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PREFACE

The period covered in this volume (April 25 to September
30, 1935) was a time of lull in the political field. Apart from
the Congress Party’s efforts in the Central Legislative Assembly to
register nationalist opposition to Government measures, there was
little public activity. Jawaharlal Nehru was in jail and there
had never been ‘“‘within living memory such unbending attitude
on the part of the Government” (p. 21). The suspension of civil
disobedience also had contributed to a sense of “despair and de-
pression everywhere” (p. 88). On September 3, however, in
response to an urgent appeal by Gandhiji the Government un-
conditionally released Jawaharlal to enable him to join Kamala
Nehru who lay seriously ill in a German sanatorium. This ges-
ture Gandhiji recognized gratefully in a letter to Agatha Harri-
son ““ as the one bright spot on the black and mournful surface”
(p. 429).

Gandhiji himself had remained unaffected by the surrounding
atmosphere of gloom and devoted all his time to village work.
He was convinced that, if “we have real love, i.e., ahimsa in
us, all will be well” (p. 21). He attached far more importance
to developing internal strength than to fighting the Government
merely on the political plane. He, therefore, saw no reason
for despair when there was ‘“the whole of the constructive
programme of work to do” (p. 89). This work was ‘so
taxing and so baffling’’ that he would if he could “‘stop all writing
and simply bury myself in a village and there work away . . .
[in] perfect silence” (p. 369). “The work of the Village Indus-
tries Association’” had been ‘‘going on steadily” for the past
several months, but there was ‘“nothing heroic to report”
(p. 85). Itrequired dedicated workers, workers who would not
run away from difficulties but would face them boldly. ‘“The
greatest shortcoming in us all,” Gandhiji complained to a co-
worker, “is the lack of the Kshatriya spirit. We lose heart much
too soon’ (p. 450).

A particularly difficult condition which Gandhiji laid down
for the village workers was that they should earn their livelihood
in villages by their own labour. ‘Return to the villages,” he
explained, “means a definite voluntary recognition of the duty
of bread labour and all it connotes.” It was Gandhiji’s faith
that obedience to ‘“‘the law of bread labour will bring about a
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silent revolution in the structure of society’” by ‘‘substituting the
struggle for existence by the struggle for mutual service,” by re-
placing the “law of the brute” by “the law of man” (p. 212).
To a worker who had argued that engaging in bread labour would
leave the volunteers no time for other useful service to the vil-
lagers, Gandhiji replied: “Intelligent bread labour is any day
the highest form of social service. For what can be better than
that a man should by his personal labour add to the useful
wealth of the country?” * ‘Being’ is ‘doing’,” he explained. By
“living right all along the line” workers can “infect their sur-
roundings whose limit may in course of time be the whole of
India and then the Universe”. “In this service,” therefore, “‘the
welfare of one is the welfare of all.” From a practical point of
view also, Gandhiji assured the worker that, as the volunteers
acquired proficiency in their work, they would be able to earn
their livelihood in much less time than they needed in the
beginning and would have energy set free for other service (pp.
126-7).

As the programme of the All-India Village Industries As-
sociation began to take shape, Gandhiji came up against the prob-
lem of fixing a standard living wage for every class of village
artisans. For years he had presented it as an ideal that all labour
should be treated as of equal worth and paid for accordingly.
He, therefore, urged that the time had come for the All-India
Spinners’ Association ‘“to equalize . . . the prices of all labour
regulated by it” (p. 233). Philanthropic institutions, like the
A.I.S.A. and the A.I.V.I. A., “may not follow the commercial
maxim of buying in the cheapest market and selling in the dear-
est.”” The aim of the A.I.V.I.A. was “not to produce village
articles as cheap as possible”; it was ‘“‘to provide the workless vil-
lagers with work at a living wage”. It sought “to substitute false
and non-human economics by the true and human’. If the pay-
ment of a living wage to every artisan appeared impracticable,
it must be the Association’s “‘endeavour to make it practicable”.
“Truth,” Gandhiji asserted, “is ever practicable.” It was only
a question of educating public opinion (pp. 250-1). To make
the proposal practicable, the workers had themselves first to real-
ize that “they are but humble units in a vast family of artisans
and labourers who are semi-starved or wunderfed” (p. 286).
Likewise, Gandhiji appealed to the buying public to ‘“‘remember
that they are the unnamed members of that great trust,” namely,
the A.I.S.A., “and that the spinners are their wards” (p. 324).
To a socialist friend who was sceptical of the village industries
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programme and advocated large-scale industrialization, Gandhiji
repeated the reply which he had been giving from the very
beginning: ‘“Dead machinery must not be pitted against the
millions of living machines represented by the villagers . . .”
(p. 416). He was not against machinery as such. He would,
he said, “prize every invention of science made for the benefit
of all”’. He even conceded that ‘“heavy machinery for work of
public utility which cannot be undertaken by human labour”
had “its inevitable place’” provided it was ‘“‘owned by the State
and used entirely for the benefit of the people” (p. 187).

For India as a free nation Gandhiji pleaded for a common
language which would erect no wall between the masses and the
classes and, therefore, advocated the use of Hindi, as spoken
by the common people in the North, as the language of inter-
provincial intercourse. The question became a living issue after
the session of the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan at Indore from April
20 to 23 over which Gandhiji himself had presided (Vol. LX).
The session had passed what Gandhiji described as “Two Good
Resolutions”’, one of them giving a wide definition of Hindi so as
to include “the language written in the Urdu script but under-
stood both by Mussalmans and Hindus”. This resolution was
designed to show ‘that Hindi does not supplant the provin-
cial languages, that it supplements them” (p. 31).

Holding that there is no such thing as conversion from one
faith to another, Gandhiji emphatically declares, “I could no
more think of asking a Christian or a Mussalman or a Parsi or a
Jew to change his faith than I would think of changing my
own. . . . it takes all my resources in trying to bring my prac-
tice to the level of my faith and in preaching the same to my
co-religionists . . .”> (p. 457). The application of the general doc-
trine of swadeshi and svadharma suggested that everyone’s
religion is “good enough” for him (p. 456). Gandhiji would,
therefore, have the great and rich Christian missions “‘confine
their activities to humanitarian service without the ulterior
motive of converting India or at least her unsophisticated villa-
gers to Christianity, and destroying their social superstructure
... 7 (p. 458).

The completion of Gandhiji’s Borsad visit almost coincided
with the occurrence of the Quetta earthquake. The devastation
was widespread and formidable. In one sweep some 50,000
persons were buried alive. The appalling tragedy stunned
Gandhiji. He could not rush to the people’s help as he had

done earlier when a similar calamity had struck Bihar in 1934,
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because now people like him and Patel were not allowed to enter
the area for relief work. He valued Amrit Kaur’s service of the
poor and wrote to her: “Your letter brought tears to my eyes.
God will certainly bless service so conscientiously and selflessly
rendered” (p. 156). Gandhiji recognized that there were occasions
when practical relief was not enough or possible, when the
appalling disaster was a reminder, a call to prayer, to humility,
self-purification and inward search (p. 138). Physical calamities
were a divine chastisement alike for individuals and for nations
and should bring ‘“a sensible man down on his knees”
(p. 161). But he hastened to add that true “prayer is not a prelude
to inaction. It is a spur to ceaseless, selfless action” (p. 162).
He recognized, however, ‘“that the best human endeavour is of
no effect if it has not God’s blessing behind it (p. 138).

As in rendering service, so also in living up to one’s ideals,
Gandhiji recognized the limitations of human effort. He con-
fessed his ““fear of snakes, scorpions, lions, tigers, plague-
stricken rats and fleas . . .”” But life, he said, “is an aspiration.
Its mission is to strive after perfection which is self-realization.
The ideal must not be lowered because of our weaknesses or im-
perfections.”  While, therefore, he permitted and encouraged
the wholesale destruction of rats and fleas in plague-stricken
Borsad, he reiterated his belief in absolute ahimsa, in the sacred-
ness and kinship of all life. Accepting this contradiction be-
tween belief and action, Gandhiji strove to lessen the circle of
destruction and promote that of life and love. “Every failure
brings me nearer the realization (pp. 190-1).

This determination neither to compromise nor abandon his
ideal stood in the way of Gandhiji’s unreserved acceptance of
Harilal and approval of his desire to remarry. The prodigal
had returned to Gandhiji in August 1934 and given hope of
reforming himself. He now wished to remarry. Gandhiji’s reac-
tion was: ‘I feel that if he marries, it will not be proper for me to
let him stay with me. I may accept his marriage, but I can’t
welcome or like it” (p. 37). And when he further began to
suspect that Harilal had not reformed himself after all, he made
it clear to Narandas Gandhi that the “bond of blood-relationship

. shouldn’t make us violate moral principles. . . . the more
intimate the blood-relationship, the stricter should our attitude be.
Only thus can we do pure justice” (pp. 206-7). The brief recon-
ciliation between father and son had thus a tragic end. When
Harilal disappeared once again, Gandhiji suppressed all his
feelings as a father which had made him rejoice at his return
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a year earlier and told Narandas: “Leave him to his fate”
(p. 242).

Gandhiji’s inability to tolerate the lapses and failures of
those nearest him is also evident in these remarks to Kantilal Gandhi,
Harilal’s son: “Is it your fault or mine that you could not
recognize the love behind my harsh words? As a votary of ahimsa, I
should believe it to be mine, but as a father I would say it was
yours” (p. 35). The practice of the ahimsa of his ideal was thus
a constant struggle for Gandhiji. “It is not that I do not get
angry,” he told a questioner. “I do not give vent to anger. I
cultivate the quality of patience as angerlessness, and generally
speaking I succeed” (p. 45). In the sphere of public life, Gandhiji
seems to have succeeded in cultivating patience almost perfectly, for
it must have been from his own experience that he advised Pro-
fessor N. R. Malkani, Secretary of the Harijan Sevak Sangh, ‘“‘to
keep your peace and good humour in the midst of disappointments,
censures from the multitude of employers. . . . to bear . . . lashes

. and still say ‘Thank you, Sir’ (p. 327).

One decision which Gandhiji took during the period of this
volume related to his ideal of a perfect brahmachari. Indian tra-
dition frowns on physical contact between a man and any woman
other than his wife. ~But Gandhiji did not, as he said, “believe
in a brahmacharya which ever requires a wall of protection’ and,
therefore, saw nothing wrong in his practice of walking with his
hands on the shoulders of grown-up girls. But the discovery of
a youth in the Ashram who had been taking indefensible liberties
with the person of a girl who was under his influence set him
thinking and, after careful deliberation, he renounced his practice
lest it should be used by anybody as an example in defence of his
conduct. “Every act of mine,” Gandhiji wrote, explaining his
decision, ‘“‘is scrutinized by thousands of men and women, as I am
conducting an experiment requiring ceaseless vigilance. I must
avoid doing things which may require a reasoned defence” (p. 437).
This was a subject which was to exercise Gandhiji more seriously
in future.

Gandhiji’s synthesis of jnana and karma was so highly original
that it often baffled men who were accustomed to the dichotomous,
either-or way of thinking. To a Vedantin who tried to corner
him on the problem of evil in the world, he gave what he called
a villager’s answer: “If there is good there must also be evil,
just as where there is light there is also darkness . . .” Human
language, however, was not God’s and, therefore: “Before God
there is nothing good, nothing evil.” Even the Vedanta’s
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explanation of the world being maya “is a babbling of imperfect
humanity. . . . I am not going to bother my head about it.. . . I
am content with the doing of the task in front of me. I do not
worry about the why and wherefore of things.”” This attitude
of mind rested on the faith, which again Gandhiji called “a
villager’s explanation,” that “God is always with the doer of
good” (pp. 392-3). But faith, Gandhiji told a correspondent,
“is not a thing to grasp, it is a state to grow to. And growth
comes from within’’ (p. 28).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up in
small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of speeches
and interviews, as also passages which are not by Gandhiji, have
been set up in small type. In reports of speeches and interviews
slight changes and omissions, where necessary, have been made
in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with
the original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand
corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied
within square brackets, the reasons being given where necessary.
The date given at the end of an item alongside the source is that
of publication. The writings are placed under the date of publica-
tion, except where they carry a date-line or where the date of
writing has special significance and is ascertainable.

References to Volume I of this series are to the January 1969
edition.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N. refers
to the documents, M.M.U. to the reels of the Mobile Microfilm
Unit and S. G. to the photostats of the Sevagram collection
available in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya, New
Delhi; C.W. denotes documents secured by the Collected Works
of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the
text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered by
the volume are also provided at the end.
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LETTER TO S. AMBUJAMMAL (20-5-1935)
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LETTER TO SAMIRMAL (20-5-1935)

LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA (20-5-1935)

INTERVIEW TO A CHRISTIAN STUDENT (On or before
21-5-1935)

TALK WITH JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM (On or before
21-5-1935)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (21-5-1935)

LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (21-5-1935)

DISCUSSION WITH PIERRE CERESOLE (21-5-1935)

INTERVIEW TO ‘‘THE BOMBAY CHRONICLE” (22-5-1935)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (22-5-1935)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (23-5-1935)

LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (23-5-1935)

LETTER TO KHUSHALCHAND GANDHI (23-5-1935)

LETTER TO MADALASA BAJAJ (23-5-1935)

LETTER TO KANTI AND KANU GANDHI (23-5-1935)

LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA (23-5-1935)

LETTER TO RAJKISHORI TYAGI (23-5-1935)

LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM (23-5-1935)

SPEECHES AT BORSAD VILLAGE (On or after 23-5-1935)

LETTER TO F. MARY BARR (24-5-1935)

LETTER TO AGATHA HARRISON (24-5-1935)

LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (24-5-1935)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (24-5-1935)

LETTER TO JAMNALAL BAJAJ (24-5-1935)

LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI (24-5-1935)

LETTER TO SHANTIKUMAR MORARJEE (24-5-1935)

LETTER TO AVADHESH DUTT AVASTHI (24-5-1935)

DRAFT TELEGRAM TO  SUPERINTENDENT, WANLESS
SANATORIUM (After 24-5-1935)

WANTED ONE LAC RUPEES (25-5-1935)

LETTER TO BHAGWAN]JI P. PANDYA (25-5-1935)

LETTER TO VINAYAKPRASAD PANDYA (25-5-1935)

LETTER TO ANNAPURNA (25-5-1935)

LETTER TO BHAGWANJI P. PANDYA (26-5-1935)

LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (26-5-1935)

LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI (26-5-1935)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (26-5-1935)

LETTER TO KANTI GANDHI (26-5-1935)

LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (26-5-1935)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (26-5-1935)

LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM (26-5-1935)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (27-5-1935)
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KANU GANDHI (27-5-1935)

VAIKUNTHLAL L. MEHTA (27-5-1935)

V. N. ABHYANKAR (27-5-1935)
BALVANTSINHA (27-5-1935)

H. L. SHARMA (27-5-1935)

AMTUSSALAAM (27-5-1935)

BORSAD (27-5-1935)

KANTI GANDHI (28-5-1935)

NARANDAS GANDHI (28-5-1935)
PREMABEHN KANTAK (28-5-1935)
KRISHNADAS (29-5-1935)

MIRABEHN (29-5-1935)

VITHAL L. PHADKE (29-5-1935)
PURUSHOTTAMDAS THAKURDAS (29-5-1935)
H. L. SHARMA (29-5-1935)

KOTWAL (31-5-1935)

VIPIN D. PATEL (31-5-1935)
INAUGURATION OF VITHAL KANYA VIDYALAYA,

NADIAD (31-5-1935)

SPEECH AT

INAUGURATION OF BAL MANDIR, NADIAD

(31-5-1935)
STATEMENT TO THE PRESS (31-5-1935)
INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS (31-5-1935)
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS (31-5-1935)
STRUGGLES

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
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OF A WORKER (1-6-1935)
NARANDAS GANDHI (1-6-1935)
BEHRAMJI KHAMBHATTA (1-6-1935)
AMRIT KAUR (2-6-1935)

AMRIT KAUR (3-6-1935)
KAMALNAYAN BAJAJ (3-6-1935)
NARANDAS GANDHI (3-6-1935)

H. L. SHARMA (3-6-1935)

TELEGRAM TO C. F. ANDREWS (4-6-1935)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LET US
LETTER
LETTER

TO
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TO
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S. AMBUJAMMAL (4-6-1935)

SASTRI (4-6-1935)

VALLABHBHAI PATEL (4-6-1935)
HEMPRABHA DAS GUPTA (4-6-1935)
S. L. SOKHEY (5-6-1935)

RUKMINI BAZAJ (5-6-1935)
PRABHAVATI (5-6-1935)

PRAY (6-6-1935)

TO
TO

N. R. MALKANI (6-6-1935)
MANU GANDHI (6-6-1935)
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LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (6-6-1935)

LETTER TO PUPILS OF VITHAL L. PHADKE (6-6-1935)
LETTER TO NARMADABEHN RANA (6-6-1935)

LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (6-6-1935)

DRAFT TELEGRAM TO JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM «)n or after
6-6-1935)

LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS (7-6-1935)

LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (7-6-1935)

LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (7-6-1935)

LETTER TO PURUSHOTTAMDAS THAKURDAS (7-6-1935)
TRUE KINSHIP (8-6-1935)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
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TEHMINA KHAMBHATTA (8-6-1935)

TO JAMNALAL BAJAJ (Before 9-6-1935)

TO

LILAVATI ASAR (9-6-1935)

TO JAMNALAL BAJAJ (9-6-1935)
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K. M. MUNSHI (9-6-1935)

VALLABHBHAI PATEL (9-6-1935)

VIJAYA N. PATEL (9-6-1935)
BRIJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA (9-6-1935)
PURUSHOTTAMDAS THAKURDAS (10-6-1935)
KUNVARJI K. PAREKH (10-6-1935)
ALAMGHEIR (11-6-1935)

VASUMATI PANDIT (11-6-1935)

NIRUPAMA PANGALKAR (11-6-1935)

H. L. SHARMA (11-6-1935)

NARANDAS GANDHI (On or after 11-6-1935)
SHIVASEVAK TIWARI (12-6-1935)

TELEGRAM TO JAMNALAL BAJAJ (13-6-1935)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TALK WITH
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AMRIT KAUR (13-6-1935)

N. R. MALKANI (13-6-1935)
VITHALDAS JERAJANI (13-6-1935)
NARANDAS GANDHI (14-6-1935)
PRABHAVATI (14-6-1935)

HARIJAN SEVAK (Before 15-6-1935)

IMPLICATIONS OF PRAYER (15-6-1935)
CRIMINAL WASTE (15-6-1935)

THE EVIL OF GAMBLING (15-6-1935)

LETTER TO S. AMBUJAMMAL (15-6-1935)
LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL (15-6-1935)

MESSAGE ON OPENING OF MEMORIAL TO C. R. DAS

(Before 16-6-1935)
LETTER TO G. SITARAMA SASTRY (16-6-1935)
LETTER TO MOHANLAL (16-6-1935)
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MOHAMMAD AJMAL KHAN (16-6-1935)
MUHAMMAD ABOOSALEH A. NIZAMI (16-6-1935)
DR. M. B. GODBOLE (16-6-1935)

L. K. KIRLOSKAR (16-6-1935)

H. L. SHARMA (16-6-1935)

F. MARY BARR (17-6-1935)

N. R. MALKANI (17-6-1935)

VASUMATI PANDIT (17-6-1935)
VALLABHBHAI PATEL (17-6-1935)

N. R. MALKANI (18-6-1935)

C. G. JAGANNATHDAS (18-6-1935)
SARDUL SINGH CAVEESHAR (18-6-1935)
S. AMBUJAMMAL (18-6-1935)

AN AWARD (18-6-1935)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO

VITHALDAS JERAJANI (18-6-1935)
RATUBHAI DESAI (18-6-1935)
SOHANLAL OBEROI (18-6-1935)

TELEGRAM TO THE HOME SECRETARY (19-6-1935)
LETTER TO R. R. DIWAKAR (19-6-1935)

LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (19-6-1935)

A LETTER (19-6-1935)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

DISCUSSION WITH A VISITOR FROM QUETTA

TO
TO
TO
TO
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LILAVATI ASAR (19-6-1935)
BEHRAMJI KHAMBHATTA (20-6-1935)
NARAHARI D. PARIKH (20-6-1935)
F. MARY BARR (21-6-1935)
PREMABEHN KANTAK (21-6-1935)
VALLABHBHAI PATEL (21-6-1935)
KRISHNACHANDRA (21-6-1935)

22-6-1935)
A DISCUSSION (Before 22-6-1935)
NOTES (22-6-1935)
ALL LIFE IS ONE (22-6-1935)
FAECES AS CATTLE FOOD (22-6-1935)

WELLS FOR

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
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HARIJANS (22-6-1935)

NARAHARI D. PARIKH (22-6-1935)

F. MARY BARR (23-6-1935)
VITHALDAS JERAJANI (23-6-1935)
PADMA (23-6-1935)

MOOLCHAND AGRAWAL (23-6-1935)
AVADHESH DUTT AVASTHI (23-6-1935)
SHRINATH SINGH (23-6-1935)

TELEGRAM TO H. L. SHARMA (25-6-1935)

(Before
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F. MARY BARR (25-6-1935)
L. K. KIRLOSKAR (25-6-1935)
S. AMBUJAMMAL (25-6-1935)
NARANDAS GANDHI (25-6-1935)
DIWAN OF INDORE (Before 26-6-1935)
DIWAN OF INDORE (26-6-1935)
0. V. ALAGESAN (26-6-1935)
F. MARY BARR (26-6-1935)
C. G. JAGANNATHDAS (26-6-1935)
LILAVATI ASAR (26-6-1935)
LILAVATI ASAR (26-6-1935)
BENARSILAL AND RUKMINI BAZAJ (26-6-1935)
PURUSHOTTAM L. BAVISHI (26-6-1935)
NARAHARI D. PARIKH (26-6-1935)
VANAMALA N. PARIKH (26-6-1935)
JETHALAL G. SAMPAT (26-6-1935)
NARANDAS GANDHI (27-6-1935)
KAKUBHAI (27-6-1935)
VITHALDAS JERAJANI (27-6-1935)
VALLABHBHAI PATEL (27-6-1935)
F. MARY BARR (28-6-1935)
N. R. MALKANI (28-6-1935)
LILAVATI ASAR (28-6-1935)
NAVIN GANDHI (28-6-1935)

DUTY OF BREAD LABOUR (29-6-1935)
IMPROVEMENT IN SPINNING (29-6-1935)
NOTES (29-6-1935)

LETTER
LETTER
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F. MARY BARR (29-6-1935)
BALIBEHN M. ADALAJA (29-6-1935)
C. F. ANDREWS (30-6-1935)

H. L. SHARMA (30-6-1935)

S. AMBUJAMMAL (1-7-1935)

K. M. MUNSHI (1-7-1935)
NARANDAS GANDHI (1-7-1935)

H. L. SHARMA (1-7-1935)
NARAHARI D. PARIKH (2-7-1935)
SHIVABHAI G. PATEL (2-7-1935)
VASUMATI PANDIT (2-7-1935)
NARANDAS GANDHI (2-7-1935)
MRS. S. SRINIVASA IYENGAR (3-7-1935)
NARANDAS GANDHI (3-7-1935)
VALLABHBHAI PATEL (3-7-1935)
NARAHARI D. PARIKH (3-7-1935)
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VAIKUNTH L. MEHTA (3-7-1935)
KRISHNACHANDRA (3-7-1935)
AMRIT KAUR (4-7-1935)
SRINIVASA IYENGAR (4-7-1935)
S. AMBUJAMMAL (4-7-1935)
AMRITLAL NANAVATI (4-7-1935)
PRABHAVATI (5-7-1935)
LILAVATI ASAR (5-7-1935)
JANAKIDEVI AGRAWAL (5-7-1935)

HARIJAN CONFERENCE (6-7-1935)
MISSION OF KHADI (6-7-1935)
ON DIARY-WRITING (6-7-1935)
NOTES (6-7-1935)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
ADVICE
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TO
TO
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TO
TO
TO
TO
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F. MARY BARR (6-7-1935)

MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI (6-7-1935)

LILAVATI ASAR (6-7-1935)

NARANDAS GANDHI (6-7-1935)
PRABHASHANKAR PATTANI (6-7-1935)
NARANDAS GANDHI (7-7-1935)

AMRIT KAUR (8-7-1935)

K. M. MUNSHI (8-7-1935)

SAIYED KASIM ALI (8-7-1935)
NARANDAS GANDHI (9-7-1935)
LILAVATI ASAR (9-7-1935)

HARI GOVIND GOVIL (10-7-1935)

SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (10-7-1935)
PREMABEHN KANTAK (11-7-1935)
LILAVATI ASAR (11-7-1935)

NARANDAS GANDHI (11-7-1935)
PARIKSHITLAL L. MAJMUDAR (12-7-1935)
HEMPRABHA DAS GUPTA (12-7-1935)
KEISHO (Before 13-7-1935)

IDEALS AND PRACTICE (13-7-1935)

PUNJAB HARIJANS AND WELLS (13-7-1935)
NEED FOR A STANDARD WAGE (13-7-1935)
ALL-INDIA SPINNERS’ ASSOCIATION (13-7-1935)
MEMBERS BEWARE (13-7-1935)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
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TO
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CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (13-7-1935)
G. D. BIRLA (13-7-1935)
LAKSHMI NIVAS BIRLA (13-7-1935)
H. L. SHARMA (14-7-1935)
LACEY (15-7-1935)

PRABHAVATI (15-7-1935)

225
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BEHRAMJI KHAMBHATTA (15-7-1935)
LILAVATI ASAR (15-7-1935)
NARANDAS GANDHI (15-7-1935)
NARAHARI D. PARIKH (15-7-1935)
F. MARY BARR (16-7-1935)

K. V. RATNAM (16-7-1935)

BHAILAL PATEL (16-7-1935)
KAMALNAYAN BAJAJ (16-7-1935)

C. F. ANDREWS (18-7-1935)

AMRIT KAUR (18-7-1935)
HEMPRABHA DAS GUPTA (18-7-1935)
S. AMBUJAMMAL (19-7-1935)

F. MARY BARR (19-7-1935)
ASHRAM, WARDHA (Before 20-7-1935)

REMARKS ON THIRD-CLASS TRAVELLING (Before 20-7-1935)
MEANING OF NON-VIOLENCE (20-7-1935)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
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LETTER
LETTER
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LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
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ANAND T. HINGORANI (20-7-1935)
KEVALCHAND K. MEHTA (20-7-1935)
VASUMATI PANDIT (20-7-1935)

H. L. SHARMA (20-7-1935)
GOVINDLAL SAHA (20-7-1935)

A VILLAGE WORKER (Before 21-7-1935)
JANAKIDEVI BAJAJ (21-7-1935)
MADALASA BAJAJ (21-7-1935)
BEHRAMJI KHAMBHATTA (21-7-1935)
BHAGWANJI P. PANDYA (21-7-1935)
NARAHARI D. PARIKH (21-7-1935)
JETHALAL G. SAMPAT (21-7-1935)
MOOLCHAND AGRAWAL (21-7-1935)

DISCUSSION WITH MARY CHESLEY AND MIRABEHN (Before
22-7-1935)
TELEGRAM TO H. L. SHARMA (22-7-1935)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
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TO
TO
TO
TO
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TO
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MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI (22-7-1935)
MANU GANDHI (22-7-1935)
VALLABHBHAI PATEL (23-7-1935)
LILAVATI ASAR (24-7-1935)
NARANDAS GANDHI (24-7-1935)
LOUISETTE GUIEYESSE (25-7-1935)
F. MARY BARR (25-7-1935)
ABBAS K. VARTEJI (25-7-1935)
K. M. MUNSHI (25-7-1935)

HARI GOVIND GOVIL (25-7-1935)
KAMALNAYAN BAJAJ (25-7-1935)
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LETTER
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TO KEWALRAM (26-7-1935)

ADVICE TO ASHRAM MEMBERS (Before 27-7-1935)
HOW TO BEGIN (27-7-1935)
NOTES (27-7-1935)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO JOHN HAYNES HOLMES (27-7-1935)
TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (27-7-1935)
TO HARI GOVIND GOVIL (27-7-1935)

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS (27-7-1935)
VIOLENCE ?. NON-VIOLENCE (28-7-1935)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO NARANDAS GANDHI (28-7-1935)
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1. LETTER TO R. R. DIWAKAR
April 25, 1935

Yes, we have to submit to the most exacting orders! if we
are to learn the art of non-violence. Our submission has therefore
to be cheerful and intelligent.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

2. LETTER TO AGATHA HARRISON

WARDHA,
April 25, 1935

MY DEAR AGATHA,

I have your letter. Extra copies of Harijan will be sent to you.
Your description of the meeting in the S. E. of London is
entertaining.

Do not expect me to write another autobiography unless you
would send me to prison for a fairly long term and procure the
necessary permission to write it there. The papers can certainly
be collected and printed. Mahadev can do it best. But he is
overloaded with work. Nevertheless I shall see what is possible.

I do hope C. F. Andrews was able to go to his sisters. Yes, it is
good he proposed to stay there for two weeks. According to his
cable, he should have started ere this reaches you. But if he
is still there, please tell him he can stay longer if he likes. For the
moment I am reconciled to the outdoor life.

Mira is absorbed in her garden work from early morning
to late in the evening. Do not expect any letter from her for
some time. You see, we are trying to become villagers but we are
[far] from the thing. She is the whole-hogger among us all.

I am purposely not writing anything to G.F. A. as I expect
he will have left before this is in your hands.

Love.

Baru
From a photostat: G.N. 1489

1 The addressee was not allowed to enter Akola District under an order
from the District Magistrate.
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3. LETTER TO F. MARY BARR

WARDHA,
April 26, 1935

CHI. MARY,

If you had told me what to send I would have sent the
amount. But you are in the midst of friends. Let the bills come,
they would be honoured nevertheless. If you want me to send
you cash please write.!

I have told you in my wire that I could easily arrange for
your examination in Bombay or Nagpur. My impression is that
there is the apparatus in Wardha also. But if the friends there
advise otherwise, their advice should be followed.

We were all glad to see Duncan?. He does not look strong.
He will be here for two days.

Chandra is selfish. She prefers to be on the floor from which
there is no fall. And she would watch the fun of my slipping
from the bed down to the floor and probably having a bump
on the forehead. Tell her I shall succumb to none of her
wiles.

Love.

Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 6036. Also C.W. 3366. Courtesy: F. Mary Barr

4. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR
April 26, 1935

MY DEAR AMRIT,
I have your letter.
The sooner you go to Simla, the better. You will do what
work you can from there. It is well to recognize your limitations.
Evidently both of you need the change.

1 The addressee had fallen ill. The expenses of her treatment were
being met by Gandhiji.
2 Duncan Greenlees

2



LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI 3

Of course your yarn will be utilized. You will have to
spin for many months at the present rate before I can get a sari
for Ba and a loin-cloth for myself. But that is not just now of
consequence.  All that will come after your second training
here. Itis a tragedy that you cannot find anyone in all Jullundur
who knows all the processes. When one comes to think of it, the
progress of spinning among the so-called cultured classes is very
little.

Dalip Singh will find when he settles down to work among the
Harijans that they have skill enough to earn a living but that as
labourers they do not get employment as easily as the others and
that as artisans they do not find customers for their wares. No
doubt improvement can be and should be made in their method
of dealing with hide. But this will follow his taking up the work.
He need not work as a representative of our organization. He can
work independently and yet get all the technical assistance he may
need from us to the extent of our capacity.

The rain did interfere with our work at Indore but not much.
It damaged the village crafts exhibition that was held as a side
show. The women’s meeting too went off quite nicely. Thousands
of them came out, many perhaps for the first time in their lives.

Love.

Yours,
Baru
[PS.]

Letter returned.

From the original: C.W. 3530. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N.
6339

5. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
April 26, 1935

CHI. NARANDAS,

Enclosed is a letter from Mathew. I have written to him and
told him not to expect Rs. 65 at present. He can’t be given
anything more than what I mentioned. I have also told him that
just now he would have to join as no better than a labourer. If he
proves his worth, we may think further provided circumstances per-
mit. He may be given railway fare if anything is owing to him in
the accounts here, otherwise he will have to find even that from
where he is.



4 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

The prize of Rs. 1,00,000 has not been awarded to anybody.
But it may be awarded if a good enough model of spinning-wheel
is received. I have still not received a copy of the resolution. It
contains three main points: that the model cannot be considered
“handy’’; that only a model which is small enough for a village
house and can be easily lifted and moved whenever necessary can be
considered “handy”’; and that such a model cannot be manufactured
within Rs. 150. Would it require frequent repairs? And would the
expenses on repairs exceed five per cent of the cost annually? I
enclose a copy of the specific defects pointed out by Vinoba
and Kakasaheb. If Keshu! can remove these defects, let him do so.
Kale’s machine is not with me. It had gone to Ahmedabad. I
have asked them to send it back. But I may not get it back and,
therefore, may not be able to have a look at it. It is better that
Keshu should remain there and go on with his experiment. Let
him stay with you. He should fix a limit for the expenditure on
the experiments. If he wishes to come to me, he may certainly do
so. But I won’t be able to tell him anything more or guide him fur-
ther. There is nothing more to be explained about this experiment.
Even if his invention does not deserve a prize of Rs. 1,00,000,
whatever improvements he discovers are bound to be useful.

If the machine for making slivers has been perfected, it is
also a good thing. Let him describe in detail what progress he
has made with it. Since I have explained everything in this
letter, I am not writing separately to him.

You may now organize the school as you think best. If it
becomes a technical institute for our work, that would be excellent.
Languages should be taught from a different point of view altoge-
ther. At present they are taught from a literary point of view. We
should teach them simply as languages. The curriculum should
include Gujarati, Hindi and English and a little bit of Sanskrit. The
pupils should be taught the Urdu script. Instruction in these subjects
should be easy. They can be taught while the pupils learn crafts.
The crafts should be such as would bring the pupils some payment.
There should be no fee, the pupil’s earning through crafts being
counted as fee. Beyond a fixed limit, the earning would go to the
pupil. The fee should include all the expenses. You can introduce
these changes gradually without much trumpeting or publicity.
Find the staff locally, if possible. There should be no highly-paid

teacher. Kusum?, Lilavati’® and others who have got trained

1 Keshav Gandhi, Maganlal Gandhi’s son
2 Kusum Gandhi
3 Lilavati Asar



DISCUSSION WITH J. P. BHANSALI 5

should be your staff. If Keshu helps, nothing like it. Think over
this. If you wish to discuss this matter further with me, you

may do so.
Do something about the inspection of Titus’s! work and finish
with it.
Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

Enclosed is Vinoba’s opinion. I am writing to Raghunath
Shastri.

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8439. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

6. LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA
[After April 26, 193512

CHI. BALVANTSINHA,

I enquired and found your assertion to be true. The unasked-

for report gave me pain. Now Mahadev on being questioned

tells me that Kanti had tried persuasion. Did you inform before

you left? This much seems true even now that they were willing
enough to dine.

Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 1875

7. DISCUSSION WITH j. P. BHANSALI?
[Before April 27, 1935]

cANDHII: How much did you spin yesterday?

BHANsSALI: Not at all, I am sorry to say.

G. But I thought you had started spinning?

B. I did about fifty yards the other day. But that’s all.

6. How nice it would be if you would make a loin-cloth
for me. . .. I should be very glad if you could make a pair, but
even one would satisfy me.

