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PREFACE

The constitutional experiment which, under Gandhiji’s advice,
the Congress had begun in July 1937 came to an abrupt end
during the period of this volume (July 16 to November 30, 1939).
With the outbreak of World War II, the national leadership was
faced with the tragic dilemma of having to help the British in
a war for the preservation of their Empire or, by refusing co-
operation, appear to be helping the Fascist Powers. Gandhiji saw
the conflict in the larger moral perspective. As the European cri-
sis was deepening, he had, in a letter addressed to Hitler (which,
however, was not forwarded by the British Government in India),
appealed to him to prevent “a war which may reduce humanity
to the savage state” (p. 21), and when the war broke out he
was filled with “horror’”. Convinced that non-violence was the
only force that could save humanity, he resolved to play his
part. “We are both actors in and spectators of the drama”, he
said, and took the stand that his guidance, whether of the Working
Committee or the Government, should have ‘“the deliberate pur-
pose of taking either or both along the path of non-violence, be
the step ever so imperceptible’” (pp. 204-5).

Gandhiji’s first public reaction to the catastrophe expressed
the depth of his human concern. After his interview with the
Viceroy on September 4, he said in a Press statement: ““. . .as I was
picturing before him the Houses of Parliament and the West-
minster Abbey and their possible destruction, I broke down.. .. I
am not therefore just now thinking of India’s deliverance. It will
come, but what will it be worth if England and France fall, or
if they come out victorious over Germany ruined and humbled?”’
(p. 162).

This larger human concern determined Gandhiji’s view of
the policy the Congress should adopt. He had come to the con-
clusion that Hitler was responsible for the war (p. 170). Though
he had fought the British Government in India for twenty years,
his sympathies were now wholly with the Allies, as he recognized
that the war was one ‘“‘between such democracy as the West has
evolved and totalitarianism as it is typified in Herr Hitler”
(p. 204). He therefore advised the Congress to give unconditional
moral support to the British (pp. 175 and 311). Such support,
Gandhiji explained to a British pacifist, “will lift the Allied cause
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to a high moral plane and the Congress influence will be effec-
tively used in the cause of peace.” It would be the special busi-
ness of the Congress ‘“‘to see that, if the war is fought to a finish,
no humiliation is heaped upon the vanquished” (pp. 257-8).
That was the role he had conceived for the Congress. But the
Congress would acquire such moral authority only if it adopted
non-violence as its creed and policy, discarding violence even for
defending the country against external aggression. ‘“For India to
enter into the race for armaments,” Gandhiji argued, “is to court
suicide. With the loss of India to non-violence the last hope of
the world will be gone” (p. 245).

The Congress, however, as a political organization claiming to
represent the whole country, could not subscribe to non-violence
as a creed, nor could it accept Gandhiji’s suggestion of uncon-
ditional moral support to the British. There were many leaders
in the country who did not favour such a course because they
distrusted British professions about fighting for democracy. The
Congress Working Committee, therefore, after prolonged discus-
sions lasting over four days, passed on September 14 a resolu-
tion drafted by Jawaharlal Nehru declaring their intention not to
“associate themselves or offer any co-operation in a war which
is conducted on imperialist lines and which is meant to consoli-
date imperialism in India and elsewhere’” and inviting the British
Government to declare their war aims and to state how they
“are going to apply to India and to be given effect to in the
present’” (p. 412). In reply, the Viceroy merely reiterated the British
Government’s intention to help India “‘attain its due place among
our Dominions’’; promised some modifications in the Government
of India Act of 1935 after ‘“‘consultation with representatives of
the several communities, parties and interests, in India, and with
the Indian Princes,” and offered to set up ‘“‘a consultative group,
representative of all major political parties in British India and of
the Indian Princes” (pp. 416,417 and 418). Gandbhiji character-
ized the declaration as ‘“‘profoundly disappointing” (p. 267).
The subsequent debates in the two Houses of Parliament and Sir
Samuel Hoare’s speech in the House of Commons convinced him
of “the prudence of the course adopted by the Working Commit-
tee’’ (p. 311) in asking for a declaration of the British Govern-
ment’s war aims.

