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PREFACE

During the period of five months (February 1, 1928 to
June 30, 1928) covered by this volume, Gandhiji enjoyed compa-
rative ‘“‘respite from travels and onerous public duties” (p. 28)
and stayed at the Ashram most of the time. He had just ended
a strenuous tour of South India in the cause of khadi. Khadi had
now acquired added importance as a powerful weapon in the pro-
gramme of foreign-cloth boycott, which was to serve as the effec-
tive sanction behind the national demand and which Gandhiji
was determined to bring about “with the assistance of mills if pos-
sible, without if necessary” (p. 77). He wanted not only that the
All-India Spinners’ Association and organizations working under
it should be strengthened and their scope enlarged, not only that
khadi activity should be “taken up by children, men, women, Hin-
dus, Muslims and all others” (p. 171), but he wanted the mills
also to help the boycott by standardizing their prices, lowering
their profits and taking up the sale of khadi. The response from
the mills was not very encouraging and before long it became
clear to Gandhiji that “no immediate good will come out of these
negotiations’ with the mill-owners (p. 217). Nevertheless, “as an
out-and-out believer in the method of non-violence’, he persisted
in the attempt to convert the mill-owners to the nationalistic view,
warning them at the same time of satyagraha “if they will not
listen to reason and will obstinately stand in the way” (p. 217).

The storm of protest that broke all over the country on the
arrival of the Statutory Commission under Sir John Simon finds
no more than an echo in the volume because Gandhiji “with great
deliberation and not without the exercise of great self-restraint”
refrained from active association with the boycott, as he recog-
nized that his interference would bring the masses into the move-
ment and ‘“might possibly embarrass the promoters” (p. 14).

Similarly, with regard to the All-Parties Conference that
was intended to put up a solid opposition to the Government
and the Statutory Commission, Gandhiji maintained a grieved
silence. The Conference seemed to be getting nowhere and Jawa-
harlal Nehru, at the end of ten days, found the strain too great
for him (p. 58). “What a sorry exhibition we are making of our-

selves in the face of this organized insult to a whole people,”
exclaimed Gandhiji in a letter to Motilal Nehru (p. 67).

The most significant event in the period was the Bardoli
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Satyagraha, begun six years after the abandonment of the first
Bardoli Satyagraha following the Chauri-Chaura tragedy. The
1928 satyagraha arose out of an excessive increase in the land
revenue assessment. The cultivators asked for an impartial tribu-
nal to examine the question. On the Government proving in-
transigent, they offered satyagraha which took the form of non-
payment of revenue. The Government, quick to see in the move-
ment a challenge to its authority, went all out to crush the
spirit of the peasantry. There were wholesale arrests, intimidation
by police and Pathans, seizure and auctioning of livestock and
land. But the cultivators, led by the indomitable Vallabhbhai
Patel, remained defiant and peaceful. Gandhiji guided the move-
ment from a distance, even drafting letters for Vallabhbhai and
Vithalbhai, and cultivated public opinion in favour of the people’s
case, for this limited and local satyagraha was also a step towards
swaraj, as it provided training in ‘“‘disciplined and peaceful resis-
tance” and ‘‘corporate suffering” (p. 90).

There is in the present volume evidence of a deeper inward-
ness in Gandhiji’s thinking. Referring to a newspaper report that
he had predicted his own death, he wrote to Rajagopalachari:
“Many are grieved that I did not die on the 17th. . . . Perhaps
I am one among them. Perhaps I did die a kind of death. We
shall see” (p. 118). The two years of reflection and introspection
since the beginning of 1926, when Gandhiji voluntarily retired
from active politics, had, it would appear, resulted in a new spiri-
tual insight. During this period, he studied the Gita in detail
and discoursed on it to the Ashram inmates. As he wrote his
weekly instalments of An Autobiography, he began to look at his past
life with greater detachment and greater humility. Writing to
Jane Howard on March 12, he said: “ButI thought that if people
recognize me as a gentle peace-loving man, they should also know
that at one time I could be a positive beast even though at the
same time I claimed to be a loving husband. It was not without
good cause that a friend once described me as a combination
of sacred cow and ferocious tiger” (p. 101). He also admitted in
an article in Young India that ““‘it was a mixed motive that prompted
me to participate in the War” (p. 108), the worldly motive being
“to qualify for swaraj through the good offices of the statesmen of
the Empire” (p. 109).

A grievous personal loss was suffered by Gandhiji when on
April 23, 1928, Maganlal Gandhi passed away after a brief illness
in Bihar, where he had gone to help his daughter in a campaign
against purdah. Gandhiji had dreamed of and worked for this
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nephew succeeding him as the head of the Ashram and now he
was inconsolable. “It is perhaps the greatest trial of my life”’, he
wrote to Andrews on April 26. In “My Best Comrade Gone’ he
described Maganlal as “my hands, my feet, my eyes’’ and added:
“As I am penning these lines, I hear the sobs of the widow bewailing
the death of her dear husband. Little does she realize that I am
more widowed than she. And but for a living faith in God, I should
become a raving maniac for the loss of one who was dearer to
me than my own sons . . . His life is an inspiration for me, a
standing demonstration of the efficacy and the supremacy of the
moral law” (p. 263). In a Gujarati article he showed how Magan-
lal taught through his life the truth that service of the country,
service of the world, self-realization and vision of God are but dif-
ferent aspects of the same thing (p.281). Writing to his son Manilal
on May 7, he said, “I feel that a change has come over my life
these days. Imperceptibly and involuntarily a struggle is going on
within me. Maganlal’s soul rules over my heart” (p. 297).

However, as Gandhiji explained in a letter to Anne Marie
Petersen, his faith in God turned the griefinto joy and gave him
“zest for greater service, greater dedication” (p. 307). He, there-
fore, concentrated his attention on overhauling the Ashram, his
“best creation” (p. 1, p. 251), and “bringing it more in line with
its ideals” (p. 342). Here, as in the Gujarat Vidyapith (p. 7), he
was prepared to sacrifice everything to quality. He got the Ashram
constitution revised, made the rule about brahmacharya absolute
and insisted on all inmates having a common kitchen. The
revised constitution, ‘“‘the result of the joint labours of the main
workers” (p. 398), was published in Young India (pp. 398-410) and
criticisms and suggestions were invited.

There are several references to a possible visit to Europe—
a visit that in the end did not come off. The chief purpose of
the visit was to have been to meet Romain Rolland and other
European workers in the cause of peace. “My anxiety is to meet
Rolland. He appears to be the wisest man of Europe. He takes
an unusual interest in me and feels grieved if he thinks that in
any single thing my opinion is wrong” (pp. 117-8). But, as always
with Gandhiji, his concern for truth was greater than his regard
for a friend, and he, therefore, wrote to Rolland: ‘I do indeed
want to stand well with you, but I must be true to myself if I
am to continue to deserve your warm friendship” (p. 25). Whe-
ther Gandhiji feared mutual disillusionment as a result of per-
sonal confrontation or felt self-conscious about a mission for which
he was not mentally ready, he found it extremely difficult to come
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to a decision. “I can’t summon up sufficient courage to make
up my mind whether to go to Europe or not to go”, he said in a
letter to Muriel Lester (p. 226). Gandhiji even felt troubled by
this indecision. Writing to Dr. Ansari on April 7, he said: “The
proposed European visit is causing me much trouble just now. I
can’t make up my mind. I know that I should not be so un-
decided like this. But what is the use of hiding my weakness?
I can’t account for it myself”’ (p. 201). Gandhiji left the burden
of decision to Romain Rolland, and when the latter refused to
take the responsibility the matter was dropped.

In a series of articles Gandhiji exposed the hollowness of the
prevailing system of education and spelt out his own ideas of a
village-based, village-oriented education. Children, Gandhiji in-
sisted, should be familiar not only with the Ramayana and Maha-
bharata but with ‘“‘their modern spiritual meaning”” (p. 343).
Again he declared: “If we take too literally the events described in
the Mahabharata, the Ramayana, etc., we shall be led along the path
of untruth and fall headlong into a chasm. We shall certainly rise
if we understand their inner meaning and put it into practice”
(p. 456). In a speech on Ramanavami (pp. 163-6) he expounded
at some length this adhyatmik or anagogical approach to the old
stories which, by strengthening the poetic faith in Rama and
Krishna, would enthrone the mythical hero as the inner ruler
who can ‘“‘take us across’ to the direct if momentary experience of
transcendental ananda and thus make the practice of dharma
natural and easy. While laying it down that “full development of
the soul is impossible without brakmacharya (p. 457), he found
the key to brahmacharya and all other virtues in single-minded devo-
tion, which even children could learn by emulating the steadfast
gaze in the eyes of Hanuman, that “incomparable devotee and
servant of Rama” (p. 182).

As a cure for the many ills and difficulties arising from our
doubting state, Gandhiji prescribed ‘‘decisive, firm, clear action”
which “like the glistening sun’ ‘“not only dispels all darkness but
destroys all disease germs’ (p. 246). Convinced that true religion
would show itself in the smallest detail of life, he regarded ‘‘the
slightest irregularity in sanitary, social and political life”” as “‘a sign
of spiritual poverty” (p. 449).

The volume carries two memorable messages: one to the
International Fellowship exalting one silent act of fellowship
above “tons of professions” (p. 203), and the other to an Ameri-
can Y.M.C.A.: “God is Truth. The way to reach Truth is
through the loving service of all that lives” (p. 276).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up
in small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of
speeches and interviews, as also passages which are not by
Gandhiji, have been set up in small type. In reports of speeches
and interviews slight changes and omissions, where necessary, have
been made in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with the
original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand
corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied
within square brackets, the reasons being given where necessary.
The date given at the end of an item alongside the source is that
of publication. The writings are placed under the date of publi-
cation, except where they carry a date-line or where the date of
writing has special significance and is ascertainable.

References to Volume I of this series are to the August 1958
edition. References to An Autobiography cite only the Part and
Chapter, in view of the varying pagination in different editions.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents avail-
able in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G. N. refers
to those available in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya,
New Delhi; C.W. denotes documents secured by the Collected
Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the
text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered
by the volume are also provided at the end.
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LETTER TO RICHARD B. GREGG (26-3-1928)
LETTER TO K. S. ACHARYA (26-3-1928)
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LETTER TO N. RAMA RAO (26-3-1928)

LETTER TO H. M. PEREIRA (26-3-1928)

LETTER TO DR. P. S. KITCHLEW (26-3-1928)

LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (26-3-1928)

LETTER TO PRATAP S. PUNDIT (26-3-1928)

LETTER TO M. PIGGOTT (27-3-1928)

LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU (27-3-1928)

SPEECH AT SWEEPERS’ MEETING, AHMEDABAD (27-3-1928)

LETTER TO T. K. MADHAVAN (28-3-1928)

LETTER TO M. DEWANDAS NARAINDAS (28-3-1928)

LETTER TO RAMI GANDHI (28-3-1928)

LETTER TO H. N. VENN (28-3-1928)

LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (28-3-1928)

LETTER TO DR. ARULMANI PICHAMUTHU (28-3-1928)

LETTER TO SAM HIGGINBOTTOM (28-3-1928)

‘THE TRIUMPH OF RACE HATRED’ (29-3-1928)

THE DOCTRINE OF FRIGHTFULNESS (29-3-1928)

THE NATIONAL WEEK (29-3-1928)

NOTES (29-3-1928)

ON FASTING (29-3-1928)

TWO CORRECTIONS (29-3-1928)

LETTER TO URMILA DEVI (30-3-1928)

LETTER TO SECRETARY, ALL-INDIA SPINNERS  ASSOCIATION
(30-3-1928)

LETTER TO SHANTIKUMAR MORARJI (30-3-1928)

LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI (30-3-1928)

LETTER TO MURIEL LESTER (30-3-1928)

LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA (30-3-1928)

SPEECH AT ASHRAM ON RAMANAVAMI DAY (30-3-1928)

SPEECH AT GATHERING OF STUDENTS AND TEACHERS,
AHMEDABAD (31-3-1928)

LETTER TO SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE (31-3-1928)