1T, Titus, Manager, Ashram dairy
2 The addressee had left Maganwadi on April 26.
3 The discussion is extracted from Mahadev Desai’s ‘“Weekly Letter”.
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B. It would be a rare privilege to be able to spin for your loin-cloth,
but you know my state of mind!

Next day again there was a talk. With child-like naivete he asked
Gandhiji, “You do not want the loin-cloth. You want me to work. Don’t you?”

G. You are right. But if you must work, why not do this
thing for me?

B. If I must work, why not command me to do some other work? I
am not worthy to do this sacred thing for you.

G. But surely those who spun for the cloth I am wearing
were by no means purer than you.

B. No, Bapu. I am humbler than even the humblest, humbler than the
dust of their feet.!

Harijan, 27-4-1935

8. A4 GROWING VICE?

The Principal of the Sanatana Dharma College, Lahore,
writes:

Allow me to request you to peruse the accompanying newspaper
cutting, notices, etc., which speak for themselves. The Youth Welfare
Association is doing very useful work here in the Punjab. It has attracted
notice in academic and administrative quarters, while it has secured the
active interest of enlightened guardians of boys. Pandit Sitaram Das of
Bihar is the leading spirit of this movement which counts very many dis-
tinguished people here among its patrons.

The evil of juvenile seduction is admittedly more rampant in the
Punjab and North West Frontier Province than elsewhere in India.

May I pray that you will draw the attention of the country to this
canker through a note or letter in Harijan or in any other newspaper?

The Secretary of the Youth League wrote to me long ago on
this very delicate subject. On receiving his letter I entered into

1 Mahadev Desai had concluded: ‘““The next day old associates like
Kakasaheb tackled him. . . . Bhansali persisted in pleading his unworthiness.
‘But’, said Kakasaheb, ‘supposing Bapu were to ask one of us to fetch a glass
of water, and if all of us were to say to him, ‘we are sorry, Bapu, we have
not the purity to do anything for you’, what would happen to Bapu?’ That
seemed to go straight home. Bhansali wrote (for he talks only to Gandhiji):
‘All right, then. I spin. I shall err on the safe side.” And he is now
regularly spinning.”
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correspondence with Dr. Gopichand! who confirmed the state-
ments made in the League Secretary’s letter. But I could not see my
way clear to discussing the problem in these columns or elsewhere.
I had known of the evil but was not sure that a newspaper discus-
sion could deal with it to any purpose. Nor am I sure now. But
I may not resist the appeal of the Principal of the College.

The vice is not new. It is widespread. As it is necessarily
kept secret, it is not possible to detect it easily. It goes hand
in hand with easy life. In the case referred to by the Principal,
the teachers are alleged to be the corruptors of their own wards.
“When the salt loses its savour wherewith shall it be salted?”’

This is a matter which no commission, no government can
deal with successfully. It is the function of the moral reformer.
The parents have to be awakened to a sense of their responsibility.
The students should be brought in close touch with clean life.
The idea that ethics and clean living are the foundation of true
education, should be seriously propagated. Trustees of educational
institutions have to exercise the greatest care in the selection of
teachers, and having selected them they have to see to it that
they remain up to the mark. These are some of the ways in
which the awful vice can be brought under control even if it
cannot be eradicated.

Harijan, 27-4-1935

9. LETTER T0 G. V. GURJFALE

WARDHA,
April 27, 1935

MY DEAR GURJALE?,
Take your wife in your confidence. Realize that loyalty to

her is your complete shield. You will win the day.
Yours,
Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 1381

I Dr. Gopichand Bhargava, a Congress leader of the Punjab and

later a Minister
2 Also known as Bhikshu Nirmalanand



10. LETTER TO JAMNALAL BAJAj
April 27, 1935

CHI. JAMNALAL,

Kamalnayan! has left for Allahabad. I have written to . . .2
that I would be glad if she could come here; I should like to
meet her before the betrothal takes place. Ramakrishna® had
accompanied me to Indore. He has been detained there by Gulab
for two or three days. He will see Ujjain and other places near-
by. Both are expected to arrive today.

Prabhavati* had a letter from Brijkishorebabu’. He has
written to her that she should be ready to go to Bihar when he
asks her to do so. That means she may have to go there even
when there are no holidays. Prabhavati has replied to him
that she will be ready to leave as soon as she hears from him.

Chaudhari has come here. . . . I do not know what talk
you have had, but from what he and Valunjkar said, I under-
stand that you are prepared to give his wife Rs. 100 for serving
in the maternity home. I do not remember having discussed
this subject with you. But I do remember that Chaudhari had
talked to me. On the basis of our talk, Chaudhari’s wife has
resigned from the Seva Sadan at Poona. Chaudhari has already
arrived here, and his wife also will be arriving soon. From your
postcard to Valunjkar, it appears that you have not come to any
decision so far. You do not even know that lady. Please write
to me what you would now like to do about this matter. His
wife can be lodged in the orchard for the time being, though it
may not be possible to accommodate . . .7. The maternity home
will have to be built, and perhaps, we shall have to consider the
desirability of building it in the orchard. If you have decided to
engage that lady, then some portion of the upper storey of the
old bungalow or of the new one in which you are now living
should be spared for cases of delivery. But before taking in such

1& 3 Addressee’s sons
2 The name has been omitted.
4 Wife of Jayaprakash Narayan
5 Prabhavati’s father
6&7 Omissions as in the source
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cases, she should visit the women in their homes and examine
ordinary cases, give them medicines, meet village women, and so
on. For starting a maternity home, it will also be necessary
to spend some money on buying cots, etc. All this can be done
only after you arrive here and think over the whole matter. The
main thing, however, is, whether or not you wish to engage that
lady. Chaudhari cannot be given Rs. 100 from the Industries
Association. The Association can give him Rs. 25 per month at
the most, for he can be useful only in the experiments of making
hand-made paper.

I will pay a short visit to Bombay to see Kamalal. I think
it will be difficult to see her while she is on her way.

Madalasa? must have arrived there. I should like you to
give up travelling by trains and cars for some time.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2965

11. LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR
April 27, 1935

CHI. LILAVATI,
I have certainly no plans for a tour. Perhaps I may have
to go to Borsad. In the beginning of May at any rate I shall
be here.
You will stay with me in the orchard here. There is no room.
We are living in the verandah. There is a room but only large
enough to keep our things in. Bear these facts in mind before
you decide to come.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 9681

1 Kamala Nehru, who was to sail for Europe on May 23, under medical
advice
2 Addressee’s daughter



12. LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA
April 27, 1935

BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS,
I have made mention to you of Sharma from Khurja. He has
some familiarity with nature cure. I have known him for years.
He intends to gain some experience at Battle Creek and later
visit some nature-cure clinics of Europe, spending in all one
and a half years. He is self-sacrificing and clever but of a slightly
erratic temperament. He is full of the spirit of service. He had a
clinic of his own which he has squandered away. He had pub-
lished a few books which he has burnt because they contained
little knowledge gained from experience. I want to send Sharma
to America and Europe using some funds out of the amount you
intend to give me for this year. If this has your approval, find
out and let me know what the journey to Battle Creek will cost
and the convenient route. He will of course travel third or deck
whichever is available. What would be the cost of living there in
poverty? Do they take students at Battle Creek? Would it be
better for him to go via Japan?
How are you keeping now?
You will have seen that I have taken up the burden of the
Hindi Sahitya Sammelan.
Blessings from
Baru

From the Hindi original: C.W. 8009. Courtesy: G. D. Birla
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13. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA
April 27, 1935

CHI. SHARMA,

What is this? The matter was trivial but pregnant with
great import. I did take note of what you said. The load was more
than you could carry and you needed assistance. This was what
pained me. We are poor people; why need we carry so much lug-
gage ? You did not need anything beyond a book, a blanket, a towel,
a lota, a bowl, a sheet, a dhoti, a kurta and a cap. Why did you
bring more articles? And since you had brought, you should have
quietly called a porter and left, or you could have even left behind
the excess luggage as I had suggested. Neither Bhagwanji nor
Kishoreprasad should have gone. Both were busy but went to help
you to carry the luggage. That Kishoreprasad was also carrying
letters is beside the point. You had no reason at all to feel
hurt. You ought to have taken a lesson from the incident. If even
now you have learnt it, the incident will have served a useful
purpose. I have already despatched the letter!.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]
Your letter is being returned.

From a facsimile of the Hindi: Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Fivanke Solah Varsha,
between pp. 156 and 157

14. LETTER TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH
[Before April 28, 1935]*

CHI. NARAHARI,

I got your letter. I have sent a wire to Titus asking him to
hand over charge to you immediately and to wait there till the
arrival of Narandas and then come over here.

1 In the source, the addressee explains that the letter was addressed
to Dr. K. H. Kellog of Battle Creek.
2 From the reference to Titus; vide also the following two items.

11
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I have also written to him. Do you have any suspicion regard-
ing his integrity ? If possible I wish to keep him with us. Please,
therefore, guide me.

Blessings from

Baru
[PS.]
How is Vanamala! ? How are you ?
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9077
15, LETTER T0O NARANDAS GANDHI
WARDHA,

April 28, 1935

CHI. NARANDAS,

Jivanlal and the others may certainly come to see me in
connection with the school. Even if I go out, it will be only
for a few days. Only the visit to Borsad depends on Vallabhbhai’s
desire. Even if I have to go, it will be after the 15th of May.

Yes, the money received from Tharparkar has been disbursed
exactly as you have stated. Draw it from some account.

I have already written to you about Mathew. Titus has
been relieved from Sabarmati. Narahari has no trust at all in
his ability. I have called him here. If he comes, I will keep
him and watch him. In any case you should go and look into his
accounts. Keshu’s letter was a clean one. Give him Rs. 300
more. But fix a limit now. It was a good letter.

The suggestion I made in the letter to Jamna? regarding steam
cooking deserves careful consideration. Kanu will explain how we
do it here. The method is easy and results in considerable eco-
nomy. No new utensils are required. Why should any bhatts
come? There should be no such class of professional cooks as
there should be none of scavengers. The idea that a cook should
always be a Brahmin is born of ignorance.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8440. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi.

1 Addressee’s daughter
2 Addressee’s wife



16. LETTER TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH
April 28, 1935

CHI. NARAHARI,

Titus must have handed over charge to you.! If he has not
done so, send me a wire. I will then wire to him again. I hope
he gave you my letter.

If you can manage the dairy and make it a success, I think
an important task will have been accomplished.

Get over your nose trouble. I think it can be done with
simple remedies.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

Why have you asked for saris and khadi to be sent from
here? Your request doesn’t seem proper to me. Mahadev will
write more.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9076

17. LETTER TO JAMNALAL BAJA¥
April 28, 1935

CHI. JAMNALAL,

I got your letter. Madalasa may continue to have boiled milk
and eat chapatis if she can digest them. Let her eat anything
she likes, provided it is not harmful for her health. But in no
case should she eat more than four times a day, nor in between
the meals. It is obvious that she will be able to eat more there
in proportion as she takes exercise.

Has the discharge from your ear stopped? Rajendrababu and
Raja? have arrived. Raja is very much tired. He will, therefore,
leave after a little while.

1 Vide also the preceding two items.
2 C. Rajagopalachari

13
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The professor also has arrived.
Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]
I have already written to Taradevi about Pyarelal.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2966

18. LETTER TO MADALASA BAJAY
April 28, 1935

CHI. MADALASA,
I have your letters. I shall wire tomorrow about the diet.

Improve your health.
Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Panchven Putrako Bapuke Ashirvad, p. 316

19. LETTER TO MANU GANDHI
April 28, 1935

CHI. MANUDI!,

All right, you may now even stop writing to me. If you
insist on my permission to go to Bombay, you have it provided
Aunt? is agreeable.

I shall be content if you become happy and good.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 1541. Courtesy: Manubehn
S. Mashruwala

1 Harilal Gandhi’s daughter
2 Balibehn Adalaja



20. LETTER TO VIJAYA GANDHI
April 28, 1935

CHI. VIJAYAl,

I learnt from Jamna’s letter, received yesterday, that you had
survived a serious illness. You should now learn the art of keeping
healthy. You should eat food as medicine and not for the pleasure
of the palate. Never eat factory-made sugar. Eat daily with your
food fresh leaves of a bhgji like fenugreek and juicy fruit like or-
ange or grapes. Learn to breathe properly. And you must take
some exercise. Keep in open air as take as possible.

Write to me.
Blessings from

Baru
CH1. VIJAYABEHN
Clo SR HARAKHCHAND MOTICHAND
CHORWAD
SONGADH STATE
KaTHIAWAR

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II

2]1. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT
April 28, 1935

CHI. VASUMATI,
How can you possibly expect a long letter from me ? Bhansali
is here. He takes uncooked flour and neem leaves. He goes on
spinning all the time. Amtussalaam has come here. She is all right.
As for other news, somebody is always coming or going. This
time things have been made a little harder than before. Nobody
gets a separate room for himself or herself.
Blessings from
Baru
From the Gujarati original: C.W. 645. Courtesy: Vasumati Pandit.
Also S.N. 9399

1 Purushottam Gandhi’s wife, daughter-in-law of Narandas Gandhi
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22. LETTER TO VIJAYABEHN PATEL
April 28, 1935

CHI. VIJAYA,

I got your letter. I have no separate room for you. You

will have to work hard the whole day and the food is unspiced.

Come if you can endure all this. If you come, bring with you

sufficient clothing and a thali, bowl and loto. If you think you will
not be able to work, do not come.

Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 7059. Also C.W. 4551. Cour-
tesy: Vijayabehn M. Pancholi

23. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA
April 28, 1935

CHI. GANGABEHN,

I understand what you say. Go on doing service with ever
greater devotion. May your pledge to remain steady at one place
for five years be fulfilled. What simple remedies did Hakimji teach
you?

I heard about Maitri! being betrothed too. When are they
getting married? The credit for saving that family goes wholly to
you.

Do you keep good health?

Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—6: G.S. Gangabehnne, p. 84

I Maitri Giri

16



24. LETTER TO BENARSIDAS CHATURVEDI
April 28, 1935

BHAI BENARSIDAS.

I had your letter. Even if we do form a committee, who will
do the actual work? We shall deliberate in the standing committee.
Will you attend it?

Blessings from

Baru
SHRI BENARsIDAS CHATURVEDI
120/2 Upper CircurLAarR Roap
CarcuTTA
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 2568
25. TELEGRAM TO FAMNALAL BAJFAY
WARDHAGAN],

April 29, 1935

SETH JAMNALALJI
BuowaL1

MADALASA SHOULD HAVE BOILED MILK AND CREAM WHOLE-
MEAL BREAD OR CHAPATI IF DIGESTIBLE.

Baru
Panchven Putrako Bapuke Ashirvad, p. 158

17
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26. LETTER TO PARIKSHITLAL L. MAJMUDAR
April 29, 1935

BHAI PARIKSHITLAL,
The friend who has advised Haribhai! to build a house
near Sachin does not seem to have advanced his best interest.
When Haribhai could not manage to collect as much as Rs. 800,
what can he achieve with the aid of Rs. 200 ? How will he be
able to improve his condition ? How much of what he has made
will he be able to sell from there? Explain to me the whole
business.
Blessings from
Baru

SHRI PARIKSHITLAL
HARIjAN ASHRAM
SABARMATI

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3955

27. LETTER TO MOOLCHAND AGRAWAL
April 29, 1935

BHAI MOOLCHAND,
I still regret not having been able to see you at Indore.
I had absolutely no time. I already know what you have written.
For the present I can suggest no course except to endure things.
You certainly can write everything to the State. Who will now

look after the work at Ringas?

Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 760

1 A Harijan worker; vide also Vol. LX, p. 321.
18



28. A LETTER
April 30, 1935

Of course there are many ways of reaching God and yet all
are derivable from the same source. One who prays for
the removal of untouchability may be doing more effective work
than the one who goes among Harijans. My point is that for
millions prayer without work is a mere vocal effort.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan
Desai

29. LETTER TO HUKAM CHAND

WARDHA,
April 30, 1935
SHRI HUKAM CHANDJI!,

It is a matter of regret that I have received nothing so far
from you. Even now I am hopeful of getting a substantial sum
from you for the propagation of Hindi.

I am enclosing herewith a letter submitted by the labourers.
If what is said therein is correct, I feel it is necessary and proper
to remedy matters quickly. There is no reason why you should
not set an example.

Yours,
M. K. GANDHI

[From Hindi]

Veena, Tributes Issue, April-May 1969

! President, Reception Committee, Hindi Sahitya Sammelan
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30. LETTER TO JOHARILAL MITTAL
April 30, 1935

BHAISHRI MITTAL,

Daily I have been waiting for a letter and some drafts from
you. Apart from Rs. 500 from the Gujaratis and Rs. 101 from
Bhadwas I have so far received nothing here.!

Yours,
M. K. GanpHI
GENERAL SECRETARY
RecepTioN COMMITTEE
Hinpr SAHITYA SAMMELAN, INDORE
[From Hindi]
Veena, Tributes Issue, April-May 1969
31. LETTER TO F. MARY BARR
WARDHA,
May 1, 1935

CHI. MARY,

I have your letter. I do not know who the friends were who
came to you nor have I any knowledge about your needing hand-
made paper. To whom did you write? Girls are away on a
holiday. Chhotelal? has gone to the South to learn bee-keeping.
I shall send you nothing till I have heard from you. Duncan
was here for four days. He was still working none too well.

I hope you are making steady progress.

Love.

Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 6043. Also C.W. 3373. Courtesy: F. Mary Barr

1 This sentence is not clear in the original.
2 Chhotelal Jain, manager of the Wardha Ashram
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32. LETTER TO AGATHA HARRISON
May 1, 1935

MY DEAR AGATHA,

If it was possible, for your sake, to send somebody to London
I would do so. But I see that it cannot be done at present.
Rajaji will not look at the proposal! nor would anyone else.
There never has been within living memory such unbending atti-
tude on the part of the Government one sees now. It is the
naked sword that is being dangled before India at the present
moment. I regard it as a trial from above. If we have real love,
i.e., ahimsa in us, all will be well. If we have not and we have
used it merely as a cloak, the naked sword is well deserved. Any-
way the mentality being as I have described it, no one of the
front rank think of going to England, so long as the policy persists.

I did read a paragraph about Sir Samuel’s illness. But the
reports did not give it any serious importance. I therefore re-
frained from writing or cabling.

Love.

Baru
From a photostat: G.N. 1490

33. LETTER TO BALUKAKA KANITKAR
May 1, 1935

DEAR BALUKAKA,

When you invite me to read your pamphlets you ask me
to do what is not possible for me today. I do hope you will
succeed in your endeavour in the three villages.

M. K. GanpHI
C.W. 966. Courtesy: G. N. Kanitkar

1 The addressee had suggested to Gandhiji that someone should go to
England ““to help people understand the situation better”. Vide also Vol. LX,
p. 377.
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34. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR
May 1, 1935

MY DEAR AMRIT,

Shummy?’s letter was received after I had written to you. I
am going to make good use of the information? he has given me.
I would like him to prosecute similar inquiry about tamarind
seeds and the seeds of other edible fruits.

I am presently going to send you specially made envelopes
and note-paper.

You will tell me in good time when you need slivers.

Yes, we saw the old Maharani but had no opportunity of
talking to her.

Love to you both.

Baru

From the original: C.W. 3531. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6340

35. LETTER TO PADMAVATHI

May 1, 1935

DEAR SISTER,

Ramachandran will show you my letter to him. You have
developed a liking for Kanti of which I hope he will prove wor-
thy. I would welcome the marriage of your daughter with Kanti,
if he proves his worthiness when the time for marriage comes. The
interval must be one of sacred preparation on either side. One
thing I must beg of you. The girl should know nothing of our
intentions. She must be free to make her choice when she grows
to maturity.

I know that Kanti has been in frequent correspondence
with you. Nothing of it should be secret from Ramachandran.

I Kanwar Shumsher Singh, addressee’s brother
2 Regarding guava seeds and use of coal as tooth powder. The infor-
mation appeared under the title ‘“ Useful Hints” in Harijan, 18-5-1935.

22
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Kanti will be guilty of unfaithfulness if he did anything in connec-
tion with the girl or held communication with you secretly from
Ramachandran. I could never forgive myself if any such thing
happened.

With love,
Baru
From a copy: C.W. 9741. Courtesy: Kantilal Gandhi
36. LETTER TO G. RAMACHAND RAN
May 1, 1935

MY DEAR RAMACHANDRAN,

I have deliberately refrained hitherto from replying to your
letter regarding Kanti. I am now able to give you the reply.
The girl should know nothing about our intentions till she
grows to maturity. Kanti may harbour and the age of matu-
rity hold any communication with her directly or indirectly [sic].
He may write as he is already writing to your sister but nothing
of what he writes should be secret from you. All his letters should
be accessible to you if and whenever you desire. Each has to
be worthy of the other. If] therefore, the girl has to be prepared
for Kanti, Kanti has to prepare himself for being worthy of her
and you. Ifwhen the time for marriage comes, Kanti is found not
to have progressed along the right lines, you are free to withhold
the girl from him assuming of course that when she comes to
maturity, she will listen to you. For you and me the proposed
union can be tolerated only if it becomes a pattern for others
to copy. It must therefore be developed in the spirit of service.
Development along this line must mean greater simplicity, great-
er self-abnegation, greater advance towards truth and ahimsa,
uttermost  brakmacharya in thought and word and deed. The
contemplation of the girl must mean to Kanti exclusion of every
other woman from his thought for the gratification of his sexual
impulse.

If these conditions are fulfilled, I should welcome the union.
There is nothing wrong, as it seems to me, from the inception.
Kanti honestly confessed as soon as he felt drawn to the girl. His
subsequent conduct too has appeared to me to have been free
from reproach.

This will be seen by Kanti who will send it to you. Ifthereis
anything in my letter of which you disapprove please let me know.
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I am asking Kanti to send a copy of this to Devdas. Of course
Mahadev will see this as also Harilal. Enclosed! is for your
sister.

Love.
Baru
From a copy: C.W. 9742. Courtesy: Kantilal Gandhi

37. LETTER TO KANTI GANDHI

May 1, 1935
CHI. KANTI,

I wished every day to write to Ramachandran, but could not
decide what to say. I have not [even] asked you what you have
been doing. Now read both the accompanying letters?. If you
like them, send them on to Ramachandran. Show me the letter
which you write forwarding them. Show it to Mahadev and Hari-
lal too. Send a copy to Devdas. It is my wish that this alliance
may prove an ideal one.

Blessings from
Baru
[PS.]
I have gone through the cash book. I assume that you

daily complete the ledger. Let me know how far you have
come.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7295. Courtesy: Kantilal
Gandhi

1 Vide the preceding item.
2 Vide the preceding two items.



38. LETTER TO DR. HARIPRASAD DESAI

May 1, 1935
BHAI HARIPRASAD!,

I got your letter. The person for whom I wanted your home-
remedies had inquired thrice about them; he will be glad now.

I have no doubt that sending your previous letter to Sardar
was the best use that could have been made of it.

I liked your description of myself. I am better understood in
our own country than anywhere in Europe. Tell Haribhai that
he should give the benefit of whatever he has brought from
Europe to the villagers.

Dr. Hariprasap Desar
11 Pritam NAGAR
ELLISBRIDGE, AHMEDABAD

Vandemataram from

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 4137

39. LETTER TO AYODHYA PRASAD
May 1, 1935

BHAI AYODHYA PRASAD,

Your letter to Avadhesh was read out to me. If you wish
that he should remain with me you have to forgo the temptation
of calling him for a short visit. It would cause interruption in
work and waste of money.

Vandemataram from

M. K. GanpuI
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 3216

1A social worker and medical practitioner of Ahmedabad
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40. FOREWORD TO “GUJARAT AND ITS LITERATURE”>
[Before May 2, 1935]!

The only reason for inviting me to write a Foreword to
a literary work such as Shri Munshi’s can be that I am called
‘Mahatma’. I can make no literary pretensions. My acquain-
tance with Gujarati and for that matter any literature, is, for no
fault of mine, next to nothing. Having led a life of intense action
since early youth I have had no opportunity of reading except in
prisons whether in South Africa or in India. Shri Munshi’s survey
of Gujarati literature has made fascinating reading for me. His
miniature pen-portraits of writers give one a fair introduction to
their writings.

Shri Munshi’s estimate of our literary achievement appears
to me to be very faithful. The survey naturally confines itself to the
language understood and spoken by the middle class. Commercial-
ly-minded and self-satisfied, their language has naturally been
‘effeminate and sensuous’. Of the language of the people we know
next to nothing. We hardly understand their speech. The gulf
between them and us, the middle class, is so great that we do not
know them and they know still less of what we think and speak.

The dignified persistence of Shri Devendra Satyarthi, a writer
whom I do not remember to have ever met, has made me peep
into his remarkable collection of folk songs of the provinces he has
been travelling in. They are the literature of the people. The
middle classes of the provinces to which the songs belong are
untouched by them, even as we of Gujarat are untouched by the
songs of folk, i.e., the language of the masses of Gujarat. Meghani
of the Saurashtra school has done folklore research in Kathiawar.
His researches show the gulf that exists between the language of
the people and ours.

But the folklore belongs to an order of things that is passing
away, if it has not already done so. There is an awakening among
the masses. They have begun not with thought but with action, as I
suppose they always do. Their language has yet to take definite
shape. It is to be found somewhat, but only somewhat, in the
newspapers, not in books. Shri Munshi’s work therefore may be

1 Vide ““Letter to K. M. Munshi”, p. 28.
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said to have only commenced with the volume before me. It was
necessary. But he has to continue the work so well begun. He has
the requisite passion for his work. If he has health, he will now
go direct to the people and find out what they are thinking, and he
will give expression to their thoughts. The unquestionable poverty
of Gujarati is a token of the poverty of the people. But no language
is really poor. We have hardly had time to speak since we have
begun to act. Gujarat like the rest of India is brooding. The
language is shaping itself. There is enough work awaiting writers
like our author.

Munshi has alluded to Parsi-Gujarati. So there is. It is unfor-
tunate that there is Parsi-Gujarati. It is confined to novels and
stories of the shilling-shocker style. They are meant merely for
passing the idle hour. The language is tortured out of shape. And
just as there is Parsi-Gujarati there is also Muslim-Gujarati though
on a much humbler scale. It is impossible to ignore these two
streams. They are not wells of Gujarati undefiled. But no reviewer
of Gujarati literature can afford to ignore the existence of works
which hundreds, if not thousands, of Parsis and Muslims read
and by which, maybe, even shape part of their conduct.

M. K. GanpHI

Gujarat and Iis Literature

41. A LETTER!
May 2, 1935

The more you tease some boils, the worse they become.
Hindu-Muslim tension is such a boil. I therefore pray for its
solution. I do not want to speak about it.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

42. A LETTER?
May 2, 1935

Love has no boundary. My nationalism includes the love
of all the nations of the earth irrespective of creed.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

1 The addressee had written to say that since swaraj was not possible
without Hindu-Muslim unity Gandhiji should concentrate only on this.
2 The addressee, an American, is not identified by name in the source.



43. LETTER T0 K. M. MUNSHI

WARDHA,

May 2, 1935
BHAI MUNSHI,

I had got your letter. The Foreword! has already been sent.

The Socialists cannot be stopped from going their ways. We
have no choice but to tolerate all that till Jawaharlal leaves.
Where is the need to reply to him every time? We do accept
some of his views. I think that after pointing out clearly where
we differ from him over principles, we should remain silent.

In matters concerning which we have no differences with
them, let them go ahead with their work. In regard to matters
over which we have differences, why should we not cultivate the
faith that their plan will simply not progress?

I tried hard to persuade Rajaji. I think we must let him have
rest. He has assured me that there is no such reason as you
suspect. We have no reason to disbelieve him. If he has been
offended, he wouldn’t hide it from me.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]
Did you see that the resolution? we had in mind was passed
at the Hindi Sammelan?

From Gujarati: C.W. 7572. Courtesy: K. M. Munshi

44. A LETTER

May 3, 1935

Faith is not a thing to grasp, it is a state to grow to. And
growth comes from within.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

1 Vide pp. 26-7.
2 Vide pp. 31-3.
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45. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK

May 3, 1935

CHI. PREMA,

I got your letter just now. All the descriptions are beauti-
ful. You will be able to manage most of the things.! The
Koran has been translated into Urdu. You should go through
the translation. You will then be able to get into its spirit.
You should also go through the Urdu readers. They have been
published from the Punjab. Some may have been published
from Hyderabad, too.

I understand about straining oil. We have an indigenous
oil-press here. But your method may perhaps be useful in press-
ing small quantities. I will try it.

Probably I may have to leave on the 6th for Borsad.
I intend to return on the 17th. I shall be spending a few hours
on the way in Bombay, which will be on the 16th.2 If this
programme is finalized, you will be able to know about it from
the newspapers also.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10371. Also C.W. 6810.
Courtesy: Premabehn Kantak

1 The addressee was working among Muslim women and used to read
out to them from the Marathi version of the Koran.

2 Gandhiji in fact left Wardha on May 21 and was in Borsad till the
end of the month.
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46. LETTER TO PURUSHOTTAMDAS THAKURDAS

May 3, 1935

BHAI PURUSHOTTAMDAS!,

I saw your letter only today. I returned from Ahmedabad
this very day. I went through the article sent by you. The
tears shed by the author towards the end are improper. If the
Government is awake why cannot we wake up? It is for persons
like you to wake the people up. If, however, you also look to
others, won’t it be like the sea losing its salt and then bemoaning
the fact? Wake up vyourself, show the way and others will
follow.

Exchange and similar issues are matters of high finance. What
can the Congress do about them? Those who know the subject
do not, cannot, join the Congress. Those who are in the Congress
naturally do not know much about such matters. This is a
work for experts on finance. They should set up a special body
for that purpose and take the necessary steps.

The author of the article says that if India had been awake
when the country went off the gold standard, the step would
not have been taken. What ought to have been done to prevent
it?

What can we do today so that the right policy will be
followed?

Do you think there is any connection between this problem
and that of village industries? Won’t the villagers have to learn
to be clean, irrespective of whether or not the right policy is
followed; and know what proper diet is? If the revival of
[Village] industries is desirable, shouldn’t it be carried out?
Do you think carrying it out will interfere with currency agitation?
Hardly any currency experts have joined in it. And those who
have joined can still continue working in the other field.

What is the remedy if finance experts do not take up this
burden? Who will wake them up? I myself do not know
enough about the subject to be able to do so.

1 Economist and Vice-Chairman, Indian Central Banking Enquiry
Committee
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TWO GOOD RESOLUTIONS 31

I understand about cement. I am writing to Bapa! asking
him to send an application.
Vandemataram from
MoHANDAS

From Gujarati: Purushottamdas Thakurdas Papers. File No. 159/1935.
Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

47. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA?

May 3, 1935

I am writing to Dr. Gopichand. Your account here shows
a balance of Rs. 53. Rs. 42 is your railway fare. But I don’t
remember the details. My advice is that you may leave Rs. 100
as a standing account.

Blessings from
Baru

[From Hindi]
Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Jivanke Solah Varsha, pp. 157-8

48. TWO GOOD RESOLUTIONS

The Hindi Sahitya Sammelan, recently held at Indore,
passed some useful resolutions. Among them was one giving a
definition of Hindi, and another expressing the opinion that all
the languages that had descended from or had been largely in-
fluenced by Sanskrit should be written in the Devanagari script.

The first resolution is designed to emphasize the fact that
Hindi does not supplant the provincial languages, that it supple-
ments them, and that it extends the knowledge and usefulness of
the speaker as an all-India worker. By recognizing the fact that
the language written in the Urdu script but understood both by
Mussalmans and Hindus is also Hindi, the Sammelan disarms

1 Amritlal V. Thakkar

2 This was a postscript to Mahadev Desai’s letter to the addressee inform-
ing him of a bookshop at Lahore and advising him on behalf of Gandhiji
to purchase the books he needed through Dr. Gopichand Bhargava so as
to get a discount on the price.
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the suspicion that it has any design upon the Urdu script. The
authorized script of the Sammelan still remains Devanagari. The
propagation of the Devanagari script among the Hindus of the
Punjab, as elsewhere, will still continue. The resolution in no
way detracts from the value of the Devanagari script. It recognizes
the right of Mussalmans to write the language in the Urdu script
as they have done hitherto.

In order to give practical effect to the second resolution, a
committee was appointed with Kakasaheb Kalelkar as Chairman
and Convener, to explore the possibility of such introduction and
to make such changes and additions in the Devanagri script as
may be necessary to make it easier to write and more perfect
than it is so as to represent the sounds not expressed by the
existing letters.

Such a change is necessary if interprovincial contacts are to
increase and if Hindi is to be the medium of communication between
provinces. The second was ever an accepted proposition for the
past twenty-five years with those who subscribe to the creed of
the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan. The question of script has often
been discussed but never seriously tackled. And yet it seems to
be a natural corollary to the first proposition. Learning sister
languages becomes incredibly simple and easy. Gitanjali, written
in the Bengali script, is a sealed book to everyone except the
Bengalis. It is almost an open book when it is written in the
Devanagari script. There is in it a vast number of words derived
from Sanskrit and easily understood by the people of the other
provinces. Everyone can test the truth of this statement. We
ought not unnecessarily to tax the future generations with the
trouble of having to learn different scripts. It is cruel to require
a person desiring to learn Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Kanarese,
Oriya and Bengali to learn six scripts, besides Devanagari, let
alone the Urdu script if he would know what the Muslim brethren
are saying and doing through their writings. I have not presented
an ambitious programme for a lover of his country or humanity.
Today the impenetrable barrier of different scripts has made the
learning of sister languages and the learning of Hindi by the sister
provinces a needlessly heavy task. It will be for Kakasaheb’s
committee on the one hand to educate and canvass public opinion
in favour of the reform, and on the other to demonstrate by practi-
cal application its great utility in saving the time and energy of
those who would learn Hindi or the provincial languages. Let
no one run away with the idea that the reform will diminish the
importance of the provincial languages. Indeed it can only enrich
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them even as the adoption of a common script has enriched the
languages of Europe by making intercourse between its provinces
easy.

Harijan, 4-5-1935

49. HOW TO DOUBLE INCOME

Though the spinning movement has been going on for the
past seventeen years, and though it is giving a small but steady
income to at least 1,20,000 women from year to year, the deplor-
able ignorance of the science of spinning on the part of workers
keeps the income lower than it need be. Bad cotton, badly carded
and spun on a rickety wheel without regard to the revolutions
of the spindle, results in a low output. Attention to details can
easily double the output and therefore the income. If cotton is
carefully picked, hand-ginned and well carded, there will be
an increased output and improvement in the strength and evenness
of yarn. Speed, strength, evenness and count of yarn depend
perhaps most upon the number of revolutions of the spindle,
i.e., the turns a spindle makes for every turn of the wheel. The
calculation is easily made by drawing a vertical line on the spindle
disc and turning the wheel so slowly as to enable one easily
to count the turns of the spindle. A spindle should never have
less than one hundred revolutions against one of the wheels. But
Shri Shankerlal Banker reports that during his tour he noticed
spindles performing only thirty-five revolutions. No wonder if
the output is miserably low and the yarn weak and fluffy.  The
way to increase the revolutions of a spindle is to decrease the dia-
meter of the sari which keeps the mal in its place. Local workers
should examine every wheel in their place and make the necessary
changes in the spindle and other parts, wherever necessary. It
may be that in the end the ¢akli may be found to be the best instru-
ment of yarn production. It requires the least attention, and
the new method of tekli spinning gives an average speed of 200
rounds, i.e., 266 yards of yarn, and as much as 440 rounds per
hour.

