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PREFACE

This volume covers the period of four months from mid-
May to mid-September 1934. A week earlier, on May 8, Gandhiji
had converted his Orissa tour into a walking pilgrimage and,
after an interruption of two days, on May 17 and 18, to attend
a meeting of the A.I.C.C. at Patna, he completed it on June 8.
Resuming the tour by rail a few days later, Gandhiji visited
Poona, Ahmedabad, Ajmer, Karachi, Calcutta, Kanpur and Luck-
now and concluded it at Banaras on August 2, having covered
during the nine months of the tour on behalf of Harijans over
12,000 miles (of which 156 miles on foot) and collected about
ten lakhs of rupees. Throughout the tour, Gandhiji was con-
fronted at many places by sanatanists with black-flag demonstra-
tions and on June 25, at Poona, a bomb was thrown on what the
assailant believed was the car carrying him. Pandit Lalnath, leader
of the sanatanist demonstrations, while addressing a meeting
at Ajmer on July 5 received a lathi blow which Gandhiji presumed
must have been delivered by a ‘reformer’ and in atonement for
which, therefore, he immediately announced a seven-day fast after
the end of the tour. Reaching Wardha on August 5, Gandhiji
commenced the fast on August 8 and completed it on August 14.
On August 23, the controversial Temple-entry Bill, which had been
opposed in the Central Assembly by several members and also by
the Government, both on principle and on the ground that the
measure was impracticable, came to an inglorious end as its
mover, Ranga Iyer, withdrew the Bill, to the great jubilation of
the sanatanists.

The end of the tour coincided with the end of the period
of voluntary abstention by Gandhiji from active politics following
his sentence of one year’s imprisonment on August 4, 1933. In
the mean time, however, the Congress Working Committee had met
at Wardha on June 12 after a lapse of 30 months and without its
President, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and important members like
Jawaharlal Nehru and Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan who were still
in jail. It met again in Bombay on June 17 and 18 and passed a
resolution on the Communal Award neither accepting it nor rejecting
it. Gandhiji attended both the meetings. Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya and M. S. Aney had demanded outright rejection of the
Award, and an attempt was, therefore, made at yet another meeting
of the Committee at Banaras during Gandhiji’s short stay there to



[vi]
iron out the difference between them and the other members,
Sardar Patel, who had by then been released, presiding over the
meeting. The Committee could not abandon its fundamental atti-
tude of non-acceptance and non-rejection and, in consequence, the
two dissidents resigned from the Congress.

Gandhiji’s large-hearted tolerance of different points of view
enabled him to encourage deviants from the mainstream of the
Congress, like parliamentarians and Socialists, and even guide
them, with friendly criticism in the case of the Socialists, in the
pursuit of their swadharma. Moving at the Patna A.I.C.C. meet-
ing the resolution on Council-entry, a programme in which he had
scant faith, he said: ‘“The parliamentary work must be left to those
who are so inclined. . . . In its own place, it will be useful. But
the Congress will commit suicide if its attention is solely devoted
to legislative work. Swaraj will never come that way. Swaraj can
only come through an all-round consciousness of the masses” (p.
11). His own future plan was a ‘“‘continuation of the Harijan work
and the rest of the constructive programme . ..” (p. 285). Though
he had helped to bring into being the Congress Parliamentary Board,
as a ‘‘concession to hard facts” (p. 173), he repeatedly insisted
“that it is the least part of the national programme. It will be useless,
in terms of swaraj, without the backing of the constructive pro-
gramme, not one on mere paper but in solid substantial India-
wide work” (p. 285).

While welcoming the rise of the Socialist Party in the
Congress, he frankly pointed out the defects which he noted in
its programme, its disregard of Indian conditions and its assump-
tion of inevitable ‘‘antagonism between the classes and the
masses or between the labourers and the capitalists, such that
they can never work for mutual good” (p.75). If labourers
should know their rights and how to assert them, he also held
that every right implied a corresponding duty and the Socialist
manifesto, therefore, should emphasize performance of duty and
show what that duty was (p. 76). Being convinced that capitalists
and landlords were not averse to progressively sharing their
riches with the masses, he said: “Let us who live in glass houses
not throw stones. . . . We ourselves have not completely shed the
habits of living that we say the capitalists are notorious for.
The idea of class war does not appeal to me. In India class war
is not only not inevitable but it is avoidable if we have under-
stood the message of non-violence” (p. 218). Even while depreca-
ting blind acceptance of imported “‘catchwords and seductive
slogans” (p. 219), he recognized the restless search for truth that
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filled the soul of the West and said, “I wvalue that spirit.
Let us study our Eastern institutions in that spirit of scienti-
fic inquiry and we shall evolve a truer socialism and a truer
communism than the world has yet dreamed of. It is surely wrong
to presume that Western socialism or communism is the last word
on the question of mass poverty” (p. 219). He refused to subscribe
to the belief of Western socialists and communists “in the
essential selfishness of human nature”. He declared his faith that
man in any station ‘“‘can respond to the call of spirit in him and
can rise superior to the passions that he owns in common with
the brute and therefore superior to selfishness and violence
which belong to brute nature and not to the immortal spirit of
man’’ (p.248). He therefore pleaded for a socialism or communism
based on non-violence and on harmonious co-operation of labour
and capital and landlord and tenant. He wrote to Narendra
Deva: “.. . your enunciation of the socialist object frightens me. . . .
The implications of all the three principles . . . make an intoxi-
cating programme. I fear all intoxicants” (p. 274). He sug-
gested that the Socialists should present the country with “practi-
cal socialism in keeping with Indian conditions instead of
scientific socialism as your programme has been called” (p. 275).
Finally, in a letter to Jawaharlal Nehru, who breathed angry
contempt for bullock-cart socialism, Gandhiji took full responsibi-
lity for the Working Committee’s resolution and added: “Of
course here comes in the difference of our emphasis on the
method or the means which to me are just as important as the
goal and in a sense more important in that we have some control
over them whereas we have none over the goal if we lose control
over the means” (p. 318).

Speaking to khadi workers, Gandhiji dissented from Adam
Smith who considered the human element a disturbing factor
in the study of economic phenomena and argued: “. . . it is this
‘human element’ on which the entire economics of khadi rests;
and human selfishness, Adam Smith’s ‘pure economic motive’,
constitutes the ‘disturbing factor’ that has got to be overcome.
. . . Debasing of quality, adulteration, pandering to the baser tastes
of humanity, are current staple in commercialized production;
they have no place in khadi, nor has the principle of highest
profit and lowest wages any place in khadi.”” The spinner is “not
a machine. . . . the art in khadi appeals first to the heart and then
to the eye’’ (pp. 353-4). In a discussion with Dodd he claimed for
the spinning-wheel only the merit of producing additional wealth
by utilizing the idle hours of the nation. It was never meant to
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displace existing employment. “Give me a thing”, he said, “which
would increase the daily income of the millions of our impover-
ished people more than the spinning-wheel, and I should gladly
give up the spinning-wheel” (p. 401).

But the Congress intelligentsia did not share Gandhiji’s
faith in the khadi programme, with its concomitants, and, watching
with growing concern the differences in outlook and method
between them and him, he seriously considered the advisability of
his leaving the Congress. In the letters to Vallabhbhai Patel we
can trace his mental agony over the question. He felt that he
seemed ‘‘to be obstructing the growth of the Congress”. He could
think of no way of fighting the rot, except by leaving it. “My
doing so will rid it of hypocrisy” (p. 329). Little by little
he came to the rueful conclusion ‘“‘that the best interests of the
Congress and the nation will be served by my completely severing
all official or physical connection with the Congress, including the
original membership. ... I feel that my remaining in it any longer
is likely to do more harm than good. ... A tree is no more hurt by
a ripe fruit falling from it than would the Congress be by my going
out of it. Indeed the fruit will be dead weight, if it did not fall
when it was fully ripe. . . . I feel that I am a dead weight on the
Congress now” (pp. 403-4). He felt with poignant clarity the in-
ability of the intelligentsia who wanted to lead the Congress to
understand the needs of the masses with whom he had identified
himself. His reason, he said, ‘“takes me in a direction just the
opposite of what many of the most intellectual Congressmen would
gladly and enthusiastically take, if they were not hampered by
their unexampled loyalty to me”. He could not exploit their
loyalty and devotion and the leaders who disapproved of his
method would not outvote him and compel his retirement. He there-
fore came to the conclusion that the “only way I can requite
such loyalty was by voluntary retirement” (p. 405).

Whether it was the movement against untouchability or the
struggle for political freedom or economic equality, Gandhiji
was concerned not only with prompt decisive action, but also with
preservation of wholeness in persons and society. He clung to
the faith that life was a single indivisible whole and that
spiritual sadhana was not an escape from its demands, but ever
deeper involvement in it. Writing to Premabehn Kantak, he distin-
guishes between speaking of and fulfilling the Congress pro-
gramme and says: ‘“The real worshippers of Shri Krishna are
not those who shout ‘Krishna, Krishna’, but those who do His
work. Our hunger is not appeased if we keep shouting ‘bread,
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bread’. It is appeased by eating bread” (p.392). In a letter to
Dilip Kumar Roy, a follower of Sri Aurobindo, he explains with
due modesty and in a tentative spirit his idea of karmayoga. “I
do not believe that my present activity is less conducive to self-
realization or merger in the Divine than abstention would be.
Sannyasa is not cessation of all physical activity. It means to
me cessation of all activity, mental or physical, that is selfish.
If I could be convinced that cessation is the better way for me,
I should adopt it at once” (p. 195). Disinterested activity was
conducive to spiritual growth precisely because it helped to inte-
grate life, which could not be divided into watertight compart-
ments, some spiritual and others secular. “Politics, religion, social
reform, economic uplift, all these form parts of a whole” (p. 172).

What made an activity spiritual was the tendency to
preserve personal and social integrity, to bring people together
rather than create conflicts. Gandhiji’s social and political
models were organic, not mechanical, and the forces he sought
to develop and mobilize were sattvtk, not rajasik. Passionately
devoted as he was to the movement against untouchability, he
would not bring it about by wrong means or by forsaking
“gentleness, moderation and humility” (p. 132). Addressing a
public meeting in Banaras he said: “. . . religion is not a subject
to be understood by the intellect but one that is accepted by the
heart. . . . I neither wish to force anyone nor do I wish to quarrel
with anyone. None should be afraid of me. I can do no harm
nor evil to sanatana dharma. I am also a follower of the same
sanatana dharma that you profess” (p. 268).

In thus accepting by the heart a given situation as also
the need to change it and to change it through common consent,
he found the most valuable support from women, who ‘were
spiritually superior to men” (p. 123) and who had greater capacity
for sacrifice, suffering and patience and thus were more able
and willing to safeguard religion (p. 113). A mother was inclined
to shower special affection on a dull, stupid and crippled child
(p. 114). Women were more ready to accept his plea: “Sinners
we are all to a greater or less extent, and every one of our
spiritual books—Gita, Bhagavata, and Tulsi Ramayana—declares
in no uncertain terms that whoever seeks refuge in Him, whoever
takes His name, shall be free from sin. That covenant is for all
mankind” (p. 278). Indeed the Gita was not only his Mother, but
the universal Mother (pp. 271-2). Assuming this mother-like role
of serving the untouchables without disrupting society, Gandhiji
described the predicament of the reformer thus: “Dr. Ambedkar
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is . . . an intelligent . . . lawyer . . .. The magnitude of his sacrifice
is great. . . . He leads a simple life. . . . But what is the condition
of even a man like him in our society today? . . . Whose shame
is this? How can one who has been put to such treatment be
won over? At the same time we have to touch the heart of Shan-
karacharya. Those two are poles apart. How can they be brought
together? We stand between these two. . . . we have to win over
both of them with our sacrifice and tolerance” (p. 166-7).

With Gandhiji sacrifice often meant taking on himself
vicarious responsibility for the lapses of his close associates. His
well-tried method for communicating to vast masses of people the
redemptive agony of his mother-heart was a fast. As he wrote
to Vallabhbhai Patel (p. 168) and said again more emphatically
to the Sind journalists: “The only language they understand
is the language of the heart, and fasting when it is utterly
unselfish is the language of the heart” (p. 171). The statement
of July 10, 1934, described the proposed fast as the least penance
owed to Pandit Lalnath and those sanatanists whom he repre-
sented and also a warning to his own supporters in the move-
ment ‘‘that they must approach it with clean hands and hearts
free from untruth and violence in thought, word and deed”
(pp. 159-60). In a statement issued on August 6, a day before the
fast, Gandhiji widened the appeal of the fast to cover Congress-
men and spoke out against the acrimony and corruption in Con-
gress elections, and said: ‘““Though my fast has nothing to do with
these unclean methods, how I wish Congress workers will detect
my anguish in the words I have written and lighten it during the
purification week by resorting to self-introspection and resolving
to make the Congress an organization in keeping with its creed . ..”
(pp-297-8). This same call for “the purification of many”’, the war-
ning against the two enemies, untruth and impurity, formed the
main theme of the speech at the prayer meeting on the commence-
ment of the fast. In an interview to the Press, he again stressed
“the prime necessity of achieving internal purity’”’ not only for
Harijan workers but for the Congress, a powerful national organi-
zation, which would “perish unless it is sustained by the internal
purity of those who compose that organization’ (p. 316).

Gandhiji’s letters to Jawaharlal Nehru are marked by complete
candour, as was only natural between a senior and a junior
colleague who understood each other perfectly and shouldered
a common responsibility. When Jawaharlal was released by the
Government owing to Kamala Nehru’s illness, Gandhiji advised
him not to make any political pronouncement, adding, “If my
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argument appeals to your reason, you will announce your self-
restraint in a fitting manner” (p. 303). On certain remarks
of Jawaharlal Nehru on the trust for Anand Bhawan, Gandhiji
said: “Your attitude betrays anger. . . . I would ask you not
to take this matter so personally as you have done. ... Let
the nation be the custodian of Father’s memory and you only
as one of the nation” (p. 319). With persons with whom he
enjoyed a sense of mutual belonging, he recognized an occasional
right to demand obedience without carrying conviction. For
example, he wrote to Narandas Gandhi: ‘“You should follow
my advice only if it appeals to your reason, or when I ask you
to follow my instructions even if they do not appeal to your
reason’ (p. 378).

In a misunderstanding that arose in the Tyabji family when
Raihana, “the strange mystic’’, misunderstood ‘“‘the loving pre-
judices” of her parents, he reminded the girl, “Remember that
you will not be you but for the training they gave you and the
affection with which they have surrounded you . . .” (pp. 410-1).
At the same time he wrote to the father, Abbas Tyabji, “. .. I would
either let her have her way ungrudgingly and joyously or give her
a separate house and maintenance and let her have her way”
(p. 437). The same faith in the wisdom of each individual follow-
ing his or her own path of growth prompted Gandhiji to advise
Margarete Spiegel: ‘““You should strive to be good according
to the gifts God has given you. No two persons are alike in the
world” (p. 53). Explaining how we are continually growing, he
said in a letter to Premabehn Kantak: “Every day is one’s birthday.
We are born every day and we die every day and are born
again” (p. 268).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up in
small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of speeches
and interviews, as also passages which are not by Gandhiji, have
been set up in small type. In reports of speeches and interviews
slight changes and omissions, where necessary, have been made in
passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with the
original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand
corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied
within square brackets, the reasons being given where necessary.
The date given at the end of an item alongside the source is that
of publication. The writings are placed under the date of publica-
tion, except where they carry a date-line or where the date of
writing has special significance and is ascertainable.

References to Volume I of this series are to the January 1969
edition.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N.
refers to documents, M.M.U. to the reels of the Mobile Microfilm
Unit and S.G. to the photostats of the Sevagram collection
available in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya, New
Delhi; G.W. denotes documents secured by the Collected Works
of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the
text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered by
the volume are also provided at the end.
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1. APPEAL TO WORKERS

The day on which I am writing this is the sixth day of the
walking pilgrimage.! By train and motor I would have covered
probably seven hundred and fifty miles and would have nomi-
nally seen 1,50,000 people at least. On foot I have covered not
more than 40 miles, the sixth day being my silence day, and
come in touch with not less than 20,000 men and women.

My innermost feeling is that the work done is in inverse ratio
to that between the artificial locomotion and the natural.
The contact during the past five days has been more real be-
tween the villagers and myself. But, of these experiences, perhaps,
some other time. The purpose of this note is to invite the co-
operation of the whole of India. It was no small thing for the
Utkal leaders all of a sudden to disturb the programme, which
they had prepared with elaborate care and from the fulfil-
ment of which they had expected to realize nothing less than
Rs. 30,000 even from this the poorest province in all India. I
had certainly set my heart on Rs. 50,000. But they had no hesita-
tion, when the truth burst upon them, in sacrificing the pecu-
niary gain and risking the wrath of their lieutenants. Nor, when
I approached Dr. B. C. Roy, had he any difficulty in sacrificing
the Bengal programme practically altogether. I expect no diffi-
culty from the other provinces. I must refuse to believe that they
will fail to see the superior beauty of the walking tour over that
of the train and motor travel.

But I ask for and expect much more than mere passive co-
operation. I invite the active co-operation of all India. I expect
the all-India workers to arrange simultaneous walking tours in
their own provinces for the purpose of delivering the message and
even collecting coppers and silver pieces from the people by way
of purses to be sent to me, as they would have given if I had
gone to them. There should be more intimate touch esta-
blished between the workers and the Harijans and friendlier
approach to the sanatanists. There should be a more real appre-

1 Gandhiji renounced the use of conveyances at Puri on May 8, 1934,
and on the following day walked to Harekrishnapur. Vide also Vol. LVII,
pp. 466-7.
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ciation of the difficulties and disabilities of the Harijans in the
villages visited. There should be more temples opened, more
Harijan children brought to public schools. Let the workers and
the villagers believe that, inasmuch as I am walking to the
Utkal villages, I am walking to theirs also. If mine is a spiri-
tual act, it should have that value, the people should feel im-
pelled to intensify their effort on behalf of the cause. This pil-
grimage should result in the discovery of more workers and the
increasing dedication of the existing ones.

Harijan, 18-5-1934

2. LETTER TO BHAGWANJI A. MEHTA

May 18, 1934
BHAI BHAGWAN]JI!,

The date on your letter is December 30, 1933, but that must
be a mistake, as it came to my hand only yesterday. Never
mind. I was glad to read about your happy experiences with
Bhai Prabhashankar?. But they are irrelevant so far as I am
concerned. I believe that one who is responsible for looking after
the affairs of Ratilal® ought not to create difficulties about giving
her share to a helpless sister in Jeki’s* position. One needn’t
cite the example of Chhaganlal® in this matter. Can a wise man
take cover behind the conduct of an ignorant man? All of us
know that Chhaganlal is ignorant. I, therefore, don’t under-
stand what made you write such a long letter. If you have
understood my point, please use your intelligence and your

influence to see that the sisters get their share from Ratilal at any
rate.

Vandemataram from
MoOHANDAS

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5823. Also C.W. 3046. Courtesy:
Bhagwanji A. Mehta

I'A lawyer of Saurashtra
2 Prabhashankar Parekh, Ratilal’s father-in-law
3 Dr. Pranjivan Mehta’s second son

4 Dr. Pranjivan Mehta’s younger daughter Jayakunvar, wife of Manilal
Doctor

5Dr. Pranjivan Mehta’s eldest son



3. SPEECH AT A.I1C.C. MEETING, PATNA-I

May 18, 1934

Whilst congratulating the movers of the several amendments,
I may say that their speeches have only strengthened me in the
opinion expressed in my statement.! I have found nothing in them
to induce me to alter my decision. Indeed I am surprised
to see that none of the speakers has taken me to task for advising
the suspension of civil resistance for everyone except myself.

On the contrary, all the amendments are unanimous in
demanding the suspension of civil resistance. This fact surprises
me, but does not pain me. It only shows that my decision has
come not a moment too soon. In asking me, however, to go a
step further and give up the idea of offering civil resistance my-
self, you want to deprive me of my individual liberty of action.
It is undoubtedly open to you to repudiate my claim to repre-
sent the Congress in my civil resistance. I can understand and
even appreciate such a repudiation on behalf of the Congress.

Individual civil resistance as laid down by the Poona Confe-
rence? was to be offered in the name of the Congress and the
proposition before you is but a modification of the Poona decision.
Civil resistance was then restricted to an indefinite number; now
it is restricted to one single individual. The very fact of my ap-
proaching you for approval is evidence of my desire to act in
the name of, and with the authority of, the Congress, but in
case you do not see your way to giving me that authority, you may
not still deprive me of the liberty of individual action, for that
would mean wiping me out of existence itself. I would not hesitate
even to wipe myself out, if I were convinced that the step would
lead to an advance in the progress of India onwards her goal.

My conviction on the contrary is that India will not win
swaraj by depriving a single individual of his freedom of action.
A speaker has said, I claim to bring swaraj by my single action
when he says ‘‘swaraj won by one man is no good to the
nation”’. He only quotes from my own words. I have said from
a thousand platforms to the school of violence that even if they

1 Vide Vol. LVII, pp. 348-50.
2 Vide Vol. LV, pp. 262 and 265-6.
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succeeded in achieving swaraj by taking the lives of some Eng-
lish and Indian officials, it would be swaraj for themselves, but
not for the masses of India and one should not know whose lives
they would take next.

Civil resistance is a complete substitute for violence. Through
it everyone has to achieve his own swaraj. This weapon has
given spirit and new strength to the masses. Legislative work cannot
rouse the masses. I would like you to come with me for a few
days and see the truth of what I say. I have never tried to force
my decisions on you. I have no power but that of gentle per-
suasion. I only urge you not to coerce me to act against my
cherished conviction.

Lala Dunichand! has asked me not to ‘infringe the limits’ of
the constitution which I had a hand in framing. To him I may
say that I am a civil resister because I am a constitutionalist
by instinct. That is the very reason why I have come to you as
your representative. I have no desire to go beyond the four
corners of the Congress constitution.

If T have failed to carry conviction to you, you will refuse
to me that authority, but I only plead for the liberty of indi-
vidual action. The decision is not an outcome of despair. I am
an optimist and never give way to despair. My desire is born
of an unshakable faith in non-violent resistance.

It is surely for the General to decide the time for and the
manner of action. The General has to be convinced of the sol-
diers’ capacity to act at a given moment. The conditions of ser-
vice are to be laid down by the General who has no physical force
at his command. He can only appeal to his soldiers’ reason and
heart. My sole civil resistance is no reflection on any one of you.

All these years I was not unaware of the limitations under
which I was working, but the time came when it became neces-
sary to cry a halt if the weapon was not to suffer discredit.
It is open to you to accept or reject the advice of your Gene-
ral. In a non-violent struggle it is not the General who can dis-
miss his soldiers. The latter can dismiss him if his terms do
not appeal to them.

This is no threat; in any case, I will continue to be a mem-
ber of the Congress, but will not claim to be its representative.
What would be the matter if a year or two more elapse be-
fore your faith in him will be restored. The General in a
non-violent struggle has no powers of punishment. He has no

1 A Congress worker of Ambala
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authority to compel obedience to his commands; his authority
rests on his power of persuasion. To ask such a General to alter
his course of action is to force him to act against his judg-
ment. You are at perfect liberty to dismiss the General if his
commands are obnoxious to you.

I do not say it out of anger. If I were to be angry with
you for rejecting my advice, I should be unfit to offer civil dis-
obedience. I claim to be amenable to reason. Even children
have shed all fear of me and have been able to make me bend
to their will. I have not harmed flies even when pestered by
them. Why should you be afraid to order such a man to vacate
places if that is your desire? I tell you it will not pain me. On
the contrary, I will thank you for your frankness, but if you
decide to retain your General, you should cease to demur and
should follow his discipline.