LETTER TO SHANTIKUMAR MORARJI (31-3-1928)

LETTER TO RAI HARENDRANATH (31-3-1928)

SATYAGRAHIS, BEWARE! (1-4-1928)

THE NATIONAL WEEK (1-4-1928)

MY NOTES (1-4-1928)

LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (1-4-1928)

LETTER TO OTTAMA BHIKKHU (1-4-1928)

LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (1-4-1928)

LETTER TO H. M. AHMAD (1-4-1928)

LETTER TO SHUAIB QURESHI (1-4-1928)

LETTER TO SADASHIVAM (1-4-1928)
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[xvi]

LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS (1-4-1928)

LETTER TO RAMJI DAS JAINI (1-4-1928)

LETTER TO REMINGTON TYPEWRITER CO. (1-4-1928)
LETTER TO SATYANANDA (3-4-1928)

LETTER TO RAMI GANDHI (3-4-1928)

LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI (4-4-1928)

LETTER TO A. A. PAUL (4-4-1928)

LETTER TO B. SHIVA RAO (4-4-1928)

MESSAGE TO ‘‘NEW INDIA’ (4-4-1928)

PRAYER SPEECH AT ASHRAM (4-4-1928)
REMEMBER THE UNTOUCHABLES (5-4-1928)
BAGHAT STATE AND SACRED THREAD (5-4-1928)
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE A.LS.A. (5-4-1928)
SASTRI'S SELF-DENIAL (5-4-1928)

A MILL-OWNER ON BOYCOTT (5-4-1928)

NOTES (5-4-1928)

LETTER TO DR. C. MUTHU (5-4-1928)

LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (5-4-1928)
LETTER TO SHANTIKUMAR MORARJI (5-4-1928)
LETTER TO BEHRAMJI KHAMBHATTA (6-4-1928)

LETTER TO FREDERIC AND FRANCISCA STANDENATH

(6-4-1928)
LETTER TO MRS. M. M. SINGH (6-4-1928)
LETTER TO M. DEWAN NARAINDAS (6-4-1928)
LETTER TO Y. R. GAITONDE (6-4-1928)
LETTER TO GANGA RAM (6-4-1928)
LETTER TO S. RADHAKRISHNAN (6-4-1928)
LETTER TO J. B. PENNINGTON (6-4-1928)
LETTER TO G. RAMACHANDRAN (6-4-1928)
LETTER TO CHARLIE U. MORSELOW (6-4-1928)
LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI (7-4-1928)
LETTER TO I. P. THURAIRATNAM (7-4-1928)
LETTER TO RAIHANA TYABJI (7-4-1928)
LETTER TO DR. M. A. ANSARI (7-4-1928)
LETTER TO MRS. SAM HIGGINBOTTOM (7-4-1928)
LETTER TO A. A. PAUL (7-4-1928)
MESSAGE FOR ‘‘NEWS SHEET’’ (7-4-1928)
LETTER TO JOSEPH (7-4-1928)
LETTER TO S. GANESAN (7-4-1928)
LETTER TO ALICE SCHALEK (7-4-1928)
LETTER TO S. A. WAIZE (8-4-1928)
LETTER TO NARAYANA (8-4-1928)
LETTER TO J. B. KRIPALANI (8-4-1928)
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[ xvii ]
LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (8-4-1928)
LETTER TO SHANKARAN (8-4-1928)

LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI (Before

10-4-1928)
LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI (10-4-1928)
LETTER TO ALBERT GODAMUNNE (11-4-1928)
LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (11-4-1928)
LETTER TO R. R. AITHEN (11-4-1928)
LETTER TO SADASHIVA RAO (11-4-1928)
LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS (11-4-1928)
A SEASONABLE PRODUCTION (12-4-1928)
PLACE OF KHADI (12-4-1928)
NOTES (12-4-1928)
SOUTH AFRICA INDIANS (12-4-1928)
LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU (12-4-1928)
LETTER TO DEVCHAND PAREKH (12-4-1928)

SPEECH TO TRAINEES AT KHADI VIDYALAYA, AHMEDABAD

(Before 13-4-1928)
LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (13-4-1928)
LETTER TO A. ELLINGS (13-4-1928)
LETTER TO MRS. BLAIR (13-4-1928)
LETTER TO MURIEL LESTER (13-4-1928)
LETTER TO T. NAGESHA RAO (13-4-1928)
LETTER TO S. RAMANATHAN (13-4-1928)
A LETTER (13-4-1928)
LETTER TO DR. M. A. ANSARI (14-4-1928)
LETTER TO VITHALDAS JERAJANI (14-4-1928)
LETTER TO DEVCHAND PAREKH (14-4-1928)
SERVICE OF THE SUPPRESSED (15-4-1928)
LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL (15-4-1928)
LETTER TO SAROJINI NAIDU (16-4-1928)
LETTER TO ANNIE BESANT (16-4-1928)
LETTER TO U. RAJAGOPALA KRISHNAYYA (16-4-1928)
CABLE TO RAJENDRA PRASAD (On or after 16-4-1928)
CABLE TO V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI (17-4-1928)
LETTER TO K. MADHAVAN NAIR (17-4-1928)
LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (17-4-1928)
LETTER TO SIR DANIEL M. HAMILTON (17-4-1928)
LETTER TO HANS KOHU (17-4-1928)
MESSAGE TO STUDENTS’ CONGRESS, CEYLON (18-4-1928)
OFF THE TRAIL (19-4-1928)
LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (19-4-1928)
LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU (20-4-1928)
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[ xviii ]
LETTER TO DEVCHAND PAREKH (20-4-1928)
LETTER TO JOHN HAYNES HOLMES (20-4-1928)
LETTER TO PETE MATOFF (20-4-1928)
LETTER TO S. GANESAN (21-4-1928)
LETTER TO SHANKARAN (21-4-1928)
LETTER TO HEMPRABHA DAS GUPTA (21-4-1928)
CABLE TO DOUBLEDAY DORAN CO. (After 21-4-1928)
LETTER TO JULIA ISBRUCKER (Before 22-4-1928)
CLERKS 7. WORKING MEN (22-4-1928)
LETTER TO ELISABETH KNUDSEN (22-4-1928)
LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS (22-4-1928)
LETTER TO SECRETARY, ALL-INDIA SPINNERS’ ASSOCIATION

(22-4-1928)

TELEGRAM TO MATHURA PRASAD (Before 23-4-1928)
LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI (23-4-1928)
TELEGRAM TO BRIJKISHORE PRASAD (23-4-1928)
TELEGRAM TO DEVDAS GANDHI (23-4-1928)
TELEGRAM TO RADHA GANDHI (23-4-1928)
TELEGRAM TO KHUSHALCHAND GANDHI (23-4-1928)
TELEGRAM TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (23-4-1928)
TELEGRAM TO JAMNADAS GANDHI (23-4-1928)
LETTER TO SHRINATH SINGH (23-4-1928)
LETTER TO KUNVERJI KHETSHI PAREKH (23-4-1928)
LETTER TO SANTOK GANDHI (After 23-4-1928)
LETTER TO TULSI MAHER (After 23-4-1928)
CABLE TO SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN COMMUNITY (24-4-1928)
LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (24-4-1928)
LETTER TO KARNAD SADASHIVA RAO (24-4-1928)
TELEGRAM TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (25-4-1928)
TELEGRAM TO DEVDAS GANDHI (25-4-1928)
TELEGRAM TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (25-4-1928)
MY BEST COMRADE GONE (26-4-1928)
A MORAL STRUGGLE (26-4-1928)
TO EUROPEAN FRIENDS (26-4-1928)
FOUR MONTHS' WORK (26-4-1928)
CABLE TO V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI (26-4-1928)
LETTER TO MAHOMED HABIBULLAH (26-4-1928)
LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS (26-4-1928)
LETTER TO S. GANESAN (26-4-1928)
LETTER TO LORD IRWIN (26-4-1928)
LETTER TO J. B. PETIT (26-4-1928)
LETTER TO JUGALKISHORE (27-4-1928)
LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA (27-4-1928)
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[xix]

LETTER TO FREDERIC AND FRANCISCA STANDENATH
(27-4-1928)

MESSAGE WITH AN AUTOGRAPH (27-4-1928)

LETTER TO KALYANJI MEHTA (28-4-1928)

THE MEANING OF VOLUNTARY POVERTY (29-4-1928)

SOUL OF THE ASHRAM (29-4-1928)

LETTER TO KUNVERJI KHETSHI PAREKH (29-4-1928)

LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (29-4-1928)

LETTER TO C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR (29-4-1928)

LETTER TO LAJPAT RAI (29-4-1928)

LETTER TO RAVISHANKER MAHARAJ (30-4-1928)

LETTER TO TARABEHN JASWANI (30-4-1928)

LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI (1-5-1928)

LETTER TO S. RAMANATHAN (1-5-1928)

LETTER TO DR. B. C. ROY (1-5-1928)

SPEECH AT OPENING OF CRECHE, AHMEDABAD (1-5-1928)

LETTER TO ABBAS TYABJI (2-5-1928)

NECESSITY OF DISCIPLINE (3-5-1928)

THANKS (3-5-1928)

LETTER TO VIRUMAL BEGRAJ (4-5-1928)

LETTER TO P. T. PILLAY (4-5-1928)

LETTER TO L. CRANNA (4-5-1928)

LETTER TO HARIBHAU UPADHYAYA (4-5-1928)

INDULGENCE IN THE NAME OF DEVOTION (6-5-1928)

LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI (7-5-1928)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (7-5-1928)

LETTER TO BRIJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA (7-5-1928)

LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU (8-5-1928)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (9-5-1928)

MILL-CLOTH v. KHADI (10-5-1928)

MORE OF MILL-OWNERS’ GREED (10-5-1928)

DEADLY MARCH OF CIVILIZATION (?) (10-5-1928)

LETTER TO BEHRAMJI KHAMBHATTA (10-5-1928)

LETTER TO MRS. E. BJERRUM (11-5-1928)

LETTER TO MARY J. CAMPBELL (11-5-1928)

LETTER TO S. GANESAN (11-5-1928)

LETTER TO ANNE MARIE PETERSEN (11-5-1928)

LETTER TO S. N. MITRA (11-5-1928)

LETTER TO DEVCHAND PAREKH (11-5-1928)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (11-5-1928)

LETTER TO T. B. KESHAVARAO (12-5-1928)

LETTER TO NIRANJAN SINGH (12-5-1928)

LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU (12-5-1928)

275
276
276
277
279
281
281
282
283
284
284
285
285
287
287
291
291
292
293
293
294
295
295
297
298
298
299
300
300
302
303
304
304
306
307
307
308
308
309
309
310
310



371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386

387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
403
404
405
406
407
408
409
410
411
412

[xx]

LETTER TO SHANKARAN (12-5-1928)

LETTER TO LAJPAT RAI (12-5-1928)

LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (12-5-1928)
LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA (12-5-1928)

LETTER TO BHAGWANJI (12-5-1928)

CELEBRATING PENANCE (13-5-1928)

THE YAJNA IN BARDOLI (13-5-1928)

PRIMARY EDUCATION-I (13-5-1928)

LETTER TO P. V. KARAMCHANDANI (13-5-1928)
LETTER TO SHANTIKUMAR MORARJI (13-5-1928)
LETTER TO LORD IRWIN (16-5-1928)

THE ONLY ISSUE (17-5-1928)

SUPPRESSED CLASSES AND BAGHAT STATE (17-5-1928)
MAGANLAL GANDHI MEMORIAL (17-5-1928)

KHADI IN HYDERABAD STATE (17-5-1928)

THE FACTS ABOUT INDIA: A REPLY TO MISS MAYO

(17-5-1928)

LETTER TO TREASURER, AJMAL JAMIA FUND (18-5-1928)

TELEGRAM TO MAHOMED ALI (On or after 19-5-1928)
PRIMARY EDUCATION-II (20-5-1928)

LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL (21-5-1928)

LETTER TO ZAKIR HUSAIN (23-5-1928)

HISTORY OF SOUTH AFRICAN SATYAGRAHA (24-5-1928)