Harijan, 4-5-1935
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50. LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI

WARDHA,
May 4, 1935

MY DEAR MALKANI!,

I had to give considerable time to the revision of your notes
of our talks. You will see I have made many changes and re-
moved whole paragraphs. All references to others have been
dropped as they should have been.

I hope you had a useful time in Calcutta.

Yours sincerely,
Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 909

51. LETTER TO KANTI GANDHI
May 4, 1935

CHI. KANTI,

Kanu had written as foolish a letter as you have done, and
I hope that your doubt will be resolved as quickly as his was.
Man daily dies a living death and cries when real death comes.
Man himself is responsible for being miserable. I do not want to
bury either of you here. This time, too, I cannot understand why
Mahadev had to answer your letter. I have deliberately decided
not to give either of you charge of the kitchen, so that I might be
able to take one of you with me when I go on a real tour. I
may not be able to take both of you, though I am thinking of
taking both. I am sure you will both understand, if owing to
chance or exigencies of work I am not able to do as I wish. This
year I do not want to travel at all. I wish to put things here in
order. I will go on tour next year if I am alive—alive in both
senses. For isn’t imprisonment also a kind of death? In English
they call it ‘civil death’, that is, death in the eyes of law. Isn’t
that always there as my lot?

I reprimanded Bal, just as I reprimanded you. He wanted me to
write, and so gets letters from me. You in your letter kept me free

! Joint Secretary, Harijan Sevak Sangh
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from the obligation of replying and, therefore, I write less often
to you. How often do I write to Devdas? I write according
to the need of the other persons.

Do you know the meaning of your statement that my words
leave you dumbfounded? It means that you feel yourself miles
away from me. Is it your fault or mine that you could not recog-
nize the love behind my harsh words? As a votary of ahimsa, I
should believe it to be mine, but as a father I would say it was
yours. How strange it is that I should have to weigh my words and
restrain my language when speaking to you lest you feel offended ?

From the beginning you have had a tendency to rudeness
and bad manners. You have tried hard to overcome it and
succeeded in a great measure, yet some traces are still left. There
is nothing of that kind in this letter to me. But there was some-
thing of it on that day on the terrace. I had pacified myself of
course. It is strange that Harilal should think you have lost your
value in my eyes. I am a little hurt, too, for he knows very well
that you mean much to me. For myself, I feel that I am tending
you carefully like a flower. Your work has given me nothing
but satisfaction. Your intelligence is impressed on your face. I
have been trying to argue with Devdas that he is making some
mistake. What does the letter also which I have written to
Ramachandran prove ? Let me assure you that you really mean
a great deal to me. It is a matter of shame for both of us that
you hesitate to come to me. There is no reason whatever for this.

Cardamom, oil or toothpaste, none of the three is necessary.
The ashes of burnt cowdung, powdered fine like flour and mixed
with salt, and a neem twig will keep the teeth very clean. Coconut
oil is a perfect hair-oil. It is improved still further by the addition
of a few drops of lime juice. Instead of cardamom, the neem leaf
is a fine mouth-purifier and one that is used by the village people.

In your relations with the girl! whom you wish to marry,
you will have to cultivate the virtues of Bharata. I hope that
your marriage will provide an example of self-control.

I wish that you should feel no discontent whatever, not even
about studies. If you can endure the hardships of life in this
place, you will become a man. Even otherwise, however, you
will surely grow up to be a successful man of the world. While
living with me Prithuraj became lean and as soon as there was
an abundance of money his weight went up to 135. This is a
great lesson to me. Live with me in perfect cheerfulness. I would

1 Vide also pp. 22-4.
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rather bear your staying away from me than that you should lan-
guish with me.
Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

I have not revised the letter. If you do not understand any
point in it, ask me again. If I have omitted anything, get me
to write about it.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7296. Courtesy: Kantilal Gandhi

52. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

WARDHA,
May 5, 1935

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

I got your wire. I will arrive there! on the 25th. Will it
cause any inconvenience if I come on the 23rd? If I go to see
Kamala in Bombay on the 22nd, I may perhaps arrive there
on the 23rd morning. Let me know how long you intend to
keep me there. Make my stay as short as possible.

Raja is weary beyond words. How can we blame him either?
How can we press anybody who has lost all interest?? But to
whom can Rajendrababu and you give your resignations? Those
of you who remain should carry on as long as you can. If any
party can take control of the Congress, it is welcome to do so.3

Jayaprakash has sent to Prabhavati a copy of the letter
which he has written to you and asked her to show it to me.
What is behind it? What could you have said to provoke it?

Athavale, who had come here, has left. He told me the same
thing that he has written to you.

The plague must be under control now. Have you regained
your strength?

Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 165

1 Borsad

2 C. Rajagopalachari retired temporarily from politics on May 11, 1935.

3 In his letter dated May 2, the addressee had complained of the trouble
he had to undergo as one after another the members were leaving the Con-

gress.



53. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

May 5, 1935
CHI. NARANDAS,

Chi. Harilal is going back to Rajkot. He definitely intends
to marry, provided he finds a suitable wife. I feel that if
he marries, it will not be proper for me to let him stay
with me. I may accept his marriage, but I can’t welcome or like
it. Still, I do wish that his marriage should be a happy one.
I will have no objection, on the contrary I would like it, if he
earns a living by engaging himself in one of our manifold activities.
However, I can’t recommend him to anyone. Harilal’s wish is
to continue to live in the small room you have provided. If you
think it right, I will have no objection. But, it is for you to decide
whether it is right or not, since I do not know anything about
the situation there. Now you need not give him anything for
monthly expenses, but give him up to Rs. 100 in a lump sum or
in instalments as he may ask. Over and above that he will earn
on his own. He is thinking of looking for some job or starting a
business. I am in a fix. I liked his staying here. He did
whatever work he could and was friendly with everybody. He
says that his passion for drinks has completely died out. And I
understand that he has no carnal passion left, apart from the
desire to marry. I haven’t been inquisitive about these things
and didn’t ask him any questions. He is still addicted to smoking
and smokes three cigarettes a day with my permission. I believe
that he has kept to the limit of three.

This is Harilal’s story. Let us see how fate shapes his life
now. I will be content even if the treasure I have got back is
not lost again, and thank God for His mercy.

Mathew is quite ready to come on the terms! offered. Now
he is asking for money from the Wardha Ashram so that he can
pay his fare from that amount. I am writing to the Ashram

to ascertain the position.
Blessings from

Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8441. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

1 Vide p. 3.
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54. LETTER TO S. AMBUFAMMAL
May 5, 1935

CHI. AMBUJAM!,

I have your letter. Write to me about Father’s health from

time to time.

The rice you sent was very good. But it was slightly polished.

Rice should not be polished at all.

Do by all means try to find a girl for Krishnaswami?. But

why do you worry about it? Worry will not help you to get a
girl for him. You will succeed only if you make efforts.

The sloka of the [ekadash] vrat is as follows:

Non-violence, truth, non-stealing, brahmacharya, non-posses-
sion, body labour, control of the palate, fearlessness on all
occasions, equal respect for all religions, swadeshi and
sparshabhavana® —these eleven vows should be observed in a spirit
of humility.*

Give the enclosed letter to Father.
Blessings from
Baru

From the Hindi original: Ambujammal Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial

Museum and Library

I Daughter of S. Srinivasa Iyengar. She was the head of Vidyalaya Girls

High School, Madras. The superscription in this and other letters to the
addressee is in Devanagari.

2 Addressee’s son
3 Refusal to treat anybody as untouchable
4 The two Sanskrit verses of which this is a translation were composed by

Vinoba Bhave and were recited during prayer in the Ashram.
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55. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA

May 5, 1935
CHI. SHARMA,

Yesterday I sent you a letter. I have now received the reply!
regarding the steamer. It is on the back side of this. Isn’t it all
right?. . .2 Travelling by cargo boat is in no way uncomfortable.
I travelled® from Bombay to Ceylon in a cargo boat. I found it
better, it provided more seclusion.

Blessings from

Baru
[From Hindi]
Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Fivanke Solah Varsha, p. 158
56. LETTER TO BALIBEHN M. ADALAYA
May 6, 1935

CHI. BALI,

I didn’t write that letter in anger. Harilal has not said any-
thing improper to me. I wrote what I did on the basis of Manu’s
letter and asked the questions only for my information. If Harilal
also takes interest in this matter, why need I bother myself ?
Rami’s engagement also was arranged by Harilal and you. I had
to make the arrangements for marriage because Harilal was not
in his proper mind then. I can have no objection if Harilal and
you arrange Manu’s marriage. If I have to do that, she should
be with me.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 1542. Courtesy: Manubehn
S. Mashruwala

1 From G. D. Birla
2 Omission as in the source
3 In November 1927; vide Vol. XXXV.
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57. LETTER TO0 G. D. BIRLA

WARDHA,
May 6, 1935
BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS,
I have your letters. It will be good if you can come by
the 17th or 18th or, better still, 16th. On the 18th there is a
meeting of the standing committee of the Hindi Sahitya Samme-
lan. I shall nevertheless find some time. On the 21st I am also
scheduled to go to Bombay to see Kamala Nehru. She will travel
by the same ship as you. The Asphalt Line steamer leaves from
Calcutta. Does it sail direct to New York?
Blessings from
Baru
[PS.]

Mirabehn’s book on bees should be returned.

From the Hindi original: C.W. 8010. Courtesy: G. D. Birla

58. LETTER TO AVADHESH DUTT AVASTHI
May 7, 1935

CHI. AVADHESH,

Tulsidas himself has said that the Name of Rama is greater
than Rama, meaning that Rama, who transcends the body, is form-
less and nameless and is greater than Rama in body. Rama was
certainly the son of Dasharatha and the husband of Sita, but He is
also the Purushottama of our imagination because the Unmanifest is
not different from the Manifest. Everything is a manifestation of the
Unmanifest. I don’t insist on the name Rama, it might be Omkar
or Krishna, or Ishwar.

I do get angry, but I feel angry with myself for it. Full conqg-
uest of anger is possible only through self-realization.

We should love even those who have the worst opinion of
us. This is ahimsa, the rest is only ignorance.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 3212
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59. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

WARDHA,
May 8, 1935
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,
You favoured me with a letter after a long time. I did receive
a complaint against you, but there was no necessity for me to
write to you. If there is anything to write about after Jivanlal’s
arrival, I will write. You have not taken up public work to please
or oblige anybody. Go on doing it as long as you can. Don’t
worry at all. We shall do afterwards whatever is necessary. I
will not let you be humiliated. Keep yourself engrossed in your
work. Don’t make yourself unhappy unnecessarily.
I hope Rama! and the children are doing well.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5529

60. LETTER TO PARIKSHITLAL L. MAJMUDAR
May 8, 1935

BHAI PARIKSHITLAL,
I fully understand about Haribhai. I don’t approve of giving
him a single pice. It will be for his own good to leave him to
fend for himself. If he sells off the land and comes away from that
place, there will be no difficulty at all in helping him forward. To
go on living near Sachin is as foolish as killing a buffalo for the
sake of thong. Your duty is also to persuade him to come away
from Sachin.?

I have carefully gone through your other letter regarding

the expenses for Gujarat and I am thinking over the matter.
Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3959

I Addressee’s wife
2 Vide also p. 18.

41



61. LETTER TO UDAY PRASAD

May 8, 1935
BHAI UDAY PRASAD!,

I remember your poems. I have not read them. Kishorelal
and Kakasaheb said there was nothing much to read in them.
Where am I to find fifteen minutes ?

M. K. GanpHI
From a photostat of the Hindi: C.W. 9753

62. LETTER TO F. MARY BARR

WARDHA,
May 9, 1935
CHI. MARY,

Here is a letter from Dr. Tandy?  Her bill came to Rs.87.
I have sent word to discharge it.

What about her proposal for you to go to Miraj ? If you give
yourself full rest and take proper nourishment, nothing more may
be necessary. Do write to me fully please.

Love.

Baru
[PS.]
Did I tell you Chhotelal had gone to Coimbatore to learn

bee-keeping? I see that the money order has been sent to you. I
am sorry. You have to send the money to Dr. Tandy.

From a photostat: G.N. 6040. Also C.W. 3372. Courtesy: F. Mary Barr

1 Of Bodegaon in Madhya Pradesh
2 She was treating the addressee.
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63. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
May 9, 1935

CHI. NARANDAS,

Enclosed please find a letter from Bhagwanjil. Go to help him
or send someone else. There is nothing great in going to nearby
villages. Go and see him. He is a simple man and wants to do a
lot. If he volunteers to devote some time to the school, you may
accept his services. However, if your experience is to the contrary,
then leave it.

A letter for Lilavati is enclosed. What is the news about
Keshu ?

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujaratii M.M.U./II. Also CW. 8443.
Courtesy: Narandas Gandhi

64. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

May 9, 1935
I got your letter regarding Titus. If the dairy at the Ashram
cannot be retained, he may go.
Baru
[PS.]
I shall have to write to Mathew again.
[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Patro-9: Shri Narandas Gandhine, Part II, p. 190. Also C.W. 8442.
Courtesy: Narandas Gandhi

1 Bhagwanji Anupchand Mehta, a lawyer of Rajkot
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65. LETTER TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH
May 9, 1935

CHI. NARAHARI,
I got your letter. How can the Harijan Ashram be run
without a cow? I think we should keep a cow and a bull in the
Ashram and hand over the other cattle to the pinjrapole!. Think
over what should be done about Bidaj. If it is at all possible do
hand over the cattle to Ramjibhai without consulting me, but
with the consent of the Trustees.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9078

66. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA
May 9, 1935

CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,

Your goal is self-realization. For that the ekadash vrat> that
we ponder upon daily is essential. That is why there lies some
difficulty in your way at present. Discharging of family debts has,
to a certain extent, become obligatory for you. If it can be done
easily it may be done. Even for this you need to observe the
pancha mahavrat3. 1 hope that you will stick to them with a cheer-
ful spirit.

You should suspend your studies for a year and concentrate
on building up your health and refreshing your mind.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 4268

1 Place for disabled and weak cattle
2 Vide p. 38.
3 Of non-violence, truth, non-stealing, brahmacharpa and non-possession
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67. LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR

WARDHA,
May 10, 1935

CHI. THAKKAR BAPAl,

I read your letter to Chandrashankar. From which letter
of mine did you draw that conclusion? You desire that the sum
of Rs. 3,742-3-8 should be written off.  If that is done Harijan
will go bankrupt. Do you expect Harijan to make a gift of it
to Kodambakam? So far as I remember, we had a discussion
about the supplement too. At one time you were ready to offer
monetary help so that Harijan might be continued. Do you wish
now to put a burden upon it? You may certainly do so if and
when it makes a profit and has some savings.

If you put Hariyan to a loss of Rs. 4,000, it will have to be
stopped. I, however, fully approve of your disinclination to write
to anybody to enlist subscribers. People will subscribe to it if it
has any worth. Otherwise let it die.

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1156

68. INTERVIEW TO A MISSIONARY NURSE?
[Before May 11, 1935]

[NUrse:] You have the reputation of never being angry. Is that true?

[canpHnr:] It is not that I do not get angry. I do not
give vent to anger. I cultivate the quality of patience as anger-
lessness, and generally speaking I succeed. But I only control my
anger when it comes. How I find it possible to control it would
be a useless question, for it is a habit that everyone must -culti-
vate and must succeed in forming by constant practice.

When did you come to experience this great love for the poor? Could
you tell me the period or the occasion ?

1 General Secretary, Harijan Sevak Sangh
2 This is extracted from Mahadev Desai’s “Weekly Letter”.

45



46 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

I have always had a love for the poor all my life and in
abundance. I could cite illustration after illustration from my
past life to show that it was something innate in me. I have never
felt that there was any difference between the poor and me. I
have always felt toward them as my own kith and kin.

Don’t you have anything like antipathy for filth and dirt?

I have no antipathy against dirty people but I have a horror
of dirt. I should not eat out of a dirty plate nor touch a dirty
spoon or kerchief. But I believe in removing dirt to its proper
place, where it ceases to be dirt.!

I do feel that whilst it is bad to encourage begging, I will
not send away a beggar without offering him work and food.
If he will not work, I should let him go without food. Those
who are physically disabled like the halt and the maimed and
the blind have got to be supported by the State. There is,
however, a lot of fraud going on under cover of pretended blind-
ness or even genuine blindness. So many blind have become rich
because of ill-gotten gains. It would be a good thing if they
were taken to an asylum, rather than to be exposed to this temp-
tation.

Would you prevent missionaries coming to India in order to baptize?

Who am I to prevent them? IfI had power and could
legislate, I should certainly stop all proselytizing. It is the cause
of much avoidable conflict between classes and unnecessary
heart-burning among missionaries. But I should welcome people
of any nationality if they came to serve here for the sake of
service. In Hindu households the advent of a missionary has
meant the disruption of the family coming in the wake of change
of dress, manners, language, food and drink.

Is it not the old conception you are referring to? No such thing is now
associated with proselytization.

The outward condition has perhaps changed but the inward
mostly remains. Vilification of Hindu religion, though subdued,
is there. If there was a radical change in the missionaries’ outlook,
would Murdoch’ books be allowed to be sold in mission depots?
Are those books prohibited by missionary societies? There is no-
thing but vilification of Hinduism in those books. You talk of the
conception being no longer there. Only the other day a mission-

1 Here Mahadev Desai had explained that ‘‘the visitor next discussed the
question of beggary”.
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ary descended on a famine area with money in his pocket, dis-
tributed it among the famine-stricken, converted them to his fold,
took charge of their temple and demolished it. This is outrageous.
The temple could not belong to the converted Hindus, and it could
not belong to the Christian missionary. But this friend goes and
gets it demolished at the hands of the very men who only a little
while ago believed that God was there.

But, Mr. Gandhi, why do you object to proselytization as such? Is not

there enough in the Bible to authorize us to invite people to a better way of
life ?

Oh yes, but it does not mean that they should be made
members of the Church. If you interpret your texts in the way
you seem to do, you straight away condemn a large part of human-
ity unless it believes as you do. If Jesus came to earth again, he
would disown many things that are being done in the name of
Christianity. It is not he who says “Lord, Lord” that is a Chris-
tian, but “He that doeth the will of the Lord” that is a true
Christian. And cannot he who has not heard the name of Jesus
Christ do the will of the Lord?

Harygan, 11-5-1935

69. GROSS ILL- TREATMENT

I was working in a cheri under the auspices of the Harijan Sevak
Sangh for a period of about four months. A Harijan was expelled from the
cheri, before I began Harijan work in the village, on account of his moral
delinquencies. The said Harijan once returned to visit his son studying
in our school. I allowed him to stop with me for the purpose. He was
resting in the school shed on the particular night. In my absence, a party
consisting of five persons belonging to the Harijan class who were the near
relatives of the woman seduced, along with a few others of the so-called
castemen, took him out and beat him severely for the old offence of seducing
a married woman, and drove him out of the shed. Immediately I learnt
of the incident, I approached the persons who had taken the law into their
own hands and protested against the maltreatment and demanded the
re-admission of the Harijan into the cheri. This was refused. Therefore,
I have withdrawn myself from the village.

The foregoing is a much condensed summary of a long letter.
I do not vouch for the accuracy of the statement. But if the facts
are as stated, surely it was wrong altogether to beat the Harijan
as he appears to have been beaten. If he had committed any
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crime, he should have been prosecuted. But no one had any right
to take the law into his own hands. The correspondent was right
in retiring from the chers which was not prepared to do simple
justice. I hope that the matter was brought to the notice of the
local Sangh and that the latter had tried to secure fair treatment
for the Harijan concerned. The whole affair is one for careful
investigation. I fear that such cases are frequent enough. It is up
to Harijan sevaks on the one hand to afford protection to the
injured and on the other to awaken their sense of morality where
it is lacking. The offenders do not belong to any particular class.
All sections are tarred with the same brush. Only those workers
who have proved their worth and are above reproach will be
able to create any impression at all on the delinquents.

Harijan, 11-5-1935

70. WELLS FOR HARIFANS

The Government of Bombay are to be congratulated upon
their decision to build wells for Harijans in the Presidency of
Bombay. The sum set apart is a trifle for the work to be done.
As is well known, wells have been constructed for Harijans for years
past in Gujarat by the late Anti-untouchability Board set up by
the Congress, and since 1932 by the Harijan Sevak Sangh. The
latter has an extensive programme of well-building for Harijans,
and Sjt. Juthabhai, a quiet and great worker, has made up his
mind to devote his attention to this noble humanitarian work. It
is greatly to be desired that in this work there would be perfect
co-ordination between the various agencies working towards the
same end. If co-operative effort is not possible, there may be at
least a division of labour and areas. Whatever is done, the end
should be quick work, good work and cheapest cost. The last can
be satisfied only if there is unskilled voluntary labour forthcoming
either on the part of Harijan Hindus or savarna Hindus or both.

Harijan, 11-5-1935



71. VILLAGE WORKER’S QUESTIONS

A village worker writes:

1. I am working in a small village of a hundred houses. You have
said that attention to sanitation and hygiene should precede medical relief.
But what is a worker to do when a villager suffering from fever seeks
aid? I have been hitherto advising them to use indigenous herbs ob-
tainable in the village bazaar.

2. What is to be done with the night-soil during the rains?

3. Can night-soil be used for all crops?

4. What is the advantage of eating gur! in preference to sugar?

Where cases of fever, constipation or such common diseases
come to village workers for help, they will certainly have to
render such help as they can. Where one is certain of the dia-
gnosis, there is no doubt that the village bazaar medicine
is the cheapest and best. If one must stock drugs, castor oil,
quinine and boiling water are the best medical agents. Castor
oil may be locally procurable. The senna leaf may serve the same
purpose. Quinine one should use sparingly. Every fever does not
require quinine treatment. Nor does every fever yield to qui-
nine. Most fevers will disappear after a fast or a semi-fast. Absten-
tion from cereals, pulses and milk, and taking fruit juices or boiling
raisin water, even boiling gur water with fresh lemon juice or
tamarind, is a semi-fast. Boiling water is a most powerful medical
agent. It may move the bowels, it will induce perspiration and
therefore abate fever; it is the safest and cheapest disinfectant.
In every case where it is required to be drunk, the water must be
allowed to cool till it is fairly bearable to the skin. Boiling does
not mean mere heating. The water begins to bubble and evapo-
rate after it is on the boil.

Where the workers do not know for certain what to do, they
must allow the local vaidya to have full sway. Where he is non-
existent or unreliable and the workers know a philanthropic doc-
tor nearby, they may invoke his assistance.

But they will find that the most effective way of dealing even
with disease is to attend to sanitation. Let them remember that
nature is the finest physician. They may be sure that nature is

1 Jaggery
49
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repairing what man has damaged. She appears to have become
powerless when man continuously hampers her. Then she sends
death—her last and peremptory agent to destroy what is beyond
repair—and provides a fresh garment for the wearer. Sanitary
and hygienic workers are therefore the best helpers of the best
physician every person has, whether he knows it or not.

2. Even during the rains villagers should perform functions in
places not trodden by man. Faeces must be buried. This is a most
difficult question owing to the erroneous training of villagers. In
Sindi village we are trying to persuade the villagers not to use the
streets, to go to the adjoining fields and to throw dry clean earth
on their own evacuations. After two months’ continuous labour
and co-operation of the municipal councillors and others, they have
been good enough generally to cease to defile the streets. They go
to the fields which their owners have been good enough to open
for such use. But the villagers still obstinately refuse to throw
earth on their own evacuations. ‘Surely it is bhangi’s work; it is
sinful to look at faeces, more so to throw earth on them’, they say.
They have been taught to believe so. Workers have therefore not
to write on a clean slate. They have to rub off what is drawn into
the slate with steel points. But I know that if we have faith in
our mission, if we have patience enough to persist in the work
of daily morning scavenging and, above all, if we don’t get irrita-
ted against the villagers, their prejudice will disappear as mist
before the rays of the sun. Age-hardened ignorance cannot yield
to a few months’ object-lessons.

We are preparing for the rains in Sindi. Naturally the owners
of fields must protect their crops. They cannot, therefore, allow
free access to their fields as many do now. We have suggested to
them that they should put up fences a few feet inside their bound-
aries, leaving the marks intact. The few feet they may leave
will by the end of the season be richly-manured strips of their
fields. A time is coming when owners of fields will invite people
to use them. Every man constantly using a particular field leaves
on it two rupees’ worth of manure in a year, if Dr. Fowler’s
estimate may be accepted. The accuracy of the figure may be
doubted. The fact that a field benefits by the deposit of night-
soil in it is beyond doubt.

3. No one has suggested that night-soil may be administered
to crops directly as manure. What is meant is that addition of
night-soil to earth enriches it after a fixed time. Night-soil after
being received into the earth has to undergo certain changes
before the earth becomes fit for ploughing and cultivation. The
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test is infallible. Open up the earth after a stated time where you
have buried night-soil. If you find that it is all sweet earth and no
smell, no trace of faeces, the soil is fit to receive the seed. I
have used night-soil in this manner for all manner of crops for
the past thirty years with the greatest benefit.

4. It is the universal testimony of experts that gur is more
nutritious than sugar because it contains salts and vitamins which
sugar does not contain. As whole-wheat meal is to fine flour,
or unpolished rice to polished, so practically is gur to sugar.

Harijan, 11-5-1935

72. LETTER TO T. PRAKASAM

WARDHA,
May 11, 1935

MY DEAR PRAKASAM,
I have gone through your note. I believe in the system of barter.
It can apply only to village communities. In its very nature it can
work among small groups of men. The village movement [ifit]!
succeeds, must result in villagers exchanging their goods. It won’t

spread by preaching but it will by practising it wherever possible.
Yours  sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI
From a photostat: G.N. 9245

73. LETTER TO FAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM
May 11, 1935

MY DEAR JERAMDAS,

What is this? What about Anand?? How are you getting
on? Do you want me to resume payment to Anand? Do keep me
informed of your doings.

Love.
Baru

[PS.]
Malkani is here. Nothing serious about snake-bite.?

From the original: C.W. 9714. Courtesy: Jairamdas Doulatram

1 Very faint in the source
2 Anand T . Hingorani
3 Vide also “‘Letter to Amritlal V. Thakkar”, p. 53 and ‘Letter to

Jamnalal Bajaj”, p. 56.



74. LETTER TO S. AMBUJAMMAL
May 11, 1935

CHI. AMBUJAM,

You seem to be unnecessarily worrying about your boy’s
marriage. This is essentially a matter which you should let Father
and Mother manage in the best manner they can. It is a difficult
thing. But they seem to have got over every difficulty. You should
avoid all anxiety.

Love.

Baru

From the original: Ambujammal Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library

75. LETTER TO FJAMNALAL BAJA¥

[May 11, 1935]!
CHI. JAMNALAL,

I got your letters. Mahadev has gone to Borsad in response
to Vallabhbhai’s request. He will return in three or four days.
Marybehn was very ill and was in the hospital at Itarsi. I have
paid the bill of Rs. 87 for her. Maybe she has tuberculosis. The
doctor at Itarsi says that she should be sent to Miraj. At present
she is at Betul.

I may have to go to Borsad on the 24th. In any case I shall
have to go to Bombay to see Kamala. I will, therefore, start from
here on the 2lst.

Kishorelal? and Gomati® arrived yesterday. Gomati had a little
fever and has become weak.

The meeting of the Standing Committee of the Hindi Sahitya
Sammelan is fixed here for the 18th.

Ramakrishna is getting on fairly well.

I Tn the source, the addressee had mentioned May 14 as the date of receipt
of the letter. Kishorelal Mashruwala and his wife arrived in Wardha
on May 10, 1935; vide also ‘“‘Letter to Manilal and Sushila Gandhi”, p. 56.

2&3 Kishorelal Mashruwala and his wife

52



LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR 53

Om! seems to have become absorbed in her work.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]
I suppose you know that we did not get one lakh for the
Sammelan. Write to whomsoever you think worth writing to.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2968

76. LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR?
May 11, 1935

BHAI THAKKAR BAPA,

I have been prejudiced against S.3 from the very beginning.
This work hasn’t seemed clean to me. It might not perhaps be
proper to give anything, against the advice of Shukla and others,
from the amount realized through the sale of the cattle. If, there-
fore, you have full faith in him, you may give him something
from the money which is lying in my name.

I sent a wire yesterday regarding Malkani. I had to send
another today.

He had gone to Nalvadi to see the work being done there.
While returning from there, he was bit by something* in the darkness.
He was accompanied by . . . and others. They lifted him up and
laid him . . .. When some conveyance was available he was taken
to hospital. An incision was made to let out blood. . . . The night
passed fairly well. . . . He will have to remain in the hospital for
two days at least. Even apart from this, I felt that it is not
desirable that neither of you should be present in Delhi. What-
ever has to be done on the basis of your observations during your

visit. . . . What may have happened during your absence.
It is essential that a plan should be drawn up. There is, of
course . . . about one well. There must be many more like that.

. . . Therefore, think over my suggestion. I told Malkani the same
thing yesterday and then wired to you. If, however, you see any
error in this reasoning, ask me.

1 Uma, addressee’s daughter

2 The photostat copy of this letter in pencil is very faint and many
words are illegible. This translation is based on a partial reconstruction of
the letter, presumably from the original, attached to the photostat copy.

3 The name has been omitted.

4 It was a snake; vide ‘‘Letter to Jairamdas Doulatram”, p. 51.
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Regarding your reply to Chandrashankar I have sent you my
views! yesterday.

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 22765

77. LETTER TO KASIM ALI

May 11, 1935
BHAI KASIM ALI,

The enquiry I had instituted about Shiva Bavani? is continuing.

A reply from the Village Industries Association has been sent
to you. There is no obstacle to anyone doing any work for the
village industries but no salary is paid for it.

M. K. GanpHI
From a photostat of the Hindi: C.W. 9751

78. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL jJOSHI

WARDHA,
May 12, 1935

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I read your letters, the one to me and the other to Thakkar
Bapa, and your article in Roshani®. 1 have also discussed the matter
with Bhai Jivanlal®. Nanalal was present at the discussion. I
didn’t like your letter to Bapa and your article in Roshan:.

I admit the necessity of the sphere of your work being de-
fined. Your freedom should be respected. I think the present bitter-
ness is purely the result of temperamental differences. I see no
good coming out of your leaving the Sangh, nor from Jivanlal’s
leaving it. It should be a matter of shame for us that well-to-do
and poor workers cannot work together. Bhai Jivanlal and you
should bear up with each other. I don’t think that you wish to
do anything without consulting Bhai Jivanlal, nor do I find that
the latter objects to discussing things with you. Today, therefore, I
will content myself with this request that both of you should re-

1 Vide p. 45.

2 A poetical work by Bhushan praising the exploits of Shivaji

3 Gujarati weekly published from Saurashtra at the time

4 Jivanlal Motichand Shah, an industrialist of Calcutta, who rendered
financial assistance to Gandhiji for khadi and Harijan activities
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solve henceforth to work in harmony like blood-brothers. I have
given the same advice to Bhai Jivanlal. I have also shown him
this letter. I am sending a copy of it to Thakkar Bapa.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5530

79. LETTER T0 S. AMBUFAMMAL

May 12, 1935
CHI. AMBUJAM,

I got your letter and Rs. 110. You should not worry about
Krishna. There is no need for me to go to a hill-station. More-
over, there is so much work here that I cannot get out.

Ekadash vrat is a means of serving the country. That is why
service to the nation is included in the slokal.

Take Father to a hill-station immediately.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Hindi original: Ambujammal Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library

80. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

WARDHA,
May 13, 1935

MY DEAR AMRIT,

I have shown your letters to C. F. A. He is not likely to be
with you before 25th of the month. Ceresole? and Wilkinson® are
coming here on 16th. They sail for Europe on 23rd.

I am having more envelopes and note-papers made of the
two varieties you left. If you want any other you will please send
me samples. I shall not send you more unless you order more. I

shall stock them for you. You will pay for the packet sent when
you come.

1 Vide p. 38.

2 Pierre Ceresole, Swiss engineer and president of the International Volun-
tary Service, who in response to C. F.Andrews’s appeal, came to India in 1934 to
do relief work in the earthquake-stricken Bihar

3 Joe Wilkinson, who came at the instance of C. F. Andrews
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I hope to send you a lot of slivers in a few days.
Love.
Baru

From the original: C.W. 3532. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6341

81. LETTER TO FAMNALAL BAJA¥
May 13, 1935

CHI. JAMNALAL,

I got your letter to Radhakrishna!l. I am sure that there
is no need for you to get involved in a matter like this. It seems
to be almost settled. Your duty is to rest there and recover fully.
Descending before June is out of the question. What has hap-
pened is certainly bad, but the matter is full of so many compli-
cations that it will do no good to intervene. It would be better
to let events take their own course. We may give whatever advice
we can from a distance.

I have already informed? you that I have not received anything
from Indore. You may now write to anybody you wish.

I understand . . .’s’case. You must have received my letter
to him.

The Standing Committee of the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan will
meet here on the 18th. I have asked Radhakrishna to put up the
members at his bungalow. Andrews is here. He has been put up
at Maganwadi. Malkani, who was bitten by a snake is also here.
He is better now because immediate treatment could be given.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

I must hear regularly from Madalasa.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2967

1 Addressee’s nephew
2 Vide p. 53.
3 The name has been omitted.



82. LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI
May 13, 1935

CHI. MANILAL AND SUSHILA,

I got your letters. In the end the garment to be made from
my yarn could not be ready in time. Some day it surely will
be.

You can banish the disease from Phcenix in the same way
that I did. It was banished merely through a change in diet
and the crops raised in the fields. There were hardly any cases of
malaria. At that time we never used to take milk.

It is for you to decide what changes you should make. Ki-
shorelal, Gomati and Anasuya! arrived here three days ago.
Anasuya will leave when her holidays are over. Kishorelal stood
the journey well enough on the whole.

Ramdas is trying hard to settle down in Bombay. He also
has joined a Press.

Harilal wants to marry again and that is why he has gone
to Rajkot. He will try there and also look for some work. In
other respects he seems all right.

Kanti? and Kanu3 are here so far. Andrews arrived the day
before yesterday. Devdasis in Delhi.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]
Thakkar Bapa must have sent acknowledgment to Gokaldas
Garach.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 4837

1 Harilal Gandhi’s granddaughter
2 Son of Harilal Gandhi
3 Son of Narandas Gandhi
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83. LETTER TO MAHAVIR GIRI

May 13, 1935
CHI. MAHAVIR,

May I treat your letter as a wedding invitation? I got the
letters of Maitri!, Durga? and Satyadevi® too. I don’t have the
time to reply to all separately. May Durga and her husband
enjoy a long life. It is my wish and my blessing that they lead
a simple life dedicated to service and bring credit to the Ashram.
I hope Durga will not forget me after her marriage.

Maitri must get rid of her constipation. When is she to
be married? Don’t mind if there are no blood-relations. We should
look upon all as our relations. The distinction between relations
and others is wholly a product of the mind.

