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PREFACE

Two days before the present volume (December 16, 1934 to
April 24, 1935) opens, the formation had been announced at Wardha
of the All-India Village Industries Association, with J. C. Kumar-
appa as Organizer and Secretary. This was done in pursuance
of a resolution passed by the Congress at its Bombay session held
in late October. The same session set the seal on Gandhiji’s
long-deliberated decision to leave the Congress, for the reasons
enumerated in the preceding volume.

The two events are interrelated and mark a development in
Gandhiji’s leadership of the national struggle that appeared to
be wholly logical, even inevitable, at that juncture. The coun-
try had been placed under a reign of repressive laws, which
Gandhiji thought had seldom been ‘“equalled in British Indian
history”’.  Justifying this assessment, Gandhiji said: “I have a
vivid memory of Jallianwala Bagh. I have read Kaye and
Malleson’s volumes on the Sepoy Revolt, as it has been called,
of 1857. . . . Then, it was the naked sword. The repression
represents the gloved fist, but deadlier on that account” (pp.
49-50). “The policy has now been definitely adopted,” he
noted, “of never conceding to the popular demand. . . . They
are now doing what they have never dared before. They have
evolved a new philosophy”” (pp. 377-8). The country was in
no condition to offer resistance to this all-out repression. Poli-
tical spirits were low and the mood was one of defeatism, if not
of despair. But Gandhiji did not lose hope. Writing to Mrs.
Lindsay, he said, ‘“We have very difficult times here in every
way,” but he knew ‘‘that winter must be followed by summer”
(p- 51). Gandhiji’s hope sprang from his faith in ahimsa.
“There is no limit,” he wrote to Premabehn Kantak, “to the
power of ahimsa, as there is none to that of the votary of ahimsa”
(p. 387). But his ahimsa, Gandhiji felt, was on trial. “If I
have it in me,”” he wrote to Agatha Harrison, ‘it must be self-
luminous even as the sun” (p. 277). He had, therefore, as he
explained to an English correspondent, retired from the Con-
gress because, among other reasons, he wanted ‘“‘to impose silence
upon myself . . . about the political measures of the Govern-
ment” and ‘“‘to explore the yet hidden possibilities of non-vio-
lence” (p. 50). The village reconstruction programme which
Gandhiji had undertaken through the All-India Village Indus-
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tries Association was planned in this mood. It had been, he
explained, ‘‘deliberately made non-political and autonomous”
and had “no further aim than that of bringing about the eco-
nomic, physical and moral betterment of the villagers” (p. 18).

The programme was to take up and develop ‘as many
industries as are necessary for the moral and material growth of
village life”” (p. 103). They included spinning and weaving,
tanning, oil-pressing, soap-making, bee-keeping, hand-husking
of rice and hand-grinding of wheat, gur-making, paper-making,
and so on. As was his wont, Gandhiji did not rest content
with laying down a general outline of the programme for the
AIV.I.A., but went into the minutest detail in planning its exe-
cution. He called upon everyone engaged in village uplift work
to “examine all the articles of food, clothing and other things
that he uses from day to day and replace foreign makes or city
makes by those produced by the villagers in their homes or fields
with the simple inexpensive tools they can easily handle and
mend”” (p. 109). The aim here was not, as some well-meaning
critics feared, to flood India with cottage-made goods that
would have no buyers. As Gandhiji said: ‘““This is no pro-
gramme of preparing shoddy goods in the villages and forcing
them on unwilling buyers. There is to be no competition,
foredoomed to failure, with foreign or swadeshi corresponding
articles. The villagers are to be their own buyers. They will
primarily consume what they produce. For they are ninety
per cent of the population” (p. 415). What was thus inten-
ded was to free the villages from dependence on cities and from
the tyranny of centralized production, thus fostering economic
autarky that would provide a reliable infra-structure for swaraj.
For Gandhiji was not at all sure that ‘““a vast country like India,

with her millions of people . . . can afford to have large-scale
industries . . . Large-scale, centralized industries in India . . .
must mean starvation of millions . . .” (p. 104).

Gandhiji did not confine himself only to the economic well-
being of the rural population. The programme also “aimed
at promoting the health and vigour of the villagers” (p. 268).
As he went to work, therefore, a host of ancillary questions, not
raised before very definitively, immediately became important to
him. In the matter of food-stuffs, for instance, it had long
been suspected that mill-produced or mill-processed articles, espe-
cially polished rice, fine-ground flour and crystal sugar, were
injurious to health. Gandhiji took upon himself the task of prov-
ing that the suspicion was justified. In the case of rice espe-
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cially, Gandhiji was very particular. He invited medical men,
biochemists and scientific workers to investigate and report on
what happened to rice when it was processed and polished in the
mills. Their verdict was that, in polishing, rice lost vitamin
B and protein along with the pericarp. Gandhiji, in a series of
articles in Harijan, discussed the matter, advocating the husking of
rice by grinding it in wooden querns, so as to make sure that
the entire grain was left intact including the pericarp. When
the difficulty was raised that such rice was difficult to digest,
he pointed out that that was so because it was more nutritious.
He also suggested a way of cooking rice, based on his experience
as a ‘‘practised cook’’—soaking it for at least three hours and
then putting it into boiling water, the cooking to continue till
it became one solid mass (pp. 178, 231, 258, 275 and 311).

The next item he took up for analysis was milk: the ques-
tion being whether cow’s milk was in any way different from
buffalo’s milk from the point of view of nutrition. He prepared
a questionnaire and sent it for opinion to medical experts.
Summing up their opinion, Gandhiji said: “ . . . the opinions

. of eminent medical men and dairy experts sufficiently prove
the superiority of cow’s milk over buffalo’s” (p. 250). Similar-
ly, in the case of gur the verdict was that it was 33 per cent
more nutritious than sugar (p. 33). In addition to unpolished
rice, hand-ground wheat and gur, Gandhiji suggested inclusion
in the menu of uncooked green leaves of certain vegetables and
even wrote a separate article on the subject (pp. 229-30).

Gandhiji also laid great stress on village sanitation. He ela-
borated methods for the disposal of human excreta. Citing
Poore and Fowler, he recommended the digging of trenches
“six inches wide and a foot deep” (p. 299), which would serve as
lavatories. In this way, he asserted, human faeces could be
turned into rich manure for the soil. He quoted Brultini to
the effect that “nitrogen derived from the 282,000 residents of
Delhi is sufficient to fertilize a minimum of 10,000 and a maxi-
mum of 95,000 acres” (p. 303). “If we all become scavengers,”
he said, “we would know how to treat ourselves and how to
turn what today is poison into rich food for plant life” (p.
303). To set an example he, along with his closest co-workers,
took up the task of cleaning up Sindi, a village near Wardha
(p. 301).

The possibilities inherent in a successful implementation of
such a comprehensive scheme of economic and social reorgani-
zation were immense. As Gandhiji put it: “ . . . it will give
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hope to the millions of villagers; it will turn the city-dwellers,
who are today their exploiters, into real helpers and servants;
it will establish a living link between the intelligentsia and the
illiterate masses; it will be instrumental in abolishing all distinc-
tions between man and man, and it will turn the villagers from
being mere creators of raw produce, which they have practically
become, into self-sustained wunits . . .” (p. 17). For obvious
reasons, the programme did not please the Government. It
saw in it nothing but subversive possibilities and promptly
issued a confidential circular instructing authorities everywhere
to keep a watch on the work of the A.ILV.I.LA. At the same
time it proposed allotment of one crore rupees to the provinces
“for the economic development and improvement of the rural
areas in order to forestall Congress activities”. Said Gandhiji:
“I should be very glad if the Government were to take the wind
out of my sails. Much of the work that I propose doing is
what Government ought to do. Let Government do whatever
they can do, only let not anything be superimposed on the
people” (p. 72).

Some well-meaning friends and critics, too, considered Gan-
dhiji’s attempt to revitalize India’s village life as quixotic. Evi-
dently in their estimation laws of economics were not subject
to human wishes. Gandhiji did not agree. He said: “The
principles of economics are not, like the principles of mathe-
matics . . . immutable, and for all times and climes. . .. A
country which produces no food-stuffs and produces only mine-
rals must have different economics from that which produces
food-stuffs but has no mineral resources. . . . India was once
the land of gold. . . . even now we can regain that proud posi-
tion” (pp. 255-6). Then again Gandhiji did not share the view
that the laws of economics were amoral. He said: “Economic
laws like many others appear to be of two kinds, good and
bad. Good laws should be good for all” (p. 30). Similarly
when Srinivasa Sastri chided Gandhiji for trying, if he could,
to turn civilization “back on the course it has pursued for some
millennia’”; Gandhiji wrote back: “If I could do it, I would
most assuredly destroy or radically change much that goes
under the name of modern civilization. . . . But the attempt
to revive and encourage the remunerative village industries is
not part of such an attempt . ..” (pp. 54-5). Gandhiji’s aim
just then was “to change the mentality of the people .. . to
turn their mind in favour of indigenous industries” (p. 56), and
he knew that even this limited aim required prolonged and
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patient effort. But, as he said in another context, ‘“The his-
tory of man and woman is still in the making. What are a
thousand or even a million years in the limitless cycle of
time ?” (p. 94)

Then there were some workers who took exception to the
way in which the columns of Harijjan were being occupied with
the development of the village industries scheme, instead of
being exclusively devoted to the anti-untouchability campaign.
Gandhiji’s explanation was: “Any problem connected with the
welfare of villages as a whole must be intimately related to the
Harijans, who represent over a sixth part of India’s population.
If villages get good rice and flour, Harijans will benefit by the
change as much as the rest of the population. But there is a
special sense in which Harijans will benefit. Tanning and the
whole of the raw hide work is their monopoly, and economical-
ly this will occupy perhaps the best part of the new scheme”
(p. 15).

Apart from the practical benefits to the masses, the pro-
gramme offered to the workers an opportunity of escaping from
the inertia and ennui into which they had fallen. Gandhiji was
inviting them to become converted to the religion of humanity
in whose pursuit, as he declared in his brief contribution to
Radhakrishnan’s Contemporary Indian Philosophy, . . . one has
to lose oneself in continuous and continuing service of all life.”
“Realization of Truth,” he added, “is impossible without a com-
plete merging of oneself in and identification with this limit-
less ocean of life.” For him, personally, such social service was
a spiritual necessity; there was ‘“‘no happiness on earth beyond
or apart from it” (p. 106). For Gandhiji, it would seem, this
necessity arose from no abstract metaphysical ideas about God
and one’s duty to God, but from his living concern for the lot
of the poor and the downtrodden, which allowed him no rest,
though he had had no rest for several years. “How can one
have rest,” he asked, ‘“with a raging fire within?” (p. 46)

Gandhiji’s views on all social, political and economic ques-
tions had their root in his view of the moral nature of man
and he was uncompromising in his opposition to any institu-
tion or practice which seemed to him to deny that nature. This
is particularly evident in his attitude on the question of birth-
control, which was now becoming an important subject of pub-
lic discussion. Gandhiji was frank and forthright in his expres-
sion of opposition to the use of contraceptives. He feared that,
as their use spread, “Men and women will be living for sex
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alone.” Under well-regulated conditions, he believed, self-con-
trol was possible for ordinary men and women. ‘Contracep-
tives,”” he said, ‘“‘are really for the educated people,”” whom he
called the ‘sick” of humanity because ‘their food and drink
and the exceedingly artificial life that they are leading have
made them weak-willed and slaves to their passions” (pp. 67-8).
Man did not live by the same law as the other animals did.
“The lion in his majesty,” as Gandhiji vividly put it, “is a
noble creature and he has a perfect right to eat me up, but I
have none to develop paws and pounce upon you.” But man
was easily tempted to choose the downward path and live like
the brute, especially when that path was “presented to him in a
beautiful garb”, as he believed was being done by the advo-
cates of contraceptives. Gandhiji did not accept the argument,
either, that the use of contraceptives was necessary for the pro-
tection of woman on the ground that she was the victim of
man’s sexual aggression. ‘“There is no poor woman,” he said.
“Poor woman is mightier than man ...” (pp. 95-6). “She
should,” therefore, “‘realize her majesty and train herself to say
‘No’ when she means it” (p. 67). While Gandhiji’s views on
village-oriented economy have won gradual recognition from
professional economists, the moral foundation of those views has
not been fully appreciated and his views on birth-control, there-
fore, which rest on the same foundation, have found few sup-
porters.