It is open to you not to accept his discipline, but once
you accept it, you should feel yourself bound to obey his com-
mand. One of the speakers has told me that spirituality is a
thing I have newly introduced in politics on this occasion. A
friend here reminds me of a resolution! passed by the Working
Committee on the eve of the Dandi March in 1930, and the pre-
amble to that resolution contains the same thing as I have said
in this statement. It was there with the approval of the late
Pandit Motilal Nehru. The preamble lays down in clear terms
that the struggle should be started and carried on by those who
believed in truth and non-violence not as a policy, but as a creed.
Therefore, I was authorized to start and carry on the struggle
and Congressmen were ordered to assist in it.

What I say today is not different from what was said in
that preamble. Of course, those who look upon civil resistance as a
political weapon came to the struggle, but they were expected
to be loyal to the creed and to the discipline required of them,
while they remained in the struggle. I expected them to be loyal
to it in the same way as a jailor protects in thought, word and
deed the prisoner, who may be guilty of murder and is in his
charge for the time being. If you choose to follow my lead, you
have to accept my conditions. If not, you will leave me free to
follow the course I consider best, no matter even if I am alone.

The Bardoli decision? of 1922, which the late Hakim Saheb
and Dr. Ansari could accept with the utmost difficulty, was a step

1 On February 15, 1930, at Ahmedabad; vide Vol. XLII, p. 480.

2 The reference is to the Working Committee’s resolution to suspend
the mass civil disobedience; vide Vol. XXII, pp. 377-81.
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that saved the country from an ignominious defeat and destruc-
tion. It brought it sufficiently home to the masses that there
was no room for violence in a peaceful struggle. Those who had
taken part in the recent struggle have been free from violence
in deed. God alone knows how far we were non-violent in
thought. It may be admitted that we were not non-violent to
the same degree in word.

Our non-violence was for a great part confined to deed. If
the country learns the art of going to prison and the art
of practising non-violence as the Pathans have done, we should
be within easy reach of swaraj. I am unrepentant about the
Bardoli decision and consider it to have been an act of wise
statesmanship. Even so do I consider the present advice. My
heart is supposed to be extremely soft, and I know that it is
as hard as steel.

I am helpless if you read into the statement a meaning that
is unwarranted. The person whom I have mentioned in the
beginning of the statement is to me as dear as a son. I have no
charge against him; I found fault not with him, but with myself.
He is at present travelling with me. If I have not passed judg-
ment against him, how could I have done so against others? But
when I see that our laxity has gone so far as to injure the cause,
I shall be guilty of breach of trust if I did not cry a halt and
warn members that far severer discipline and keener apprecia-
tion of the necessity of non-violence in thought, word and deed
had to be expected before the people could be called upon to
re-engage in the struggle.

I said a few words about the Frontier. I feel with the same
acuteness about Bengal. I know what is happening in Bengal
today. There are some Bengalis who blame me for what they
consider my neglect of the woes of Bengal. Some of them repu-
diate my claim to represent Bengal. I represent no other pro-
vince, if I don’t represent Bengal. I am an admirer of the
poetry and emotion of Bengal. I am tied to my province by
silken cords of love, but today I am helpless. My lips have been
sealed under my vow!.

Do not I feel sore about the incarceration of Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan, whose faith in non-violence is stronger than ours?

1 On his unconditional release from Yeravda Prison after being sen-
tenced for one year’s simple imprisonment on August 4, 1933; vide Vol. LV,
pp- 341-3. Gandhiji had resolved not to offer satyagraha but to do Hari-
jan work for the remaining period of the sentence, i.e., up to August 3, 1934.
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Both the brothers have assimilated non-violence to an extra-
ordinary degree. I understand that they read the message of
non-violence in every verse of the Koran. Should I as a Gene-
ral leave them to their fate and look on their incarceration
with philosophical indifference? Jawaharlal Nehru has been
clapped in jail and Sardar Vallabhbhai who was jocularly called
“a blind follower of Gandhi’ as he said ditto to all that I said.
Do you think that he had no intelligence? He was a bigger
barrister than myself. He had made his name as a criminal law-
yer. He said ditto to what I said because he was convinced of
the wisdom of my proposal. Shall I leave these men in prison
and revert or let you revert to a life of ease and luxury?
I ask you to remain out for the same purpose for which they
have gone to jail.

I want you to remain outside not to live a life of comfort
and luxury. I want you to remain outside to embrace voluntary
poverty. In any future struggle none of you will get allowances
for dependents who remain behind. There is no want of work
outside the prisons. You can offer your lives to the cause of
Hindu-Muslim unity. Will you neglect khadi and hope to win
freedom for the villagers? Then there is untouchability. For you,
who will be outside, there will be neither peace nor rest. I have
put before you not a single item that has not been included
in the Congress programme ever since 1920. You may work
out that programme to the full and you will be entitled then and
then only, to ask me to refrain from going to jail.

The Bombay Chronicle, 20-5-1934 and 21-5-1934

4. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

[Before May 19, 1934]!
DEAR DAUGHTER AMTUSSALAAM,

I got your letter and the wire. I am sending a letter to
Dr. Jivaraj [Mehta] but I shall not write to Dr. Sharma. It is
not right of you to send for him in this way. If need be you
can find someone in Bombay.

With reference to your remarks on Dr. Sharma’s diet, I shall
write to him.2 I must receive letters from you regularly.

Blessings from
Baru

! From the postscript
2 Vide “‘Letter to Hiralal Sharma’, p. 19.
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[PS.]
In Patna till the 19th, afterwards Cuttack.

From a photostat of the Urdu: G.N. 596

5. RESOLUTION ON COUNCIL-ENTRY!

PAaTNA,
May 19, 1934

Inasmuch as there exists in the Congress a large body of
members who believe in the necessity of entry into the legis-
latures as a step in the country’s progress towards its goal, the
All-India Congress Committee hereby appoints Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya and Dr. M. A. Ansari to form a Board with
Dr. M. A. Ansari as president, called the Congress Parliamentary
Board, consisting of not more than 25 Congressmen.

The Board shall run to control the elections of members
to the legislatures on behalf of the Congress, and shall have
the power to raise, possess and administer funds for carrying out
its duties. The Board shall be subject to the control of the All-
India Congress Committee, and shall have the power to frame
its constitution, make rules and regulations from time to time
for the management of its affairs.

The constitution and the rules and regulations shall be placed
before the Working Committee for approval but shall be in
force, pending the approval or otherwise of the Working Com-
mittee. The Board shall select only such candidates as will be
pledged to carry out in the legislatures the Congress policy as it
will be determined from time to time.

The Bombay Chronicle, 20-5-1934

1 Adopted at the Working Committee meeting in the morning; the reso-
lution was moved by Gandhiji at A.I.C.C. meeting held at 3 p.m. in Radhika
Sinha Institute, Patna. Dr. M. A. Ansari seconded it. For Gandhiji’s speech
on the resolution, vide the following item.



6. SPEECH AT A.IC.C. MEETING, PATNA-II!
May 19, 1934

It is in the fitness of things that I have been asked to move
this resolution?, for the idea of boycott of legislatures, so far as
I know, had originated with me. I fought for years with some
of my most valued comrades in the Congress for a rigid obser-
vance of that boycott, but an influential minority always thought
it to be a mistake.

When, therefore, we met in an informal conference? at Poona
in July last year and Messrs Satyamurti and Asaf Ali came
to me to lift the council-entry boycott, I suggested their forming
a council-entry party of Congressmen.

Let us trace the history of the boycott. The country ac-
cepted it in 1920, and it gave the country a new life. No one
could miss seeing that wonderful manifestation. But when in
1922, civil resistance was suspended, council-entry programme
came and crystallized itself in the formation of the Swaraj Party
which first received Congress recognition, and in 1926, took
charge of the Congress organization.

In 1929, at the instance of Pandit Motilal Nehru, leader of
the Congress Party in the Assembly, the boycott of legislatures
was resumed. But even then, there remained a body of Con-
gressmen who did not like the resumption of boycott. And now
that there is a virtual suspension of civil resistance, the demand
for return to legislatures has resulted in the revival of the Swa-
raj Party under the leadership of no less a veteran ‘No-changer’
than Dr. Ansari.

I regard myself as a practical idealist. I shall retain my
disbelief in legislatures as an instrument for obtaining swaraj
in terms of masses. But I see that I have failed to wean some
of the Congressmen from their faith in council-entry. The
question therefore is whether they should or should not enforce
their desire to enter legislature as Congress representatives. I have
no doubt that they must have the recognition they want. Not to

1 Gandhiji spoke in Hindi.
2 Vide the preceding item.
3 Vide Vol. LV, pp. 262 and 265-6.
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give it, will be to refuse to make use of the talents we possess.
These patriots, every whit as staunch as any of us, were idle and
discontented for want of political work, strictly so-called. Their
discontent affected others, and there was a general paralysis. For
Congressmen, as a whole, have never taken kindly to purely con-
structive work, such as the spinning-wheel. I could not look
at this state of things with indifference. When therefore Dr.
Ansari wrote to me I had no hesitation in encouraging him to
form a Parliamentary Party of Congressmen. Now that by Gov-
ernment sufferance we have met as lawful body, it is but meet
that we give recognition to Dr. Ansari’s effort. Hence the resolu-
tion is before you.

The virtual suspension of civil resistance makes the resolu-
tion doubly necessary. I call it virtual, because it is now
strictly restricted to one individual. By this resolution, we create
a Board which will be entrusted with the carrying on of the
work inside legislatures. It will be an autonomous body like the
All-India Spinners’ Association with one difference.  The All-
India Spinners’ Association is subject to no interference from
the All-India Congress Committee or the Congress, whilst the
Parliamentary Party will be subject to the discipline of the
All-India Congress Committee because the latter would, from
time to time, have to express its opinion on political questions
cropping up in the country. The All-India Congress Committee
naturally wants its political opinion reflected through the Parlia-
mentary Board in legislatures, and would, therefore, expect
Congressmen in legislatures to voice its opinion. In all other respects,
it will be an autonomous body.

Some of the Provincial Congress Committees have expressed
the view that the All-India Congress Committee, instead of
creating a separate Board, should itself undertake council work.
The Working Committee considered the suggestion, and rejected
it as unworkable.

I have cherished the hope that all Congressmen do not want
to enter legislatures and that all of us do not have the faith in
the councils that the parliamentary-minded section has. I have
tried so far to put before you the view of the council-goers. They
hope to reap limited benefit for the nation through the coun-
cils. There is no doubt in my mind that the benefit would be
insignificant, when compared to the energy that must be spent
on it. The All-India Congress Committee must not be an exclu-
sively parliamentary body. It must represent and regulate all the
national activities of the Congressmen. It must interest itself in
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the great constructive programme of 1920 including khadi,
Hindu-Muslim unity, untouchability, prohibition, national edu-
cation, organization of villages, village industries, and industrial
labour and the like. The parliamentary work must be left to those
who are so inclined. I hope that the majority will always remain
untouched by the glamour of council work.

In its own place, it will be useful. But the Congress will com-
mit suicide if its attention is solely devoted to legislative work.
Swaraj will never come that way. Swaraj can only come through
an all-round consciousness of the masses.

Two of my comrades came to me this afternoon agitated and
remonstrated with me. They feared that the present course of
action would result ultimately in converting the whole Con-
gress into a council-going party. I said I had no such fear. The
‘No-changer’ must be weak of faith, if he could not survive the
competition of the glittering council programme. I therefore
feel that the resolution I have moved exactly meets the case. The
Swarajist resolution! at Ranchi had to be self-contained, and
therefore full. It was taken to meet the remote eventuality of
the All-India Congress Committee never being able to meet.
Since it has met, the Working Committee resolution is the fittest
way of confirming the Ranchi decision. The All-India Congress
Committee does not need to reiterate what the Ranchi reso-
lution was bound to do.

The question has been asked why two members have been
authorized to appoint other members. I have always seen that
in a well-regulated democracy, those who are invested with power
are trusted to use that power judiciously. If you believe in the
integrity of the two gentlemen named in the resolution, you
must also have trust in them that they will appoint fully compe-
tent men on the Board. It would be wrong to thrust upon them
members who may not co-operate with them to the extent they
desire. When we give the reins of a particular administration into
the hands of someone, he should be left free to choose his
own colleagues. The Congress, following my advice, has made of
it a convention. Regarding the Working Committee, I had not
the courage to incorporate the rule into the Constitution, but
we have learnt by experience that the convention has worked
well. The President chooses his own colleagues. Your sanction
to the choice has become a formal affair.

1. Of the conference of the Swaraj Party held on May 2 and 3, 1934. Vide
also p. 13.
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When the Bihar Earthquake Committee met, I went a step
further, and the resolution gave power to the President Rajendra-
babu to choose his own colleagues. I advise the same course for
the formation of the Board.

Now a word as to the competence of the All-India Con-
gress Committee to pass this resolution. The Chairman has given
his ruling. I wish to defend the step on its merits. If the Con-
gress were in session today, naturally it alone could undo what
it has done. But in an emergency, the All-India Congress
Committee is bound to do all that the Congress can do when in
session. It may not shirk the duty cast upon it. The Congress
can review the doings of the All-India Congress Committee if it
wishes. You may not put the nation to the expense of calling a
session, when you have the authority and duty of acting.

I do not propose to detain you over an examination of the
amendments. It is right for the members to suggest amendments.
But when the member in charge of the resolution cannot see his
way to accept your amendments, it is better to withdraw them
or reject the resolution, if his reasons for not accepting the
amendments do not appeal to you. The ablest painter has not
yet produced a painting that has not evoked some criticism. If
he were to incorporate all the criticisms into his picture it would
become a daub. The resolution drawn up after much trouble is
like a picture to be dropped or taken. It may not be tamper-
ed with except when the author is convinced of his error.

The Bombay Chronicle, 23-5-1934

7. INTERVIEW TO “THE HINDU”

May 20, 1934

Gandhiji left Patna early morning by the Sealdah Express and was
seen off by a large number of people. Tired as he was, he hardly failed,
except for a brief while when he was asleep, to stretch his hand across
the window at every passing station and ask for ‘“‘coppers” for his Harijan
work and got silvers in plenty. This was for darshan alone, but if one wanted
a brief interview ten rupees cash down was the price. He said:

In trains, I do nothing else except collect funds for Hari-
jans.

At Mokameh station, a Bengali rushed in and told Gandhiji that he
had Rs. 1,001 to be given away to the Harijan Fund. The Mahatma was all
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smiles and stretched out his hand. But the Bengali gentleman said: ‘But
you must come to Calcutta and take it. We shall give you plenty more.”

[corrEsPONDENT:] Now that the All-India Congress Committee has
passed a resolution accepting your statement of 7th April and making you
sole civil resister on behalf of the Congress, can you kindly tell me how
and when you propose to give effect to it if at all?

caNDHIJI: I cannot tell you how, because I myself do not
know. So far as the date is concerned, it was fixed when I
was put out of the Yeravda Prison. Beyond that all is a per-
fect blank to me as to anybody else. ~ But I must repeat what
I stated at the time I was discharged, that I would strain every
nerve to prevent civil resistance from becoming a necessity.

[c.] Your resolution! sanctioning council-entry is different from the
Ranchi resolution in so far as yours makes no reference to the White Paper
and does not define the Congress attitude towards it. Can you tell me the
significance of the resolution as apart from the Ranchi resolution and the
attitude which in your opinion should be taken by Congressmen in regard
to the Ranchi resolution?

[c.] The Ranchi resolution was an independent resolution
enabling the Swarajists to know their own mind and to enable
them to function if it became impossible, from circumstances
beyond the control of their organization, to obtain recognition
from the All-India Congress Committee. But the All-India Con-
gress Committee having been allowed to meet, there was no oc-
casion for that body to adopt the resolutions of the Ranchi Con-
ference. It was enough for the All-India Congress Committee to
appropriate the Council Party and turn it into its own agency
for the purpose of working the political programme of the Con-
gress. And it was unnecessary to define the attitude of the Con-
gress towards the White Paper, as that attitude is well known. The
Congress can accept nothing that is inconsistent with its objec-
tive, namely, the attainment of purna swarajya.

Asked whether he intended the Swarajya Party to be dissolved, Mahatma
replied:

This question I have already answered in reply to your pre-
vious one. The Swarajists have become part of the Congress orga-
nization.

By the time the interview concluded, the train had reached Jahajah
where, it may be remembered, not long ago an anti-Harijan demonstration

1 Vide p. 8.
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pelted stones at Mahatmaji’s car smashing the glass window. The demonstra-
tion today at this place was of the friendliest nature, more than a thousand
people having gathered on the platform and continuously shouted ‘‘Mahatma
Gandhi-ki-Jai” and pelted the author of the Harijan movement with
flowers. Gandhiji, however, told the crowds that what he wanted was not
flowers, but money.

The Hindu, 21-5-1934

8. INTERVIEW TO “THE HINDUSTAN TIMES™
May 21, 1934

Q. What are your impressions about the All-India Congress Com-
mittee meeting?

A. Considering the revolutionary character of the two reso-
lutions, the criticism was restrained, and the voting showed an
extraordinary sense of responsibility and appreciation of facts.
The attendance, too, was quite good.

9. Do you think it will be necessary for you to offer civil disobedience
in pursuance of the permission given to you by the All-India Congress
Committee ?

A. There is the 3rd August next in front of me, but what
will happen that day is more than I can say.? I have no pre-
conceived plans. Sufficient unto the day is the work thereof.

9. How do you look upon the emergence of the Socialist group within
the Congress? Have you any message in this connection?

A. I welcome the emergence. And if it acts, as I am sure it
will act, with due restraint and in keeping with the special condi-
tions of the country, it can only do good. I understand that it
is pledged to non-violent methods to the exclusion of violent
methods.

Q. How do you expect Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Vallabh-
bhai and Abdul Ghaffar Khan to view your advice to the country?

A. I have no doubt that, if they had been out they would
have acted precisely as I have. How, being in jail, that is,

! Gandhiji got down at Byree and walked to Gandhi Seva Ashram at
Champapurhat. It being his day of silence, he wrote down his answers.
2 Vide footnote 2, p. 6.
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being ignorant of the outside world at first hand, they would
view its proceedings is surely an illegitimate question.

The Hindustan Times, 22-5-1934

9. LETTER TO JAMNALAL BAJAY

May 21, 1934
CHI. JAMNALAL,

I have read Elwin’s! letter. I return it separately to save post-
age. After I have seen his institution it seems that we shall have
to help him. From where does he get the money at present?
How does he teach music? Who else is there with him besides
Shamrao ?

Non-vegetarian food seems indispensable for him. He has
not enough faith [in non-violence] to be able to live on fruit
and milk. But he need not be denied help because of his food
habits. If, however, he stops spinning or slackens in it, I don’t
think we should ignore that. He may give up spinning entirely if
he has no faith in it. I do not wish to say that he should be
helped only if he continues to spin. What I want is that he must
be truthful. All that is necessary is that whatever work is done,
should be done sincerely. Elwin, being a good and simple-hearted
man, may deceive himself. It is therefore necessary that friends
should watch him.

Dr. Ansari’s plan for a party? must have been finalized.
You should take enough interest in the matter at least to see
that everything goes well. Rajaji also should take interest in it.
Having brought in Malaviyaji, we should help him and also
see that he does no harm, which he can either by delaying or
by acting hastily.

Did you see the programme up to July ? It will help workers
at most places to see me if they wish to do so.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2933

1 Verrier Elwin
2 The Congress had appointed a Parliamentary Board under the presi-

dentship of Dr. Ansari for contesting elections to the Central Legislative As-
sembly; vide p. 8.



10. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

CuaMPAPURHAT (UTKAL),
May 22, 193¢

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

I got your letter the day before. It is about three o’clock
just now. Everybody in the . . .! Ashram has fallen. We arrived
here yesterday (Monday). Our good friend Masani of the
Socialist Party is with us. He is returning to Bombay today.
Agatha? also is with us. She will leave in about four days. Ceresole?
will join today. He will remain with me for three or four days.
Muriel4, too, is coming. She will stay for two days. I don’t give
the names of the other local workers who are accompanying
me. This tour on foot will end in Balasore on the 12th. It has been
decided that after that we should stop walking and I should
spend a few days in each province, doing the work from a fixed
place. The programme is as follows: I should reach Bombay on
the 14th and from there go to Poona on the 17th. Thereafter I
go to Ahmedabad on the 26th and from there proceed to Sind.
I will spend three days in Sind and three in Lahore and then go
to the U. P. I am enclosing a copy of the programme. It is, how-
ever, subject to changes. I had called workers from all provinces
to meet me in Patna. They were of the view that I must visit
every province. It was finally decided that I should visit every
province and stay in one place for a few days. It will be the
time of the monsoon then and walking will probably be difficult.
You have already read about the decision taken at Patna. Please
rest assured that what has happened is the best. That is what the
people desired, and they were only waiting for me to agree. But
acute differences arose as soon as the first step was taken. There
is no limit to the goodness and patience of Ansari and Mala-
viyaji and to Dr. Roy’s overbearing temper. Let us see what
happens now. I will send with this a fine word picture drawn

I Omission as in the source

2 Agatha Harrison

3 Pierre Ceresole, Swiss Engineer, who had come to India in connec-
tion with the Bihar earthquake relief work

4 Muriel Lester
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by Sushilal. Probably Om? also will write. I will ask Agatha to
write, too.

Ba has been released. She will first go to Wardha and Delhi
and then join us somewhere.

I wished to spend Rs. 5,000 from the Flood Relief Fund for
Harijan victims of similar calamities but I was told that you
had given instructions not to spend any amount from that
Fund. I, therefore, got only Rs. 1,000. I thought it necessary to
ask you before drawing more. Please write and tell me what in-
struction you remember to have given or what your wishes are.

Surendra3 is fasting in Wardha. Heis doing so only for the
sake of his health. The jail food has broken the health of even
stalwarts. Narandas suffered from bleeding nostrils and came
out of jail an old man. Swami’s iron constitution also has bro-
ken down. The same thing happened to Surendra. A diet of pure
starch and fat was not adequate. I see that milk and curds are
essential. Manilal’s Sushila has given birth to a son. Manilal
hasn’t informed me at all about this. I have lost all interest
in this growth of the family-tree. My only feeling is one of pro-
found sadness. However, who can thwart Nature? Or we can
adopt the European way (birth-control) and sing: “Come, let us
enjoy ourselves, Beautiful-eyed One, but prevent the natural
consequence of our indulgence.” I can’t help feeling that we
shall not gain spiritual knowledge if we follow that path. So long
as Death remains unconquerable, nothing that Man does will
avail him. Hence the first verse of the Ishopanishad. Do you re-
member it? I used to recite that Upanishad every day in jail,
trying to memorize the verses. If you don’t remember them
and if you wish, I will send you a copy of the Upanishad. It
contains only 18 verses. The author has compressed all know-
ledge within that short compass. There is no difference between
its teaching and the Gita’s. What is present in it in the form of
a seed has become a beautiful tree in the Gita. I will stop here
now.

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 102-3
1 Sushila Pai, then head mistress of the Vanita Vishram, Rajkot, who
later became Secretary of the Kasturba Memorial Trust

2 Umadevi Bajaj
3 An inmate of the Ashram

58-2



11. LETTER TO AMRIT LAL CHATTERJEE!
May 22, 1934

DEAR FRIEND,
I thank you for your letter.
Yours sincerely,

M. K. Ganpu1
From a photostat: C.W. 1447. Courtesy: A. K. Sen

12. LETTER TO LALJI K. PARMAR
May 22, 1934

CHI. LALJI,

I got your letter. I was pleased. My effort will have suc-
ceeded if you now remain vigilant and go on improving daily.
Write to me from time to time. Do you get any pay? How do
you live?

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3296

13. LETTER TO MARGARETE SPIEGEL
May 22, 1934

CHI. AMALA,

My condolences on the loss of your companion, the squirrel.
You are right in thinking that those round you do not act up to
the principle they profess. They do not realize that mere re-
fraining from killing is not enough. It is necessary to show active
sympathy for sufferers.