Satyadevi has had a good dig at me. She seems to be
reminding me how I used to criticize her for her handwriting.
I suppose she merely wants to tell me thereby that she has
defeated me. I should like everybody to defeat me in a similar
manner. May she be as pure of heart as she is intelligent.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

I shall be in Bombay on the 22nd. All of you will be able to
see me for a minute or two there. I shall be leaving for Borsad
the same night.

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6242

12&3 Addressee’s sisters
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84. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK
May 13, 1935

CHI. PREMA,

I got your letter. This solution is possible. Father may hand
over to me, on your account, the jewellery or the money realized
from the sale.! This will mean that I would use the income from
it every month for you. After your death the trustees of the Ashram
will use it for the Ashram. This will cast no blemish on you. No
doubt you live your life wholly depending on God. You may
keep yourself aloof from any understanding that Father and I
may arrive at. Isn’t that also the arrangement for Mirabehn? One
or two hundred pounds are received for her (annually) and are
credited to the Ashram account. The expenditure on her is borne
by the Ashram. My suggestion will relieve Father of his worry and
leave you completely out.

I shall arrive there on the 22nd and leave for Borsad the
same night. You will of course meet me in Bombay but you can
also come to Borsad if you wish. In any case you are always
welcome at Wardha.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

Has Kisan? become as strong as a horse ? Sushi® seems quite
4

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10372. Also C.W. 6811. Courtesy:
Premabehn Kantak

1 The addressee’s father and grandfather wanted to sell the ornaments
left by her mother and make a trust of the money so that she could have re-
gular income in the form of interest on it. But the addressee wanted to give
away all the money to Gandhiji.

2 Kisan Ghumatkar

3 Sushila Pai

4 Tllegible in the source

59



85. LETTER TO THAKUR PRASAD SHARMA

May 13, 1935
BHAI THAKUR PRASAD SHARMA,

Good relations cannot be brought about by concealing our
faults. If both the parties jointly appoint an arbitrator, they need
not go to the law-court. But if this is not possible I see nothing
wrong in making an attempt to obtain justice through the courts.
One cannot lay down a fixed principle in such matters. Every
case is to be judged on its own merits.

M. K. GanpuI

Surr THAKUR Prasap
Jarpa DEvi
BenaARrREs CITy

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 156. Also C.W. 9754. Courtesy:
Bharat Kala Bhavan

86. LETTER TO SECRETARY, HINDI SAHITYA SAMMELAN

WARDHA,
May 14, 1935

DEAR SIR,

I have your letter. I have made no categorical statement
that the Committee is absolved of responsibility. What I said
was that, if Haribhau and Kotwal have told you that the total
of one lakh is also inclusive of the amount meant for Indore
University, your responsibility is over. But I do not want to
enter into this discussion nor do I wish to inconvenience you.
After all the responsibility has been taken up by Seth Jamnalalji
and he can go by his own judgment. I see no fault in Tandonji
having spoken and acted as he did. To prevent outside agitation
was beyond my strength nor was I so inclined. It was impossible
for me to act otherwise than I ultimately did.

Yours,

M. K. GanpHI
[From Hindi]
Panchven Putrako Bapuke Ashirvad, p. 375
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87. LETTER TO RAMASWAMI IYENGAR

May 14, 1935
DEAR RAMASWAMI,

I wish your venture success. Take care that you do not leave
what you have begun.

Yours,

M. K. Ganpu1
From a copy: C.W. 9234. Courtesy: Ramaswami Iyengar

88. LETTER TO G. SITARAMA SASTRY

[May 14, 1935)
DEAR SITARAM SASTRIJI,

I approve of the proposal to invite an essay on the barter
system. The prize does not seem to be attractive. Who should be the
judges? They must be [men]? with special [qualifi]*cation. [I]*
cannot just now think [of ]® them.

Yours sincerely,
Baru
SHR1 G. SITARAMA SASTRY
VINAYA ASHRAM
GuNTUR DisT.
Cuanpore P. O.

From the original: C W. 9175. Courtesy: Government of Andhra Pradesh

! From the postmark
2t05 The source is mutilated.
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89. LETTER TO JAMNALAL BAJAJ
May 14, 1935

CHI. JAMNALAL,
I have to trouble you even there! regarding Indore. I do not
think we shall receive anything from there. Please read the accom-
panying letter. I am also sending a copy of my reply?. I do not
know anybody there. I have left everything to you. If nothing can
be done even by you, we shall drop the matter. You need not
worry about it. If you can do anything from there or write to
anybody, you may do so. If that is not possible at present, then
forget about it.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2969

90. LETTER TO MOOLCHAND AGRAWAL
May 14, 1935

BHAI MOOLCHAND,
It is a mistaken notion that every wrong can be righted
if it appears in the pages of Hargan. Great effort will be
required to eliminate the evil custom of child-marriage.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G. N. 756

I Bhowali
2 Vide p. 60.
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91. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA
May 14, 1935

Non-violence, truth, non-stealing, brahmacharya, non-possession,
body labour, control of the palate, fearlessness on all occasions,
equal respect for all religions, swadeshi and sparshabhavana these
eleven vows should be observed in a spirit of humility.

May Gita become your staff of life.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 4269; also S.G. 43

92. LETTER TO SAMIRMAL
May 14, 1935

BHAI SAMIRMAL,

How old are you and Shri Vayulal? Give me all details
regarding yourselves such as health, education and whether you
can pay your expenses. The work here is only manual.

M. K. GANDHI

SHRI SAMIRMAL
DAPHARIA
Jaora, Marwa

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 1292
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93. TELEGRAM TO RAMESHWARDAS PODDAR

WARDHA,
May 15, 1935
SETH RAMESHWARDAS
Dnuria
GANGA! DELIVERED DAUGHTER. BOTH WELL.
Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 741

94. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
May 15, 1935

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,
I didn’t like the joke about crows in Delhi. Such jokes don’t
benefit the people in any way. There is also no fight going on

just now.

I had a letter from Amritlal?2. I have replied and said that
it would be proper if he expressed regret in his newspaper.

The rest you will know from Mahadev’s letter. I am extreme-
ly busy these days. Andrews is here. Ceresole and Wilkinson
arrived yesterday. Some others also are arriving. I shall barely
get ready by the 21st to leave. I don’t think it will be possible to
bring Mahadev along with me.

Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—=2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 167

I Addressee’s wife
2 Amritlal Seth, editor of Fanmabhoomi, a daily published from Bombay
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95. LETTER TO AVADHESH DUTT AVASTHI
May 15, 1935

CHI. AVADHESH,

May our nation become and remain the greatest in respect of
all moral values. Man’s self-respect lies in uplifting himself and in
doing this not fearing even death.

Why is anger necessary for protecting our self-respect and
fighting wickedness? If I am told to rub my nose on the ground
I may not be angry and yet refuse to comply and bear cheerfully
whatever punishment is vouchsafed for my disobedience.

Dharma is that which uplifts the soul. We shall think that
God is a name for Truth, God is identical with truth.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 3217

96. LETTER TO F. MARY BARR

WARDHA,

May 16, 1935

CHI. MARY,
Your letter. Wherever you are you need complete rest. Why
not take it before it becomes too late? Instead of Miraj, why not
undergo examination in Bombay? You almost touch Bombay
going to Miraj. But doing it in Bombay will serve the same pur-
pose without any cost. There are most competent doctors in
Bombay. Anyway you must be healed quickly.!
Love.
Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 6041. Also C.W. 3370. Courtesy: F. Mary Barr

1 Vide also ‘‘ Letter to Jamnalal Bajaj”, p. 52.
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97. LETTER TO GLADYS OWEN

May 16, 1935

DEAR GLADYS,

I was [glad to read]! your letter. It came into my hands
today and just . . . after Pierre Ceresole arrived. I shared with
him the portion regarding him. He was glad about it. He would
certainly undertake . . . mission . . . way . . . before him.

We shall all be glad to . . . and welcome you with Muriel.
C.F. Andrews . . . with me . . ..

Yours sincerely,

M. K. Ganpul
From a photostat: G.N. 6191

98. LETTER TO S. SATYAMURTI?

May 16, 1935
You are a tempter. I must not succumb. You will be all right

without my blessings. As you have well said, you will succeed if
you deserve success.

The Hindu, 20-5-1935

1 The source is very faint and illegible at places.
2 Satyamurti had asked Gandhiji for his blessings on his becoming presi-
dent of the Tamil Nadu Provincial Congress Committee.
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99. LETTER TO N. K. BOSE

May 16, 1935
DEAR NIRMALBABU,

I have been simply overworked. As soon as I finish revision
I shall return the manuscript. You may certainly send it to
The Modern Review.

Yours,

M. K. GanpHI

SHrI NIRMAL KuMAR Bosk
6/1A BriTisH INDIAN STREET
CALCUTTA

From a photostat: G.N. 10520

100. LETTER TO K. M. MUNSHI

May 16, 1935
BHAI MUNSHI,

I got your letter. You may remain there! but I would like
you to build up good health. The Standing Committee is meeting
on the 18th. Let me see what happens at the meeting. I was glad
to receive Jijima’s? good wishes. My respectful greetings to her.

Blessings from
Baru

From Gujarati: C.W. 7573. Courtesy: K.M. Munshi

I Panchgani
2 Addressee’s mother
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101. DISCUSSION WITH PIERRE CERESOLE AND
JOE WILKINSON

[May 16, 193512

Ceresole proceeded to tell Gandhiji of some of the books he had recent-

ly read. There was India in the Dark Wood . . . wanting ‘‘the main framework
of the dominant Hindu philosophy to be shattered”. . . . Pierre Ceresole said he
had turned from this book with relief to Frank Lonwood’s book Fesus Lord or Leader
where the author rejects the claim of Christianity as the final religion and pines
for “‘a fuller and richer faith than we have yet reached and to believe that
God, who has nowhere left Himself without witness, will use the highest
institutions of other systems and of many races to enrich the thinking and
worship of mankind.” He sees definite gain in the abandonment of a special

‘““who

claim for the inspiration of the Bible, and classes himself among those
humbly desire to follow Jesus as leader, though their view of truth will not

allow them to worship him as Lord”. Gandhiji said:

There is a swing in the pendulum, and I have a Christian
friend telling me that the Gita shows him how to live the New
Testament, and that many passages in the latter which used to
be dark were intelligible to him through a study of the Gita.

And yet Ceresole feels that each one must find his solace from his own
faith. He attended our prayer meetings regularly, morning and evening, but
said one evening: ‘‘This repetition of one and the same thing over and over
again jars on me. It may be the defect of my rationalist, mathematical tem-
perament. But somehow I cannot like the repetition.”

GANDHIJI: But even in mathematics you have your recur-
ring decimals.

PIERRE CERESOLE : But each recurs with a definite new fact.

G. Even so each repetition, or japa as it is called, has a new
meaning, each repetition carries you nearer and nearer to God.
This is a concrete fact, and I may tell you that you are here

1 This is extracted from ‘‘Weekly Letter” by Mahadev Desai who had
explained: ‘‘Pierre Ceresole and Joe Wilkinson . . . returning home after a
strenuous time in Bihar earthquake-stricken districts, broke journey here at
Wardha.”

2 From Gandhi: 1915-1948—A Detailed Chronology
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LETTER TO R. B. GREGG 69

talking to no theorist but to one who has experienced what he
says every minute of his life, so much so that it is easier for
the life to stop than for this incessant process to stop. It is a
definite need of the soul.

p.c. I quite see it, but for the average man it becomes an empty formula.

G. I agree, but the best thing is liable to be abused. There
is room for any amount of hypocrisy, but even hypocrisy is an ode
to virtue. And I know that for ten thousand hypocrites you would
find millions of simple souls who find their solace from it. It is
like scaffolding quite essential to a building.

p.c. But, if I may carry the simile a little further, you agree that the
scaffolding has to be removed when the building is complete ?

G. Yes, it would be removed when this body is removed.
p.c. Why?
JOE WILKINSON: Because we are eternally building.

G. Because we are eternally striving after perfection. God
alone is perfect, man is never perfect.

Harijan, 25-5-1935

102. LETTER TO R. B. GREGG

WARDHA,

May 17, 1935

MY DEAR GOVIND,

Of course I know that absence of letters does not mean
decrease of love. I know what you are doing to spread the
gospel of love. It must tax your energy to the full.

If America will take to an equivalent of khadi, it will be a
great thing.

Andrews, Pierre Ceresole and Joe Wilkinson, the former’s
companion, are here just now. Andrews will be in India for some
[months]! with the Poet?. Ceresole leaves for Europe on 23rd.

The Village Industries work is going on.

H. L. Sharma is a nature-cure man. He wants to go to
Battle Creek to perfect his knowledge. He wants to use it for
purely humanitarian purposes. I am getting a scholarship for him.

1 Very faint in the source
2 Rabindranath Tagore
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If he can earn his board and lodging by part-time work it will be
a good thing. Have you any suggestion for him?
Love to you and Radha.

Baru
From a photostat: G.N. 4666

103. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR
May 17, 1935

MY DEAR AMRIT,

Your note-paper looks satin-like.

Dalip Singh’s! letter is good.

We are a crowded family just now. C. F. A., Ceresole, Wilkin-
son, Malkani, Mrs. Malkani, their friend and son and two students—
a good addition. And you will remember the scarcity of plates
and bowls we have. But we manage and keep merry.

Yes, the heat here is trying.

The gum on your envelopes is from the bark of a tree in the
garden. I shall see what can be done to the next lot.

Love.

Baru
From the original: C.W. 3533. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6342

104. FOR MUNICIPALITIES

The following appeal has been issued by Prof. Malkani, Joint
Secretary, Harijan Sevak Sangh, to the municipalities.?

It is to be hoped that it will receive an effective response
from the municipalities.

Harijan, 18-5-1935

1 Addressee’s brother

2 The appeal is not reproduced here; it exhorted the municipalities to
provide social amenities, such as housing facilities, better service conditions,
provision for sick, casual and maternity leave, etc., to its sweepers and
scavengers.



105. HARIFAN EDUCATION

The question of primary education is in many respects much
more difficult than secondary and college education. And Harijan
education is the most difficult of all. Be it in the crudest manner
possible, a non-Harijan child receives some home culture. A Hari-
jan child, being shunned by society, has none. Even when, there-
fore, all primary schools are open to Harijan children, as they
must be sooner or later and in my opinion sooner rather than
later, preliminary schools will be needed for Harijan children if
they are not to labour under a perpetual handicap. This prelimi-
nary training can be discovered and tried in all the numerous
Harijan schools conducted under the aegis of Harijan Sevak Sanghs
scattered throughout India. That preliminary training should
consist in teaching Harijan children manners, good speech and
good conduct. A Harijan child sits anyhow; dresses anyhow; his
eyes, ears, teeth, hair, nails, nose are often full of dirt; many
never know what it is to have a wash. I remember what I did
when in 1915 I picked up a Harijan boy at Tranquebar and took
him with me to Kochrab where the Ashram was then situated. I
had him shaved. He was then thoroughly washed and given a
simple dhoti, vest and a cap. In a few minutes in appearance he
became indistinguishable from any child from a cultured home.
His head, eyes, ears, nose were thoroughly cleaned. His nails which
had become repositories of dirt were pared and cleaned. His feet
which were laden with dust were rubbed and cleaned out. Such a
process has to be gone through every day, if need be, with Harijan
children attending schools. Their lesson should begin for the first
three months with teaching them cleanliness. They should be
taught also how to eat properly, though as I write this sentence I
recall what I had seen during the walking pilgrimage! in Orissa.
Harijan boys and grown-ups, who were fed at some of the stages,
ate with much better cleanliness than the others who soiled their
fingers, scattered about the savings and left their plates in a messy
condition. Harijans had no savings and their dishes were left tho-
roughly clean. Their fingers, whilst they were eating, were after
every morsel taken licked clean. I know that all Harijan children
do not eat so cleanly as the particular ones I have described.

1 In 1934
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If this preliminary training is to be given in all Harijan
schools, pamphlets giving detailed instructions for teachers in
their languages should be prepared and distributed and inspectors
of schools be required during their inspection to examine
teachers and pupils on this head and to send full reports of the
progress made in this direction.

This programme involves care in the selection of teachers and
the training of the present staff. But all this is well worth the
attention, if the Sangh is to discharge its trust by the thousands
of Harijan children that are brought under its care.

Harijan, 18-5-1935

106. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

May 18, 1935

CHI. NARANDAS,

What is the news about Dhiru! ? Who meets his expenses ?
How is he progressing? When will he complete his study? Do
you have what he gave in writing?

How is Harilal?

Everything has been settled about the school. Everybody
agrees that your scheme is all right.

How is Purushottam?? Does Chorwad suit him?

Did I write to Jamna that I had written a letter to Vijaya ?

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]
I shall be in Borsad from 23rd to 31st May.

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II Also C.W. 8444. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

1 Dhiru Gandhi, son of Vrajlal Gandhi, who was learning painting at
Santiniketan
2 Addressee’s son



107. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

WARDHA,
May 18, 1935

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

While Mahadev was there, I was too lazy to write to you. Then,
owing to circumstances over which he had no control, he took two
days to return. The result was that I could not write to you.

What you say about Mohanlal Pandya is quite right.! The
memories of old days are quite vivid. But what will it avail
to grieve? Co-workers come and go. You feel that they only go,
don’t come. Even if that be so, what does it matter? God
doesn’t disappear. It is because He is, that we are. Without
Him, of what help could all others be to us? They would be so
many bodies without souls. You should not, therefore, grieve
over the passing of a co-worker. Our duty is to do the best that
we can.

I won’t be free before the 2Ist. I shall arrive in Bombay on
the 22nd morning. The 20th is Monday. I must be here on the
21st. Most probably I shall be accompanied only by Ba. I will
take along Mirabehn only if I cannot help it. If she insists on
coming I shall be obliged to take her and may also bring one
more person. For food, I will have goat’s milk, neem leaves and
any fruit available locally. Please don’t get anything from Bombay.
That is my diet here too. In place of lime-juice I take the juice
of tamarind and in place of green vegetables crushed neem leaves.
These days I also eat mangoes which grow in the orchard here.
I have not as yet tasted Bombay mangoes this year. I will do
that in Bombay. But positively not in Borsad.

I must leave Mahadev behind here. I will send him, if
necessary, after I return here. The rest when we meet.

Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 168-9

1 Vide also ‘‘Speech at inauguration of Bal Mandir, Nadiad”, 31-5-1935.
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108. LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA
May 18, 1935

CHI. BALVANTSINHA,
I have not a shadow of doubt that it is best for you to
settle down in some village. You should live by your body labour
and serve the villagers by thought, word and deed and to that
end observe the eleven vows. A timepiece is not a necessity; but
if you think it is, you can construct a device using sand or water.
That would involve no expense whatsoever. Yes, you have my per-
mission to visit me whenever you like, only remember that we
have no money to waste on railway journeys.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 1876

109. LETTER TO KUNVARJI K. PAREKH
May 19, 1935

CHI. KUNVARJI},

I got your letter. Here we didn’t see anything to criticize in
Harilal’s behaviour. I shall be pained if your suspicion proves
true. There is no question of handing over Manu to his care. I
hope all of you are quite well there.

Ba and I shall be in Bombay on Wednesday. You can come.
I will give you a few minutes.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9721

1 Harilal Gandhi’s son-in-law and Rami’s husband
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110. LETTER TO MANU GANDHI!
May 19, 1935

CHI. MANU,

I got your letter. I shall be in Bombay on Wednesday;
also Ba. Do come.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9721

111. LETTER TO DAHYABHAI M. PATEL

WARDHA,
May 19, 1935

BHAI DAHYABHAI,

After reflecting over your letter of June [sic] 25, 1935
for so many days, I content myself with this reply. After I got
it, a number of similar incidents have occurred at other places too.
I am tired of writing about them. My writings may have had
some effect, but nothing worth speaking about. In regard to these
activities the local worker at each place must go on doing the
best he can. He must of course keep me informed. We should
realize our limitations. We are reformers and not policemen. Nor do
we want to become policemen. A reformer brings about reforms by
laying down his life for them, the policemen impose them by force.
The same person cannot function both as a reformer and as
policeman. Hence the rise of the State. Since, however, we are not
with the State we can get but negligible help from it. We may
accept it wherever we can do so without loss of self-respect.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati: C.W. 2706. Courtesy: Dahyabhai M. Patel

1 In the source, the letter is written on the back of ‘“‘Letter to Kunwarji
Parekh’; vide the preceding item.
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112. LETTER TO SHALIGRAM VERMA
May 19, 1935

BHAI SHALIGRAM VERMA,

Whatever I said was wholly without prejudice. An argument
was advanced and I reacted to it. There was no intention to cast
any aspersion on anyone. I had already made it clear that the con-
sultation I had was only informal. I had later on understood that it
would not be proper to exclude the publishers from the office of
the secretary. There is no reason for you to sever connection. I
hope that you will give up the intention of resigning.

Yours,
M. K. GanpHI
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 8219. Also C.W. 5634
113. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA!
WARDHA,
May 20, 1935

CHI. SHARMA,

The order for your ticket has been received but it is more
difficult about the passport. Everyone has to apply for it in person.
So you might have to go to Delhi. Possibly the form is available with
the magistrate in Khurja. I shall be able to write, if at all it
should be necessary, after you have sent in your application. A
visa from the American Consul at Calcutta will be required after
the receipt of the passport. I expect to be able to obtain it for
you. Now it is up to you to arrange for the passport.

The enclosed letters are to be returned. I leave tomorrow
for Borsad, returning on June 2. My address from the 23rd to the
31st will be: Borsad, viz Anand, B. B. & C. I. Rly.

Blessings from
Baru

[From Hindi]
Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Fivanke Solah Varsha, pp. 160-1

1 This was written at 3 a.m.; vide p. 80.
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114. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR
May 20, 1935

MY DEAR AMRIT,

I have not been able to write to you during the past five
days. Guests have absorbed all my time.

Charlie’s wire has just arrived. Not one of us had realized till
I got your letter what a miraculous escape you had. You are
destined to render greater service than you have already rendered.
That to me is the reasonable meaning in God having kept you
whole in spite of what looked so like a fatal accident. Let the
accident make us all careful of every moment He spares us.

I am having slivers and note-paper made for you. They will
be sent to you in due course.

I suppose you have known Puri for a long time. If you have
found him trustworthy, he should be of great help to you. What
is he doing there?

Does Shummy know the fruit-tree called falsa? The fruitis a
berry, the size of a pea. Can he get for me the analysis of the
pulp and the seed? What is its botanical name? I am trying to
discover the food values of all these easily obtainable fruits and
leaves. They seem to me to have immense possibilities. I would
like Shummy to specialize in this branch of the work. He has
access to specialists which few persons have.

Love to you three.

Baru

From the original: C.W. 3534. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6343

115. LETTER TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH
May 20, 1935

CHI. NARAHARI,

I got your letter. I have already written! to you and given
you complete freedom whether or not to give a cow to Ramjibhai.
Follow your own inclination in the matter. I attach no importance

1 Vide p. 44.
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to my wish. Where is the sense in my expressing a wish when it
is you who are doing the work?

You may sell to Parnerkar! as many of the cattle as you
think necessary. In other words, you have complete freedom in
this matter. I assume that you will inform me of whatever you do.

How Vanu’s? illness is being prolonged? I have to reach
Borsad on the 23rd. And what a bother also that you have to
go to Broach for Mani’s® molar?

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9079

116. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
May 20, 1935

BHAISHRI VALLABHBHAI,

I can’t stop thinking about you. Kaka is here at present.
I will leave everything to him and bring along Mahadev with
me. What would be the use of sending him later, I kept asking
myself, when you needed him just now? I, therefore, told Kaka
and he agreed to shoulder the burden.

We will discuss other things when we meet or after we reach
Borsad. On Wednesday perhaps people will not leave us any free
time for a talk.

Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 169

1 Yashvant Mahadev Parnerkar
2 Vanamala Parikh, daughter of the addressee
3 Manibehn Parikh, the addressee’s wife



117. LETTER TO S. AMBUJAMMAL
May 20, 1935

CHI. AMBUJAM,

The sooner Father goes to a hill-station the better. Only the
doctor can decide how long he should stay there. Let us all
pray that he will get well soon.

It is good that Krishnaswami’s marriage has been fixed. Let
us hope that this alliance will bring happiness to both.

I still have the almonds. I am leaving tomorrow. I shall return
on 2nd June.

The letters should be addressed: Borsad, via Anand, B. B. &
C. L Rly.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Hindi original: Ambujammal Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memo-
rial Museum and Library

118. LETTER TO SAMIRMAL
May 20, 1935

BHAI SAMIRMAL,
You can both come after the 10th June having first informed
me. I have not a single room to spare. People have to sleep in the
verandah. Manual labour is the daily routine. If you do come you
should bring with you, apart from the bedding, a thali, a lota, a
bowl, a towel and so forth. No wuseless possessions should be
brought. A box is superfluous.
M. K. GaxpHI

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 1291
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119. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA
May 20, 1935

CHI. SHARMA,
The accompanying letter! was written at 3 a.m. and yours
arrived in the afternoon. The same mail brought the news that
you had demanded Rs. 5,000 for giving evidence?. 1 gave
no weight to it. And then I read your letter which contained
quite a different account of the same affair. Why are you so
disheartened? How was the judge disappointed? Why should you
leave Khurja? What does it matter if people indulge in wild talk?
...3 I shall certainly print something if you fully explain about
the joint policy, I do not understand as yet. You are well aware
of my opposition to insurance. But what is the particular signi-
ficance of joint insurance ? There are often enough cases of poison-
ing among people insured. I do not see anything special about
joint insurance.
Where do you have the boils? Mud treatment may be given
up if it does not bring prompt relief.
Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]
Nothing should be done rashly.
[From Hindi]
Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Jivanke Solah Varsha, p. 162

1 Vide p. 76.
2 In a case involving an insurance claim
3 As in the source
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120. INTERVIEW TO A CHRISTIAN STUDENT!
[On or before May 21, 1935]?

caNDHII: Why, service which has not the slightest touch of
self in it is itself the highest religion.

[sTupEnT :] But one must be devoted to someone ?

Yes, to Truth. I am devoted to none but Truth and I owe
no discipline to anybody but Truth.

But how is one to get inspiration from this general idea?

That means to say that you want a God who has form. Truth
is too impersonal for you. Well, idolatry is embedded in human
nature. But you may if you like worship God as Truth, if not
Truth as God. God is Truth, but God is many other things also.
That is why I prefer to say Truth is God. But you need not go into
what may sound like mystic lore; you may simply worship what
you find to be the Truth, for Truth is known relatively. Only
remember that Truth is not one of the many qualities that we
name. It is the living embodiment of God, it is the only Life,
and I identify Truth with fullest life, and that is how it becomes
a concrete thing, for God is His whole Creation, the whole Existence,
and service of all that exists. Truth is service of God.

But how should we Christian students go to the villagers? They might

shun us because we are Christians.

You will tell them: ‘We are Christians, but don’t be alarmed,
even as we are not alarmed because you are Hindus. We
have no designs on you, as we know that you have no designs on
us. We want you to be better Hindus, even as by reasons of our
contact with you we know that we will be better Christians.’
That is the way of approach. It is idle to talk of winning souls
for God. Is God so helpless that He cannot win souls for Himself ?
Everyone’s religion is a personal matter with himself. I cannot
preach Hinduism, I can but practise it.

Harijan, 25-5-1935

1 This is extracted from ‘“Weekly Letter” by Mahadev Desai, who had
explained: ‘‘A Christian student, who is now with us studying things and

preparing to qualify himself for village work, asked Gandhiji whether there

could be any service without religion.”
2 Gandhiji left Wardha on May 21, 1935 for Bombay, en route to Borsad.
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121. TALK WITH FAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM

[On or before] May [21,]' 1935

This is Jawaharlal Nehru all over. He means nothing. He did
not invite [a] discussion on my view of statute of Westminster.
But his moods we know and must learn to tolerate cheerfully.

I have written to Anand. He is the author of his own grief.
The best way to bring his father round is to forget him. It is
also the best way to soothe and serve him. He must also firmly
tell his mother that she must not grieve over the separation. She
must not mind people’s or rather society’s talk. She may not
listen to him but if after having given her that advice, she does
persist in nursing her grief, Anand should not worry. As to Vidya,
I do not believe in prolonging the existence of the body at any
cost or without purpose. A lingering death is worse than a quick
death brought about by disregarding or refusing the highly arti-
ficial aids that the so-called science has provided. I have writ-
ten in that strain to Anand. Perhaps you too will be shocked
over this last view on preservation of the body. But it is the
view I have held and enforced for years. I enforced it in
Mira’s and Nanavati’s cases when both bodies were said to be
perishing.

From a microfilm. Courtesy: National Archives of India and Anand T.

Hingorani

122. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

WARDHA,
May 21, 1935
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

You must have received the permission regarding wells. Wait
and see what happens now. The fruits of patience are sweet. I had
heard long ago that you did not get the permission. I had even
forgotten about the matter. May it not be that God will throw me
to that side one day so that we might meet?

1 Vide footnote 2, p. 81.
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DISCUSSION WITH PIERRE CERESOLE 83

I am not writing to Bhai Nanji! anything just now. I will
see later if it becomes necessary.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5531

123. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA

May 21, 1935
CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,

May all your noble intentions fructify. I have owned you long

since but only you or God knows how long you will continue
thus.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 4271

124. DISCUSSION WITH PIERRE CERESOLE?

[May 21, 1935]
PIERRE CERESOLE: Could one lay down a rule of life for the wealthy?3

That is to say, could one define how much belongs to the rich and how
much does not belong to them ?

caNDHIJI: Yes. Let the rich man take 5 per cent, or 10 per
cent, or 15 per cent.

But not 85 per cent ?

Ah! T was thinking of going up to 25 per cent! But not
even an exploiter must think of taking 85 per cent!

That is where I disagree with the communist.* With me

I Nanji Kalidas Mehta of Porbandar

2 This is extracted from Mahadev Desai’s ‘“Weekly Letter’”; Desai had
explained that the discussion took place in the train on way to Bombay.
Ceresole was to return to Europe on May 23.

3 Mahadev Desai had explained that ‘“‘Pierre was reading a book in which
the communist author had suggested that Gandhiji’s sympathy for the poor
was only ‘a cover for his real sympathy for the rich’.”

4 Mahadev Desai had explained: ‘‘Ceresole’s tangible difficulty was how
long one should wait in order to carry conviction to the rich man.”
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the ultimate test is non-violence. We have always to remember
that even we were one day in the same position as the wealthy
man. It has not been an easy process with us and as we bore
with ourselves, even so should we bear with others. Besides, I
have no right to assume that I am right and he is wrong. I have
to wait until I convert him to my point of view. In the meanwhile
if he says, ‘I am prepared to keep for myself 25 per cent and to
give 75 per cent to charities’, I close with the offer. For I know
that 75 per cent voluntarily given is better than 100 per cent
surrendered at the point of the bayonet, and by thus being satis-
fied with 75 per cent I render unto Casar the things that are
Casar’s. Non-violence must be the common factor between us.

You may argue that a man who surrenders by compulsion
today will voluntarily accept the position tomorrow. That, to my
mind, is a remote possibility on which I should not care to build
much. What is certain is that if I use violence today, I shall be
doubtless faced with greater violence. With non-violence as the
rule, life will no doubt be a series of compromises. But it is better
than an endless series of clashes.

How would you in a word describe the rich man’s legitimate posi-
tion ?

That of a trustee. I know a number of friends who earn
and spend for the poor and who do not regard themselves as
anything but trustees of their wealth.

I too have a number of friends wealthy and poor. I do not possess
wealth but accept money from my wealthy friends. How can I justify myself?

You will accept nothing for yourself personally. That is
to say, you will not accept a cheque to go to Switzerland
for a change but you will accept a lakh of rupees for wells for
Harijans or for schools and hospitals for them. All self has got
to be eliminated and the problem is simplified.

But what about my personal expense ?

You have to act on the principle that a labourer is wor-
thy of his hire. You must not hesitate to accept your minimum
wage. Every one of us is doing the same thing. Bhansali’s wage
is just wheat flour and neem leaves. We cannot all be Bhansalis,
but we can try to approximate to that life. Thus I will be satis-
fied with having my livelihood, but I must not ask a rich man
to accommodate my son. My only concern is to keep my body
and soul together so long as I serve the community.
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But so long as I draw that allowance from him, is it not my duty
to remind him continually of the unenviableness of his position and to tell
him that he must cease to be owner of all that he does not need for his
bare living?

Oh yes, that is your duty.

But there are wealthy and wealthy. There are some who may have
made their pile from alcoholic traffic.

Yes, you will certainly draw a line. But whilst you will not
accept money from a brewer, I do not know what will happen if
you have made an appeal for funds. Will you tell the people
that only those who have justly earned their money will pay? I
would rather withdraw the appeal than expect any money on
those terms. Who is to decide whether one is just or otherwise?
And justice too is a relative term. If we will but ask ourselves,
we will find that we have not been just all our lives. The Gita
says in effect that everyone is tarred with the same brush; so
rather than judge others, live in the world untouched or unaffec-
ted by it. Elimination of self is the secret.

Harigan, 1-6-1935

125. INTERVIEW TO “THE BOMBAY CHRONICLE”
[May 22, 1935]!

canDHII: That is quite right.2 Now, have you got your questions
ready? What is it you want me to tell?

REPRESENTATIVE : First and foremost I would like you to tell me something
about the All-India Village Industries Association. What work has it been doing
since it was started ten months ago ?

G. The work of the Village Industries Association is going on
steadily. There is nothing heroic to report. But not a moment
is being wasted in the pursuit of the programme chalked out at
the commencement. Though we are having all the difficulties that
were anticipated and others which were not anticipated, I still

1 According to the reporter, the interview took place in Calcutta Mail,
which was nearing Bombay early in the morning.

2 The source had reported: ‘‘Before the interview commenced, the represen-
tative told Gandhiji that he had been instructed not to put him any
questions about politics.”
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swear by the original programme. I believe that on this earth
there is no better instrument of progress than human flesh, and
you cannot expect brilliant results if that flesh is weak, and is
daily getting weaker, because of interior and exterior defects. We
are, therefore, tackling the question of food and that of sanitation.
And since charity begins at home, we are trying to reproduce at
the centre conditions that we would like to see in use in every
village of India.

Side by side with that we have selected a village nearest
the centre for experiment. I would like the Press to realize the
deep significance of the movement and give its intelligent support.
By intelligent support I mean that important newspapers should
have on their staff specialists who would regularly contribute
instructive articles which the reader can profit by. You will see
that in the programme which to the superficial observer appears
dry, but in reality is highly interesting, there is no room for
difference of opinion. All parties and persons must recognize the
primary necessity of India’s millions getting nourishing food or a
“balanced diet”’, as Dr. Tilak calls it, and healthy surroundings. I
think that both these things are possible in spite of our corroding
poverty.

When informed that though it had been ten months since the Associa-
tion was started little was known about the work done on behalf of the Asso-
ciation excepting, possibly, about the work at Wardha and Panvel, Gandhiji
said that silent work was being done all over the country. The workers were
finding out the depths to which the work could be carried on. There was no-
thing much to report in the papers, day to day or week to week. As workers
of the right stamp were being found, the different questions were being tackled.