During the entire period covered in this volume, except for
a month spent in Delhi, Gandhiji remained at Wardha and for
a month he was observing silence, during which time he at-
tended to correspondence. This was voluminous. Of the 643
items reproduced here, no less than 434 are letters. These were
written at all hours, to all kinds of people and dealt with all
kinds of problems. They were written on hand-made paper,
in village-made ink and with a reed pen, as Gandhiji some-
times let the addressees know (pp. 9, 14, 30 and 82). Those ad-
dressed to his closest co-workers and relatives provided gui-
dance and advice. To Manilal Gandhi he said: “One should
learn non-violent language for criticism. You or anyone else
writing it could have expressed the same thing in a sweet
language” (p. 265). And to Amrit Kaur: “It is a thousand
times better to be deceived for having trusted than to be able
to boast of never having been deceived by having been strict
and suspicious” (p. 358). To some others he repeated his opi-
nions on social questions. He told one correspondent: “I am
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for the abolition of all castes as they exist today. . . . but I am
not in favour of abolition of varnashramadharma which to me
is the antithesis of caste” (p. 138). Expounding his idea of
prayer to Premabehn Kantak, to whom he wrote at length, he
said: “If a drop of water separated from the sea may not pray to
the sea, to whom else may it pray? But does the sea have to
do anything to answer the prayer? Prayer is the anguished
cry of one who cannot bear separation. The embodied soul
cannot help uttering such a cry” (p. 164).

Commenting on his seeming inactivity, he assured a corres-
pondent, “I am wide awake even when I am asleep. My sleep
is not a forgetting, it is a renovating” (p. 403).

How Gandhiji, like a good advaitin, regarded jnana as the
ultimate value and karma as the means to its realization, is
clearly seen in his dictum on rebirth: “For a belief in rebirth,
it is necessary to believe in the existence of ‘I’ If I do not
exist and God alone exists, then who is to be reborn and how?
This realization itself is rebirth, isn’t it? The possibility of re-
birth is there only as long as the ‘I’ exists. When you truly
believe . . . that ‘God alone exists’, then there is no rebirth
for you. The man who becomes one with God is liberated”
(p. 159). On the human plane, however, Gandhiji did accept
the duality of good and evil. “Do you believe in the sun?
And if you do, don’t you think you must believe in the sha-
dow?”’—he asked Mrs. Edith Howe Martyn who had argued
that ‘“‘the divine and the devilish . . . were much more allied
than people imagined” (p. 96).
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NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up
in small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of
speeches and interviews, as also passages which are not by Gan-
dhiji, have been set up in small type. In reports of speeches
and interviews slight changes and omissions, where necessary,
have been made in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with
the original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-
hand corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is sup-
plied within square brackets, the reasons being given where
necessary. The date given at the end of an item alongside the
source is that of publication. The writings are placed under
the date of publication, except where they carry a date-line or
where the date of writing has special significance and is as-
certainable.

References to Volume I of this series are to the January
1969 edition.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N.
refers to documents, M.M.U. to the reels of the Mobile Micro-
film Unit and S.G. to the photostats of the Sevagram collection
available in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya, New
Delhi; C.W. denotes documents secured by the Collected Works
of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to
the text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period
covered by the volume are also provided at the end.
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1. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK

December 16, 1934
CHI. PREMA,

Your letters I shall send on to Narandas. Today also I got
up at 145 a.m. and started writing letters. It has become a
habit with me now to wake up at about 2. I go to bed before
9 p.m. During the day, I take a nap once or twice and get
half an hour to one hour. That seems to be enough for me.

By writing “not revised”” I ensure —and do—justice to my-
self and to the person to whom the letter is addressed. If by
chance I have written “aaj mar gaya™ instead of “Ajmer gaya”, the
other party may correct the mistake or, in case of doubt, ask me.
A letter which has not been revised should always be regarded as
incomplete. But I would prefer, and so would you, that I write
an incomplete letter to you rather than not write any.

Most probably I shall be going to Delhi on or about the
27th. Continue to write to me at the Wardha address till you
hear from me or you read in the papers.

The atonement for any violation of a vow in a dream is
generally greater vigilance and Ramanama on waking up from
the dream. Such violations of vows or moral rules in dreams are
signs of our imperfection. Unconsciously we harbour deep in our
hearts the desires which we gratify in dreams. We should not
despair because of such dreams, but should become more and
more vigilant. Despair may be a sign of the person being at-
tached to the senses; it is certainly a sign of his lack of faith.
If a person tires of repeating Ramanama—despairs about its
usefulness—shouldn’t we say that he has lost faith in it? When
Columbus’s companions lost faith, they wanted to kill him. But
with his eyes of faith Columbus could clearly see the coast and
he asked his companions to give him some more time, and he
reached America! ! ! If a person dreams that he is eating forbid-
den food, such a dream also means what I have explained above.
There may be external causes for such dreams and, whenever

we discover any, we should remove them. ‘I am the spotless
Brahman that is witness of all the states.” This is what we sing.
We can sing thus only if we strive ceaselessly to be that. The

1
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2 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

dreams that we get are a sign that we have not succeeded in
becoming spotless. They are a warning light for us.

Not a leaf can stir without God’s grace, but we cannot dis-
pense with human effort either, which is the means through which
God’s grace works. Realization means nothing but pure and selfless
service of all living creatures.

It is very good indeed that Kisan! has decided to stay with
you.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10364. Also C.W. 6803. Courtesy:
Premabehn Kantak

2. LETTER TO SHIVABHAI G. PATEL
December 16, 1934

CHI. SHIVABHAIL,
I got your letter. Give your wife the freedom that you have
reserved for yourself. In matters in which both do not agree, each
must be free to go his or her own way. She should, therefore,
get training for using her freedom well. I see the good of you
both in that.
Take the fullest interest in village industries work. And do
not forget that khadi is the centre of such work.
Blessings from
Bapu

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9513. Also C.W. 429. Courtesy:
Shivabhai G. Patel

3. LETTER TO VENILAL A. GANDHI

WARDHA,
December 16, 1934

CHI. VENILAL,

Who are the five members in your family? Give me their
ages, etc. I think you should be content with only so much edu-
cation as the poor can hope to provide their children. Can you

I Kisan Ghumatkar
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do ordinary reading with your eyes? Do you maintain good
health in other ways?

Blessings from
Baru
From Gujarati: C.W. 920. Courtesy: Venilal A. Gandhi

4. LETTER TO LABHUBEHN A. SHETH

December 16, 1934
CHI. LABHU,

If T had included your name in my letter to Amritlal, I
would have been made a fool by your letter, wouldn’t I? This is
the plight of one who leaves the trodden path. Who can tell
whether your letter conveys your genuine desire for knowledge or
is mere idle prattle? But I want to look great in your eyes, hence
I must measure up to your yardstick! If anything, I am at least
four times older than you. Am I not?

How can I tell you where you can find steadiness, as though
it were some commodity to be bought in a shop? If I were run-
ning a grocer’s shop here, this being my ancestral business, I
would have sent it over to you without your asking for it.
You have even sent an advance of one anna. You have wasted
your years. Amritlal is no more worthy of being your father
because he has failed to show me something that you have within
you. But hasn’t the poet said, ““The dear ones of the embodied
soul are all selfish.”” After all isn’t he only your embodied father?
The one without a body that is your real Father dwells in your
own heart. Know Him and you will not have to spend even an
anna. Your learning is illusory if it does not lead you to Him.
But if you are learning with this aim, you will be able to secure
the release of Khan Saheb!, Sheikh, Jawahar and the others.
But if you want to indulge in idle talk and play as with dolls then
you must cast away the idea of greatness you associate with
me or humbly confess that you never had genuine thirst for know-
ledge.  Remember in this connection the story of Indra and
Virochana. If you don’t know it yourself, ask Amritlal and let
him also enjoy it and add to your knowledge.

From a copy of the Gujarati: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

1 Khan Saheb Abdul Ghaffar Khan



5. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR
December 17, 1934

DEAR SISTER,

I do hope that your meeting in Karachi! will be a full suc-
cess and that the sisters assembled there will rise above the petty
quarrels of men by setting the example of refusing to divide them-
selves into various groups. Surely religions are not made to set
up quarrels among ourselves. I hope too that the meeting will
give full support to the activities of the newly-formed Village
Industries Association. It is essentially women’s work. Let it not
be said of the city women that they cared not for their millions
of sisters living in the 700,000 villages.

Here is a letter? for Dr. Maude Royden.

Your note has just come in. The cutting is interesting. C.F.
Andrews comes in today.

It was a great joy to meet you both. I hope you were
physically none the worse for your stay.

Love.
Baru
[PS.]
I find that I shall not be in Delhi on 20th as I had intend-
ed to be. I am likely to be there between 27th-29th. Having

gone there, I am supposed to stay there two weeks at least and
four at the most.

M. K. G.

Rajkumart AMRIT KAUR
4A StarrF LINES
KaracHI

From the original: C.W. 3516. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6325

1 The reference is to the All-India Women’s Conference.
2 The letter is not traceable.



6. LETTER TO BARINDRA KUMAR GHOSH
December 17, 1934

I have glanced through your book!. It has proved a severe
disappointment.  You have lost yourself in the exuberance of
your own language. You have missed the spirit of non-co-opera-
tion and civil resistance. You have glorified slavery; our vice has
become virtue in your estimation. I may not argue with you.
Time will show us the true way. What does it matter so long as
we pursue the path that seems to us to be right?

Yours sincerely,

M. K. G.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

7. LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR
December 17, 1934

BHAI THAKKAR BAPA,

I got your letter. In my wire? I only asked you to send
Rs. 5,000 for research. Didn’t I say in it that the budget itself
would be passed in Delhi?

Nrisinhaprasad’s example must be said to be an excellent one.
How many sanatanists like him did you come across in Kathiawar?
I have no time to write about other things.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1149

1 Wounded Humanity
2 This is not traceable.



8. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
December 17, 1934

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

I got your letter. I am not surprised that the lawyers did
not like Khan Saheb’s statement!. We should be satisfied if our
lawyers approved of it. It was the only one which could serve
our purpose. The Government is not likely to understand any-
thing at present.

Deenabandhu? is arriving today and we shall know from
him what happened.

I think Jamnalalji will leave here on Thursday. Please do
stay on there till then at any rate.

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 145-6

9. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA
December 17, 1934

CHI. SHARMA,

I feel apprehensive in writing to you. I got your letter just
now. I had written nothing that could have provoked you to
write such a letter. How can a son suspect his father? Perhaps
I am not worthy of being a true father!

If no one is keeping well in Khurja, why do you stay on
there? Go to the Harijan Ashram [Delhi] and live in a separate
house there. It will not be very expensive. Or stay in a village
here. I cannot put up with your falling ill and continuing to be ill.