ANDREWS’S TRIBUTE (24-5-1928)

BUYING MERIT (24-5-1928)

SPINNING IN MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS (24-5-1928)
LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (24-5-1928)
LETTER TO J. M. SEN GUPTA (24-5-1928)

LETTER TO MAHOMED HABIBULLAH (24-5-1928)
LETTER TO T. PRAKASAM (24-5-1928)

A LETTER (24-5-1928)

LETTER TO S. RAMANATHAN (24-5-1928)

LETTER TO MEHAR SINGH RAIT (24-5-1928)
LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (24-5-1928)
LETTER TO F. H. BROWN (25-5-1928)

LETTER TO JANAKDHARI PRASAD (25-5-1928)
LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK (25-5-1928)

LETTER TO KISHORELAL MASHRUWALA (25-5-1928)
TELEGRAM TO HARILAL DESAI (After 25-5-1928)
LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI (26-5-1928)

LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS (26-5-1928)

LETTER TO SAMUEL R. PERRY (After 26-5-1928)
PRIMARY EDUCATION-III (27-5-1928)

311
311
312
313
313
314
315
316
318
318
319
319
322
323
324

325
326
327
327
329
329
330
331
331
333
333
334
334
335
335
336
336
337
337
338
339
339
341
341
342
343
343



413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422

423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430
431

432

433
434
435
436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444
445
446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453

[xxi]

LETTER TO KARNAD SADASHIVA RAO (27-5-1928)
LETTER TO Y. ANJAPPA (27-5-1928)

LETTER TO SATYANANDA BOSE (27-5-1928)
LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (27-5-1928)
LETTER TO C. RANGANATHA RAO (27-5-1928)
LETTER TO GANGA PRASAD (27-5-1928)

LETTER TO BHOJRAJ KHUSHIRAM (27-5-1928)
LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL (28-5-1928)

DRAFT OF LETTER TO HARILAL DESAI (28-5-1928)

CABLE TO SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN CONGRESS (On or after

29-5-1928)
LETTER TO SHANKARAN (30-5-1928)
LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (30-5-1928)
LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (30-5-1928)
LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT (30-5-1928)
BARDOLI ON TRIAL (31-5-1928)
UNTOUCHABILITY IN THE SOUTH (31-5-1928)
LETTER TO S. N. MITRA (31-5-1928)
LETTER TO G. N. KANITKAR (31-5-1928)
LETTER TO A. T. GIDWANI (31-5-1928)

LETTER TO MANAGER, IMPERIAL BANK OF INDIA,

AHMEDABAD (1-6-1928)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (1-6-1928)
LETTER TO V. J. PATEL (1-6-1928)
LETTER TO KEVALRAM (2-6-1928)
IMPORTANCE OF BARDOLI (3-6-1928)
QUESTIONS ON EDUCATION-I (3-6-1928)
LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL (3-6-1928)
LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT (4-6-1928)
LETTER TO V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI (4-6-1928)
BARDOLI DAY (5-6-1928)
LETTER TO SHANTIKUMAR MORARJI (5-6-1928)
LETTER TO V. J. PATEL (6-6-1928)
LETTER TO BECHAR PARMAR (6-6-1928)
LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT (6-6-1928)
LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA (6-6-1928)
LETTER TO CHIMANLAL VORA (6-6-1928)
THE TWO SIDES (7-6-1928)
CASH v. CREDIT (7-6-1928)
INDIANS IN SOUTH AFRICA (7-6-1928)
LETTER TO SIR KISHUN PARSHAD (7-6-1928)
DRAFT OF LETTER TO SIR LESLIE WILSON (7-6-1928)
LETTER TO V. J. PATEL (7-6-1928)
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[ xxii ]
LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI (After 7-6-1928)
LETTER TO J. B. PENNINGTON (8-6-1928)
LETTER TO SVENSKA KYRKANS (8-6-1928)
LETTER TO T. DE MANZIARLY (8-6-1928)
LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (8-6-1928)
LETTER TO MRS. RACHEL M. RUTTER (8-6-1928)
LETTER TO RAMESHWARDAS PODDAR (8-6-1928)
LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT (9-6-1928)
LETTER TO TAIYABALI (9-6-1928)
LETTER TO HEMPRABHA DAS GUPTA (9-6-1928)
LETTER TO KEDARNATH BANNERJEE (After 9-6-1928)
QUESTIONS ON EDUCATION-II (10-6-1928)
THE YAJNA AT BARDOLI (10-6-1928)
BARDOLI DAY (10-6-1928)
GOD OR GURU—WHO IS GREATER? (10-6-1928)
WHAT DOES SELF-CONTROL REQUIRE? (10-6-1928)
LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI (10-6-1928)
LETTER TO JANAKDHARI PRASAD (10-6-1928)
LETTER TO ARTHUR MOORE (10-6-1928)
LETTER TO SADANAND (10-6-1928)
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1. SPEECH TO STUDENTS OF GUJARAT VIDYAPITH!

[February 1, 1928]?

I have not come to take you by storm, not in the Caesarean
spirit of veni, vidi, vici. But I have simply thrown myself in your
midst, so that you can make whatever use you like of me on the
eve of the changes that are impending. It would perhaps be better
if I said that I have come to clear a long-standing debt I have
long owed to you as your Chancellor to come and stay in your
midst and identify myself with you as much as Icould. But I have
never been able to do so. I am thankful to the Giver of all good
for having given me this opportunity of spending some time with
you.

I have not come to create any disturbance in the even tenor
of your lives. I do not insist on your attending the four-o’clock
morning prayers. If you are convinced that prayer is an essential
thing in one’s life and that it is best to begin one’s day with
prayer in the early hours of the morning, you will attend it. If
you do not, I shall certainly be sorry, but will not resent your
absence. In the same way, I should like you to accompany me every
evening to the Ashram to attend the evening prayer there. That
also you will do if the spirit moves you, and if you feel that your
work will permit you to do so. I want you to go there, not be-
cause I want you to join the Ashram, though I would be glad
if you did so, but because I want you to understand and identify
yourselves somewhat with the Ashram. For I make no secret of it
that the Ashram is the best of my creations. I can myself point
out numerous defects in it, and can add many more from your own
experience. But I assure you that I am more conscious of them
than anyone else and yet I hold that, with all its shortcomings, it
is the best of my creations. I would have me and my work judged
by the Ashram more than by anything else. Hence I would love you
to attend the evening prayer daily. But this is a mere suggestion
to be rejected or adopted out of your own free will.

Let me not live in your midst as a burden, but as a friend, and,
if possible, a guide if you will.

I Extracted from Mahadev Desai’s ‘“Weekly Letter”
2 According to a report in Navagjivan, 5-2-1928, Gandhiji arrived at the

Vidyapith in the evening of January 31 and spoke to the students at the prayer
meeting next morning.

XXXVI-1
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I am willing to give you a quarter of an hour every day or
two periods every week just as you might desire. I am not sure
what I shall read with you, but that also I shall leave to you to
decide.

Young India, 2-2-1928

2. LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 1, 1928

MY DEAR MALKANI,

I have your letter. I wish you would lose your diffidence. Keep
pressing Thakkar Bapa! on. His letter to Sir P.2 should bear greater
weight than mine, as his will be backed by experience. But you
may keep me in touch. When there is anything I can do through
Young India, you should tell me. But then you should send me a
brief statement of work done and expectations.

You have to tell me whether you are ready, when you are
free, to take up the all-India untouchability work. But you know
the consequence. You may have to be continuously on the move.
I want you to act with the greatest deliberation and decision.

Love.

Baru
From a photostat: G.N. 881

3. MISS MAYO AGAIN

Miss Mayo is clearly trading upon her knowledge that
what we in India write can at best reach but a few hundred Ameri-
cans, and that what she writes reaches thousands. She therefore
feels perfectly free, just as it suits her, to misquote, half-quote or
distort other people’s writings or speeches intended to contradict
her. She has done me the honour again of referring to me in her
article in Liberty and attempted to discredit my writing® about her
compilation, Mother India. This she has felt called upon to do, I
suppose, because I enjoy a certain amount of credit among cultur-

1 Amritlal V. Thakkar of the Servants of India Society
2 Purushottamdas Thakurdas
3 Vide Vol. XXXIV, pp. 539-47.
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ed Americans, and lest therefore their judgment may be affected
by my article. But in her article in Liberty she has outdone herself.
Her reference to my secretaries is a clever attempt to hoodwink the
unwary reader. All that could be inferred from my repudiation of
the statement that I had two secretaries (whether always or not
is not the point) is that Miss Mayo was at least a careless writer
if not a wilful perverter of truth. But the manner in which she
described the secretaries leaves the reader under the belief that I
have always two secretaries. Her adherence to the statement that
I did give her the message she ascribed to me proves her to be
guilty of a gross suppression of truth. She seems to have thought
that I would not have a copy of the corrected interview between
her and me. Unfortunately for her I happen to possess a copy of
her notes. Here is the full quotation referring to the hum of the
wheel:

My message to America is simply the hum of this wheel. Letters
and newspaper cuttings I get from America show that one set of people
overrates the results of non-violent non-co-operation and the other not only
underrates it, but imputes all kinds of motives to those who are concerned
with the movement. Don’t exaggerate one way or the other. If, therefore,
some earnest Americans will study the movement impartially and patiently,
then it is likely that the United States may know something of the move-
ment which I do consider to be unique although I am the author of it.
What I mean is that our movement is summed up in the spinning-wheel
with all its implications. It is to me a substitute for gunpowder. For it
brings the message of self-reliance and hope to the millions of India. And
when they are really awakened, they would not need to lift their little
finger in order to regain their freedom. The message of the spinning-
wheel is, really, to replace the spirit of exploitation by the spirit of service.
The dominant note in the West is the note of exploitation. I have no desire
that my country should copy that spirit or that note.

The first sentence only of the foregoing extract, which Miss
Mayo quotes without the most important commentary on it, is
intended to ridicule me. But the whole paragraph, I hope, makes
my meaning and message clear and intelligible. I wrote my article
on her book whilst I was travelling. Had I had the notes before
me, I should have quoted from them, and thus added force to my
article. I claim, however, that the message as it appears in the
full paragraph quoted is not different from what I have stated
in the article Miss Mayo attempts to shake.

Whilst, therefore, even in ‘“‘the trivial quibble” as she rightly
calls the subject-matter of her contradiction, she is, I trust,
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proved wholly unsuccessful, I claim that even if my memory had
betrayed me, my conclusive reply to her is left unanswered and
untouched. Having no case, she has followed the method of the
pettifogging lawyer who vainly tries to discredit a hostile but un-
shakable witness by making him state things from memory which
might be found on verification to be not quite accurate. It gives
me pain to have to say that her article in Liberty proves her to be
not only an unreliable writer, but an unscrupulous person devoid
of sense of right and wrong.

Young India, 2-2-1928

4. GUJARAT VIDYAPITH

This National University, the first of its kind established when
non-co-operation was at its height, has been struggling for existence
for the past three or four vyears. The attendance of boys has
gone down considerably. Several schools affiliated to it have
closed or sought Government recognition. There would be no-
thing to worry over this decline, if there were no internal causes for
it. But most of us including myself have felt that we have not
done all we might have for this most useful national work of re-
construction. But whilst, if all had been vigilant, the defections
might have been not so large as they have been, there are for the
decline causes over which no one had any control. And though
the quality of the work already done might have been easily
better, what has been achieved is such as any institution would be
proud of. I make bold to assert that but for the Vidyapith,
Vallabhbhai Patel would not have been able to command the
valuable assistance he did of so many workers during the late
disastrous floods!. Indeed, the Vidyapith volunteers went even to
Sind in order to assist Professor Malkani who has been doing
heroic work there in connection with the Sind floods. I hope
some day to deal with the Vidyapith graduates’ work of which
an accurate but brief analysis has been prepared by a graduate
proud of being owned by it. Sufficient for the time being to make
the confession of our neglect both avoidable and unavoidable and
to state that we seem now to have been roused from our slumbers.