1 According to the addressee this was an acknowledgment of a report
on civil resisters and Harijan sevaks; vide Vol. LVII, p. 426.
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You should not be anxious about me. The march will do
me good. I am certainly keeping well.
Love.

Baru

[PS.]
Enclosed! for Lalji living there.

Spiegel Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

4. LETTER TO HIRALAL SHARMA
May [19 and]? 23, 1934

BHAI SHARMA,

Amtussalaam has much praise for you and only one com-
plaint, i.e., you have lost much weight and that you have cut
down on your food. I would like to say only this much that ex-
posing the body to unnecessary hardship is as much a crime as
the pampering of it. Hence all that is required to conserve the
body should be done.

All this was written four days ago3. I have your letter now.
You can come to me whenever you wish but without deserting
the patients there. My itinerary must be with you. My work will
keep me here till June 12, after that possibly in Bombay.

It will take some time for your wish to fructify. I want you
to gain in steadfastness. But all this can only be talked over. For
the time being it is to the good that you are winning the hearts

of the people there.
Blessings from
Baru

From a facsimile of the Hindi: Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Fivanke Solah Varsha,
1932-48, between pp. 68 and 69

1 Vide the preceding item.
2 Inferred from the contents
3 That is, on May 19, 1934



15. LETTER TO K. M. MUNSHI !

LARHANPUR,
May 23, 1934

I have gone through your Temple-entry Bill and I like its
general approach. If you polish it now and make it as short as
possible and send it to me, I will publish it in Harijan.

SyT. KaNArYALAL MUNSHI
GiLBerT BuiLping
BaBuLNaTH RoaD, BoMBAY

From Gujarati: C.W. 7538. Courtesy: K. M. Munshi

16. LETTER TO PRABHASHANKAR PATTANI
[May 23, 1934)

SUJNA BHAISHRI,

I have your letter. I won’t be able to come to Bhavnagar.
The plan of touring on foot has changed the whole programme.
In every province that I visit, I will camp in one town and do
what I can from there. Touring on foot cannot be continued in
the rainy season, and all the provinces want a share in the pro-
gramme. I, therefore, have decided on a compromise as above.
I hope you are well. I take it that you will send your contribu-
tion to the purse to Ahmedabad. It will do even if you send it
here.

MoHANDAS

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5932. Also C.W. 3248. Courtesy:
Mahesh P. Pattani

1 The message was conveyed in a letter of even date from Sushila Pai
to the addressee.
2From the postmark
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17. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT
May 23, 1934

CHI. VASUMATI,
Why do you feel unhappy when you don’t receive a letter
from me? I have always assumed that I can postpone writing to
you to the last. I want you to remain where you are and im-
prove your health. If you have come to have faith in Dr. Sharma,
continue his treatment. You should now learn not to be upset
by the other troubles.
Tell Surendra that, if Dr. Sharma’s treatment continues, he
need not come to me just now.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9386. Also C.W. 631. Courtesy:
Vasumati Pandit

18. LETTER TO P. NIRUPAMA
May 23, 1934

CHI. NIRUPAMA,

I have your letter. The language is good. Ornaments are
unnecessary; they tend to create in the girls fascination for exter-
nal beauty. There should be much less fondness for ornaments
in a poor country. All these reasons go against ornaments.

Blessings from
Baru

Kumarr P. Nirurama
Clo SHrr P. MaNjuNATH NAvAK
Supama KuTeer, Ubipt

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 9223
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19. TELEGRAM TO INSPECTOR GENERAL OF PRISONS

SALIPUR,
May 24, 1934

INnsPEcTOR GENERAL OF PRISONS
Poona
JUST HEAR KAKASAHEB KALELKAR HYDERABAD JAIL LOST WEIGHT
SUFFERING. ALSO THAT HE IS NOT ALLOWED SLEEP OPEN AIR.
PLEASE WIRE TRUE CONDITION.

GANDHI

Bombay Secret Abstracts, Home Department, Special Branch, 800 (40)
(4), Pt. II, p. 177

20. LETTER T0 D. K. KARVE

As AT CUTTACK,
May 24, 1934

DEAR PROF. KARVE,

I have just received your letter of 15th May last. It will give
me great joy if the dispute between you and the executors of
the will of the late Sir Vitthaldas is amicably settled. And whe-
ther it is amicably settled or not, I would like the appeal that
has been made for donations to your University to receive a
generous response. It is a tragedy that a man of your amaz-
ing industry and great devotion to the ideal that he has set
before himself should feel the want of funds for the cause to
which he has dedicated his life. If this letter enables you or the
organizers of the appeal to get help from quarters which were
hitherto closed against you I should feel delighted.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpuI

Pror. D. K. KARVE

SHREEMATI NATHIBAI DAMODHER THACKERSEY
InpDiaN WoMEN’s UNIVERSITY

YeranDAwANA, KArRVE Roap, Poona 4

From a facsimile: Mahatma, Vol. III, facing p. 344
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21. LETTER TO G. V. SUBBA RAO

As AT CUTTACK,
May 24, 1934

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. I confess that I have not been able to go
through the Goshti from page to page, but I have glanced through
it. But I am sorry that your argument does not make any appeal
to me. I have no repentance over the choice of co-workers.
Moreover my decision was not prompted by any sense of repen-
tance or blunder. The decision in Poona was not an error. It
could not be otherwise than it was. The experiment of indi-
vidual civil disobedience had to be made. Confining it to me
alone at that time would have been highly improper as not to do
so now would have been cowardly on my part. Those who have
understood the decision do not feel at all that they allow me to
immolate myself whilst they look on unconcerned. Their immo-
lation would perhaps be far more difficult than mine. Neverthe-
less you must continue your criticism fearlessly. Who knows some
day your criticisms may open my eyes to my many errors of
judgment as you conceive them? And then what does it matter
if I remain unrepentant so long as your criticism does not appeal
to me?

Yes, I glanced through the letter of Gopalakrishnayya.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GaNDHI

Syr. G. V. SusBa Rao
SECRETARY, ANDHRA CONGRESS SWARAJYA PARTY
BezwapA

From a photostat: G.N. 3627
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22. LETTER TO CHARU PROBHA SEN GUPTA

As AT CUTTACK,
May 24, 1934

MY DEAR CHARU PROBHA,

I am sorry I am not going to Bengal. What can I do? How
nice it would have been if you had not gone away from Puri.
I would have made you walk at least to the first village, and I
know you would have enjoyed it apart from its religious merit.

Love.

Yours sincerely,
Baru

From a photostat: C.W. 1491. Courtesy: A. K. Sen. Also G.N. 8705

23. LETTER TO K. M. MUNSHI!
May 24, 1934

I have received a wire from Sheth Mathuradas. 1 will arrive
in Bombay about June 14. You may now do what is necessary.

From Gujarati: C.W. 7539. Courtesy: K. M. Munshi

24. LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA
May 24, 1934

BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS,

Here is another letter from . . . 2. Nothing will be gained by
letting those two remain in the same condition. . . . should be
taken on travels. I find it necessary to create new interests for her.

. .’s* problem presents more difficulty. What should be done
about him? All that I can see is that he will be unable to do
anything to help himself. He requires a companion who can in-
fluence him to some extent and whose advice he can take.

1 The message was conveyed in a letter of even date from Sushila Pai
to the addressee.
2 & 3 The names have been omitted.
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NOTE 25

The idea of taking a trip to Calcutta has come to nothing.
Now you can come down only if you have to see me. We shall
see after consulting Thakkar Bapa.

Blessings from
Baru

From Hindi: C.W. 7960. Courtesy: G. D. Birla

25. NOTE

Avoilp EXAGGERATION

Pandit Lalnath draws my attention to the fact that some
newspapers which favour removal of untouchability have exag-
gerated the Deoghar incident and ascribed to those who delivered
lathi blows on the hood of my car, designs upon my life. There is
no warrant for ascribing any murderous motive to the authors
of the demonstration. From the same source comes an unsigned
printed leaflet which threatens death to those who might arrange
demonstrations against the reformers. I refuse to believe that
this anonymous leaflet is the work of any responsible body or
person at all. So far as I know, no injury was done and no coun-
ter-demonstration was made against sanatanists in Calcutta on the
day which they had fixed for anti-Temple-entry Bill demonstra-
tion. Nevertheless, I cannot be too insistent on reformers being
and remaining non-violent in thought, word and deed. Let them
ignore these sanatanist demonstrations. So far as I have seen, and
I could not help seeing, these sanatanist demonstrations have little,
if any, backing from the public. In any case, we have to win
them over by showing regard for their sentiments. We must not
repel or acerbate them by making irritating or offensive remarks
about their activity.

Harijan, 25-5-1934



26. WILL THEY DO IT?

Since I have taken up the walking pilgrimage, hundreds of
villagers have been following the pilgrims. Some even talk about
their woes. Thus, whilst I was reaching Sakhigopal, a representa-
tive weaver himself told me that the weavers were in great dis-
tress as there was no demand for their cloth.! I told him I had
prophesied fifteen years ago that it would not be possible for them
to co-exist with mills, so long as they used mill yarn, and that
the natural supplier and sustainer of the handloom was the
spinning-wheel.  In his reply I heard, to the best of my recollec-
tion, for the first time, ‘Give us hand-spun and we shall weave it.’

‘T willy if you will do as I tell you’, said I.

‘We will’, the old man replied. The weaver was an old
man with a bent back.

I was overjoyed at his replies and said, ‘That is very good.
Then I would teach you, your wife and your children how to
gin, card and spin. You will then have enough yarn for your
loom. You will spin good, strong, even yarn, you will avoid waste.
I shall expect you from your first out-turn to take your khaddar
for your own use and then I shall buy all the surplus khaddar you
weave. I shall try to become a member of your family and give
you the benefit of my experience. Thus, I shall ask you to give
up drink and intoxicating drugs if you are addicted to them. I
shall go through your family budget and wean you from incur-
ring debts.’

The old man’s face lightened up and he said, ‘We shall surely
follow your advice. At present, starvation stares us in the face.” I
asked him to bring some of his friends to see me at 3 o’clock at
the Gopabandhu Ashram in Sakhigopal.

He came with his friends, I repeated much of the morning
conversation and said, ‘I know you can’t spin at once enough
yarn to start your looms. I shall, therefore, supply you with enough
yarn to start with for the most promising families. By the time
you have woven it, you will have spun enough to feed your
looms. The first khaddar you weave from this supplied yarn will
be taken over from you. For the second lot, if you have not
yet enough yarn of your own, I will again supply you with

1 The meeting took place on May 10, 1934.
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some. After that you should become self-supporting and you
should make all your own family requirements of cloth and then
only sell the surplus.

I regard this as an experiment of the highest importance
and potency. There are probably ten million weavers in India.
No one has the correct number, to the thousand even. But ten
million is a safe guess. If these added all the previous processes to
the art of weaving, they would not only ensure their own exist-
ence, but cheapen khaddar to the lowest possible limit and turn
out much more durable and beautiful khaddar than has yet
been produced.

The readers of Harijan know that there are in the Central
Provinces several Harijan weaver families which do their own card-
ing and spinning. I would add to this ginning. The future of
khaddar can be assured if the weavers realize the necessity, for
their own sakes, of themselves doing all the processes antecedent
to weaving.

Harijan, 25-5-1934

27. DISCUSSION WITH M. R. MASANI AND N. R. MALKANI!
May 25, 1934

M. Is your main difference as to method or do you suspect that social-

ism is based on violence?

G. It is not a matter of suspicion but of fact. Violence need
not be physical. Your socialistic system is based on coercion.

M. But coercion is used not as an end. It is for the good of the
many.

c¢. Violence is impatience and non-violence is patience.
Great reforms cannot be introduced without great patience. In
violence lies the germ of future failure. For instance, take 100
persons—5 armed and powerful, who could chop off the heads of

1In his introductory note to this, N. R. Malkani, who was Gandhiji’s
acting secretary, stated that these notes had the ‘‘advantage of having been
passed by Gandhiji”’. Malkani wrote: “It was Friday, the 25th of May,
1934, and we had to walk five miles in the morning from Sisua to Patpur.
. . . Gandhiji walked barefooted with a cloth on his head, the right hand
on Masani’s shoulder, the left on mine; his words instructing us, his hands
now soothing and now restraining us; and ‘M’ in this talk stands to the
credit of both Masani and Malkani indifferently. . . .”
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the helpless 95 if they would oppose them. That would be com-
plete failure for the five. But suppose that someone of the 95 kills
these five and acquires power, without the desire of the re-
maining 94, you cannot say that the new rule will be good for
all. It may only mean one bad rule followed by another bad
rule.

M. But one could not snatch power without the desire and active co-
operation of the 94.

G. We have assumed absence of desire.

M. But with us the desire exists. The socialistic programme can be
understood and accepted by all.

¢. Talk to the peasant in Orissa about monopoly of trade
and socialization of industry and he will not know what you are
talking about.

M. But the Gujarati or Deccani peasant can understand the rational-
ization of land.

c. Well, I have known Gujarati peasants defending and
approving the institution of the Bania in villages. They say the
Bania is their benefactor in distress and so forth. These people
have to be awakened. It is no use having an over-ambitious
programme. I am a practical man. I would cut down your
programme to what I actually do.

M. The present tendency is towards decentralization in agriculture.
Intensive agriculture can only be on a small scale. But the tendency in indus-
try is towards large-scale production and later large-scale control. In such
cases there is bound to be a conflict between labour and capital. There are
some industries which always will tend to be on a large scale.

G. Industries like transport, insurance, exchange must be
State-owned. But I would not insist that all large industries
should be taken over by the State. Suppose there is an intel-
ligent and expert individual who volunteers to run and direct
an industry, without much remuneration and only for the
good of society, I would keep the system elastic enough to allow
such an individual to organize that industry.

M. I too have no objection to such elasticity provided all private
profit is eliminated. If any individual promises to work for society, he
should be permitted to do so. But I would like to make sure that the in-
dustries are run on national lines. I would, therefore, like the industries
to be represented on a functional basis in the State, each trade to have its
own representation.
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G. That would be superfluous in a State which was based
on adult franchise. India is mostly agricultural and adult fran-
chise would, therefore, give preponderance to agriculture.

M. In Russia they have a slightly different system. The urban worker’s
vote is weighed—four agriculture votes are equal to one urban vote. For
the rest the system of election is indirect, like our Congress election.

¢. Well, T would not give that preference to the urban vote.
In the Round Table Conference I urged the adoption of adult
franchise and voting by the village community. The proposal
was rejected because the Round Table Conference was not re-
presentative.

M. But any conference which has representatives of landlords and capi-
talists will reject adult franchise. They will say one thing but will do the
other.

G. Then they have to be persuaded and converted to your
views; I do not believe in the so-called class-conflict.

M. But we can convert individuals, never a system. For instance take
the Champaran planters. To the last they were not converted. But for the
pressure brought on them by the Governor nothing would have been done.

G. I am not sure. Some planters were converted. What
part the Government and planters played in the matter I do
not know. But I do know that the Government could have done
nothing, if the planters had not stood by them.

M. But if the Governor had been hostile the planters would have re-
sisted to the last.

G. That is shifting the ground. I simply say that some plant-
ers were converted. In India Europeans are of four classes—busi-
nessmen, soldiers, civilians and ecclesiastics. Surely you do not
suggest that individuals from these cannot be converted. You
must eliminate violence. And when you do, you will find that
there is not much difference between you and me. Both of us
desire the welfare of the starving millions.

The Hindustan Times, 4-8-1935



28. SPEECH AT PATPUR

May 25, 1934

Mr. Gandhi reached Patpur this morning at 7. The party halted at
Sisua last night.

In a speech at Patpur Mr. Gandhi characterized the locality as a khadi-
growing place and exhorted his audience to use khadi instead of mill-made
cloth. The Charkha Sangh presented him with some khadi. A purse of
Rs. 101 was presented to him on behalf of the people.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 25-5-1934

29. LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA

KaxkTIAl,
May 26, 1934

DEAR SATISBABU,

I have your letter. I am glad of the Bengal decision. How I
should love to pass three months roaming about Bengal after
the rains are over. But though I am not coming to Bengal, not
even to Calcutta, I would like those who have understood the
meaning of this walkmg pllgrlmage to send their subscriptions to
me whilst the pilgrimage is going on in Orissa. You should, there-
fore, get what copper and silver pieces you can and send them
to me. Bhagirathji, who was here, agreed with me that even
though I may not come to Calcutta, such subscriptions as could be
collected should be sent to me. You have got the tour pro-
gramme. The purses may be sent to me at any stage, but if no-
where else, let them be sent at least at Balasore which I reach
on the 12th proximo and which is the last station. You may
therefore choose Balasore for sending purses if you can’t anticipate
it.

Love.

Baru

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 26-5-1934

I' A village in Cuttack District
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30. LETTER TO KSHIRODE CHANDRA MAITY

May 27, [1934]!

If T feel confident that I could do useful work in the direction
indicated by you, I should set aside all other activities and
tour in Bengal for several months. But I have no present hope.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. Ganpur

Surr KsHIRODE CHANDRA MAITY
ByBATTARHAT, MIDNAPUR

From a photostat: G.N. 5058

31. LETTER TO MATHURADAS SHETH?

May 27, 1934

Most probably I will arrive there on the 14th and leave for
Poona on the 19th. I will decide finally in a few days. You may
arrange whatever is possible within that time. Please do not
take me to too many places. We should be content with what
is possible in one meeting. Personally I should like to keep at
one place and explain my views to workers and listen to what
they have to say. Untouchability cannot be eradicated merely
with the help of money. It will disappear only if the hearts of
large numbers can be melted. I would ask you to think about
this problem.

From Gujarati: C.W. 7540. Courtesy: K. M. Munshi

1 As given in the G.N. register; it is obliterated in the source.
2 The message was conveyed in a letter of even date from Chandra-
shankar Shukla, Gandhiji’s secretary, to K. M. Munshi.
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32. LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR
May 27, 1934

BHAI THAKKAR BAPA,

I have written to Gopalan of Cannanore. Chandrashankar
or Valji would not have destroyed the letter. Is it certain that
you must go over to Kashi? If you have to go there, let the
meeting of the Board be held there. Now we have many places
for that purpose. I hope your boils have disappeared now.
Things here are well enough, though not as good as one would
wish. That tireless worker, Ramabehn, too has fallen ill. Nei-
ther Harakhchand! nor Ishvarlal? is here. The brooms are new.?
But who can harm him whom Rama guards? I have written to
Raja about Hildapud.

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1139

33. LETTER TO JAMNALAL BAJAJ
May 27, 1934

CHI. JAMNALAL,

I assume that you will be able to manage Dr. Suresh Ban-
nerji.

I have already replied to your letter and your wire. You
have my tour programme. I should very much like to break the
journey at Wardha, but I don’t think I can do so. The whole
programme is fixed and it seems desirable to stick to it.

I hope you are keeping well. ~ You must have received my
letter* regarding Elwin.

Malaviyaji has written to me and suggested a meeting of the
Congress Working Committee at Poona. Both places will suit me
equally well if the meeting takes place on a date or dates when

1 Harakchand Motichand, a wealthy philanthropist from Kathiawar
2 An inmate of the Ashram
3 Gandhiji has used the Gujarati phrase to mean that he was having

new people with him.
4 Vide p. 15.
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SPEECH AT KENDRAPARA 33

I shall be there. If the strike is going on in Bombay at the
time, I won’t like to stay there at all. But that is beside the
point. I shall have to be in Bombay from the 14th to 18th.

Om is going on well enough. She learns a great deal from
experience, but she is a bit lazy with her studies.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2934

34. SPEECH AT KENDRAPARA

[May 27, 1934]

After the rich experiences I am having in Orissa this pro-
gramme does not please me at all, but no province save Bengal
was willing to forgo my visit altogether. Almost all the provin-
cial workers agreed that the walking tour was better. I urged that
a walking tour for three or four days would be a mockery and the
spiritual effect would be missed if it was closely intermixed with
railway and motor travelling. A compromise was therefore effected
and the revised programme was the result. Its peculiarity lies
in my being in one and the same place in each province during
the whole of my stay there. I see that Thakkar Bapa has made
an exception in favour of the United Provinces which is not
one but many provinces. This obviates the mad rush.

The revised programme becomes a predominantly collecting
tour and not one for the delivery of my message. I would, how-
ever, like the workers to meet me at these places and gather
the results of the past six months’ tour and discuss the future plan
of work. If I am to do this solid work I must not be taken
from place to place to receive purses or address meetings.
During my stay in each province there should be no appoint-
ments for me to go anywhere. Beyond one public meeting and
one women’s meeting where desired there should be no other
functions. I should like to come in touch with as many Harijans
and sanatanists as possible.

The Hindu, 29-5-1934

1 From ‘“Weekly Letter” in Harijan, 8-6-1934
58-3



35. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT
May 28, 1934

CHI. VASUMATI,

I hope you are satisfied now with the frequency of my
letters. In this tour on foot I could have included all the
women workers, but it is extremely doubtful whether any of
them would have been able to endure the hardships. Mira will
probably arrive there at about the same time that you get this
letter. The details of the tour, therefore, will be given by her.
If you can stop thinking about your troubles, I shall believe that
you have got the reward of pilgrimages to all the shrines.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9387. Also C.W. 632. Courtesy:
Vasumati Pandit

36. LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA
May 28, 1934

BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS,

I have gone through your plan. The donkey is missing on
page six. The omission is only through oversight, is it not?

The scheme appears somewhat expensive. But what discour-
ages me is the absence of annual results. Isn’t it a feature of
the Russian plan that it shows yearwise results and ultimately
proves its self-sufficiency at least on paper? I do not notice any
such attempt in this scheme.

You must have got my letter about . . . 1. .. .s letter re-
ceived yesterday says that . . . is coming to see me. It will be
good indeed if he does come. There is no doubt that . . . is

highly perturbed. You are well, I trust.

1 The names have been omitted.
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LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM 35

The touring I like very well. The only regret is that physical
exhaustion prevents me from moving around the countryside.
Blessings from
Baru
[PS.]
The Calcutta mail-bag should reach me at one of the halts
here. On tour, I lose contact with the other provinces.

From Hindi: C.W. 7961. Courtesy: G. D. Birla

37. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

May 28, 1934
DEAR DAUGHTER AMTUSSALAAM,

You are right in saying that only the rich and educated people
can live with me. I have to turn the rich into poor and place a
broom in the hands of the educated. Why should I have you
with me? To make you poorer still or to place a broom in your
hands? What was there to do in Patna? Did you have to deli-
ver lectures there?! If you wish to serve you must calm yourself.
I got your telegram. Why was the operation postponed? I
shall learn that from your letter. Yes, the best course for you
would be to listen to your mother and get married. Where is the
single-mindedness in you that is required for remaining a virgin?
You are prone to all kinds of thoughts. You cannot concentrate
on any one thing. Therefore attain tranquillity if you wish to
remain unmarried. When will you learn Hindi? By now you ought
to know Gujarati too. Tell me now your plan. I shall arrive in
Bombay on the 14th and remain there till the 18th; afterwards,
Poona. I shall be in Poona for six days and then on to Ahmeda-
bad. Make yourself well and give up all childishness.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Urdu: G.N. 306

1 The addressee, wishing to be in Gandhiji’s company, had said in her
letter that he had no place for an uneducated person like herself.



38. OBSERVATIONS ON M. R. MASANI’S
SOCIALISTIC PROGRAMME

[May 29, 1934]!