Ramdas will not stay with me. He no longer has faith in
my treatment though he consults me occasionally. He has given
up eggs and takes ordinary diet. Since yesterday he has resumed

I'In the court during his trial on a charge of sedition; vide Vol. LIX,
pp. 444-5.
2 C. F. Andrews

6



LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA 7

living with Nimu. He is preparing to go to Bombay, for which
he has my permission. He has gained a fair amount of strength
and moves about by himself. I am not worried on his account.
In the end it will be all right for him.

Amtul left for Bombay the day before yesterday and will pro-
bably reach Delhi by the end of this month.

May be I shall be able to go to Delhi only after the 27th.

Your note appeared in last week’s Harijanbandhu and in this
week’s Harijan. Owing to an oversight it was delayed for a week.
As soon as your letter came I sent instructions for a copy of the
Harijan to be sent to you.

I got a letter today from Dr. Ansari and among other things
he writes this about you:

As regards Dr. Sharma, I would like to see him and find out his exact
requirements and then I may be able to help him.

It would be good if you went to Delhi. If you wish you
may go there after my arrival. You yourself told me that you
were responsible for your brothers not writing to me. Can they
be so lacking in manners as not even to reply tome?  If you
have not seen them so far, is it not an instance of your hap-
hazard ways ? But if you do not yourself realize this, I can hardly
make you see it. I see nothing but lack of coherence in your
talk, your actions and your letters. I was under the impression
that you were conscious of it. Well, we need not worry about it.
All will be well. Your heart is good and my effort is as vigorous
as it can be. I always have your good at heart and nothing
else. I hope to take much service from you. Ask Draupadi to
write to me in detail.

Blessings from
Baru

From a facsimile of the Hindi: Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Fivanke Solah Varsha,
between pp. 136 and 137



10. LETTER TO KANTI GANDHI
December 18, 1934

CHI. KANTI,

I have had no letter from you for some time. I should like
you to observe some rule. I for my part did reply to your last
letter. How are things with you? Ramdas is here at present. He
is fairly well. Devdas came and stayed for two days. Lakshmi
has gone with Rajaji. Kakasaheb is in Madras. He has gone
there to help in the Hindi work. Ba is all right. For the rest,
read Harijan.

Most probably I shall have to go to Delhi at the end of
this month.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7291. Courtesy: Kanti Gandhi

11. LETTER TO JUGALKISHORE BIRLA

December 18, 1934
BHAI JUGALKISHOREJI,

The enclosed letter is for your perusal. If the land required
by Kshitishbabu is not of use to you and is not too valuable
either, you may give it away to him and take back Rs. 1,500.
If, however, it is valuable, I have nothing to say.

You must be reading Harijan and Harijansevak.

Blessings from
Baru

From Hindi: C.W. 8004. Courtesy: G. D. Birla



12. LETTER TO HATIM ALVI'

December 19, 1934

Of the many happy memories of the late Maulana, the one
that persists most with me, is the gift by him, on the conclusion
of my fast of 21 days at Delhi, of a cow as an earnest of his
intense desire to see heart-unity among Hindus and Mussalmans.?
If he had been with us, he would have raised his voice against the
recent deliberate murder of the two Hindus® who foolishly criti-
cized the Prophet of Islam. Now-—alas!—one hears these murders
being extolled publicly as if they were meritorious acts.

I wonder whether you and your League have taken any
steps to educate the public along the right path.

Yours  sincerely,

M. K. GanbpurI

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

13. LETTER TO DR. PATTABHI SITARAMAYYA
December [19), 1934

DEAR DR. PATTABHI,

This is village paper. The ink is village-made, and the pen
is made of village reed. Do the villagers manufacture paper there?
If so, at what price?

I have your full letter. Yes, we must meet. Since you have
time, you have to be humble enough to ask for the responsibility
you can shoulder — work of the highest order, with or without
office, whichever is better for your work. In this service of the
destitute, there is no room for ceremony.

1 The addressee had asked Gandhiji to send a few words of tribute to
Mahomed Ali.

21n 1924; vide Vol. XXV, p. 226.

3 At Karachi and Lahore

4 The source has ‘29’, but in the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary
the last paragraph of this letter is entered under December 19, 1934 which
appears to be the correct date since Gandhiji left Wardha on December 28.

9
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And this business of rice, flour, gur, oil, ghee, etc., is a vast
business. You have to revive your knowledge of medicine.

There are two ways of doing the thing — by compulsion
through State organization, or voluntary effort, i.e., organized
honesty or non-violence . . .I.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GAaNDHI
Incidents of Gandhiji’s Life, p. 224

I14. LETTER TO G. SITARAM SASTRY

[December 19, 193412
MY DEAR SASTRY,

I do hope that the Jayanti function will be a success and that
it will result on the one hand in a greater appreciation of your
effort by the public and on the other in a greater devotion to
their duty by the workers.

You will see the . . .3 papers.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

SHRI SITARAM SASTRY
Vinava AsuraM, KALYANAKAVOOR
CuanporLeE P. O., GuntUuRr DisT.

From a copy: C.W. 9176. Courtesy: G. Sitaram Sastry

15. BYE-LAWS OF THE ALL-INDIA VILLAGE
INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION

[Before December 20, 19341*

(1) The ordinary general meeting of the Association shall be
held once every year, and at any time an extraordinary meeting
may be convened by the Secretary with the consent of the Presi-
dent, and shall be convened upon a requisition being received by

1 Omission as in the source

2 From the postmark

3 Omission as in the source

4 The rules framed under bye-law 10 were issued to the Press on his
date.



BYE-LAWS OF THE ALL-INDIA VILLAGE INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION 11

him from not less than one-sixth of the members on the roll.
One-fifth the number of members on the roll, with a minimum
of seven, shall form a quorum.

(2) The first financial year of the Association shall be from
the 14th December, 1934 to 31st December, 1935, and thereafter
the calendar year.

(3) Meetings of the Board of Management may be sum-
moned by the Secretary, as and when necessary, or when required
to do so by one-third the number of members on the Board.

The Secretary may circulate a proposition amongst the members
of the Board, and when all the members have agreed to it, such shall
have the force of a resolution passed at a meeting of the Board.

For a meeting of the Board of Management one-third the
number of members, with a minimum of four, shall be the quorum.

Any member of the Board of Management who is absent
at three consecutive meetings without leave shall be deemed to
have vacated his office.

(4) Proper records shall be kept by the Secretary of all
proceedings of the general meetings and the Board meetings,
with the attendance of the members there, and such minutes
shall be signed by the President at the meeting at which they
are confirmed.

() This Association shall not be responsible for any obliga-
tion, financial or other, entered into by any person without
written authority signed by a person duly authorized thereto on
behalf of the Association.

(6) The Board of Management shall have power to remove
any member from the roll by a resolution of the Board passed by
at least three-fourths of the number of members on the Board at
a meeting, of which due notice had been given and this matter
had been placed on the agenda.

(7) Every member shall send to the Secretary a report of
the allotted work done by him for every quarter so as to reach the
Central Office not later than one month after the expiry of that
quarter.

If no reports are received for three consecutive quarters from
any member, such member will cease to be a member and vacate
his office, if any.

(8) Institutions which undertake to abide by the rules and
regulations laid down by the Board of Management for affiliation
may be on application affiliated by the Secretary.

(9) It shall be competent for the Board to issue certificates to
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persons who may be prepared to deal in village manufactures
coming within the province of the Association.

(10) The duties of agents may be prescribed by the Board
from time to time.!

AGENTS’ DUTIES

The Board of Management has framed a set of rules defining
the duties of agents under bye-law No. 10. They are as follows:

(1) To begin with, the agent will be expected to attend to
the programme already drawn up by the Central Office. After
he has made a fair start with the Central Office programme, he
will be expected to make a survey of all such industries that may
be revived, improved or introduced in his area and shall forth-
with report to the Central Office results of his investigations and
submit a programme of work based thereon for examination by
the Office.

(2) Every agent will be expected to attend to the sanitation
and hygiene of the villages within his area.

(3) With a view to finding markets for the surplus products
of the villages, he should induce reliable merchants to store
village products for sale, at prices mutually fixed between the mer-
chants and the agent and so as to ensure the genuineness of such
products.

(4) He should carry on an intensive propaganda to create
a favourable public opinion for the programme in his area.

(5) He may invite and receive subscriptions and donations
to meet the expenses in connection with his work and should not
expect any financial aid from the Central Office. But he shall
not utilize any part of the funds so collected by him for his own
personal requirements.

(6) He may appoint, whenever necessary, and if funds
at his disposal permit, paid workers needed for his work.

(7) He shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and
disbursements, which will be subject to audit by the Central
Office.

(8) His work will be subject to the inspection and super-
vision of the Central Office.

(9) He shall submit a report of his work and an abstract
of receipts and payments for every month so as to reach the
Central Office not later than the 15th of the month following.

1 What follows was also issued in a statement to the Press.
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(10) Any neglect in submitting the monthly report and
statement of accounts, or in carrying out instructions from the
Central Office, will involve cancellation of the agency.

I have the names of some workers who have volunteered
to act as agents for the Association. I would like those whose
names I have already got and others to send in their names to
Sjt. Kumarappa at Wardha, with sufficient details, so as to ena-
ble the Board to make its choice. The chief thing to bear in
mind is that no one should take charge of more villages than
he can manage, with or without the help of co-workers whom
he has to find, and that the Board is to undertake no financial
responsibility. It is felt that the Board can never cover all the
seven hundred thousand villages of India, if it is to employ
paid agency. It has started work with the belief that there are
self-sacrificing men and women enough who realize the neces-
sity of serving the villages, which have remained long neglected,
though everyone knows that city life would be impossible if there
were no villages to serve them.

Hariyan, 28-12-1934

16. LETTER TO AGATHA HARRISON

December 20, 1934
MY DEAR AGATHA,

I have your doleful letter. The situation does not disturb
us here as much as it disturbs you. The thing is you do not
know Sir Samuel Hoare. The Indian Government has always
been a one-man rule. Sir Samuel Hoare’s philosophy demands
that Indian wishes should not be consulted, much less respected,
except when they reflect those of his advisers. The latter have
made up their minds that the White Paper!, now the J. P. C.2 Re-
port, is the last word. The Congress has decided that nothing is
acceptable unless its wishes are taken into account. The Congress
also recognizes that Sir Samuel holds the power and that the
Congress must not use the little power that it has got. There-
fore you friends on your side should, if you can, resolutely say

1 Embodying the British Government’s proposals for reforms based on
the discussions at the Round Table Conferences in 1931-2

2 Joint Parliamentary Committee which examined the White Paper and
endorsed its proposals with some modifications



14 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

that the existing state should remain till time has arrived for a
change by consent of the ‘governed’. Not that even your effort
will succeed. But you will at least have the satisfaction of know-
ing that you had done the right thing. If, on the other hand,
the friends over there think that they cannot conscientiously take
up that attitude and that they must accept the Report if it can-
not be changed, you must prosecute that plan. If I were they,
I should sit silent, since I could not represent the Indian view.
The friends at least may be no party directly or indirectly to
‘imposing’ by force a constitution on India, which would be the
case if the constitution is passed. Read Chintamani’s warning
enclosed. Not that it means much. The Home Member was
quite clear on the point. But his being clear was a cruel reminder
of India’s present helplessness.

My case is pending. There also the story is the same. They
have made up their minds. But I may not anticipate. C.F.
Andrews is in Calcutta. He is fighting like a Trojan against the
heaviest odds and he will presently give you all the latest news.
Meanwhile you and other friends should rest assured that I shall
take no hasty step. Ample warning will be given of my inten-
tions. But what are my intentions worth! Man proposes, God
disposes. Let His will be done, not mine, nor yours.