The preliminary cleansing step was taken on Sunday? last
when the Senate handed over charge of the valuable property and

'Tn Gujarat, in July 1927; vide Vol. XXXIV.
2 January 29, 1928
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the still more valuable responsibility connected with the Vidya-
pith to a Board of Trustees by means of a resolution of which
I give the translation below:

“This meeting of the Senate of the Gujarat Vidyapith is
of opinion that

1. By having established the Gujarat Vidyapith in con-
nection with the non-co-operation movement and by main-
taining it in spite of a set-back in the movement, Gujarat has
rendered essential service to the nation.

2. The Vidyapith has however continued vyear after
year to suffer in point of numbers.

3. The Vidyapith could have achieved better results
in point of quality, had the internal conditions been favour-
able; and,

4. The Vidyapith has now reached a stage in its
evolution, when, in order to make it work more effectively
and in order to ensure an unswerving observance of the
principles hereinafter enunciated, the administration of the
Vidyapith should be entrusted to a Board of Trustees.

Therefore, and in pursuance of the resolution for the
reconstruction of the Vidyapith passed by this Senate on
the 4th of December 1927, the Senate appoints a Board of
Trustees called the Gujarat Vidyapith Mandal to be composed
of those who, from the list herein below, pledge themselves to
subscribe to and observe the principles hereinafter enunciated;
hands over charge of all the institutions connected with the
Vidyapith, along with their property, movable and immovable,
as also all the rights and responsibilities pertaining thereto,
to the said Vidyapith Mandal; and authorizes the Mandal
to add to its membership subject to the same qualifications so
as not to exceed 25; and authorizes it to exercise all other
rights including that of filling vacancies caused by resignation,
death, or dismissal of any member for breach of the pledge or
similar other reason, the latter to take place by a vote of
four-fifths of their number.

NaAMEs oF MEMBERS

Sjt. Vallabhbhai Patel

,» Nrisimhaprasad Bhatt
,, Kaka Kalelkar
Shankerlal Banker

,, Mahadev Desai

,» Abdul Kadar Bavazir
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7. ,, Manilal Kothari

8. ,, Kishorelal Mashruwala
9. ,, Narahari Parikh

10. ,, Valji Desai

11. ,, Hariprasad Vrajrai Desai
12.  ,, Jugatram Dave

13. ,, Gokulbhai Bhatt

14. ,, Sukhlalji Pandit

15. ,, Parikshitlal Mazmudar
16. ,, Gopalrao Kulkarni
17. Mama Phadke

18. Shrimati Manibehn V. Patel
PRINCIPLES

1. The principal object of the Vidyapith shall be to pre-
pare workers of character, ability, education and conscienti-
ousness, necessary for the conduct of the movements connected
with the attainment of swaraj.

2. All the institutions conducted by and affiliated to the
Vidyapith shall be fully non-co-operating and shall therefore
have nothing to do with any help from Government.

3. Whereas the Vidyapith has come into being in con-
nection with swaraj, and non-violent non-co-operation as a
means thereof, its teachers and trustees shall restrict them-
selves to those means only which are not inconsistent with truth
and non-violence and shall consciously strive to carry them out.

4. The teachers and the trustees of the Vidyapith, as also
all the institutions affiliated to it, shall regard untouchability as
a blot on Hinduism, shall strive to the best of their power for
its removal, and shall not exclude a boy or girl for reason of
his or her untouchability nor shall give him or her differential
treatment having once accorded admission to him or her.

5. The teachers and the trustees of and all the insti-
tutions affiliated to the Vidyapith shall regard hand-spinning
as an essential part of the swaraj movement and shall there-
fore spin regularly, except when disabled, and shall habitually
wear khadi.

6. The language of the Province shall have the princi-
pal place in the Vidyapith and shall be the medium of in-
struction.

ExpraNATION. Languages other than Gujarati may be
taught by direct method.
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7. The teaching of Hindi-Hindustani shall be compul-
sory in the curricula of the Vidyapith.

8. Manual training shall receive the same importance
as intellectual training and only such occupations as are useful
for the life of the nation shall be taught.

9. Whereas the growth of the nation depends not on
cities but its villages, the bulk of the funds of the Vidyapith
and a majority of the teachers of the Vidyapith shall be em-
ployed in the propagation of education conducive to the wel-
fare of the villagers.

10. In laying down the curricula, the needs of village-
dwellers shall have principal consideration.

11. There shall be complete toleration of all established
religions in all institutions conducted by and affiliated to the
Vidyapith, and for the spiritual development of the pupils,
religious instruction shall be imparted in consonance with
truth and non-violence.

12. For the physical development of the nation, physi-
cal exercise and physical training shall be compulsory in all
the institutions conducted by and affiliated to the Vidyapith.

Note. Hindi-Hindustani means the language com-
monly spoken by the masses of the North, both Hindu and
Mussalman, written in the Devanagari or the Persian script.”
But drastic as this step is, it may mean nothing if it is not to be

followed up by quick, persistent and vigilant effort. Such effort
may for the time being even result in further defections. The
Senate, now the Board of Trustees, have been quite aware of the
possibility. They want quality and feel that if the quality is assured,
quantity will come in its own time. They are prepared to sacrifice
everything to quality. It would be wrong to use donations of those
who have given and will give in the belief that the principles for
which the institution has professed to stand will be worked out in
practice in so far as it is humanly possible. As reformers the trus-
tees would belie their trust if they sacrifice principles for holding
the institution together anyhow. Personally I have no fear as to the
result if the trustees remain staunch, as I have every reason to be-
lieve they will.

On the surface there would appear to be a descent from demo-
cracy to oligarchy. Asa matter of fact it is not. The large elected
body could not be sustained when the principles for which the elect-
ed Senate for the time being stood were in the melting-pot. A
democracy’s ideals and principles vary with the times. A refor-
mer’s principles are rigid and fixed. When non-co-operation ceased
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to be national, those who believed in it as a creed, the only final
solution for the removal of India’s fetters, were bound to save the
creed by working it to its logical conclusion in their own lives.
Hence did the Congress bring into being an independent self-
governing body styled the All-India Spinners’ Association, composed
of those who had a living faith in the message of the wheel.
The unwritten understanding was that the Association would work
out the programme of khadi so as to become in process of time a
tower of strength to the parent body. The permanent trust has
been created in the hope of evolving a truly democratic institution.
And there is a democracy such as the world has never seen if
khadi becomes a truly national institution. Even so has the Senate
emerged as a Board of Trustees pledged to work out its present
ideals so as to make national education a living force, so as, that
is to say, to cover every village in Gujarat, to enable the students
to realize the dignity of labour equally with the dignity of learning,
to produce national servants who will serve the nation in her
villages. The Senate, when after a full discussion it came to the
resolution on Sunday, has no less a hope, the Trustees shouldered
no less a responsibility. No oligarchy can arise from a voluntary
surrender such as the Senate’s was. It gave up its powers to a per-
manent body when it was in possession of the fullest powers and
in a position to exercise them to the fullest extent. It was an act
of self-denial whose virtue has to be proved by the Trustees. Theirs
is an awful responsibility. But, with proper consecration, it will
sit lightly on their shoulders and Gujarat as well as India will
be the gainer thereby. They will be judged not by the quantity
of result turned out but by the quantity and the quality of self-
service put in.

Young India, 2-2-1928

5. APPEAL TO PEOPLE OF BOMBAY

I hope that the boycott! will pass peacefully and show the
nation’s strength of purpose.

GANDHI
The Bombay Chronicle, 3-2-1928

1 Of Simon Commission which was appointed ‘for the purpose of inquiring
into the working of the system of Government”; vide also ‘“‘After Hartal?”,
9-2-1928.



6. MESSAGE TO PUBLIC MEETING, AHMEDABAD!

February 3, 1928

I hope this meeting will not disperse without deciding to do
something concrete. The Congress Committee has entrusted us
with such a task; if we fail to achieve this definite goal of boy-
cott of foreign cloth, we would be ridiculed.

[From Gujarati]
Prajabandhu, 5-2-1928

7. LETTER TO RAMESHWARDAS PODDAR

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM,

SABARMATI,
Magha Shukla 14 [February 4, 192812

BHAI RAMESHWARJI,

Your letters keep coming and every time I pray for your
peace.

You did well in sending some money for the memorial to
Hakimji.

By and by, if you make the effort, you will visualize truth and
ahimsa. If your father-in-law is addicted to bhang, be kind to
him, and if opportunity occurs, try to cure him of his depraved
habits. In the present circumstances when the evil customs like
child-marriage and so on are rampant, such unequal alliances
are inevitable.

Jamnalalji is absolutely right in advising you to go to Wardha
and I also like the proposal to keep Babu at Wardha Ashram.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 193

1 Held to protest against the Simon Commission and to endorse the
resolution passed by the All-Parties Conference at Banaras. The message was
read out by Vallabhbhai Patel, who presided.

2 From the reference to the memorial to Hakimji (Hakim Ajmal Khan) who
died in December 1927



8. LETTER TO REVASHANKER JHAVERI

AHMEDABAD,
Monday [February 6, 19281

RESPECTED REVASHANKERBHAI,

Chi. Chhagan? and others came here day before vyester-
day. They had a long talk with the Thakore Saheb of Morvi. He
has promised to lift the excise duty from cotton used in making
khadi. He has also asked me for a man who will work for cow-
protection. They talked about you too. The Thakore Saheb said
that you should stay in Morvi and do all this work with his help.
I also think that you should spend a part of your time there, if not
all. From what Mirabehn told me I see that now you are keeping
well. What news of Dhiru3?

Regards from
MonaNDAS
REVASHANKER JAGJIVAN JHAVERI
MANIBHUVAN
LasurnuM Roap
GaMDEVI, BoMBAY
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1267
9. LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA
ASHRAM,

February 7, 1928

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDAS]JI,

Your letter does make me anxious. Medicines would certain-
ly cause tiredness. In my view total fasting is the first step. I have
nothing to fear from it. Fasting can do no harm and should be
undertaken not for a day or two, but for ten to fifteen days. If you
decide to fast, you must stay here. I can send for one or two friends
who are well versed in the technique of fasting. There is enough
accommodation. The weather here is fine these days. If you wish
to invite the specialist on fasting to Pilani, that too can be arranged.

! From the postmark
2 Chhaganlal Mehta, son of Dr. Pranjivan Mehta
3 Son of Chhaganlal Mehta; he had been suffering from T. B.
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It is my firm belief that on no account should you go to
Delhi. I am writing today to pujya Malaviyaji and Lalaji to this
effect. Regarding the memorial to Hakim Ajmal Khan, I have
published an appeal in Young India' and Navajivan; 1 want dona-
tions from you and your friends. If you are not inclined to give
a big sum and if you permit, I would take out a substantial por-
tion from the Rs. 75,000 already donated by you. I leave it to you
to have your name published or not. Please write to me without
hesitation if you do not wish to give anything out of that.

Do not be alarmed by the reports of my health in the news-
papers. There is not much cause for anxiety. Doctors do try to
frighten me, but I remain unaffected by it.

Yours,
MoHANDAS

From the Hindi original: C.W. 6153. Courtesy: G.D. Birla

10. MESSAGE TO MEETING AT GUJARAT VIDYAPITH,
AHMEDABAD?

February 7, 1928

Having submitted to the doctors I may not attend the meet-
ing. Acharya Kripalani is going away. I hold that he is not in
reality leaving the Vidyapith, because his spirit will be here. He
will come here occasionally to deliver lectures and he also promises
to come as helmsman if the time comes. My connection with
Acharya Kripalani dates back to the time of my arrival from
South Africa. I wish that all would follow him in his spirit of
dedication, his simplicity and his devotion to duty.

[From Gujarati]

Prajabandhu, 12-2-1928

1 Vide Vol. XXXV, pp.433-5 and 475-6.

2 The message was read out by Ambalal Sarabhai, who presided over the
meeting in place of Gandhiji. The meeting was held to bid farewell to J. B.
Kripalani who was leaving for Banaras to join the Gandhi Ashram there.



11. LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 8, 1928

MY DEAR MALKANI,

I have your letter. I shall see to your notes appearing in the
next issue of Young India.! They were too late for the issue that is
being printed today.

