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PREFACE

This volume, covering the period November 1, 1928 to
February 3, 1929, marks the beginning of Gandhiji’s direct involve-
ment once again in national politics after an interval of three years.
The popular demonstrations against the Simon Commission and
the Government’s efforts to suppress them, as highlighted by the
police assault on Lala Lajpat Rai in Lahore and Jawaharlal
Nehru in Lucknow, had aroused a widespread desire in the coun-
try for positive action to vindicate national honour. Gandhiji was
not yet sure of his power over the masses to be able tolead a non-
violent struggle (p. 5), but, yielding to Motilal Nehru’s appeal
(p. 290), he attended in December the annual session of the
Congress at Calcutta, where he took a leading part in guiding
the deliberations and evolving a compromise resolution giving
one year’s ultimatum to the British Government for the accep-
tance of the national demand. The volume ends with Gandhiji
leaving the Ashram, after a month’s rest, for a tour of Sind com-
mencing on February 3, 1929, on which date also appeared in
Navajivan the last instalment of his autobiography.

Gandhiji congratulated Lajpat Rai and Jawaharlal Nehru
on the police assault on them. Since the people would have to
learn “the art of dying in the country’s cause”, it was ‘“‘the most
economical thing that leaders get assaulted or shot instead of
obscure people (p. 29). He advised the people “to continue their
non-violence in the face of the gravest provocation’, so that the
demonstrations against the Commission might be regarded “as so
many lessons in non-violence preparatory to the final struggle ...”
“That day”, he added, “is fast coming, faster than most of us ima-
gine” (p. 162). Lajpat Rai died a few days after the assault.
Gandhiji showered unstinted praise on him, as he had done
before on Tilak (pp. 78 & 282).

Though Gandhiji was mentally preparing himself for a
struggle, which he regarded as inevitable, circumstances did not
yet seem favourable to his assuming active leadership of the
Congress. There were wide and fundamental differences between
him and influential sections in the Congress which made him
sometimes feel almost helpless. Writing to Motilal Nehru about
the prevailing state of affairs, he said: “I must cut my way
through these grievous difficulties with patient toil. After all Dr.
Bidhan and Subhas represent a definite school of thought. . . .
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There is utter confusion in my mind created by the kaleidos-
copic scenes going on before one in the country. . .. But I know
you are as much at home with such things as I am with the
charkha” (p. 107).

The immediate occasion for this confession of helplessness
was his persistent difference of view with the Reception Commit-
tee of the forthcoming Congress session at Calcutta regarding the
nature of the Exhibition to be held at the time of the session.
The Committee had planned to include in the Exhibition mill
textiles and selected items of machinery, and it was even reported
to be seeking the co-operation of local Governments for obtain-
ing exhibits. This ran counter to the basic principles of non-co-
operation and the constructive programme with khadi in the
centre. Gandhiji disapproved of the plan but wrote to Dr. B. C.
Roy, Chairman of the Reception Committee: “. . . I would not
like you, an esteemed co-worker, to give up your views or

principles in order to please me. . . . I assure you that I shall
tender the same respect for your principles as I would crave
from you and all for mine . . .”” (pp. 7 & 9).

At the Calcutta Congress, Gandhiji tried to accommodate
the point of view of Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Chandra
Bose and helped in evolving a compromise resolution adopting
the Nehru Report “as a great step in political advance’ (p. 268)
and laying down a time-limit for its acceptance by the British
Parliament. As a further concession to the dissident leaders, the
time-limit was advanced from 31st December 1930 to 31st Decem-
ber 1929. Explaining his reasons for yielding, Gandhiji said:
“ . . .the national life is a perpetual struggle whilst it is growing.
It is a struggle not only against the environments that seek to
crush us but also a struggle between our own ranks. .. . If we
want unity, then adjustment and readjustment, a series of compro-
mises honourable to both parties and to variety of opinions, is to
be effected” (pp. 284-5). Striking a personal note, he said: “There
are in our midst today those who would stop at nothing, who in
their impatience do not mind if they rush headlong even to perdi-
tion. . . . What am I to say to those flowers of the country who prize
its liberty just as much as I do, if not perhaps much more?”’ (p. 286)

Though he believed that even two years was all too short a
time for the preparation for a civil disobedience campaign, he
said to himself: “What does it matter if all these impatient young
men want me to share the discredit of showing nothing at the
end of one year? I will share it” (p. 293). It was by this intense-
ly personal and human approach that Gandhiji held together
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leaders of the most diverse temperaments and widely differing
points of view and welded them into a united team.

While he was prepared to co-operate on honourable terms with
all the parties in the country, he was also not afraid of going to
the Viceroy when he could do so consistently with the creed of
non-co-operation. Both to the Indian parties and the British Gov-
ernment he made a similar approach and spoke in identical
terms: “I non-co-operate with the evil, I do not non-co-operate
with the good. I do not non-co-operate with persons, I non-co-
operate with measures .. . If the Viceroy today asks me to
go to him to discuss things of importance for the country on a
footing of equality I will go there barefooted and still defend my
non-co-operation.”” It was for the Congress to develop internal
strength and to go to the House of Commons not as beggars but
as “‘a high contracting party” (p. 289).

Having made himself a party to the Resolution of ultimatum
to the British Government at the Calcutta Congress and drawn
up a programme of active preparation for a campaign of non-
violent non-co-operation, Gandhiji felt obliged to abandon his
contemplated tour of Europe. Giving his apologies to European
friends who had been looking forward to the visit, he wrote: “...1I
feel that I would be guilty of desertion if I now went away to
Europe” (p. 416). He had thought, he said, that he would be able
to interpret true non-violence to the West by word of mouth.
“But the more I ponder over the thing, the more unworthy I
appear to myself to be. I need greater preparation and greater
self-purification to make me a worthy vehicle” of the message
(p. 417).

The message, it seemed, had not been fully delivered even in
India, as was evidenced by occasional political murders and the
widespread secret approbation given to them. Commenting on
the assassination of Assistant Superintendent Mr. Saunders of
Lahore, Gandhiji called for ‘“‘a new valuation of such terms as
heroism, patriotism, religiousness and the like” (p. 275). “The
curse of assassination and kindred crimes”, he told the youth of
the country, “is not advancing the progress to humanity, religion
or true civilization. . . . The temple of freedom requires the
patient, intelligent and constructive effort of tens of thousands of
men and women, young and old” and acts of violence ‘‘retard
the progress of this quiet building™ (p. 276).

Symptomatic of the new dynamism in the air, there was a pro-
longed strike in January 1929 by students of the Gujarat College
in Ahmedabad in protest against the Principal’s action in im-
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posing a fine on all students who had absented themselves from
college on the Simon Commission boycott day. Though in itself
a purely local affair, the strike seemed to demonstrate the new
temper of youth in the country. Gandhiji was quick to perceive
the national significance of the strike and told the students: “I am
not exaggerating when I say that you are inaugurating a new
era’” (p. 413).

The volume contains a long and anguished letter to Maulana
Shaukat Ali which is of historic importance as practically regis-
tering a final break between the two leaders. Referring to a
speech by the Maulana at Kanpur, Gandhiji asked him to
apologize to the Hindus for having wounded their feelings
through it and added: “I would go all the way with you in
accusing the Hindu of his many misdeeds; but I am unable to
hold with you that he has been ever the aggressor, ever the tyrant
and his Mussalman brother always the injured victim. . .. In
your Cawnpore speech you are too terribly dogmatic and empha-
tic. The assumption of infallibility is unworthy of you” (p. 130).
He was not anxious to see their correspondence published. ‘“But”,
he said, “if you think that there is nothing left for you but war
to the knife, by all means publish the correspondence” (p. 131).
As for himself, he claimed, “mine is a unilateral partnership and
therefore my partnership with you and the other Mussalmans is
indissoluble. Though they may disown me a million times, I shall
still be theirs when occasion demands it (p. 132). That the Mau-
lana’s public attack had not made the slightest difference to Gan-
dhiji’s attitude even temporarily is seen from his letter, a few days
later, to Dr. B. S. Moonje, a Hindu nationalist leader: “If you
will take the analogy of Afghanistan, why do you expect Mussal-
mans to be Hindus in Hindustan? . . . For the service of India,
Mussalmans, Jews, Christians should be Indians even as Hindus
should be Indians (pp. 231-2). The same comprehensive national-
ism is taught in the message to Christian Indians (p. 323).

The affairs of the Ashram seem to have exercised Gandhiji’s
mind a good deal at this time. Having “for the sake of humility
and truth” (p. 24) changed its name from Satyagraha Ashram
to Udyoga Mandir and thus given rise to some speculation that the
ideals of truth and brahmacharya were being abandoned, Gandhiji
had to explain the correct position: ““The name Satyagraha Ashram
was adopted deliberately and with the intention of giving the full-
est effect to its meaning. But the progressive realization of the
meaning of the name made us conscious of our unworthiness to
bear it” (p. 33). His earnest appeal to the Ashram women was:
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“Always appear what you really are; whatever you do, do it open-
ly”” (p. 195). The kitchen was a school where “the food should
be scientifically stored, cooked and eaten’ so that the body as the
“temple of God’ could be ‘kept clean and preserved through nou-
rishment” (pp. 236-7). Through an ever-increasing effort for self-
purification, he assured the inmates of the Wardha Ashram, ‘“you
will be serving yourselves, your country and the world” (p. 128).
The numerous letters to Chhaganlal Joshi, who had been
appointed Secretary of the Ashram, illustrate Gandhiji’s hand-
ling of delicate human problems which arose in the Ashram
from time to time, even as they show him at work training
a co-worker. One such problem concerned the widow and
daughters of the late Maganlal Gandhi. Gandhiji had to
relax some of the rules of the Ashram for their sake much against
his will (p. 82). The occasional failings of the Ashram inmates
sometimes filled Gandhiji with self-doubt. ‘“Do you not agree”,
he wrote to Chhaganlal Joshi, ‘“‘that my boasted skill in under-
standing people is nothing of the kind? .. . These clouds trouble
me; still bigger ones will come™ (pp. 242-3). But in all difficulties
aid came from an unfailing source. ‘“The more attentively you
listen to the antaratman, the purer will your decisions be, you
will become purer, more fearless and calmer, and your health too
will improve” (p. 198).

A stern taskmaster, Gandhiji did not hesitate to point out
to Mahadev Desai his lapses (pp. 158 & 188-9). He helped many
strangers to solve their casuistical problems (pp. 183, 377 & 393).
He even drafted for Prabhavati Narayan a letter to be sent to her
father-in-law (p. 208). Even while offering guidance Gandhiji
issued a warning against blind faith and stressed the need for
mutual communication. “You may have faith in the principles
which I lay down, but the conclusions which I draw from certain
facts cannot be a matter of faith. Faith has no place in a matter
which can be grasped by reason. Hence, whenever you see my
ignorance as regards facts and find the reasoning vitiated by that
ignorance, please do correct me” (p. 217).