I welcome the rise of the Socialist Party in the Congress. But
I can’t say that I like the programme as it appears in the printed
pamphlet. It seems to me to ignore Indian conditions, and I do
not like the assumption underlying many of its propositions
which go to show that there is necessarily antagonism between
the classes and the masses or between the labourers and the capi-
talists such that they can never work for mutual good. My own
experience covering a fairly long period is to the contrary. What
is necessary is that labourers or workers should know their rights
and should also know how to assert them.2

‘Abolition of the rule of Indian princes’ is an arrogation of
power which does not belong to the party or which belongs as
much as the power to abolish Portuguese and French authority
in what is called Portuguese and French India would. It may be
unfortunate, but the dismemberment of India is a fact which
may not be ignored. It is surely enough to concentrate upon what
is called British India. It is large enough territory for any party
to operate in, and its successful operations in British India cannot
but have their effect upon the other parts of India. On principle
too I am not for the abolition of the rule of the princes; but I
believe in its reformation and modification in consonance with the
true spirit of democracy.

“The repudiation of the so-called Public Debt of India in-
curred by the foreign Government’ is too vague and too sweep-
ing a statement in the programme of a progressive and enlightened
party. The Congress has suggested the only real and states-
manlike proposition, namely, reference to an impartial tribunal
of the whole of the so-called Public Debt before any part can
be taken over by the future free Government of India.

“The progressive nationalization of all the instruments of
production, distribution and exchange’ is too sweeping to be ad-

1 Vide the following item.
2 This paragraph was repeated in Gandhiji’s letter dated June 14, 1934,
to the addressee.
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OBSERVATIONS ON M. R. MASANI’S SOCIALISTIC PROGRAMME 37

missible. Rabindranath Tagore is an instrument of marvellous
production. I do not know that he will submit to be nationalized.

Regarding ‘State monopoly of foreign trade’, should not the
State be satisfied with all the power it will possess? Must it also
exercise all the powers in one swoop, whether such an exercise is
necessary or not?

‘Cancellation of debts owing by peasants and workers’ is a
proposition which the debtors themselves would never subscribe
to, for that will be suicidal. What is necessary is an examination
of the debts some of which, I know, will not bear scrutiny.

I should educate the masses to cultivate habits of thrift. I
should not be guilty of maiming them by letting them think that
they have no obligation in the way of taking preventive meas-
ures in the matter of old age, sickness, accident and the like.

I do not understand the meaning of the phrase ‘the right to
strike’. It belongs to everybody who wants to take the risks attend-
ant upon strikes.

Does ‘the right of the child to care and maintenance by the
State’ absolve the parent from the duty of caring for the mainte-
nance of his children ?

“The elimination of landlordism’ clearly means usurpation
of the Zamindari and Talukdari tracts in clause 13. I am not for
elimination but for just regulation of the relation between land-
lords and tenants.

How do you seek to oppose the ‘introduction of religious
issues into politics’ if you regulate and control all religious en-
dowments? What we really want to do is to observe strictest re-
ligious neutrality. But when professors of one of the religions in
the State desire some kind of internal reform without which
progress will be impossible for them State aid will become in-
evitable.

These are some of the observations as they occur to me on
a cursory glance of your printed programme.

M. K. G.
From a photostat: C.W. 4883. Courtesy: M. R. Masani. Also G.N. 4125



39. LETTER TO M. R. MASANI

(CampP) KENDRAPARA,
May 29, 1934

MY DEAR MASANI,

Here is my answer! to the questions you left with me. You
will see my answer covers all the questions. With reference to the
resolutions adopted at the First All-India Congress Socialist
Conference? I should have very little to say against them if your
programme was sound which for the reasons I have given does
not appear to me to be. The resolution is perhaps bombastic; it
is certainly prolix. Do not hesitate to write to me again when
necessary.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GaNDHI

Surr M. R. MAsaNI

Clo “TuE Sun”’

139 MEDOWS STREET

Post Box No. 62, ForT, BomBAY

From a photostat: C.W. 4883. Courtesy: M. R. Masani. Also G.N. 4125

40. SPEECH AT KENDRAPARA
May 29, 1934

I am out to demolish all manner of inferiority complex from
the mind of my Harijan brothers. It is this which is taken ad-
vantage of by the opponents to the Harijan uplift movement and
also induces the Harijans themselves to take the humiliating and
absolutely irrational status assigned to them in society lying down.

Proceeding, Gandhiji enjoined on his audience the need for conduct-
ing themselves in their everyday life in such a manner as to deserve treat-
ment as equals with their so-called high-caste fellows. And for this it was
essential, said Gandhiji, that the Harijans should scrupulously avoid carrion-
eating, uncleanly habits and drunkenness.

1 Vide the preceding item.
2 Held at Patna on May 11, under the presidentship of Acharya
Narendra Dev
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A touching scene was witnessed in Mahatmaji’s camp today, when an
inmate was found weeping over the news of the death of a near relation
of hers.  Gandhiji consoled her saying that the best way to conquer death
was to take no notice of it. In this connection he cited the example of
Sjt. Satis Chandra Das Gupta of the Khadi Pratishthan, Calcutta, who did not
give up spinning on his charkha for a moment even when he heard the news
of the death of his son. That was an example of real heroism which he
would like every servant of the nation to emulate.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 29-5-1934

41. INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS OF INDIA
May 29, 1934

In an exclusive interview with the ‘Associated Press’, in the course of
which he was asked whether he had definitely abandoned the Bengal tour,
Mr. Gandhi said:

It is not I who have abandoned the Bengal tour. I put my-
self at the disposal of the Bengal Board, placing before them
my difficulties. They first dispensed me from the tour in the dis-
tricts. I offered to go to Calcutta for a few days if it was thought
at all necessary for me to do so, though I had no mind to go
to Calcutta only. The Bengal Board also thought likewise and
came to the conclusion that if I went to Bengal I should go there
for three months. And since that was impossible Calcutta was
abandoned. I should certainly love to go to Bengal for three
months or more. But I do not know whether this opportunity
will come to me during my lifetime.

To another question whether he contemplated any discussion of the
Poona Pact with Bengal Hindu leaders and whether the Pact was still open
to discussion and, incidentally, to revision, Mr. Gandhi replied:

I have always been ready and willing to discuss the Poona
Pact with the Hindu leaders of Bengal. Anything is possible by
agreement of all parties. So far as I am concerned nothing is pos-
sible that would not be consistent with justice to Harijans.

Asked whether he would support untouchables if they started satya-
graha for the vindication of their right of entry into public temples and

whether untouchables had an inalienable right to worship in public temples,
Mr. Gandhi said:

I do believe that Harijans have as much right of worship in
public temples as any other Hindus. But I could never be a
party to the use of force in order to vindicate that right. Satya-
graha has come to signify many things. I should therefore want
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to know the nature of the satyagraha to be offered. And in any
case satyagraha by Harijans would not be advisable while
reformers were trying their utmost to persuade the orthodox
to waive their objections.

Asked whether he would give any lead regarding the entry of untoucha-
bles into the Puri Jagannath Temple, Mr. Gandhi replied:

I have known of the importance of the temple at Puri being
open to Harijans as it certainly was years ago and, as I know from
first-hand evidence, always has been so long as Harijans have
gone without asserting their rights. But I have no lead to give
about opening the temple beyond this—that public opinion should
be cultivated in that behalf.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 30-5-1934

42. LETTER TO CHARU PROBHA SEN GUPTA

May 30, 1934
MY DEAR CHARU PROBHA,
I have your letter. Do by all means join me at any stage

you like. You know my programme, don’t you? On 6th I reach
Bhadrak.

Love.
Baru
[PROGRAMME]!
MORNING EveENING
4th June 8 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 5.30 p.m. to 5.30 a.m.
Baradeshwar Baradeshwar
5 Baradeshwar Nalang
6 Gavadpur Bhadrak
7 Asura Sinulia
8 Jamjhari Sirapur
9 Soro Barikpurhat
10 Khantapara
11, ’ Khannagar
12 Balasore
12 Leave Balasore at 11.0 a.m.

Suri Cuaru ProBua SEN
RajBarr (BENGAL)

From a photostat: C.W. 1492. Courtesy: A. K. Sen. Also G.N. 8706

1 Written in a handwriting other than Gandhiji’s, this is found on the
reverse of the postcard containing the letter.



43. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

Bermvur (UTKAL),
May 30, 1934

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

It is already Wednesday but there is no letter from you
yet.

The newly built ship has already sprung a leak. It may keep
afloat, but one can’t say whether it will reach the port. The
Four! will meet again in Bombay on the 15th.

Mahendrababu, Rajendrababu’s elder brother, is seriously
ill. It is doubtful if he will survive. If he passes away, Rajendra-
babu will suddenly find himself burdened with a heavy responsi-
bility. Write to him.

Ceresole, Agatha and Muriel are leaving on the 15th. All three
had sufficient experience. Ceresole will come back in October.
He will bring with him some other friends too. The Bihar
work is progressing quite well, thanks to Jamnalalji’s strict super-
vision. He has taken Muriel to see .. .2 They will go to Wardha
via Anantpur.

Bapa’s place is taken at present by Malkani. Devdas had
come to Patna. He has put on some flesh now. Marriage and
Delhi have done him good. Ramdas is the same that he was,
though he seems to have improved a little now.

It seems Mani is being tested fairly severely (in jail). Kaka also
is being tested. He was ill. There has been a wire from him
saying that he is a little better now.

Since Sushila, Prabhavati and Om write to you, you must
be getting plenty of tit-bits from them. It can be said that the
heat here is worse than what it is even in Ahmedabad.

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 104

1 Madan Mohan Malaviya, Dr. M. A. Ansari, Dr. B. C. Roy and Bhula-
bhai Desai of the Congress Parliamentary Board
2 The name is omitted in the source.
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44. INTERVIEW TO UTKAL WORKERS
May 30, 1934

Asked if he was satisfied with the formation of the Swaraj Parlia-
mentary Board in which Utkal was not represented, Mahatma Gandhi said:

I am not particular about it, nor am I at all concerned
with the selection of the personnel of the Board. I am mis-repre-
sented by the Press as such. Only Malaviyaji and Dr. Ansari
have taken all responsibility for it.

As regards the discontent of the Utkal people for being neglected in the
matter of representation on the Board, he said:

I am of opinion that those who can do constructive work
should not worry about representation on the Board. But if
you feel keenly on the matter, you should write asserting your
right of representation of at least one seat.

He further advised the Utkal workers that instead of utilizing his
services in such matters, they should take his more useful services in solv-
ing the flood problem which he was thinking about day and night. Repair
of the embankments, which was prohibited by the Government, was the great-
est problem which every representative of the people of Utkal must think
about. To solve this he was writing to an expert engineer for making a
survey. He was confident that if a solution was suggested, the Govern-
ment would not ignore it.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 1-6-1934

45. LETTER TO FAMNALAL BAFAjF

May 31, 1934

CHI. JAMNALAL,

The burden on Dwarkanath has increased. Please know
everything from him and lighten it. Listen to what he may have
to say regarding Manohar and Keshu and look into the matter
carefully, and do what is necessary. Why did Manohar go away
suddenly to live in the orchard? Also inquire and see if Sharma
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LETTER TO HARIBHAU UPADHYAYA 43

takes too much work on himself. We must find time in Bombay
to discuss all this.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2935

46. LETTER TO HARIBHAU UPADHYAYA
May 31, 1934

BHAI HARIBHAU,

I came to know only just now about your son’s death. All
of us will have to go that royal road sooner or later. If, how-
ever, you two do wish to observe mourning for him, do so by
observing complete self-control. Please remember that now we
have to observe with all the greater vigilance the strict rules
for civil disobedience volunteers.

I had received your letter. =~ What you mean is this that I
also should demonstrate my love by giving up civil disobedience.
If T think that necessary, I would certainly take that step. But
I see no such necessity. What displeased the Government was
not civil disobedience itself, but the incivility which was dis-
played in its name. The party of violence were not, and are
not, concerned with demonstration of love. They didn’t see our
non-violence, but saw the subtle violence behind it and conclud-
ed that it was the result of cowardice and that their violence of
the brave was far better.  Thus, because our disobedience was
uncivil, neither of the two parties could understand it. Is this
clear?

Blessings from
Baru

From Gujarati: C.W. 6079. Courtesy: Haribhau Upadhyaya



47. LETTER TO HIRALAL SHARMA

May 31, 1934
BHAI SHARMA,

Go slow. Dwarkanathji tells me that you have taken up too
many burdens. I think the letter from Surendra too contained
a similar complaint. To perform service to our utmost and to
take it as well is beneficial to all in every way. Keep writing to
me. You must regard it as your dharma to take the requisite
amount of milk and other articles of food.

Draupadi Devi has not so far replied to my letter.

Blessings from
Baru

From a facsimile of the Hindi: Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Ffivanke Solah Varsha,
1932-48, between pp. 68 and 69

48. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
May 31, 1934

DEAR DAUGHTER AMTUSSALAAM,

Your letter. How is it that you reached the hospital and yet
the operation was not performed? I reach Bombay on June 14.
How nice it would be if the operation is performed! As for your
accompanying me, I have already written to you. Why are you
scared of the operation? Don’t you have enough faith in God?
Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Urdu: G.N. 307
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49. ‘THE COOLIE PROBLEM OF ASSAM’

Whilst I was touring in Assam, a correspondent sent me his
outpourings under the above heading. From his letter I take
the following:!

I can agree from personal experience with much of what the
writer has to say. The very word ‘coolie’ is a misnomer and re-
minds one of what happens in South Africa. Instead of meaning
a labourer or a porter, the word came to be applied in South
Africa to designate the bearer’s nationality, and became a word
of reproach. An Indian merchant, barrister or doctor was known
as a coolie merchant, etc. So, in Assam, the Indian who
went from another province to work on the tea estates remained
a coolie even after the termination of his contract as a labourer
and even though he ceased to be a labourer and became a land-
owner. But being industrious, he has multiplied in Assam and
yet remains in perfect isolation and ostracism. It is a suicidal
policy that keeps him so. He cannot be driven out of Assam. Being
grossly neglected, he has become an economic waste. If these
men were properly taken care of, they would become an asset
of first class importance. It is up to the educated people of Assam
to study this problem and solve it to the benefit of all con-
cerned. It does not require an outlay of money so much as it
requires an outlay of intelligence and industry.

Harijan, 1-6-1934

I The extract is not reproduced here. The correspondent had pointed out
the need to remove the indignities suffered by the so-called ‘coolies’ and those
belonging to other Depressed Classes. He had requested Gandhiji to ‘“‘evolve
a scheme of work™ to raise their standard of life and to earn them recognition
in society.
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50. UNTOUCHABILITY AS IT EXISTS TODAY

The Editor sends me the following from his box. A corres-
pondent who gives his name and address but prefers to remain
unknown to the readers of Harijan says:

In the Harijan of the 9th March, Gandhiji is reported to have said
that ‘there was no warrant in the Shastras for untouchability’. One of
the most prominent pundits who support Mahatmaji’s movement is
Mahamahopadhyaya Pramatha Nath Tarkabhushan of Benares Hindu
University. He has published the letter which he wrote to Gandhiji
last year quoting scriptures in support of Gandhiji. The pundit wrote
that, although there are texts in support of untouchability, there are
other texts which stated that untouchables could be made pure by diksha
(initiation) and devotion to God. Thus, according to the pundit, those
Chandalas who were not initiated nor devoted to God were untoucha-
bles according to the Shastras. Gandhiji’s opinion that there is
no sanction for untouchability is, therefore, not supported by this
pundit.

Will you kindly state which pundits have told Gandhiji that there
is no sanction for untouchability in the Shastras?

Gandhiji himself wrote before that sanatanists had supplied him
with many texts from the Shastras in support of untouchability, but
that he did not accept the authority of such passages as they were
against the fundamental principles of morality.

Gandhiji’s present statement that there is no sanction for untoucha-
bility in the Shastras does not seem to accord with his previous
statement which was that there is such sanction but he did not accept
the authority of such passages because they were immoral.

Will you kindly explain the apparent inconsistency through the
columns of the Harijan?

I have not verified the quotation from the Harijan of 9th
March. But everybody knows by this time that, whenever I speak
on untouchability, it has reference to untouchability as it is
practised today or known to us today. And I do repeat here,
as I have said on a thousand platforms, that there is no war-
rant in the Shastras for untouchability as we practise it today.
I well remember Mahamahopadhyaya Pramatha Nath Tarka-
bhushan’s letter to me. His argument is an enforcing argument
combating the doctrine of ineradicable untouchability. That
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UNTOUCHABILITY AS IT EXISTS TODAY 47

letter not only does not controvert! my proposition but supports
it in the sense that no single untouchable need always re-
main untouchable. When once it is admitted that an untoucha-
ble can become touchable by simply reciting the Bhagavata’s
twelve-lettered mantra, the citadel of untouchability is des-
troyed. For the support of my position, I cite even the sanatanists
themselves, for, they have not as yet produced a single verse
in support of untouchability as it is practised today. In-
numerable castes are at one time enumerated as untouchables in
the census report and at another removed from that list and
some new ones are enumerated. Surely, there is no warrant in
the Shastras for accepting census figures for branding persons
as untouchables, and untouchability as we practise it today has
reference only to these several crores of men and women who are
classified as untouchables in census reports. Nor is there any
warrant in the Shastras for the treatment that is meted out to
these people in their respective provinces or districts. I have,
indeed, said that the verses produced by sanatanists in sup-
port of untouchability as they describe it are wholly inconsistent
with the fundamental principles of Hinduism. Therefore, under
the canons of interpretation laid down in the Shastras them-
selves, such verses must be repudiated as devoid of authority.
There is, therefore, no inconsistency in my writings or sayings,
when I say that there is no warrant for untouchability as it is
practised today. Of course, there is ample authority in the
Shastras for temporary untouchability on sanitary grounds. That
is not an untouchability that is contrary to reason or to ethics.
The untouchability against which I am carrying on war is an
internal taint which is supposed to apply to a man by birth
and of which no amount of expiation can purge a man.

Harijan, 1-6-1934

1 The source has ‘‘contraverse”.



51. LETTER TO TARA JASWANI
Fune 1, 1934

CHI. TARA,

May I compliment you for writing to me after three years?
Though you wrote to me after such a long time, you have not
given me an account of the work you did during this period.
Have you collected any money for Harijan work, for which I
have undertaken this tour? If you have not, please do so now.
Add your own contribution to it before sending over the
amount. My not going to Calcutta shouldn’t be an excuse for
forgetting either of these things.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 8785

52. FRAGMENT OF A LETTER!

[Before Fune 2, 1934]

Why should you feel broken-hearted? Why can’t you follow
the example of Janakraja? He was indifferent when his capital
city was being reduced to ashes, because he had done all he
could to save it. Have you yourself failed anywhere? If not,
why worry? Give some chance to God who has His finger in
every pie. And even if you have failed anywhere, why worry?
Like Lacy [sic] of old “Try again”.

From Gujarati: C.W. 7541. Courtesy: K. M. Munshi

1 This message was conveyed in a letter dated June 2, 1934 from Chan-
drashankar Shukla to K. M. Munshi. The addressee’s name, however, is not
known.
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53. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, FAJPUR

FJune 2, 1934

In the address presented to me you have reminded me that
this is a place of pilgrimage. How nice it would have been if
you had also added that in this place of pilgrimage all the
temples have been thrown open to Harijans. I have repeated
several times that in the temples where Harijans have no
right of entry, there are idols no doubt, but they have not been
consecrated.

We call God the saviour of the fallen; we call him Daridra-
narayana; we call him the Merciful and the Benign. God has thou-
sands of such epithets that go to prove that He does not belong
to any particular caste. God belongs neither to the Brahmins
nor the Kshatriyas but He belongs to all. But steeped in pride
we say, ‘God is for us only and not for others.” To those who
think so I have been crying myself hoarse that if there is any
truth in the Shastras, if there is any truth in the tenets of the
Shastras, a temple where Harijans are barred entry, has no
God but only a stone.

If we fail to see what is obvious and if with the idea of high
and low in our hearts, we segregate the Harijans, the Hindu
dharma and Hindu society are doomed to perish.

From your address, it would appear that a tremendous
propaganda is going on for the removal of untouchability and yet
it cannot be uprooted in our time. With my naked eyes I can
see clearly that, whether we like it or not, untouchability is
destined to disappear. No man, up till now, has succeeded in
stopping the wheels of time. If we willingly own our Harijan
brothers and give them all the rights we enjoy, this shall be
deemed as a blessed act in the kingdom of God and in the
Book of God. I shall explain to you what will be the result if
untouchability is abolished against our wishes and also the
result if it is removed with our consent. If untouchability is re-
moved against our wishes, it means the destruction of the Hindu
dharma. If Hinduism perishes there will certainly be no un-
touchable left. But that will not be for the good of humanity.
If however untouchability is removed with the willing co-opera-
tion of the Hindus, with the purification of and atonement by
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50 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

caste Hindus, it will be something to be proud of and will be
a blessed act. And the Hindu dharma which is on the decline
today will have a renaissance, and it will progress. With the
rise of the Hindu community the concept of brotherhood and
fraternity will prevail not only in India but in the whole world.
I have shown you two ways—one of progress and the other of
decline. Now, it is for you to decide which path you should
choose.

A Muslim brother has sent me a letter. He wishes me to
give a reply here itself. The purport of his letter is that, in all
that I have attempted so far, I have only met with failure. He
writes, “Then why have you unnecessarily taken another task on

your hands?” He cites this example: ‘“You took immense trouble
to bring about Hindu-Muslim unity. But it was no use; only
there is a little more tension now.” In answer to this I wish

to say only this: I do not accept that I have failed in my at-
tempts especially for Hindu-Muslim unity. It is my strong
belief that as a result of the efforts that have been made,
though tension appears to have increased due to the prevailing
political conditions unity has on the whole been strengthened.
It is also my unshaken faith that the endeavour to unite the
Hindus and the Muslims will go down in history as a great
and worthy cause. But, even if I concede that all my attempts
have failed, still I have no regrets, because I have conducted
these experiments all my life as a worshipper of truth. Therefore
I have no regrets whatever for what I have done.
[From Hindi]

Harijan Sevak, 15-6-1934



54. A LETTER!

[Before Fune 3, 1934]

If you will regard my walking tour in villages from day to
day as walking to all villages of India, then there should be
visible participation by all the provinces. There may be walking
parties to villages delivering the message of equality and bro-
therhood, for abolition of untouchability means nothing less.
These parties can do the double work, that of speaking in the
friendliest manner to the caste Hindus on the evil of untouchabi-
lity and distinction of high and low, collecting from them
repentance money and sending this to me in the form of purses even
as they would have done if I had travelled to them, and
the work of delivering the message of peace and deliverance to
the untouchables. What a glorious awakening it would be if
a simultaneous response such as I have adumbrated here is
made!

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 3-6-1934

55. A LETTER

[Before Fune 3, 1934]

I am glad that you are taking up the walking tour in Bengal,
if only for five days. It would be successful if there is a good
response. Of course you will explain to the people the cause
of the collection of the tour. Let them understand that Orissa
was in greater need, and that my tour in Orissa should be taken
for touring all over India. At the same time if I had the op-
portunity I would certainly tour in Bengal for three months or
more.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 3-6-1934

I This and the following item appeared in the source as quoted in a
statement by Dr. B. C. Roy and Satis Chandra Das Gupta.
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56. LETTER TO KOTWAL
June 3, 1934

BHAI KOTWAL,

I got your letter.

I understand [what you say] about your food. I see no
harm in your asking for fruit when you are in jail. But I
think you cannot go on a fast to press your demand. You
have not taken a vow, and cannot take it now. We should
accept and be content with any food that is given to us in
a manner that does not hurt our self-respect, provided it is
such as we can eat. When we go to jail, we entrust our body
to the jailor.

About the extracts which you made while in jail, you can
go right up to the India Office, and, if you wish, take even legal
steps.

It might be wise not to get an operation performed on
the nose, unless it seems absolutely necessary, for improvement
in eyesight.

The resolution which you intend to move concerning the
Indian States seems altogether bad to me. I see nothing but
attachment or complete lack of thought behind it. Personally,
I wouldn’t advise you to move it.