If you are ready for untouchability work, I am equally ready
to take you up. We shall discuss plans and operations as soon as
your work there is finished.

Don’t be alarmed about the reports of my health. Doctors’
instruments do give alarming readings, and therefore I have
agreed to take full rest. Hence, such correspondence as I am
permitted to undertake is dictated. But, personally, I feel that there
is nothing vitally wrong. No doubt I am weak, but that is an
old complaint.

Yours sincerely,
Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 882

12. LETTER T0 C. F. ANDREWS

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 8, 1928

MY DEAR CHARLIE,

I hope you have not become nervous over the news of my
health. There was nothing in it, and there is nothing in it now
so far as I can see. But as doctors themselves are frightened, I am
taking all precautions and taking full rest. I am doing only a
little bit of correspondence and that also by dictating.

Let me remind you that you have yet to finish the Shraddha-
nand series?.

1 Vide “Flood Relief Work in Sind”, 16-2-1928.
2 Three instalments of this had already appeared in Young India, 22-9-1927,
29-12-1927 and 5-1-1928.
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Here is a copy of a letter from Kanikaraj. You will know its
meaning fuller than I can.

I hope you will be going with Chhaganlal to Orissa so that he
may know exactly what you would want him to do.

My love to everybody at the Ashram.

From a photostat: S.N. 13065

13. LETTER TO MRS. L. C. UNNI

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 8, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your two letters both of which I have kept by me for
answer. It gave me great joy to see you in Calicut and it gave me
much pleasure to receive your letters and to learn that my writings
had given you some little help. I am delighted to find that you
are regularly spinning. And seeing you are doing it in a religious
spirit, I would like you to learn how to test the strength and the
fineness of your yarn. If you are a reader of Young India, you will
find the directions in the back numbers. I would ask you also to
read the “Prize Essay on Hand-spinning”!.

If you succeed in keeping early hours of the morning, I have
no doubt that they will give you a peace and a joy which are
not to be had in any other manner, provided, of course, that the very
first thing done in the morning is to put oneself in tune with the
Infinite. It is like putting oneself with perfect confidence in one’s
mother’s lap.

I hope that your vegetarianism is agreeing with your health.
If it does not, you must tell me what you are eating. I might be
able to give you some guidance.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs. L. C. Unnr

Laksumr ViLas
CALICUT

From a photostat: S.N. 13066

1 Hand-spinning and Hand-weaving by S. V. Puntambekar and N. S.
Varadachari



I14. LETTER T0 G. D. BIRLA
February 8, 1928

BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS]JI,

Your letter. Some digestible preparations can be made with
oil. But this experiment cannot be conducted from a distance. At
present fasting is the most essential and the best remedy for you.
I have no doubt about it.

Yours,
MoHANDAS

From the Hindi original: C.W. 6154. Courtesy: G. D. Birla

15. AFTER HARTAL?

With great deliberation and not without the exercise of great
self-restraint have I hitherto refrained practically from writing
anything about the boycott of the Statutory Commission. I recog-
nized the force of the appeal made to me by the Leader of Allaha-
bad not to meddle with or influence the boycott movement, but
to let the various parties manage it themselves. I recognized that
my interference was bound to bring in the masses more prominent-
ly into the movement and might possibly embarrass the promoters.
Now that the great demonstration is over, I feel free to say a word.
I tender my congratulations to the organizers for the very great
success they achieved on the hartal day!. It did my soul good to
see Liberals, Independents and Congressmen ranged together on
the same platform. I could not but admire the courage of the stu-
dents of Government colleges in absenting themselves from their
colleges for the sake of the national cause. All the world over stu-
dents are playing a most important and effective part in shaping
and strengthening national movements. It would be monstrous
if the students of India did less.

My object now is to draw attention to the fact that the very
success of the hartal will be turned against us if it is not followed
up by sufficient and persistent action. We must belie the prophecy
of Lord Sinha that the hartal was but a passing cloud. Let us bear

! February 3, 1928
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in mind that, notwithstanding our opposition, the Commission,
backed as it is by British bayonets, will go its own way. Where it
cannot get bona-fide recognition, it will be manufactured for it. Did
not a so-called deputation on behalf of ‘untouchables’ welcome the
Commission as its true deliverers? Claiming to know the un-
touchables more than the members of the deputation, I make bold
to assert that they no more represented the untouchables than
would a party of Japanese, for instance.

If then we are to ensure a complete boycott, not only will
there have to be a joint organization by all the parties for carrying
it out and possibly picketing, wherever the Commission goes, but
there must be some further demonstration of the nation’s strength.
Even though mine may be a voice in the wilderness and even at
the risk of repeating a thousandth time the same old story, I sug-
gest that there is nothing before the nation other than boycott of
foreign cloth which can be brought about effectively and quickly.
But like all great undertakings, it requires planning and organiz-
ing. It requires sustained and vigilant effort by a party of earnest,
able and honest men and women exclusively devoted to the task.
It is not an easy task. If it was, it would not produce the great
results that are promised for it. It must evoke the best in the
nation, before it is accomplished. But let us also frankly recognize
that if we cannot organize this one thing, we shall organize nothing
else.

Let me make my own position clear. I have no desire even now
to interfere with the present evolution of the national movement
except through occasional writings. This is written, therefore, by
way of a humble appeal to the different parties who are jointly
acting in order to vindicate national honour.

Young India, 9-2-1928



16. NOTES

UNION OF SouTH AFRICA

Though through the heroic efforts of the Rt. Hon. Srinivasa
Sastri the social status of our countrymen in South Africa has un-
doubtedly improved and life is becoming less unbearable for self-
respecting Indians, reminders come now and then from that sub-
continent that much yet remains to be done before the Indian
settlers enjoy the ordinary civic rights and feel their position safe.
The latest shock comes through a cable just received from Mr.
Albert Christopher, the new Deputy President of the South Afri-
can Indian Congress. Mr. Christopher was one of the volunteers
who served as well during the Boer War as during the late War.
He is South Africa born and has just returned after finishing his
education in England. The cable runs as follows:

Second reading Liquor Bill now going through Parliament notwith-
standing strong protest. Bill seeks deprive three thousand Indians their
families and dependents of livelihood ultimately drive them out of country.
Bill direct conflict letter spirit Cape Town Agreement. Clear racial legislation.
Indians greatly alarmed Government’s attitude. If Bill passes Cape Town
Agreement smashed. FEarnestly appeal your immediate intervention.

Even the respectable South African Press agrees with the
opinion of the South African Congress that the Bill violates the
Agreement which resulted from the Round Table Conference.
That it is aimed even at those who are already earning an honest
livelihood in hotels and bars is unquestioned. If the Union Parlia-
ment persists in the Bill, it simply means that being the stronger
party to the contract, it can safely commit breach of contract
whenever it wills. Our hope lies in Sjt. Sastri’s gentle diplomacy
saving not only the situation, but the honour of the Union Govern-
ment, the Union Parliament and the white people of South Africa
in spite of themselves. He, however, needs energetic support from
the Indian Press and the Indian public.

A PArRALLEL FrROM CHINA

A friend sends me a cutting from the New York Times contain-
ing the report of an interview with Mr. Ku Hung-Ming, one of
the most prominent Chinese, referring to the cultural greatness of
the Chinese people and its being belittled by foreigners. And refer-
ring to the inroads of foreign merchants upon China, Mr. Ku says:
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“I was similarly blind when I first returned from my long years
abroad,” he admits with disarming frankness. ‘At first I was ashamed
to admit I was Chinese; now I am so proud of my heritage that I am
conceited enough to think the rest of you are all barbarians.

“You see, our main trouble is economic. You Americans, for in-
stance, thought a great influx of Chinese labourers would upset your
industry and lower your standard of living. You acted promptly and
shut your door against Chinese.

‘“But we in China have suffered an invasion of your foreign machines
and of cheap machine-made goods, and those things have ruined us, just
[as] an influx of several million Chinese coolie labourers would have ruined
your industrial scheme.

“When I was a young man, for instance, even the women in our own
families spun and wove. At that time fully 100,000,000 Chinese women
spun and wove. Then came cheap foreign cotton goods and these
100,000,000 women have no productive life, but must live on the labours
of their menfolk. We are prevented from following your example of shut-
ting the door by the fact that the treaties forbid our taking any action.
We do not have even tariff autonomy.

“If I were an artist, I would draw you a cartoon which would show
you what I think of the unequal treaties.

“Picture a Chinese prone upon the ground and a foreigner standing
over him holding him down with his foot. ‘Get up,’ says the foreigner.
‘Take your foot off first,” says the Chinese. ‘No, you get up first,” says
the foreigner, putting more weight upon the foot.”

AmarL Jamia Funp

The following sums only have been hitherto received in answer
to the appeal in these pages:

Sheth Jamnalal Bajaj Rs. 1,000-0-0
Sjt. Rameshwardas, Dhulia v 51-0-0
,» Pyare Ali, Bombay » 100-0-0

Total Rs. 1,151-0-0

This is as yet a poor response. Often the response to appeals
made in these pages is an indication of the manner in which the
people receive certain movements. Evidently the strained relations
between the two communities are keeping the general body of
readers from responding. May I hope that wherever there are
men and women who believe in Hindu-Muslim unity, believe in
Hakimji as a great patriot, and in the necessity of supporting the
Jamia, they will not only themselves soon send in the contribu-
tions, but will also canvass them among their friends and neigh-

XXXVI-2
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bours? Every subscription big or small will be acknowledged in
these pages.

To THE FrIENDS IN KARNATAK AND ANDHRA DEsu

Inquiries are being made as to whether the proposed tours in
these provinces have been altogether abandoned. I may state in
answer that, though under pressure from Sjt. Gangadharrao
Deshpande and Deshbhakta Konda Venkatappayya, I have
postponed the tours, I have no idea whatsoever of abandoning
them altogether. If health permits and God otherwise wills it, I
propose to undertake them after the monsoons are over. But it is
safe not to build hopes on any fixed season. Sufficient for me to
give the assurance that I would like to tour in these and the remain-
ing provinces at an early date, if it is at all possible. Meanwhile
those who have already collected purses should send them either
to me or to the organizers.

Kuapr N THE PunjaB N 1885

I extract the following valuable information that Sjt. Balaji
Rao of Coimbatore collects for me from time to time from several
books. The extract is taken from a Monograph on the Cotton
Manufacture in 1885 by E. B. Francis:!

That the remuneration earned by the spinners was low did
not baffle the good workers, for, as the author says, they worked
during the leisure hours and whatever they earned was so much
gained. If the things are different now, it is because the tastes
have become vulgarized and foreign cloth, under an insidious
system of indirect protection, has been dumped down on this un-
happy land.

Young India, 9-2-1928

17. LETTER TO DR. M. A. ANSARI

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 11, 1928
DEAR DR. ANSARI,

Don’t you worry about my health. Doctors will frighten one.
This time the registered blood-pressure does not seem to produce
any impression on me. I am keeping fairly [fit]. I have strength
to walk, and I only lie on my back because doctors are imperative

I The extract is not reproduced here.
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and tell me that some blood-pressure cases are most illusive and
specially dangerous when the patient himself feels no visible effects.

This letter I am dictating in connection with Ajmal Jamia
Fund. Whilst you are in the midst of all the big people, I want
you to buttonhole them and get them to subscribe, no matter how
much. I fear that there will be little spontaneous response or it will
come when noted men and women have subscribed. If I had not
become bedridden, I would have done lobbying this side of India.
And I have not yet lost hope of being able to do it. I am not at
all sure of your scheme of deputations going round succeeding. I
know it is cruel to ask you to spare the time when it is occupied
between your practice and direct Congress work. But you have got
to find it for this work too.

If you have not seen my article “After Hartal?”’1] please look at
it. Unless you take up this universal and possible thing, boycott
of foreign cloth, the energy created by the boycott of the Statutory
Commission will be all waste of effort. Every negative action with-
out corresponding positive action becomes useless in the end.