Explaining to a friend his horror of what he saw at Kali-
ghat, Gandhiji said: “My soul rises in rebellion against the cold-
blooded inhumanity that goes on there in the name of religion.”
But he did not possess the strength to offer his own life to save the
lives of innocent animals. “And till I can do that, he said, “I
must bear the cross of my imperfect existence” (p. 244). The
same horror and the same helplessness are expressed in the account
of an earlier visit to Calcutta (An Autobiography, Pt. III, Ch. 18).
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Commenting on thin attendance at the Ashram prayers he
wrote: “As the body needs food and feels hungry, so the soul needs
and feels hungry for prayer. Prayer is a form of communica-
tion with God” (p. 197). In the “Eternal Duel” Gandhiji replied
to a correspondent’s question how to overcome cowardice, eradi-
cate bad habits and ‘“‘recreate” oneself. Once we have made our
choice to ally ourselves with the forces of good against the forces of
evil, the most potent means of progress was prayer, “‘that sacred
alliance between God and man whereby he attains his deliverance
from the clutches of the prince of darkness” (p. 247). It is only
with the help of Rama that we can ‘“‘overcome the ten-headed
Ravana of passions within us” (p. 251). To secure and use this
help, Gandhiji showed the way in his advice to the Ashram
inmates at Wardha: “If you awake every morning with His name
on your lips and invoke His aid to help you in your struggles
during the day and at night time before retiring take stock of the
day’s failures and lapses, make a confession of them to your Maker
and do a sincere penance for them—the only fitting penance for
a lapse is to make a firm resolve not to allow it to happen again
—vyou will thereby build, as it were, a solid wall of protection round
you and gradually temptations will cease to assail you’ (p.255).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up in
small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of
speeches and interviews, as also passages which are not by Gan-
dhiji, have been set up in small type. In reports of speeches and
interviews slight changes and omissions, where necessary, have
been made in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with the
original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand
corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied
within square brackets, the reasons being given where necessary.
The date given at the end of an item alongside the source is that
of publication. The writings are placed under the date of publi-
cation, except where they carry a date-line or where the date
of writing has special significance and is ascertainable.

References to Volume I of this series are to the revised
edition (1969). References to An Autobiography cite only the
Part and Chapter, in view of the varying pagination in different
editions.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N. refers
to those available in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangraha-
laya, New Delhi; G.W. denotes documents secured by the Collect-
ed Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the
text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered
by the volume are also provided at the end.
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LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI (3-12-1928)
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LETTER TO KALI KRISHNA NARAIN (13-12-1928)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS (13-12-1928)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (13-12-1928)
LETTER TO RAMABEHN JOSHI (13-12-1928)

LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA (13-12-1928)

LETTER TO TULSI MAHER (13-12-1928)

LETTER TO HEMPRABHA DAS GUPTA (About 13-12-1928)
LETTER TO DR. B. C. ROY (14-12-1928)

LETTER TO AKOOR ANANTHACHARI (14-12-1928)
LETTER TO RUP NARAYAN SHRIVASTAVA (14-12-1928)
LETTER TO HARI KRISHAN DASS (14-12-1928)
LETTER TO DR. SACHCHIDANAND SINHA (14-12-1928)
LETTER TO J. D. ATRE (14-12-1928)

LETTER TO V. N. KHANOLKAR (14-12-1928)

LETTER TO AMARNATH (14-12-1928)

A LETTER (14-12-1928)

LETTER TO C. N. DEVARAJAN (14-12-1928)

LETTER TO JEROME DAVIS (14-12-1928)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (14-12-1928)
LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (14-12-1928)
LETTER TO DIRECTOR, PUSA INSTITUTE (15-12-1928)
LETTER TO JAGANNATH (15-12-1928)

LETTER TO KUSUM DESAI (15-12-1928)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (15-12-1928)
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LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (15-12-1928)
LETTER TO MOOLCHAND AGRAWAL (15-12-1928)
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT OF KHADI (16-12-1928)
LETTER TO DR. B. S. MOONJE (16-12-1928)
LETTER TO HONORARY SECRETARY, ALL-INDIA PRESS

CONFERENCE (16-12-1928)
LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI (16-12-1928)
LETTER TO SHANTIKUMAR MORARJI (16-12-1928)
LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (16-12-1928)
TELEGRAM TO MOTILAL NEHRU (17-12-1928)
LETTER TO V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI (17-12-1928)
LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI (17-12-1928)
LETTER TO KUSUM DESAI (17-12-1928)
LETTER TO ASHRAM WOMEN (17-12-1928)
LETTER TO TARABEHN (17-12-1928)
LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (17-12-1928)
LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (17-12-1928)
LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (17-12-1928)
LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (Before 18-12-1928)
LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (18-12-1928)
LETTER TO KUSUM DESAI (18-12-1928)
LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (19-12-1928)
LETTER TO KUSUM DESAI (19-12-1928)
LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (19-12-1928)
LETTER TO JETHALAL (19-12-1928)
DISCUSSION WITH A CAPITALIST (Before 20-12-1928)
DISCUSSION ON KALI TEMPLE (Before 20-12-1928)
DISCUSSION WITH A TEACHER (Before 20-12-1928)
SPEECH TO KHADI WORKERS (Before 20-12-1928)
THE ETERNAL DUEL (20-12-1928)
DINABANDHU’S TRIBUTE (20-12-1928)
NOTES (20-12-1928)
WANTED HINDI TEACHERS (20-12-1928)
EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS (20-12-1928)
KHADI IN HYDERABAD STATE (20-12-1928)
TELEGRAM TO MANAGER, ASHRAM, SABARMATI (20-12-1928)
LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (20-12-1928)
SPEECH AT WARDHA ASHRAM (20-12-1928)
INTERVIEW AT NAGPUR STATION (20-12-1928)
LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (21-12-1928)
SPEECH AT SAMBALPUR (22-12-1928)
LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (22-12-1928)
LETTER TO SHANTIKUMAR MORARJI (22-12-1928)
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LETTER TO MOHANLAL MISRA (22-12-1928)

LETTER TO BABAN GOKHALAY (22-12-1928)

LETTER TO K. T. PAUL (22-12-1928)

MY NOTES (23-12-1928)

TELEGRAM TO  PRINCIPAL, GUJARAT  VIDYAPITH
(24-12-1928)

TELEGRAM TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (24-12-1928)

TELEGRAM TO PURUSHOTTAMDAS TANDON (24-12-1928)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (24-12-1928)

LETTER TO ASHRAM WOMEN (24-12-1928)

LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (24-12-1928)

LETTER TO V. G. JANARDAN RAO (26-12-1928)

SPEECH ON RESOLUTION ON NEHRU REPORT, CALCUTTA
CONGRESS—I (26-12-1928)

UNITY IN THE PUNJAB (27-12-1928)

CURSE OF ASSASSINATION (27-12-1928)

ALL-INDIA SPINNERS’ ASSOCIATION (27-12-1928)

A SINDH CURSE (27-12-1928)

MILK FOR BOMBAY (27-12-1928)

TELEGRAM TO LABOUR UNION, AHMEDABAD (27-12-1928)

LETTER TO DR. H. W. B. MORENO (27-12-1928)

LETTER TO RAJA OF KANIKA (27-12-1928)

LETTER TO HOWARD HANLEHURST (27-12-1928)

A LETTER (27-12-1928)

LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS (27-12-1928)

LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (On or before 28-12-1928)

SPEECH ON RESOLUTION ON NEHRU REPORT, CALCUTTA
CONGRESS—II (28-12-1928)

WHAT IS IN A NAME? (29-12-1928)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (29-12-1928)

SPEECH ON RESOLUTION ON CONSTRUCTIVE PROGRAMME,
CALCUTTA CONGRESS (29-12-1928)

LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT (30-12-1928)

LETTER TO M. T. WALAWALKER (30-12-1928)

LETTER TO SAYYID ABDUL LATIF (30-12-1928)

LETTER TO TARA SHANKER (30-12-1928)

LETTER TO SACHINDRA NATH MAITI (30-12-1928)

LETTER TO RAJA OF KANIKA (30-12-1928)

LETTER TO LADY R. L. RAMANATHAN (30-12-1928)

LETTER TO KUSUM DESAI (30-12-1928)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (30-12-1928)

LETTER TO ASHRAM WOMEN (31-12-1928)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (31-12-1928)
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SPEECH ON RESOLUTION ON NEHRU REPORT, CALCUTTA
CONGRESS—III (31-12-1928)

SPEECH ON CONSTRUCTIVE PROGRAMME, CALCUTTA
CONGRESS (1-1-1929)

SPEECH AT ALL-PARTIES CONVENTION, CALCUTTA
(1-1-1929)

INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS (2-1-1929)

SPEECH AT CHITTARANJAN SEVA SADAN, CALCUTTA
(2-1-1929)

SAROJINI DEVI’S LETTER (3-1-1929)

‘BROKEN’ (3-1-1929)

LALAJI MEMORIAL (6-1-1929)

LETTER TO DR. M. A. ANSARI (6-1-1929)

LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK (6-1-1929)

LETTER TO G. M. (6-1-1929)

LETTER TO V. L. PHADKE (6-1-1929)

MESSAGE TO CHRISTIAN INDIANS (Before 7-1-1929)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (7-1-1929)

LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT (8-1-1929)

LETTER TO ABBAS TYABJI (8-1-1929)

LETTER TO TARABEHN (8-1-1929)

LETTER TO GANGADHARRAO B. DESHPANDE (9-1-1929)

THE CONGRESS (10-1-1929)

HINDI IN BENGAL (10-1-1929)

NOTES (10-1-1929)

SPEECH DURING YOUTH WEEK, AHMEDABAD (10-1-1929)

MESSAGE TO THE THIRD GATHERING OF GRADUATES
(12-1-1929)

LETTER TO JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM (12-1-1929)

LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (12-1-1929)

LETTER TO THE SECRETARY, BEE-KEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION
(12-1-1929)

MY NOTES (13-1-1929)

AHIMSA AMONG THE JAINS (13-1-1929)

AVERSION TO KHADI (13-1-1929)

A FINE SUGGESTION (13-1-1929)

WHAT SHOULD STUDENTS DO? (13-1-1929)

LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT (13-1-1929)

LETTER TO JAGANNATH (13-1-1929)

LETTER TO KHURSHED NAOROJI (13-1-1929)

LETTER TO BUI QUANG-CHIEU (13-1-1929)

LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (13-1-1929)

LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (13-1-1929)
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LETTER TO RAMESHWAR DAS PODDAR (13-1-1929)

LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA (14-1-1929)

LETTER TO SHANTIKUMAR MORARJI (14-1-1929)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (14-1-1929)

LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI (14-1-1929)

TELEGRAM TO MIRABEHN (16-1-1929)

LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (On or before 16-1-1929)

AMERICAN PATRIOTISM (17-1-1929)

THEN AND NOW (17-1-1929)

NOTES (17-1-1929)

TELEGRAM TO MIRABEHN (17-1-1929)

LETTER TO ZAFAR-UL-MULK (17-1-1929)

LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (17-1-1929)

LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU (17-1-1929)

LETTER TO NIRANJAN SINGH (17-1-1929)

LETTER TO DR. M. A. ANSARI (17-1-1929)

LETTER TO JAGANNATH (17-1-1929)

LETTER TO MRS. GIDWANI (17-1-1929)

LETTER TO DR. B. C. ROY (17-1-1929)

LETTER TO THE SECRETARY, ALL-INDIA SPINNERS’
ASSOCIATION (17-1-1929)

LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI (17-1-1929)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (18-1-1929)
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LETTER TO RICHARD B. GREGG (18-1-1929)

LETTER TO FRANCISCA AND FREDERIC STANDENATH
(18-1-1929)

LETTER TO SHAUKAT ALI (18-1-1929)

TELEGRAM TO MIRABEHN (19-1-1929)

LETTER TO SHANKARAN (19-1-1929)

LETTER TO DEWAN OF TRAVANCORE (19-1-1929)

LETTER TO V. L. PHADKE (19-1-1929)
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1. CONDOLENCES

I tender my respectful condolences to Mrs. S. R. Das and
her family on Sjt. S. R. Das’s! death. Though I had little in
common with the deceased in politics, I could not but recognize his
phenomenal generosity and his open-heartedness. Many do not
know how this great man beggared himself so that no worthy cause
might knock in vain at his door.