The British approach to the Indian problem was concerned
mainly with the protection of certain sectional interests, British
and Indian, rather than with evolving a constitutional set-up
which would allow free play to the influence of the masses in
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creating a truly democratic, just and unified society in India.
The Working Committee resolution of September 14 had asked
for the establishment of “full democracy in India” and the
exercise by the Indian people of ‘“‘the right of self-determination
by framing their own constitution through a Constituent Assembly
without external interference’” (p. 411). The demand was summar-
ized by Lord Zetland, the Secretary of State for India, to mean
“that His Majesty’s Government will raise no opposition to
her future form of Government being determined, without their
intervention, by a Constituent Assembly called upon the widest
possible basis of franchise and by agreement in regard to communal
representation’’. Lord Zetland stated emphatically that the Bri-
tish Government found it ‘“‘impossible to accept this position™
and explained that ‘‘the long standing British connection with
India has left His Majesty’s Government with obligations
towards her which it is impossible for them to shed” (p. 431).
These obligations related to the Princes, the European commer-
cial interests and the minorities. In regard to the Princes,
the Working Committee resolution had pertinently pointed out
that the Princes, despite their ‘professions in favour of demo-
cracy abroad’; were averse to ‘‘the introduction of democracy
within their own States in which today undiluted autocracy
reigns supreme’” (p. 411). Here was an obligation to the people
which the Paramount Power had never cared to persuade or
encourage the Princes to fulfil. Gandhiji also pointed out
that “Great Britain’s position as the self-constituted guardian of
democracy is compromised so long as it has more than 500
autocrats as its allies” (p. 228). The European commercial
interests were ‘‘an imposition protected by the British bayonet”,
and Gandhiji declared that ‘““a free India will claim to examine
every European interest on its merit, and that which conflicts
with the national interest will go by the board” (p. 317).

Well aware of the weakness of their case in regard to the
Princes and the European interests, British spokesmen chose to play
up the minorities’ problem though, as admitted by Lord Zetland,
the Constituent Assembly demanded by the Congress was to be
summoned ‘“‘by agreement in regard to communal representation’
(p. 431). In vain did Gandhiji plead that “there can only be
political parties and no majority or minority communities”, that
the ‘“‘cry of the tyranny of the majority is a fictitious cry’’, for
“Hinduism is an elastic, indefinable term, and Hindus are not a
homogeneous whole like Muslims and Christians.”” And in any case
Hindu majority was only ‘““a paper majority . .. ineffective because
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.. weak in the military sense.”” The ‘“‘so-called minorities’ fear,”
Gandhiji argued with surprising insight into the reality of the Indian
situation, ‘“‘has some bottom only so long as the weak majority
has the backing of the British bayonets to enable it to play at
democracy” (pp. 259, 260 and 261). Sir Samuel Hoare’s division
of India into ‘“‘Congress India and non-Congress India’ therefore
meant in effect division into ““armed India and unarmed India’’ and
a declaration that “India’s battle for freedom cannot be won till
unarmed India has come to terms with armed India including. ..
the British Government’ (p. 318). The real question, which British
spokesmen were evading, was ‘“‘whether it is right for Britain to
plead these rivalries in defence of holding India under subjection”
(p. 259). “Is it right,”” Gandhiji asked, “‘to invite people to say
whether they want freedom or not? Should a slave be consulted
as to the desirability of his freedom?”” (p. 280) In other words,
what was wanted was ‘“‘a declaration of Britain’s intention regard-
ing her Indian policy irrespective of India’s wishes” (p. 337).
But such a decision, as Gandhiji had pointed out in his Press
statement on the Working Committee resolution of September
14, “required ... a mental revolution on the part of British states-
men” (p. 176). That is, as Gandhiji put it later in another state-
ment, “If imperialism is dead, there must be a clear break with
the past. Language suited to the new era has to be used” (p. 336).