Yours  sincerely,

From a photostat: S.N. 13069

18. LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,

February 11, 1928
DEAR MOTILALJI,

I am again on my back, and I suppose these ups and downs
will some day decide the final issue. The funny thing about the
blood-pressure this time is that I notice nothing myself. But I am
obeying the doctors as far as it is possible.

I had your telegram. I was sorry we could not meet before
you put yourself in harness again. But I suppose it was inevitable.

Jawahar was telling me that you were keeping none too well.
I hope however that you were thoroughly restored during the
voyage.

Yours sincerely,

From a photostat: S.N. 13070

1 Vide pp. 14-5.



19. LETTER TO A. FENNER BROCKEWAY

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 11, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter with enclosures. I do continue to hear
about the progress of your health through Paul and others. But I
was more than pleased to have your own letter and to know that
you were on the road to complete recovery and that you were able
yourself to write long letters.

Yes, the violence during the Madras hartal was most unfortu-
nate. The slightest relaxation of control precipitates violence.

I had a letter from Mr. Runham Brown. I sent a reply saying
that I would not be able to go. I still feel that my work outside
is also better done from the Indian platform. Itcan be said of it
that it is still in too experimental a stage to make any confident
claim about it, and if anything definite can be said about it with
complete confidence, it would be itself a very striking object-
lesson in no-war. Butl am keeping both the letters for reconsidera-
tion. I shall watch also how the blood-pressure behaves, and if I
find meanwhile any prompting from the inner voice in the direction
of going, I shall not hesitate to say yes.

The youth movement is a decided attraction.

I was delighted to hear from Mrs. Brockway. I am writing to
her directly.

Yours sincerely,

A. FenneEr Brockway, Esog.
GENERAL HospiTaL
MaADRAS

From a photostat: S.N. 14943



20. LETTER TO LILLA BROCKEWAY

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 11, 1928
DEAR FRIEND,

It was good of you to write to me. I should have cursed my-
self if I had not made time to go to your husband whilst I was
in Madras. It was a severe disappointment to all of us here not
to have him during the Congress session, but it was a great joy
that he and his companions in the car had such a miraculous escape.

I was much touched to see Mr. Brockway’s eyes moistening
when his sister mentioned your cable. Such spontaneous demon-
strations of human love bring us nearer to divine.

You must try to come to India one of these days. You will excuse
this dictated letter, for doctors have advised me to lie on my back.

Yours sincerely,

From a photostat: S.N. 14237

2]1. LETTER TO HAROLD F. BING

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 11, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your very kind and very warm invitation through
Mr. Fenner Brockway. I wish it was possible for me to say straight-
way ‘yes’ to you, but there are fundamental difficulties which I
have mentioned to Mr. Brockway. However, I am keeping your
invitation by me and shall allow it to soak into me, and ifI can see
my way clear, to accept it. I shall write to you further in the matter.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI
Harorp F. Bing, Eso.
Tue BritisH FEDERATION OF YOUTH

421 SenTINEL Housk, SoutHaMPTON Row
Lonpon, W.C. 1

From a photostat: G.N. 1015 and 3770



22. TALK WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF BARDOLI TALUK!

[Before February 12, 1928]

Kalyanji opened the talk, told him that they had practically covered
the whole of the taluk, which was unanimous so far as the fight was concerned,
but that they would prefer to refuse payment of the increment over the old
assessment.

GANDHIJI. I don’t quite understand that.

KALYANJI. 22 per cent enhancement has been imposed. The people
say they would like to pay the old assessment and refuse the 22 per cent
increment.

6. That is most dangerous. Government will fight you
with the help of your own money and recover the increment
in a moment. No assessment can be paid until the increment is can-
celled, and you must plainly say to Government: ‘Declare the
enhancement cancelled and then take the old assessment which

we are prepared to pay.” Are the people prepared to take up this
attitude ?

K. I am not quite sure about the bigger places like Bardoli or Valod,
for the Vanias in these places are naturally afraid that Government might
deprive them of their lands and transfer them to their original occupants, the
Raniparaj people. But the other villages are quite solid.

G. That’s all right. But is their cause just and their case
unassailable ?

KALYANJI: Certainly. Naraharibhai has demonstrated it in his articles.

G. I do not know. I have not read the articles with care.
But remember that you will have to keep the whole country
with you, and the first condition is that your cause must be per-
fectly just. Then there is another point. The people may be ready
to fight. But do they know the implications of satyagraha? Sup-
posing Vallabhbhai is removed with the rest of you, will they stand
together ?

K. That is more than I can say.

I Representatives of Bardoli ~ Taluk sought Gandhiji’s advice at the
request of Vallabhbhai Patel, who was to lead the Bardoli Satyagraha.
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¢. Well, you will have to ascertain that. But what does
Vallabhbhai say?

Sjt. Vallabhbhai had just arrived. He said he had studied the case and
had no doubt that the cause was just. Gandhiji said:

Well, then, there is nothing more to be considered. Victory to
Gujarat!

The Story of Bardoli, pp. 28-9

23. LETTER TO RICHARD B. GREGG

THE ASHRAM,

SABARMATI,
February 12, 1928

MY DEAR GOVIND,

I have your postcard. I am glad you won’t have to be in
Poona much longer now. I seem to be gaining ground—so the doc-
tors think. Personally I feel I have not lost any. Of course I did
lose weight, but then I did so with my eyes open. I could not con-
duct the difficult experiment of reverting to fruits and nuts without
having to lose weight. But I am now conducting it under better
auspices and with doctors watching. So this little collapse is per-
haps an advantage and it has imposed upon me a rest which per-
haps I needed.

I note the correction in the date about the spinning in Sind.

Yours sincerely,

From a photostat: S.N. 13071



24. LETTER TO MRS. HARKER

THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 12, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. The expenses at the Ashram need not be
more than Rs. 20 to 30 per month. But what is more necessary to
know is whether you can stand the life of the Ashram. It is so
different to all you have been hitherto used to that I should be ner-
vous about your taking to the Ashram life. And now the cold wea-
ther on this side of India is practically over. We are having hot
afternoons already and I wonder whether you can stand the sum-
mer of Sabarmati. Temperature goes up sometimes to 112, even
115. Sabarmati is not very far from Jacobabad, the hottest place
in India. Why not reproduce wherever you are the ideals for which
the Ashram stands ? Then you have the Ashram without its obvious
limitations, and you can add to or modify the ideals as much as
you like.

Yours sincerely,

MRrs. HARKER
3 SoNEHRI BacH
New DerHI

From a photostat: S.N. 13072

25. LETTER TO GIRDHARILAL

THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,

February 12, 1928

DEAR LALA GIRDHARILAL,

Your letter has been read to me. There need be no anxiety
about my health. So long as God wants some work through this
body, it will stand all trials and tests. I am obeying doctors fully
and taking complete rest, though personally I do not seem to feel
the want of it. I know that you will come whenever I want you,
however pressing your other engagements may be. The thought
that there are friends ready to help me is itself a great consolation.
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At the present moment there are enough nurse friends about me.

I seem to, and doctors too, think that I am making steady progress.
Yours  sincerely,

From a photostat: S.N. 13073

26. LETTER TO ROMAIN ROLLAND

THE AsHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 14, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

Mira has translated your latest letter for me.

My whole soul goes out to you in your grief especially because
it comes over a letter which makes you suspect me of hardness of
heart. I appreciate your desire to find me correct in all I do and
think. I do indeed want to stand well with you, but I must be true
to myself if I am to continue to deserve your warm friendship.

Let me first tell you that Mira’s letter reflected her own views
though they were found to coincide with mine. Neither Mira, so
far as I know her, nor I had the remotest idea of judging those two
good peasants.! Their action was undoubtedly one of heroism.
What we had in our minds was the heroism of a war-resister, and
from the record sent by you and as it was interpreted to me by
Mira, I missed that particular type of heroism which a war-resister
demonstrates in his own life. Joan of Arc was a heroine. So were
Leonidas and Horatius. But the heroism in each case was of a
different type, each noble and admirable in its own sphere.

In the answers given by the peasants, I do not notice any defi-
nite repugnance to war as war and a determination to suffer to the
uttermost in their resistance to war. These peasant friends, if my
recollection serves me right, are heroes representing and defending
the simple rustic life. These heroes are no less precious than those
of a militant war-resister type. We want to treasure all this hero-
ism, but what I feel is that we will serve the heroes and the cause
of truth better if we treated each type separately.

13

I Romain Rolland, in his reply dated March 7, wrote: . I under-
stand what you say regarding those two devout peasants of Savoi. I bow
before your reasons, though at the same time I believe that there are very few
men and women—at least in Europe—with whom ‘war-resistance’ is not
always mixed with other elements of thought, because almost every thought,
be it ever so intense, is not in man completely pure. . .”
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You have curiously raised the question of my participation in
the late War.! It is a legitimate question. I had answered it in the
last autobiographical chapter as if in anticipation of your question.
Please read it carefully and tell me at your leisure what you think
of the argument.?2 I shall treasure your opinion.

Lastly, I do want to reach perfection, but I recognize my limi-
tations, and the recognition is becoming clearer day after day.
Who knows in how many places I must be guilty of hardness of
heart, and I should not be surprised if you have noticed want of
charity in my writings in more places than one. I can only tell
you that the lapses are there in spite of my prayerful effort to the
contrary. I suppose it was not without reason that the early
Christians considered Satan to be not merely an evil principle but
evil incarnate. He seems to dominate us in every walk of life
and man’s mission is to overthrow him from power.

This letter of yours to Mira makes me more and more anxious
to see you in the flesh, and there is just a distant hope of my be-
ing able to do so this year if I keep good health and if other-
wise the inner voice guides me towards Europe. I am seriously
considering two invitations, and the desire to meet you may preci-
pitate my decision in favour of accepting those invitations.

Yours  sincerely,
RomaiN RoLLAND

From a photostat: S.N. 14942

1 Vide An Autobiography, Pt. IV, Ch. XXXVIII.

2To this Romain Rolland replied: ‘“Pardon me if I say to you that, in
spite of all my desire to enter into your thoughts and to approve of them, I
simply cannot do so. . . ”



27. ON THEIR TRIAL

What happened to the students during the Rowlatt Act agi-
tation is repeating itself now. During those precious days, one of
them wrote to me that he felt like committing suicide because he
was rusticated. A student now writes:

The students of. . . heard the mother’s call and responded to
it. We observed hartal on the 3rd. For this courageous deed of ours,
we are being fined Rs. 2 per head. The poor students are losing their
freeships, half-freeships and scholarships. Please write to Mr. . . . the
Principal, or advise him through Young India. Tell him we are no crimi-
nals, we have committed no crime. Tell him we listened and responded
to the mother’s call, we saved her, to our utmost, from dishonour. Tell
him we are no cowards. Please come forward to our aid.

I cannot follow the advice to write to the Principal. If he
is not to lose his ‘job’, I suppose he has to take some disciplinary
measures. So long as educational institutions remain under the
patronage of the Government, they will be, as they must be, used for
the support of the Government, and the students or the teachers
who support anti-Government popular measures must count the
cost and take the risk of being dismissed. From the patriot’s stand-
point, the students did well and bravely in making common cause
with the people. They would have laid themselves open to the
charge of want of patriotism, if not worse, if they had not res-
ponded to the country’s call. From the Government standpoint,
they undoubtedly did wrong and incurred their severe displeasure.
The students cannot blow hot and cold. If they will be with the
people’s cause, they must hold their scholastic career subservient
to the cause and sacrifice it when it comes in conflict with the inte-
rest of the country. I saw this quite clearly in 1920 and subse-
quent experience has confirmed the first impression. There is no
doubt that the safest and the most honourable course for the stu-
dent world is to leave Government schools and colleges at any
cost. But the next best course for them is to hold themselves in readi-
ness to be thrown out whenever a conflict occurs between the
Government and the people. If they will not be, as they have
been elsewhere, leaders themselves in the revolt against the Gov-
ernment, they must at least become staunch and true followers.
Let their facing of the consequences be as brave as was their res-
ponse to the nation’s call. Let them not humiliate themselves, let
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them not surrender their self-respect in trying to re-enter colleges
and schools from which they may have been dismissed. The brav-
ery of their response will be counted as bravado, if it succumbs
on the very first trial.