Young India, 1-11-1928

2. NOTES

‘FREEDOM TO THE FREE’2

Whilst we are cutting one another’s throats in the name of
religion and some of us running to the Statutory Commission? in
the vain hope of getting freedom, a friend sends me the following
from James Allen to remind us that even in the land of so-called
freedom, the real freedom has still to come. Here is the passage:

All outward oppression is but the shadow and effect of the real
oppression within. For ages the oppressed have cried for liberty, and a
thousand man-made statutes have failed to give it to them. They can
give it only to themselves; they shall find it only in obedience to the
Divine Statutes which are inscribed upon their hearts. Let them resort to
the inward freedom, and the shadow of oppression shall no more darken
the earth. Let men cease to oppress themselves, and no man shall oppress
his brother. Men legislate for an outward freedom, yet continue to render
such freedom impossible of achievement by fostering an inward condition
of enslavement. They thus pursue a shadow without, and ignore the
substance within. All outward forms of bondage and oppression will

cease to be when man ceases to be the willing bond-slave of passion,
error, and ignorance.

The outward freedom therefore that we shall attain will only
be in exact proportion to the inward freedom to which we may have
grown at a given moment. And if this is the correct view of free-

I Law Member, Viceroy’s Executive Council
2 Vide also ‘“True Independence”, pp. 17-8 infra.
3 Simon Commission

38-1
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dom, our chief energy must be concentrated upon achieving reform
from within. In this much-needed work all who will can take
an equal share. We need neither to be lawyers, nor legislators to
be able to take part in the great effort. When this reform takes
place on a national scale no outside power can stop our onward
march.

Young India, 1-11-1928

3. IN TEN YEARS?

Professor C. N. Vakil’s instructive articles published! in these
pages are supplementary to the series he recently wrote on
poverty? and should be read together. I coaxed him to give the
reader something more definite on remedies of poverty than what
he had done in the article which I ventured to withhold and
which he expanded into the four articles above referred to. I do
not think that the programme sketched by the learned Professor
can be finished in ten years. Perhaps it is impossible to devise a
ten years’ programme of improvement to cover a vast and im-
poverished country like ours.

Let us however glance at Professor Vakil’s remedies for India’s
central disease. He rightly says that the problem is how to in-
crease production of wealth and how to distribute it equitably
among the people, principally therefore, I presume, among the
starving millions. To this end the learned writer

1. would recast small uneconomic holdings,

2. would pay off the debts of the ryot through mortgage and
co-operative banks,

3. would revise the revenue law and graduate the land tax
so as to bring it in a line with the income tax leaving a mini-
mum of income from land free of tax,

4. would re-employ the population displaced through the
recasting of uneconomic holdings by bringing under the plough
cultivable waste, i.e., 23 per cent of the total area available and
by nationalizing and thus developing large industries,

5. would draw small and large capital by putting the bank-
ing system on a basis more in keeping with the requirements of the
country than it is now,

1 On September 27, October 4, 11 and 18
21In Young India, July 12, 19, 26, August2 and 9; vide also Vol. XXXVII,
pp. 44-5 and 235-6.
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6. would improve labour conditions so as to avoid war
between capital and labour,

7. would deal with such social abuses as child-marriages,
etc., which give rise to over-population and unfit progeny,

8. would radically reform the educational system so as to
spread education among the masses and have it answer the needs
of the people,

9. and would cut down the military expenditure and stop
the drain from the country by manning the services with indi-
genous talent.

This is not an unattractive programme. But as I was re-
reading the articles, the question continued to force itself upon me,
“Who will bell the cat?’” There is hardly an item here which can
be tackled without government aid. And a government that is
admittedly based on exploitation of the governed will not and
cannot, even if it will, undertake the proposed changes with the
despatch necessary to create an immediate impression. It can
undertake irrigation schemes costing crores, it will not undertake
sinking wells costing lakhs. What therefore Professor Vakil
wants first is a summary programme of swaraj and having been
chiefly instrumental in getting it, he can command the appoint-
ment of commissioner of banishment of poverty department.

This however is a heroic remedy and Pandit Motilal Nehru
and the co-signatories to his report are the men to tackle it. Our
author’s [task] was but to place a scheme before any government
that would deal with the most pressing problem before the country.

But I had hoped that the learned Professor, especially when
he wrote for Young India, would have examined the one sovereign
remedy that has in season and out of season been advocated
through these pages and has, so far as it has gone, been tried with
no inconsiderable success. True, the Professor has hidden the
tiny wheel in a little unseen arc of his circle of suggestions. I
claim for it not a point in a circumference but the centre from
which can radiate innumerable other things including many the
learned writer has in view. But the fact is, whereas it was possible
for him with patient research carried on in a well-stocked library
to write convincing essays to prove India’s deep and deepening
poverty, it was impossible without a close study of a group of
villages with an open and receptive mind to spot the seat of the
disease and to know the capacity of the patient to bear the
remedy. A Gregg! took a year of reading and living among the

I Richard B. Gregg
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villagers to know the remedy and prove its worth with a freshness
of outlook all his own. The cardinal facts to realize are that there
is already terrible, forced unemployment among the toiling mil-
lions in that they have no work for at least four months in the
year. Once that is realized, surely it follows that not a moment
should be lost in bringing work to these millions so as to utilize
their idle hours. The other fact to realize is that if the average
income of the inhabitant of this land is seven pice per day, i.e.,
less than two English pennies per day, at the present rate of ex-
change, the average income of the toiling millions must ipso facto
be much less. He who adds two pice per day to their income
and that without any great capital outlay makes a princely addi-
tion to their income and in addition revives the dying hope
within the breasts of these millions. The further merit of this pro-
gramme is that it is now in operation without government aid.
But it needs much greater encouragement and admits of infinite
expansion. Pyarelal has shown! elsewhere in this issue of Zoung
India what America wrought through the wheel during those times
of her Revolution. I invite the economists of India to study the
movement on the spot. They have nearly two thousand villages
to select from for their study and let them then condemn the move-
ment if they can, or give it not a niggardly place that prudence
or patronage can grudgingly afford but the central place it deserves.

Young India, 1-11-1928

4. TELEGRAM TO LAJPAT RAI
November 1, 1928

HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS. WIRE DETAILS ASSAULT
AND CONDITION OF HEALTH.2

The Tribune, 3-11-1928

1'In “A Leaf from American History”
2 For the addressee’s reply, vide “The Inevitable”, 8-11-1928.



5. INTERVIEW TO “THE CIVIL AND MILITARY GARETTE"

November 1, 1928

I could still lead India. I shall only lead India when the
nation comes to me to be led, when there is a national call.

I shall not go before then. I shall not go unless I am certain
of my power over the masses. I could [not] lead India again [until
I] realized that they are numerous enough to pursue a policy of
non-violence, nor until I could control them. But I see nothing
on the horizon at the moment. That would not make me at all
anxious to take that position. Perhaps it will not be in my life-
time. It may be in the time of my successor.

I cannot name one at this moment. There must be one who
could lead India today but I cannot name him. Truly I should
be ashamed to remain inactive but it may be necessary in my life-
time. It may be there will come a man, but not now.

The Hindustan Times, 3-11-1928

6. TELEGRAM TO MIRABEHN
SABARMATI,
November 3, 1928

MIRABEHN
Care KHADI BHANDAR, MUZAFFARPUR

YOU MAY PASS REMAINING TIME BIHAR BENGAL.
MUST KEEP PERFECT HEALTH. NO NEED RUSHING.
Baru

From the original: G.N. 8211; also C.W. 5321. Courtesy: Mirabehn

1 Released by the Free Press of India from Lahore. In a message from
Ahmedabad dated November 6, 1928, Associated Press of India said: “Mahatma
Gandhi states that the interviews with him which recently appeared in the
Pioneer and The Civil and Military Gazette are inaccurate in many respects. He
says that he proposes to deal with the matter in Young India.”” Vide ‘“‘Fact and
Fiction”, 8-11-1928.



7. LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 3, 1928

MY DEAR MALKANI,

I have your letter. I shall read the report as soon as I get a
moment.

If you are yourself an expert typist, you may certainly bring
the typewriter with you. You will give me the exact date when
I may expect you and give me also the terms you want. I have
forgotten all about them.

Mahadev is not here but in Bombay in connection with the
Bardoli Inquiry!.

Yours sincerely,

Syr. N. R. MALKANI
HypeErABAD (SIND)

From a photostat: G.N. 889

8. LETTER TO G. S. SHARMA

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 3, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. You must not ride the karma theory to
death. Every creature is not only weaving his own new karma,
but is acted upon by millions of karmas of others.

I regard the destruction of the body of the calf? as unselfish,
because I was not afraid of rendering service. Only, I saw that
I could render no service.

About the mosquitoes. There is no harm in using a mosquito-
net of foreign make. Mosquito-net is not a piece of clothing. I

1 Vide Vol. XXXVII, pp. 82-5.
2 Vide Vol. XXXVII, pp. 310-5.
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treat it in the same way I treat an umbrella. Of course it is
possible to get khadi mosquito-nets, but they are dear.

Yours sincerely,

Syr. G. S. SHARMA
LECTURER IN ACCOUNTING, SANATAN DHARMA COLLEGE
NawaBcaN], CAWNPORE

From a microfilm: S.N. 14547

9. LETTER TO DR.B. C. ROI!

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 3, 1928

DEAR DR. BIDHAN,

I have your letter. I had a chat about the Exhibition with
Pandit Motilalji when he was here last Sunday. He showed me
too your telegram. I shall repeat what I told him in the course
of my conversation. I am sorry that you find my letter to be
“vague and guarded”. I tried to be as clear as I could with the
facts before me. Guarded I should never have to be in writing
to friends like you. But my letter was certainly concise and neces-
sarily so.

Now for the purport of the conversation. Whilst your offer
to Panditji and repeated in your letter flatters my pride, I would
not like you, an esteemed co-worker, to give up your views or
principles in order to please me. Such things can only be done
once in a lifetime, and even when such personal concessions are
accepted, they harm the acceptor, harm the giver and damage the
national cause in question. And let me put you absolutely at
ease by telling you that I have before Panditji undertaken, all be-
ing well, to attend the Congress unconditionally.