But British statesmen were not yet ready for such a “mental
revolution”, with tragic consequences for the peace and well-being
of the sub-continent. Thus by their own action or inaction the
British Government had made it impossible for the Congress to
co-operate with them in the prosecution of the war. And yet
Gandhiji held strongly that the Congress “must not embarrass
them in its prosecution” (p. 316). He believed in the Viceroy
Lord Linlithgow’s sincerity. He believed he had developed with
him a friendship that would ‘“‘bear the strain of differences of
opinion that may arise among us” (p. 293). Gandhiji would not
therefore contemplate civil disobedience as long as the Viceroy
was exploring the possibilities of a settlement (p. 337). He was
convinced that both the Viceroy and the Secretary of State were
in error, but, believing in their honesty, he wanted to ‘“‘give them
time to collect themselves” and meanwhile, he suggested, “we
must do real propaganda by way of educating the public both
here and abroad” (p. 389). Other reasons for Gandhiji’s unwill-
ingness to launch civil disobedience were the opposition of the
Muslim League and the ‘“‘indiscipline and disunity in Congress
ranks” (p. 337). The Muslim League looked upon the Congress
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as an enemy of the Muslims and Congressmen lacked the
strength of true non-violence to be able to disarm their opposition.
Their non-violence against the British was in “effect violence
in suspension or inactive violence”’. And violence was ‘‘resor-
ted to by rival Congressmen at Congress meetings’’ and the “‘gross
indiscipline and fraud practised at Congress elections” were also
“illustrations of Congress violence (p. 265). Gandhiji was so
sensitive to this atmosphere of violence that he felt he “was walk-
ing on a mine”’ (p. 374). He feared that civil disobedience in such
an atmosphere would lead to “Hindu-Muslim riots” (p. 315).
Stressing the dangers of hasty action he said, “I am painfully
conscious of the fact that India is not yet ready for non-violent
civil disobedience on a mass scale. If, therefore, I cannot persuade
the Congress to await the time when non-violent action is possible,
I have no desire to live to see a dog-fight between the two
communities. I know for certain that if I cannot discover a
method of non-violent action or inaction to the satisfaction of the
Congress and there is no communal adjustment, nothing on earth
can prevent an outbreak of violence resulting for the time being
in anarchy and red ruin” (p. 364). “I do not desire anarchy in
the country”, Gandhiji had said. “Independence will never come
through it” (p. 316). The only “way to disarm this communal
suspicion,” Gandhiji believed, was “not to offer civil disobedience
in terms of swaraj” (p. 323).

All Congress leaders did not share Gandhiji’s fears. Subhas
Bose had since the beginning of the year been advocating mass
action at the earliest opportunity, and the differences between him
and Gandhiji on this question had led to Bose’s resignation as
Congress President in May (Vol. LXIX). Subsequent events had
forced the Working Committee to take action against Bose for
what it considered to be a ‘“‘deliberate and flagrant breach of
discipline”” (p. 85), but there was a large measure of sympathy
for him and his line of approach in Congress ranks (pp. 150-1).
The differences became irreconcilable after the outbreak of the
war. ‘“Your way is not mine,”’” Gandhiji wrote to Bose. “For the
time being you are my lost sheep. Some day I shall find you
returning to the fold, if I am right and my love is pure” (p. 374).
Differences were developing between Gandhiji and Jawaharlal
Nehru, too, and Gandhiji was not sure, either, that he carried the
other members of the Working Committee with him. On October
26, he wrote to Nehru: “I feel that I must not lead if I cannot
carry you all with me. . . . you should take full charge and lead
the country, leaving me free to voice my opinion. But if you all
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thought that I should observe complete silence, I should, I hope,
find no difficulty in complying™ (p. 297). Then a week later, after
a personal talk, he wrote again to Jawaharlal: ‘At this critical
time in our history there should be no misunderstanding between
us and, if possible, there should be one mind” (p. 328).