Asked whether it would not be necessary for him to undertake an all-
India tour in the near future, with a view to widen the scope and work of
the Association, Gandhiji said that he did not think that it was necessary just
yet. He added:

Undertaking an all-India tour just now would be for tackling
the extent instead of the depth. There was no doubt that such a
tour would bring money, and I will be giving superficial instruc-
tions about the work, that too without knowing anything of the
difficulties that face village workers.

Just now I am endeavouring to concentrate at the centre
and the neighbouring village to give myself and co-workers first-
hand instructions. Other workers in other centres are also carry-
ing on work likewise. When we have taken the preliminary
training then I will go on an all-India tour, if necessary. Remem-
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ber this is a question of a kind of adult education on a mass
scale. It cannot be given without previous preparation. I have

said all that I have to say about the All-India Village Industries
Association. That is all.

Our representative told Gandhiji that he would ask him one or two brief
questions and not disturb him after that. Gandhiji was reminded about Dr.
Tagore’s message to him regarding village arts and the A.IL V.I A. in
which the Poet had said that the Central Museum that is to be started by
the Association should not be restricted only to industries. = The Poet had
said: ©“ . . . The economic life of a nation is not such an isolated fact as
Mahatmaji imagines, and, today, side by side with economic poverty we are
faced with cultural poverty which puts us to shame—shame that is in no
way lessened when we consider what we once were. QOur art treasures are
today found in museums outside India, and our village artists are dying out.
. .. Please tell Mahatmaji that artis not a luxury of the well-to-do. The poor
man needs it as much and employs it as much in his cottage building,
his pots, his floor-decorations, etc. If Mahatmaji’s men go round collecting
specimens of village industries, why can they not look for and collect speci-
mens of various indigenous arts spread all over our land and waiting to be
re-cherished . . .” Gandhiji said:

Every message coming from Dr. Tagore must receive respectful
attention from me. I quite believe that we have got to take care
of village arts and by his assistance we shall not neglect the arts.
He would not let us neglect, even if we forgot our duties. He
has lent the assistance of Sjt. Surendranath Kar who has already
paid a preliminary visit and I have discussed the whole thing with
Deenabandhu C. F. Andrews who will in turn discuss with Gurudev.!

Gandhiji was asked if he wanted Hindustani, the Lingua Franca of India,
to be written both in Devanagari and Urdu scripts. Gandhiji replied:

Hindustani will naturally be written by the vast masses in
Devanagari, but Mussalmans will for a long time to come—or, it
may be for all time—insist on writing in Urdu script. Therefore,
in the definition we have said that Hindustani is the language spoken
by the people in the North and written either in Devanagari or
Urdu script. My hope, however, is that when religious differences
have sunk and religious unity is accentuated, and friendship of the
heart established between Hindus and Mussalmans, Devanagari, as

1 Here the source had reported: By the time Gandhiji gave the above
reply, the train had reached Kalyan and Ramdas Gandhi and others got into
the compartment. . . .”



88 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

the most scientific script of all the scripts of the world, will receive
its due, that is, universal recognition in India.

At this stage, Sjt. Mahadev Desai informed our representative that his
time was up, and he should leave the seat he was occupying and Gandhiji
observed that he would not have enough time to talk to his son if further
questions were asked. The Chronicle representative said that he would leave his
seat immediately after he had got a reply for his last and only question that
he would put, adding:

“I know it is beyond the scope of my instructions to ask this question as

it is definitely political.” Gandhiji said:

Go ahead.

[R.] It was stated by Sjt. Bhulabhai Desai the other day that everyone
should try to get back Gandhiji into the Congress and the politics. When are
you coming back to the Congress ? Gandhiji laughed and said:

If you have direct access to God, ask him when I am coming
back to the Congress. I am saying this because I do not know it
myself.!

The Bombay Chronicle, 23-5-1935

126. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING?

BomBay,
May 22, 1935

You will wonder why I consented to have a prayer meeting
in Bombay, when even the existence of God is with many a matter
of doubt. There are others who say: ‘If God is seated in
the heart of everyone, who shall pray to whom, who shall invoke
whom?’ I am not here to solve these intellectual puzzles. I can
only say that ever since my childhood prayer has been my solace
and my strength.

I am told that there is despair and depression everywhere,
that there is disappointment all round as the gateway to jail is
closed. People, I am told, do not know what to do. I do not know

1 The reporter had concluded:‘After the above question, our representative
was asked to take his leave but before leaving his seat Gandhiji asked him to
collect his ‘commission’ from the ‘torchers’, meaning the photographers! A cer-
tain amount (less than a rupee) was collected and handed over to Gandhiji.”

2 This is extracted from Mahadev Desai’s “Weekly Letter’”. The meeting
was held in the Congress House compound. Thousands of men and women
were found seated on house-tops, balconies and terraces.
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why, when there is the whole of the constructive programme of
work to do. When the programme of jail-going was on, there was
room for hypocrisy, compulsion, violence. The present constructive
programme leaves no room for these. And it leaves no room for
disappointment and despair. Nevertheless there are those who are
struck with doubt and despair. For them there is the name of
God. It is God’s covenant that whoever goes to Him in weakness
and helplessness, him He will make strong. ‘When I am weak, then
I am strong.” As the poet Surdas has sung, Rama is the strength
of the weak. This strength is not to be obtained by taking up
arms or by similar means. It is to be had by throwing oneself
on His name. Rama is but a synonym of God. You may say God
or Allah or whatever other name you like, but the moment you
trust naught but Him, you are strong, all disappointment disap-
pears. The hymn alludes to the story of the Lord of elephants who
was in the jaws of a crocodile and who had been all but drowned
in water. There was only the tip of his trunk left above water
when he invoked God’s name and he was saved. No doubt it is
an allegory. But it conceals a truth. Over and over again in my
life I have found it. Even in darkest despair, when there seems no
helper and no comfort in the wide wide world, His name inspires
us with strength and puts all doubts and despair to flight. The
sky may be overcast today with clouds, but a fervent prayer to Him
is enough to dispel them. It is because of prayer that I have
known no disappointment. Though I have retired from the Congress,
I have not closed my eyes or stopped my ears. I know all that is
happening about me, and if anyone must give way to despair, it
should be I. But I have known no despair. Why then should you
give way to it? Let us pray that He may cleanse our hearts of
pettinesses, meannesses and deceit, and He will surely answer our
prayers. Many I know have always turned to that unfailing source
of strength.

Swaraj is our birthright. No one can deprive us of it, unless
we forfeit it ourselves. We have forfeited it and we have to
win it back. Swaraj does not depend on jail-going. Ifit did,
there are thousands of prisoners in jail today. It depends on
everyone doing his or her own task. That task has been shown
to you. Go to the villages, identify yourselves with villagers,
befriend the untouchables, make Hindu-Muslim unity a concrete
fact. Do not despair although there may be Hindu-Muslim riots
in the country, but go ahead with the work before you and be
sure that He will pull you through.

Harijan, 1-6-1935; also The Bombay Chronicle, 23-5-1935



127. LETTER TO MIRABEHN!

Borsap,
May [23]?, 1935

CHI. MIRA,

We arrived here [at] 5.45. It is now 8.20 a.m. The weather is
quite cool. A gentle wind is blowing. Anandi3 and Bal* joined us
at Bombay. So we are five. Bal has taken charge of me. There
are many old faces here ready to anticipate my wants. So you
need have no anxiety on my behalf. I am quite clear in my mind
that it was well not to take you with me. But this is no precedent
for the future. And in any case yours is to be the final voice.

I hope you are getting all you need in the shape of fruit. You
must not hesitate to order what you want.

Love.

Baru
From the original: C.W. 6302. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9768

128. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

May 23, 1935
CHI. NARANDAS,

I got your letter today. I have sent you a wire asking you
to send Keshu. I do not remember your having asked for my
permission.

I did not at all like Harilal’s idea about watches.5 Dissuade
him. If he goes in for it in spite of that, let him.

1 In Bapu’s Letters to Mira, Mirabehn explains: ‘‘On my return from Europe,
I joined Bapu at Wardha Ashram. Not long after, Bapu took up residence at
Maganwadi, where the Village Industries Association was then taking root. I
had remained on there when Bapu wrote the . . . letter . . .”

2 The source has¢‘22” which is obviously a slip. Gandhiji reached Borsad
on this date.

3 Anandi Asar

4 Bal Kalelkar

5 Harilal Gandhi wanted to start business in watches; vide ‘‘Letter
to Manilal and Sushila Gandhi”, p. 98.
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Mathew has grown impatient about coming. The Ashram
does not owe him anything. If you feel inclined, we may send
him railway fare for coming; I don’t. If he is very eager to
come, he will, I am writing to him and informing him that if
he does not come in a few days, time he will not be taken up.

Titus has not gone on leave. He has left altogether. He
was paid railway fare for the journey. I had agreed to keep him
at Wardha, but he did not seem very eager. However, he will
reply from Travancore. I have refused to give him a note of
recommendation on anybody else.

For the present draw the amount for Tharparkar from the
Ashram account. Afterwards if necessary I will pay it from some
other account.

In my view Chimanlal' is spending too much. But since we
have tolerated similar expenditure by others, we should tolerate it
in his case too. To a certain extent the desire to recover and
to live on clings in all of us. Each one fixes his own limit of
expenditure. Chimanlal is satisfied merely with staying in Veraval
and having Talwalkar’s? injection. But we have spent over others
much more than that. I, therefore, do not feel like imposing exces-
sive restrictions on senior workers. We should be satisfied with
whatever self-restraint he exercises. Do you have anything else
to suggest in this matter?

I see that we shall not get interest.

It seems that giving money to Gajanan was a mistake. He
had even given up study. The payment to Dhiru also should stop.
He will have a copy of the agreement he gave in writing. It may
be with Chhaganlal. Look into the matter.

Was my suggestion to Lilavati all right?

I am writing separately to Father3.

Prema came and saw me. She handed over some of her jewel-
lery. We couldn’t have any talk. If you have preserved her last
two letters, send them to Gomati to read. (She is at Wardha).

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8445. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

1 Chimanlal N. Shah, a senior inmate of the Ashram
2 Dr. Talwalkar of Ahmedabad
3 Khushalchand Gandhi; vide the following item.



129. LETTER TO KHUSHALCHAND GANDHI

May 23, 1935

RESPECTED BROTHER,

Chi. Narandas informs me that, though you have read and
reflected a great deal, all that seems to be of little help now
and your mind has become weak. I am not surprised, for this
happens to everybody. I must say, however, that I have cherished
a different hope about you. For one whose mind has turned God-
ward, there is no old age. The body becomes weak but in that it
but follows its law. The mind need not become weak. It may go

on rising till at last it merges in God. Isn’t this the meaning of
the verse:

This is the state, O Partha, of the man who rests in Brahman; having
attained to it, he is not deluded. He who abides in this state even at
the hour of death passes into oneness with Brahman.!

Isn’t the true brahmi state that which endures up to the end?
What should a mind that has become weak do to attain such a
state? The only reply is, constant repetition of the name. I,
therefore, pray that you should make a firm resolution and, with-
drawing your mind from everything, merely go on repeating, after
taking the Lord’s name, the following verse:

I desire neither earthly kingdom nor paradise no, not even release from
birth and death. I desire only release of the afflicted from misery.2
If you cannot do this, repetition of the name will suffice. If
you fill your mind completely with strength and light, you will
cease feeling old and feel young instead. If you still feel attach-
ment to any being or object, I entreat you to shed it completely.
Humblest respects from
MoHANDAS

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II

1 Bhagavad Gita, 1. 72; vide Vol. XXXII, p. 145.
2 Ashram Bhajanavali, verse 10; vide Vol. XLIV, p. 389.
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130. LETTER TO MADALASA BAJAY

May 23, 1935
CHI. MADALASA,

It does not matter if your letters are long. I must know
about everything. Tell Janakibehn! that she should not ride. If
she has a fall, she will take time to recover. In your case, there
is not the same fear. And is it not a common truth that ‘one
who rides may also fall’?

We must find a remedy for your boils. Do start eating salt,
although I do not think that that has anything to do with the
boils. Try neem leaves. I am also experimenting with them. Chew
half a tola of leaves twice a day after meals. That will improve
your appetite and purify your blood. Let me know about the
result.

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]

Panchven Putrako Bapuke Ashirvad, p. 317

131. LETTER TO KANTI AND KANU GANDHI
May 23, 1935

CHI. KANTI AND KANU,

Please understand that I was very eager to take you with me
but I had to restrain my desire. I have no doubt that it is for the
best. But there is no doubt, either, that you are wanting to accom-
pany me. I hope everything is going on all right. Take as much
interest in prayers as you can. Kanu must learn the chapters of
the Gita by heart.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7297. Courtesy: Kantilal
Gandhi

1 Addressee’s mother

93



132. LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA
May 23, 1935

CHI. BALVANTSINHA,

I was distressed to see you so upset on the 2Ist. But it was
well that I learnt the extent of your weakness. You should now be
calm in mind and understand yourself. Talk it over with Kishore-
lal and Kakasaheb.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 1877

133. LETTER TO RAJKISHORI TYAGI

May 23, 1935
CHI. RAJKISHORI!,

I was sorry I did not take you with me. But your good
lay in my keeping you there. However, you will have opportu-
nities of travelling with me in future. I hope you are happy.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 6636. Also C.W. 4284

134. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
May 23, 1935

DEAR DAUGHTER,

I expect that you are in good spirits and that everything is
progressing satisfactorily. Your weight must be increasing. You
are not to worry about anything.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Urdu: G.N. 326
! Daughter-in-law of Chand Tyagi
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135. SPEECHES AT BORSAD VILLAGE!
[On or after May 23, 193512

Rats and fleas spread the infection and experts say that
these have got to be exterminated. But rats and fleas are messen-
gers of God. God speaks to us through them. In villages where
Nature has blessed you with the finest climate and the healthiest
soil, as I can see with my own eyes, you have so infringed Natu-
re’s rules that plague seems to have come to stay. You may
destroy some rats and fleas, but they have a knack of appearing
again and again if you do not make your houses and surroundings
inhospitable to them. A man like me wedded to non-violence
would say rats and fleas have as much right to live as I, and
there isno reason why I should not exterminate myself rather than
that I exterminate them. But I cannot reach that pitch of non-
violence in this lifetime, maybe in several lifetimes, nor perhaps can
you. But you certainly can produce conditions where rats and
fleas can never flourish. I want you to create those conditions.
I want you to make the cleaning and scavenging campaign of
these volunteers a permanent affair, and I want you to break up
your floors, break up rat-nests and rat-burrows, and construct
floors where rats cannot make their homes.?

A plague-infected man is worse than a plague-infected rat
or fleas and unless you make your bodies proofs against infection
you cannot abolish these epidemics. Nature has endowed us with
enough capacity for the resistance of disease. It is we who, careless
of her laws, have ruined that capacity. We have to regain it by
healthy and hygienic ways of living and eating.

Harijan, 8-6-1935

1 This is extracted from Mahadev Desai’s ‘“Weekly Letter”. Without men-
tioning either the date or the place of the meeting or meetings, Mahadev Desai
had merely reported that ‘““Gandhiji addressed about ten meetings in these
villages and in the course of his speeches asked the people not to go to sleep
over the flight of the enemy but to take permanent measures for banishing him”.

2 Gandhiji reached Borsad on May 23.

3 What follows was reported by Mahadev Desai as said by Gandhiji ‘in one
of his speeches”. Mahadev Desai had explained: ‘“During his eight days’ stay
at Borsad, Gandhiji got Dr. Bhaskar to issue a series of leaflets on the elements
of rat-proofing of houses and on the disease-proofing of human bodies.”
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136. LETTER TO F. MARY BARR
May 24, 1935

CHI. MARY,

I had a talk about you with Khurshed. Her whole house
will be practically vacated. If therefore you would rather go to
Miraj, do by all means go and that as early as you can. Of
course there is no difficulty about your stay elsewhere in Bombay
if you go simply for examination. You will do whatever is best
for your health.

Love.
Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 6042. Also C.W. 3371. Courtesy: F. Mary Barr

137. LETTER TO AGATHA HARRISON

WARDHA,!
May 24, 1935

MY DEAR AGATHA,
Whilst C. F. A. is here I need not write at all. But I must
refer to your letter enclosing Carl Heath’s letter to Manchester
Guardian. 'The letter evokes no response because it takes no note of
the truth as it is known here. The king there is, or maybe, above
party strife. The King-Emperor is here identified with the services.
He is the ruler through his Viceroy. The India Office laughs to
see the paragraph which is so hopelessly out of touch with the
reality. And why should the Government release prisoners who bear
no affection either towards the Emperor as such or his Empire ? I
have never appreciated the agitation for the release of political
prisoners. I have understood the Government’s stubborn refusal. It
is consistent. It is wrong only if the whole system is admitted
to be wrong. O! for an ounce of facts.
Love.
Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 1491

1 Permanent address
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138. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR
May 24, 1935

MY DEAR AMRIT,

So you were not free from the effect of the accident even at
the time you wrote, i.e., the 20th instant. I hope you are now
completely free.

I am glad you have established touch with the villagers.
You should learn their domestic condition and know them as if
they were members of the family. Their morals need not worry
us just now for they know no better. They have not a guilty
conscience. If therefore we establish contact with them it becomes
easy and effective to ask them to give up some of their habits.

Heat is there but none too oppressive.

I am not writing to Charlie separately.

Love to you all there.

Baru
From the original: C.W. 3535. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6344

139. LETTER TO MIRABEHN
May 24, 1935

CHI. MIRA,

I had put in an ateran' myself. So there was no difficulty.
There are plenty of winders here and slivers. Of foot-wipers too
there is no dearth. So far as food is concerned, Bal goes and gets
the goat milked and mangoes are plentiful. Neem trees are every-
where. So you need have no anxiety on my score.

I am glad you are having Raghavayya treated. It is good too
that you are helping in the kitchen.

Kamala was quite well and cheerful.

Love.

Baru

From the original: C.W. 6303. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9769

' A wooden winder
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140. LETTER TO JAMNALAL BAJAJ

May 24, 1935

CHI. JAMNALAL,
I got your letter. Do not let the Indore matter weigh on
your mind. Do please go there after you come down.
You must be getting news about Gangadevi.
Everything is all right at Borsad.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2970

141, LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI

May 24, 1935

CHI. MANILAL AND SUSHILA,

I came to Borsad yesterday in response to Sardar’s wish.
Ba and Mahadev have accompanied me. I will leave on the 31st
to return to Wardha. Ba will most probably stay on in this part
for about a month.

I was sorry to hear that your sugarcane crop had dried up.
But that is the common lot of all farmers. In taking up farming
one must make due allowance for such contingencies. Weren’t
golden crops worth crores ruined here this year because of
frost ?

Ba may feel upset for a while, but you should always give
all news, good or bad, from that side. Only then can I guide you
whenever necessary.

I liked your suggestion about Ramdas. I am sending your
letter to him. He will not go there, but he can certainly take up
the agency, to the profit of you both. I will advise him to do
so.

Harilal is at present busy looking for a new wife. He wants to
start business in watches.

Blessings from
Baru
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LETTER TO AVADHESH DUTT AVASTHI 99

[PS.]

. . .1 has not returned a pie of the money that he borrowed from
Jamnalal. He swallowed the amount sent by Medh?. You must,
therefore, send one pound every month.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 4838

142. LETTER TO SHANTIKUMAR MORARJEE
May 24, 1935

CHI. SHANTIKUMAR,
I got your letter. May you live long and render great services
—that is ever my hope and my blessing.
I hope Sumati? is keeping good health.
My pranams to Mother.
Blessings from
Bapu

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 4800. Courtesy: Shantikumar
Morarjee

143. LETTER TO AVADHESH DUTT AVASTHI

May 24, 1935
CHI. AVADHESH,

Service to all living beings may be said to be the object of
human life.

2. The observance of the eleven vows and avoidance of their
opposites is essential.

3. Garuda, indeed, spoke in anger; but it does not mean
that we, too, may get angry.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 3215

1 The name has been omitted.
2 Surendra Medh
3 Addressee’s wife



144. DRAFT TELEGRAM TO SUPERINTENDENT,
WANLESS SANATORIUM

[After May 24, 1935]!

SUPERINTENDENT
WANLESS SANATORIUM
Miraj

MISS BARR PREVENTED START YESTERDAY OWING FEVER. REACHING
THERE SATURDAY MORNING.
GANDHI

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

145. WANTED ONE LAC RUPEES

The Central Board of the Harijan Sevak Sangh has already
built many wells out of the fund that was placed at its disposal
by Sheth Jugalkishore Birla. That fund is exhausted and there is
still a need for building wells for Harijans. The orthodox oppo-
sition to the use by Harijans of common wells still continues in
many places, and Harijans are obliged either to drink water
out of cattle troughs or pay for water which people may for a
consideration pour into their pots. Every additional well built
is therefore undoubtedly a great comfort to Harijans, but it is
also an increase in the wealth of the country. The Central Board
of the Harijan Sevak Sangh has resolved to make an appeal for
one lac of rupees for the purpose. Figures are being prepared
for presentation to the public showing the wants of the different
provinces. One lac is nothing in comparison to the need. But the
Sangh has not the resources to spend large sums on well-construc-
tion. It is slow work requiring special skill. Not everyone can
construct a well. And the work being scattered makes it very diffi-
cult to provide effective supervision. The policy of the Board
is not to ask for what it cannot spend well and give a good ac-
count of to the public. I hope the modest appeal will receive
prompt and adequate response.

Harijan, 25-5-1935

I From the reference to Mary Barr to whom Gandhiji had written on May
24; vide p. 96.
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146. LETTER TO BHAGWANJFI P. PANDYA
May 25, 1935

CHI. BHAGWAN]JI,
I had your very graphic letter. Take proper care of your

health. Do not forget Vadaj.
Blessings from

Baru

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 387. Courtesy: Bhagwanji P. Pandya

147. LETTER TO VINAYAKPRASAD PANDYA
May 25, 1935

BHAI SHRI VINAYAK,
Except for persuasion I see no way of making your brother-
in-law give up tea and smoking. If the love of you all doesn’t melt
him, you should put up with his habits.
M. K. GanpsuI

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1367

148. LETTER TO ANNAPURNA

[As aT] WARDHA,
May 25, 1935

CHI. ANNAPURNA,

Why did Father undertake a fast? What did he do during
the fast? Did he suffer much? What does he eat now? How was
the fast concluded? Write to me all the details after Satisbabu’s!
arrival. What does Vaidyanath do? What is the number of girls

now? We should try to grow devakapas.
Blessings from

Baru

SHRI ANNAPURNA KUMARI
Clo Suri GoraBaNDHU CHOWDHRY
P.O. Bari, District CUTTACK

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 2778

1 Satis Chandra Das Gupta
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149. LETTER TO BHAGWANJFI P. PANDYA

Borsap,
May 26, 1935

CHI. BHAGWANT]JI,

Your letter was put into my hands at 3.30 a.m., and after
reading it I have immediately sat down to reply to it. Shedding
tears will not help us to remove the hardships of Savli’s women.
It can be proved that the condition of the Harijan women of
Savli is not as bad as you believe it to be. Your imagination can
carry you too far. That faculty needs to be kept under control.
This world is a sea of misery. If we keep thinking of it only we
would get drowned in it. We should remember that God, who
created this world and who rules it is just and, therefore, the
sufferings that we imagine do not exist and that, on the balance,
happiness reigns, that is, truth alone triumphs. Knowing this, we
should keep our minds light. That will also help us in removing
the sufferings. If, on the contrary, we magnify the sufferings, we
would sink into moka' and become incapable of relieving them.

I will certainly inquire regarding Savli. But I will say one
thing. It is surely a matter of satisfaction that whereas before the
women earned nothing, through spinning they earn something now,
however little it may be. They do have other income. A woman
is but one member of a family. There are others, too, who earn.
There are countless women in this country much poorer than they.
Instead of shedding tears over their poverty, we should steel
our hearts while thinking about it and devise measures to eradi-
cate it.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 388. Courtesy: Bhagwanji P. Pandya

I Tgnorant attachment
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150. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

[As AT] WARDHA,
May 26, 1935

MY DEAR AMRIT,

I have now got your yarn. It is not bad. You should now learn
to make properly-twisted strands. If you do not, the yarn becomes
weak. I see you have sent a lot of razor blades, some of which are
quite new. They make up for the postage spent on the yarn. Now
you should collect a fair quantity before you send a parcel.

Did you get the packet of envelopes and note-paper? The
expert has [not] yet commenced paper-making. I put him on to
making note-paper, etc., out of the stock brought from Indore.
When he does make paper you shall know.

Yes, I began about the market in Simla. I suggested your
personally visiting it and studying the local vegetables and fruit
and their quality from the health point of view and at the market
knowing the poor who come from distant hills to sell their produce.
You can also sell paper, khaddar and the like among those who
will congregate in Simla.

I hope you have both already felt the effect of the moun-
tain air.

Andrews should be here during the week.

Love.

Baru

From the original: C.W. 3536. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6345

151. LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI
May 26, 1935

MY DEAR MALKANI,
Your letter of 23rd April which Hariji! seems to have resen-

ted is none too courteous. It is professorial not secretarial (if there

is such an adjective). A secretary is nothing if he is not pleasant

I'H. N. Kunzru
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even when he is saying unpleasant things which he has to say far
more often than a professor.

I have written to Bapa to throw cold water on the fire lit by
Hariji. I am also writing. And you may write a polite letter
apologizing for any unconsciously discourteous language into using
which you might have been betrayed.

Yours,
Baru

[PS.]

Have you been sending the list of Pani Fund! donations?
From a photostat: G.N. 953

152, LETTER TO MIRABEHN

May 26, 1935
CHI. MIRA,

I am glad you are guiding Ganga Devi. She must not do any
strenuous work just yet. I hope Raghavayya is better now. Sindi
cleaning must not be omitted even for a day.? But at the same
time you must have that silent walk up to the hill.

Sardar has arranged a very light programme for me.

Love.

Baru
From the original: C.W. 6304. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9770

1 J.K. Pani Fund was started by the Harijan Sevak Sangh in June, 1933
for the improvement of water supply in Harijan colonies.

2 Mirabehn explains: ‘““The inhabitants of this village. . . used the sides
of the roads . . . for easing themselves. I happened to mention this matter to Bapu
and he immediately said: ‘It is our duty to teach these people sanitation and
if they won’t listen . . . we should clean up .. .. The villagers proved deaf

.so Bapu told me to take bucket and shovel, and any volunteers . . .
and daily go to clean .. ..”



153. LETTER TO KANTI GANDHI
May 26, 1935

CHI. KANTI,

Your explanation is correct. I understand only this, that you
have on the whole seen your good in staying with me. I don’t
think you are convinced that the way of life you have to follow
in staying with me is true education. But I do believe that your
decision has made you happy. I have no doubt at all that all
will be well with you. I understand your programme. We shall
think over it when I return there. If the ledger is completed, one
job will be over. By all means take as much advantage of Kaka-
saheb’s presence as you can.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7298. Courtesy: Kantilal Gandhi

154. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI
May 26, 1935

CHI. PRABHA,

I got your letter. I don’t like your falling ill. The disease
must be cured. Kamala told me that you had gone to see her. It
was also good that you went and stayed with Jayaprakash for
some time. If] similarly, the marriage also is settled, all your prob-
lems will have been solved. See that you don’t fall ill before that.
Eat neem leaves. Take hip-baths and go out for regular walks. I
will leave Borsad on the 31st and reach Wardha on June 2. My
weight is 104. My present food is milk, neem leaves and mango
juice. Tamarind is not available just now. In place of it, I take
the juice of lemons. My health is good. Only Ba and Mahadev
are with me. Bal and Anandi joined from Bombay. Most probably
Ba will stay on for a month. There are many girls at present
with Gangabehn! in Bochasan.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3449
1 Gangabehn Vaidya
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155. LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI
May 26, 1935

You couldn’t come to see me nor could I go to see Kapill.
I read your letter to Mahadev. It was good to hear that Kapil
was all right again.
[From Gujarati]
Bapuni Prasadi, p. 158

156. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
May 26, 1935

DEAR DAUGHTER,

Your letter. You did nothing wrong in coming to the sta-

tion.2 Why do you unnecessarily distress yourself? You did well in

giving me all the news. Gangabehn3, I hope, is cheerful. Raj-

kishori must have got my letter*. Do only as much as your health
permits. I shall reach on the 2nd.

Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 327

1 Addressee’s son

2 The addressee had gone to the Wardha railway station to see Gandhiji
off when he left for Bombay a few days earlier.

3 Wife of Rameshwardas Poddar of Dhulia

4 Vide p. 94.
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157. LETTER TO MIRABEHN
May 27, 1935

CHI. MIRA,
I have your two fine descriptive letters. They show how much
you need these solitary walks for self-expression. You must have
them more frequently if not daily. I am writing against mail
time. 2 1b. of milk, two tolas neem, a big bowlful local mango juice
and lemons is my staple here. The weather here is undoubtedly
much cooler than there. We are only 15 miles from the sea.
Love.
Bapu

From the original: C.W. 6305. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9771

158. LETTER TO KANU GANDHI
May 27, 1935

CHI. KANU,
I got your letter. I am glad that you are studying the Gita
systematically. If you master the Margopadeshika' well, you will be-
come proficient in grammar, and that will help you in learning
the correct pronunciations and also aid your memory. If you use
every minute well, you will learn a great deal. I hope you keep
everything clean. What happened about the third quern that
had arrived? What was done about cleaning the damaged parts?
I hope the mangoes and other gifts which were received have also
been entered in the register.
Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II

1 Bhandarkar’s manual of Sanskrit grammar for beginners
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159. LETTER TO VAIKUNTHLAL L. MEHTA
Borsap,

May 27, 1935

BHAI VAI[KUNTH]!,

Bhai [Mal]thu[ra]ldas Vasanji informs me that as you are
unable to sign the Harijan Sevak Sangh pledge, you wish to
resign. Is this true? I didn’t believe it. The pledge is only a
symbol of our mental attitude. How can we dispense with it?
How can we ask anybody else to take a pledge which you cannot
take ? I believe that Bhai Mathuradas [has not understood you].
Write [to me] and explain the correct position. The Bombay
branch of the Sangh must be placed on a sound footing.

Baru

[PS.]
I will leave Borsad on the 31st.
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1362

160. LETTER TO V. N. ABHYANKAR
May 27, 1935

BHAI VISHNU NARAYAN ABHYANKAR,

I have read your letter carefully. I congratulate you on the
faith and firmness which you have put in the khadi work. That
the Praja Mandal should buy mill carpet rather than khadi car-
pet is as painful as it is amazing. We who have faith in khadi
should not, however, give up our faith.

Yours,

M. K. GanpHI
From a photostat of the Hindi: S.N. 12761

1 The original is mutilated.
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161. LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA
May 27, 1935

CHI. BALVANTSINHA,

If you do not see the fault, why should you be troubled ? Even if a
mahatma shows us our faults, we should neither be pained nor repent,
so long as we do not see them for ourselves. I have not found you
untruthful, only indiscreet. When you had to travel at public cost,
there was no need to go. It is also debatable whether your coming
from Delhi was in itself proper. The same is true about rotis and
mangoes. All these things should not cause you distress. You should
only try to understand and try to restrain yourself. More when
we meet. I hope you have put to good use the 12 days that
you got.

Blessings from
Baru
[PS.]

I am returning your letter.
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 1878

162. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA

May 27, 1935
CHI. SHARMA,

I have your letter. I understand you have paid for the books
for the present. I shall send you the money when the remaining
books arrive. It is not necessary for you to pay for the books. Did
the shop-keeper charge the printed price or did he allow some
discount ? You may continue reading whatever books are available
now. In the mean time, let us see how the plans about America
progress. You can certainly come and learn at Wardha. All
this will depend upon plans regarding America. The letter to
Dr. Kellogg does not mean that your departure depends upon
his reply. If the passport was ready, I would certainly send you
away on the 3lst without waiting for Kellogg’s reply. The
position about the passport is as I explained!. We cannot move a
single step without your application.

! Vide p. 76.
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I am at Borsad. I shall leave on the 31st and reach
Wardha on the 2nd June.
Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

How is your boil? What about the court judgment?

From a facsimile of the Hindi: Bapuki Chhapamen Mere Fivanke Solah Varsha,
between pp. 162 and 163

163. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
May 27, 1935

DEAR DAUGHTER,
Though you forbade me to write I feel my letter will gladden
you. I do have some leisure for writing. It is pleasing to learn that
everything is proceeding smoothly there. I hope the Japanese
monk is well.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Urdu: G.N. 328

164. SPEECH AT BORSAD!
May 27, 1935

It is a shame that plague should have been endemic here for
four years. Borsad proper has only a population of 13,000, and the
taluka has a population of 1,44,000 to deal with. It should not be
impossible to abolish plague both from the town and the taluka. But
you cannot do so with only six scavengers for the whole of the town.
Unless you convert yourselves into Bhangis, unless all of you become
voluntary scavengers, plague must come again, the Sardar’s and his
volunteers’ efforts notwithstanding. In fact the voluntary relief
work that has now come to an end adds considerably to your re-
sponsibility. Unless you follow up the work it will be wasted. I
have in the past come to you to congratulate you on the pluck

1 This is extracted from Mahadev Desai’s ‘“Weekly Letter”.
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with which you had fought during the civil disobedience move-
ment and on your sufferings and sacrifice. But I have come to
tell you today that it is not those who can fight the Government that
can govern themselves, but those who can show themselves to be
equal to calamities like this. Let me tell you that ever since I
learnt the word ‘swaraj’, I have been interesting myself in work of
this kind. Ever since 1893 when my public life began my principal
interest has been this kind of constructive work. The fight with
the Government came at a very late stage in life. But it may be
said to be an edifice built on the sure foundation of solid con-
structive work done through several years. I have obeyed and re-
spected every municipal and civic law to the best of my ability, and
even the Government that has often imprisoned me knows my
capacity for obedience. I learnt scavenging for the first time in
South Africa, and have ever been laying the greatest stress on the
fact that it is work of this kind that qualifies one for swaraj. You
will not say that after you have won swaraj you can go to sleep,
unmindful of these problems. Swaraj is not absence of rule. You
will have to tackle all these problems successfully even after you
have won swaraj. Remember that the man who made the call
for civil disobedience is making the call for work of this essential
character. Even constructive work like production of khadi and
revival of village industries cannot be done unless you have made
your bodies and your homes proof against disease, and therefore
this sanitation work is the very foundation of all constructive work.

Harijan, 8-6-1935; also The Bombay Chronical, 28-5-1935

165. LETTER TO KANTI GANDHI

Borsap,
May 28, 1935

CHI. KANTI,

I got your entertaining letter. Ravishankar! comes and sees
me regularly. If the rule he has taught you has gone down the
throat and sunk into your heart, you may rest assured that all your
problems will be solved. Everything will happen when its turn comes.
You will have Bal and everything else too. All feel hunger and
thirst, but he who remains cheerful despite them enjoys true
happiness.

1 Ravishankar Vyas, popularly known as Ravishankar Maharaj
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Anyone who has got a wooden flute like the one that Mira-
behn has should please give it to Amtussalaam. I am trying to
procure another.

Blessings from
Bapu

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7299. Courtesy: Kantilal
Gandhi

166. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
May 28, 1935

CHI. NARANDAS,

Read the accompanying letter and give it to Harilal. Do you
think there is anything in it?