I hear that, during the days preceding the hartal, the students
discarded foreign cloth and very largely patronized khadi. Let it
not be said of them that this was but a passing show and that they
have, on pressure from without or temptation from within,
discarded khadi as quickly as they discarded foreign cloth. To me
foreign cloth for this country means foreign Government. I wish
this was accepted as a self-evident proposition.

Young India, 16-2-1928

28. MY HEALTH

It is a matter of great sorrow to me that my health should
cause anxiety to many friends. Hitherto I have allowed Maha-
dev Desai, subject to censorship, to write whatever he has wished
about my health, seeing that the break-downs, important or un-
important, occurred whilst I was travelling, and were supposed to
be due to fatigue, and because those who were in charge of me du-
ring the travels had a responsibility about my bodily condition.
But circumstances have now altered. I am having a respite from
travels and onerous public duties. I am taking part only to the
extent that I wish in reorganizing some of the activities in Guja-
rat, specially educational, for which I am perhaps predominantly
responsible. I have, therefore, felt called upon to take up what has
been a hobby of a lifetime, namely, dietetic experiments. They
are to me as important as many of the most important activities
which have engrossed me from time to time, and it was in the
course of these experiments that the present so-called break-down
has occurred. The alarming registrations of doctors’ instruments
have had no response in my own feeling. But I have accepted the
statement of medical friends that very often blood-pressure patients
feel no evil effects, although they may be stealthily present in the
body and must, therefore, be guarded against. Happily, however,
even these instruments registered last Sunday a very great im-
provement, a fall from 214mm. systolic to 178 mm. and a rise from
120mm. [sic] diastolic to 118 mm. I am also taking the rest pres-
cribed by Dr. Haribhai Desai and his medical companions, and
carrying on my dietetic experiments under their observations and
guidance. Dr. Muthu who seems to have made a special study of
dietetics is also kindly guiding me by correspondence.
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Having given all this information, I would implore news-
paper correspondents to curb their pen and kindly to forget me
and my health for the time being. And I would ask anxious
friends not to worry about my health, accepting my assurance
that I am in no hurry to die and that, therefore, I shall be taking
all the care of my body that is humanly possible for me, and is
consistent with the ideals to which the body is dedicated and which
I hold to be more precious than the body. Let the friends rest
assured that, if the nation has any use for this body of mine, it is
because a serious attempt has been made for many a long year to
hold it in trust for those ideals. I would ask them also to share
my belief, which I hold even at the risk of being dubbed a fatalist,
that not one hair of anyone’s body can be touched without His
will and that when He has no use for our bodies, He defies all the
care, attention and skill that money, prestige, patriotism, friend-
ship and what not can summon to one’s assistance. This belief does
not mean that I do not want to take advantage of the assistance
that medical friends all over India ungrudgingly and most gene-
rously render to me. I take that assistance gladly and faithfully.
For God has given me no inkling of His intentions, but He has
imposed upon me the duty of taking care of the body consistently
with other more imperative obligations which, in my opinion, He
has imposed upon me in common with the rest of humanity.

Young India, 16-2-1928

29. FLOOD-RELIEF WORK IN SIND

I gladly publish the following first instalment! of notes by
Prof. N. R. Malkani about the distress in Sind which was truly no
less acute than in Gujarat. But as I have already remarked before,
Gujarat attracted the widest attention not merely because of its
being the store-house of India’s donors, but also, and perhaps more,
because it found an army of workers under Vallabhbhai Patel ready
and determined to handle and organize the task of relieving dis-
tress. Sind no less than Orissa suffered because they could not
produce such an organization. But no lack of organization can be
allowed to excuse any avoidable misery. The public should
know that Prof. Malkani is himself personally organizing the relief
operations under the supervision of the Central Committee which,
I hope, is giving him all the assistance he may need.

Young India, 16-2-1928

1'This is not reproduced here.



30. CORRESPONDENCE

If for nothing else, I cannot refrain from publishing the fore-
going! for its subtle wit and sarcasm. Unfortunately for me, I am
responsible for the phrase ‘blot on Hinduism’, notwithstanding
my claim, often repudiated I know, to be a sanatani Hindu. If
the institution of war, in spite of its being contrary to the spirit of
the Christian teaching, may be said to be a blot upon Christian-
ity because war is universal in Christendom, untouchability may
safely be regarded as a blot upon Hinduism in spite of the con-
tention of a growing number of Hindus that untouchability has no
place in true Hinduism. If the expression pains some Hindus, it is
a healthy sign. When it pains the majority of Hindus and they
repudiate the charge, there will be no occasion to repeat it. And
if it is a blot, why may not a Mussalman who believed in the
truth and purity of Hinduism hold with his Hindu co-member
that it is a blot?

Young India, 16-2-1928

31. LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 18, 1928

MY DEAR C. R.,

Herewith Kelappan’s letter. I have asked him to discuss his
scheme with you. Whatever you think is feasible should be done.
You will not hesitate to sanction anything for fear of funds being
exhausted. All I am anxious about is that whatever work is done is
substantial and honest.

I hope you are now not worrying about my health. I have
not yet taken any vow about the milk and I am not going to do
anything unless I find the experiment to be absolutely successful.

I The letter, dated February 9, from S.D. Nadkarni is not reproduced here.
The correspondent had taken exception to the expression ‘“‘blot on Hinduism”
with reference to untouchability in a resolution on reorganization of the
Gujarat Vidyapith. He had suggested that it could be changed to ‘‘blot on
humanity” or deleted altogether.
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And not only I am carefully watching myself, but so also are
the Ahmedabad doctors. It is open to them to veto the experiment
at any time they like and I have promised to stop it. But I want
you, instead of thinking of somehow dodging and making me to
take milk, find out doctors or physicians who will help me to
arrive at a proper, purely vegetarian diet which will be more than
a substitute for milk. I am sure it is perfectly possible. Do please
therefore think over my suggestion.

Have you heard from Singapore friends at all? If we are to
go, I should like to start during the first week of April, because
the hot weather commences in right earnest in April in Ahmeda-
bad and it would be better to avoid it. And then there is the talk
of a visit to Burma from Singapore. I should like to negotiate it
and, if that also is to be done, there is very little time left. And
then there are two invitations from Europe to go there during
July and August.! I am inclined to accept them. The idea is
cooking in my brain. One is from the World’s Youth Peace Move-
ment. It seems to be an important movement managed by a good
organization. You may also consider the propriety or otherwise
of accepting these invitations.

Lakshmi must not have a relapse.

From a photostat: S.N. 13063

1 Vide “Letter to A. Fenner Brockway”, 11-2-1928.



32. LETTER TO AYLMER MAUDE

THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 18, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,
I thank you for your letter. I shall consider it a privilege to
do whatever I can in connection with Tolstoy’s works being
popularized in India. I hope at an early date to notice your letter
in the pages of Young India.l
Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanbpHI

M. AvyLMER MAUDE
HonN. ORGANIZING SECRETARY
THE TorLsTOY SOCIETY
CueLMsFORD (ENGLAND)
From a photostat: C.W. 4514. Courtesy: Aylmer Maude

33. LETTER TO ESTHER MENON

THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 18, 1928

MY DEAR CHILD,

I had your two letters under one cover. It did appear to me
that you had forgotten me entirely, and yet I knew that that wasn’t
possible. . . .2 was looking a picture of health when I saw her at
Madras, and she told me all about you.

You must have heard about the relapse in my health. I am
now under strict orders not to do any serious work involving men-
tal or physical strain. Except for spinning, therefore, I am on
my back. I am dictating this whilst spinning. But there is no cause
for anxiety. I am getting better and hope soon to be allowed to
move about.

1 Vide “Tolstoy Centenary”, 1-3-1928.
2 The original is damaged here.
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Yes. The Ashram remains what you have seen it to be. The
population is daily increasing and we have too few houses to accom-
modate all the inmates.

I am asking for a complimentary copy of Young India to be sent
to your address, and I shall see that as many back numbers as can
be spared are also sent.

I am so glad that all of you are flourishing in health. What
is Menon doing in England? Please send my love to him when

..I whom you know is in the Ashram just now. She has come
to pass a few days on her return from Delhi where she had gone
to attend a women’s conference. Mirabai is here and keeping very
good health indeed.

With love,

Bapu
Mgrs. EsTHER MENON
14 AsyLvEY
TaarR0AK, DENMARK

From a photostat: S.N. 14241

34. LETTER TO VIOLET

THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,

February 18, 1928
MY DEAR VIOLET,

I have your letter. I am very glad you have written to me so
frankly and fully. Bad though this proposed wedding of the ex-
Maharajah of Indore is, I would like you to understand the distinc-
tion between that wedding and the Simon Commission. The
Simon Commission is a public thing, whereas the wedding is a
private affair. A wedding cannot affect the future of three hun-
dred millions of India but the doings of the Simon Commission
are calculated for better or for worse to affect the future of the
whole of India. You can now understand the public resentment
over the Simon Commission. Nobody thinks anything of the mis-
deeds of private Englishmen or other white men. But when an
Englishman does anything wrong in his official capacity, it is im-
mediately resented and quite properly too. If you have not yet

1 The original is damaged here.

XXXVI-3
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understood or do not appreciate the distinction I have made,
please write to me.

You ask me whether I would again come to Ceylon if one lakh
rupees worth of khadi is taken up by the people there. I have no
doubt that the generous people of Ceylon are quite capable of
taking up more than a lakh rupees worth of khadi because there is
nothing strange about [it], but what will induce me to come back
to Ceylon is another donation to khadi. Buying of khadi is merely
exchanging, valuable as that is, and donation to khadi enables me
to widen the sphere of work among the poorest classes.

Yours sincerely,

SHRIMATI VIOLET

C/o MRrs. LiLy MUTHUKRISHNA
Casa-DeEL-MARr

ALEXANDRIA RoAD
WELLAWATTE

From a photostat: S.N. 13075

35. HAKIM AJMAL KHAN MEMORIAL

Readers know that this memorial is with regard to the Na-
tionalist Muslim University in Delhi. This Vidyapith is not
meant exclusively for Muslims. Hindus may also join it. The
teachers too are not exclusively Muslim; Hindus and Christians
also are there. However, as in the case of the Gujarat Vidyapith,
where the students are mostly Hindus, since Muslim students rarely
join it, so at the Jamia Millia too, few Hindus are enrolled. If the
authorities of the Gujarat Vidyapith could be blamed for the reluc-
tance of Muslim students the authorities of the Muslim university
can also be blamed for the reluctance of Hindu students to join them.
Considering the present vitiated atmosphere we should be con-
tent and grateful to God if the management and the staff of both
the institutions are free from rancour and mutually accommoda-
ting. It is my belief that just as the Gujarat Vidyapith will contri-
bute substantially towards the attainment of swaraj and will help
to safeguard it, that is, in implementing such constructive pro-
grammes as Hindu-Muslim unity, etc., so too will this Vidyapith
at Delhi. This prophecy of mine may or may not come true but if
we owe anything to Hakim Saheb, and if it brings us credit to have
a memorial to him for ever with us, we should all, to the best of our
abilities, contribute to this Fund. The Fund is growing at less than
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a snail’s pace, from which I gather that the Gujaratis do not res-
pond to this cause as they do to other causes. I regard it my duty to
say that this is not the correct attitude. Those who wish to achieve
Hindu-Muslim unity should help this cause. Everyone is inclined
to contribute to a popular cause. People remain indifferent to
a fund which is not popular, though it be beneficial in the long
run, if there is no one to rouse them. This is my appeal to that
indifferent class. It is not that the readers of Navajivan always
encourage only what is popular. The readers of Navajivan have
contributed in other ways, if not in the form of money, to funds
that were not popular but would increase people’s strength. They
must now show that liberal spirit and power of discretion. Let not
the Jamia Millia be crushed between the two opposing forces.
Since the Jamia Millia does not nourish the present atmosphere
of hatred, the general Muslim masses appear indifferent towards
it, and if the Hindus too should be indifferent under the pre-
sumption that Muslims alone should support it, the Jamia Millia
would be nowhere and Hakimji’s memorial would meet with the
same fate. It is the special duty of Swarajists, Hindus as well as
Muslims, not to let this happen. I hope the readers of Navajivan
will observe this dharma. I suggest donors should not rest content
after giving in their personal contributions but should also try
to collect as much as possible from their neighbours.
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 19-2-1928

36. TO THE PEASANTS OF BARDOLI

There is not a corner of India familiar with the word ‘swa-
raj’ which is not also familiar with Bardoli. The country has, there-
fore, a right to expect something distinctive and courageous in all
the tasks that are undertaken by this taluk. You have taken the
very grave step of offering satyagraha. You have now no alternative
but to prove yourselves worthy of it. No one could have found fault
with you if you had not taken that step. However, having once
taken it, you will make yourselves an object of ridicule in the eyes
of the whole of India if you beat a retreat now. No one can
blame Bardoli for the postponement of the fight for swaraj that it
had pioneered. People in a far-off province committed an act of
indiscretion and the Bardoli movement had to be postponed. I
have not the slightest doubt that it was all to the good. However,
on this occasion, I think it is proper to remind you that thereafter
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you have not been keeping to the extent you should your vows
about khadi, untouchability and so on. And, because of this laxity
on your part, I have my doubts about how far you will adhere to
the pledge you have taken this time. I hope you will dispel this
fear by your determined conduct.