The second resolution is not as bad as the first, but it is
bad enough. You do not know the history of how that pro-
vince was formed. The population also cannot be put as high
as you do. The number of delegates which you have assigned
to Ajmer-Merwara also seems excessive to me.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3611
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57. LETTER TO MARGARETE SPIEGEL
June 4, 1934

CHI. AMALA,

You did well in writing the letters. I want to know you as
you are and not as you would be. I shall love you in spite
of your faults. You have no cause to fear me. You must dismiss
from your mind the thought that I hate you. I hate nobody
in the world. You never gave me any cause for hating you.
On the contrary you have given me many reasons for loving
you. You must not therefore let your imagination run away
with you.

I have read your letter to Mira. I think you should go to
a cool place. I could easily send you somewhere. ~Why should
you swear by German medicine? There are competent doctors
enough in Ahmedabad. Tell Parikshitlal and he will take you
to one. You should be sane in these matters. You will be a
cause of great anxiety to me, if you become ill and your body is
undermined.

Why do you want to be like Mira? She is not perfect.
No one is perfect. You should strive to be good according to the
gifts God has given you. No two persons are alike in the world.
But all can be good if they choose to.

We shall soon meet. I would like you to be fit when we
meet. And this you will be, if you won’t brood over your ill-
ness and take the necessary measures for getting well.

I enclose herewith some letters to be handed to those
concerned.

Love.

Baru

Spiegel Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library
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58. LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJYI
Fune 4, 1934

‘Civil resistance’ is a wider term, and also indicative of res-
pect. Civil disobedience is not necessarily an accurate expression
of the attitude indicated in ‘civil resistance’.  ‘Civil disobe-
dience’ may also indicate an attitude of the mind. The term
‘civil disobedience’ was first used by Thoreau. I didn’t like it
because it didn’t suggest all that I had in mind. Looking for

a new phrase, I fixed upon ‘civil resistance’. The current
phrase was ‘passive resistance’. But my way of resistance or
the force which I had in mind was not passive. It was active,

but ‘active’ might also mean violent. The word ‘civil’ suggests
nothing but non-violence. I, therefore, joined it with ‘resis-
tance’.

The pledge taken at the start of the Dandi March certainly
did not mean that I would remain in jail till swaraj was won.
Nor is it always in our hands to be in jail.

If the Yeravda Pact required a change in the Award! by the
Government, it also required the people to discharge their debt
to Harijans. Because the Government was aware of this condi-
tion, it was by implication bound to give me facilities for ful-
filling it. The Government had accepted a similar argument
during my first term of imprisonment and given me the neces-
sary concession. This correspondence has been published. How
can they go back on it now?

I have had no hand in Jamnalalji’s appointment. But I
approve of it. The post of secretary was not filled because one
secretary is out. If nobody was available, even that post would
have had to be filled. There is no principle involved in such
matters, the only criterion being propriety. What is wrong in
the same person being President and Treasurer?

What you say concerning the Parliamentary Board is cor-
rect. The priest ministers at the wedding, but cannot help the
partners to run their home. If we let ourselves be seen as we
are some day we shall become what we ought to be.

I Communal Award

54



FRAGMENT OF A LETTER 55

Now nothing till the 14th!. However, if there is anything
special I will write or ask somebody to write.

[From Gujarati]

Bapuni Prasadi, pp. 146-7

59. LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJFI
Fune 4, 1934

Though the limited freedom? granted to me was conveyed
to me orally by the Superintendent, it was actually a tele-
phone message that he read out. At that time I accepted it,
but within half an hour after he had left I wrote out and dis-
patched a letter® to the Government.

[From Gujarati]

Bapuni Prasadi, p. 132

60. FRAGMENT OF A LETTER*

[Before Fune 5, 1934]

I should love to give Bengal three months. That can only be
in my next incarnation.

From Gujarati: C.W. 7542. Courtesy: K. M. Munshi

1 When Gandhiji was to reach Bombay

2 For doing Harijan work

3 Vide Vol. LV, pp. 356-7.

4The message was conveyed in a letter dated June 5, 1934 from
Chandrashankar Shukla to K. M. Munshi. The addressee’s name, however,
is not known.



61. LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA
Fune 4, 1934

BHAI BALVANTSINHA,

I do not see any difference between ‘Bhai’ or ‘Chi.’ or
any other appellation as long as the sentiment is the same.
When I do not know a person well and do not know his age and
other particulars I usually address him as ‘Bhai’. I would like
it if Surendra keeps you with him. Narandas is at Rajkot, you
should act as he advises.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 1871

62. LETTER TO BRIJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA
Fune 4, 1934

CHI. BRIJKRISHNA,

I have your letter. I feel that you should join the family
business. You should earn what you can and enter the field of
service only when you are free from attachment to the family
and when the desire for money ceases and effortless brahmacharya
is attained. It is useless to make any sacrifice because I or
someone else so advises. Only you can have a measure of your
own strength, only you can judge the degree of your attach-
ment. Until you have measured yourself truly it is your
dharma to keep up the domestic links and retain the family
profession.  There is no sin in maintaining family relationship
or even in making money. One can also after all render ser-
vice by keeping the domestic ties within limits. He also serves
who observes truth, etc., while remaining in his own sphere of
work. One who enters the field of service yet indulges in subtle
pleasures, selfishness and the like renders no service, but only
harms the cause and turns a hypocrite. It is a grave delusion to
say that one cannot preserve truth while earning wealth. There
are quite a few people today who adhere to truth while making
money. I think your duty lies in this for the present, but the

56



LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM 57

first thing you should do is to make yourself absolutely healthy.
Nothing will be gained by coming to me in my travels.
But if you wish you may join me on my reaching Poona or
Ahmedabad. My advice would be against it. It would be better
to busy yourself in work.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 2412

63. LETTER TO RAMESHWARDAS PODDAR

Fune 4, 1934
CHI. RAMESHWARDAS,

You are in Jamnalalji’s custody and should remain so and
do as he bids. The kandora' can be sent by post or with some-
one who happens to go there.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 168

64. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
Fune 4, 1934

DEAR DAUGHTER AMTUSSALAAM,

Your letter and the doctor’s telegram arrived together. It
is excellent that the operation was performed. I think you will
have been discharged by the time I reach Bombay. Have no worry
about anything. I am writing to Chandrakanta? and Raje3. It
is good that both of them are there.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Urdu: G.N. 308

1 A chain for the waist

2 & 3 Daughter and son of Dr. Jawaharlal Rohatagi, a leading Congress-
man of Kanpur, who were both working as house-surgeons in the King
Edward Memorial Hospital where the addressee was operated upon



65. TELEGRAM TO RAFENDRA PRASAD!
[On or before Fune 5, 1934]?

WIRE  JUST RECEIVED. TELL HIS WIDOW AND BHAGABATI?
NOT TO WEEP OVER THE INEVITABLE. YOU HAVE LOST
THE MAINSTAY OF THE FAMILY YET YOU HAVE LOST
NOTHING. GOD WAS AND IS YOUR INFALLIBLE HELP.
MAHENDRABABU WAS HIS INSTRUMENT. GHANSHYAMDAS  BIRLA
AND MISS HARRISON ARE HERE. THEY AND OTHERS JOIN
ME IN SENDING CONDOLENCES.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 5-6-1934

66. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

Fune 5, 1934
CHI. NARANDAS,

It was a good idea of yours to pay all those visits. I
understand what you say regarding Rukhi. City life cannot
have any other result than this. Rukhi could have made her
way easier, but she did not have enough courage. But that was
not her fault. Everybody obeys his or her own nature. One
may make whatever changes are possible within its limits.
Anybody who attempts more is bound to fall lower than he or
she was before.

Prabhudas has got what he wanted. He will make his way in
life if his health remains good.

Let Velanbehn follow her own inclination and rise or fall
in consequence. She will come to no harm whatever. If Prema
is released after I have left, I hope she will follow me. When is
Lilavati expected to be released? I feel sometimes that we should
now relieve Anasuyabehn of the burden of Anandi and others.*

I'In reply to the addressee’s telegram informing Gandhiji of the death
of Mahendra Prasad, addressee’s elder brother

2 The telegram was published under the date-line, ‘Bhadrak, June 5,
1934,

3 Addressee’s sister
4 When the Ashram was closed, the younger girls were left in the care
of Anasuyabehn Sarabhai.
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LETTER TO DWARKANATH 59

Kanu has proved his mettle well indeed. I have written to
Amala. You do not seem to have met Amina. Amtussalaam
has been operated upon for piles in Bombay. She is in the King
Edward [Memorial] Hospital. ~Write to her. It is a painful
state of affairs that weavers do not get yarn.

Think over the problem of the dairy. The work ought not to
be neglected. Write to Titus and tell him that he should attend
things in right time. He should not spend his time away from
the dairy as he likes. A letter for Chhaganlal is enclosed.

Where is Chimanlal at present? I hope you will be in
Ahmedabad when I go there. If Jamnadas’s health still does
not improve I will not mind his resigning. But who will run the
school afterwards? Jamnadas rarely writes to me. See that he
does not decide anything in haste.

I like Purushottam’s idea of going to Wardha. The rains
have started here and it is not possible now to continue the
tour on foot. I am, therefore, thinking what to do on the re-
maining days.

It has been decided just now that we should walk more to-
day and reach Bhadrak, and leave it for Wardha on Friday, and

proceed from there to Bombay on Wednesday.
Blessings from

Baru
From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I. Also C.W. 8401. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

67. LETTER TO DWARKANATH

[ Funelt 5, 1934
CHI. DWARKANATH,

The rains have set in here making it impossible to continue
the tour on foot. It has therefore been decided to spend three
days in Bhadrak before going over to your place. We hope to
leave Bhadrak on Friday and reach there on Saturday. We shall
leave from there on Wednesday.  The party would comprise
about ten people. I am not writing separately to Jamnalalji and
Ramdas. Please tell Vidya I have her letter; it is all right.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3087

1 Not decipherable in the source. However, from the context it is clear
that the letter was written in June. Vide also the preceding item.



68. LETTER TO KANTI GANDHI
Fune 5, 1934

CHI. KANTI,

Is it proper that you should never write to me? How are
you? What do you read? How do you live?  Will you not
write to me and tell me all these things? From there you must
write to me a beautiful letter every week.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7285. Courtesy: Kanti Gandhi

69. LETTER TO KESHAVFI RAOCHAND AND
KANFI MULYI SIKKA

Fune 5, 1934

BHAI KESHAVJI RAOCHAND AND BHAI KANJI MULJI SIKKA,

My visit to Calcutta has been put off. But I certainly expect

a purse from the Gujaratis in Calcutta. A contribution of at

least Rs. 20,000 is certain from the Marwaris, it may even go

up to Rs. 25,000. I am sending Valjibhai Desai to receive the

contribution from the Gujaratis. I have to leave for Wardha by

the Friday train. Please, therefore, collect what you can and
send the amount with Valjibhai.

Blessings from
MouaNDAS GANDHI

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7466. Courtesy: Valji G. Desai
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70. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

GArADPUR (UTKAL),

Fune 7, 1934

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

I have received no letter from you this time as yet. I my-
self have written to you regularly, however. The rains have
started here, and so all touring has stopped. It will soon be
time for the morning prayer. As I am writing this, Satis-
babu has arrived with his band of ten, carrying their luggage and
walking a distance of two miles from Bhadrak Station to this
place. They took an hour and three quarters to walk that dis-
tance through the mud.

I am now taking up the letter again after the prayer.

Satisbabu has been touring Bengal on foot. It is too early
yet to assess the results of the walking tour. Personally I am
fully satisfied. All other things seem pale beside this.

Miss Harrison has gone to Bombay. I shall meet her again
there. She is a very good woman indeed. She thinks about no-
thing else but this problem. Muriel has toured fairly widely
in company with Jamnalalji. She also will meet me in Bombay.

I have already sent the tour programme to you. Have
faith that what is happening is perfectly all right.

Blessings from
Bapu

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 105

71. LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI
Fune 7, 1954

The rains have started here, making touring on foot im-
possible. I am, therefore, spending three days in Bhadrak. I
will leave tomorrow (Friday) for Wardha. I will stay there for
four days and arrive in Bombay on the date fixed.

[From Gujarati]

Bapuni Prasadi, p. 146

61



72. SPEECH AT GARADPUR ASHRAM, BHADRAK

[Fune 7, 1934]
BROTHERS AND SISTERS,

It was arranged that there would be a meeting on the pub-
lic road today at 9 a.m.  But I was informed that no meeting
could be held on the public road without a license issued from
the Superintendent of Police. It was our mistake that we did not
obtain a license for the meeting. The S. P. is not here now.
He stays at Balasore. His subordinates here are not empowered
to issue a license. So I could not go to the place of the meet-
ing. Therefore I called you all to this place. I know law cannot
be broken here; because I do not want to break the law and con-
vene a meeting on the public road. I say all of you should give
up untouchability. We are all sons of one God, then why
should we live aloof from Harijans? We should give all facilities
to them which the caste Hindus enjoy. We should not hold
out any distinction between high and low. The next thing that I
have to say is that we have become idle and idleness should
be given up. If we do not give up idleness we will starve. It is for
this reason that some sort of work must be done. If no other work is
available then charkhas should be plied so that something may
be earned. If anyone gets more money by doing any other
work, he should engage himself in such work. Thirdly, intoxicants
should be given up because intoxicants do harm to us. If you
have followed me, then give whatever you can for the service
of Harijans.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 7-6-1934

! From Amrita Bazar Patrika, 8-6-1934
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73. SPEECH TO HARIJAN WORKERS, BHADRAK!
Fune 7, 1934

Those who took a direct part in the pilgrimage cannot but
have been struck by the fact that real work lies in the villages.
The vast mass of Harijans live there. Untouchability has its
strongest roots there. Poverty, too, is most rampant in the
villages. Therefore the Sangh, while not neglecting the cities,
should send its best workers to the villages and there do two-
fold work—serve the Harijans and the savarnas—the former,
by procuring for the young and the old educational facilities,
clean water-supply, admission to temples, betterment of eco-
nomic condition, removal of bad habits, e.g., carrion-eating, eating
and drinking intoxicating drugs and drinks, and inducing hy-
gienic habits; and the latter, by establishing friendly con-
tact with them and securing their co-operation to the extent
they would be prepared to give it. In all things there should be
no compulsion or the show of it. Above all, remember that
personal purity of the worker is to count in the end. Those,
therefore, whose character is not above suspicion and weather-
proof should not touch Harijan service, particularly in the
villages. The Sangh will have to be most careful in the selec-
tion of workers.?

Gandhiji expressed his satisfaction at the enthusiasm displayed by all
sections of people throughout Utkal including the womenfolk in furtherance
of Harijan uplift movement. Mahatmaji said:

I am returning more convinced than ever before that Harijan
work is far better done by padayaira (tour on foot).

Referring to a query by one among the audience as to whether sus-
pension of civil disobedience should be interpreted as a verdict of its failure,
Gandhiji said:

There is no such word as ‘failure’ in the dictionary of a
satyagrahi. He simply prepares himself according to experience
gained at every step. The progress of a satyagrahi is similar to

1 Extracted from ‘“Weekly Letter”
2 What follows is reproduced from The Bombay Chronicle.
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64 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

that of a mountaineer who has in the course of his march got
to retrace his steps several times before he ascends a few steps.

Replying to another question as to how he expected to get swaraj
by restricting the practice of civil disobedience only to himself, Gandhiji said:

Wait and you will see.

Harijan, 15-6-1934; also The Bombay Chronicle, 7-6-1934

74. NOTE

LiMiTATIONS OF PENITENTIAL FAsTs

It will be remembered that Shri Sitaram Sastri sometime
ago underwent an unconditional fast by way of penance for the
weakness of a friend who, having promised to open a temple
under his charge, had, under pressure of his friends, gone back
upon his promise. Shri Sastri discussed the fast with me. I
promised to set forth the argument briefly in these columns.

Fasting with a spiritual purpose behind it is praiseworthy
only under well-defined conditions. It must not be for a
selfish end. It must not be in the nature of violence, as, for
instance, it would be, if one fasted against a sanatanist for not
opening a temple when it was well known that it was against
his religious conviction to do so. The question that Sitaram
Sastri had to deal with was of a different nature. He had to
deal with a broken promise of an intimate friend. Ordinarily such
a breach or its imminence is cured by a fast, and the fast
would be advisable, if not obligatory, for those who believe in
fasts as a lawful institution in a non-violent crusade against social
or religious abuse or evil, both of which untouchability is. But
in dealing with the timid, almost emasculated, society such as
we have to deal with, even breaches of promise have to be
gently dealt with, especially when they are made in connection
with social matters as distinguished from individual affairs.
Superstition is ingrained in us. Untouchability—itself a poisonous
boycott of the extreme type—has filled us with imaginary horrors
of an imaginary boycott. Living in such fears, mere threat
of a social boycott to one for whom life outside his particular
caste is inconceivable is enough to make him withdraw or break
a solemn promise. In such cases, a fast is too drastic a remedy.
Prudence demands abstention from taking promises from such
men and treating lightly promises already made. Such persons
require most sympathetic treatment and gentle handling. A
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drastic treatment like that of fasting may, instead of strengthening,
actually weaken a person and, therefore, endanger or injure the
very reform for which a fast is undertaken.

Harijan, 8-6-1934

75. A CAREFUL SPINNER

A Harijan sevak, who is working in a Harijan school and
trying to introduce hand-spinning amongst his pupils and their
parents, in addition to many other things writes:

During the national week I spun more industriously than hitherto
and much more carefully. My speed was 300 yards per hour on an
average. Out of 40 tolas of cotton I obtained 37 tolas of yarn of
16 counts. The output was 9,700 rounds—a round is equal to four feet.
In cleaning cotton and carding it, I lost two and a half folas, and another
half tola was lost in spinning. I have preserved all the waste. This I propose
to utilize for filling pillows and the like. I have seen many spinners whose
waste sometimes amounts to as much as the wages obtained from
spinning for the amount of cotton on which the waste has been made.
You would remember that I spin only during leisure hours. I shall
have spun for myself much more khadi than I need for personal use.
I propose to sell the surplus and apply the proceeds towards the expen-
ses of conducting the Harijan school under my charge. My yarn is
considered to be so strong and good that the weavers prefer my yarn
to any other.

I know this spinner. He has become what he is by his
sincerity and application. He was no better than the average
spinner. But, today, very few volunteer-spinners would be able
to show the record that this Harijan sevak has been able to show.
Wandering through the villages of Utkal, speaking to the people
and coming in closest touch with them I have a daily demon-
stration of enormous possibilities of hand-spinning. The idleness
that has crept over the poor villagers is a first-class tragedy.
I see hundreds, and often thousands, hovering round me all day
long doing absolutely nothing. Those who hover round me
are not in any shape or form well-to-do.  Their food is of the
most meagre kind. They hardly get milk or ghee. The food con-
sists chiefly of boiled rice, dhal and oil. The people appear to
me to be without ambition and without hope, and yet they
show in their own lives a remarkable culture which you cannot
help noticing. But all that culture will presently be of no avail
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to them, if they cannot be induced to learn the art of profit-
ably utilizing every idle hour. And I come irresistibly to the
conclusion that there is nothing but the spinning-wheel to present
to the millions for their acceptance and use during idle hours.
Surely, any industry is remunerative which is designed to give
occupation to millions of people.

Harijan, 8-6-1934

76. TELEGRAM TO ANAND T. HINGORANI

BHADRAK,
Fune 8, 1954
ANAND
CARE KEWALRAMANI
IRRIGATION
JAHANIA
YOU MAY  JOIN WARDHA OR BOMBAY. USELESS
VIDYA! COMING  WARDHA TWO  WEEKS.

Baru

From a microfilm. Courtesy: National Archives and Anand T. Hingorani

77. LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA?
Fune 8, 1934

I have your note of the 4th instant.

You enquire about things here. I shall content myself with
giving you just a subjective report of the policy of the manage-
ment as I expect detailed report of work done to reach you
through Pyarelal and others from time to time.

My asking you for the expenses of your party has had a salu-
tary effect and people are more careful in debiting items
against the Bihar Central Relief Committee. But still there is a
tendency to mix up reconstruction work with relief work. They
want bridges built—even pucca ones—out of our funds with-
out first tapping District Boards, the Government and other
sources. Even the wells sunk seem excessive and they have not

1 Addressee’s wife
2 Addressee’s name as given in the G.N. register



INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS OF INDIA 67

yet got over the idea of free doles. It appears to me, a great
deal of the relief work is undertaken with political motives espe-
cially after the A.I.C.C. decisions. The Bihar Central Relief
Committee does not get the impartial and unadulterated attention
of those in charge and the work is not what it should be because
of mixed motives. Middle class relief is an answer to pressure.

As an organization our weak point lies in the absolute con-
trol and discretion vested in the officers in charge at the dis-
tricts. True, the Managing Committee sits down in all seriousness
to budget. But when the President, out of the goodness of his
heart, is persuaded to give blank cheques to officers in charge
without consulting the Managing Committee such budgeting
becomes a farce and is to no effect. The work merely reflects the
imagination or the lack of imagination of one man in each dis-
trict. Dictatorial powers are good in an emergency but it
seems to me in constructive work some control of the executive
is important to co-ordinate effort. The Audit Department, in
the nature of things, is a day after the fair and is subject to
executive discretion generally; while the inspection department
becomes an organization for recording pious opinions.

From a photostat: G.N. 10105

78. INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS OF INDIA

BALASORE,
Fune 8, 1934

In the course of an exclusive interview with the Associated Press Mr.
Gandhi said that if he had it in his power he would undoubtedly use it
in order to bring about a settlement of the labour strike during his visit
to Bombay, but he knew that he had none. As regards his impressions on
the conclusion of his walking tour in Orissa, he said:

I have always considered Orissa to be the poorest of our
provinces. That impression was strengthened by intimate con-
tact with the villages visited during the tour. The enforced
idleness among people is appalling. The Harijans in the vil-
lages I found to be exceptionally clean in their habits. Indeed,
in some of the villages their homes appeared to be cleaner than
the homes of their fellow-villagers. Intellectually, too, they ap-
peared to me to be in no way inferior to others in spite of the
social handicaps they are living under.

I have nothing but happy memories of the pilgrimage and,
due opportunity coming to me, I should repeat it on a much
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larger scale. Utkal co-workers showed great powers of endu-
rance. Their organizing ability was of no mean order. Twice
during nights storms swept over us. Volunteers proved equal
to the emergency and we were able to pass the nights in more
or less comfort.

Our party included girls from Rama Devi’s! Ashram. I mar-
velled at their capacity for walking bare-footed. Every morning,
as soon as we reached our destination, these girls went out
to Harijan quarters and brought me reports of what they had
seen or done. They never knew what fatigue was. And though
many of them had been brought up in the lap of luxury they
put up with all the trials of a march which was by no means
a soft job. If the work is continued with the same enthusiasm
and earnestness that were exhibited during the march and the
workers concentrate upon Harijan service in the villages more
than the cities, the result will be startling. I have no doubt
that savarna Hindus’ minds are ready. But, in order to induce
action they require the living touch which could only be sup-
plied by pure-minded workers working in the villages, not by
fits and starts, but regularly.

In conclusion, Mr. Gandhi said that these walking tours had not yet
taken place in any other province except Bengal. In his opinion such tours
would become more and more popular as experience grew.?

On Government communique lifting the ban on Congress organizations,
Gandhiji declined to make any comment at present.

On being told that the whole country was waiting for his lead in this
matter, he smilingly replied that the country should know what his lead was.