I am sorry I cannot say so with reference to the representation
of the All-India Spinners’ Association at the Exhibition. My
argument is this: whilst it is wrong to think that I dislike all
machinery as such, I do feel that we are not competent judges of
the usefulness or otherwise of machinery however small it may be
for the toiling millions. We shall acquire that faculty for judg-
ment when we draw to the Congress stout-hearted and knowing
farmers and other business men. Let me tell you that in the
Ashram we have a variety of simple machinery in the way of

1 For addressee’s letter, vide Appendix I.
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ploughs, grass-cutting machines, grinding-mills, etc. But I am
sorry to have to inform you that not much of our investment in
this line has proved profitable or promising. This has happened
because we are all amateur farmers. And this is a judgment
which I give you after an experience extending over a period of
13 years. Therefore I would say, if you have got the courage,
you will scrap every bit of machinery for the time being, especially
foreign, and you will concentrate your energy upon having your
Exhibition with khaddar as the centre-piece and a small but a
sufficient number of genuine swadeshi articles of a useful nature.

I have an irreconcilable opposition to the Indian textiles being
exhibited in any shape or form. My reason is absolutely simple.
The textile manufacturers refuse to come to terms with us. I
do not blame them because if they come to terms with us, they
have to sacrifice all prospects of Government assistance save what is
forced from it by an active public opinion. Moreover these textiles
need no advertisement from us. They have got an army of
advertisers, inspectors, selling agents and what not. And, lastly,
to put mill textiles side by side with khadi is deliberately to put
khadi in the shade by inviting undesirable comparisons.

I remind you that the very first exhibition of this type was
undertaken at the Ahmedabad Congress in 1921. It drew huge
audiences. The entrance fee, a paltry sum, left a good surplus.
Wherever there is good and efficient management of exhibitions
of an educative character, they are not only useful and instructive
but they are remunerative. Such was the case in Bihar. One
indispensable condition of Congress Exhibitions should be that we
should never undertake them for finding our expenses and leaving
besides a handsome sum for conducting the business of the year to
come. Unfortunately this very undesirable thing was done in
Madras exposing us to an evil temptation. I wish that Bengal
which has abundant patriotism, self-sacrifice and fine sentiment
will rise superior to such temptations.

If this letter seems to you to be lacking in detail, do write to
me again. Let there be no mistake about it. I want to take
part in the Exhibition. But I can only take part in it consistently
with the national interest as I understand it. But I have said to
myself that if I cannot take part in the Exhibition, I am not going
to say one word of criticism either during the Exhibition or after.
I did not feel called upon to impose any such silence on myself
in Madras, because the circumstances were different and so I ex-

1 Vide Vol. XXII, pp. 132-3.



LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU 9

pressed my views freely at the time of opening the Exhibition! and
still more freely in a leading article? in Young India after opening it.

I have a string of letters asking me to give my views freely
and now about the forthcoming Exhibition. I have hitherto resist-
ed all these correspondents as I hope to the end. I therefore plead
with you not to be deterred from your purpose which you may
hold to be based on an inviolable principle in the interest of the
nation. I assure you that I shall tender the same respect for
your principles as I would crave from you and all for mine, how-
ever erring they may appear to others.

With reference to the Hospital®, I am glad it is flourishing. I
shall certainly perform the opening ceremony of the new ward,
and so far as possible make time for it.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Bmpuan Cuanbra Roy
32 WELLINGTON STREET, CALCUTTA

From a microfilm: S.N. 14853

10. LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 3, 1928

DEAR MOTILALJI,

You are now in the thick of the fight, but at the time you
receive this letter, the fight will have been over. I am hoping and
praying that you will come out just as successful in Delhi as you
did in Lucknow*.

I enclose herewith a copy of my letter® to Dr. Bidhan Roy about
the Exhibition difficulty. I do not need to send you a copy of
his letter, because what he writes was contained in the telegram
that you read to me. My reply needs no explanation.

1 Vide Vol. XXXV, pp. 416-7.

2 Vide Vol. XXXV, pp. 435-41.

3 Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das Memorial Hospital

4 At the All-Parties Conference held on August 28, 1928
5 Vide the preceding item.
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How is Kamala faring now ? You will keep yourself fit for the
culmination in December.
Yours sincerely,

Encl. 1

PanpiT MoTILALJI
CArRe Dr. Ansari, DELHI

From a photostat: S.N. 13716

11. LETTER TO SIR MAHOMED HABIBULLAH

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 3, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. I knew Sjt. Sastri’s suggestion.! I do
think that the South African journalists’ coming to India is likely
to result in a better understanding.

Yours sincerely,

SiR ManoMED HaBiBuLLAH SAHEB Banapur, K.C.LE.
MEeMBER, Viceroy’s CounciL, NEw DErLHI

From a photostat: S.N. 11997

12. LETTER TO URMILA DEVI

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 3, 1928

I have your letter. I sent Dhiren, before I received your
letter, my message to him through you.

Here is a letter received by me from Devdhar. I hope you
have already met him.

Mahadev is still in Bardoli looking after Bardoli Inquiry
affairs.

I hope the climate of Poona is agreeable to you.

Yours sincerely,

SriMaTi UrMILA DEvVI
Januavi ViLra, Deccan GyMrHANA, Poona

From a photostat: S.N. 12978

1. Of inviting a group of journalists from South Africa



13. LETTER T0O V. K. U. MENON

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 3, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. I am glad you are helping Krishnaswami.
I know Kurur Nilakantan Nambudripad. He is a good man.
But I have no knowledge of his business ability, nor am I able to
judge the selection of a place. Generally speaking, work like that
done in Bardoli can be best done in British India proper. But I
would ask you to correspond with Sjt. Rajagopalachariar, Tiru-
chengodu, South India, and be guided by him.

Yours sincerely,

Syr. V. K. U. MENON
10 SatTtarR BurLpinegs, MaumM, BoMBAY

From a photostat: S.N. 12979

14. LETTER TO POST MASTER, SABARMATI

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 3, 1928

TuE Post MASTER
SABARMATI
DEAR SIR,

With reference to your inquiry I may state that the letter
referred to in your enquiry was duly delivered at the Ashram and
was received by Sjt. C. N. Joshi who is authorized to receive all
documents registered or otherwise on my behalf. You may inform
the writer of the letter that it does not follow that because letters
addressed to me are received at the Ashram they are necessarily
all read by me.

Yours sincerely,

From a photostat: S.N. 12980



15. LETTER TO BALAJI RAO

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 3, 1928

MY DEAR BALAJEE RAO,

I have your letter enclosing extracts from the Indian Textile
Fournal. 1 have read Sjt. Talcharkar’s work very carefully. Not
being convinced of his argument, I entered into correspondence
with him. He is still unable to convince me that charkha yarn
is on the whole stronger than mill yarn. In the Ashram we made
series of experiments and they went to show that in order to pro-
duce hand-spun yarn superior to the mill-spun, we have to take
extraordinary precaution which an ordinary spinner has no
facility of taking. Sjt. Talcharkar’s is a theoretical proposition,
appearing sound to read but failing in practice. You can well
understand how anxious I should be to know and prove that
the average charkha yarn is stronger than the average mill-spun
yarn.

Yours sincerely,

From a photostat: S.N. 13715

16. LETTER TO SHAUKAT ALI

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 3, 1928

DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER,

I have your letter!. I have read it carefully. I shall want
much stronger proof than you give me to sustain your indictment
of Dr. Ansari and Motilalji. You may not see eye to eye with
them, but we may not impute motives to those who differ from us.
But I shan’t argue with you. I know some day you will see the
light or if I am under a delusion I shall have my ignorance dis-

I Dated October 23, 1928; for excerpts, vide Appendix II.
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pelled, because I have no other end to serve but that of truth,
nor, if I know you well, have you any other end.

Yours sincerely,

MAULANA SHAUKAT ALI
CeENTRAL KHILAFAT COMMITTEE
SuLtaN Mansion, Dongri, BomBay

From a photostat: S.N. 13711

17. LETTER TO VALFI G. DESAI
A[so]Va[d] 6 [November 3, 1928]!

BHAI VALJI,

I can trust you always to find some cow-protection work to
keep you busy. Get all the information from Bhai Nagindas. I
am sure that the accounts will have to be kept by you. For the
present, you will have to do all the work, the sweeper’s as well as
secretary’s. If the work increases, we shall incur further expen-
diture. Enrol more members, if you can. I take it that you will
hunt up literature on the origin of the cow-protection movement
and try to write on the subject. Correspond with skastris and with
Anandshankerbhai in regard to this. I think there are some
books on the subject in the Ashram; go through them.

Collect literature on the trade in hides and skins. I should
like you to become a dairy expert? (give me the Gujarati equi-
valent of this—dudh shastri*?) and an expert on hides. Acquaint
yourself with what is being done in the Ashram in these fields.
Study the goshala here.

What more can I say? Do everything as if the entire res-
ponsibility is yours. I said at the very beginning that my taking
up cow-protection work meant that I would find out a good sec-
retary, explain my principles to him, make him work in accord-
ance with them and let him use my name. May I expect you to
be such a secretary?

Are you living in peace now? Take care of your health.

Vandemataram from
MonAaNDAS

1 The year is inferred from the reference to cow-protection movement.
2 Gandhiji uses the English expression.
3 Dudh: milk, shastri: expert
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PS.

I send with this Gregg’s letter and the list of books accompany-
ing it. Read whichever of them you can get. If we have to
secure any of them from outside, we shall try and get them from
some source. In any case, file both the letter and the list.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7397. Courtesy: Valji G. Desai

18. HOW WE LOST INDIA

Just a few days before Deshbandhu’s death, while replying
to an address of welcome given by the business community of
Jalpaiguri, I had said that we had lost India through our mer-
chants and we should regain it also through them. This is not the
task of a lawyer, a doctor or a soldier. Many Englishmen proudly
say that they took India with the help of the sword and are
holding it with the strength of the sword, but there is less than
fifty per cent of truth in this statement. If the merchants so desire,
they can blunt the edge of that sword. If illustrations of the truth
of this statement were wanted, a striking one is furnished by the
following circular letter from one mercantile association to
another:!

It is characteristic of the British people that they give up their
hold on the country from which they can obtain no wealth.
They did so in the case of the Transvaal in the year 1884, and
when they saw wealth there they launched a war in 1900 in order
to gain possession of it. They gave up Somaliland when they
could not make money there. They do not want a country for
the sake of possessing it but for the sake of carrying on trade
with it. That is why Napoleon criticized them and called them
“a nation of shopkeepers’.

British rule, therefore, does not subsist on might, but it
would be more correct to say that it functions with the help of our
merchants. If our merchants give up the temptation to trade with
Britain in cloth, or if the people give up wearing foreign cloth,
the British would have no reason to hold on to India.

But is the spirit of sacrifice present in the merchant
community? It is found that a man makes many sacrifices, but
is seldom prepared to sacrifice that from which he earns money.
Merchants are well known for their generosity. But when they

I For the circular letter and the two paragraphs succeeding it, vide Vol.
XXXVII, pp. 395-6.



HOW WE LOST INDIA 15

are asked to give up their business, they feel aggrieved. Lawyers
will be ready to donate thousands of rupees, but there would be
few men like Das, who would be ready to give up their legal prac-
tice. Doctors will donate large sums but only a few would be pre-
pared to give up their profession.

Despite this, if we want real independence, merchants would
have to give up their business and be prepared to serve the
country. Such sacrifice will be regarded as their prayaschittal. If
it is true, and indeed it is, that we lost India because of their greed,
then we will get back India only through their sacrifice.