Shri Vallabhbhai Patel has given you a clear warning. It is
not in his hands to make a success of your struggle. The key to
success is in your own hands. Even if he goes to the gallows,
Vallabhbhai cannot fulfil your pledge. As the saying goes: “One
cannot go to heaven unless one dies.” So also one has to fulfil
one’s own pledges. I do not think there are two opinions about the
justice of your cause. If, however, you do not have the strength
to prove it you will not triumph despite its justice. If you under-
stand it, rather than till the land only to pay the vighoti! it would
be saving yourselves a great deal of trouble if those who collect this
tax confiscated your land. If the Government will not listen to you
and you do not bow down to them—and if the Government aims
at ruining you, it will not send you to jails, but will rather seize
your property. As in Kheda, here too they would confiscate your
utensils and your land. Nevertheless, you have one invaluable
thing which they cannot attach and that is your soul, your
self-respect. If you put your person and all your property in one
scale and your self-respect in the other, the latter will always be
found heavier. Satyagraha is the mantra for safeguarding it. Vic-
tory is yours if you are prepared to withstand whatever loss you
may incur while safeguarding it and you will prove worthy of
having a leader like Vallabhbhai; moreover, you yourselves will
be included in the category of the courageous. You must see to it
that by fulfilling your pledge you enhance your own prestige as
well as that of Vallabhbhai, Gujarat and the whole of India.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 19-2-1928

I Land revenue



37. LETTER TO DR. C. MUTHU

THE AsHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 21, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

A son of a valued jeweller friend has a tubercular bone. He
has been treated in a sanatorium in Solon from where he is now
being brought to Bombay. The father would now like to place his
son under your treatment if you would handle the case. He can
be sent anywhere you may advise. If you think that he should be
examined by you in Bombay before you could finally decide, the
father is well able to bear the expenses. I shall thank you if you
can let me know by wire your advice in the matter, and in order
to save time, repeat it to Sjt. Revashanker Jagjivan Jhaveri, 7
Laburnum Road, Gamdevi, Bombay, whose telegraphic address is
“Morality”.

I do want to write to you about my diet, but of this later. I
seem to be doing well.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. C. MutHau
EcMORE
MADRrAS

From a photostat: S.N. 13076; also G.N. 1271

38. LETTER TO ALICE MCKAY KELLY

THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,

February 21, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

What you tell me and what I read about the poisonous influ-
ence of Mother India distresses me, but I take comfort in the thought
that untruth is always overcome by truth and that that book is full
of untruth.

I know that Mr. Dhan Gopal Mukerjee is doing good work.



38 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

I have forwarded your cheque for five dollars to the Manager,
Young India, and I hope you are now receiving your copy.
Yours sincerely,
MRrs. Arice McKay KeLLy

130 East 40TH STREET
New York City

From a photostat: S.N. 14244

39. LETTER TO ROHINI POOVIAH

THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 21, 1928

MISS ROHINI POOVIAH,

Your letter was an unexpected pleasure. As I am under
orders not to work and have still to lie on my back as much as
possible, I must not dictate much beyond telling you that I have
often thought of you and wanted to know what you were doing.
I do hope that you will get something suitable in the near future.
Do please keep me informed of your movements and I shall forgive
all your past crimes. Sita has promised to look in now and then.
Are you keeping good health?

Yours sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 13077

40. LETTER TO RAMESHWARDAS PODDAR
Tuesday [February 21, 1928

BHAI RAMESHWARDAS]JI,

Your letter. Certainly, do leave the boys at the Wardha
school. They will be well looked after in the Ashram. Be at peace
by imprinting Ramanama in your heart.

I am keeping good health.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 194

! From the postmark



41. LETTER TO NORA S. BAILLIE!

February 22 [19287?

I have your letter for which I thank you. In reply I can
only say we must each approach and worship God in accordance
with the light He has vouchsafed to us.

M. K. G.
From a photostat: S.N. 14222

42. LETTER TO DEVI WEST

THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 22, 1928

The card you mention in your letter is now missing. You must
please therefore send the one you have. I am glad you are now
getting Indian Opinion regularly. Ramdas was married now nearly
a month ago. He and his wife are leaving tomorrow for Rajkot
where he expects to settle down. You must have read the account
of the wedding in the pages of Young India.> It was a magnificently
simple affair. It could not have been made simpler.

I am personally feeling quite all right, but doctors being an-
xious have imposed complete rest on me. I must not, therefore,
dictate a long letter. Devdas is here. He is going to Delhi short-
ly. Chhaganlal has gone to Orissa to serve the poor people there.

Yours sincerely,

Miss DEvi WEsT
23 GEORGE STREET
Louts, Linc.
ENGLAND

From a photostat: S.N. 14246

1 Wife of the Rev. A. A. Baillie, Superintendent of the Indian Mission in
Natal

2 This note was in reply to a letter of the addressee dated December 12,
1927.

3 Vide Vol. XXXV, pp. 499-500.



43. LETTER TO HENRY NEIL

THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 22, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter!.

Under British rule, millions of children are starving for want
of nourishing food and they are shivering in winter for want of
sufficient clothing. And this I say not of the cities of India, which
contain but a microscopic minority of the population of India,
but I say this without fear of contradiction about the seven hun-
dred thousand villages of the country scattered over a surface
1,900 miles long and 1,500 miles broad.

I suppose your first question ‘under non-Christian Religions’
is included in the second. But, if your first question relates to
India before British rule, I can only give you my inference that the
little ones were infinitely happier than they are now under British
rule.

Your third question is difficult to answer. Which Jesus have
you in mind? The Jesus of history? Not being a critical student
of history, I do not know the Jesus of history. Do you mean the
Jesus whom Christian England and Christian Europe represent?
If so, your question is, it seems to me, already answered. If you
mean the mystical Jesus of Sermon on the Mount who has still to
be found, I suppose the condition of India’s children will be a trifle
better than it is now when men conform to the precept of Love.

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GanpHI
Jupce HENrRY NEIL, Eso.
C/o AmEricAN Express Co.
RUE ScriBE
Paris—FrRANCE

From a photostat: S.N. 14248

I Dated January 3, 1928; it read: . . . Please tell me the condition of
the poor children of India, under their non-Christian religions, and under British
rule. Then in contrast please tell me what you think would be the condition
of these children if Jesus was in full control of India and the people followed
His teachings. . ..” (S.N. 14224).



44. LETTER TO L. LE MONS

THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,

[February 22, 1928]!
DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter of 2nd December which was re-
ceived some days ago with a postal order for Rs. 1,190. Please
convey my thanks to the donors for their donation for khadi as
also for their assurance that a similar donation will be renewed
from year to year.

Yours sincerely,

Mons. L. LE Mons
BAcLIEU
FrEncH CocHiN CHINA

From a photostat: S.N. 14249

45. LETTER T0 P. C. GHOSH

THE AsHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 22, 1928

MY DEAR PROFULLA BABU,

I have been able to reach your letter only today lying on my
bed, though, accurately speaking, I am just now not on my
bed, but at the spinning-wheel for which and which alone and for
prayer I am allowed to leave it. And whilst I am spinning or
whilst I am lying on my back, I dictate some little correspon-
dence and in this condition I am trying to overtake arrears. In
doing so, I came upon your letter.

I am glad about the compromise?. I hope that now there will
be no more violent scenes.

I The letter was dictated by Gandhiji in English on February 22 and
given to Mirabehn to translate into French. The French version was signed
by Gandhiji on February 24.

2 Arrived at between the Hindus and the Muslims at Comilla as a
result of which all cases pending in courts were withdrawn
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What you say about the Congress is largely true.! And those
who believe in constructive work and non-violence have to counter-
act the talkative activities and falsities by silent, dignified, un-
revengeful work and that alone. I do not make of the Congress a
fetish, but the oldest political institution we have in the country has
to be approached with becoming respect and tenderest feeling.
All public institutions have their ups and downs. Has not the
House of Commons got its hypocrisy and humbug? I know that
it is no model for us, but for the British nation, modelled as it is,
it would be wrong to decry the House of Commons. They can
only mend it wherever it is possible, unless there are Englishmen
who consider the civilization that the House of Commons repre-
sents is worthless. Personally, I still cling to the ideal that the
Congress represents, and, therefore, generally observe silence
where I cannot serve and I ask you and co-workers who are non-
violent non-co-operators to do likewise. We have to be non-
violent even towards erring co-workers, erring Congressmen.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. ProrurLLa CHANDRA GHOSH
ABHOY ASHRAM
CoMiLLA

From a photostat: S.N. 13046

46. FIGHT SQUARE IF YOU MUST?

The foregoing is dealt with below. The headline ‘Fight
Square If You Must’ is, in my opinion, a more correct rendering
of fag ﬂﬁga F instead of ‘At Least Wage a Religious War’ in
the authorized translation.

Young India, 23-2-1928

1 The addressee, in a letter dated January 19, had written: “Humbuggism

is writ large on the Congress .. .. The Congress President and the working
General Secretary are the two best illustrations of the doctrine that ‘we are a
nation of talkers’. ... Personally I have lost all faith in the Congress which I

consider a place for bluffers” (S.N. 14046).

2 This was an article published in Swarajya, 15-9-1927, a translation of which
was published in Young India. For Gandhiji’s comments, vide the following
item.



47. REMINDING OF OLD TIMES

Sjt. Shankarrao Dev and Sjt. V. B. Harolikar were convicted
the other day at Poona under Section 124-A and sentenced to
undergo imprisonment for two years with hard labour. There
were two charges against them: waging war against the King
(Section 121) and attempting to excite disaffection against the
Government established by law in British India (Section 124-A).
Sjt. Dev as editor of Swarajya wrote the article which was the
subject-matter of the offence and Sjt. Harolikar was the publisher.
I print elsewhere the authorized translation of the offending article
as produced before the court by the prosecution. Though it ad-
mits of improvement, it cannot be called an unfair presentation of
the original.

The accused will not be defended by counsel though free as-
sistance was volunteered by Dadasaheb Karandikar and other
lawyers of distinction. Friends advised them to be defended. They
were told that everybody nowadays sought legal advice without
any slur being cast on them. But these non-co-operators were
adamant. They did not care what others did. They were non-
co-operators on principle and therefore did not wish to listen
to any advice based on prudential considerations. I knew Sjt. Dev
in Yeravda. He with Sjt. Dastane had undertaken a severe fast
from which it was difficult for me to wean them. I tender my
congratulations to these friends on their firmness in abiding by
their own convictions. For I am convinced that of such will the
Kingdom of Swaraj be made. They have undoubtedly brought
swaraj nearer by their crystal-like sacrifice. Let no one think that
such solitary individual sacrifice has no place in nati<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>