I have no time to tell you the story about the paper or the
ink or the pen in which and with which this is written.

Love.

Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 1483

17. LETTER TO HARIBHAU UPADHYAYA
December 20, 1934

BHAI HARIBHAU,

I have your letter. I see from the newspapers that there is
again some trouble. I shall look into the scheme of Hindi Vidya-
pith when I get it.

Correspondence courses have been introduced in the Mahila
Ashram. I wish, if I may, to include your name among the
teachers to be appointed for it.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi: C.W. 6081. Courtesy: Haribhau Upadhyaya



18.  EXPANSION OF “HARIJAN>

Some readers have taken exception to the way in which the
columns of Harijan are being occupied with the development of the
village industries scheme, and some others have welcomed the
change in what they had thought was monotony of presentation.
Either opinion is probably hasty. Any problem connected with
the welfare of villages as a whole must be intimately related to the
Harijans, who represent over a sixth part of India’s population.
If villages get good rice and flour, Harijans will benefit by the
change as much as the rest of the population. But there is a
special sense in which Harijans will benefit. Tanning and the
whole of the raw hide work is their monopoly, and economically
this will occupy perhaps the best part of the new scheme. In-
deed, Harijans, in so far as they have given their opinion, have
welcomed the expansion. Those who were tired of monotony were
also in my opinion wrong. The pages of Harijan could not be
filled with matters that had no connection, direct or indirect,
with those in whose interest it was being published. Those who
complained of monotony were perhaps not sufficiently interested
in the cause.

No doubt it would be true criticism if I were told that the
columns of Harijan were not as interesting as they might be made.
There are causes for this which are inherent in the movement
itself. It must be confessed that removal of untouchability is not
a popular cause in the sense in which great political movements
have been and become popular all over the world. Removal of
untouchability is a mighty social reform. But it cannot furnish
sensations. It is a plodder’s work. And record of the work of
plodders requires editorial gifts of a high order to make it inter-
esting. Plodders can only attract plodding editors. Therefore,
the only way before those who are intimately connected with the
Harijan movement is to continue to work with an ever increasing
faith in the cause and leave the result to take care of itself.

A little time ago there appeared in the Press a paragraph
that the Gujarati edition of Harijan known as Harijanbandhu was
about to be stopped, because it was being run at a loss. The
news was premature and unauthorized. There was indeed a talk
about it. But when Thakkar Bapa heard of it, he soon smashed

15
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it by saying that none of the three editions, Hindi, Gujarati and
English, could be stopped. The remedies available for avoiding
losses on these weeklies are three:

(1) Raising of subscription;

(2) Voluntary reduction by the printing and editorial staff
in the remuneration they receive for their labours;

(3) An appeal for increase in the number of subscribers.

The second remedy has been, and is still being, tried. Re-
duction in the expense of publishing the papers is being steadily
pursued. There is limitless scope for increase in the number of
subscribers. And now that village industries and general village
uplift is to occupy a fair portion of Harijan, there should be an
automatic increase in the number of subscribers.

Harijan, 21-12-1934

19. THE NEW BABY

The much-talked-of All-India Village Industries Association
was born amid calm surroundings and without any fuss or cere-
mony on the 14th instant at Wardha, which will be its head-
quarters by reason of the munificence of Sheth Jamnalalji, who
has set apart ample ground with buildings for the use of the
Association. Of this, however, hereafter.

Let us make the acquaintance of the foundation members who
are the first Board of Management. Shri Shrikrishnadas Jajooji,
the President, is a lawyer who had a distinguished career during
his school and college days. He left a lucrative practice long ago.
He has been identified with the philanthropic activities of Sheth
Jamnalalji and is the President of the All-India Spinners’ Associa-
tion, Maharashtra Branch.

Shri Kumarappa, the Organizer and Secretary, is a Chartered
Accountant, who vyears ago left a growing practice in Bombay
and took up under Kakasaheb Kalelkar honorary appointment as
Professor at the Gujarat Vidyapith. He served, with Sjts. Bhula-
bhai Desai and D. N. Bahadurji, ex-Advocate Generals, on the
Public Debts Committee appointed by the Congress, and has been
the financial adviser of the Bihar Central Relief Committee.

Shri Gosibehn Captain is one of the four indefatigable Nao-
roji sisters who have for years been completely identified with
khadi and been responsible for conducting khadi embroidery classes
for poor girls in Bombay started by Shri Mithubehn Petit, who has
dedicated herself to the service of the poor in the villages of Gujarat.
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Sheth Shoorji Vallabhdas is a well-known merchant of Bom-
bay. He has been organizing khadi centres and has brought into
being the Swadeshi Bazaar, of which the dividend, if any, is to
be devoted solely to the promotion of village industries.

Dr. Khan Saheb (ex-I. M. S.) is the elder brother of Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan. He takes the place of his brother who, but
for his incarceration, would have been a member of the Board.

Shri Lakshmidas Purushottam was a well-known merchant
in Malabar before he gave up his business to join the Satyagraha
Ashram at Sabarmati. It was he who organized khadi in Guja-
rat, became the right-hand man of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
during the terrible floods of Gujarat in the year 1927 and has
been likewise to Rajendrababu in the earthquake relief work in
Bihar.

Dr. Profulla Ghosh (D. Sc.) is among the favourite early
pupils of Dr. P. C. Ray, who, leaving a high post at the Govern-
ment Mint, has for years been living on a mere pittance and has
devoted his life to public service.

Shri Shankerlal Banker (M. A.) studied advanced chemistry
in England and on return entered public life in 1916. He is
the Secretary and soul of the All-India Spinners’ Association
and possesses an all-round knowledge of khadi and, therefore,
of the condition of villages, possessed, perhaps, by no one in the
same extensive manner as he does.

Thus, with the exception of Sheth Shoorjibhai, the Board
contains members who have no private finance or business to look
after and whose sole concern would be in one way or another
to consult the welfare of the villagers in everything they do.
They are all on the Board solely to shoulder the tremendous re-
sponsibility of striving to carry out the object of the Associa-
tion. The reader will study the simple constitution of the Asso-
ciation.! If it is assisted by the public in a tangible manner,
it will give hope to the millions of villagers; it will turn the
city-dwellers, who are today their exploiters, into real helpers and
servants; it will establish a living link between the intelligentsia
and the illiterate masses; it will be instrumental in abolishing
all distinctions between man and man, and it will turn the
villagers from being mere creators of raw produce, which they
have practically become, into self-sustained units and caterers
for most of the requirements of city-dwellers. In a task such
as this, naturally political differences are sunk, all who will assist

1 Vide Vol. LIX, “A.I.V.ILA.—Object and Constitution’’, 14-12-1934.
60-2
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are invited to join as members, agents, workers, associates or
advisers, according to their wishes and capacity.

The task is tremendous. Nothing but Divine Grace can
fulfil the expectations raised about the work of the Association.
And Divine Grace only attends intelligent, tireless effort. The
members of the Board are pledged to such effort. Their past
record is an earnest of the future.

The Association, though it is a creation of the Congress, has
been deliberately made non-political and autonomous. Its mem-
bers are pledged, whilst they remain such, to abstain from any
campaign of civil disobedience. As its adviser and guide, I
can say that the Association has no further aim than that of
bringing about the economic, physical and moral betterment
of the villagers.

The reader will observe that the work of the Board of
Management is to be done through honorary agents, at least in
the first instance. The agents have to select their own areas of
operation, and they will be expected to confine themselves to,
and to concentrate their attention on, those areas only. There may
thus be an agent even for one single village. The Association
may, therefore, have as many agents as there are villages in
India. Therefore, no honest person, however humble, need be
deterred from offering his or her services. The idea is to de-
centralize the work as much as possible. Thus alone can inten-
sive work be done with the utmost economy consistent with
efficiency. I hope that willing and honest workers will be found
all over the country to take part in this glorious work of volun-
tary village reconstruction.

Harijan, 21-12-1934

20. LETTER TO JOHN HAYNES HOLMES

December 21, 1934

I have your very kind and full letter. Yes, Mirabehn did
extraordinarily well both in Great Britain and America. Truth
gives a power that nothing else can. And Mira wanted to express
through her speech nothing but what she believed to be the whole
truth. She will certainly come to you whenever she feels the call.

As for me I have no call at all. I feel that my work lies
here and I can best speak to the world through my work in India.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai



2]1. LETTER TO AN ITALIAN

December 21, 1934

The interior signification of truth for me is that it gives
me a peace which passeth understanding. The exterior consists
in rendering me a fitter instrument of service.

The value of missionary effort lies, in my opinion, in their
having roused in us the spirit of inquiry and in inducing heart-
searching.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. G.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

22. LETTER TO K. M. MUNSHI
December 21, 1934

BHAI MUNSHI,
Do take proper rest. In my view Khan Saheb is a real bhakta.
I have nearly finished your last chapter!. The other chapters
I will read now. For whose benefit did you write all this in
English? I do not know if you have explained your aim in the
earlier chapters.
Please do not expect a long foreword from me.
Blessings to you both from
Baru

Apvocate K. M. MunsHI
PaNcHGANI

From Gujarati: C.W. 7565. Courtesy: K. M. Munshi

1 Of Gujarat and Its Literature
19



23. LETTER TO ANNAPURNA
December 21, 1934

CHI. ANNAPURNA,

I had your letter. Find out the count, evenness and strength
of the yarn spun by the villagers. Get the weaving done soon.
Do not neglect their other occupations. What kind of rice
[,polished or unpolished,] do they eat? Sow some seeds of cotton
and leafy vegetables in your courtyard. It is better for one to
do one’s own manual work, as far as possible.

All are well, T hope.
Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 2784

24, LETTER TO S. AMBUFJAMMAL
December 21, 1934

CHI. AMBUJAM!,

I have your letter and also Father’s. You have given me
no trouble at all. You had and you will always have the right
to tell me everything. Indeed how can I help you if you do not
tell me all without any reservations?

Now please steady your mind and do what service you can.

Some hand-made paper has been sent for you. It is rather
expensive; the bill will be sent to you. It will be paid here;
some money belonging to you is lying here, is it not?

Do not give up your study of the Ramayana.

Keep writing to me.

Janammal? should write to me.

Let me know if you had any difficulty in reading this.

Keep your parents happy.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: C.W. 9598. Courtesy: S. Ambujammal

I Daughter of Srinivasa Iyengar
2 Addressee’s niece
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25. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR
December 22, 1934

DEAR SISTER,

I read your draft resolutions only last night. They were
received at noon. I like the first. The last I like the least. I
hope you duly received my letter containing my message! and a
letter to Dr. Maude.

You must not overstrain yourself. I take it the Colonel
accompanies you wherever you go. He should receive the reply
by now.

Love.

Baru
From the original: C.W. 3517. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6326

26. LETTER TO HOMI MODY
December 22, 1934

DEAR MR. MODY,

I thank you for your letter of 19th instant about blankets
sent to Assam.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpuI
From a photostat: C.W. 4881. Courtesy: M. R. Masani

I For the All-India Women’s Conference; vide ‘‘Letter to Amrit Kaur”,
p- 4.
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27. LETTER TO JAMNALAL BAJAY

December 22, 1934
CHI. JAMNALAL,

Why is there no news from you yet about the condition of
your ear? Kishorelal and Gomati are laid up with illness. Gomati
is better now. Kishorelal still has a temperature. It is coming
down, however. Preparations are under way for shifting the
Industries Association to the garden. It has been planned to add
two rooms on the top of the building. Radhakisan had suggested
one. Now they are thinking of two. The plan involves an ex-
penditure of about Rs. 2,000. It is not absolutely necessary of
course to build the rooms. They will be useful mostly during the
monsoon. During day-time I can remain on the ground floor.
But at night I would certainly go up to sleep. These rooms
should be built only in view of their usefulness for the future.
Since the suggestion was made, I was tempted to give my con-
sent. If you refuse yours, the matter will end and Rs. 2,000 will
be saved. You know that the money is no longer yours. As I
write this, I feel that I myself ought to be firm and forbid the
construction of the rooms for the present at any rate. I will do
so. Please treat as cancelled what I have written above.