But the sacrifice that I expect from merchants is in fact very
small. All T ask for is a change in their business, and not its
ruin. I ask for their trade to be carried on within limits. In spite
of the boycott of foreign cloth, the business in khadi amounting to
crores of rupees would be carried on by business men alone.
Without these latter, people would be unable to carry on transac-
tions. The term business implies transactions. Anyone who is
good at social intercourse, is a good business man. A merchant
is one who enables people to establish contacts with one another.

Today, the ability of the business man is being misused. He
earns five per cent while giving away ninety-five to the foreigners.
I ask him to put his abilities to good use. He should give ninety-
five to the people and keep five for himself. By doing so, he
will get his share of five per cent and his earnings will be regarded
as pure. The crores that he makes today is tainted money. It is
possible that under the new order the crores that fall to the share
of a few today may be distributed amongst hundreds of business
men. However this should not be regarded as a matter of regret.
Everyone will agree that it would be a better scheme if many have
a lakh or a thousand instead of a few having crores. And itis my
firm opinion that if business men do not understand these simple
and commonplace calculations it would be almost impossible to
prevent anarchy, plunder and revolution in India. The poisonous
wind of anarchy blowing from the West cannot be kept out by any
other means.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 4-11-1928

1 Atonement



19. THE ASSAULT ON LALAYI

This country is poor, there is trouble within it and repression
from without, there seems to be deep darkness all round and yet
it appears to be fortunate. The symbol of this good fortune is the
assault on Lalaji by the police in Lahore. Lalaji was not at
fault. The procession which he was leading also was not at fault.
Lalaji had full control over the procession, hence the fault or what-
ever it was of the procession or of Lalaji consisted in the decision
they had made. That decision was to offer peaceful opposition to
the Simon Commission when it arrived. In order to demonstrate
this opposition, the procession was going up to the barrier set up by
the police. It had reached the barrier and was uttering deafening
cries of “Simon, go back”. Besides Lalaji, this procession included
other leaders such as Lala Hansraj, Dr. Alam and others.

As this demonstration and the people’s determination irritated
the police, they decided to teach Lalaji a lesson and assaulted
him. The police deserved no credit that the assault did not
assume grave proportions. How easy was it for the injury to be
inflicted on the eye instead of near it? To fate alone, and not the
police, can be given the credit for the injury to the chest being
of a relatively light nature instead of a serious one! According
to newspaper reports, the police spared no pains to demonstrate
their skill in wielding the lathi.

Lalaji has emphatically stated that the statement made by the
police in their own defence is absolutely untrue. The police claim
that the procession rushed into the small space that had been left
vacant for a passage and that it resorted to stone-throwing. Lalaji
denies both these charges and affirms that the police may file a
libel suit against him if they wish to do so. He is prepared to
prove his own case.

Let us now see if the police are prepared to take up this chal-
lenge.

The attention of the public and that of the world is attracted
only when warrior leaders such as Lalaji are injured; the assault
on Lalaji has drawn and will yet draw a great deal more attention
than would have been drawn by the death of an unimportant
individual.

We shall have to be careful and see to it that the people by
resorting to violence do not lose the game in which victory is with-
in their grasp. If the atrocities of the Government continue despite
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the innocence of the people, the ship of the Government will sink
of its own accord. Hence I hope that the people will not trans-
gress the limits at any place and fully respect all the appeals for
maintaining peace that are made by the leaders.

I congratulate Lalaji. He has been well known for many
years as the “Lion of the Punjab”. The Government’s police have
themselves helped on this occasion to add to his prestige and the
above assault is an addition to the many services he has rendered
to the country.

The following telegram! has been received from Lalaji after
the above article was written:

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 4-11-1928

20. MY NOTES

TRUE INDEPENDENCE

At a time when we are cutting one another’s throats in the
name of religion and are competing with one another in running
to the Simon Commission, and so on, in the hope of securing
independence, it is worth noting what the British writer James
Allen says about independence in England. A friend has sent an
extract from his article the sum and substance of which is as follows:

As a matter of fact, all acts of repression from without
are nothing but a reflection of the atrocities that are perpetrated
within. Although for thousands of years men have been craving
for freedom, the thousands of laws made by him have been
unable to win it for him. The truth of the matter is that
freedom alone can bestow freedom. That freedom consists in
following the immutable laws framed by God which have
been inscribed on our hearts. No one can harm him who has
attained the freedom of his soul. If people cease to be cruel to
themselves, they will be unable to be cruel towards others.

People frame laws for their external freedom, whereas they

worship slavery in their hearts. Thus, they run after an

external shadow and ignore the real thing within their souls.

Man’s bondage in all forms and all his atrocities will be

automatically eradicated when he frees himself from slavery

to his passions, his ignorance and his shortcomings.

I Not translated here. Vide “The Inevitable”, 8-11-1928.
38-2
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This implies that external freedom will always be the means of
measuring the freedom of the self within. Hence we often find
that laws made to grant us freedom often turn out to be shackles
binding us. Hence the dharma of those workers who wish to
attain true freedom is to try and attempt an improvement in the
self. If we understand this simple and straightforward fact, we shall
not even utter the word ‘legislature’ but engage ourselves in con-
structive activity day and night. All can take part in such activity.
It is not necessary to become either a lawyer or a legislator in
order to do so. What strange blindness it is that those who are
elected as legislators to represent the people should seem, and
in fact are, their rulers! If we are not under an illusion, we
would have no fear of the Government or the legislatures, law-
courts or the armies which subsist on it. And no power can come
in the way of our upliftment and our independence when we have
reformed ourselves in the above manner.

[From Gujarati]

Navajivan, 4-11-1928

21. BUFFALOES FOR SLAUGHTER

Shri Nagindas Amulakhrai, Vice-president of the Sarvajanik
Jivadaya Khatun, Ghatkopar, writes as follows:!

I have gone through the letters which have been mentioned
in the above letter. The reader will feel, as I do, that the muni-
cipality is slaughtering buffaloes for the sake of slaughter. The
killing of buffaloes whose meat is not eaten by anyone is merely
a chaotic state of affairs and it is a matter for surprise that citizens
of Bombay tolerate it. This is not a problem which concerns the
Hindus alone, but one which concerns all citizens — Muslims,
Parsis, Christians and Jews alike. Moreover, it is not one which
involves the Department of Animal Welfare alone, but one which
involves public welfare and the health of children. On the one
hand, the country is becoming increasingly poorer; on the other
hand it is being robbed of its cattle-wealth because of the indiffe-
rence of citizens as for example in Bombay. To slaughter milk-

1 The letter is not translated here. The gist of the correspondent who
enclosed other letters was that about 20,000 buffaloes were slaughtered an-
nually in Bombay and Kurla, though this quantity of meat was not required.
The Bombay Municipality issued licences to slaughter animals every day and
made a yearly profit of Rs. 3 lakhs. The supply of condensed milk from
Holland aggravated this problem.
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yielding cows and buffaloes or to allow their calves to die of hunger
and thirst is nothing but robbery and the cause of this robbery
is the insignificant income that the municipality derives from it!
According to the calculation made by Shri Nagindas, a minimum
loss of rupees two crores and twenty lakhs is suffered because of
this thoughtless slaughter. And finally, in a country which would
have the facility to provide milk in the same way as it provides
water, we have to drink imported milk which contains no food
value. It is a matter of no small shame for us to have to consume
imported milk and to have vegetable oil sold as ghee, because of
shortage of fresh milk. In Bombay and other cities, there is a lot
of useless clamour, but apart from societies for animal welfare, no
one else thinks of raising a protest and launching an effective
movement in such an extremely important matter.

As has been suggested in the above letter, the cure for
this malady is simple and straightforward. Not a single cow or
buffalo will be taken to the slaughter-house if the pens are re-
moved from the city and if the municipality undertakes to supply
milk specially to Bombay, whatever the expense it might have to
incur in doing so. Is it not a matter for surprise that the farmers
of Bardoli welcome the buffaloes which are regarded as useless in
Bombay and hope to make a profit out of them? What is possible
in Bardoli should not be impossible in Bombay.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 4-11-1928

22. THE ALCHEMY OF THOUGHT

The well-known writer, Professor Jacks, has written a book
whose title may be interpreted as Alchemy of Thought. Pyarelal
has written an article based on this book in the current issue of
Young India which deserves to be pondered over. Hence this article,
which itself is based on the one just mentioned, has been published
for the convenience of Gujarati readers.

The alchemy of thought implies that the latter acts as an
alchemist. No one can tell whether any alchemist has been able
to transmute iron into gold, but thought continuously performs this
function. By entertaining a particular thought, man becomes the
victim of fear and turns pale; by entertaining its opposite thought,
his countenance becomes flushed with pleasure. I shall feel sad if
I think, ‘I am having a spasm of pain, all will be over with me
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now.” However, if I ignore the spasm and say to myself, “‘What
is there in a spasm after all, it will pass away presently’, I shall
continue to be cheerful. Perhaps a stranger from abroad comes
to my house and I suspect him. I assume that he is a murderer
and am terribly scared. My son comes and tells me: ‘This gen-
tleman is an old family friend, we do not know him as he has
been living abroad since his childhood. He is a guest in our
house today and has come here to convey some good news.’
On hearing this, I regain my composure. Now I embrace with
respect one whom I had feared before. All this is the alchemy
of thought. Within a fraction of a second, thought can make a
king or pauper of us. Such is the empire of thought. Thought
is infinitely more powerful than either speech or the bodily pro-
cesses. Physical activity is the coarsest form that thought as-
sumes, while speech is one of its coarser forms. Both these activities
limit thought. It is indeed proper that it should be so. If this
were not the case, the world would surely be destroyed. How-
ever, this is to prove the power of thought. Hence it may be said
that, when devoid of thought, speech or action is something
mechanical and it has no value.

Following this line of argument, Professor Jacks goes on to
say that a great and all-pervading element like religion is not a
game whose rules are laid down in books, it is not a treasure-
chest which contains affirmations and negations, it is not a col-
lection of prohibitions. Anyone who wishes to do his dharma, to
practise non-violence and to follow the dictates of morality has to
walk on the razor’s edge. For him there are no lectures on non-
violence nor any dictionary of spellings which would enable him
to obtain a hundred per cent marks in the test on non-violence.
Observing one’s dharma is not such a safe thing. It is a gem that
lies buried in the mine of experience. Only a few among millions
of seekers succeed in digging it out. Mr. Jacks says that dharma
is not for those who ask for a guarantee of safety. The field of reli-
gion lies between doubt and certainty. One who believes or as-
serts that this indeed is religion or that this alone is religion does
not know what religion is. One who wants to know the meaning
of dharma, while admitting that a particular action may or may
not be according to dharma surrenders to his inner voice and con-
tinues to conduct himself with determination and calmness. Not
being omniscient himself, on the one hand he is determined and,
on the other hand, he humbly allows for the possibility that he
may be making a mistake.

This learned gentleman goes on to say:
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Just as we can repeatedly affirm in arithmetic that two and
two make four, similarly, in the science of morality, we can-
not affirm with conviction that this alone is our duty. The
deeper meaning behind dharma or non-violence does not lie
in results which can be proved; their mystery is revealed in
going beyond such proofs and by taking certain risks where
such proofs are impossible.