Keshu has gone to Bombay. He wants something by way of
scholarship. I have told Panditji! about Gajanan. He will have
a talk with Gajanan. Go on giving? for the present.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8446. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

167. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK
Unrevised May 28, 1935

CHI. PREMA,

Why did you have to keep waiting for forty-five minutes?
In any case, I didn’t think you would run away. Since you were
meeting me after a long time, I was eager to ask you a few ques-
tions and have a careful look at you. Of course you did well to
go back to your place of work. But I was eager because on that
day you had stayed on.

I am unable to say anything about Aurobindobabu. If a
man with a flabby body cannot have pure wisdom, what can
one say of one who is slim? I can only say that my path has
borne fruit for me. Let us not make ourselves judges of the whole

1 Narayan Moreshwar Khare
2 Vide p. 91.
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world. We should admit that among the two hundred persons
living under his wing there are several whose lives have undergone
a great transformation through his influence.

Everybody follows his own natural bent.

It is not quite correct to say that in the West they do not
recognize the necessity of purity in private life, nor is it correct
to say that here everybody recognizes it. We ourselves not only
recognize it, but go further and believe that the actions prompted
by a reason not purified inwardly will not endure, however
attractive they may appear. Such actions cannot be judged from
their immediate results. It is true, of course, that actions which
have no connection with morality do not require inward purity.
A dissolute carpenter will be able to make a right-angled table.
But a person lacking in purity will not be able to eradicate
untouchability or turn the people to the spinning-wheel, for
both these tasks require qualities of the heart. In such activities
calculations of time count for little. We should have no doubt at
all that actions performed with sincere and truthful motives are
bound to have certain results. If we do not have such faith,
we shall never be able to adhere to moral principles.

God is beyond the reach of human thought. The God, there-
fore, whom we worship is a creation of our imagination. Nobody
has seen the real God. If anybody has seen Him, he has not been
able to describe Him. It is difficult to say which Form of Him
is dearest to me. The Form, however, which I worship is known
as Truth. He both has a manifest form and has none. He
manifests Himself in innumerable ways. How can imperfect man
see perfect truth?

I don’t intend to write anything about the jewellery though
I have already made a note of the point in my diary. The
additional note which will appear after your letter will be for
my information. Isn’t that what you desire?

I will use the khadi when it is received.

Lilavati has arrived here from Rajkot. This time her health
is excellent. She has gained weight, too, and seems to be quite
happy.

I intend to leave on the 3lst and reach Wardha on the 2nd.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10373
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168. LETTER TO KRISHNADAS

[As AT WARDHA, |
May 29, 1935

MY DEAR KRISHNADAS,

I did not know that the illegal sessions were counted among
the others. I think you should take the ruling from Rajendra-
babu! and act as he says. If they are counted as sessions, their
chairmen undoubtedly become members of A.I.C.C. if they con-
form to the rule applicable to original members.

Shri Srinivasa Iyengar is not found in the list because I ima-
gine he has not paid his subscription.

If the Congress has actually finished 50 vyears of its life,
undoubtedly there should be celebrations on a grand scale. The
programme requires careful thinking out. Confer on this with
Rajenbabu.

Love.

Baru

[PS.]
Sardar has seen this letter and he approves.

From a copy: A.I.C.C. File, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library

169. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

Borsap,
May 29, 1935

CHI. MIRA,

From your description of the weather there, Borsad is heaven.
The evenings and mornings are delightfully cool. Wardha must be
a furnace day and night. Whatever it is, if all goes well you will
find us there on 2nd June.

I am glad Janakiprasad joined the party of his own accord.

Amtussalaam has to be allowed to grow her own way. She is

1 Then President of the Indian National Congress, to whom Gandhiji
had sent a copy of this letter
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a wonderful girl—a freak of nature. If she lives long, she is likely
to become a first-class servant of humanity.
Love.

Bapu
From the original: C.W. 6306. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9772

170. LETTER TO VITHAL L. PHADKE
May 29, 1935

CHI. MAMA,

I could read your letter only last night. I am camping tomor-
row at Ras and at Nadiad on the 31st morning. From there we
take the train for Ahmedabad at 9.22. At Ahmedabad I shall
spend the day at Budhabhai’s and at night take a train for Wardha.
Thus we can meet only at Ahmedabad now. We are spending
four hours at Kanjibhai’s! in Surat. I shall expect Bhaskar? there.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3831

171. LETTER TO PURUSHOTTAMDAS THAKURDAS
May 29, 1935

BHAI PURUSHOTTAMDAS,

The Harijan Sevak Sangh has a big scheme for digging wells.
It is planned to construct them with cement. Can we expect
your help in obtaining it? Thakkar Bapa informs me that you
had allowed 30 per cent in the Bihar Relief work. I assume
that you will do whatever is possible in this instance. I was
told in Borsad that you had called during the few hours I spent
in Bombay. I was disappointed that we couldn’t meet.

I hope you keep perfect health.

Vandemataram from
MOHANDAS

From Gujarati: Purushottamdas Thakurdas Papers. File No. 159/1935.
Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

1 Kanaiyalal Desai
2 Dr. Bhaskar Patel



172. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA
[May 29, 1935]!

CHI. SHARMA,

What can I do? You cannot get a passport at Wardha. As far
as I know, you will get it in Delhi only. You will have to apply
to the magistrate. The Police Commissioner will make inquiries.
So you have to get an application form and fill it. I was hoping
that I could take out a passport for you but rules do not
permit it. I too had to apply and attach a photograph and all this
not at Simla but in Bombay. The only difference was that, since I
had to attend the Round Table Conference, Simla had cleared the
way for me. They will make many inquiries about you, as they
do in all cases. This should not cause anything like fear. You
will often have to come in contact with many such officials. More
so in America. There are inquiries and verifications at every stage,
so you must make a start.

It was a reliable person who wrote to me about the Rs. 5,000.2
He does not want to disclose his name. It is the same firm. In
this I can never be misted. Nor does that seem to be his
intention. When he learnt that I was sending you to America,
he wrote to caution me. I replied to say that there was no
reason for me to be cautious. I have written to you as a matter
of duty to let you know how people talk about you. This
should not cause you any worry.

I understand about joint policy. I fear nothing can be done
in this matter. My writing is not likely to deter anyone from
taking out a policy. I would not bother about the effect, if wri-
ting becomes a duty. At present I do not feel called upon to
write.

Blessings from
Baru

From a facsimile of the Hindi: Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Fivanke Solah
Varsha, facing p. 164

1 As in the source
2 Vide p. 80.
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173. LETTER TO KOTWAL

May 31, 1935
BHAI KOTWAL,

I got your letter. I have absolved nobody. I merely said that
if Haribhau and you had misled the members of the Committee,
they would be absolved from blame. But even though you might
have misled them, how can those who accompanied you be ab-
solved? As a matter of fact, therefore, nobody is absolved. Your
atonement lies, first, in explaining to the people there what their
dharma is, and, secondly, in refusing in future to assume any
responsibility beyond your capacity. You have no gift for collect-
ing money. Since you did not have money, you should not have
involved yourself in money matters. Except this there is no other
atonement. It will not matter if you can collect nothing. But
even if you are offered contributions of a hundred or two hundred
rupees, you may accept them. Drop by drop the lake fills.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3610

174. LETTER TO VIPIN D. PATEL

Borsap,
May 31, 1935
CHI. BABAl,
Manibehn says today is your birthday. What will you do
on this day? Won’t you do some act of service? If you wish to

do so, then ask Manibehn what you can do. You will certainly be
growing up. You must also become good.

Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—¢: Manibehn Patelne, p.163

1 Grandson of Vallabhbhai Patel
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175. SPEECH AT INAUGURATION OF VITHAL KANYA
VIDYALAYA, NADIAD

May 31, 1935

Today we have assembled for the opening of a girls’ school.
I have made a thorough study of child education. I could
say the same thing about girls’ education. But how can experts
accept this? Today, even I cannot make that claim. In the pre-
vailing state of affairs it is not easy to talk about girls’ education.
Everyone may well claim that he is capable of giving educa-
tion to girls. I will however ask him whether he has imparted
true education to his daughter or his wife. How can he who has
not observed his dharma towards his wife, sister, mother or mother-
in-law, set out to teach the daughters or sisters of others? They
may well become B.A.s or M.A.s but I shall put them to
the same test. I should like to know what kind of husbands and
fathers those who write books on girls’ education are.

You will tell me that although this school is to be opened
as a memorial to Vithalbhai, I have not yet said anything about
him. Why should we have a memorial to Vithalbhai in Nadiad?
His services extended over a vast area. He brought credit to
the office of the Mayor of the Bombay Corporation. Both in
Bombay and Simla, he struggled for the nation’s cause. There
have always been differences of opinion between Vithalbhai and
myself. Nevertheless the very same Vithalbhai sang my praises
in America. The reason for this was that both of us had one thing
in common—the zeal to live and die for the country. He did not
keep a pie for himself. He bequeathed to the country whatever he
had saved. When he was earning, he donated Rs. 40,000 the
interest on which is still accumulating. Is it a child’s play to build
a memorial to such an individual? The ideal of education for
girls is not that our girls become like dolls or beautiful dancers but
good volunteers. As Patidars, you have thought of erecting this
memorial. God alone knows whether he was a Patidar or not.
When I first met him, I mistook him for a Muslim because of
his fez and his beard. I did not even ask him, for it would not
be in keeping with my habit. How can he who regards every-
one as his brother ask about a person’s caste or religion! If you
want to ridicule Vithalbhai by calling him a Patidar, you may well

118



SPEECH AT INAUGURATION OF BAL MANDIR, NADIAD 119

do so. Which of the Patidars’ customs did he observe? Which
circle of Patidars can absorb him? If you want to claim Vithal-
bhai and Vallabhbhai as your own, then be sure that you are
doomed. If you regard the former as one of you, you will have
to regard Dheds, Bhangis and Dharalas as your kinsfolk. He never
distinguished between Bhangis and Patidars. If you want to build a
memorial to him, you will have to make this institution such as
would do credit not to Kheda but to India and you will have
to produce women volunteers who will serve the country. If you
run this institution with this ideal in view, it will be regarded as
a real memorial to Vithalbhai.

It is not easy to do that. However, I have come here on your
insistence and because of my blind love for you. How could I refuse
to come to Kheda district and refuse to open a school when I
have a fund of sacred memories of this district, where I went
round on horseback and in bullock-carts, where I gathered a lot
of dust by going on foot, where once I was on my death-bed and
where volunteers like Fulchand cleaned my bed-pan? It is true
that I was not very enthusiastic about performing this ceremony,
for I have burnt my fingers once, but I agreed to do it as I
hold the belief that faith moves mountains.

[From Gujarati]
Harijanbandhu, 9-6-1935

176. SPEECH AT INAUGURATION OF
BAL MANDIR, NADIAD

May 31, 1935

I feel it is necessary to say two things before we begin our
programme for the day. Today, on this occasion, I feel the absence of
Fulchand! and Mohanlal Pandya?—the onion thief. I came into
contact with both these persons when I was staying at the Nadiad
orphanage in 1918 and that relationship lasted till they died. I
have preserved in my memory many sweet recollections of both.
I received a heart-rending letter from Sardar at the time of
Mohanlal’s death. Ordinarily, Sardar has a heart of steel, he
can harden his heart to put up with any kind of suffering that
befalls him. Nevertheless when I came across heart-rending phrases

1 Fulchand Bapuji Shah died on April 19, 1934.
2 Mohanlal Kameshvar Pandya died on May 18, 1934.
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in his letter, I realized how much he must have felt at the loss of
such a colleague. Not only this district, but the entire Gujarat
feels his loss. These two workers embodied my ideal of silent volun-
teers. Both gave up their lives thinking of their own work.

I have visited the Bal Mandir which has been built in me-
mory of Fulchand. It is natural that you should wish to have a
memorial for Mohanlal as well. However, it is better if we do
not beguile ourselves with such small memorials. If we wish to
erect a permanent memorial, it cannot be done by spending money
on buildings of brick and mortar. This does not mean that such
memorials should not be built. Only we must understand what we
intend through the memorial. We cannot sit by saying, now
he is gone and where are we to find the like of him? We
are bound to feel sorry at the loss of such workers but their loss
should be made good. Just as at the death of a king his throne
does not remain vacant and we say ‘“‘the king is dead, long live
the king”’, similarly the institution built by workers who are no
longer alive should continue to function. And a successive line of
workers belonging to these should continue. Both Fulchand and
Mohanlal Pandya were institutions by themselves. What would
happen to a person like myself if such institutions did not func-
tion? Or, in other words, no sooner a person who is prepared
to face the gallows has departed, than another such person should
be ready. I would, therefore, suggest that if we wish to perpetuate
the memory of Fulchand and Mohanlal Pandya we may certain-
ly erect buildings but before doing that our task should be to
resolve to make all efforts to become like them. The poet Shakes-
peare has said: “The evil that men do lives after them, the good
is oft interred with their bones.” The poet has not expressed a
universal truth in this but has reproached the world.

As a matter of fact, Nature does not store rubbish. It conti-
nues to give out its fragrance after burying or burning up filth.
Similarly, we should bury any faults in our elders and departed
leaders and preserve their virtues. The reason is that it is not
the former but the latter which is our wealth. We are not guilty
of any injustice to those like Mohanlal Pandya if we believe that
we can excel them. Each one of us is born with his own faults.
It is the dharma of every one of us to rid ourselves of these and
to develop our virtues and preserve them. To the extent that
the world has not been regularly practising this dharma, it has not
done credit to its heritage.

This morning, I visited the Bal Mandir started in memory of
Fulchand. I was informed by the persons who run it that the trans-



SPEECH AT INAUGURATION OF BAL MANDIR, NADIAD 121

port charges for bringing the children to the school every day
came to fifty rupees per month. I am acquainted with child
education and the Montessori system. I have met! the learned
Madam Montessori. I have not taken a single lesson from her and
yet she has publicly awarded a certificate to me saying that I fully
understand her system and have been practising it. This certificate
was not by way of false flattery. For I had given a certificate to
myself at the very outset. So, with full knowledge as to what
child education is, I say that this expense of fifty rupees seems
preposterous to me. Spending fifty rupees for making cripples of
children is not the Montessori system. Those who blindly imitate in
this country the way it is practised in Europe are fools. And how
far will you carry out that imitation? According to that system,
it is necessary to have a garden along with the school. In this
school I did not find a garden. When I enquired about the distance
of the school from the children’s homes, I was informed that
it would not be more than a mile. I would ask the parentsand the
teachers to save these fifty rupees. Teachers should set out early
in the morning and bring the children to the school, leading them
by the hand. You cannot perpetuate the memory of Fulchand by
packing the children into a carriage and bringing them to the
school. Fulchand was not the person to rest in a bed of flowers.
He was as hard as steel. Hence I would tell the teachers to serve
a notice on parents that they should accept your resignation if
they cannot send their children on foot, but they should not com-
pel you to make the children helpless. Only aged and helpless
persons like Nanasaheb? go about in carriages. I would not do so.
And if an old man of sixty-six does not sit in a carriage, why
should you send children of two-and-a-half years in that manner?

[From Gujarati]
Harijanbandhu, 9-6-1935

1'Tn 1931, when Gandhiji was visiting England for the second Round
Table Conference; Vide Vol. XLVIII, p. 128.
2 Gopaldas Vithaldas Desai



177. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS!

AHMEDABAD,
May 31, 1935

Ghaffar Khan is cheerful and happy, though considerably
reduced. He looks weak. Our conversation throughout was about
the members of his family.

The Bombay Chronicle, 1-6-1935

178. INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS
May 31, 1935

Answering several questions, Gandhiji said that plague was practically
exterminated from Borsad. The conversation next turned to the village in-
dustries work. Asked as to why he selected Wardha as his headquarters
Gandhiji said:

Because Wardha is in the centre of India, and it was in
Wardha that I was able to get a rich piece of land with buildings
and plenty of water, land worth over two lakhs. There are
nearly 700 fruit trees on the land. I selected Wardha also because
Sheth Jamnalal Bajaj was most anxious that the land which he
had contemplated as donation for Maganlal Gandhi Memorial
should be taken up by the All-India Village Industries Association.
Lastly, Wardha is a half-village and half-town, and my own desire
and that of my associates was that the headquarters should
not be selected in any presidency town. There was an additional
attraction of Vinoba and his band of workers already trained at
the Wardha Ashram. These were sufficient inducements for all of
us for selecting Wardha as headquarters.

Answering further questions, Gandhiji said that he did not propose to
move out of Wardha as far as possible in order that the work might go on in
his presence, as the conception was his. Moreover, it was advisable that all
office-bearers of the Association should be in close touch with him and that he

1 Gandhiji issued the statement after meeting Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan in
Sabarmati Jail in the afternoon.
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might be available, whenever any of them wanted his guidance at Wardha.
They met daily for one-and-a-half hours except on Mondays.

Asked as to whether it was a fact that he had left Gujarat because he
was dissatisfied with her, Gandhiji said that that was altogether a wrong
notice. [He said:]

It is not without considerable pain that I am just now
physically cut off from Gujarat, though, in other respects, I am in
constant touch with her work.

Replying to another question, Gandhiji said that he wished he could stay
in Gujarat for the Village Industries work, but he was afraid that Gujarat
was far too commercialized for doing spade-work with better prospects of
success than elsewhere. Gandhiji was of opinion that villages in Gujarat were
more touched by that commercial spirit than elsewhere.

The Bombay Chronicle, 1-6-1935

179. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS!

May 31, 1935

What should be the attitude of a woman towards her family? To what
extent can she maintain her individuality in the family?

There is not the slightest doubt that wives have all the
rights which husbands enjoy. Their duties are different but their
rights are the same. If a woman sets out in shirt and trousers
with a gun in her hand, a man has no right to stop her. In such
matters men and women enjoy equal rights. A husband cannot
compel his wife to go to a cinema against her wishes or if she
wishes to go out by herself, he cannot prevent her. In other
words, in things which have to be done jointly—the greater the
amount of co-operation and unanimity the better it is.

This co-operation is not a one-sided affair. It cannot be
measured. The husband saying, ‘I am your master, you are my
property, you should do as I tell you’ is the kind of thing that
has no place in my ideology. Satyagraha is the final weapon against
such attitude in husbands. A woman too can resort to it. It is
both a single-edged and a double-edged sword. It can be used
anywhere with success. The husband has no alternative but to give
in before this strength of love. Although I am pointing out this

I The questions were asked by members of Jyoti Sangh, an institution
for women’s welfare.
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path of love—of satyagraha—to the woman who wishes to assert
her own personality before her husband, it is as the poet Pritam
has said “the flame of the fire’’. She will have to walk in it
and that too bare-footed, not with shoes on.

With reference to removing the economic dependence of women, Gan-
dhiji said:

I can point out many ways of removing the economic depen-
dence of women. The easiest way to this is for every woman to
take up some form of work. It is not as if the educated women of
today were independent. They are equally dependent. But
this is a problem that concerns only the city women and high-
caste women. I have travelled in villages and have seen numerous
women enjoying economic independence. These women do more
work than men. But women get less wages. Truly speaking, both
men and women should get equal wages. That is women’s right.
It is only fair. If Jyoti Sangh could achieve this, one could say it
had brought forth a new principle in the world.

Now we have to find out what our work should be. Of the
crores of women, how many of you are going to become B.A.s
and M.A.s? But let me inform you that crores of women in
India enjoy economic freedom. I have to find out how many in
Ahmedabad do so. It is difficult for the Jyoti Sangh to remove
their financial dependence. For peasant women it is not so. We do
not enjoy the right which they enjoy. It is the Brahmins and
Banias who have to fight for the right of divorce. Other commu-
nities have long been enjoying this right. Hence, I ask you not to
pity them unnecessarily. Only you city-dwellers are dependent.

All of us have to work in the way bricks are put together
one upon another. You should work within the scope set for your
work and bring credit to it. You can invite those who wish to take
an active part in national and social activities. I bless you that
you may succeed in your endeavours. But for this many women will
have to become martyrs to this cause and become ascetics. This is
no play and if it is that at all, it is like that of the tight-rope-
walker who is able to keep himself straight like a stick only when
he concentrates fully, keeps his eyes fixed on a particular point
and is fully attuned to the tunes of the shehnai and the drum. You
shall be able to achieve something only if you work with such
concentration.

With reference to the duties of women, Gandhiji said:

The duty of a woman is to look after what in English is
called the hearth and home. Man has never performed this
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task. He has been content to build forts and ramparts for pro-
tection. Will he come forward to protect the home? And even
if he does so, what sort of protection will he offer> Even in a
home he will build fortresses and walls. He will make holes within
these to fire bullets from and put glass and nails on walls. In
the end, the children of the house will meet their death by
climbing upon these. But we have to bring credit to the home.
Hence it is my confirmed opinion that women should get a dis-
tinct kind of education. The two have separate spheres of acti-
vity and their training, therefore, should also be different. This
does not imply that the work of the one is inferior while that of the
other is superior; the spheres of the two are complementary.
[From Gujarati]
Gujarati, 16-6-1935

180. STRUGGLES OF A WORKER

I am conducting, with the co-operation of some comrades, an ashram;
its objectis to so train ourselves as to be transformed into ideal peasants, so that
we may be able to completely identify ourselves with village people and village
society, and thus be able to serve them by being actually of them. With this
end in view, agriculture has been taken up as the chief means of support with
spinning and weaving as supplementary . . .

While starting the ashram, it had been conceived that along with the
working out of the ideal of ourselves living a self-supporting peasant life, we should
also serve the villagers by doing Harijan work, by introducing spinning and in
other possible ways. But we have been entirely disappointed in this respect,
for we have not been as yet able to find a suitable locality for the ashram.
In the locality wherein the ashram is at present situated the hamlets consist of
one or two houses; and these hamlets are separated from one another by a
distance of from half a mile to one mile.

Another thing that has seriously impeded the progress of the ashram is that I
committed grave blunders, as I now find them to be, in the matter of diet.
In what now seems to be a mere over-enthusiasm for the ideal of poverty,
the standard of diet was kept very low. The ashram, for instance, did not
even use vegetables regularly. .. . Milk and milk products were considered
a luxury. .. . All this has seriously crippled the health of the inmates.
The ashram started with twelve inmates; we are now only five. . . .

The ashram has up till now stuck to the ideal of maintaining itself by
manual labour. . . .

Friends and sympathizers as well as critics set this our insistence
on the Tolstoyan idea of bread labour in opposition to the ideal of
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social service, and argue that the ashram has thus deprived society of the
benefits of the many services that the ashram workers would have been other-
wise in a position to render to it. How and when, if at all, can one be justi-
fied in compromising the principle of bread labour for the sake of rendering
‘social service’? Is not, most often, the conflict between ‘being’ and ‘doing’ only
apparent and superficial, while in truth, ‘being’ is ‘doing’ in the real sense?

. the board per head per month has been Rs. 3 and other expenses
including clothing Re. 1 per head per month.

This is from a letter! addressed to Shri Kishorelal Mashru-
wala by a highly educated selfless worker. It depicts the struggles
of a sincere worker and is likely to help all who are trying to
lead a life of service.

The effort is noble. The writer and his co-workers do not
hesitate to own and mend mistakes when they discover any.

I do not know how Shri Kishorelal has answered the queries
put by his correspondent. I must try to answer them in order to
help the general reader who is interested in the questions of the
type that puzzle the writer of the letter.

There seems to be some confusion about the principle of bread
labour. It is never opposed to social service. Intelligent bread
labour is any day the highest form of social service. For what
can be better than that a man should by his personal labour add
to the useful wealth of the country? ‘Being’ ¢s ‘doing’.

The adjective ‘intelligent’ has been prefixed to ‘labour’ in
order to show that labour to be social service must have that
definite purpose behind it. Otherwise every labourer can be said to
render social service. He does in a way, but what is meant here
is something much more than that. A person who labours for the
general good of all serves society and is worthy of his hire. There-
fore, such bread labour is not different from social service. What
the vast mass of mankind does for self or at best for family, a
social servant does for general good. These seven members today
find that they have hardly time left for service other than that of
slaving for their daily bread. This need not be so if they were
proficient in their work. In fact they are not. As field labourers,
they are no match for the ordinary labourers. As artisans too
they are novices. Every worker, thank God, now knows that with
intelligent use of his tools a spinner can easily double his output
in a given time. That means doubling the income from the wheel.
This is true of most things. In agriculture, the field for development

1 Only extracts are reproduced here.
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with the same tools is so vast that unless Nature interferes, a far-
mer can by the use of his intelligence any day quadruple his in-
come, working the same number of hours per day. This means that
for the same amount of income he need not labour so much as he
is now doing. These workers can, therefore, when they have
acquired proficiency, earn their bread in much less time than they
need now, and will have energy set free for special Harijan or
other service. The problem becomes complicated for householders
who have many calls on their purses, but a self-denying worker
whose needs amount to Rs. 4 per month has any day ample time
at his disposal for work beyond labour that would bring him Rs. 4
per month.

But will three rupees per month needed out of four for food
give a person enough to feed himself ? If Dr. Tilak’s figure for
Bombay, i.e., Rs. 5 per month, is good, Rs. 3 for village life
is certainly good. And when I add my own experience to Dr.
Tilak’s prescription there is no difficulty. Dr. Tilak erases powdered
milk from the village menu. But as he says there is no escape
from milk. The inmates were wrong in eliminating milk from
their dietary. It is true that millions get not a drop of milk. But
they do not get many other things without which we dare not do
if we are to live to serve. We must therefore take those bare
necessaries which we have to strive every villager to produce for
himself. Whole cereal, whether wheat, rice, bajri, juwar or the like,
green edible leaves uncooked, milk, and any village fruit when in
season such as mango, amrood, jamun, ber, etc., are indispensable
for healthy life. The prince among edible leaves is perhaps neem
leaves, to be had for the picking everywhere in India; and there
are many edible grasses of which we have no knowledge. And
tamarind fruit which is also obtainable everywhere is not to be
despised. There is, however, a prejudice against tamarind which
is difficult to understand. I have been using it liberally in the place
of the expensive lemon with the greatest advantage. Diet reform is
a limitless field of research, fraught with the greatest consequences
for the world and more especially for the famishing millions of
India. It means both health and wealth which according to Ruskin
are one and the same thing. The members of the little ashram are
right in thinking that they will do the greatest social service by
living right all along the line. They will infect their surroundings
whose limit may in course of time be the whole of India and then
the universe. In this service the welfare of one is the welfare of all.

Haryan, 1-6-1935



181. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

BaropaA,
June 1, 1935

CHI. NARANDAS,

Do you know anything about. . . .?! According to . . . 2 those
women are completely dissolute. If there is the slightest truth in
this report, I must know it. Afterwards we shall also have to con-
sider whether . . .3 should remain there. Please therefore guide me
in this matter.

Help Harilal to find a suitable occupation. I have not been
able to approve of his choice. I am in Baroda today, where I have
come to see the Kanya Vidyalaya. Rasik* met me. He has
secured very good marks indeed. Bal and Tansukh’ also have
fared equally well.

I shall return to Wardha on Monday.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

On reading Harilal’s letter again, I see that you are prepared
to persuade him to join the school. I would like that, if you
can trust him to that extent. I have still not been able to have
a talk with Keshu and have asked him to come to Wardha.

From a microfilm of the Gujaratii M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8448. Cour-
tesy: Narandas Gandhi

1.2 & 3 The names have been omitted.
4 Nephew of V. G. Desai
5 Tansukh Bhatt
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182. LETTER TO BEHRAMYFI KHAMBHATTA
Fune 1, 1935

BHAI KHAMBHATTA,

I do get news about your illness from time to time. Please

let me know how you are now. The Rajkumari has given me some

news and that has increased my curiosity. You must get well.

What treatment are you trying there? I hope your mind is per-
fectly clear irrespective of the state of your health.

Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 7556. Also C.W. 5031. Courtesy:
Tehmina Khambhatta

183. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

Borsabp,
Fune 2, 1935

MY DEAR AMRIT,

I reach Wardha on 3rd instead of 2nd. I shall send you more
note-paper and envelopes after reaching Wardha.

I hope there is no after-effect now left of the accident.

How about your slivers?

Yes, I know the Khambhattas very well indeed. They are both
very good workers. I am eagerly looking forward to Charlie’s
letter about them. Please send me their address and have the
enclosed delivered or posted to Khambhattas.

Mira says it is like a furnace in Wardha just now. It is
much better comparatively in Borsad.

Love to you all.

Baru

[PS.]
Tell Charlie, Khansaheb sends his love to him.

From the original: C. W. 3714. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6870
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184. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

WARDHA,
Fune 3, 1935

MY DEAR AMRIT,

On reaching here this morning I found your letter and sam-
ples.

I return Dr. Gopichand’s letter.

If, contrary to Dr. G., you think that Puri has managed
the abolition of octroi on khadi, you have to have the honour
with him.

Pray do not go to the market at the sacrifice of health.

I shall hope to send you village-paper note-paper as per
size sample, not the colour sample, at any rate not for some time
to come.

Love to you all and a kiss to the little friend if she won’t
blush.

Baru

[PS.]
Nothing yet from Charlie regarding Khambhatta.

From the original: C. W. 3715. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G. N. 6871

185. LETTER TO KAMALNAYAN BAJAY
Fune 3, 1935

CHI. KAMAL,
1. Speak little.
2. Listen to everybody but always do what is right.
3. Keep an account of every minute and do punctually the
work fixed for the hour.
Live like a poor man. Never be proud of wealth.
Keep an account of every pie.
Study attentively.
Similarly, do exercises regularly.
Eat moderately.
Keep a diary.

CENeos
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10. Cultivate strength of heart, which is far more precious
than sharpness of the intellect. For that purpose, it is neces-
sary to read the Gita and Tulsidas.

11. Read the Bhajanavali' daily. Pray daily both times.

12. Now that you are engaged, you are like an animal tied
with a tether. Do not let your mind be drawn to any other
woman.

13. It will be to your good if you write to me once every
week and give an account of your work.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 2196

186. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
Fune 3, 1935

CHI. NARANDAS,

I got your letter. I have arrived only today. Ba has stayed
over in Bochasan. Here it is hot as a furnace. They say it will
remain like this for the whole month.

I have already written to you about Harilal. I would be happy
if he lives under your care. Write to me about. . . 2. Keshu?® is here.
Today is my Silence Day. I will, therefore, talk to him tomorrow.
I have not forgotten about the trust-deed of the school, and will
attend to it when I get time. I had a letter from Mathew from
which it seems that he will be there in a few days’ time. I wrote
to him that he would be reimbursed the fare only after he rea-
ches there and satisfies us with his work. I think I wrote to you
about this too.

I hope Vijaya has now fully recovered.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8449. Cour-
tesy: Narandas Gandhi

1 Vide Vol. XLIV, pp. 386-465.
2 The name has been omitted.
3 Maganlal Gandhi’s son



187. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA
Fune 3, 1935

CHI. SHARMA,
Your letter. I am returning the copy of your application for
passport.

Why did you not deduct from the money-order what was due
to you? You may debit my account for books and other expenses
and credit it, for the time being, with the amount saved on evi-
dence. The account should be settled subsequently. I hope you
know how to maintain such simple accounts.

Do whatever you consider proper about the Rs. 5,000. If
someone does not disclose his name to you, you may presume
that he is afraid. Were the boils cured by earth treatment or did

you have to apply something else?
Blessings from

Baru
[PS.]

It has been very hot here, too, for the last 24 hours. We had
to halt at Bhusaval for four hours. But we did not go to the
waiting-room. During the years 1915-17 I have had sufficient
experience of third-class waiting-rooms.

Baru

From a facsimile of the Hindi: Bapuki Chhayamen Mere [Fivanke Solah
Varsha, facing p. 166

188. TELEGRAM TO C. F. ANDREWS

WARDHA,
June 4, 1935
ANDREWS
MANORVILLE
SiMLA

DELIGHTED KHAMBHATTA’S OPERATION. GIVE LOVE.
Bapu

From a photostat: G. N. 509. Also C. W. 5032. Courtesy: Tehmina Kham-
bhatta
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189. LETTER TO S. AMBUJAMMAL
Fune 4, 1935

CHI. AMBUJAM,

I returned yesterday to find your letter. I am glad you are
all in the hills and that Father is making daily progress. I do hope
you will be able to stay there at least for the whole month.

Yes, it is very hot here. They say it will remain like that for
the whole of June.

Ba has gone to Bochasan, very cool comparatively.

My weight has just now become steady at 104 1b.

I shall gladly take Kamalabai, if she is anxious to come to
me. Let her first write to me. And in any case she had better not
come just now in this heat. The weather will be quite cool in July.

Love.
Baru

From a photostat: C. W. 960. Courtesy: S. Ambujammal

190. LETTER TO SASTRI
Fune 4, 1935

MY DEAR SASTRI ,

I am not quite sure that you are bound to report every theft
in your house. Therefore, I would not report theft except under
extraordinary circumstances. No prosecution generally, even if the
thief is caught red-handed. The moral is you must have no valu-
ables; if you have them, you must have your own guards day and
night. You should cultivate friendship with your neighbours and
kinship with servants. Women should avoid all ornaments includ-
ing mangalasutral if it is gold, silver, pearl or the like.

The foot-pounder is interesting experiment. But you must
grind your paddy which is the cheapest.

Yours,
Baru

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

1 Literally, ‘auspicious thread’; necklace worn by married woman
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191. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
Fune 4, 1935

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

I wished to write to you from Surat, but how could I possibly
get time then to do so? Afterwards during the journey it was im-
possible to write, and yesterday I got no time. The return journey
was a bit trying. We barely got sitting accommodation at Bhusa-
val. We had to spend the night sitting.

Take immediate treatment for your bowel complaint. As yet
it is only worms and the condition can be cured without difficulty.
Lose no time.

Kanuga! has sent some mangoes at your suggestion. I hope
Mridula? sends them for Ghaffar Khan.

Blessings from
Baru

SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL
ABU

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 170

192. LETTER TO HEMPRABHA DAS GUPTA
June 4, 1935

CHI. HEMPRABHA,

I got your letter. I read what you have written to Shankerlal
and Jerajani®. I have written to them. But I wish to write to you
something else. We should act in this spirit, namely, we should not
want something which others need. We have love, but never
attachment, for khadi. Nor do we have the pride that we are the
best workers. Therefore we should leave Borkamata if we cannot
work there smoothly. Besides this, I have said another thing. We
are no more traders. We seek the spread of khadi as a means of

I Dr. Balwantrai Kanuga, a medical practitioner of Ahmedabad
2 Mridula Sarabhai
3 Vithaldas Jerajani
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LETTER TO S. L. SOKHEY 135

self-help. The production of khadi for sale has not much signi-
ficance. We cannot vindicate the message of khadi with the help
of commercial khadi, and such khadi is bound to vanish.

In spite of this, I would say that you should follow your incli-
nations as long as you are not convinced of this truth. That is
why I have written to Jerajani and Banker.

Blessings from
Baru
[PS.]

Satisbabu had sent a long letter. Since I had nothing to say,
I did not reply.