Krishna has written again on behalf of Sarup Rani gently
requesting that Prabha be sent over. I have replied! that she is
entrusted with such duties here that she cannot be easily spared,
but that some other good woman from there can be sent. I
think we can find somebody who will be a suitable companion
for her. If you can, help Sarup Rani. Otherwise you may
leave the matter to me.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2947

1 This letter is not traceable.
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28. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
December 22, 1934

BHAI VALLABHBHALI,

It is difficult to restrain brother Charlie!. If a person like him
does some harm, I think we should suffer it. But I am vigilant.
I have spoken frankly to him. Please do not worry on this
account. People also have realized that his comings and goings
signify nothing.

Kripalani’s case is different. He didn’t do well also in re-
lieving Rajaram.? I don’t think that Krishnadas will be able to
do justice to the work. But I don’t know all the facts of the
case. Why don’t you write to Kripalani? I have not read his
statements. Has he said anything indiscreet in them? If he has,
I also may write to him. If I write, he will immediately cor-
rect himself.

The way you controlled that meeting® was perfect. Personally
I liked your speech very much. It was very necessary to tell the
people all that.

For the present Ramdas will go to Bombay. He will leave
with Swami on the 27th or the 28th. He will stay in Mani-
bhuvan.

Why should we feel sorry about what Muslim friends do?
We should do our own duty. I wrote to Maulana and to Dr.
Ansari* about the murders in Sind and Lahore. I have received
their replies in which they tell me that they will try to do some-
thing. It is an extremely difficult problem. Since our outlooks
are completely different, we have no option but to endure
things. We should be satisfied if we do the best we can.

I shall leave this place on the 28th for Delhi. At the most I
shall stay there one month. The meeting of the Village Indus-
tries Association has been fixed for January 31. I am sure you
will come to Delhi. It will be convenient if the Working Com-

1 C. F. Andrews

2 From the post of the paid secretary of the A. I C. C.

3 To protest against the sentence of two years’ imprisonment given to
Abdul Ghaffar Khan on a charge of sedition; vide Vol. LIX, p. 429.

4 The letters are not traceable.
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24 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

mittee meeting is fixed around 15th January. I should like to
come away from Delhi as early as possible.
How is Abhyankar? What did you do about your nose?
Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 146-9

29. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA
December 22, 1934

CHI. SHARMA,

I am not pained by your fast!. You will come through it
safely. Tell me at Delhi about its conclusion. I shall be there
on the 29th. Tell me your experiences too during the fast.

It will be a big achievement if Krishna recovers her health.

My papers are still untraced.

I have no knowledge of any newspaper reproducing the notice.

Ramdas will write to you. He has no peace of mind here.
Now he observes no restrictions on food.

Blessings from
Baru

From a facsimile of the Hindi: Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Fivanke Solah Varsha,
facing p. 138

30. LETTER TO MIRZA ISMAIL

December 23, 1934

With regard to the visit to the Frontier Province I hope
you saw the statement I issued to the Press.2 I shall strain every
nerve to avoid a clash. With me it is not a matter of sacrificing
anything for anything else. Is not the vast meaning of sacrifice
self-purification? So long as my submission to the Viceregal
will does not harm the cause it shall continue. You may de-
pend upon it that I shall take no hasty step.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

1 The addressee had undertaken a fourteen days’ fast.
2 Vide Vol. LIX, pp. 442-3.



31. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
December 23, 1934

CHI. NARANDAS,

I got your letter. Harakhchand and Vijaya passed through
here today. Kanu! met them at the station.

You must have observed that Jamna? is not happy at the
thought of your leaving the place. It is for you to decide. If
your presence there is essential, then I would not think at all
of drawing you away from there. I once put this question
to you. Think over it again if necessary.

Ramdas is very eager that his two children should secure
admission to an infant school somewhere. If that is done, Nimu
should stay with them. Ramdas thinks that Bhavnagar will suit
very well. But, then, where would Nimu stay in Bhavnagar?
What would happen if any of them was taken ill? I, there-
fore, have advised him to send the children to Rajkot and the
idea has appealed to Nimu. I have told him that the Bal Mandir
there will continue to run whether or not you remain.
Am I right? Send me a report about its affairs and let me
know whether you would advise Nimu to bring the children there.
Address the reply to me at Birla Mills, Delhi. Drop a brief
note to Nimu as well. I think Ramdas must have gone to
Bombay. He cannot be said to have fully recovered yet. He is
following a treatment of his own choice at present. He can
move about a little. Nimu also wants to learn. She is taking
lessons in playing on the sitar and learning English. I have told
her that it can be done even there.

A letter for Aunt® is enclosed. She has lived to a ripe old
age indeed.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I. Also C.W. 8426. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

1 Addressee’s son
2 Addressee’s wife
3 Raliatbehn, Gandhiji’s elder sister; the letter is not available.
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32. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

December 23, 1934
BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

You must have seen the mill-owners’ resolutions. See that
they don’t quarrel among themselves. If any of them listen to
you, advise them. I have written to Kasturbhai and Chaman-
bhai.

I do hope that wherever you go you will tell the people
about the Village Industries Association. It has great potentia-
lities.

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 150

33. LETTER TO VENILAL A. GANDHI
December 23, 1934

CHI. VENILAL,

I think your problem is a difficult one. Your minimum
need will be Rs. 50. I think it will be difficult to pay so much
from the funds which are for Harijan work. I am of the view that
grown-up children should be permitted to study in accordance
with their wishes. You have, therefore, no choice but to find out
some business. Please do not expect any help from me.

Blessings from
Baru

SyT. VENILAL GANDHI

C/o MANEKLAL AMRITLAL GANDHI
RaNavav

PorBANDAR STATE, KATHIAWAR

From Gujarati: C.W. 921. Courtesy: Venilal A. Gandhi
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34. LETTER TO DR. FAMES HENRY COUSINS!

December 24, 1934
DEAR FRIEND,

Surely the friends have perpetrated a joke. I am no repre-
sentative of the domain of literature. I have no University qualifi-
cations. I cannot write after my name even a ‘““a failed B. A.”,
having never gone beyond the London Matriculation. Nor can
I call myself a literary man by training. I am no judge of prose,
much less of poetry. Some of the latter I cannot understand. My
ignorance is really appalling in the domain of literature. I had
therefore to send you a negative telegram? which I hope you
received in time. Though therefore I cannot propose your name,
I can at least hope that you will win the prize.

With greetings of the season and regards to you and Mrs.
Cousins.

Yours  sincerely,

M. K. G.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

35. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR
December 24, 1934

DEAR SISTER,

I have your several letters. My prayers are certainly with
you in your noble endeavour.

C. F. Andrews should be here on 26th.

Here is the message duly signed.

Love.

Baru
From the original: C.W. 3518. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6327

1 The addressee had requested Gandhiji to recommend his name for the
Nobel Prize.
2 The telegram is not traceable.
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36. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
December 24, 1934

DEAR DAUGHTER,!

You have kept me in great anxiety by not writing earlier.
But you will not be you if you did otherwise. Thank God however
that I have your card and letter received yesterday. All well
here. Lali? is playing in Bombay. Mehr? is here studying a little
and playing. She seems to be happy. We leave for Delhi on
28th.

Hope you are eating well. No more today.

Love.

Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 312

37. LETTER TO JAMNALAL BAJAY
December 24, 1934

CHI. JAMNALAL,

I got your letter regarding Gangadharrao. It is a difficult
matter. I don’t think we can give money in this manner. I
can’t give my final decision, however, without discussing the
matter with Gangadharrao. I am writing to him. I will say this
same thing in my letter.

I am returning with this Gangadharrao’s letter.

Get your ear completely cured.

I suppose you know about the plan to let Kamalnayan go
to Colombo.

I have told Khan Saheb about Abdul Ghani*. He will write
to the latter. He has offered to pay all the expenses himself.
He has called Ghani to Delhi for treatment of his tonsils, but it
is not certain whether Khan Saheb himself will be able to go.
He has been prohibited from entering even the Punjab. The

1 This is in Urdu.
2 & 4 Abdul Ghaffar Khan’s sons
3 Mehrtaj, Abdul Ghaffar Khan’s daughter

28



LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI 29

question is whether he can pass through the stations inside the
Punjab boundary on his way to Delhi. He has sent a wire to
the Punjab Government.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

If Madanmohan is there, please ask him to write to me
and give me an account of his experiences in the Frontier
Province. He could get no opportunity at all to talk with me.

A wire has been received today saying that the order! has
been withdrawn.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2948

38. LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI

December 24, 1934
CHI. MANILAL AND SUSHILA,

I have had no letter from you, though it is time I had
one. I hope all of you are well.

You will now be having a new Agent?. Let us wait and
see whether he proves his worth.

Did your Diwali number sell more copies?

Ramdas is getting on fairly well. Should I assume that you
will not be able to send a permit?

I am going to Delhi for a month at the most. I will leave
this place on the 28th. Ba will accompany me.

I am getting ready for jail. But it will be some time vyet.
It won’t happen before February.

Have you met Rees Jones? He is a very good man. He was
here for a few days.

Lakshmi has gone to Madras with Rajaji. Devdas is get-
ting along very well.

Kishorelal and Gomati were bed-ridden for two or three
days. They are better now. There is nothing to worry about.

I have been keeping good health. For the past three months,
I have been taking fresh milk, uncooked vegetables and fruit.
Hot drinks include only warm water with honey or heated sugar-
cane juice. This regimen has had no ill effect at all.

1 Prohibiting Khan Saheb from entering the Punjab
2 Syed Raza Ali
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What crops do you currently raise in the fields there?
What is the total number of residents? Are all the buildings
being used?

How is Sam?

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 4829

39. LETTER TO SAHEBYI MAHARAYF
December 25, 1934

DEAR SAHEBJI MAHARAJ,

Your prompt and full reply came in vyesterday with the
stainless steel nibs. They give me pleasure and pride. I shall
try them. But my soul just now resides in the villages. The
paper on which I am writing is village-made and so is the reed
village-grown from which my pen is made. Economic laws like
many others appear to be of two kinds, good and bad. Good
laws should be good for all. Just now men, like the cows, seem
to be a burden on the land. Do the majority need to die, so
that the few city people may live? My humble attempt is to
show that the villagers do not need to die and that they have
an inherent capacity to live if they would but shed their laziness
and make a corporate effort to live. City people have no such
inherent capacity. Hence like Genghis they have to produce
human hecatombs.

You will forgive me for arguing with you. I do, because I
want to discover the flaw, if there is one, in my method of ap-
proaching the common object—all-round happiness.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanDHI
From a photostat: G.N. 2160



40. LETTER TO ANAND T. HINGORANI

December 25, 1934
MY DEAR ANAND,

Father has just seen me. He has decided to work for the
A.I.V.I.A. He is full of hope. He offers to build for you a floor
over the present house wherein you can live your own indepen-
dent life, and wishes to support you too. I want you to accept
the proposal. I hope you will take care of yourself and be tho-
roughly restored. Vidya must write. No more just now.

Love to you both.