In our language this is known as faith. Dharma is something
that is based on faith. Faith constitutes proof for that which cannot
be proved by the five senses. Hence it is only by respectfully
honouring the dictates of our inner voice that we may hope to
have direct perception of dharma at some time in the future.
Hence Mr. Jacks says:

A man who becomes ready to listen to his own inner
voice only after subjecting it to a test may be said to have
abandoned it and he has failed to recognize the spiritual
powers that are within him. Finally, he reaches a state which
is so devoid of morality that it may be said of him that
he has no such thing as an inner voice.

Therefore, what should man do when he comes across misery
or oppression? The author says:

For me there are only two alternatives, either to experi-
ment or to do nothing. Hence it becomes my dharma to
carry out experiments after studying the situation as much
as possible. However, there is the danger that I may have
made an error in my calculations. Even if on the day of
judgment, I am told that my experiments are wrong, I shall
lay down my life in order to complete them. I shall face the risk
of there being a possibility of error in certain experiments in
order to prove the truth of that which appears to be true to me.

This writer is of the opinion—and we too find—that many
truths have been discovered through experiments in which such
risks of mistakes were incurred, for such errors arise from pure
motives and devotion to truth and mistakes that have been
unintentionally made are forgotten in course of time.

Man has been called a creature full of errors. One of the
definitions of swaraj is that it is the right to make mistakes and
it is true. So long as I do not see my mistakes I must practise the
dharma which I consider to be true; if giving in to external pres-
sure I fail to do so, my cowardice and the false image I create
will destroy me.
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Further, Mr. Jacks suggests that a society in which external
rules of morality are alone regarded as binding may well appear
to be well-organized in a certain way, the people may be out-
wardly happy and peaceful, but that society is devoid of courage,
of the boldness to make experiments, and of the spirit of research
and hence the path of its progress is blocked. The importance of
great principles lies in the fact that their meaning is unlimited.
Only if we keep digging in that boundless mine can the world be
lit up by those principles and also make progress. However, our
society at present appears to be bound in shackles. It seems that
our dharma is limited to singing praises of our forefathers and
observing some outworn, external rituals.

But dharma is not such a lifeless thing. Non-violence is a
living force or power. No one has been or will ever be able to
measure its limits or its extent. Non-violence means universal
love, it implies compassion for all living beings and the resultant
strength to sacrifice oneself. Since many mistakes may be made
while this love expresses itself we cannot give up the quest for
the whole of this dharma. Even the mistakes committed while
seeking the pure path take us a step forward in the quest.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 4-11-1928

23. SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM

The draft rules! of the Ashram were published some time
back in WNavgjivan. 1 had invited outside opinion on these; a
big controversy had also begun in the Ashram itself. Suggestions
were made to introduce vital changes in it. Some of these were
even implemented. Despite this a shocking, fictitious report appear-
ed in the newspaper before the time came for publishing these
rules. So I must put before the readers the changes? which are
being tried at present.

As the name of the Satyagraha Ashram is suggestive of its
qualities, it has always been our endeavour to stick to truth and
to rely on its support alone. It cannot be said that we have always
succeeded in our efforts. It cannot be claimed that all the in-
mates of the Ashram have worshipped truth. It can definitely be
said that on the whole truth has been adhered to. Even in diffi-

1Vide Vol. XXXVI, pp. 398-410.
2Vide also ‘“Handicap of Mahatmaship”, 8-11-1928.
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cult situations, many in the Ashram, the young as well as the old,
have adhered to it.

Ashramites have found one handicap in insisting upon truth.
Many difficulties were experienced in minutely observing the
rules with a strictness that would do credit to the Satyagraha
Ashram. We did not find ourselves capable of coping with the
subtler meanings of the rules, a fact which we gradually realize.
Hence we arrived at the decision to keep those very rules intact but
to change the name. We could hardly find anyone with the men-
tal attitude in which one does not even feel the desire for possessions,
in order to do credit to the Satyagraha Ashram. In observing
truth in a manner that would do credit to the Ashram, one should
never exaggerate even in a state of swoon. In spite of holding this
belief we found it difficult to be always free from this fault.
Though we realized that for the observance of brahmacharya,
one should be free even from the thought of lust, we found that
our control over our minds was very ineffective. In order to prac-
tise ahimsa which would do credit to the Ashram, we should have
no anger in us, we should harbour no jealousy of one another. We
should have the strength to affectionately embrace a thief if he
happens to come along. Let snakes, etc., kill us, but we must have
the strength to refrain from killing them. We found ourselves far
removed from such ahimsa. Thinking on such lines we decided
to maintain the Ashram as an ideal and run all its external activities
under another name. Industry and physical work have always
been the outward manifestations of the Satyagraha Ashram and
we can claim that they have brought considerable credit to it. We,
therefore, assumed the name of Udyoga Mandir. Satyagraha
Ashram would entrust its work to this Mandir and keep for itself
a small ground for prayers which are necessary for its existence.

These changes are being implemented since a month or so ago.
The managing committee of the Mandir has the right to make
whatever changes it wants. Nevertheless, after much thought, it
has decided to stick to the rules of the Ashram. The only diffe-
rence is that these rules will remain as ideals and every member
will constantly strive towards their fulfilment. The report that
those who are not prepared to observe brakmacharya will now be
able to join the Ashram is baseless. The managing committee has
especially deliberated over this question and decided that without
brahmacharya the Udyoga Mandir cannot be maintained in the
spirit of yajna. Industry of any kind whatsoever does not find a
place in the Ashram but only such industries are taken in hand
which can sustain the poorer classes among the people, raise them
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economically and enable them to make progress. The mana-
ging committee has unanimously arrived at a firm decision that
these activities could be carried on only if the men and women
who take part in it observe brahmacharya. And this is indeed
so. Not a single activity in the Ashram can be pursued for eco-
nomic gain. These activities are developed solely from the stand-
point of how best they could be pursued by the people. Those men
and women who are engaged in enlarging their families or satis-
fying their lust can neither obtain nor impart this training.

The outcome of all this is that those who are working at pre-
sent in the Satyagraha Ashram in accordance with its rules will
carry on the very same activities in the name of Udyoga Mandir.
This change of name was necessary for the sake of humility and
truth. The organizers will again accept the name Satyagraha
Ashram when they gain self-confidence.

Of course one vital change has been introduced which seemed
to be impossible for the Satyagraha Ashram. During the last
three months an experiment is being made of running a single
kitchen for the entire Ashram. Control of the palate is one of
the rules of the Ashram. Accordingly spices, etc., were not used.
Some found this very difficult. It was felt that it would be un-
desirable to do away with a common kitchen. Hence while re-
taining it, two varieties of food, one spiced and the other unspiced,
were introduced. When families cooked separately they used spices
in the Ashram. According to the new rules spices had no place,
but now they have been included.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 4-11-1928

24. LETTER TO JEHANGIR B. PETIT

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 4, 1928

You were good enough 13 years ago to take me to the institu-
tion for the support and instruction of the blind and to the J. J. Parsi
Hospital. I have a half orphan coming from Junagadh. His father
is dead, mother is alive. They have no means. Someone directed
them to me saying that I might find for them an institution
which might accommodate this young man and give him instruc-
tion and shelter. He knows no other language but Gujarati. Will
you please let me know as early as you can whether your institu-
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tion can conveniently shelter this blind youth?! He had a virulent
attack of small pox seven years ago and he lost his eyesight.

The widowed mother and the blind son are hung up here in
Ahmedabad. I hope that this young man will realize his life’s
ambition through some such philanthropic institution like yours.

Yours sincerely,

Jenancir B. PetIiT, Esoq.

ORGANIZER OF THE INSTITUTION FOR THE SUPPORT
aND INsTRUcTION OF BLIND

PeriT BuiLping, 359 HornBy Roap

ForT, BoMmBAY

From a photostat: S.N. 12984

25. LETTER TO MIRABEHN
[November 5, 1928]2

CHI. MIRA,

I hope you got my wire3. You must [not]* wear yourself out.
There is no occasion for rushing. And do not deny yourself what
you may definitely need for your health. If you see any report
about my ill-health do not be alarmed. I had a slight attack of
malaria. There is nothing today.

Love.

Bapu

SHRIMATI MIRABAI
Kuapr DEpoT, MUZAFFARPUR, BIHAR

From the original: G.N. 8212; also C.W. 5222. Courtesy: Mirabehn

I Tn his letter dated November 7, 1928, the addressee replied that they
were prepared to admit the boy into the Victoria Memorial School for the
Blind, Tardeo, provided that he did not belong to the untouchable class
according to the rules of the school.

2 From the postmark

3 Vide “Telegram to Mirabehn”, 3-11-1928.

4 An inadvertent slip



26. LETTER TO PRATAP S. PANDIT

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 5, 1928
MY DEAR PRATAP,

I thank you for your prompt response to my request. Yes,
Surendraji is one of the oldest inmates of the Ashram and among
the most trusted. He tells me in his letter that you were all kind-
ness; but he adds that he will not be bound to keep the secret! he
had evidently in mind. The fact is that the Ashram must not
possess any secret of any trade. But the Ashram will naturally
respect all the confidence that might be given to it. Anyway, per-
haps there are so many other things that you will teach Surendra-
ji before he is ready to receive your secret. Meanwhile, I shall
correspond with him and provide you with his own undertaking.
And when he gives it to you, you may depend upon the under-
taking being scrupulously observed. It would be such a joy to me
when you are able to certify that Surendraji can handle the tan-
nery of the kind, you know, I want.

Yours sincerely,

Syr. PrATAP S. PANDIT
WESTERN InD1A TANNERIES LTD., Post Box No. 403, BomBAaY

From a photostat: S.N. 11400

27. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

[November 5, 192812

CHI. MAHADEV,

I have not been careful about writing this letter when it was
due. Do not feel nervous if you hear news of my illness. I took

some quinine yesterday. There is no fever today. I don’t think
I shall get any now.

'In his letter dated November 1, 1928, the addressee had said: ‘‘Sjt.
Surendra brought your letter of introduction. . . . I understand he has been
in your Ashram for a long time and as such we can trust him not to dis-
close our secrets to our competitors” (S.N. 11399).

2 From the postmark
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Last week I did not, after all, get [a chapter of] the Auto-
biography. It does not matter though, since Pyarelal is pouring
out translations. Both he and Subbiah, however, are practically
ill. Subbiah is running temperature today. There was a letter
calling away Nirmala, so that she could help in the illness. Durga
has written back to know [whether it is absolutely necessary that
Nirmala should go]. If it is indeed necessary, I will send her.

Blessings from
Baru
SHRI MAHADEV DEsAr
SwaARA] ASHRAM, BARDOLI

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 1143

28. LETTER TO SHANTIKUMAR MORARJFI
Silence Day, November 5, 1928

CHI. SHANTIKUMAR,

I got your letter. I have not been able to go through all the
appendices.

Mahadev does not seem to have conveyed the message. We
are experimenting here with bread-making. We also wish to start
bee-keeping. Please find some wuseful books on ‘bread-making’!
and ‘bee-keeping’2. I wrote to Mahadev about a book on bread-
making.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 4707. Courtesy: Shantikumar
Morarji

1 & 2 Gandhiji uses the English expressions.



29. LETTER TO WILLIAM SMITH

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 7, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

I was pleased to receive your letter. I have glanced through
the report of the Council of Justice to Animals. I do not think
that the kind of work done by the Council will be much appre-
ciated in India.! ButI can see no harm in an agent of the Coun-
cil coming to India and asking those who are engaged in slaugh-
ter of animals to do so with human[e] methods of killing.