Amrita Bazar Patrika; also The Bombay Chronicle, 9-6-1934

79. SPEECH AT BALASORE

[Fune 8, 1934]3

Mr. Gandhi spoke for about 15 minutes. He began by explaining the
reason for abandoning his tour on foot and said that as he had been
drenched by rain for two nights and as it rained the whole day at a place
called Turunga he had to abandon his walking tour. He then touched on un-
touchability and said that we are sons of the same God and as He does not

1 Wife of Gopabandhu Babu and Secretary of the Harijan Sevak Sangh
2 What follows is reproduced from The Bombay Chronicle.
3 From “Weekly Letter” in Harijan, 15-6-1934
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make any distinction between His sons it would be sin for us if we do so.
No distinction should be made between the different castes among the Hin-
dus, between the caste Hindus and the Harijans, and also between the Hindus
and the non-Hindus, as they are all brothers. It is a sin not to remove this
distinction and a religion which does not obliterate this distinction is doomed
to extinction as a result of this sin. He asked the audience to remove un-
touchability.

He then touched on the evil of intoxicants and said that the use
of intoxicants deadens one’s intellect and might bring on even insanity. He
exhorted the audience to give up intoxicants.

Concluding, he said that everyone should do some work, as idleness
is always bad. He asked the audience to take to spinning by charkha, if
they had nothing else to do, as that will remove Orissa’s poverty.

He then asked for contributions for the Harijan Fund.

From a copy: C.W. 10619. Courtesy: Government of Orissa

80. LETTER TO TARA FASWANI
Fune 9, 1934

CHI. TARA,

I am writing this in a running train. I received the sum
of Rs. 50. Do what you can there. Sushilabehn spoke to me
about you and I was glad to hear what she said. Write to me
whenever you wish to.

Natvarlal must have left for Rangoon.

Blessings from
Bapu
SHR1I TARABEHN
Clo MEessrs KantiLar MouanrarL & Co.
37 BURTTOLA STREET
CaLcuTTA

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 8786



81. SPEECH TO TEXTILE WORKERS, NAGPUR
Fune 9, 1934

Mahatma Gandhi arrived here by mail en route to Wardha and was
greeted by a large number of textile workers (on strike ) at the railway
station.

Gandhiji, addressing the gathering, said that he had invited the labour
leaders to Wardha to meet him the next day when he would ascertain the
situation from them. He would then give his advice which he hoped would
do good to them.

Gandhiji assured them that though they were labourers of today, he
was a labourer for the last 20 years. Though he practised as a lawyer he
always lived with labourers and lived like them.

Gandhiji was presented with donations amounting to Rs. 50 at the
station.

The Bombay Chronicle, 11-6-1934

82. TO MAHAGUJARAT

No one has expressed any disapproval of the pilgrimage on
foot. But there is some discontent in all the provinces. Every-
one wants to take me from one town to another. But I am really
tired of travelling by train and car. We are sprawling in a field
at the moment. We have the sky above and the earth below. We
are about fifty persons here, perhaps more, but not less. We are so
far removed from trains and cars that we hear no sound of them at
all. Itisno small matter to come in contact with the villagers and
know the Harijans in the countryside. The Harijans of the village
have their meals in our kitchen every day. At night there are
‘magic lantern’ lectures by Gopabandhu Babu. Our girls go
to the Harijan colony every day. Five girls from Rama Devi’s
Ashram walk in front. They ask for no amenities. On their
own they get up at three in the morning and set out. They
work hard throughout the day. If I live like this I feel that
untouchability would be soon wiped out. Even if this calcula-
tion turns out to be wrong, it can be said about this activity
that “no effort undertaken is lost, there is no fear of failure.
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Even a little of this righteous course delivers one from great
fear™.1

This is a first-hand experience. But how would [our] col-
leagues in other provinces believe it? How would they be con-
vinced of the maxim that the universe is the reflection of our
own selves? Bengal swallowed a bitter pill. It gave all its time to
Utkal. And now I hear that our colleagues in Bengal are
planning pilgrimages on foot in several places. No such thing is
known to be happening anywhere else. Why not? If such
pilgrimages are undertaken in good faith and in a spirit of sacri-
fice, how long can untouchability last? But how can such faith
be created among our colleagues?

Hence, we will have to go round in the other provinces as
best as we can. Camping in one place also seems to be a diffi-
cult proposition but our colleagues must bear with this much
at least. Let people from the whole province come wherever I
camp. Let them meet, exchange ideas and bring purses by way
of expiation from their places—I want copper coins from
many, not silver from a few. Untouchability will not be wiped
out with the help of rupees. I have never heard of anyone’s
heart being melted because of money. If an individual’s dona-
tion is the token of his change of heart, it would not help the
Harijans but will help those who consider themselves caste
Hindus. Hence, I expect the people of Gujarat, Kathiawar and
Cutch

l. to know that this activity is purely religious;

2. to mix with the people and, facing all opposition, give
them the message of removal of untouchability;

3. to collect individual donations if they are offered by
way of expiation—and not for my sake;

4, to come and see me after cleansing their heart of all the
impurities and freeing yourselves from selfishness and feelings of
hatred and jealousy.

5. Even in Ahmedabad do not insist on taking me round.
Let me sit in one place, wherever it may be. There is a tele-
gram from Kathiawar full of woes. They demand two days for
Kathiawar. Their demand is justified. Right now I am not
able to find any solution. But something would have been decided
by the time this is printed. @My mind prompts me to keep
touring in this very place. But I am aware that it is not neces-

1 Bhagavad Gita, 1. 40
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sarily one’s duty to follow one’s inclination. One has to go
against the promptings of the mind too. As Mirabai has said:
By a delicate string the Lord holds me;
He can pull me as He wills.
[From Gujarati]
Harijanbandhu, 10-6-1934

83. MESSAGE TO WAR RESISTERS’ INTERNATIONAL

As AT WARDHA,
Fune 10, 1934

DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter. Believers in peace and non-vio-
lence dare not look for immediate tangible results. Patience—
infinite—is the characteristic of non-violence, impatience, of vio-
lence. Let them also know that non-violence is not a passive
state. Concentration on it sets free the most active forces in the
world.

Yours sincerely,

From a photostat: G.N. 9751. Also C.W. 6285. Courtesy: Mirabehn

84. LETTER T0 K. M. MUNSHI
Fune 10, 1934

BHAI MUNSHI,

Let us see how much so many of you lawyers collect.

I hope the meeting for swadeshi will not clash with the time
for the meeting of the Parliamentary Board. I will keep myself
ready to answer all the arguments and to explain my plan. But
I don’t know whether I shall be able to convince the people.

Earn as much as you wish without sacrificing truth, but
spend on vyourself as if you had nothing of your own.

Blessings from
Baru

Suri K. M. MunsHIi, ADVOCATE
Ripce Roap, MaraBar HiLL
BoMBAY

From Gujarati: C.W. 7543. Courtesy: K. M. Munshi



85. LETTER TO PARIKSHITLAL L. MAJMUDAR
Fune 11, 1934

BHAI PARIKSHITLAL,

My congratulations to you on your being assaulted.! Go
on writing to the officers [about the incident]. Can a protest
meeting not be held in Baroda and Navsari? It was not you
but the Harijans who were assaulted. You should not, therefore,
have the slightest hesitation in taking whatever measures may be
necessary.

I understand about Bhavnagar. It must be given two full
days, otherwise the work there cannot be completed. In Ahmeda-
bad a car will have to be used for all movement. I have not
been able to go as far as renouncing completely the use of a
car. But the fact that you had such fear made me happy.

Blessings from
Baru

SyT. PARIRKSHITLAL MAJMUDAR
HArRjAN ASHRAM
SABARMATI

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 34001. Also C.W. 115. Courtesy:
Parikshitlal L. Majmudar

86. LETTER TO BRIJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA
Fune 11, 1934

CHI. BRIJKRISHNA,

Your letter.

Shall I entrust the Harijanshala to you on a salary of
Rs. 25?7  Or shall I send you on the same salary to a village for
the charkha work? Will you learn the technique of the charkha?
I can also send you to the Sabarmati Harijan Ashram on Rs. 10

1 The addressee, Secretary, Gujarat branch of the Harijan Sevak Sangh,
was mistaken for a Harijan at a village in Baroda State. He was beaten up
for drinking water from a parab, a place on public road to supply water to
thirsty people.
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a month. Do you feel yourself up to it? In these matters I am
growing more exacting. In no other way can untouchability
be eradicated or the charkha established. What more? Ponder
over it and let me know.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 2413

87. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

WARDHA,
Fune 12, 1934

CHI. NARANDAS,

I got all your letters. But I could get no time at all to reply
to them. Today I woke up at one and started writing.

You have taken up a good job indeed there. We are faced
with such difficult moral problems here that I miss you very
much. Since, however, you have undertaken the present work
with my consent, I can do nothing for some time. You must
be permitted to continue your experiment. I am not quite
happy that the place is Rajkot. But since you yourself see no
difficulty in that, I don’t worry. My faith rests on yours.

I assume that you will see me either in Ahmedabad or Bhav-
nagar. Would you like to have Prema or Gangabehn with you
there ?

. .1 has fallen once again, and this time very low indeed.
He must leave this place now. The final decision will be made
today. Some other moral lapses also have been discovered. I
don’t write about them here for want of time. Vinoba has
undertaken a seven-day fast. It has been decided that Vinoba
should live here now, but that will not be enough. He must
have somebody like you to help him. Can you make any use-
ful suggestion in this connection?

And now about Jamnadas. His complaint is completely un-
justified. But there is no remedy for a suspicious nature. I have
always given him help or advice whenever he sought either. I
have given him advice even without his seeking it. Jamnadas can
say that I have neglected him only if you also can make that
complaint. When I have no doubt as to the correctness of the

I The name has been omitted.
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course he is following and no advice to give, why need I write
unnecessarily? Whenever he asked me to take him with me
on my travels I did so. If he didn’t learn anything, how could
I help that? What work could I give to anybody who accom-
panied me only occasionally as he did?

This time there are so many persons wanting to accompany
me that it is a problem how to take them all. I certainly don’t
require all of them. If, now, Jamnadas also comes, he cannot
but be superfluous. And I, too, would be busy with problems
connected with my own work. This is the position. If you can
understand him, [try to advise him and] guide him properly.
If he would let me guide him, I am ready to do so. I would
assign him a village and put it under his sole charge. Would
he go to Pheenix? Can’t he do some work under you? Why
can’t he run the school after you have put it on a sound founda-
tion? Or why doesn’t he go somewhere to improve his health?
Would he like to go to Almora? Does he know his own mind?
Does he want to marry? You can show this letter to him.

I have been thinking about Sharma. He has decided to
adopt a simple life and live with Ramdas. He wants to take the
latter to Pheenix. Some decision will be taken today. Jamna owes
me one letter.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I. Also C.W. 8402. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

88. LETTER TO M. R. MASANI
Fune 14, 1934

MY DEAR MASANI,

I have read the questions you left with me as also the Con-
gress Socialist Party’s programme.

I welcome the rise of the Socialist Party in the Congress. But
I can’t say that I like the programme as it appears in the
printed pamphlet. It seems to me to ignore Indian condi-
tions and I do not like the assumption underlying many of its
propositions which go to show that there is necessarily anta-
gonism between the classes and the masses or between the labour-
ers and the capitalists, such that they can never work for
mutual good. My own experience covering a fairly long period



76 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

is to the contrary. = What is necessary is that labourers or
workers should know their rights and should also know how to
assert them. And since there never has been any right with-
out a corresponding duty, in my opinion a manifesto is in-
complete without emphasizing the necessity of performance of
duty and showing what that duty is.

You would not want me at this stage to examine your pro-
gramme clause by clause, but if you so desire and if you do not
mind consulting my convenience, I would appoint for you a
time when I could discuss with you, and those whom you may
wish, the whole of your programme in detail.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GaNDHI
From a photostat: G.N. 4126. Also C.W. 4884. Courtesy: M. R. Masani

89. LETTER TO PRABHASHANKAR PATTANI

BomBay!,

Fune 14, 1934
SUJNA BHAISHRI,

I got both your letters. Your convenience and wish will
be my wish. I understand your problems. Leave all the ar-
rangements to the Reception Committee and be content with
what you may have to do to facilitate its work. This will not
show that your love for me has diminished. = One is not always
in a position to demonstrate one’s love. More when we meet.

Yours,
MOHANDAS

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5933. Also C.W. 3249. Courtesy:
Mahesh P. Pattani

1 In the source, this is not in Gandhiji’s handwriting.



90. INTERVIEW TO MEMBERS OF HARIFAN
SEVAK SANGH!

BoMmBay,
Fune 14, 1934

The first work done by Gandhiji on arrival was to meet the members?
of the Provincial Sangh. Sheth Mathuradas after introducing the mem-
bers gave a resume of their work. The Sangh spends well in scholarships
and runs three chawls providing accommodation for nearly 200 families. In
answer to the question what more was to be done by the Sangh, Gandhiji
told the members that, whilst he held temple-entry to be an integral
part of the programme, he would like them to concentrate their atten-
tion on the education of the savarna Hindus as to the scope of the work and
the necessity of removal of the evil. This work should be done by purely
voluntary workers of recognized status. The other thing was extension of
constructive work. He would like to see a decent eating-house run by the
Sangh where Harijans could feel they could go without the slightest re-
straint. A well-managed eating-house could become a centre of culture for
the Harijans and an object lesson to all showing that Harijans had eating
habits as clean as those of the average savarna Hindus. It was true that some
of them were not cleanly dressed. But they were no more likely to wvisit
these places than the numerous equally dirtily dressed savarna Hindus. The
two things he mentioned were only by way of illustration. If they would have
an exhaustive census of all the Harijans in Bombay and have a catalogue
of their disabilities due to untouchability, they could prepare a definite pro-
gramme of work. Gandhiji expected the Sangh to approach the Bombay
Corporation in the many matters in which it alone could render effective
help.3

Mahatma Gandhi, after some discussion, expressed appreciation of the
action of the Bombay Board in renting three Improvement Trust chawls and
giving them for the use of Harijans. He also desired that the Local Board
should exert its influence with Hindu landlords to see that they let out
their houses for Harijans, and also persuade Hindu owners of restaurants

1 This and the following item have been extracted from ‘‘Weekly Letter”.
2 Sheth Mathuradas, Dahanukar, Avantikabai Gokhale, Hansa Mehta,

V. L. Mehta, P. Baloo, Narayan Kajoolkar, Dr. Solanki, S. K. Bole, J. K.
Mehta and K. L. Jhaveri

3 What follows is reproduced from The Bombay Chronicle.
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to remove the bar on Harijans. Mahatmaji asked the Board to persuade
individual Hindus to engage Harijans as domestic servants and employees
in offices. He impressed upon the Board the fact that while everywhere he
found little hostility to the cause of removal of untouchability there was
everywhere indifference and inertia. He wanted the Harijan Sangh to fight
this inertia. He also promised to give sympathetic consideration in regard
to the allocation of the collections and make his recommendation to the
Board.!

In answer to a question, Gandhiji said Harijan work had nothing to do
with politics. The Sangh approached it purely from the religious and the
social standpoint. The Sangh was, therefore, open to all. Indeed, he would
like all the offices to be filled by non-Congressmen, if they would come.
Congressmen should take pride in working under them. This work of mighty
reform in Hinduism could not be a monopoly of any party or group. He was
glad to be able to say that during his tour he had found in many places
that Government were working unstintingly under non-Congressmen.

Harjjan, 29-6-1934; also The Bombay Chronicle, 15-6-1934

91. INTERVIEW TO MEMBERS OF GANDHI SEVA SENA

BowMmBay,
Fune 14, 1934

The next appointment was with the sisters led by Shrimati Gosibehn
Captain. They had a great deal of silent service to their credit. But Gosi-
behn would not detain Gandhiji with a recital of those services. She wanted
him to speak to the lukewarm, of whom she said they had their fair share.
That gave Gandhiji the opportunity of speaking to them on the necessity
of dealing with the root evil. What were the weak of body to do? Gandhiji
said it was easy enough for such to do one thing. They could keep a Hari-
jan boy or girl to serve them. Given the change of heart and willingness
to serve, there was limitless scope for all to serve. What were the women
to do where the elders were opposed to the reform ? For them no doubt the
difficulty was great. But so was the opportunity for work. They had to
commence with the conversion of their elders, and this they could do by
gentleness and firmness. They must be prepared to suffer for their convic-
tions. Character played a great part in every movement of reform. Only the
pure of heart could touch the hearts of their neighbours.2

1 The Bombay Provincial Board had requested Gandhiji to get the
Central Board to permit them to retain 75 per cent of the collections made in
Bombay instead of 50.

2 What follows is reproduced from The Bombay Chronicle.
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Mahatma Gandhi in the course of his address advised women to take
an increasing interest in the work for the uplift of Harijans and spread

knowledge about health, hygiene and cleanliness among the Harijan women-
folk.

Harijan, 29-6-1934; also The Bombay Chronicle, 15-6-1934

92. NOTES

Tue ‘J. K. WELL Funp’!

I can easily emphasize the appeal made by Thakkar Bapa,
published in the last issue of the Harijan, asking for donations to a
fund for constructing wells for Harijans. In walking through the
Puri and Cuttack Districts, I have observed scarcity of water
almost everywhere, and the reader can imagine the plight of
Harijans when there is scarcity all over. This is a charity to
which all sanatanist reformers and others can subscribe; and
let it be remembered that, whilst unreasoned prejudice may
prevent Harijans from making use of one of the primary necessities
of life, every well constructed for the use of these will relieve not
only their distress but will add to the general supply of water.
All wells constructed for the sake of Harijans will be available
to all who care to make use of them. I hope, therefore, that

there will be a generous response to the appeal made by
Thakkar Bapa.

A RicuTt STEP

The C.P. Government deserves congratulations for an-
nouncing that henceforth the so-called Depressed Classes are to be
known as Harijans, and criminal tribes as wandering tribes. Both
the names ‘Depressed Classes’ and ‘criminal tribes’ were cer-
tainly offensive. And let us hope that the other Governments will
copy the good example set by the C.P. Government.

Harijan, 15-6-1934

1' A gentleman who wanted to remain anonymous had donated in
June 1933 a sum of Rs. 25,000 to be paid in instalments of Rs. 2,000 per
month for constructing wells for Harijans all over the country. The amount
was called under this name after it was fully paid up.



93. HARIJAN v. NON-HARIFAN

“Rather than do constructive work among Harijans, will it
not be better to create intense dissatisfaction amongst them with
their condition and thus promote such self-help as they can generate
among themselves ? Itis no use your trying to convert the savarnas.”
This was one of the questions that was asked at a meeting
of workers. As it is an important question, it is as well to give
the gist of the answer given by me at the meeting. The question
betrays ignorance of the whole scope of the movement. To
create dissatisfaction among the Harijans can bring no imme-
diate relief to them and can only tend to perpetuate a vicious
division amongst Hindus. The object of the movementis to do
away with this utterly unnatural division and to secure for
Harijans the simple justice to which they are entitled at the
hands of savarna Hindus. Thus the movement is one of repent-
ance and reparation. Hence it is confined, on the one hand,
to constructive work among Harijans and, on the other, to con-
version of savarnas by persuasion, arguments and, above all, by
correct conduct on the part of the reformers. If the latter have
gentleness, forbearance and patience, what is scoffed at as
irreligion by sanatanists will presently be regarded as the essence
of religion. Has not Manu said, “Know that to be dharma
which is generally observed by the learned, the good and those
who are free from passion and hate and which is felt in one’s
heart’’? If, therefore, the reformers possess the qualities insist-
ed upon by Manu, there will be no doubt whatsoever that the
hearts of the sanatanists will respond. Whether they do or not,
the service rendered to suppressed humanity by reformers will
be a substantial contribution to human progress and will be its
own reward. It will certainly find honourable mention in God’s
eternal book of life.

Another question discussed was, “Do you not think that the
improvement of the condition of starving peasants is more im-
portant than the service of Harijans? Will you not, therefore,
form peasant organizations which will naturally include Hari-
jans in so far as their economic condition is concerned?”’

I wish that what the questioner says were true. Unfortu-
nately, the betterment of the economic condition of peasants
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will not necessarily include the betterment of that of the Harijans.
The peasant who is not a Harijan can rise as high as he likes
or opportunity permits him, but not so the poor suppressed Hari-
jan. The latter cannot own and use land as freely as the savarna
peasant. He cannot command the labour that he needs. In many
places he cannot even buy the seed he requires. And as-
sume for one moment that the Harijan peasant is able to better
his economic condition equally with the non-Harijan. Even so,
he will still labour under the numerous social disabilities he was
labouring under before. Only, because of the very betterment,
he will feel them much more keenly than when he wasa pau-
per. Therefore, a special organization for the service of Hari-
jans is a peremptory want in order to deal with the special and
peculiar disabilities of Harijans. Substantial improvement of these,
the lowest strata of society, must include that of the whole
of society. Moreover, the ordinary peasant is by no means
neglected. For instance, the All-India Spinners’ Association is
solely engaged in bettering the peasant’s economic condition by
educating him to add a handicraft to husbandry and thus have
an automatic insurance against famine and always a substan-
tial addition to his scanty income.

Harijan, 15-6-1934

94. SPEECH AT WOMEN’S MEETING, BOMBAY!

Fune 15, 1934

Gandhiji, at the outset, asked his audience if he was sufficiently audible
and the ladies occupying the balconies replied cheerfully they were able to
hear him. . . .

In the course of his address to them, Gandhiji said that he was glad
he was speaking to women before he would speak to the men, for women
were superior to men in faith and love, and his battle would be more than
half won if he could enlist their whole-hearted support. He hoped that the
women of Bombay would rise to the occasion. Women held the key posi-
tion in society and it would be a tragedy if they blocked the path of reform.

Untouchability had its origin not in religion, but in mere pride of race
and the tendency of the strong to keep down the weak. It had persisted
so long because Harijans were cut off from all contact and consigned to the
worst places. If, however, they were allowed freely to mix with all classes
of society and to practise all professions on a footing of equality, we would

1 The first and last paragraphs are from The Bombay Chronicle.
58-6
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in a few years be surprised that they should ever have been looked down
upon.

The reformer’s was an uphill task, as we had imported religion into un-
touchability.  Sacrifice was essential; but service was impossible without
sacrifice, and no sacrifice could be too great to be offered in order to wipe
out the deep and long-standing stain of untouchability.

Appealing for funds, Gandhiji hastened to clear any impression in
their minds that he was collecting money always. He was there to ask for
the support of the women of Bombay for the cause of Harijans, which was
dearer to him than anything else. Before they paid the money, they should
realize that they were paying for what they had done or allowed to be done
in the past.

Harijan, 29-6-1934; also The Bombay Chronicle, 16-6-1934

95. INTERVIEW TO B. R. AMBEDKAR

Bomeay,
Fune 16, 1934
In the afternoon Dr. Ambedkar interviewed Gandhiji along with Dr.
Solanki and other friends! of his. Gandhiji asked Dr. Ambedkar for a criticism
of the work of the Harijan Sevak Sangh. The worthy Doctor suggested
that the Sangh might economize on education and medical relief, as these
were attended to by Government and there was a risk of duplication of effort
in these matters. Again, education, in the first place, only benefited the
individual; whether it would benefit society or not would depend upon
what attitude the educated individual took up towards society. He would
like the Sangh to concentrate on the primary object of securing full civic
rights for Harijans, such as the right to draw water from public wells and
to send children to public schools, without any discrimination being exer-
cised against them. As regards cases of maltreatment of Harijans by villagers,
such as those adduced by Dr. Ambedkar, Gandhiji said the Sangh was
bound to deal with them. In fact, steps had actually been taken in
numerous cases with more or less success. But in future Gandhiji would be
glad if the Doctor was good enough to send him full facts about every
incident of that description. In course of his tour of villages he had noticed
that a change for the better was coming over them, but progress in that
direction would be accelerated if he had the Doctor’s valued co-operation.
As regards education, Gandhiji did not think there was overlapping. In fact,
the Sangh was unable to cope with the whole demand, as the right type
of teachers were not readily available.

