








Step Aside, Darjeeling 
West Bengal

Details

The Gandhi Heritage Sites Mission                                                                 Neeta Shubhrajit Das Associates

Name of building:                          Step Aside
Other names:                          Deshbandhu Museum, Darjeeling
Date of construction:                1910 (?)
Present use:                                     Museum/ Maternity clinic and child welfare center
Current owner:                          Deshbandhu Memorial Society
Contact Person:                             -
Condition of building:               Good
No. of fl oors:                                     2
No. of rooms/fl oor:                          -
Area:                                                1346 sqft (approx.)
Construction material:                   Concrete, wood, aluminium roofi ng
Surveyed by:                                   Sherab Palzer
Brief history:                                   •Step Aside is the house where the great patriot and 
                                                         freedom fi ghter from Bengal, Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das
                                                         lived the last one month of his life.
                                                        •This house originally belonged to Mr. Warnsei, and was
                                                          later bought over by Sir N.N. Sircar a friend of Deshbandhu.
                                                        •Not keeping well for a while Deshbandhu and his 
                                                         family arrived at Step Aside on May 16, 1925.
                                                        •He passed away in this house on June 16, 1925. 
                                                        •Between June 4th - 9th, Mahatma Gandhi visited 
                                                         Darjeeling and stayed with him at Step Aside.
                                                        •The fi rst fl oor where he lived has been converted into a 
                                                         museum preserving his personal belongings.
                                                        •The ground fl oor is being used as a maternity clinic and 
                                                         child welfare center.
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