I have never forgotten the promise I made to you that I
would give you an article about our dairy. I hope to redeem it
some day. I have been too busy with the inner organization of
the Ashram and other preoccupations to spare a few hours for
the report I promised to prepare for you.

Yours sincerely,

WiLriam SmrtH, EsQ.
ImpERIAL DAIRY ExXPERT, BANGALORE

From a microfilm: S.N. 12925

30. CABLE TO ARYA SAMAJF, SUVA?

[On or after November 7, 1928]
ARYA SAMAJ

Suva
CALF DYING GREAT AGONY. PAINLESSLY KILLED BY
MEDICAL ADVICE ASSISTANGCE.

GANDHI
From a microfilm: S.N. 14723

1 The addressee had asked whether ‘‘a society of this kind should be re-
commended to operate in the country”.
2 This was in reply to a telegram received on November 7, 1928 which

read: “Fiji Times reports you ordered killing calf. Hindus perturbed. Wire
truth.”



31. THE INEVITABLE

Thanks. Assault unprovoked and deliberate. Received two severe
injuries but not serious, one on left chest, other on shoulder, other blows
warded by friends. Satyapal, Gopichand, Hansraj, Mohammad Alam,
others received blows and injuries. No cause for anxiety. — Lajpatrai.

This was the prompt reply Lalaji sent me upon my wire to
him of congratulations and enquiry.! Lalaji earned the title of
Punjab Kesari, i.e., the Lion of the Punjab, when most of the
present generation were in their teens. All these years he has sur-
vived the title. For whatever may be said of him or against
him, he still remains the unchallengeable leader of the Punjab
and one of the most beloved and esteemed leaders in all India.
He has been President of the National Congress, enjoys a Euro-
pean reputation and is one of the few public men who think aloud
at the risk of being often misunderstood and more often being
considered indiscreet. He remains incorrigible; for he cannot har-
bour anything in his breast. He must speak out just as he thinks.
When, therefore, I read the headline ‘“Lalaji assaulted” and dis-
covered how and why, I could not help saying: ‘“Well done!
Now we shall not be long getting swaraj.”’ For whether the revo-
lution is non-violent or violent, there is no doubt about it that
before we come to our own, we shall have to learn the art of
dying in the country’s cause. Authority will not yield without a
tremendous effort even to non-violent pressure. Under an ideal
and complete non-violence, I can imagine full transformation of
authority to be possible. But whilst an ideally perfect programme
is possible its full execution is never possible. It is therefore the
most economical thing that leaders get assaulted or shot. Hitherto
obscure people have been assaulted or done to death. The as-
sault on Lala Lajpat Rai has attracted far greater attention than
even the shooting of a few men could have. The assault on
Lalaji and other leaders has set the politically-minded India
athinking and it must have perturbed the Government. I am
loath to think that the local Government as a body knew anything
of the contemplated assault. If they did and the assault was
part of a deliberate plan as in the days of yore, it is so much
the worse for the Government. Then of course the Government

1 Vide “Telegram to Lajpat Rai”, 1-11-1928.
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can only pretend perturbation. I would not mention such a
possibility in ordinary circumstances, but holding the view that
I do about the Government—the view being based on experience
—whilst I should be sorry, it would not surprise me if a discovery
was made that the assault was part of a deliberate plan. I admit
that the provocation, viz., the very fact of the boycott, no matter
how peaceful, was quite enough without the fraudulent story con-
cocted by the police. I call the police version fraudulent because I
would any day trust Lalaji’s word against a host of interested wit-
nesses that the police can bring to its assistance. If I was not
convinced that this system of Government is based on force and
fraud, I should not have become the confirmed non-co-operator
that I am. Indeed Lowes Dickinson in his essay “War, Its Causes
and Cure” has shown from sufficient evidence that a war cannot
be conducted without fraud. Pari passu this Government of ours
which professes to hold India by the sword and whose founda-
tions were laid in fraud cannot be sustained without either,
except when it undergoes transformation and is based upon popu-
lar will and confidence.

Nor are we to think that the Punjab incident is to be the last
of the barbarities committed during the pendency of the Statutory
Commission. The boycott of the Simon Commission is a conti-
nuing sore for the Commission and the Government. Sir John
Simon and his colleagues cannot be contemplating this boycott
with equanimity. They have not the courage to acknowledge
defeat. The boycott itself has been given additional momentum
by the unprovoked assault on the Punjab leaders. The Govern-
ment will therefore feel itself bound to suppress the boycott by
any means that it can command. The Punjab incident therefore
I regard as the first trial of strength, the strength of non-violence
against violence. Lalaji had no difficulty in restraining the vast
crowd behind him in spite of the police provocation. And if
throughout the stay of the unwelcome Commission in India, this
non-violent policy can be successfully and efficiently carried out,
the Government will find much of its occupation gone and the
people would have had a striking demonstration of the effective-
ness of mass non-violence. The moral therefore I would have
national workers to draw from this incident is not to be depressed
or taken aback by the assault, but to treat it as part of the game
we have to play, to turn the irritation caused by the wanton as-
sault into dynamic energy and husband it and utilize it for future
purposes.

Young India, 8-11-1928



32. FACT AND FICTION

A friend has sent me a cutting from the Pioneer purporting
to be a report of an interview with me and I have seen a Press
message in the Bombay papers giving a summary of a further
report. Both have grieved me. It would have been nice if Mr.
Wild!, who is the author of these reports, had submitted proofs
to me before publishing his reports. The late Mr. Saunders of the
Englishman used to send to interviewed persons proofs for cor-
rection or confirmation of the interviews taken by his reporters.
I wish that his very laudable and desirable practice was univer-
sally followed. It was all the more necessary for Mr. Wild to
follow the practice as he had come to the Ashram as an honoured
guest sent by his chief and as he had taken no notes while he was
interviewing me. Whilst clever reporters have been known to
recall from memory an accurate substance of what they had heard
without taking notes, even the cleverest will fail to reproduce in
full the very words of his victim if he will take no notes. Mr. Wild
has been guilty of sins both of omission and commission. He omitted
to send me proofs and although he took no notes, he has professed
to reproduce my own words. The result is a series of unfortunate
misrepresentations. In many respects the reports are a travesty.

I do not however propose to examine the reports in detail. I
would content myself with correcting one mischievous represen-
tation. Mr. Wild makes me say that ‘“‘there is not a man in India
today whom he (I) can name as a national leader’. I could never
be guilty of making such a false, arrogant and impertinent state-
ment. Fortunately for India, she has not one but scores of national
leaders who are able to give a good account of themselves and
who need no certificate from me or anyone else. Probably Mr.
Wild has confused the question of successor[s] with leaders. I
was taken aback when he put me the question about [a] suc-
cessor. For I have never thought of successors. I believe that a
successor will come without effort when one is needed. But a suc-
cessor even a poor scavenger or spinner may have. He need not
be a leader. Once when I was called upon to name a successor I
named Gulnar, the daughter of Maulana Mahomed Ali. But
she is no longer now fit to occupy the coveted place. She is no

1V Of The Civil and Military Gazette; vide ‘‘Letter to Roland J. Wild”,
14-11-1928.
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more a baby. My notions of [a] successor remain as primitive
now as they were seven years ago when the question was first
put to me.

Young India, 8-11-1928

33. HANDICAP OF MAHATMASHIP

The difficulties and afflictions of a ‘“mahatma’ are no less
serious and very often much more serious than those of misters
and shriyuts, not excluding knights and baronets. More than once
in my life have I had to battle against these difficulties and
afflictions created by unfriendly critics and not unoften through
misunderstanding on the part of friends who will not take the
trouble of ascertaining the true situation after personal inspection
but will unhesitatingly accept as gospel truth any rumour that
may appear in print.

Now what has appeared in the Press about the Satyagraha
Ashram was wholly unauthorized.! When one important change
in the Ashram was adopted, opinion was divided as to whether
without giving a trial to the great change, we were called upon
to take the public into confidence. I yielded to the express wish
of some of my trusted co-workers not to announce the change.
When I accepted their advice, I knew the consequence. I knew that
nothing happening about anything connected with me could es-
cape the attention of newspaper reporters. The published report
is altogether misleading.

Here are the plain facts:

The constitution of the Ashram has not suffered any vital
change except in its name. The reported change about
brahmacharya for which I have received from some quarters un-
deserved congratulations and for which anxious friends have
shown nervous concern was never made. I did leave it absolutely
free to my co-workers to make whatever change they wished. After
full deliberations among themselves over the proposal to relax the
brahmacharpa vow and at the discretion of the Managing Com-
mittee to admit married people unprepared for the observance,
they came to the unanimous conclusion that the change could
not be made. I must deal at a future date with the reasoning
behind this very important decision.

1 Vide also ‘‘Satyagraha Ashram”, 4-11-1928.
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The other reported change relates to the introduction of spices
in the Ashram. In the beginning, the Ashram had only one
joint board when the food was prepared without spices. Later
when many families joined the Ashram separate kitchens were set
up for them and they were free to use spices. But it was decided
some months ago to revert to the joint kitchen. We tried for some
time to do without spices but as I held the joint kitchen to be
an important thing for corporate life and as many, if they had
separate kitchens, would revert to spices, it was decided to have
two varieties of food in the joint kitchen, spiced and unspiced. We
want to give all the assistance and freedom the womenfolk need.
Many of them have come to the Ashram because they are the wives
of their husbands. They have not yet been able to argue out all
the pros and cons of everything they do.

The real change in my opinion is the change in the name.
It has caused the original founders of the Ashram many an
anxious night. We claim to be votaries of unadulterated truth and
so new possibilities of the definitions of fundamental truths have
dawned upon us. The name Satyagraha Ashram was adopted
deliberately and with the intention of giving the fullest effect to
its meaning. But the progressive realization of the meaning of
the name made us conscious of our unworthiness to bear it. And
so we resolved upon voluntary self-suppression and we chose a
name in keeping with the evolution of the corporate life at
the Ashram. If the Ashram has done nothing else, it has at least
demonstrated the necessity and usefulness of labour undertaken
not for self only but for the whole nation. Therefore the name
Udyoga Mandir, I felt, more answered our present evolution than
Satyagraha Ashram. The co-workers accepted the suggestion
though not without considerable hesitation. ‘Industrial Home’
is a poor rendering of the original as ‘Dominion Status’ or even
‘independence’ is a poor substitute for ‘swaraj’ which alone can
signify the great mass longing of India as an individual nation.
We do not take up any industry that comes our way. We select
only such as we must carry on as a consecration, a yajna (sacrifice)
or a kurbani. An industrial home connotes a conglomeration of
industries which may appeal to some but which have no universal
application. The word ‘Mandir’ has sacred associations and so
has ‘Udyoga’ read in the light of the Bhagavad Gita. 1 must
therefore invite friendly critics with the poetic instinct to present
me with an English expression that will exactly fit in with the
expression Udyoga Mandir. Till I get some good equivalent it
must remain untranslatable.

38-3
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But the Satyagraha Ashram does not entirely disappear.
Whilst it divests itself of its external activities and allows the use
of the ground on which the Ashram stands to the Udyoga Mandir
—the possession to be resumed at will—the Ashram retains the
open prayer ground and therefore its most life-giving activity
hoping some day to be able to reabsorb the activities now surren-
dered. The name Satyagraha Ashram has so many sacred asso-
ciations, that only the hope of reverting to it intact has recon-
ciled us to the change of name to the extent indicated.