Baru

SHR1 ANAND HINGORANI

Clo A. S. BaaccHaND KEWALRAMANI
CosmoPOLITAN VIsHIN CoTTAGE CoLONY
SarojiNt Namu Roap

SUKKUR (SIND)

From a microfilm. Courtesy: National Archives of India and Anand T.
Hingorani

41. LETTER TO JAMNALAL BAJAJ

December 26, 1934

CHI. JAMNALAL,

Please do not insist on the construction of the two rooms
just now. I have refused my consent after thinking about the
matter very carefully. Isn’t all your money a Trust now? It
will continue to yield sufficient income only if we save every
pie that we can. This is true whether the property belongs
to a private firm or to a Trust for the poor. In fact, we should
exercise more care in the case of the latter. I have not been able
to prepare a draft for the Maganlal Memorial. Most probably
I shall draw up one.

I shall be very happy if nothing happens to Abhyankar.
Tell him when you meet him that I frequently think of him.
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32 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

Khan Saheb is going to Delhi with me. Mehr too will
be there. She also is doing well. At present Anand’s father and
Vaikunth Mehta are here. The latter has returned after a world
tour. He will take great interest in the Industries Association.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2949

42. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
December 26, 1934

BHAISHRI VALLABHBHAI,

I got your letter.

I have written to Gangadharrao. Jamnalal had sent me
his letter. I was not convinced by his argument. I have, there-
fore, asked him to come to Delhi. How long can we go on
meeting the deficit in this manner? And from whom are we to
beg the money?

You must have read Brelvi’s article about the murders in
Karachi and Lahore. I will see now what can be done in Delhi.

There was a letter from Andrews. He is hopeful. He is ex-
pected today. I don’t think his being hopeful means anything.

Dr. Khan Saheb was served an order by the Punjab Gov-
ernment too. But he had to go to Delhi. So he asked me
what he should do, since he would have to pass through the
Punjab on his way. I, therefore, sent a wire to the Punjab Gov-
ernment asking whether the order also covered the railway
stations. A reply to that has been received saying that the order
was being withdrawn with effect from the 28th. And the
Frontier order is expiring on the 29th in the natural course.
If, therefore, they don’t renew it, Khan Saheb will be able to
enter the Frontier Province also. Mehr, as has already been
arranged, is coming along with me. She will have no company
—except mine, of course.

Vaikunth Mehta is here in connection with the Village
Industries Association. He will stay for two more days yet.

I understand what you say regarding the nose. Since the
doctors forbid you, we are helpless.

Be quite firm about the constructive work. If the people do
not overcome their lethargy and attend to the essential tasks,
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there will be no satyagraha movement and no swaraj. We must
learn mutual co-operation.
Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 150-1

43. VILLAGERS® HANDS

Dr. Ansari’s is the latest reasoned opinion received on un-
polished rice, whole wheatmeal and gur. I share it with the readers.
The same kind of categorical replies have been received also from
other eminent medical men. A digest of these is being prepared
by Sjt. Kumarappa and will be duly published in these columns.
Meanwhile let workers and others ponder over the following:!

.. . In the process of polishing rice, all outer coverings of the
grain are removed, consisting of the husk as well as the pigmented cover-
ing containing Vitamin B, fat and protein, which are necessary for
health and growth. It has been proved that the absence of Vitamin B
from polished rice has been instrumental in causing beri-beri. Un-
polished rice, on the other hand, not being subjected to the boiling
process used in polishing rice in the mills, retains Vitamin B as well as
the protein, fat and mineral matter. . . .

. . . The wheat grain consists of bran or outer envelope, mainly
composed of cellulose, the kernel consisting of starch and the germ
consisting of soluble starch, protein and some fat. . . .

In the process of milling, the germ and the bran are rejected,
and with it undoubtedly are discarded some of the most useful chemical
constituents of the wheat, for with the germ a considerable amount of
protein and fat are lost, and with the bran are lost mineral matter as
well as some protein. . . .

Gur, jaggery or molasses is produced as by-product in the manu-
facture of crystallized sugar. . . . Gur, consisting of cane-sugar and fruit-
sugar in the proportion of 2 to 1, would be assimilated more rapidly
than cane-sugar alone taken in the same quantity. Therefore, the nutri-
tive value of gur is at least 33 p.c. superior to refined sugar.

The truth of the opinion can be tested by everybody for
himself by trying pure gur, chakki-ground whole wheatmeal and
hand-pounded unpolished rice.

Harijan, 28-12-1934
I Only extracts are reproduced here.
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44. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA

Birra Mirrs, DeLHI,
December 29, 1934
CHI. SHARMA,
Your fast should be completed today. Give me a full
account soon. I reached here this morning.
Ramdas has gone to Deolali with Swami and will proceed
from there to Bombay.
Blessings from
Baru

From a facsimile of the Hindi: Bapuki Chhayamen Mere fivanke Solah Varsha,
facing p. 140

45. A MESSAGE

December 29, 1934

The thought of Hindu-Muslim unity filled the whole being
of Hakim Saheb. As we remember him today the best thing
would be to cleanse our hearts and make all the effort we can to
strengthen this unity.

M. K. GanpHI
From a facsimile of the Hindi: Dillika Rajanaitik Itihas, Part II, p. 213

46. INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS

December 29, 1934

Mahatma Gandhi said that he hoped to leave Delhi on January 28,
1935, as he must be at Wardha positively on the 29th. His work here is
primarily concerned with Harijan uplift in this area, and also the promotion
of village industries nearabouts.

He wished to make it perfectly clear that his visit had no connection
with the work in the new Assembly, which begins on January 21. It was
by pure accident that the Assembly work of Congressmen commences at a
time when Mahatma Gandhi is here in connection with Harijan and village
uplift work.
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DISCUSSION AT HARIJAN HOME, KINGSWAY CAMP, DELHI 35

Questioned about his proposal to visit the Frontier in view of the
Viceroy’s advice against it, Mahatma Gandhi said:

It is beyond me and I have nothing to say at present.
The Hindustan Times, 30-12-1934

47. DISCUSSION AT HARIJAN HOME,
KINGSWAY CAMP, DELHI!

[December 29, 1934]2

[canpupr:] Is this the hut that I was told was being hurried-
ly erected for me? Why this height of 16 feet, and these heavy
pillars and this high plinth? A simple cutcha hut with grass-
thatched roof was the one I had in mind and had expected to
find here. It should not have cost more than Rs. 500, whereas
this has cost Rs. 2,500.

[MaLkANI:] The thing had to be hurriedly arranged. We have not had
more than two rooms, we thought we should have a small terrace where we
could have a little shamiana and where you might get plenty of sun and pri-
vacy as well. We went in for iron beams and rafters, as wooden ones would
have taken much time.

[c.] No excuse at all. If you knew that this thing was go-
ing to cost so much, why did you not give up the idea altoge-
ther? I should have been perfectly comfortable in a tent. The
pity is that you forgot that you were the representative of Hari-
jans and villagers. You acted as Sjt. Ghanshyamdas’s representative.
If you had engaged some villagers to put up a genuine, bona-
fide village hut, you would have had a sample of the work that
our villagers can still do, and it would have conformed to our
standard. And why this spiral staircase? You might easily have
procured a wooden staircase!

[M.] No Bapu, it has been borrowed and will be returned as soon as
we do not need it.
. . In the evening, to cap the tale of our woe, came a newly-bought
spittoon, and it was placed on his table by an unwary friend. That was the
signal for a final explosion.

[c.] Who ordered this and why was it purchased?

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai’s “Not Hut but a Palace”
2 On this date Gandhiji arrived at the Harijan Home.
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[BrijkrIsHNA :] I had asked for one. I thought it would be borrowed.

[c.] But did you not also know that if it could not be
immediately borrowed, the friends in the town were sure to
purchase it?

[B.] I knew, but I had not thought that a thing costing a rupee
and a half would be purchased. I should have gone in for one costing four

annas or so.

[c.] And you would not have minded four annas! Well,
send this back at once. I should be satisfied with a small earthen
cup which costs almost nothing. I thought you would instinc-
tively understand these things. Well, now let me tell you that if
anything is purchased without my permission, I might be driven
to non-co-operation with you.

. . It was bed-time. Beds were being brought, and immediately
Gandhiji said:

No bed-stead necessary. The cotton mattress over the mat is
quite enough. Not that I should not use it if health made it
imperative, but I should do without it as long as I could.

But, Bapu, even the poorest villagers have got their charpais.

[¢.] T know, I know. Does that mean that we should imi-
tate them in that convenient matter, when we cannot possibly
imitate them in other things? If we cannot live like them, must
have better food and better clothing, let us at least have the poor
consolation of doing without a bed-stead.

Harijan, 11-1-1935

48. SPEECH AT HARIFAN INDUSTRIES
EXHIBITION, DELHI

December 30, 1934

Crores of women who can spin and weave are starving at
present. We should wear khadi so that they may get a piece of
bread, if nothing more. We regard it as a matter of dharma to
treat crores of Harijans as untouchables. By boycotting Chamars,
Dheds, etc., we alienate them from our culture. No industry or
profession through which one tries to earn an honest livelihood,
can be regarded as degrading. It will be impossible to protect
the cow if we do not win over the Harijans. Hides worth crores



LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK 37

of rupees are exported from our country. It is our folly that we
export more hides than any other country in the world. By doing
that, we deprive the Harijans of a means of livelihood.

It is a great sin, a crime, to consider any human being as
inferior to ourselves.

[From Gujarati]
Gujarati, 6-1-1935

49. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK

Brra Mirrs, DELHI,
December 31, 1934

CHI. PREMA,

It is about 6 a.m. now, but it is pitch dark outside. My
hands are stiff with cold. It is waste land all around where I am
staying. A Harijan Ashram is to be established here. Two rooms
have been built for special use. In addition, there are three or
four tents.

I got your letter. You may go on asking me any questions
that you like. I will reply to as many of them as I can when
I get time.

How is Kisan? She was to come and stay with you for
some time. What happened about that?

I am sure your work will go on and you will receive
monetary help as and when needed.

Since you have unshakable faith in the power of Ramanama,
you will certainly experience the truth of your faith. Go on re-
peating it even if you see darkness all around. If you do that, all
will be well with you.

The small size of land holdings is a big problem. It will
present difficulties even when we have power in our hands. Just
now our experiments are intended to find out what we can
do without power. Even small plots can be profitable if they
are cultivated intelligently. = We can demonstrate this only
through experiments. But our own superficial knowledge in this field
is a handicap. That is why we do not take up directly problems
relating to agriculture. Our present aim is to popularize such
crafts and industries as we can think of and as would be easy
for the villagers to learn, so that we may teach cultivators to shed
their lethargy and may also promote the application of intelli-
gence to crafts. The rest will follow.
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I am certain that the people’s condition was better formerly
than it is today. This can be proved. In the past, the country
drew wealth from outside. Land holdings had not become frag-
mented to the extent that they have today, and wealth was not
drained out of the country as it is today. Nature did her work
in her own way. Now we interfere with her work without full
knowledge of her laws, and we do this in an organized manner.
The result is that we are completely impoverished.

Ramarajya is certainly an imaginary ideal, but it can also be
proved that something approximating to it did exist in former
times. It is true, however, that at no time in the past were
untruth and poverty completely absent and they are not likely
to be so at any time in the future.

The practice of retiring into mountain caves was undoubtedly
inspired by despair about the world. It may have had some use
in the past, but it has none today. To give one’s life in the
service of one’s fellow-beings is as good a thing as living in a
cave.