Harijan, 29-6-1934
1 G. V. Naik, Amritrao Khambe and Baburao Gaekwad



96. SPEECH AT MEETING OF CONGRESS
PARLIAMENTARY BOARD, BOMBAY

Fune 16, 1934

After his consultation! Gandhiji addressed the Board in a speech which

is described as one of the most moving and earnest speeches that he has ever

delivered. The main trend of the speech was that the Congress claimed to

stand for the Muslims as well as the Hindus and the Sikhs and other com-

munities and that, therefore, nothing should be done that would have the

effect of making the Muslims feel that the Congress had departed from that
position.

The majority of the Muslims had accepted the Communal Award. It

was their duty to bring about such a voluntary settlement of the Communal

Award as would satisfy all communities. They should not go to a third

party to secure a modification of the Award. So long, however, as a volun-
tary settlement was not brought about, it would be betrayal of the Mus-
lims to shake their confidence in the Congress by taking up a position of
uncompromising opposition to their view of the Communal Award.

The Bombay Chronicle, 17-6-1934

1 With M. M. Malaviya who, along with M. S. Aney and some other
members, had been pleading for the rejection of the Communal Award by
the Parliamentary Board which met in Mani Bhuvan on June 15 and 16.
The nationalist Muslims had been supporting the view of the Ranchi Con-
ference, that the Award should be neither accepted nor rejected, until an
agreement was brought about between Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs. The
Board, therefore, sought Gandhiji’s advice. The Congress Working Committee,
which met in Mani Bhuvan on June 17 at the Parliamentary Board’s

request, accepted Gandhiji’s view. For the Working Committee Resolution,
vide Appendix II.
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97. SPEECH AT AZAD MAIDAN, BOMBAY!
Fune 16, 1934

I am thankful to you who have taken the trouble to attend
this meeting, the continuous downpour of rain notwithstand-
ing. But, fortunately, it has ceased to rain just at this moment, and
let me deliver briefly my message to you before it recommences.

I must confess it was with great hesitation that I decid-
ed to come to Bombay. For one thing, the labourers in the
local mills are at present on strike. I call myself a labourer
and, ever since I was in South Africa, I have tried to live a
labourer’s life, with considerable success. You can, there-
fore, easily realize how deeply I sympathize with workers in their
distress. My sympathy is, if possible, all the greater, because there
are large numbers of Harijans among them. I believe I have
some ability as a peacemaker in industrial disputes, but I am
sorry I cannot use it in the present case for reasons I need not
explain here. Of course, I have no direct contact with labour
here and less, perhaps, with their leaders. Then, again, trade in
Bombay has not yet emerged out of the valley of depression,
and only recently you have made a handsome contribution to
the Bihar Relief Fund.

I cannot set much store by your purse of Rs. 39,000,
which, as the Chairman has said, might go up to Rs. 50,000.
You have always showered upon me your love as well as your
gold. But there is an essential difference between this purse and
the funds you have raised on other occasions. Your Harijan
purse is part of your penance for our maltreatment of Harijans.
If the payment is not a token of such penance, it is absolutely
worthless in my estimation. And if it is penance, you give to
the utmost of your ability. Indeed, I know of a friend who has
given up certain necessary articles of food ever since my fast?

1 This appeared under the title ‘At the Maidan” with the following intro-
ductory note by Valji G. Desai: “On 16th instant, punctually at the adver-
tised time, Gandhiji came in spite of rain to address the public meeting.
Sheth Mathuradas [Vissanji, Chairman Harijan Sevak Sangh] presided.
The following is the substance of his speech.”

2 From May 8 to 29, 1933, undertaken ‘“for the purification of self and
associates”; vide Vol. LV, pp. 74-5.
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and has thus been able regularly to remit two rupees and four
annas every month. This two rupees is more valuable than
Rs. 2,000 of a wealthy person. Even a cowrie honestly acquired
and sincerely given is a pearl beyond price.

I am certain that we shall be blotted out of the Book of
Life, if we do not completely destroy untouchability while still
there is time. I do not know of a sin more heinous than that
in the whole catalogue of sins, for it is practised in the name of
religion. It is one thing to fall because we are weak; it is an-
other thing altogether to fall and to imagine at the same time
that we are rising. How can we dare to treat our brothers,
every whit as good as ourselves, as untouchables by birth? You
must have heard about Shri Parikshitlal, the indefatigable Hari-
jan servant, who drank water at a parab and then went to Hari-
jan quarters. For this he was severely beaten by a Hindu cons-
table in Baroda State.!  This shows you cannot distinguish
between a Harijan and a non-Harijan. It also shows that, if you
are a Harijan, you are done for. You may not expect justice.
You have no right even to quench your thirst. What a hue
and cry would have been raised, if a political worker had been
lathi-charged by the police? But neither we here nor the people
in Baroda State seem to have raised their voice against the treat-
ment accorded to Shri Parikshitlal.

It will not do to say that Harijans eat carrion, drink
liquor and have dirty habits. What else can we expect if we
segregate them and kick them at every step? We keep them in
places unfit even for cattle, and then affect surprise if they de-
velop any bad habits. But are we prepared to consider them as
part and parcel of our society if they shed all evil habits? The
fact is we must bear with them and try to improve them. My
heart wept within me when I observed the housing condi-
tions of the Harijan employees of Bombay Municipality. Bombay
is beautiful, indeed, but wherein does its beauty consist—in
Malabar Hill or in the Kachrapatti at Mahalakshmi? I tell you
we can live in equanimity on the Ridge only after decent
housing conditions have been secured for these Harijans. And
the expenditure involved in this modest programme is a mere
flea-bite for a Municipality, which counts its income in crores,
and for the citizens of no mean city who once gave away 43
lakhs of rupees in a single month. I beseech you to have a
look at the plague-spots in Bombay and to move the Munici-

1 Vide also p. 73.
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pality to deal with them at once. How would you like to live
near a sewer even for a single day?

If you go to Walpakhadi, you will have an opportunity of
seeing what a change for the better can be brought about by a
handful of workers like Shri Purushottamdas, Shri Morarji Sheth and
Shri Sopariwala. Even their work is not perfect, but it looms large
in our horizon, as there is little like it besides. It is easy to
criticize workers and to say, for instance, that the members of
the Provincial Board sit in armchairs all day long and should,
therefore, be driven out of office. We love to criticize, but we
do not know how to galvanize our organizations to activity.
We never offer them our services, and without thus offering our
services we have no right to pass mere destructive criticism. I
freely admit that there is much room for improvement in the
Sangh’s work. But they are working honestly and to the best
of their capacity. We must appreciate their work, and then sug-
gest fresh lines of activity, such as, for example, establishment of
an eating-house where Harijans would be served with respect in
common with the rest of the citizens. I may say in passing that
for people thus to sit in a line at dinner is not inter-dining. I
therefore hope that everyone of you will co-operate with the
Sangh and thus increase its capacity for usefulness. And you
must not say that you are unfit to render service. If only you
have love for the cause, everything else will be easy.!

Harijan, 29-6-1934

98. TELEGRAM TO PURUSHOTTAMDAS TANDON?

[On or after fune 16, 1934]3
IF  CONGRESSMEN  ELECT  YOU KNOWING  YOUR  VIEWS
THERE IS NO LEGAL BAR  AGAINST HOLDING  OFFICE.

The Bombay Chronicle, 26-6-1934

1 At the conclusion of the meeting, Gandhiji auctioned several articles
which were presented to him.

2 & 3 The telegram was in reply to the addressee’s dated June 16, 1934,
which read: ‘Regarding the Working Committee resolution expecting the
Congress workers to render assistance to the Parliamentary Board kindly
wire opinion whether those Congressmen who refuse to take part in elections
should remain on Congress executive bodies.”



99. TELEGRAM TO V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI
[On or before Fune 17, 1934]

JUST READ SAD NEWS2Z  SUCH WAS GOD’S  WILL. I
KNOW  YOU WILL BEAR THE LOSS BRAVELY.

The Hindu, 18-6-1934

100. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

Fune 17, 1954
CHI. AMTUSSALAAM,

Have patience. If possible, I will certainly take you to
Poona with me. But patience you should have.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 309

101. INTERVIEW TO ALL-INDIA SWADESHI
LEAGUE DEPUTATION?

BomBAYy,

[ Fune 17, 1934]*

During the last few months, Mr. Gandhi has been approached by seve-
ral workers in swadeshi for a comprehensive definition of ‘swadeshi’ for their
guidance. In trying to prepare an exhaustive definition and in the course of
discussion with co-workers in the extreme South, he discovered that such a
definition was almost impossible—it was a spirit that was growing and under-
going variations daily. He suggested the following workable formula for
the guidance of the All-India Swadeshi League and kindred organizations:

1 The telegram was published under the date-line, ‘“‘Coimbatore, June
17, 1934”.

2 Of the death of addressee’s wife

3 It consisted of Lalubhai Samaldas, K. M. Munshi, Mrs. Raiji, J. A. D.
Naoroji, S. A. Brelvi, Vaikunth L. Mehta, B. G. Kher, Maganlal, Purushottam-
das and Dhirajlal Modi.

4 From The Bombay Chronicle
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“For purposes of the All-India Swadeshi League, swadeshi
covers useful articles manufactured in India through small
industries which are in need of popular education for their
support and which will accept the guidance of the All-India
Swadeshi League in regulating prices and in the matter of
wages and welfare of labour under their control. Swadeshi will,
therefore, exclude articles manufactured through large and organ-
ized industries which are in no need of services of the All-India
Swadeshi League and which can or do command State aid.”

My formula as stated clearly is for the guidance of the
Swadeshi League. It does not purport to cover the whole field
of swadeshi. It is only by way of suggestion to the League to
restrict the scope of its work to the encouragement and propa-
gation of minor, particularly home industries to the exclusion
of major organized ones. The object of making this suggestion
is not to decry major industries or to ignore the benefit those
industries have bestowed and in future may bestow on the coun-
try. But a body like the Swadeshi League need not become
self-appointed advertising agents of those industries as it has
hitherto been. They have ample resources at their command
and they are well able to take care of themselves. The spirit
of swadeshi has been sufficiently generated and it helps them
without any effort of swadeshi organizations. These, if they
are to be useful, have to concentrate their attention on the
struggling industries. Any attempt to advertise the wares of
large organized industries can only result in sending up the pri-
ces. This will be unjust to the consumer. It is a waste of
effort to bring into being a philanthropic organization to help a
successful business organization. We may not delude ourselves
by the wish and belief that our efforts have helped the growth
and advancement of those industries. It will be cheap self-satis-
faction not substantiated by facts. I recall a conversation I had
with Fazalbhai in 1920, when I was on the eve of launching
movement for swadeshi. He characteristically said to me: ‘If
you Congressmen become advertising agents of ours, you will do
no good to the country except to put a premium on our wares
and raise the prices of our manufacturers.’” His argument was
sound. But he was nonplussed when I informed him that our
object was to encourage hand-spun and hand-woven khadi
which had been woefully neglected and which needed to be
revived if starving unemployed millions were to be served. But
khaddar is not the only such struggling industry. I therefore
suggest you direct your attention and efforts to all small-scale
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minor unorganized industries that are today in need of public
support. They may be wiped out if no effort is made in their
behalf. Some of these are being pushed back by large-scale
industries which flood the markets with their manufactures. It
is these that cry for your help.

Take the sugar industry. The largest major industry next
to textile is that of the manufacture of sugar. It stands in no need
of our assistance. Sugar factories are fast multiplying. Popular
agencies have done little to help the growth of this industry. It is
indebted for its growth to favourable legislation. And today the
industry is so prosperous and expanding that production of
jaggery is becoming a thing of the past. It is admittedly supe-
rior to refined sugar in its nutritive value. It is this very valu-
able cottage industry that cries out for your help. This, by it-
self, furnishes a large scope for research and substantial help. We
have to investigate ways and means of keeping it alive.  This is
but an illustration of what I mean. I have no doubt in my
mind that we add to national wealth, if we help small-scale in-
dustries. I have no doubt also that true swadeshi consists in en-
couraging and reviving these home industries. That alone can
help the dumb millions. It also provides an outlet for creative
faculties and resourcefulness of the people. It can usefully employ
hundreds of youths in the country who are in need of employ-
ment. It may harness all the energy that at present runs
to waste. I do not want anyone of those who are engaged in
more remunerative occupations to leave them and take to minor
industries just as I did with regard to the spinning-wheel. I
would ask only those who suffer from unemployment and penury
to take to some of these industries and add a little to their
slender resources.

It will thus be seen that the change in activity that I have
suggested to you does in no way conflict with the interests of
major industries. I want to say only this much: Treat your
national servants well, restrict your activities to minor indus-
tries and let major ones help themselves as they are doing
today. Minor industries, I conceive, will not replace major
ones but will supplement them. Of large industries, I even
aspire to induce owners to take interest in this work, which is
purely humanitarian. I am a well-wisher of the mill-owners, too,
and they will bear me out when I say that I have not failed
to help them when I could.

The Hindu, 26-7-1934; also The Bombay Chronicle, 18-6-1934



102. LETTER TO MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA!
Fune 18, 1934

BHAI SAHEB,

I was deeply pained by what Jamnalalji told me today.
What you have not done throughout your life, how will you
do it today? This is not possible. Please give up the idea [of
resigning] and listen to your friend. There can be no unto-
ward result at all. Please come over to Poona. We shall talk
over the matter there.

Yours,
MOHANDAS
[From Hindi]

Reminiscences of Gandhiji, p. 209

103. LETTER TO M. S. ANEY
June 18, 1934

DEAR BAPUJI ANEY?,

You dare not resign. And in any case not without a pro-
per fight with me. I would undertake to prove to you that
by remaining in both the Committees you will do no violence
to your principle.3

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI
Reminiscences of Gandhiji, p. 209

I Abul Kalam Azad, Dr. B. C. Roy and Jamnalal Bajaj met Gandhiji
early in the morning in connection with the reported intention of M. S. Aney
and M. M. Malaviya to resign from the Congress as a protest against the
Working Committee’s resolution on the Communal Award (vide Appendix II).
Gandhiji, who was observing silence, gave them this and the following letter
to be delivered to the addressees.

2 Popularly known as Loknayak Bapuji Aney

3 Vide also the preceding item.
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104. SILENCE DAY NOTES!

Fune 18, 1934

It is painful, but if it must happen it must be endured. The
Congress will survive the shock.

I am quite clear in my mind that the elections must be
faced. Such a big organization as the Congress cannot allow
its fate to be decided by purely personal considerations. I anti-
cipate no untoward results, if we regulate our work resolutely,
calmly and honestly.

I am certain that nothing else can be done now. I cannot
measure the amount of damage that it will do to the coun-
try if we retrace our steps now. Whatever it is, we cannot put
a stop to this at this stage.?

You, the members of the Parliamentary Board, who are
here (in Bombay) may meet once again, and if you arrive at the
conclusion that if these two resignations stand, it would be
impossible to proceed with the election work, you may advise
the Working Committee accordingly. I am firm in my opi-

nion expressed to you; but it has no value, because I have not
to run the elections.

Reminiscences of Gandhiji, pp. 209-10

1 According to the source, these were written after Abul Kalam Azad,
Dr. B. C. Roy and Jamnalal Bajaj had reported to Gandhiji at about 10.30
a.m. that Aney and Madan Mohan Malaviya were not prepared to with-
draw their resignations; vide also the two preceding items.

2 The source has this paragraph in Hindi. According to Chandra-
shankar Shukla, what follows was written when ‘‘Bhulabhai Desai, who had
just dropped in, strongly supported the plea of the other three leaders”.

91



105. LETTER TO JAMNABEHN GANDHI

June 18, 1934

CHI. JAMNA,
I got your letter. I didn’t get the previous one. But
Prithuraj tells me that it was given to me. You have not said
in your letter how you are faring. I cannot write more just

now,
Blessings from

Baru
From Gujarati: C.W. 885. Courtesy: Narandas Gandhi

106. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

BowmBAy,
Fune 18, 1934

CHI. NARANDAS,

I got your letters. But how could I get the time to reply
to them immediately?

Jamnalalji’s dissatisfaction with Keshu is increasing. The
latter has not arrived here yet. I can’t say what he will do. Tell
Santok as much as you think advisable. I will write more
when I get time.

We shall talk about Wardha, etc., when you come and see
me at some place. A letter for Jamnadas is enclosed. It is
difficult to know how to please him. If you can bring him along
with you, do so. I think he will listen to you.

I will have a further talk with Dr. Sharma when he
comes to Poona. Amtussalaam has been operated upon for
piles. She is in Dr. Mehta’s hospital. I met Amina and Qureshi.
Qureshi will come to Ahmedabad.

I will speak to Mathuradas Sheth or write to him after-
wards. Manilal will not pay the subscription. It is about
clearance time now, and so I don’t write more.

Blessings from
Bapu

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I. Also C.W. 8403. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi
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107. LETTER TO VIDYA R. PATEL
Fune 18, 1934

CHI. VIDYA,

I hope you are keeping your promise. You should never
cry but should always be smiling, should work hard and not
worry about marrying. You should tell yourself that you will
marry when God sends a suitable young man. One who is al-
ways absorbed in work is never troubled by other thoughts.
Write to me from time to time.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 9586. Courtesy: Ravindra R. Patel

108. TELEGRAM TO HIRALAL SHARMA!

Poona,
Fune 20, 1934
SHARMA
CARE ‘“‘SHREE”
BoMmBAY

FIVE MORNING PARNAKUTI.
Baru

From a facsimile: Bapuki Chhayamen Mere fivanke Solah Varsha, 1932-48,
facing p. 73

1 The addressee had sought an appointment with Gandhiji on June 21,
1934, to discuss with him Ramdas’s treatment.
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109. LETTER TO MIRABEHN!
June 20, 1934

CHI. MIRA,

What a parting! It was a chilly parting. But I know that
I shall never have deeper or richer yet unselfish affection be-
stowed upon me. That very affection has embarrassed me. But
that is a passing phase. May God keep you and bless your
effort. You will stay out as long as necessary and return as
soon as you can.

Give my love to the sage and his sister?2. You will not fail
to see Efy3. My love to her and all the other friends.

I hope your things came in quite in time.

Love.

Baru

From the original: C.W. 6286. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9752

110. LETTER TO BRIJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA
Fune 21, 1954

CHI. BRIJKRISHNA,

I could read your letter only this morning. You may cer-
tainly live with Krishnan Nair at the Ashram. One learns by
doing. There is no need at present to join Vinoba. No time to
write more. Are you keeping well?

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 2414

U'In Bapu’s Letters to Mira, Mirabehn explains: ‘I accompanied Bapu
throughout the whole of the Central and South Indian part of the tour.
By the time we had come to North again as far as Bombay, an inner urge
came to me that I should go to England and speak of Bapu and his message
to the people, specially of the working classes. I went straight to Bapu and
told him. He said I should go and, within five days, I was on a ship sail-

ing to Europe. The following letter is the first Bapu wrote to me after my
departure.”

2 Romain Rolland and Madeleine Rolland
3 Efy Aristarchi
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111. SPEECH AT MAHILA ASHRAM, POONA!

Fune 21, 1934

At the Ashram Gandhiji was garlanded by Harijan girls and, in the
course of his address to the girls, he said that he owed his first acquaintance
with Professor Karve and the great work he was doing for the women of
India to the late Mr. Gokhale, who desired him to see for himself what
one man could do in the cause of women’s progress. Since then his ship had
long sailed on troubled waters, with the result that he could pay them a
second visit only after about 20 years, and that, too, by accident. He did
not have enough time even for his immediate work, but still he was glad
to be in their midst. He hoped that the girls, when they grew up, would
so regulate their lives as to be worthy of the great sacrifices of the Karves
in their interest. With such an example before them, they dare not lead
lives of luxury and self-indulgence. There was an old saying in Sanskrit
that learning is not learning, if it does not lead to deliverance from every-
thing petty and selfish. He would, therefore, expect the girls to spend them-
selves in the service of their less fortunate sisters.

He was sorry to note that Hindi was only optional and not compul-
sory in a national institution such as the Women’s University. He would
suggest that they should have English optional and Hindi compulsory, for
all girls would take up English as a matter of course owing to the prevalent
fashion, but they would not so readily take up Hindi. When he himself was
a student at school, his head master had made physical culture, which was
then unpopular, compulsory, with a penalty of one anna for a day’s absence
from the gymnasium, which he had once to pay.2 The same rule applied to
Hindi, which had not yet become popular, though necessary. They could not
serve the nation properly without a working knowledge of the national
language. And they could easily acquire a mastery over Hindi, as it was
closely akin to Marathi as well as to other languages of North India.

Haryjan, 6-7-1934

1'This and the following item have been extracted from ‘“Weekly Letter”.
2 Vide Vol. XXXIX, p. 17.
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112. SPEECH AT STUDENTS’ MEETING, POONA!
Fune 21, 1934

Gandhiji gave them his impressions of the Harijan quarters he had
visited and advised them to go there with brooms, baskets and spades and
give those places a thorough spring-cleaning. Then, again, they could draw
up maps of localities and take a census of the Harijan population. They
could help the Harijans to improve their houses by raising the height of the
walls where necessary. They could teach the children as well as the adults,
not making a fetish of the three R’s, but attending to sanitation, hygiene and
abstinence from liquor, in the first instance.

Harijan, 6-7-1934

113. LETTER TO MIRABEHN
June 22, 1934

CHI. MIRA,
I have your letter and postcard. God be with you. I am
in the midst of appointments without break. God be with

you.

Love from us all.
Baru

From the original: C.W. 6287. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9753

1'In their address the students had expressed their willingness to render
Harijan service and asked Gandhiji to guide them in the matter.
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114. LETTER TO RAJENDRA PRASAD

June 22, 1934

BHAI RAJENDRA PRASAD,

I had your letter from Jiradei. Not a day passes when we
do not think of you. I hope you are composed now. How
much time do you need to resolve your domestic affairs?® What
about the expenses? Where will Janardan? live now?  Write
to me about all this. I hope the relief work is going on.

Blessings from
Baru

From Hindi: CW. 9716. Courtesy: Dr. Rajendra Prasad

115. INTERVIEW TO NATIONAL EDUCATION
WORKERS?

Poona,
Fune 22, 1934

In the course of his conversation Mr. Gandhi said that institutions that
are under ban by the Government should not try to get the ban lifted by
applying to the Government or by other means. He further emphasized that
as municipal and local bodies were semi-Governmental, help from such
bodies should not be taken for national education.

Asked if Harijans, while getting the benefits of national education
from Congress organization, should also receive education from Government
schools, Mr. Gandhi said that as long as we are not considering Harijans as
part of our society we cannot apply the same rules of national education to
them. They can adopt all means to get education either at national schools
or Government schools.

Questioned if the objects of national education should be to produce
village workers in contra-distinction to producing self-supporting national-

1'The addressee’s elder brother Mahendra Prasad who had been in
charge of all domestic responsibilities had died earlier in the month; vide
“Telegram to Rajendra Prasad”, p. 58.

2 Son of Mahendra Prasad

3 Arranged under the auspices of the Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapith;
a questionnaire was presented to Gandhiji by the workers.
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98 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

minded workers, Mr. Gandhi said that the attention of workers should be
directed to the creation of village workers as opposed to city workers. That
should be the primary object of national education. Mr. Gandhi opined that
primary education was most needed in the system of national education. He
approved of the ideal of an All-India National Education Board, but said
that the time was not yet ripe for such measures, but it depended on
workers to prove its utility and for bringing such a proposal before the next
Working Committee meeting. Mr. Gandhi emphasized the need for public
education as part of national education.

The Hindu, 23-6-1934

116. SPEECH AT MEETING TO COMMEMORATE
THE PROPHET’S DEATH!

Poona,
Fune 23, 1934

My friendship with the Mussalmans does not date from
yesterday but from the time when I was a young man fifty
years ago. My first visit to South Africa was in connection
with the affairs of a Mussalman firm in that country. And there
I had the privilege of coming into intimate touch with Muslim
friends, for years together. In India too, you know, what close
association there was between the Ali Brothers and myself. And
although Maulana Shaukat Ali and I have appeared to have
been estranged from each other, he knows that he has me al-
ways in his pocket.