There is one thing more which I may not omit. It has been
openly stated, more secretly whispered, that Mahadev Desai
has been appointed Chairman of the Managing Committee owing
to the inmates having lost confidence in me and as a concession to
weakness. This is altogether untrue. The Managing Committee,
if the reader will recall the previous description of the Ashram in
these pages, was appointed long ago. I ceased for a long interval
officially to guide its deliberations. Then at the invitation of the
Committee, I took up the active guidance. But when the change
in name came, the responsibility of the Chairman seemed to be
eased a bit. Hence I withdrew and Mahadev Desai became
Chairman once more. The virtual control of the Ashram however
still remains with me and will continue to do so, so long as I
continue to deserve the affection of my comrades.

Young India, 8-11-1928

34. VILLAGE ENGINEERS

Mr. Richard B. Gregg, the author of the treatise on Economics
of Khaddar, who was at the Ashram for a few days before sailing
for America, gave a couple of discourses to the students of the
Technical School of the All-India Spinners’ Association at Sabar-
mati. The first dealt with solar power and was a resume of his
chapter in the treatise to which I must refer the reader. Below is
given a summary! of the second prepared by one of the audience:

Young India, 8-11-1928

I Not reproduced here



35. LETTER TO JEHANGIR B. PETIT

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 8, 1928
DEAR MR. PETIT,

I thank you for your very prompt reply. I am sending you
now the blind boy.! His name is Daya Arjun. He belongs to
Junagarh. He is a blacksmith, not an untouchable.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

JenaNcGIR B. PeTIT, EsQ.
PeTit Buirping, 359 HornBy Roap, ForT, BomBAY

From a photostat: S.N. 12984

36. LETTER TO JEHANGIR B. PETIT

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 8, 1928

DEAR MR. PETIT,

Here is a copy of the letter? I have given to the blind boy. I
am posting it to your Fort address as I have asked the boy to
take the original to the School. But as you might not have
gone there and might not have yet given instructions at the School,
I am writing this to you so as to enable you to do the needful.

Yours sincerely,

Jenancir B. PeTIT, EsQ.
PeTit BuiLping, 359 HornBy Roap, Fort, BomBAY

From a photostat: S.N. 12990

1 Vide ‘“Letter to Jehangir B. Petit”, 4-11-1928.
2 Vide the preceding item.



37. LETTER TO SATYANANDA BOSE!

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 9, 1928

DEAR SATYANANDA BABU,

I have your letter. When I am in Calcutta,? I shall be be-
sieged as I always am by interviewers and friends seeking advice.
I am dreading even now the visit to Calcutta in the present physi-
cal state.* I would therefore like to be excused from having to
preside at the Social Conference. I am coming to Calcutta simply
for the sake of Pandit Motilalji.

Yours sincerely,
SJT. SATYANANDA BoOSE
4 NunpY STREET, BALLYGUNGE, CALCUTTA

From a photostat: S.N. 12985

38. LETTER TO SHANKARAN

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 9, 1928

MY DEAR SHANKARAN,

I have your letters. But I have been too busy to be able to
reply. I don’t need now to tell you everything about the Ashram.
You will see everything in the pages of Young India and Navajivan.

I had a touch of fever, but I am all right now.*

Yours sincerely,

SJT. SHANKARAN
Victoria Lopce, MATHERAN, DistRicT COLABA

From a photostat: S.N. 12991

I Tn reply to the addressee’s letter dated November 4, 1928, wherein he had
requested Gandhiji to preside over the Indian Social Conference to be held in
Calcutta during the Congress Week.

2To attend the A.I.C.C. meeting on December 26, 1928

3 Vide ‘“Letter to Mahadev Desai”, 5-11-1928.

4 Vide ““Letter to Mirabehn, 12-11-1928.



39. LETTER TO KARIM GOOLAM ALI

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 9, 1928
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. Any interference by an outsider of the
kind you suggest is bound to be misunderstood and valueless. Of
what value for instance can be to Hindus a balanced opinion from
an eminent Christian divine about the misdeeds of Vaishnavite
Maharajahs ?

Yours sincerely,

Karm Gooram Ari, Esq.
KuaraDHAR, KARACHI

From a photostat: S.N. 12992

40. LETTER TO A. SAMBUNATHAN

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 9, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. You will have read all about the Ashram
constitution in the pages of Young India.

I certainly think that you should not have resorted to abuses
in respect of the women. You should have observed perfect silence.

About the Gita, you should procure a Tamil translation which
can be easily read.

I am too busy just now to write out my own correspondence.

Yours sincerely,
A. SAMBUNATHAN, Esq.
Clo T. RATNASABHAPATHY MUDALIAR, EsQ.

32 OrfFicE VENKATACHALA MUDALI STREET
TRiPLICANE, MADRAS

From a photostat: S.N. 12993



41. LETTER TO SIR MAHOMED HABIBULLAH!

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 9, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter and for taking me in your confi-
dence regarding the appointment of a successor to Sastriji.

The proposal to appoint Sir K. V. Reddi does not appeal to
me at all. I have not the honour to know the gentleman. As you
tell me he is a party man, it would be fatal to appoint a party
man. The Agent has to enjoy the confidence of all the Indians
there and of all the parties here. I hardly think that Sir K. V.
Reddi will be able to possess that confidence.

The appointment is a most difficult task and it is not an easy
thing to replace Sastriji. My own suggestion to you is that you
should appoint yourself.? You know all that Sastriji has done.
Therefore there will be perfect continuity. You proved your mettle
in South Africa when you led the Deputation.®* So far as I am
aware you are not a suspect as a party man. The next few years
are most important in the life of the little Indian community in
South Africa and any mistake in the appointment will prove disas-
trous. If, therefore, you have sufficient courage and humility to
appoint yourself, the whole difficulty is solved. But if you will shirk
the duty or your going is utterly impossible, I suggest your making
a desperate effort to secure Prof. Paranjpye. If that fails, in
spite of Sastriji’s advice that no officials should be appointed you
should have Kunwar Maharaj Singh. I mention his name not
because I know him or have ever met him but because Charlie

1 Tn reply to his letter dated November 5, 1928, which read: *Sir K. V.
Reddy who was a member of the first Ministry in Madras . . . is not perhaps
as well known throughout India as Sastri or Jayakar. I happen, however, to
have known him intimately now for many years. His lack of renown is really
due to the fact that he is comparatively young and that his work has been con-
fined to his own presidency. But both in the sphere of Local Self-Government
and his larger field of administration as Minister, he distinguished himself by
his earnestness, honesty and patriotism” (S.N. 11998).

2 Vide ““Letter to Sir Mahomed Habibullah”, 16-11-1928.

3 Vide Vol. XXXIII, pp. 117-9.
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Andrews swore by him as the man next to Sastriji if Sastriji could!
not be secured as the first Agent.

If all the three proposals fail, then I would say you should
ask Sastriji to appoint his own successor. I can’t go any further.
May God help you to a right decision. You must not throw away
my first suggestion.

Yours sincerely,

SIR ManoMeEp HaBmBurLLAH SAHEB Banapur, K.C.IL.E.
MEemBER oF VicEroy’s Councir, New DEeLHI

From a photostat: S.N. 13282

42. LETTER TO NIRANJAN PATNAIK

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 9, 1928

DEAR NIRANJAN BABU,

The people of Sambalpur are pressing me to take Sambalpur?
even if for a day on my way to Calcutta. What do you say to
this?

Have I not sent you a copy of a letter?® from Bijolia about the
Utkal khadi work? Thinking that I have sent the letter, I
have been waiting for your reply.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. NIRANJAN PATNAIK
SwaARA] AsHRAM, BERHAMPUR

From a microfilm: S.N. 13719

43. LETTER T0 C. V. RENGAM CHETTI

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 9, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. I wish you could soften down a bit. In
any event at the present moment I am not in active charge of

I The second page of the letter ends here but the source has page three
of some other letter interpolated.

2 Vide ““Letter to Achyutananda Purohit”, 27-11-1928.

3 Vide “Letter to Niranjan Patnaik”, 27-11-1928.



40 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

the affairs of the Association and I am too much preoccupied
in the commitments I have undertaken to attend to anything else.
But another non-Brahmin, that is, Seth Jamnalalji is in charge, and
I assure you that he is a shrewd and capable business man. If you
convince him of your case, he will not hesitate to intervene.

Yours sincerely,

Syr. C. V. REncam CHETTI
NARAYANAVARAM

From a microfilm: S.N. 13720

44. LETTER TO V. L. PHADKE
Friday, November 9, 1928

BHAISHRI MAMA,

I got your letter. I was a little ill and that has delayed this
reply. I think this is not a case of Ghanchis! against Hindus, but
one involving four well-to-do business men. I see no need for us
to do anything more about it. It is plain that the Bhangi student
was not a votary of non-violence. He adopted a course which
he thought best, and I do not think we need do anything more
about it. Even if you think it is a case between Ghanchis and
Hindus, your ultimate aim is to win over the former by and by.
I would not mind even if a few inmates of the Ashram laid down
their lives. Anyone who professes non-violence will not deserve
a certificate until he passes the supreme test.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3821

1'A community in Gujarat traditionally engaged in oil pressing



45. LETTER TO F. W. WILSON!

November 10, 1928
I have your letter for which I thank you. Perhaps you have
seen what I wrote in Young India®> about Mr. Wild’s articles which

make painful reading. , -
ours sincerey,

M. K. GanpHI
From a photostat: S.N. 12987

46. LETTER TO VIOLET

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
November 10, 1928

MY DEAR VIOLET,

I have your letter. Hinduism should certainly be purged of
all the evil and superstition that have crept into it. Nothing
then need be a substitute for it. It is, in my opinion, an all-
embracing and all-sufficing religion.

I hope your aunt is quite well now.
Yours sincerely,

[MRs. VIOLET
C/o] Miss BABA GUNASEKERA
55 HampDEN LANE, WELLAWATTE, COLOMBO

From a photostat: S.N. 12994

47. CRUELTY IN GUISE OF JUSTICE

Offshoots of the riots between Hindus and Muslims in Surat
still continue. Although the fighting with sticks and daggers has
ceased, the battle now goes on in the law-courts. I am still
receiving letters on this subject. However, I am in no position
nor have I the ability to become a party to this dispute. Neverthe-

1'In reply to addressee’s letter dated November 7, 1928, which read:
“I am most sincerely sorry if I have published anything which iseither inaccurate
or which conveys a wrong impression. I published (in The Pioneer) what Mr.
Wild wrote in all good faith, supposing that he had arranged with you as
to what he was going to say.”

2 Vide “Fact and Fiction™, 8-11-1928.
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less, when I received two or three letters about a certain matter,
I considered it my dharma to investigate it. This related to a
complaint that the editor of the local daily Hindu, Shri Chimanlal
Joshi, was taken to the court in handcuffs. As I could not believe
this report, I inquired of a trustworthy friend about it. The latter
writes:!

Even a person accused of murder should not be treated in
this manner; how then can a gentleman be subjected to such
treatment? No Hindu-Muslim problem is involved in this case.
No Muslim who has a soul would tolerate such treatment of a
Hindu. Similarly, no Hindu who has a soul would t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>