Our attitude towards other people should be the same as to-
wards ourselves. Though we may remain unattached to things con-
cerning ourselves, we shall certainly feel cold and heat and try to
relieve cold with heat and heat with cold. If we don’t succeed, how-
ever, we shall not sit down and start crying. That is non-attach-
ment. Our attitude to others shivering with cold should be the
same. We must try to relieve their suffering. Seeing them shiver-
ing, we will give them or share with them what we have. If
they still continue to shiver, we will suffer with them but will
not lose our patience and resort to violence or untruth. That
will be non-attachment on our part.

Khadi both is and is not a means of livelihood. It has been
described as Annapurnal.

Excepting violence, I think there are many things in Russia
which seem worth accepting. It is possible, however, that the
changes which now seem realizable only through force will not
be accepted by people voluntarily in the very same form. But,
then, it is not right to draw inferences, as all of us do, from
what we read. We should think about our problems independent-
ly for ourselves. The person who is affected by a problem can
solve it best.

It is impossible to eliminate inequality completely. But we
can bring about the maximum measure of equality only by follow-

1 Goddess Parvati, literally one who overflows with food
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ing the path which I have shown. It is not a new truth I
am holding up before the country but an old one (though per-
haps in a new manner).

Cultivators can derive great hope from the fact that, by en-
gaging themselves in subsidiary industries in their spare time, they
can add considerably to their income.

The economic interests of cultivators should be safeguarded
through proper organization. We can explain to them that
economic betterment will not be possible unless they learn to
organize.

The law of karma is easy to understand. It is similar to
the law which we learn in mechanics. When several material
forces operate simultaneously, we see only one result of their
operation. That is also how karma operates.

You may, if you wish, go to a very small village. But it
will be enough if you stick to the present place. If you can
achieve complete success in one place, it will have the same effect
that a right angle has.! At present we have no right angle.

I shall be here up to the 20th.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10365. Also C.W. 6804. Courtesy:
Premabehn Kantak

50. LETTER TO VIDYA R. PATEL
December 31, 1934

CHI. VIDYA,
I got your letter. You do not seem to be writing to any-
body in the Ashram. Have you kept up any study there? If
you become lethargic, you will not be able to run your home
when you have one. Do not, therefore, remain idle a single
minute. You should spend some time in good reading and
some in doing useful work.
I shall be pleased if you write to me regularly.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 9589

1 In a parallelogram, where if one angle is made a right angle the
remaining angles also will be right angles.



51. LETTER TO RAMESHWARPRASAD NEVATIA
December 31, 1934

CHI. RAMESHWAR,

I had your letter. You did well in writing at length.
Keep up the practice. Teach Bhai Ghani to be as simple as possi-
ble. Let him come here if he wishes to. We shall have his tonsils
examined by Dr. Ansari. I have sent through Swami a letter about
the workers of the sugar mill. Send me a reply to it.

I shall be in Delhi till the 20th. Address the letter to Birla
Mills though I am staying on the new plot purchased for Harijans.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 3041

52. LETTER TO S. AMBUFfAMMAL

December 31, 1934
CHI. AMBUJAM,

Your letter. You should see Kakasaheb from time to time.
Krishnan Nair says that both the Devakis can come when the
Ashram is opened. There is nothing to say about Lilavati.
Inform me when everything is ready.

I expect you got the articles from Bardoli.

The stay in Delhi will extend up to the 20th at least. Keep
writing to me. Ba, Mirabehn, Marybehn and Khurshedbehn
are with me. Lilavati too is in Delhi. It is pretty cold here.
Ramdas has gone to Bombay and Prabhavati is in Wardha.
Mehrtaj is here living at Dr. Ansari’s.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

You can take curds instead of milk and rice instead of
wheat; the quantity of milk should be the same.

From a photostat of the Hindi: C.W. 9599. Courtesy: S. Ambujammal
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53. INTERVIEW TO “THE HINDUSTAN TIMES”

DEeLHI,
Fanuary 1, 1935

It is true that I enjoy friendly relations with General
Smuts.! We even met in London during the Second Round Table
Conference and had discussions about India’s goal. It is true
also that he had advised acceptance of the proposals adumbra-
ted in the White Paper, as distinguished from the J. P. C. Report.
General Smuts had given that advice with certain reservations.
I might state that to General Smuts’s letter I had sent no reply.
His was an informal private letter calling for no reply.

I would advise the public not to attach any importance to
a matter of purely personal concern, carrying no public signi-
ficance, especially when my opinion? on the White Paper pro-
posals remains unchanged.

On his attention being drawn to recent newspaper reports suggesting
that Mr. Andrews’s recent visit to India was in connection with the J. P. C.
Report, Gandhiji emphatically stated that it had nothing to do with the
Report, nor was Mr. Andrews the bearer of any letter from General Smuts.

His visit was predominantly in connection with his forth-
coming broadcast this month. So far as the J.P.C. Report is
concerned, we had the briefest casual conversation, not exten-
ding over a few minutes, during which I gathered that Mr. C. F.
Andrews was in substantial agreement with my opinion that
the proposals are utterly unacceptable.

The Hindustan Times, 2-1-1935

1 Gandhiji was asked to comment on the report that General Smuts ‘‘had
impressed on Gandhiji the necessity of co-operating with Government in
face of the strong rebellious Tory die-hard group which desires to sabotage
and so destroy the whole scheme of constitutional reforms”.

2 Vide “Letter to Agatha Harrison”, pp. 13-4.
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54. LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI

Derui,
Fanuary 2, 1935

CHI. MANILAL AND SUSHILA,

I got your letters as also the cable regarding Ramdas and
Nimu. I wanted something like this, but I had not asked for a
cable. It is difficult to say if Ramdas will go [to South Africa].
At present he is looking for an opening in some business in
Bombay. Anyway Manilal has, though belatedly, discharged his
obligation.

Harilal has for some time now settled in Rajkot. He seems
to have undergone a metamorphosis.

I have noted what Sushila writes about Sita. It will be enough
if she is educated as you four brothers were educated by me. I don’t
repent it. It does not matter that they had no formal schooling.
They have lost nothing thereby. Harilal was stubborn and did
eventually go to school, doing himself harm. What children get
in the loving company of their parents they can get nowhere else.
Sita need not be sent here. Know that you have a duty towards
Sita as you have your other duties. When you try to discharge
this duty you will learn the lesson of pure brahmacharya. Just by
her trying to pick up your calling she will train herself. She will
pick up your speech whether decent or indecent. If you know
your grammar she will learn it. If you can keep your accounts,
she will learn her arithmetic. She will dust, cook, fetch water,
tend the plants, learn press work. In this way by learning your-
selves and helping others learn, you will all rise higher and higher.
When she grows up you can send her elsewhere where she can
learn more. This is the purport of the varnashramadharma
and there is economics underlying it. This is true education. Give
up your fondness for schools. It is my firm belief that although
the schools may offer you a free play for the intellect they do
little towards character-building. I myself know many who
have suffered in character by going to school. I do not know of
many people who could add lustre to their character by attending
schools. I for one believe that those parents who send their child-
ren to school do not observe their dharma. Yes, when the child-
ren grow up, that is, say, attain the age of sixteen, they can
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do whatever they like. Hence, let Sita remain under your personal
care till sheis sixteen so that she turns out an accomplished girl
and may not suffer any kind of handicap. To achieve this she
should participate in all your activities and play her part in-
telligently. With this you will have observed your dharma.
The purport of all that I have said is only this: Forget for the
time being your obsession with schooling for Sita. Let her have
as much English, Hindi, Gujarati as you two can give her. Teach
her your calling. You can impart to her plenty of knowledge
through everyday conversation. In this way she will be making
rapid progress. The right thing for her is to stick right there.
Teach her the prayers, bhajans, etc. She should learn the Rama-
yana and other stories. Let her know about the Gita and other
books. Some books you and Sushila have to read just for Sita’s
sake. None of you need think of the country for the time be-

ing. When you come you should all come together. Having
thought over all this “do as you like”’l.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 4831

55. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA

FJanuary 2, 1935
CHI. SHARMA,

I have your letter. Certainly I am responsible? but I had
understood that you had nothing to hide. Do not read the
letters that you get or don’t let them affect you. Amtussalaam
has not come here so far, she is probably at Indore. It is a great
thing that Krishna has recovered. What is your diet these days?

Blessings from
Baru

From a facsimile of the Hindi: Bapuki Chhayamen Mere fivanke Solah Varsha,
between pp. 140 and 141

! Bhagavad Gita, xvii. 63
2 For other people learning about the addressee’s fast



56. DISCUSSION AT CENTRAL BOARD,
HARIJAN SEVAK SANGH!

[ January 2, 193512

‘Why’, some of them asked, ‘should this be put into a pledge?’3 And
this pledge seems more sociological than humanitarian. Eradication of un-
touchability is one thing, but this levelling of status seems to be altogether
a different thing. Are we to regard our servants as equal to us in status?
You seem to be driving us slowly to social and economic revolution.

[canpHI:] I am surprised that the truth dawns upon you
so late. You are very much mistaken if you feel that Harijans
expect anything less from you. You may be quite ready to treat
a few Harijans on terms of equality, but unless you are prepared
to treat all—the sweeper and the scavenger—and not merely a
Harijan Judge sitting on a Court Bench—you have not rid your-
selves of the evil. The very idea of superiority is most loath-
some. It is at the back of most of the race feuds in the world.
The thing is universal, I am afraid, but among us, it is in its
cruellest form, because it is claimed to have got a religious sanc-
tion.

‘You are right, Mahatmaji,” said one of the members, ‘there are some
members on our Board who feel that Brahmins are superior to Vaishyas.’

[c.] They have no business to be on our Board. Removal
of untouchability means one thing for a Harijan, another thing
for a caste Hindu, and quite another for a Harijan Sevak.

‘I quite see the thing,” said Shrimati Rameshwari Nehru, ‘but how can
I sign the pledge when I know that I do not treat my servant as equal to
me in status? My peace of mind will go.’

G.] It need not go. ou will treat him as a member o
I d g Y ill hi ber of
your family.

[R. N.] It is easier said than done, Mahatmaji. How can I claim to
treat him as a member of my family when I sleep on a cot or a sofa, and
he stands at the door?

I Extracted from Mahadev Desai’s ‘“Self-introspection Week”

2 The pledge which was a part of the constitution was discussed and
adopted on January 2.

31t read: “I do not consider any human being as inferior to me in
status and I shall strive my utmost to live up to that belief.”
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[c.] You can, for the simple reason that you will sleep on
your feather-bed, not because you are superior to him, but because it
has become a need with you. No, no. You are unnecessarily
afraid. It is more a mental adjustment than physical. I shall give
you just one or two instances. When I went to Lady Astor’s,
she brought out all her servants to shake hands with me. They
hesitated, but then they saw that they did not need to do so.
Lloyd George, when I was his guest for a few hours, encouraged
all his servants, as he would his own children, to hand me
their autograph books for my signature.

[R. N.] I know, Mahatmaji, I know. Bertrand Russell also treats his
servants as equals.

[c.] Well, then, why should you be any less than Bertrand
Russell? You have a father who will place no obstacles in your
way and a husband who will go the whole length with you.

No, no. This pledge is absolutely essential. You cut at the
root of the movement if you do not have it, and you will justify
the attitude of the sanatanists. As you have to discharge the
financial obligations, you have to discharge the moral also, and
I must say that, just as I should rue the day on which I col-
lected money if I found that the money was ill-spent, in the same
way I should feel guilty if I found that I was not discharging
the moral obligation. You ought to have realized the implica-
tions of the movement when you joined it. I am not after extin-
guishing all differences. Who can destroy natural differences ? Is
there no difference between a Brahmin, a dog and a dog-eater?
And yet the Gita says:

fanfarades agw  afs  ghaty
qf S saurw 7 dfean awafma: !

i.e., ‘The men who have realized the Truth look with an equal
eye on a learned and cultured Brahmin, on a cow, an elephant,
a dog and a dog-eater.” There is a difference between them but
the man who knows the science of life will say that there is no
difference between them in status, as there is none between an
elephant and an ant, a savage and a savant. Of course, the savage
may be awe-struck before a savant; but the latter should not
have any sense of superiority. No, we are all equal in the eyes of
the law and God. That is the ideal we have to live up to.