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 1710

193. LETTER TO S. L. SOKHEY

WARDHA,

Fune 5, 1935
DEAR COL. SOKHEY!,

As you may be aware, in company with Sardar Patel I visi-
ted several villages of Borsad Taluka and saw the houses in those
villages specially with a view to test the possibility of effectively
using calcid for the destruction of rats and fleas. I could see at
a glance that such destruction was well-nigh impossible unless you
hold that calcid pumped into brick houses with storeys which are
not air-proof will reach every nook and corner and the burrows
under floors. Nor is it possible to denude the houses of huge earth
en or mud jars under and round which mice and rats take shel-
ter. The only thing effective in these cases seems to me to make
the floors of all houses rat-proof. This was the method devised
successfully in South Africa when the plague made its first appear-
ance there. The device was to tear open all cutcha floors without
disturbing the super-structure and make them pucka and rat-proof.
This was easily and cheaply done by a liberal use of stone or
brick and cement. Dr. Bhasker Patel has [after] consultation
with an experienced house contractor devised several cheap me-
thods of floor renewal so as to make floors rat-proof. Leaflets
have already been issued for the purpose. If you can approve of
the method, it will receive additional impetus and might be per-
fected under your kind guidance.

! Director, Haffkine Institute, Bombay



136 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

If you have anything further to say on behalf of the use of
calcid or to criticize the method adopted of making houses rat-
proof you will please not hesitate to send your criticism freely.
Both the Sardar and I would welcome any criticism or advice
you may have to offer.

I may add that the agent for calcid who went to Borsad whilst
I was there opined to Dr. Patel after visiting a few houses that
the calcid treatment is not applicable to them. I discovered too
that a judicious use of the special emulsion prepared by Dr.
Bhasker Patel followed by sulphur fumigation had proved most
effective for the destruction [of] fleas.

I must not omit to mention how grateful both Sardar and
I were to you for showing us round the Institute with so much
care.

Yours  sincerely,

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

194. LETTER TO RUKMINI BAZAY
Fune 5, 1935

CHI. RUKMINI!,

Giriraj mentioned your name to me but I thought he was
referring to some relation of Damodardas. I was surprised to
read your letter received today. I didn’t know at all that your
health had deteriorated so badly. There was no letter from you
and I concluded from that that both of you must be quite well.
Get well there now. Write to me from time to time.

Keshu was with me till yesterday. He has gone to Bombay.
He intends to learn car-repairing there. Navin? is here. He had met
Radha? in Bombay. Ba has stayed back in Bochasan. Ramdas
is in Bombay.

Blessings from
Baru

SHrRI RukmINI DEvi Bazajy
SHAKTI ASHRAM
P. O. Rajpur, DEHRADUN

From Gujarati: C. W. 9711. Courtesy: Benarsilal Bazaj

1 Maganlal Gandhi’s daughter
2 Vrajlal Gandhi’s son
3 Addressee’s elder sister



195. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI

Fune 5, 1935

CHI. PRABHAVATI,

I got your letter. I am writing to Jayaprakash. Send on the
letter to him. You have done your best. You should still go on
writing to him. If he doesn’t take care of his health, what can you
do? When your one year is over, we shall certainly have to
think about your future. It will probably be desirable then that
you should stay with Jayaprakash. Cook for him and take care
of his health. But it is too early to think about that just now. My
weight has remained steady. It is extremely hot here.

See that your health is not affected there. It will indeed be
good if you can go to Sitabadiyara for three or four days. It
was indeed good that you went and stayed with Jayaprakash for
a few days. Your leave has been sanctioned. Return on the next
day after the wedding. Make the wedding as simple as possible.

The only newcomer here is Chitre. Amtussalaam will remain
here for the present. She is working very hard. Devraj! has arrived.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3450

196. LET US PRAY

WARDHAGAN]
Fune 6, 19352
When a man is down, he prays to God to lift him up. He
is the Help of the helpless, says a Tamil proverb. The appalling
disaster® in Quetta paralyses one. It baffles all attempt at recon-
struction. The whole truth about the disaster will perhaps never be
known. The dead cannot be recalled to life.
Human effort must be there always. Those who are left be-
hind must have help. Such reconstruction as is possible will no
1 Gandhiji’s typist
2 From The Bombay Chronicle, 7-6-1935
3 Earthquake on May 31, 1935
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doubt be undertaken. All this and much more along the same
line can never be a substitute for prayer.

But why pray at all? Does not God, if there be One, know
what has happened? Does He stand in need of prayer to enable
Him to do His duty?

No, God needs no reminder. He is within everyone. Nothing
happens without His permission. Our prayer is a heart search.
It is a reminder to ourselves that we are helpless without His
support. No effort is complete without prayer, without a definite
recognition that the best human endeavour is of no effect if it
has not God’s blessing behind it. Prayer is a call to humility. It
is a call to self-purification, to inward search.

I must repeat what I said at the time of the Bihar disaster!.
There is a divine purpose behind every physical calamity. That
perfected science will one day be able to tell us beforehand
when earthquakes will occur, as it tells us today of eclipses, is
quite possible. It will be another triumph of the human mind. But
such triumphs even indefinitely multiplied can bring about no
purification of self without which nothing is of any value.

Of course we will forget this latest calamity as we have for-
gotten the Bihar one. I ask those who appreciate the necessity of
inward purification to join in the prayer that we may read the
purpose of God behind such visitations, that they may humble
us and prepare us to face our Maker whenever the call comes, and
that we may be ever ready to share the sufferings of our fellows
whoever they may be.

Harijan, 8-6-1935

197. LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI
Fune 6, 1935

MY DEAR MALKANI,

I had your letter in Borsad. Strange, Thakkar Bapa had
complained before your letter and had seen me. He had a grie-
vance against me. He thought that I had accepted your one-
sided complaints. I told him my wire was independent of what
you had said and that I had prejudged nothing. In any case you
and I have to take things calmly. Thakkar Bapa means nothing
even when he says a lot. It is the vent he needs for bottled up
rage over things real or imaginary. My advice is: Think nothing

1 Earthquake on January 15, 1934; wvide Vol. LVIIL.
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of what he says! And do as he wishes even when there is con-
flict of opinion. We must not let him be soured.

Do act as if he was still in office.

I hope your wound is completely healed.
Yours,
Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 952

198. LETTER TO MANU GANDHI
June 6, 1935

CHI. MANU,

I have sent both your letters to Bhail. His postcard to you
was bad. I have written to him about it. This chapter is becoming
more and more painful. It is good that you have shed your fear
of Bhai.

You say that you wish to abide by my advice. Is it in all matters ?
If that is so, you should give up your idea of marrying in the Modh
caste. I would certainly get you married in a good family where
you would be completely happy. Your happiness would be the
sole consideration in the selection I would make. Harilal has
been writing to me frightful things. Personally, I should like you
to be with me just now. I am inquiring about what Harilal has
written to me. I need your help in that too. But I would
like you to come only if you would like to stay with me. It is
quite clear that if you have grown more fond of luxuries, I cannot
satisfy your desires. Therefore do what will please you. What-
ever you write to me, do so frankly. You are a free person.

Blessings from
Baru

From Gujarati: C. W. 1543. Courtesy: Manubehn S. Mashruwala

1 Harilal Gandhi, addressee’s father



199. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

WARDHA,

Fune 6, 1935

CHI. NARANDAS,

Please go through the enclosed letters that I wrote to Hari-
lal. T don’t like to take your time in this matter, but I have no
choice. I will soon end this chapter. Meanwhile you will have
to put up with a little infliction.

I had a talk with Keshu. He must have come there by now.
What do you intend to do with the workshop which he will be
leaving? He is going to learn motor-car and radio repairing. I
understand from him that he will secure some help in Bombay.
I see that we shall have to bear the expenses of Santok! and
Radha.

I forgot to ask Keshu whether the research which he has
made so far would now become useless. Thus sometimes important
matters are left out when I have to finish our discussion in a
short time. Please have me clarify the points which I may have
left unclear.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8451. Court-
esy : Narandas Gandhi

200. LETTER TO PUPILS OF VITHAL L. PHADKE

Fune 6, 1935
PUPILS OF MAMASAHEB,
I cannot reply to you without knowing your names and
addresses. One should never write an anonymous letter. Who
taught you to write such a letter?

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3832

1 Widow of Maganlal Gandhi
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201. LETTER TO NARMADABEHN RANA
June 6, 1935

CHI. NARMADA,
I doubt now whether you have really understood me. I
wrote to Shambhushankar what I saw with no other aim but that

of your own good. Be good and humble.
Blessings from

Baru
From Gujarati: C.W. 2779. Courtesy: Ramnarayan N. Pathak
202. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA
Fune 6, 1935

CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,

I have your letter. If I find the letter about neem, I shall send

it. MNeem never causes heat. Even people who are taking a fast

eat neem. But I wish you to take as much milk as you can. Cow’s

milk is the best. Give up all worry. I have already said that

you should spend this one year of abstention from studies with
me here. Come whenever you like.

Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G. N. 4272
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203. DRAFT TELEGRAM TO FAIRAMDAS
DOULATRAM!

[On or after Fune 6, 1935]?

JamraMpas DourLAaTRAM
MARKET RoAD
HypErABAD

TELL PUBLIC AGITATION PREMATURE. PRIVATE APPROACH
SHOULD BE MADE LOCAL AND HIGHER AUTHORITIES. ASCERTAIN
REASONS CONTEMPLATED BURNING. MUST REALIZE HELPLESSNESS.

GANDHI

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

204. LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS

WARDHA,
Fune 7, 1935

MY DEAR CHARLIE,

No letter from you means no anxiety complex. For if there
was any even the presence of Rajkumari as the medium of commu-
nication between us would not have prevented you from writing.

Here is a copy of my correspondence with the Viceroy. It
is purely for your information, not for any action thereon. Things

1 & 2 This was in reply to a joint telegram received on June 6 from the
addressee and J. B. Kripalani. It was dated June 4 and read: ‘“‘Public relief
Quetta impossible. Military authorities disallow entry men. Jamshed Mehta
and even title-holders refused permission though prepared own arrange-
ments and not draw on local resources. Much life property could have
been saved. Possible danger epidemics avoided if adequate labour imported
and public offers co-operation accepted. Whole population including injured
being evacuated. Rumours rife about abandoning excavated and burning city
with petrol. All 20,000 lying under assumed dead after only three days. Public
feel even now life property can be saved if immediate public co-operation Sind
Punjab India accepted. Public meetings Sind condemn attitude authorities.
Public sent wires Secretary, Viceroy. Possible help see healthy refugees being
given by public bodies various stations Sind [sic].”
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will take their own course. The most probable thing is that they
will allow nobody to go there.!

I hope your book? is making good progress and that you are
keeping well.

Love.

Baru
From a photostat: G. N. 986

205. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

June 7, 1935
MY DEAR AMRIT,

I see why your body wears itself out. You insist on doing
everything thoroughly. Of course it is the right thing for any
seeker. But there is no warrant for any seeker taking over more
than he or she can well manage. I wonder whether I was
right in letting you come into my movements. God will
take care of you. You must cut down the social functions of
Simla even though it may involve some seeming sacrifice of the
good you might do to the movements you may be in. No move-
ment designed for the multitude will suffer by your conserving
your time and energy by cutting down many social functions.

Now for khadi. All Punjab shops are not run at a loss. The
Simla one has always been. Management is no doubt defec-
tive. But the people in Simla look down upon khadi and there is
a class that is afraid to wear it. The wearers become marked men.
Your idea of having a swadeshi mart on the Mall is attractive
but its execution is risky. However good swadeshi articles may
be, they must suffer in comparison. And I doubt the utility of
aiming at gaudiness. I differentiate between art and gaudiness.
What one sees in fashionable shop windows is by no means all
art. To produce things of real beauty and hope to put them side
by side with the showy things of the Mall in Simla is an expen-
sive ambition which we had better suppress at least for this season.
Do what you can with the shop as it is. Convert it into some-
thing better. Let there be swadeshi articles in it. Arrange it after

I After the earthquake, Martial Law was imposed in Quetta and nobody
was allowed to enter the town; vide also the preceding item and pp. 151
and 156.

2 India and Britain
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your taste and gain experience before you take expensive quar-
ters. We must have this as one of the topics of discussion when
you come down in July or August—the earlier the better.

You will read what I have felt and done about the Quetta
disaster.! You will read my letter? to Charlie. He should know that
one swallow does not make a summer. He will have to trace me
in Orissa or some such place when I take up walking again.
Meantime I accept 12 miles on the hills as a fair beginning.

I am waiting for the analysis of falsa.?

Note-paper and envelopes are nearly ready. Some slivers are
also ready. I want to put together a fair lot. I hope to give you
the cost price of everything, at the time of sending the articles. I
have kept no account of what has been already sent to you of
paper or slivers. Nor need you worry about these.

Love.

Baru
From the original: C. W. 3537. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G. N. 6346

206. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
Fune 7, 1935

CHI. NARANDAS,

Enclosed are two letters. Read them carefully. Both of you
brothers sit together, think over the matter and let me have your
view. I am completely at my wit’s end. If . . .4 has fallen with

. 3, that is enough for me. I would regard it as most dreadful.

. .6 does level such a charge. Does he have any proof for it? You
have no option but to dirty your hands with this filth.
Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8452.
Courtesy: Narandas Gandhi

1 Vide pp. 137-8.

2 Vide the preceding item.

3 From Shumsher Singh; vide pp. 77.
4,5&6 The names have been omitted.



207. LETTER TO PURUSHOTTAMDAS THAKURDAS

Fune 7, 1935

BHAI PURUSHOTTAMDAS,

I understand what you say. I only want to know what is
possible under the present circumstances. What should we do to
bring about the adoption of a monetary policy that would be in
the interest of the country? I leave aside the argument that we
should go on doing our best. Doing one’s best is not enough
when a cloud is actually threatening. How much do you think
the efforts of the people of Quetta must have availed against the
recent earthquake there ? According to me, a political earthquake
is going on in the country just now and we seem helpless
against it. I am therefore taking care of the future.

I will not involve you in the problem of village industries. I
give you this assurance, however, that that programme will not
interfere with the movement for the protection of gold and
silver.

Vandemataram from
MoHANDAS

From Gujarati: Purushottamdas Thakurdas Papers, File No. 159/1935.
Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

208. TRUE KINSHIP

Those educated men who are conducting ashrams or are
desirous of living in villages and have their physical constitutions
disabled or ruined for want of use and find it difficult to do work
involving physical labour and would yet be village workers, com-
plain that unless they have at least one companion with them,
they would feel lonely. Those who would turn ashrams into colo-
nies of farmers, dairymen and artisans, would do well to em-
ploy labour and treat the men and women so employed as if they
were members of the ashram. Thus they will understand the domes-
tic and economic condition of their employees and will take them
only if the wages paid would at all meet their wants. They would
interest themselves in their lives as they would if they were
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ashramites. Labourers thus treated are likely to more than repay
the wages taken by them. It will be found that under such treat-
ment the labourers will respond to the affection so lavishly bes-
towed upon them.

Under this scheme the founder will live his own life and the
labourers theirs. I have observed that the common kitchen often
taxes the best resources of the ashram and becomes also a theatre
for quarrels and heart-burnings between the members. This will
be altogether avoided when the labourers alone are employed.
Labourers are used to food which they won’t leave and upon which
they flourish. Educated men’s tastes have become different and
often artificial. They would collapse if they attempted to live on
labourers’ rations.

This is not to say that a common kitchen is a failure. It is
a necessity where the ideals are common and full kinship is a
mutually recognized obligation. This is not to be expected for
many a year to come from the labourers.

The proposed scheme reduces chances of hypocrisy to a mini-
mum and enables a natural union between intelligence and labour
to be established. Each will be complementary of the other.
There is, too, a chance of the ashram so conducted becoming imme-
diately self-supporting and rapidly developing.

This is all very well for the imaginary ashram or the ashrams
which would experiment with the new scheme, but what about the
village worker who becomes a villager for the first time in his
life? My scheme applies to him with necessary changes. He must
not regard himself as a different species from those in whose midst
he is to go. He must regard the villagers amidst whom he will
work as friends and fellow workers. According to his wants he will
employ the willing labour of those whose services he may need.
And if he has enough intelligence that would suit the villagers,
he may need the paid services of all the villagers who have en-
forced leisure and who would gladly employ it if they can.

Harijan, 8-6-1935



209. LETTER TO TEHMINA KHAMBHATTA

WARDHA,
Fune 8, 1935

DEAR SISTER,

I was glad to read your detailed letter. Do please keep me
regularly informed. I hope he is daily improving. It is good that
Deenabandhu is there.

Blessings from

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G .N. 6609

210. LETTER TO JAMNALAL BAJAF

[Before Fune 9, 1935]
CHI. JAMNALAL,

It is good that you went and saw everybody in Nainital.
I should like you to spend the whole of June in the hills.
Postpone the programme you have drawn for 15th onward to
30th. It is not good that the discharge from your ear has not
completely stopped. Do you keep Bombay informed? If not, you
must send a detailed report now. We should know what they
think. If they want to express their helplessness, let them say so.
The discharge from the ear must stop.

You have perhaps been a little hasty in writing to Ogylvie,
that is, from the point of view of your health. I believe that you
will see me before going to see him if he says yes.

I enclose a letter for that Danish friend. He has given his
Bombay address.

Marybehn is arriving tomorrow. You are silent about Mada-
lasa’s progress.

Kamalnayan has left. He was quite enthusiastic. Gangadevi
has arrived and been lodged in the garden. We met Khansaheb?

1 From a note by the addressee at the top of the letter indicating June 9
as the date of its receipt
2Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan
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and had long talks with him. His health is very bad, but he was
cheerful. He was really happy that we visited him. He remem-
bered all of you very much. I have written that he should be
transferred to Nasik or Yeravda. Let us see what happens. He
did feel a little worried about Abdul Ghani.

The [All-India Village] Industries Association is progressing
slowly yet steadily. It is shaping up. Everything else is all right.

Andrews is in Simla and is writing his book there. He is
not seeing any officials this time.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2971

211. LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR

WARDHA,

Fune 9, 1935

CHI. LILAVATI,

I got your letter. I am arranging for a teacher for you. I
will entrust the task to Maganbhai! himself. Write a letter
to him giving him an idea of your knowledge of English and Guja-
rati. Tell him what you have read in English and in Gujarati, how
much grammar you know, etc. Send the letter to me. Write in a
neat hand. Don’t mind if the letter becomes long. Write a letter
in English, too. The letter should be addressed to Maganbhai.
Take this as the beginning of your lessons. You will get a reply
immediately. He will correct your English and Gujarati and will
tell you what you should do further. Keep some space between
the lines and also a margin.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 9331. Also C.W. 6606. Courtesy:
Lilavati Asar

1 Maganbhai Prabhubhai Desai



212. LETTER TO FAMNALAL BAJAY¥
Fune 9, 1935

CHI. JAMNALAL,

I got your letter. Enclosed please find an acknowledgment
to Das.

I enclose copies of two letters I wrote to the Viceroy. I have
received his reply, which is in the negative. And now, when every-
body has been sent down from Quetta, there is nothing we can
do except look after them.

Please do not be in a hurry to come down to the plains.
Do stay there till the end of this month. Here it is still as hot
as a furnace.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 2972

213. LETTER TO K. M. MUNSHI
June 9, 1935

BHAI MUNSHI,

In Jamiatram Kaka you have lost a source of great strength.

I had a letter from Amritlal regarding Sikar!.I can’t decide even

about the propriety or otherwise of a committee without under-

standing the position better. I am afraid we shall not be able to

get any good out of it. If my fear is unwarranted, I can decide that
only after I understand the position more fully.

Blessings from

Baru

From the Gujarati: C. W. 7575. Courtesy: K. M. Munshi

I'In the former Jaipur State, where a satyagraha had been launched
against excesses of the State Government
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214. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
Fune 9, 1935

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

I got your letter. . . . !

As regards Quetta, what can we do now? They are sending
out everybody, and so the question of going there doesn’t arise.
Wherever the injured or those rendered homeless go, they are
helped by the people. What more could we do? Yesterday I recei-
ved a wire similar to the one received by Rajendrababu. The only
thing for us now to do is to keep silent.

I don’t consider the change in India Office as a happy au-
gury.? You must have read Sapru’s certificate. To whom are we to
complain? He himself had disapproved of such a Bill, and now
welcomes this one.

Rajendrababu is arriving here on the 12th. He will stop for
four hours.

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 170-1

I Omission as in the source
2 The reference is to the appointment of Lord Zetland as Secretary of
State for India in place of Sir Samuel Hoare.
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215. LETTER TO VIFAYA N. PATEL
Fune 9, 1935

CHI. VIJAYA,
It is but right that you should pursue your studies instead
of coming here to labour.
Even if either husband or wife desires their relations to be
like those of a brother and sister but cannot live like that in the

same house, it will be their dharma to separate.
Blessings from

Baru

VijaAYABEHN NARANBHAI PATEL
VARAD, via Barpori, TAPTI

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 7058. Also C.W. 4550. Courtesy:
Vijaya M. Pancholi

216. LETTER TO BRIJERISHNA CHANDIWALA
FJune 9, 1935

CHI. BRIJKRISHNA,
This time you have punished me severely. I waited and wait-
ed for your letter and was always disappointed. A man does not
die by desiring to die. Come here after you have done with Kash-
mir. I shall assign you work. Let us wait and see. No one is al-
lowed to go to Quetta.
Prabhavati is at Savali these days and Ba at Bochasan.
Blessings from
Bapu

From a photostat of the Hindi: G. N. 2438
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217. LETTER TO PURUSHOTTAMDAS
THAKURDAS

WARDHA,
Fune 10, 1935

BHAI PURUSHOTTAMDAS,
I got your letter. From which expression of mine did you con-
clude that I was offended?
As regards the Village Industries Association, I merely reas-
sured you and took the opportunity to have a little dig at you.
However, I was very much pleased that you wrote to me.
Do write to me often. I was never so thin-skinned as to take
offence quickly, and even if I was I have been assailed by so
many that I am no longer so. Have no fear about me, therefore.
My question was not about what kind of relief we should ask
for, but about what we should do to prevent harm. My difficulty
is that nobody is likely to listen to us just now. What steps
should we take to ensure that no harm will be done ?
Vandemataram from
MOHANDAS

From Gujarati: Purushottamdas Thakurdas Papers, File No. 159/1935.
Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

218. LETTER TO KUNVARJI K. PAREKH

Fune 10, 1935

CHI. KUNVARJI,

I got your letter, as also Manu’s. I very much liked the lat-
ter’s decision to come here. Kanti or Kanu will go to the station
on the 15th morning to receive her. I understand the other things
that you write about.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S. N. 9722
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219. LETTER TO ALAMGHEIR

WARDHA,
Fune 11, 1935

DEAR ALAMGHEIR,

Surely you should be able to answer the question whether
I love the Mussalmans as dearly as life or I hate them. If you
yourself have any doubt, then I cannot solve it by means of a
letter. You must study the whole of my life and get the answer

from it.
Baru

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan

Desai

220. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT
June 11, 1935

CHI. VASUMATI,

I got your letter. It is not good that your constipation per-
sists. Eat neem leaves and tamarind. You get plenty of tamarind
there. Clean it before eating it.

Narandas is very eager that you should go to Rajkot. If you
are not needed there, it would certainly be good that you should
go to Rajkot. If you do not find the place agreeable you may
come away.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S. N. 9400. Also C.W. 646. Courtesy:
Vasumati Pandit

221. LETTER TO NIRUPAMA PANGALKAR
June 11, 1935

CHI. NIRUPAMA,

I have got your letter. There is a way of putting an end to
your weeping. You are still a child. You should not speak in
public for three or four years. Concentrate on studies. When you
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grow up, you will start speaking on your own, and your self-
restraint will have strengthened you.
Blessings from
Baru

Surt NirupAMA PANGALKAR!
Subpama KuTtir
Ubiri, Katarapi, P. O.

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 9226

222. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA
Fune 11, 1935

CHI. SHARMA,

I have known cases where passports have taken more than
six months. Let us see how much time yours takes. I do not follow
what you say about money. Clothes, watch, etc., should be thought
of only after you have got the passport. Pyjama and Fkurta
are a good dress. I understand about bitter gourd.? It is all right.

Blessings from
Baru

From a facsimile of the Hindi: Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Fivanke Solah
Varsha, facing p. 167

223. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

[On or after Fune 11, 193513

CHI. NARANDAS,

I should like you to probe into the affair of . . . 4 I must
get to the root of the matter. Personally, I formed a good impres-
sion about the Kanya Vidyalaya in Baroda. But we cannot come
to any conclusion on the basis of just one day’s impression. We
will have to go deeper.

1 The address is written in English on the postcard.

2 The addressee’s wife was planning to supply him with a stock of dried
bitter gourds and other vegetables for the trip abroad.

3 From the reference to Vasumati Pandit, whom the addressee wanted to
go to Rajkot; vide “‘Letter to Vasumati Pandit”, p. 153.

4 The names have been omitted.
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Ramniklal and Kishorelal will write to me. I have already
talked about the matter to Vasumati. It will be better if you
also write to her. Write to Ramniklal too.

Did the Chorwad climate have any effect on Purushottam’s
health? Has Jamna benefited? Is Vijaya all right now? Mathew
should reach there in a few days.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8454. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

224. LETTER TO SHIVASEVAK TIWARI

WARDHA,
June 12, 1935

BHAISHRI TIWARIJI,
I am glad to learn that you and your colleagues are making

efforts to collect a fund.
M. K. GanpHI

SHRI SHIVASEVAK TIwARI!
Hinpr SAHITYA SAMMELAN
INDORE

[From Hindi]
Veena, Tributes Issue, April-May 1969

225. TELEGRAM TO JAMNALAL BAFAY

WARDHA,
Fune 13, 1935

SETH JAMNALALJI
BrowaLt
REMAIN THERE TILL END MONTH IF POSSIBLE.
Baru

Panchaven Putrako Bapuke Ashirvad, p. 164

1 Joint Secretary of the Reception Committee



226. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR
Fune 13, 1935

MY DEAR AMRIT,

Your letter brought tears to my eyes. God will certainly bless
service so conscientiously and selflessly rendered.

I would have joyously taken you both to Quetta if I could
have gone. But it was not to be.

Yes, you will convince me of the necessity of removing the
Khadi Bhandar to the Mall.!

I can’t write much as I am writing with the left hand. The
right needs rest.

Love.

Baru

From the original: C.W. 3538. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6347

227. LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI
Fune 13, 1935

MY DEAR MALKANI,

I have already written? to you about Bapa.

Now I have your letter about the Pani Fund. I shall write
again. I have seen also Jugalkishore Birla’s objection. Was the
first use of his name without sanction? If it was with his sanc-
tion, then the second use is inoffensive. But if the first use was
without sanction, I do not know what answer you would give.
I had written to him. He said he might pay later on.

Yours sincerely,
Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 917

1 Vide also pp. 143-4.
2 Vide ““Letter to N. R. Malkani”, pp. 138-9.
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228. LETTER TO VITHALDAS JFERAJANI

Fune 13, 1935

BHAI VITHALDAS,

You have raised a very big issue. If you had this doubt in
your mind, the method that you adopted was wrong. If the
reason which you now give was the real reason for relieving them,
they could have been relieved but in a different manner. The
question at the moment is this: Was the reason mentioned in
the notice given to Ganatra! honestly the real one?

That notice is certainly imperfect. If any assurance was given
by Kakubhai it should certainly be honoured. The conduct of the
others was no doubt objectionable, but if they apologize for it
they should be taken back. If you approve of this much, I would
take up the question of adopting a new policy and would even
give immediate notice of it. To my mind this is an important
question. Even for arriving at a correct decision about it, it is
necessary to disperse this small cloud. Unless this latter problem
is solved completely, it will not be possible to solve the other
important ones.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9788

229. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

WARDHA,
Fune 14, 1935

CHI. NARANDAS,
I got your letter. I can see that I should not involve you in
. s affair.
Pass on the accompanying after reading it. Then watch what
happens. In any case, Manu will come here tomorrow and live
with me.

1. Of All-India Spinners’ Association, Bombay; vide also pp. 175-6.
2 The name has been omitted.
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I understand about Keshu. What about the workshop?

Shall we get any benefit from the machines Keshu has invented?

I had a letter from Dhiru, but it didn’t satisfy me. Enclosed

please find a letter from Panditji. Meet Gajanan’s expenses as

desired by Panditji. I intend to write to Dhiru. Do you think the
problem of expenses should be reconsidered?

Blessings from

Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8453. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

230. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI
Fune 14, 1935

CHI. PRABHA,

I got your letter. You must have received Babaji’s letter.
You should leave immediately after the marriage. I got Jaya-
prakash’s letter. Kumarappa gave me your message regarding
Sardar. The lessons with Viyogiji! are going on. Do people in Sri-
nagar card or spin? If nobody spins, you should carry on propa-
ganda and persuade some people to do so. Srinagar is just a
village. You should make a beginning with yourself. There you
must be getting sufficient time. Give me your daily programme
of work. Amtussalaam is here. I am all right. Lakshmi? will come
here from Bardoli. Manu also is coming.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3452

1 Viyogi Hari
2 Lakshmi Marutidas Sharma



231. TALK WITH A HARIJAN SEVAK!
[Before Fune 15, 1935]

What are four years in the life of a nation, and what is even
a lifetime in the vast space of eternity, when one remembered
that one had to conquer the prejudices of centuries? And have
we tried enough and suffered enough? Look at Booker T. Wash-
ington2, Have any of us suffered as much as he did? We narrate
the woes of Harijans but do we ever share with them those woes?
They are sharp-witted enough to see that we do not starve whilst
it is they who have to starve, we have plenty of clean water to
drink whereas they have dirty pools to depend upon.

The Harijan Sevak Sangh does not give you money. Well,
it is right from its point of view. We have begun at the wrong
end; we rely on outside assistance instead of relying on our own
strength. The time has come when we must cease to be spoon-
fed. Why not teach the boys in the verandahs or their own sheds
and make the school a natural growth from the soil? Why not
get them help you in growing your own grain and your vege-
tables and thus reduce the expenses of the boarding house? It
is preposterous for a school, say in Trivandrum, to depend on
Delhi. It is so unnatural. It may have been necessary in the initial
stages, but it should be no longer necessary now. The man in charge
of the school depending for his salary on Delhi is a foreigner there.
If he completely identifies himself with Harijans, they will share
with him their meagre fare and will certainly not allow him
to starve. It is no use looking up to the Central Board every now
and then. The Central Board will keep the whole show nicely
moving, but the sinews should come from the offshoots, the pro-
vincial boards. But my mind is daily making so many discover-
ies that I feel that we might even dispense with collections. If
we have no money we have other resources, if only we knew the
art of discovering them.

1 This is extracted from Mahadev Desai’s ‘“Weekly Letter”. The Harijan
sevak had failed to get enough money for his institutions from the Harijan
Sevak Sangh and was also unable to enlist the sympathies of young men
during the four years of his service.

2 American Negro educator, founder of the Tuskegee Institute. He had
to suffer great hardships as a youth.

159



160 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

And why should the Harijans be the cause of despair? Show
me many people who can keep their pledges. Have we kept all
our pledges? And why do we make so much of their carrion-
eating? We want them to give it up no doubt, but it is no use
getting impatient with them. If many savarna Hindus eat flesh,
naturally they will eat carrion. There is hardly any chemical diff-
erence between meat and carrion. You will remember Dr. Desh-
mukh wrote to me that he would find it impossible to distinguish
between fresh meat and fresh carrion. And the logic at least is
with the Harijans. A rich Hindu may afford to have a goat
killed for himself, but what is a poor Harijan to do? You will
give him no live goat, and you will not allow him to eat a dead
goat’s flesh that chance throws in his way. No. We must realize
that there is no vice among the Harijans that is not traceable to us.
It is we who have to do all the penance. If crores of savarna Hindus
will give up meat-eating, Harijans will today give up carrion.

QuesTION: Could we ask them to leave their wretched abodes and settle

in our midst?

ANSWER: This is more easily said than done. If all caste
Hindus become reformers your question won’t arise. Today the
reformers would be powerless to defend Harijans from molestation
if they settled in savarna quarters. But I would advocate exodus
by Harijans from where they are persistently persecuted, as by
the Nattars for example.

Q. What about making them go through an Upanayana! ceremony?

A. Noj; it involves the assumption that they are low and that
they have got to be raised to a higher status. There is nothing
low about them. Whatever appears to be low in them is a reflec-
tion of our own terrible lowness. Supposing I have a diseased
child, what shall I do with it? Shall I discard it, shall I consider
it low? No, I shall have to remind myself that it is suffering for
my sins, and that therefore it deserves extra care from me. But
here with the Harijans, let me tell you that I literally hold that
they are far superior to us. They have remained with us in spite
of our persecution, and they are still clinging on to us. It is a
marvel of marvels to me that they continue to hold on to a
religion, of which some of the adherents say that it has no place
for them. No, we must come down from the high pedestal we
have occupied all these years and take our natural place with them.

Hargjan, 15-6-1935

1 Wearing the sacred thread



232. IMPLICATIONS OF PRAYER

The few lines that I wrote! inviting the people to prayer and
repentance on the Quetta disaster have given rise to some private
correspondence. One of the correspondents asks:

At the time of the Bihar quake you had no hesitation in saying that
it was to be taken by savarna Hindus as a fit punishment for the sin of
untouchability. For what sin must the more terrible quake of Quetta be ?

The writer had the right to put the question. What I said
about Bihar was deliberately said even as the lines on Quetta
were deliberately written. This call to prayer is a definite year-
ning of the soul. Prayer is a sign of repentance, a desire to become
better, purer. A man of prayer regards what are known as physi-
cal calamities as divine chastisement. It is a chastisement alike
for individuals and for nations. All chastisements do not equally
startle people. Some affect only individuals, some others affect
groups or nations only mildly. Disasters like Quetta stun us. Famili-
arity with ordinary everyday calamities breeds contempt for them.
If earthquakes were a daily occurrence, we would take no notice
of them. Even this Quetta one has not caused in us the same
disturbance that the Bihar one did.

But it is the universal experience that every calamity brings
a sensible man down on his knees. He thinks that itis God’s answer
to his sins and that he must henceforth behave better. His sins
have left him hopelessly weak, and in his weakness he cries out
to God for help. Thus have millions of human beings used their
personal calamities for self-improvement. Nations too have been
known to invoke the assistance of God when calamities have over-
taken them. They have abased themselves before God and appoint-
ed days of humiliation, prayer and purification.

I have suggested nothing new or original. In these days of
fashionable disbelief, it does need some courage to call men and
women to repentance. But I can claim no credit for courage. For
my weaknesses or idiosyncrasies are well-known. If I had known
Quetta, as I know Bihar and Biharis, I would certainly have men-
tioned the sins of Quetta, though they might be no more its
specialities than untouchability was Bihar’s. But we all—the rulers

! Vide pp. 137-8.
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and the ruled—know that we have many sins, personal and national,
to answer for. The call is to all these to repentance, prayer and
humiliation. True prayer is not a prelude to inaction. It is a spur
to ceaseless, selfless action. Purification is never for the selfishly
idle, it accrues only to the selflessly industrious.

Harijan, 15-6-1935

233. CRIMINAL WASTE

Shri Annadababu writes from Raha (Assam) :!

I hope that some Assam worker will put an end to the criminal
waste to which Annadababu has drawn attention. If cotton
seeds are thrown away, it will pay any young man to collect them.
They have a market price. This is pre-eminently a matter of
educating the ignorant.