Such being my relations with Mussalmans, I felt it to be
my duty to study the life of the Prophet. I had tried to do
this in South Africa but then I did not know sufficiently. In
India imprisonment brought me good luck and thus I had the
opportunity to read Maulana Shibli’s biography of the Pro-
phet which the late Hakim Saheb Ajmalkhan was good enough
to send me at my request. At the same time I also read the
volume on companions of the Prophet. I had read English
works on Islam and the Prophet.

These studies led me to the conclusion that the Koran and
the Bible were sacred books for me and not alone the Vedas
and the Gita. Hazrat Mahomed was a great Prophet and so
was Jesus Christ. From my reading I received the impression
that the Prophet was a seeker of Truth. He was godfearing.

1 Held under the auspices of Anjuman-i-Fide-e-Islam. Gandhiji spoke
in Hindi.



LETTER TO CHARU PROBHA SEN GUPTA 99

In this I know I am not telling you anything new. I am only
describing to you how I was impressed by his life. He suffered
endless persecution. He was brave and feared no man but God
alone. He did what he considered to be right in scorn of
consequences. He was never found to say one thing and do
another. He acted as he felt. If there was a change in his opi-
nion, the next day he responded to the change without count-
ing the cost and regardless of popular censure or opposition.

The Prophet was a Fakir. He had renounced everything.
He could have commanded wealth if he had so desired. Even
as you would, I shed tears of joy when I read of the privations
he, his family and companions suffered voluntarily. How can a
Truth-seeker like me help respecting one whose mind was con-
stantly fixed on God, who ever walked in God’s fear and who
had boundless compassion for mankind?

You all read the Koran. But how few put into practice
what you read ? You will perhaps retort that, if you do not live
up to the precepts of the Koran, nor do the Hindus act accord-
ing to the precepts of the Gita, and you will be right. It only
comes to this that if both the communities followed the teach-
ings of their respective faiths, communal quarrels would be
a thing of the past. But at present some men in both commu-
nities appear to have taken leave of their senses, and are ab-
sorbed in slinging mud at one another. I will not have addressed
this meeting in vain, if a single Mussalman will thereby come
to a true understanding of the situation, and instead of picking
holes learns to love other communities as well as his own.

The Hindu, 29-6-1934

117. LETTER TO CHARU PROBHA SEN GUPTA
June 24, 1934

DEAR CHARU PROBHA,

You should live where you think best. Your son has come
to a wise decision. Living honourably is to live on one’s own
body labour. That is or should be our ideal. We can only go
near it as much as we can.

Love.

Baru
Suri CHARU PrOBHA SEN

RajBARI, BENGAL
From a photostat: G.N. 8707. Also C.W. 1493. Courtesy: A. K. Sen



118. LETTER TO BEHCHARDAS J. DOSHI
Fune 24, 1954

BHAI BEHCHARDAS,

I don’t remember having received your previous postcard.
There is no plan about my staying in Delhi. But do see me
when I pass that way.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 1341

119. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

[Fune 24, 1934]

I should certainly be very happy if Father and Mother come
and see me at Wadhwan. But that will be night time. Why
should we give them that trouble? I get their blessings whenever
I need them, and I am content with that. However, if their
love for me draws them to Wadhwan by all means let them
come.

Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I. Also C.W. 8404. Cour-
tesy: Narandas Gandhi

120. LETTER TO KRISHNADAS JAFU

June 24, 1934
BHAI JAJUJI,
I have your sweet letter.
In courtship there is necessarily some mental unchastity. In

order to avoid this and the risk of an unsuitable choice being
made in an impure state of mind, I have been placing on the

1 This message was conveyed in a letter dated June 24, 1934 from
Prabhavati to Narandas Gandhi.
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SPEECH AT DISTRICT LOCAL BOARD MEETING, POONA 101

parents the responsibility of making preliminary enquiries and
selection. So far there has been no disadvantage in this method.
Two sons of mine got married when they were around thirty.
The brides of both were chosen by me in the first instance. And
in the case of Devdas the initial choice was certainly his but
as soon as the idea came to him he voluntarily confided in
[me] and Rajagopalachari and made a proper and successful effort
to satisfy us. When marriages are contracted by adults the fear
of courtship is always there. This is a part of dharma itself and
dharma literally means the choice between good and evil that
a man has to make every moment. Your question implies an-
other, that of co-education. I have doubts about girls and boys
studying together, I have not yet formed any decisive opinion.
As our experiment is only in its primary stage mistakes are
bound to occur and imperfections there are. But the experiment
is worth a trial. On the whole it appears to be worth while
though we have had quite a few bitter experiences too. If you
have anything more to ask in this connection, do so.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 3148

121. SPEECH AT DISTRICT LOCAL BOARD MEETING,
POONA!

June 24, 1934

Gandhiji congratulated the Board on their work,2 but wanted them to
insist on quality. He was confident that the economic distress among Hari-
jans and insanitation in Harijan quarters would speedily vanish, if only
Local Boards and Municipalities satisfactorily discharged their duties towards
Harijans. They must see that the Harijan children were properly taught in
the preparatory schools, and teaching in their case meant at first not the
three R’s so much as keeping their persons and clothes clean. They would
do well to institute prizes to be won by teachers who best attended to their
Harijan pupils. = Then, again, Harijans were often not allowed to draw
water from public wells, though they were legally entitled to do so. Wherever
such was the case, they must help them to exercise their undoubted rights

1 This and the following two items have been extracted from ‘Weekly
Letter”.

2 The District Local Board presented Gandhiji with an address in which
they had given an account of the Harijan service they were rendering.
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and, in the mean while, not leave them without water but construct special
wells for them.

Harijan, 6-7-1934

122. INTERVIEW TO HARIJAN WORKERS

Poona,
June 24, 1934

Gandhiji was with over 100 workers for one and a half hours and
answered all sorts of questions with his usual patience. The central point
of his answers was that the workers should settle in the villages and work
both among savarna Hindus and Harijans.

A Harijan asked if it was right to encourage Harijan boys to become
B.Ais or M.A.s, when unemployment was rife among graduates, and whe-
ther it would not be better if they took to technical education. Gandhiji
replied that they could hardly expect Harijans to go in for industrial edu-
cation before it had successfully appealed to the savarnas. And it was pos-
sible that, even if mere academic training was now no good for savarnas,
it had its own value for Harijans. For instance, he had long thought Dr.
Ambedkar to be a Brahmin. He was equal in intelligence and ability to
the tallest among us. Such distinction had its undoubted use for Harijans.
Gandhiji himself fully believed in industrial education and wished the
numerous Harijan students would turn their attention to it. Harijan Sevak
Sanghs could not force Harijans to such education.  They had to encou-
rage the academical side by side with the industrial. It was for the Hari-
jans to preach the gospel of industrial training. He hoped Harijans would
study the life and work of Booker T. Washington!, whom he looked upon as
one of the great men of the world, and draw their inspiration from it.

As regards housing Harijans, Gandhiji said that perhaps there was not
much to do in the case of village Harijans, and, as for city-dwelling Hari-
jans, it was the duty of Municipalities to provide housing facilities for them;
it was too big a proposition for the Harijan Sevak Sangh. The Municipali-
ties if they were efficient and mindful of their duty, could solve the problem
with very little expenditure.

On being asked how Harijans could assert their right to draw water
from public wells, Gandhiji said they should, if necessary, seek police aid and
the protection of courts of law for the purpose.

Harijan, 6-7-1934

11856-1915; American Negro educator who was born a slave; founded
the Tuskegee Institute for the training of Negroes in trades and professions.



123. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, POONA
Fune 24, 1934

The public meeting in the evening was a remarkable function. Depu-
tations from the various districts of Maharashtra presented Gandhiji with
their respective purses, and then Gandhiji asked Shri Shankarrao Lavate, the
well-known veteran public worker of Poona, who had come as a represen-
tative of the sanatanist opposition, to address the meeting. Shri Lavate said
that he and his sanatanist colleagues desired removal of untouchability no
less than Gandhiji himself, but they objected to legislation affecting the
Hindu community as a whole being passed with the help of the votes of the
Government as well as other communities.

Gandhiji congratulated Shri Lavate on his courtesy and extreme modera-
tion and was sorry that the audience should have betrayed any impatience
while he was addressing them, whereas etiquette required that they should
hear speakers patiently and not interrupt them while they were speaking.
Shri Lavate was a seasoned public worker. When he came to Poona in
1915, he was told that, if there was any true servant of the public in Poona,
it was certainly Shri Lavate. When he saw him, he was put in mind of the
rishis of old. Everyone was aware of his services in the cause of prohibition.
His regard for him was as profound as ever, though for the moment he
happened to be arrayed in opposition to himself, and he was not so simple
as not to give due consideration to the views of men like Shri Lavate. But he
was afraid that Shri Lavate was labouring under a misunderstanding. In the
course of the present tour, he had not only not canvassed votes for the
Temple-entry Bill, but he had hardly ever referred to it at all, for he believed
it was a technical problem which should be left for the lawyers to grapple
with. He was certain that it was their duty to secure the passage of the
Bill, as untouchability could not be abolished without flinging the temples
open to Harijans. But he did not want the Bill to be placed on the statute
book, unless a majority of the Hindu members of the Assembly were in
favour of it. It would be sheer violence to get the Bill passed with the
help of the Muslim or Christian votes. He assured Shri Lavate and the other
sanatanist friends that their fears were groundless. He would be very glad,
indeed, if the sanatanists in Poona could join the movement. Savarna Hindus
in villages have been reported to compel Harijans to eat carrion and carry
dead cattle against their will, and assault them if they dared to exercise
their common right of drawing water from public wells. Why could not all
join hands in dealing with such violent conduct? Not one shastri had quot-
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ed a single verse in support of such untouchability. He claimed to follow
the Shastras as he knew them. He ever asked God to give him courage to die
for Truth as he knew it. It was, therefore, that he called himself a sanatanist.

Harijan, 6-7-1934

124. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

“PAarNARUTI”’, PooNa,
[On or before Fune 25, 1934]!

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

I tried my best but couldn’t write to you during the whole
of the last week. Hoping that I would be able to write, I kept
back even the girls’ letters.

Even today I am writing under great pressure. If I had
sufficient time, I would fill pages. But now please be satisfied
with what I can give.

I will go on doing all I can for Chandubhai. I will leave
nothing undone. I am going to Gujarat only because it was
necessary to tour it. Since I am going, I must collect for the
Harijan Fund. You must have read about the decision I have
announced. Merely watch for the present what is happening.
Who knows what is for good and what for ill? All that we can
hope for is that we shall always do what we think is for the
best. I think what is happening is really for the best.

I hear that you have not been keeping well for some time,
Do everything possible and improve your health. If necessary,
ask for outside doctors to be called in. As you know, even a
mother doesn’t serve unless the child asks for what it wants.
Ask for anything which you are entitled to and get the nostrils cured.

I am afraid you may not have liked the resolution which
was passed this time. I see nothing but good in it. Big Brother?
came and saw me. Let us see what happens now. There is
such an infinite number of dust particles in the air that nobody
can cleanse the air of them all. We may do the best we can
and not worry about the result. Cling to the principle that it
is futile, even harmful, to think from there about what is happen-
ing outside and let not your peace of mind be disturbed.

Khurshedbehn and two other ladies are here. The former
suffered much (in jail). Her health is better now. She is pin-
ing to go to the Frontier Province.

1 The source has “‘June 27°. But Gandhiji had left Poona on June 25.
2 Madan Mohan Malaviya
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The assault on Parikshit is not a trivial matter for me. That
there has been hardly any protest against it seems more terrible
to me than the fact of the assault itself.

Ba has joined me. Her health is fairly good. She is quite happy.

Kanti is with Devdas. He is studying. His aspirations are
noble indeed.

Velanbehn and Anandi are with me. My party has become
quite a large one these days. I am thinking now whom I can
send away. Bablo is with Jivanji.

. .1 has turned out to be a worthless man. He has again
been guilty of the same kind of lapse, but he doesn’t seem to
have realized its seriousness. I have now advised him to go to
Rajkot. Narandas will stay there for the present. . . .2 should
stay there and do what he can. He has forfeited Jamnalalji’s
trust. He doesn’t seem even to have kept the accounts properly.

Radha (Gandhi) has joined Prof. Karve’s school. I didn’t
know about this at all. She arranged the business herself. She
came and saw me yesterday. I couldn’t give her much time,
though. Here also I get very little free time.

Swami is here. Rajaji also. Jamnalal left for Bombay only
yesterday. . . .3 was fairly seriously ill in Abu and is here now.
He has come to discuss the arrangements with me. Swami will
have to return to Bihar.

You must have read the news about Mirabehn. There is no-
thing more behind it. She suddenly felt that she herself should
go and do something. I consented and she left.* Her personality
had become suppressed under me. I hope she will regain her
former independence of character. She has gone only for three
or four months. She had been to [Bombay] to acquaint Maxwell®
with the condition of ordinary prisoners—to describe her own
experiences.

I met Ambalal Sarabhai. Saraladevi has benefited considerably.

This is enough for today. I wrote this letter in the morning
in ‘Parnakuti’. We are now going to BhamburdaS.

Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 106-8

172 & 3 The names are omitted in the source.

4 Vide p. 94.

5 Home Secretary, Government of Bombay

6 A locality in Poona, now known as Shivajinagar



125, LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI
[On before or Fune 25,]' 1954

CHI. MANILAL AND SUSHILA,

What more can I have to write about after such a long
letter from Ba? Since you two like the name Arunkumar, my
approval also may be assumed. From the long list sent by
Nanabhai, ‘Govind’ seems worth selecting. I don’t have time,
either, to write more.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

I have to reply to one question by you two. My point was
that, since civil disobedience has been suspended, you should
prepare yourselves for it thoroughly and keep yourselves ready
to join it whenever it is revived. You can sacrifice yourselves in
it only if you cultivate austerity, simplicity, self-control, etc.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 4821

126. LETTER TO PREMI JAIRAMDAS
June 25, 1934

DEAR PREMI,

If you want congratulations for having passed your exa-
mination you can have them. Why will you only see me at
the station? Surely Father will go with me to Karachi. Then
why not you? What about your Hindi?

Love.

Baru

SHRI PREMIBEHN JAIRAMDAS
MARkKET Roap, HYyDERABAD
SIND

From the original: C.W. 9247. Courtesy: Jairamdas Doulatram

1 Vide “‘Letter to Nanabhai I. Mashruwala”, p. 107.
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127. LETTER TO NANABHAI 1. MASHRUWALA
Fune 25, 1934

BHAI NANABHAI,

I had received your letter. I selected ‘Govind’ from the
list of names which you had sent. But I cannot press for its ac-
ceptance. I have written to Manilal and Sushila and sent the
suggestion to them.

I would be happy to hear that you are improving.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6691. Also C.W. 4336. Courtesy:
Kanubhai N. Mashruwala

128. LETTER TO RAIHANA TYABJI
Fune 25, 1934

CHI. RATHANA,

I am in a hurry today, and so I am writing in Gujarati.

I have taken an extract from your letter for Harijan. 1 hope

Harivadan and Hamida have now regained their balance of

mind. Jail is not meant for those who find jail life a pleasure.

One must be able to live the same kind of life outside also and

to devote oneself to constructive work. I hope you are very

well. My regards to Father and Mother. Saroj sees me every
day.

Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9649

107



129. STATEMENT ON BOMB INCIDENT!

Poona,
Fune 25, 1934

I have had so many narrow escapes in my life that this
newest one does not surprise me. God be thanked that no
one was fatally injured by the bomb, and I hope that those
who were more or less seriously injured, will be soon dis-
charged from hospital.?

I cannot believe that any sane sanatanist could ever en-
courage the insane act that was perpetrated this evening. But
I would like sanatanist friends to control the language that
is being used by speakers and writers claiming to speak on
their behalf. The sorrowful incident has undoubtedly advanced
the Harijan cause. It is easy to see that causes prosper
by the martyrdom of those who stand for them. I am not
aching for martyrdom, but if it comes in my way in the prose-
cution of what I consider to be the supreme duty in defence
of the faith I hold in common with millions of Hindus, I shall
have well earned it, and it will be possible for the historian
of the future to say that the vow I had taken before Harijans
that I would, if need be, die in the attempt to remove untoucha-
bility was literally fulfilled.

Let those who grudge me what yet remains to me of
this earthly existence know that it is the easiest thing to do
away with my body. Why then put in jeopardy many innocent
lives in order to take mine which they hold to be sinful? What
would the world have said of us if the bomb had dropped
on me and the party, which included my wife and three girls,
who are as dear to me as daughters and are entrusted to me
by their parents? I am sure that no harm to them could have
been intended by the bomb-thrower.

I A bomb was thrown on what the assailant believed was the car carry-
ing Gandhiji on his way to the Municipal Building. Gandhiji arrived at 7.30
p.m. little knowing what had occurred. When informed of the incident, he
received the news calmly and agreed to the suggestion that the programme
should be carried out. Accordingly the address was presented and Gandhiji
left the hall at 8.30 p.m. This appeared under the title ‘“Providence Again”.
2 This paragraph has been reproduced from The Hindu, 26-6-1934.
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INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS OF INDIA 109

I have nothing but deep pity for the unknown thrower of
the bomb. If I had my way and if the bomb-thrower was
known, I should certainly ask for his discharge, even as I did
in South Africa in the case of those who successfully assaulted
me.! Let the reformers not be incensed against the bomb-
thrower or those who may be behind him. What I should like
them to do is to redouble their efforts to rid the country of
the deadly evil of untouchability.

Harijan, 29-6-1934

130. APPEAL FOR FUNDS FOR DR. DINSHAW MEHTA

Fune 26, 1934

I have had the kindest service from Shri Dinshaw Mehta and
his staff during my 21 days’ fast? and after. It was all volun-
tary labour. I believe him to be a sincere lover of his profession.
He has passion for naturopathy. Being myself a believer in
natural and simple remedies I am deeply interested in his ex-
periments. He is at present in financial difficulty. The friend
who has hitherto supported him liberally is unable to do so
much longer. His minimum expenses are in round figure Rs.
3,000 per month. His loss is half that amount. He therefore
wishes to make public appeal for funds. If the help forth-
coming is large enough he would use the fund as an endowment.
He keeps accounts which are open to inspection.

I gladly support the appeal and hope that it will meet
with success.

From a microfilm: Courtesy: National Archives of India and Anand T.
Hingorani

131. INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS OF INDIA3

BowmBAy,
June 26, 1934

No amount of violence intended to be done to me can possibly
stop me from pursuing action which I consider to be wholly good.

1 Vide Vol. VIII, pp. 93-7.
2 From May 8 to 28, 1933; vide Vol. LV.
3 Held in the morning on his arrival from Poona en route to Ahmedabad



110 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

Gandhiji was quite unperturbed by last night’s bomb incident in
Poona, and dictated the interview to the Associated Press in his usual man-
ner, cracking jokes frequently. He continued:

After all, what is happening in the case of untouchability
is but a repetition of history. No reform worth the name has
ever been accomplished without the reformer holding his life
as a stake for his or her cause. If the Moloch of untouchability
takes one life, it may be regarded as easy satisfaction. An age-
long evil masquerading in the name of virtue cannot be re-
moved without an adequate measure of sacrifice. I am a believer
in the all-powerfulness of God. So long as He wants me in the
present body for the cause, He will protect me from all harm,
and when it has no use for Him not all the protection that
earthly power can give me will be of the slightest avail.

9. Do you think the opposition of sanatanists put up against the idea
of presenting an address to you and the throwing of the bomb are indi-
cations that sanatanists are taking to violence?

GANDHIJI: I am not going to say that sanatanists indulge in
violence because one person parading in the name of sana-
tanists wanted to do violence. I am not yet persuaded that sana-
tanists have organized themselves to oppose my activities by
resorting to actual physical violence.

Q. Do you think activities carried on in Poona, Bihar and Orissa are
an indication that sanatanist opposition to your anti-untouchability cam-
paign is taking the shape of violence?

caNDHIJI: I am quite willing to admit that the activities
that are carried on in Poona and elsewhere have influenced
some excitable youths against me. When I returned to India
in 1915, T had prophesied that if the bomb found a habitation
in this land, no matter what the cause was, it would not be
restricted to that cause alone. That prophecy has more than
once proved to be true. I would like further, at this juncture, to
drive the truth home that if we are following violence in thought
and word, it must some day or other assume concrete form,
and it is not capable of being restricted to what one may call
a good cause alone.

It is absolutely wrong to say that if the motive is pure, the
means are justified whatever they be. For realizing pure end
means must be pure too.!

1 This paragraph has been translated from Harijanbandhu, 1-7-1934.



MESSAGE TO THE PUNJAB 111

Replying to a question as to what he thought was the reaction to the
Working Committee resolution on the Communal Award and the subsequent
events, he said:

I do not fear any split in Congress ranks.

Beyond this cryptic remark, the Mahatma refused to be drawn into
any further discussion about the political situation.

The Hindu, 26-6-1934; also Harijanbandhu, 1-7-1934

132. SPEECH AT BARODA!

Fune 26, 1934

Gandhiji, addressing the huge gathering, thanked the public of Baroda
for presenting the purse of Rs. 1,000 for Harijan uplift.

I would rather wish that the Baroda people should contri-
bute first to the fund of the distressed peasants of Gujarat started
by Dr. Chandulal Desai and others and then as a bounden
duty to remove the slur of untouchability, they should contri-
bute to the Harijan Fund. I regret that I cannot stay here, tired
and exhausted. The Maharaja Saheb Gaekwar has done a good
deal for the uplift of Harijans and it is a slur on the Baroda
public that the Secretary of the Gujarat Harijan Sevak Sangh
Mr. Parikshitlal Majmudar is roughly handled by the police
of a small village of the State. I would urge all present to re-
move the slur of untouchability.

The Bombay Chronicle, 28-6-1934

133. MESSAGE TO THE PUNJAB

[Before Fune 27, 1934]?

I hope the people of the Punjab will generously subscribe
to the Harijan purse.

The Bombay Chronicle, 29-6-1934

1 Organized by the local Harijan Sevak Sangh, the meeting was held
at the railway station.

2 The message was published under the date-line, ‘‘Lahore, June 27”.



134. DISCUSSION WITH HARIJAN WORKERS!

AHMEDABAD,
Fune 27, 1934

Every worker placed before Gandhiji the work done so far in one’s
own district. They also acquainted Gandhiji with manifold difficulties that
beset their path in doing Harijan work, especially in villages. They also
told him that digging wells for Harijans was a great problem and suggested
that some special fund should be collected for the purpose.

Gandhiji did not like that a special fund should be collected for digging
wells. They must scrutinize each application for a well, for it was their duty
to give them water and all facilities possible. They must also accept what-
ever help was given them by sanatanists in any form. Their sole duty
ought to make Harijans self-contained. = Gandhiji said that they must work
in villages and incessant propaganda would remove whatever obstacles lay in
their way.

In reply to a question Gandhiji said that if the Harijan work of a parti-
cular village was not done by the Harijan Sevak Sangh or by its members
actively, they must do it themselves, even as Government do the work of a
Municipality if the latter does not do its function properly.

The number of reformers is daily increasing and the heart
of people is also undergoing change towards their treatment to
Harijans.

Sjt. Parikshitlal Majmudar . . . narrated the difficulties they were
experiencing in their work of organizing wells for Harijans and the pro-
blems of collecting funds.

Gandhiji said that if they were earnest in their work, they could
easily get funds.

In replying to a question of Sjt. Thakkar Bapa that organizing sepa-
rate wells for Harijans was considered by some people as tantamount to
perpetuating untouchability, Gandhiji said that it was not necessarily
so, but in any case they cannot allow Harijans to die fo