But, then, there should be no master, no servant?

1 Bhagavad Gita, v. 18
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No. There is a beautiful Latin saying—Primus inter pares—
first among equals, and the Master or the President will be the first
among equals. I can see that it is difficult to practise the thing;
that is why you will say in your pledge that you will strive
your utmost to live up to your belief. That we cannot practise
it at once, or fully, does not show that the pledge is wrong; it
shows that human nature can be despicable. No, you have got
to understand that this is a fundamental thing of the movement.
Otherwise, you will justify the charge that it is a dodge.

Harijan, 11-1-1935

57. SPEECH AT HARIFJAN COLONY, DELHI!

January 2, 1935

The whole idea originated with Sjt. Ghanshyamdas Birla, and he had
now donated the grounds for the Colony. As President of the Board and
as a moneyed man, he was always thinking of ways and means for the economic
uplift of the Harijans, and his ambition was to make this Colony a centre
from which would radiate inspiration and all kinds of activity.

However, it is no use talking of one’s ambition. Every-
thing will depend on us, workers. No work will suffer for want
of money, that much I can say, from my own experience of
several institutions. Remember that we are debtors and Hari-
jans are creditors. We have until today delighted in mounting on
their backs, like ‘the old man of the sea’. We have exacted labour
from them and have not scrupled to belabour them, and even to
kill them, when they raised a voice of protest. A Meerut zamindar
is said to have seriously injured [some Harijans] and one has
died. In Kathiawar, a similar thing happened, and there, too a
Harijan died. The poor folks would seem to have been born in
order to toil and moil for us! We have been guilty of a heinous
sin, and it is time we expiated it. It is for that purpose that
the Sangh was created. It is a stupendous task, but it has to be
done. I have said it several times, and shall repeat it today, that,
unless we discharge our debt, Hinduism will perish. Untoucha-
bility must be destroyed, or else it will destroy Hinduism. That
is why I am giving myself no rest. Not that I do not need it. I
may say that I have several years of arrears of rest to cover, but
how can I have rest? How can one have rest with a raging fire
within? How can any Hindu, knowing that Hinduism is on the

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai’s ‘“The Self-introspection Week”



LETTER TO CARL HEATH 47

brink of an active volcano, afford to have a moment’s rest?
Not, surely, until the volcano is extinguished. In a stupendous
task of this character, a gift of Rs. 3,500, like the one given by
Ghanshyamdasji today, is as a drop in the ocean. Hundreds of
millionaires like him will have to empty their treasures for this
sacred task. If only you are consumed with a passion for it, the
task will be done. There is no lack of money, as Ghanshyamdasji
said. There will be none. All that is needed is the will and
passion for it. The service of the Harijans is the service of Hindu-
ism, and the service of Hinduism is the service of humanity.
Hinduism is no exclusive religion, it tolerates no intolerance.
Intolerance it holds to be a sin. But unless and until we befriend
the Harijan, unless and until we treat him as our own brother,
we cannot treat humanity as one brotherhood. The whole move-
ment for the removal of untouchability is a movement for the
establishment of universal brotherhood, and nothing less.

Harijan, 11-1-1935

58. TELEGRAM TO JAMNALAL BAJAJ

[On or after Fanuary 2, 19351

ABHYANKAR’S DEATH GREAT TRAGEDY. CONSOLE HIS
WIFE AND FAMILY. TELL HER SHE MUST BE BRAVE
IF SHE WOULD BE WORTHY OF A BRAVE HUSBAND.
I EXPECT HER TO KEEP UP THE TRADITIONS OF
SERVICE ABHYANKAR HAS BEQUEATHED.

The Hindustan Times, 4-1-1935

59. LETTER TO CARL HEATH

Fanuary 3, 1935
DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter of 2lst ultimo. Your previous
letter was read by Mirabehn, Mahadev and later by Andrews.
All of them put, independently of me, the same construction
that I had. Of course, I unreservedly accept your correction. I
simply want to say that it was after carefully reading your letter
more than three times that I sent you the reply? I did. Andrews

I' M. V. Abhyankar died on January 2, 1935.
2 Vide Vol. LIX, pp. 435-7.
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also read my reply to you, and he had nothing to suggest by
way of alteration.

Of course, you knew the existence of the repressive laws.
But you did not know, nor do you know now, what their conti-
nuance meant or means to us here. A strange confirmation of this
comes from Dr. Maude Royden who is reported to have said
at Karachi that the people in England knew nothing, through the
daily Press or otherwise, of the amazing things which she heard
during the two or three days she found herself amongst the very
sober women of India. Andrews will be able to give you first-
hand testimony of what he saw and learnt in Bengal.

You seem to regard the possibility of withdrawal of the forth-
coming Bill' as a calamity. In my opinion, if the withdrawal
comes even at the last moment, it will be a blessing both for
England and India, for the simple reason that persistence in the
measure in the face of an almost unanimous Indian opposition
to it would mean an unbending attitude on the part of the
British Parliament and utter contempt for Indian public opinion.
I hope you have seen the bitter comment made by Rt. Hon.
Sastri, who was at one time a persona grata at the India Office
whose complete confidence he enjoyed, and the equally bitter
comment of Hon. C. Y. Chintamani, who has been regarded as
a moderate among moderates and who has, in season and out
of season, condemned the Congress attitude in unmeasured
language.

Now for the briefest summary of my own personal objec-
tions to the J. P. C. Report. I read that Report and the White
Paper as one document. Whatever new there is in the former is
not regarded at this end as an improvement, but quite the con-
trary, and it is the last straw which has broken the back of the
Liberals. They had cherished the fond hope that the Joint
Memorandum signed under the leadership of the Aga Khan
would receive the favourable consideration of the Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee and that some, if not all, of its recommenda-
tions would be accepted by it. The contemptuous dismissal of
that Memorandum, beyond a mere courteous reference to it, has
extorted the following remark from Sastri:

No, Sir, it is impossible for the Liberal Party to give an atom of co-
operation. Co-operation with friends that wish well of us will be worth
while, but co-operation with those who have displayed the utmost

1The Government of India Bill on a new constitution for India. It
received Royal assent and became an Act on August 2, 1935.



LETTER TO CARL HEATH 49

distrust of us, who do not care for our views and demands, and who
enact a constitution in utter disregard of our wishes, what is co-operation
with them, I ask? I should call it a suicide.

SuUMMARY

1. There is no suggestion in the J.P.C. Report that there
should be a clause in the constitution providing for automatic
advance to complete independence or whatever the elected
representatives of India may decide to have.

2. The contemplated constitution saddles India with a
greater financial burden than she is bearing today without any
prospect of economic or political betterment.

3. At the centre, 80 per cent of the revenue is reserved out
of any popular control.

4. There is no popular control over the military, whether
as to policy or as to expenditure.

5. There is no popular control over the currency or the
exchange of the country.

6. Even the control over the 20 per cent proposed to be
left in the hands of the Finance Minister is subject to suspension
by the Governor-General.

7. The provincial autonomy adumbrated in the Report is
purely nominal, as the Governors of the provinces have such
wide powers that they can, whenever they choose, make an end
of responsibility. It would be utterly wrong for any Britisher to
infer from Colonial precedents that these powers will be rarely,
if ever, exercised. Indian past experience is quite the contrary.

8. Responsible Ministers have no right even to transfer any
member, either of the all-India service or of the provincial service.

9. The so-called autonomous legislatures will have no right
to amend the Police Acts or even Police Regulations.

10. British exploitation is made firmer than ever.

The overwhelming effect of all the foregoing objections consi-
dered together leaves an indelible impression upon the mind
that, bad as the existing constitution is, the threatened new one
will be infinitely worse. And what is more, if the threatened new
constitution is passed, it would be most difficult for years to
come to undo the mischief that will be done under it.

To clinch the whole of the objections, it is well to remember
that the constitution is sought to be imposed upon the people
who are already groaning under repression, such as, perhaps,
has not been equalled in British Indian history. I am making
this statement with the full sense of my responsibility. I have a
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vivid memory of Jallianwala Bagh. I have read Kaye and
Malleson’s volumes on the Sepoy Revolt, as it has been called,
of 1857. Both make gruesome reading. Then, it was the naked
sword. The repression represents the gloved fist, but deadlier
on that account.

You may make whatever private use you wish of this letter.
Nobody else is responsible for the opinion I have expressed in
this. It has been shown to no friend beyond Mahadev, Mira
and the typist.

My writing may seem bitter; but I would like to warn you
against putting any such interpretation upon it. The language
represents the truth and nothing but the truth as I have seen
and felt it. It does not represent the whole truth. If I had the
time and the capacity to give you the whole truth, the version
would be even worse than it is.

In spite, however, of the black picture that I see in it, I
have no bitterness in me against a single Englishman. I believe
that the English Ministers are pursuing what they believe to be
an honest policy to be adopted in the interest of India. It is
their honest belief that British rule in India has been, on the
whole, for her good. They honestly believe that under it India
has advanced in economic progress and in political capacity,
and that if India received the constitution that the vast number
of the intelligentsia wish for, it would be a bad day for her. It
is difficult to combat an honest belief, however erroneous it may
be, as, in my opinion, it is in this case. But it would also be
wrong to be angry over an honest belief of any person. Whilst,
therefore, I hold the strong opinion that I have expressed in
the foregoing summary I would ask you to believe me implicitly
when I give you my assurance that, God helping, I shall take
no step in haste or in anger.

I have retired from the Congress because, among other
reasons, I want to impose silence upon myself, so far as it is
humanly possible, about the political measures of the Government.
I want, in my voluntary isolation, to explore the yet hidden
possibilities of non-violence. Every action I am taking, no matter
in what department of life, is being taken with that end in view.
The only axe that I have to grind on this earth is to try to
understand the ultimate truth of things which, at present, I
seem to see only dimly. And after a laborious search I have
come to the conclusion that if I am to see it in any fullness I
can only do so by non-violence in thought, word and deed.
What this search will lead me to, I really do not know myself,
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nor have I the slightest desire to see it before its time. For me,
therefore, it is an incessant waiting upon God to show me the
next step, and I shall be grateful if any of you friends can, with
your full hearts, help me in that search.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GaNDHI

Carr HeaTH, Esq.
Lonpon

From a photostat: G.N. 1028

60. LETTER TO MRS. LINDSAY!
Fanuary 3, 1935

DEAR SISTER,

A happy New Year to you all. Your letter reached me just
in time to enable me to send you this little note.

I often think of you and my Oxford visits but the work in
hand crowds out all love letters.

We have very difficult times here in every way. But I don’t
lose hope. I know that winter must be followed by summer.

It is loving thought to regard one’s cats and dogs as mem-
bers of one’s family.

You know that Andrews was in our midst for a few days. He
expects to return in April. Dr. Maude Royden is in Karachi.
I expect to see her in Delhi where I am just now and where I
expect to be for over three weeks.

Mira, Mahadev and Devdas are here. Pyarelal is away near
Bombay.

With love to you all from us all,

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpuI
From a photostat: C.W. 9743. Courtesy: British High Commission in India

1'Wife of Dr. Lindsay, Master of Balliol College. A photostat of the origina<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>