Harijan, 15-6-1935

234. THE EVIL OF GAMBLING

A friend has been persistently asking me to draw public atten-
tion to the species of gambling prevalent in Bombay among the
so-called high class people. Whilst I have been heart and soul
with the friend in deploring the evil, I have not had the cour-
age to write about it. I felt that whatever I said would be a waste
of effort, as I had no hope of following up my writing by some
organized constructive effort to combat the evil. Whilst I was
thus debating as to writing on the evil, I had to go to Borsad
in answer to the Sardar’s summons. There in Borsad the Sardar
and his volunteers poured into my ears harrowing tales of
the havoc that gambling was working in the villages of Gujarat.
It is spreading like grass fire of a windy night. Everybody
isin a hurry to be rich without working. ‘Somebody will have
made the correct guess as to the ruling price for the day of some
commodity. Why not I?’—argues the gambler and rushes to his
ruin. Peace is being destroyed in the once happy homes of Gujarat.

1 The letter is not reproduced here. The correspondent had drawn atten-
tion to the primitive process of oil-pressing which resulted in much wastage.
He had mentioned that villagers did not even make use of the cake
and those who used ‘‘unginned cotton on the adhi system threw away the
cotton seeds”. He had suggested to A.I.S.A. workers there to set up a ghani
to be made available to the villagers ‘‘at no cost or for a part of the cake”.



LETTER TO S. AMBUJAMMAL 163

There is no doubt that whatever one calls it, this gambling
is as old as Adam, and that though the form and the name may
have changed, the substance has not changed at all.

The law must be against this gambling. But it is of no avail
if public opinion is not behind it. It is therefore necessary for wor-
kers to bestir themselves as they did during the plague or as they
have done for the earthquake relief. They must not be satisfied
till the evil is rooted out. In a way it is worse than the plague or
the quake. For it destroys the soul within. A person without the
soul is a burden upon the earth. No doubt war against gambling
is not so simple as war against plague or earthquake distress. In
the latter there is more or less co-operation from the sufferers.
In the former the sufferers invite and hug their sufferings. To wean
the gambler from his vice is like weaning the drunkard from the
drink habit. This war against gambling is therefore an uphill
task. But it must be tackled, if the evil is not dealt with in time.
It is bad enough in Bombay. Its inroad upon the villages is a
danger signal which no lover of the country can dare ignore.

Haryjan, 15-6-1935

235. LETTER TO §. AMBUJAMMAL

WARDHA,

Fune 15, 1935
CHI. AMBUJAM,

I have your letter.

I hope that Kichi! is out of fever. What is the matter with
him? When you are not there, with whom does he stay? How
does he pass his time ? Does he interest himself in any thing or
person ?

Kamala has written to me. How nice it would be if you
could come with her.? But I know you must not leave Father or
Kichi just now.

Yes the Quetta disaster is awful. You should ponder over

what I have written thereon.
Prabha is with her father. She returns in July. Amtussalaam

is here.
Love.
Baru
From a photostat: C.W. 9601. Courtesy: S. Ambujammal

1 Krishnaswami

2 Vide p. 133.



236. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
Fune 15, 1935

BHAISHRI VALLABHBHAI,

On the subject coming up for discussion with Balvantrail, I
told him that it was on your advice that Devchandbhai? was not
calling a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Kathiawar
Political Conference, and that I, too, approved of the decision.
Balvantrai says that nobody desires to transgress the limits agreed
upon in Porbandar. I have told him that if he could assure you
to that effect, you might perhaps withdraw your objection. But
even apart from this, I have advised him to talk things over with
you.

He and some others are here in connection with the situa-
tion in Sikar.> He will tell you my opinion about it. Get well soon.*

Blessings from
Baru
SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL
89 WarpEN Roap
BowmBay
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 171-2

I Balvantrai Mehta

2 Devchand Parekh of Wadhwan

3 Vide “Letter to K. M. Munshi”, p. 149.
4 The addressee was suffering from jaundice.
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237. MESSAGE ON OPENING OF MEMORIAL TO
C. R. DAS!

[Before fune 16, 1935]%

I am sorry I cannot attend the function which is to take
place on the 16th instant. I wish it every success. How nice it
would be if those present would remember that the true memorial
will be to weave into our own lives the virtues we prized most

in Deshbandhu’s life.
Amrita Bazar Patrika, 18-6-1935

238. LETTER TO G. SITARAMA SASTRY
Fune 16, 1935

DEAR SITARAMA SASTRI,
I shall try the gur syrup and report the result to you. Only
I shall know nothing about its capacity to keep for a long time.
Yours sincerely,

Baru

Sjt. SITARAMA SASTRY
ViNaAYA ASHRAM
P. O. Cuanporg, Dist. GUNTUR

From a photostat: C.W. 9174. Courtesy: G. Sitarama Sastry

1 & 2 The Memorial, built on Keoratala crematorium, was opened by
Nil Ratan Sircar on June 16, which marked the tenth anniversary of the death
of C. R. Das.
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239. LETTER TO MOHANLAL

WARDHA,
Fune 16, 1935

MY DEAR MOHANLAL!,

I have your letter. The point you raised cannot be discussed
in the pages of the Harigjan. I think that Dr. Gopichand’s opinion
is quite sound. Only I would go a step further and say that as
Sangh we ought not to carry on any agitation regarding what
may be done by the Government. Our scope is confined to such
work as we can do without the assistance of the Government. We
should appreciate every step that the Government may take. It
is open to us to give co-operation to the Government if and when
they seek it. But it is outside our province to criticize the Govern-
ment or to carry on platform agitation with a view to secure mea-
sures from the Government. This is not conceived as a permanent
policy but for the moment I have no doubt that it is the only
sound policy for us to follow. We must recognize that Harijans at
the present moment are undecided as to what they should do.
We must deserve their absolute confidence before we can hope
to influence the Government along the lines that we may desire.
I take it that you will show this letter to Dr. Gopichand also.

Yours,

SyT. MOHANLALJI
LajpaTRAT BHAWAN
LAHORE

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

240. LETTER TO MOHAMMAD AFJMAL KHAN

Fune 16, 1935
DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter received four days ago and now
your book. I cannot read Urdu fast and I have little leisure left
to me today for reading however much I may like to do it. At the

1 Secretary, Punjab Harijan Sevak Sangh
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present moment I have given your book to a Mussalman friend
who is staying with us. When he has finished it I shall try to
go through your book and if and when I succeed I shall certainly
give you my opinion. You may not know that I do not review
any book in the pages of the Harijan.

Yours  sincerely,

Mavurvi Mouammap AjmarL Knoan
TaE InstiTUuTE OF DIvine TRuTHS
DAIrA, ALLAHABAD

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

241. LETTER TO MUHAMMAD ABOOSALEH A.
NIZAMI

Fune 16, 1935

DEAR FRIEND,

I have gone through your book on tanning. It is very scrappy
and very incomplete. There are many things omitted. It is not a
book which a learner may take up and carry on experiments
without reference to any teacher. You have not given the accurate
proportion of materials used. I would recommend your rewriting
the chapters and making your book much more accurate than
it is. It need not be bulky but it ought to be accurate. You have
said very little about the quality of water to be used by tanners
and all the literature I have read about tanning lays the great-
est stress upon the quality of water. Lastly it seems to me that
the price you have put upon the book is altogether out of pro-
portion to the cost of the publication. Your book is not intended
for the wealthy few but it is intended for the poor many.

Yours  sincerely,

Muuammap ABoosALEH A. Nizawmi
Baroba

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal



242. LETTER TO DR. M. B. GODBOLE
Fune 16, 1935

DEAR GODBOLE!,

I thought that I had returned the book you left with me
long ago. That was to have been handed to you when you
passed through on your way to Poona. Somehow or other this
was not done. I hope you have now received it. It was sent
immediately after I got the letter.

As for the apparatus I gave it for trial to Shri Kishorelal Ma-
shruwala whom I introduced to you and who is an asthmatic. He
has been giving it a trial and I have asked him to make a written
report. As soon as I receive it I shall send it to you. So far as
my own opinion is concerned I think that it is a very simple
device for measuring the breathing capacity of people and there-
fore it is likely to be of use in schools and hospitals where the
lung capacity of children or patients is required to be measured.

Herewith Sjt. Kishorelal’s report.

Yours sincerely,
Dr. M. B. GopBoLE
Post Box 19, Poona

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

243. LETTER TO L. K. KIRLOSKAR
Fune 16, 1935

DEAR FRIEND,

I had hoped to hear from you in reply to my letter? about
your machine. As I have already said I would like to buy one
machine from you so as to enable me to try it for a lengthened
period. If it gives the work that I contemplate it may be possible
to take from you a large number at an agreed price. And I
would like to discuss more fully the larger proposition I tentatively

1 Professor of Industrial Chemistry, Banaras Hindu University
2 Vide Vol. LX, p. 292.
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LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA 169

discussed with you for enforcement in the event of your failing
to secure the price.

I enclose Sir Daniel Hamilton’s! letter to me for your perusal.
If you think that you would let him have a drawing of your
charkha for the purpose intended by him you may either send
it to me or Sir Daniel directly to the address given in his letter.

Please return the letter.

Yours  sincerely,

L. K. KiRLOSKAR
KIRLOSKARWADI

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

244. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA
Fune 16, 1935

CHI. SHARMA,

I have your letter. A time limit of 15 days is too short. Even
important persons do not get passports in 15 days. Recently a
doctor got a passport after 18 months.

Your coming here is a different matter. What will happen
to Draupadi and the children when you leave ? Will she stay with
your brothers? Give me all details. Even when you decide to come,
I shall not reserve a room for you. We shall think of a separate
room only after your arrival. All this will be done only after the
decision about the passport. And after getting the passport, will
a separate room be necessary? Before coming here, you will have
to write to the Collector or see him and tell him that he should
write to Wardha, in case he wants to make any inquiries. He
should also be asked when the reply may be expected.

I have not understood what you have written about Mother.
Ramgopal has sent many complaints but they are not well-foun-
ded. An answer has been sent along these lines.

Blessings from
Baru

From a facsimile of the Hindi: Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Fivanke Solah Varsha,
facing p. 169

1 Of Gosaba Zamindari Estate, Sunderbans



245. LETTER TO F. MARY BARR
WARDHA,
June 17, 1935

CHI. MARY,

I was glad to have your postcard. Thakkar Bapa sent me a
letter. I would like to have a daily bulletin for a few days.
All well here.

Love from all.
Baru
From a photostat: G.N. 6045. Also C.W. 3375. Courtesy: F. Mary Barr

246. LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI
June 17, 1935

MY DEAR MALKANI,

I have your letter. I shall go through the Bihar report and
may have to write! again on wells. I hope to write on the Pani
Fund in the next issue of the Harijan.

Rao Bahadur M. C. Raja has sent me a copy of the letter
he sent to you. It speaks highly of Ganesan. I take it that you
have dealt with that letter.

Ganesan seems to have disappointed everybody. Of course
Thakkar Bapa does not trust him at all. Now Sastri has been
disillusioned and so, I believe, have the Chairman and the Secre-
tary of the Madras branch of the Sangh.

Love.

Baru

Pror. MALKANI
Derux

From a photostat: G.N. 1160

1 Vide “Wells for Harijans”, pp. 192-3.
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247. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT
Fune 17, 1935

CHI. VASUMATI,

If Shivabhai! has really some work for you and wishes you

to remain there, you have already given a promise to stay there

for a year and you should keep it and live there in perfect peace

and joy and carefully do the work entrusted to you. Try to cure
your constipation.

Blessings from

Baru

[PS.]

Lakshmi and Manu have arrived here.

SHRI VASUMATIBEHN
VaLLaBH VIDYALAYA
BocuasaN

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9401. Also C.W. 647. Courtesy:
Vasumati Pandit

248. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
Fune 17, 1935

BHAISHRI VALLABHBHALI,

After all experiments are experiments. There is no knowing
when they will succeed or fail. If you live for a few days only
on juicy fruits, you will need neither medicines nor anything else.
If the bowels don’t move, you must take enema. And it is altogether
unreasonable for you to refuse to use a commode. It makes things
convenient both for the patient and those who are attending on
him. Do start using one.

Andrews is coming here tomorrow. He will stay for a day
or two. We have a miscellaneous crowd of people here at present.
Kumarappa’s brother Bharatan has come.

Vasumati had almost decided to leave Bochasan, but Shiva-
bhai is pressing her to stay on. I have written to her and told her

! Shivabhai Gokalbhai Patel, Principal, Vallabh Vidyalaya, Bochasan
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that if she is really needed there, she may certainly stay on for
a year. Ifyou have any suggestion to make in this regard, convey
it through Manil. T don’t expect a letter in your own handwriting
just now. You must get over your illness.

Come here when you are all right. Rajendrababu is defi-
nitely coming. Jamnalal also will arrive in July. It will also be
fairly cool here by that time. Now the excessive heat of the past
few days is no longer there.

Blessings from

Baru
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 172-3
249. LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI
WARDHA,

Fune 18, 1935
DEAR MALKANI,

The letter dictated on Sunday has not yet been posted. This,
therefore, will accompany that letter.

I cannot trace anywhere the letter written to you by Mrs.
Nehru which you were sending me and which you wanted me to
return. You will, therefore, trace that letter in your papers. I shall
not need it because I shall guess its purport and I hope to deal
with Women’s Conference in one of the issues of the Harijan.

As you will see from the forthcoming issue I shall be dealing
with the Wells Fund practically from week to week. I have al-
ready dealt with the Punjab report. I have on my file the Bihar
report and now I understand also the Gujarat report. The one or
the other will go in next week.

I have already written to Seth Jugalkishore. I have told him
that he should not mind the mention, and that it was begun
by Thakkar Bapa purely out of enthusiastic admiration. I have
also said that if he has still strong objection to his name being
in any way coupled with the Fund, it will be formally removed.
If you have, therefore, already not written to him, you need not
think about it any more until I write to you.

What is your objection to the David Scholarship Fund retaining
the name David ? And if that name is anathema to anybody, call

I Manibehn Patel
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it Harijan Scholarship Fund. “What is in a name? A rose smells
sweet under any other name.”
The note on the framing of budgets I have not yet studied.

Baru
From a photostat: G.N. 1161

250. LETTER T0 C. G. JAGANNATHDAS

Fune 18, 1935
MY DEAR JAGANNATHDAS,

You were quite right in writing to me at length on nudism.!
I have no hesitation in agreeing with you in theory. But theories
are not always capable of being reduced to practice. Not even
in exact mathematics, like geometry, are theories capable of al-
ways being reduced to practice. The imaginary right angle of
geometry will not build houses but the nearly perfect right angle
which masons and carpenters use is responsible for many marvellous
things. In the Western world as well as in India nudism in practice
is not permissible. I am convinced that it would be a great error
to act as though all men and women were pure-minded. I hold
it, therefore, to be dangerous.

Yours sincerely,
Baru
SyT. C. G. JAGANNATHDAS

459 MINT STREET
Park Town, MADRAS

From a photostat: G.N. 9091

1 The addressee in his letter of June 15 had made out a case for the
adoption of nudism. Clothing, he had argued, was unnatural and unhealthy
and ought to be abolished, thus ensuring the exposure of the skin to light
and air.



251. LETTER TO SARDUL SINGH CAVEESHAR
Fune 18, 1935

DEAR CAVEESHAR,
Dr. Khan Saheb should remain the solitary exception. By
all means take what assistance you can from Dr. Gopichand with-
out connecting him officially with any organization. I assure
you that one or the other is bound to suffer if he is officially
connected with both. Though the branches of a tree are one and
the same at the root, on the tree their separate existence is justi-
fied and they fully serve the root only by remaining in their res-
pective places and discharging their duties. I know we are grie-
vously short of true workers and we shall always remain so if
we continue to saddle more than one responsibility on them and
flatter ourselves with the belief that they are being well discharg-
ed. If youagree with my argument you will be satisfied with Dr.
Gopichand giving you the help required without being officially
identified with the Parliamentary Board. Absence of official con-
nection gives a freedom to a conscientious man which he will
not enjoy when he is officially connected. Do you not agree?
Yours sincerely,

SARDAR SARDUL SINGH CAVEESHAR
CHAMBERLAIN RoAaD
LAHORE

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal
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252. LETTER TO S. AMBUJAMMAL
Fune 18, 1935

CHI. AMBUJAM,

My whole heart goes out to you in your trial. God is merci-
ful. He will give you strength. It was good you did not inform
Father and Mother and had the courage to have the operation
performed at once. Why not take Kichi too to Kodai, if the
doctor will allow it?

I sent you a letter at Bangalore. I hope you will receive it
in due course, if it has not already come to you.

Love.

Baru

From the original: Ambujammal Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library

253. AN AWARD!
Fune 18, 1935

With the consent of both the parties concerned, I have been
involved in the grievances of the workers of the Bombay bhandar
of the All-India Spinners’ Association against their local agent.

I have gone through the papers presented by both parties.

The notice served on Mr. Ganatra was improper. This defect
can be overcome by giving him additional salary.

The conduct of the workers and their written memoranda
after the notice had been served were rude and not befitting those
who serve the cause of khadi. Such conduct cannot keep any in-
stitution going. Hence, the agent is justified in dismissing the
workers who misbehaved.

However, if the workers give a written apology as sugges-
ted in the appendix, the agent should reinstate everyone including
Shri Ganatra without any deductions from their salaries.

If the workers do not hand in the letter of apology within
seventy-two hours of this resolution reaching Shri Ratubhai Desai,
the representative of the workers, they would not be able to join

1 Vide also the following two items.
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their duty and the notice they have been served with will hold
good permanently.

The agent is of the opinion that the bhandar does not have
the capacity to bear the burden of the number of workers em-
ployed there. The award I have given above does not preclude
any changes in the bhandar, reduction in the number of workers
engaged or in their present salaries. I myself wish to make some
suggestions regarding the way in which all khadi bhandars are
being run, and it has become necessary to state them now.

It is my hope that the workers will willingly sign the letter
of apology and return to their duty in the bhandar.

In case all the dismissed workers do not accept the above
decision, the agent shall take back those who do so.

M. K. GANDHI
APPENDIX

After Shri Ganatra received the notice of dismissal, his and
our behaviour was not worthy of the khadi workers. The letters
we wrote were rude. We are sorry for such conduct. Hereafter we
shall ceaselessly endeavour not to behave in that manner.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9789

254. LETTER TO VITHALDAS FERAFANI
Fune 18, 1935

BHAI VITHALDAS,

Here is my decision!. You yourself should call Ratubhai and
show it to him. Give him a copy of it, too. I think it is the right
course. Treat those friends with the utmost love. I will soon take
up the question of the policy as a whole. Arrange and note down
your ideas about the subject. If your mind cannot work on the sub-
ject or if you are physically unfit for the task, let me know. I want
to take up the problem immediately.

You may come whenever you wish after reinstating the men.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9790

1 Vide the preceding item.



255. LETTER TO RATUBHAI DESAI
Fune 18, 1935

BHAI RATUBHALI,

I have already drafted my award!. Bhai Vithaldas will give
you a copy of it. Go and collect it yourselfin order to save time.

The purport of the message is that if you, Ganatra and others
do not send in your apologies, you are doomed. I have given the
message in the hope that all of you will live as members of a
family and will work with greater devotion than before and serve
the cause of khadi through the bhandar.

Write to me as soon as possible what you have to say regar-
ding the management of the bhandar. I shall take up the matter
immediately. The bhandar does not belong to anybody. It is for
us only a means of service. I have as much right as you to give
suggestions regarding its management.

Blessings from
From a copy of the Gujarati: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

256. LETTER TO SOHANLAL OBEROI
Fune 18, 1935

BHAI SOHANLAL,

What you have written is correct. Many girls suffer the
fate that befell your sister. I shall try to write? about it. I hope
your efforts will succeed.

Blessings from

Baru

[PS.]

Don’t you have good slivers? Or good cotton?
SHRI SoHANLAL OBEROI
A. I. S. A. Derot
ADAMPUR, JULLUNDUR DisTRICT

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 6863

1 Vide pp. 175-6.

2 Vide pp. 188-9.
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257. TELEGRAM TO THE HOME SECRETARY
Fune 19, 1935

THANKING YOU FOR PERMISSION INTERVIEW KHANSAHEB
REGRET UNABLE AVAIL PERMISSION UNLESS CONDITION ENGLISH-
SPEAKING WAIVED. CAN PLEDGE HONOUR NOT TALK ANYTHING
BUT DOMESTIC AFFAIRS HEALTH. SARDAR TELLS ME WHEN HE
WAS ALLOWED VISIT KHANSAHEB INTERVIEW WAS CARRIED ON
HINDUSTANI. REQUEST WAIVE CONDITION ENGLISH-SPEAKING.!

GANDHI

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan
Desai

258. LETTER TO R. R. DIWAKAR

Fune 19, 1935

MY DEAR DIWAKAR,

The interview does not surprise me. I expect nothing better
just now. The weakening of the peasant does not pain me, for
it has become general. The leaders have done no better. It is
nobody’s fault. The leaders as well as the peasants have done as
well as it was possible for them to do. The lesson was valuable.
All will be well if some of us are able to retain our faith in truth
and non-violence undimmed by the surrounding weakness and
gloom.

Yours,
Baru

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

1'Tn his reply, the Home Secretary agreed to Gandhiji’s speaking in
Hindustani.
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259. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

Unrevised WARDHA,
Fune 19, 1935

MY DEAR AMRIT,

The frank admission of one’s proved helplessness does not
make one a coward but may be the beginning of bravery. I am
taking you at your word and dictating. Writing with the left hand
is a pleasure to me but I cannot do it with the same ease and
quickness as with right hand.

Charlie has duly handed your letter. I am returning the
photo-prints with autographs in the manner suggested by you.

I cannot remember Krishnalal Goswami. It may be that
he was in the Ashram during my absence. Charlie says he has
distinct recollection of having seen him in the Ashram. Mahadev
has not. What he has said to you about charkha seems to be
correct and shows that he knows something of the art of spin-
ning. Slivers I am sending with Charlie. You will tell me how you
find them. You should have the spindles locally made. If you
cannot secure good steel, they can be made of any iron. So long
as they are true it does not matter much. A weak spindle spins
as well as any other, so long as it remains true. But in an inexpe-
rienced hand a weak spindle will go wrong more frequently than
a steel spindle.

I am sending you also 450 note-paper sheets and an equal
number of envelopes done up in nine bundles. I was about to have
packets of 50 each pressed and nicely covered in some blank paper,
of course hand-made, when your letter came telling me that I
was to send the sheets coverless and that you would have them
dressed up for the windows. You ask me to give you the price.
The bundle that is coming to you with Charlie and the one that
was sent previously to this were made out of paper which has
cost me Rs.12. Odd sheets that were saved were used up by me.
There still remain 150 sheets with me. The labour of making
these I have not counted, nor the price of material specially pre-
pared for making the envelopes. The price of the latter can only
be trifling. The price of the former cannot today be estimated.
Two or three workers have been at it for some odd days. I did
not ask them to keep a record of all the time that they gave to
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this work. Now I have given you enough material to put your own
price on the note-papers and envelopes. The least you have to
sell them for is Rs.12. But you are at liberty to do what you
like with them. Of the slivers I can say nothing because all I
have to pay for is the cotton purchased from the khaddar bhandar.
But I have kept no account of what has been sent to you. The
raw material could not have cost more than a rupee and a half.

As to Quetta relief I have asked you to reserve for the time
being what you collect. Later on I shall be able to guide you. The
relief will last for some time. Of course this advice has force so
long as you have no definite idea about its direction. Immedi-
ately you know where you would like to spend your donation, you
will not hesitate to do so.

One thing I cannot help asking you to collect for and that
is the Harijan Wells Fund. You will note what I have said! about
it in the ensuing number of the Harijan.

About the photos you will do what you like with them. They
are your property. I think this covers all the points raised in your
two unanswered letters. There is nothing wrong about the right
hand. It will be all right after due rest.

Love to you both.

Baru
From the original: C.W. 3716. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6872

260. A LETTER
Fune 19, 1935

DEAR SISTER,

I cannot vouch for the accuracy of the quotation. But my
difficulty is fundamental. Which Jesus am I to believe? Him of
your conception or mine? You will say, ‘Jesus of the Bible’.
Then the question is: ‘According to whose interpretation?’ I solve
the difficulty by going the way God takes me.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan
Desai

1 Vide pp. 192-3.



261. LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR

Fune 19, 1935
CHI. LILAVATI,

I got your letters. The work is going on.! Maganbhai is exami-
ning the Gujarati. The English may have to be given to some-
body else. Rest assured, I will make perfect arrangements about
your work.

Write to me what English and Gujarati books you have.

Blessings from
Bapu

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 9576. Also C.W. 6548. Courtesy:
Lilavati Asar

262. LETTER TO BEHRAMYI KHAMBHATTA

WARDHA,
Fune 20, 1935

BHAISHRI KHAMBHATTA,
I got your letter and the two cheques. I will do as you wish.
I was surprised to learn about what you had to go through in the
hospital. Write out in English all that you observed and show
the draft to Deenabandhu Andrews. Then send it to the head
of the institution. If he does not pay attention to it, we shall
take the next step. Inquire as to who controls the hospital and
who are the persons in charge of its running and let me know their
names and addresses. You put up with the hardships but what
would a poor man do? You have a devoted wife like Sita and, there-
fore, receive the best nursing. But what would be the plight of a
person who has nobody to look after him and who has no faith in
God? You must, therefore, acquaint the proper quarters with what
you went through in the hospital. I hope your health is daily

improving.
Blessings to you all from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 7558. Also C.W. 5033. Courtesy:
Tehmina Khambhatta
1 Vide ““Letter to Lilavati Asar”, p. 148.
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263. LETTER TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH
June 20, 1935

CHI. NARAHARI,

Let Panditji start a music class if he wishes. The expenses
seem all right. There must be a regular curriculum for inclusion
in the prospectus. The progress which the pupil will make during
the whole period and annually must be indicated in detail.

Even if Vanamala’s fever has subsided, it will benefit her
if she sticks to the diet I have suggested. You have certainly done
well in imposing on yourself that restriction. It doesn’t matter if
you cannot observe it outside. Vanamala must take regular walks
and the baths, too, of course.

How many boys and girls have joined the new school? Who
are the teachers? What will the expenses come to every month?

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]
Is Jayabehn there at present? What does she teach?

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S. N. 9080

264. LETTER TO F. MARY BARR

WARDHA,
Fune 21, 1935

CHI. MARY,

You have given me good news. I expect better tomorrow.
Where are you staying? Are you comfortable?

Strange, Margarete had no letter from me. I have searched
my file. I cannot find her letter which shows that it is destroyed
and no such letter is destroyed without answer. Please ask her
with my love to write again and I will reply at once. All well
here.

Love.

Baru
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[PS.]
Mira has shown me your letter. K. may come any day in
July and will stay perhaps a month. Mira need not write now.

From a photostat: G.N. 6046. Also C.W. 3376. Courtesy: F. Mary Barr

265. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK

June 21, 1935
CHI. PREMA,

I was not in a position to reply immediately to your excellent
letter. When the right hand demands rest, it becomes impossible
to cope with the work.

All my questions are not such as can be asked in a letter.
I must of course have asked you such questions. Questions which
occur to me at any moment belong only to that moment.

My aim in taking you to Borsad was that you might be able
to do such work more easily in future, and to show you that I
had taken a share in anti-plague work also.

I have already written in Harijan and explained the connec-
tion between our sin and the earthquake.! Read that article.
Nobody was angered in Bihar. On the contrary, everybody real-
ized that it was the result of our sin. All this follows from the
principle of oneness.

I have written an article? in Harijan about snakes, etc. Read
it. If you are not reading the articles which I have been writing
recently in Harigjan, I would advise you to read them carefully.
I hope you get copies of it.

I wouldn’t see any sin in ending the life of the husband who
was lingering in pain and to whom no relief could given
even by careful nursing.? If, however, the husband is conscious,
his wishes should be ascertained. If he wishes to live despite the
pain, he should be allowed to live.

The owners becoming trustees means their handing over to
the poor, that is, to the State or any other public welfare insti-
tution, all income in excess of a certain percentage.

If everybody handed over all their possessions to the State,
the spirit of enterprise would disappear and everybody would be-
come an automaton.

1 Vide pp. 161-2.

2 Vide pp. 190-1.

3 The reference is to a news item in a newspaper that an actress had shot
her husband, who was suffering from cancer, to save him from a painful death.
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My relations with the rich will continue. I don’t look upon
the rich as wicked and upon the poor as angels. Both in the East
and the West there are a great many rich who earn money with
philanthropic motives. They deserve to be honoured. I know
numbers of poor people whose company should be shunned. In the
swaraj of my dream, the tiger and the goat should be able to
drink water together from the same pool. What will it matter if
this remains for ever a dream? IfI didn’t know what I wanted,
what would I strive for?

It is certainly true that I cannot understand people correctly,
but do those who claim to understand them really do so? I, there-
fore, do not regret my ignorance. Since I cannot know human beings,
I trust them.

Is it necessary for you to answer every time somebody asks
you a question about me? Why don’t you say, ‘I cannot answer
your question. I like the man’s work and his ideas. Does one
always give reasons for what one likes? You should, therefore,
address your questions to the man himself’? If you replied thus,
you would be saved from a great deal of unpleasant argument. How-
ever, you may certainly impart to others what you have learnt
from me and fully digested. But then what one has digested
doesn’t remain somebody else’s but becomes one’s own. One en-
tertains no doubt about what is one’s own and is always ready
with answers to any questions about it.

Let this suffice for today.

Blessings  from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10374. Also C.W. 6813. Courtesy:
Premabehn Kantak

266. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
Fune 21, 1935

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

I have not become impatient at all. But I can’t put my faith
in vaids. Their remedies are like black magic. They are just a shot
in the dark. Are they worth trying even if they help? The best
known vaid in the country is Gananath Sen. But he also is like
the others. They do have some effective drugs, but when their
power is exhausted you are where you were. I would quake with
fear to put you in their hands. I see that even Malaviyaji and
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Motilalji went ultimately to doctors. If, however, you have really
got all right, I needn’t say anything in the matter. Call Maha-
dev there whenever you wish. .. .!
Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 173

267. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA
June 21, 1935

CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,

Maybe in the early morning you may feel listless, but after
sipping something, the strength will return and you may then stir
out for a walk. The stomach should be empty before sleep.

Repetition of Ramanama serves me best when I am engaged
in an act of service. But if one does not get peace in this way,
one may seek it in solitude.

True renown comes from service rendered while practising
truthfulness and other virtues.

God is author of good and evil, after all, only to the devotee.
A proud ungodly man believes that he does everything. The Gita
would not have been necessary if the Arjuna within had conduc-
ted rigorously the battle that goes on in this body.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 4273

1 Omission as in the source



268. DISCUSSION WITH A VISITOR FROM QUETTA!
[Before Fune 22, 1935]

vISITOR: But why prayer, and not service? Would not service be the
most effective form of prayer?

GANDHIJI: Indeed if service was open to us. But there are
vast masses of people who have no power to render any tangible
service to the survivors. Rather than talk about this grim visitation,
they should cast the searchlight inwards and purify themselves.
Prayer is a call to self-purification.

But is not prayer by itself ineffective without acts of service ?

I do not mean outward demonstration of prayer. I mean
self-introspection and self-purification which is essential for us
all. If we were engaged in service all our waking hours, I should
have to say nothing. But we are not so engaged. And when we are
not so engaged, God’s name, taken with a view to self-purifi-
cation, is not taken in vain.

I see it. So far as some of the survivors—both our own
people and tommies who did rescue work for the first two days
—are concerned, I am afraid they badly need to pray. For the
moment when the calamity occurs we are stunned, we make
professions of prayer and brotherhood of man, but the very next
moment we forget that there was a calamity. Our acquisitive and
depredatory instincts get possession of us, with the result, we are
none the better for the earthquake.

Harijan, 22-6-1935

1 This is extracted from ‘“Weekly Letter” by Mahadev Desai, who had
reported that the visitor “‘had specially come to give Gandhiji an idea of the
ravages of the earthquake. .. . He had read with deep interest Gandhiji’s call
to prayer”.

186



269. A DISCUSSION?
[Before Fune 22, 1935]

GaNDHIJI: Is not this wheel a machine??
[sociaLisT:] I do not mean this machine, but I mean bigger machinery.

Do you mean Singer’s sewing machine ? That too is protected
by the village industries movement, and for that matter any machi-
nery which does not deprive masses of men of the opportunity
to labour, but which helps the individual and adds to his effici-
ency, and which a man can handle at will without being its slave.

But what about the great inventions? You would have nothing to do
with electricity?

Who said so? If we could have electricity in every village
home, I should not mind villagers plying their implements and
tools with the help of electricity. But then the village communities
or the State would own power-houses, just as they have their gra-
zing pastures. But where there is no electricity and no machinery,
what are idle hands to do? Will you give them work, or would
you have their owners cut them down for want of work?

I would prize every invention of science made for the bene-
fit of all. There is a difference between invention and invention.
I should not care for the asphyxiating gases capable of killing
masses of men at a time. The heavy machinery for work of pub-
lic utility which cannot be undertaken by human labour has its
inevitable place, but all that would be owned by the State and
used entirely for the benefit of the people. I can have no consi-
deration for machinery which is meant either to enrich the few
at the expense of the many, or without cause to displace the use-
ful labour of many.

But even you as a socialist would not be in favour of an indis-
criminate use of machinery. Take printing-presses. They will go
on. Take surgical instruments. How can one make them with

1 This is extracted from ‘“Weekly Letter” by Mahadev Desai, who had
reported: ‘“A socialist holding a brief for machinery asked Gandhiji if the
village industries movement was not meant to oust all machinery.”

2 Gandhiji was just then spinning.
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one’s hands? Heavy machinery would be needed for them. But
there is no machinery for the cure of idleness but this. I can work
it whilst I am carrying on this conversation with you, and am
adding a little to the wealth of the country. This machine no
one can oust.

Haryan, 22-6-1935

270. NOTES

HerprLeEss Wipows

A bereaved friend sends a pathetic letter describing the plight
of a 17-year-old girl, who has lost in Quetta her husband, two
months old child, father-in-law and her husband’s younger bro-
ther, that is to say everybody in her father-in-law’s house. My
correspondent adds that she escaped unhurt and returned with
only her clothes on. She is his uncle’s daughter and he does not
know how to console her or what to do with her. She herself
is not undamaged. Her leg has been injured, though fortunately
the bone remains intact. The correspondent concluded by saying:

I have left her with her mother in Lahore. I gently mentioned
to her and other relatives whether the girl might not be remarried.
Some listened to me sympathetically and some resented the proposal. I
have no doubt that many a girl must have suffered the same fate as this
cousin of mine. Will you say a word of encouragement to these unfor-
tunate widows ?

I do not know what my pen or voice can do in matters in
which age-long prejudices are concerned. I have repeatedly said
that every widow has as much right to remarry as every widower.
Voluntary widowhood is a priceless boon in Hinduism; enforced
widowhood is a curse. And I very much feel that many young widows
if they were absolutely free, not so much from the fear of physical
restraint as from the opprobrium of Hindu public opinion, would
remarry without the slightest hesitation. All the young widows,
therefore, who are in the unfortunate position of this bereaved sister
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