In ruling out civil disobedience, Gandhiji did not rule out
all action. Non-co-operation had already begun with the resigna-
tion of the Congress Ministries (p. 328). And he had no doubt
“that the Congress will find means other than civil disobedience,
within its self-imposed limits, of dealing with the crisis” (p. 343).
But he did not know what those means would be. “I have no
ready-made concrete plan,” he had said earlier. ‘“More will be
revealed to me from day to day, as all my plans always have
been. .. . I must act in obedience to ‘the still small voice’ ”
(pp- 205and 206). Recalling how he knew nothing of the Dandi
March till the moment it was decided upon, he said, “God has
rarely made me repeat history and He may not do so this time”
(p. 375).

Though Gandhiji obeyed the “still small voice’ and claimed
to ‘“have the experience of listening, not merely of trying to
listen,”” he humbly confessed to members of the Oxford Group
that he was “‘still far away from God” and perhaps not ‘“‘altogether
free from self-deception”. He had indeed tried his “very best
to make India listen to the way of God” but, though he had
some success, he was “far away from the goal” (pp. 195-6).
Prayer was the means of such listening. By prayer, Gandhiji
explained to Dr. Charles Fabri, he wanted to evoke within him

the Divinity that is in ‘“everyone and everything”. “You are
not going to know the meaning of God or prayer,” he said,
“unless you reduce yourself to cipher. . . . It is in these moments

that we have a glimpse of God, a vision of Him who is guiding
every one of our steps in life”” (pp. 26-9).

Commenting on the charge in certain quarters that his bra-
hmacharya was ‘“‘a cloak to hide his sensuality’’; Gandhiji explained
how the vow of brahmacharya which he took in 1906 ‘‘irresistibly
drew” him ‘“‘to woman as the mother of man’, ‘“too sacred for
sexual love”, and he discovered, when he invited Indian women
in South Africa to join the struggle, that he “was specially
fitted to serve womankind”. In India, too, he found himself
“one with ... women” and the “‘easy access” he had “to their
hearts was an agreeable revelation” to him (pp. 313, 314 and 315).
Gandhiji was convinced that woman was “the embodiment of
sacrifice and therefore non-violence’’ and he felt that her being
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dragged down for purposes of violent war was “no credit to
modern civilization”, and that violence so ill became woman that
“presently she will rebel against the violation of her fundamental
nature” (p. 381).

Modern civilization in fact violated not merely woman’s nature
but human nature itself, because it was based on exploitation
which was the essence of violence (p. 296). Gandhiji held that
the real India was not military but peace-loving and that it was
easier to train millions in the “white art of non-violence”
than in the “black art of violence” (p. 202). Non-violence was
not a cloistered virtue confined only to the rishi and the cave-
dweller. It was capable of being practised by the millions. He
pleaded with friends as well as critics that they should read Hind
Swaraj with his eyes and see how India could be kept non-violent
by being rural-minded (p. 296). In an article on the “unbridgeable
gulf” that seemed to divide his ideal of ““walking to one’s duty”
(p. 202) and his unabashed use of trains and cars, Gandhiji
maintained that Hind Swaraj was not ‘“‘an attempt to go back to
the so-called ignorant dark ages” but “to see beauty in voluntary
simplicity, poverty and slowness. The modern rage for variety . ..
for multiplicity of wants ... deadens the inner being in us”
(p. 242). No ideal, he conceded, could be realized in full, but he
claimed that pleasure lies in making the effort, not in its fulfil-
ment. ‘“For, in our progress towards the goal we ever see more
and more enchanting scenery” (p. 241). This was the secret and
the meaning of Gandhiji’s karmayoga.

Charged with inconsistency between his co-operation with the
British during the first World War and his present attitude, Gan-
dhiji explained, “My aim is not to be consistent with my previous
statement on a given question, but to be consistent with truth as
it may present itself to me at a given moment. The result has
been that I have grown from truth to truth” (p. 203). The
karmayogi responds in thought and action to the limited satya, the
actual need of the present moment, while his loyalty to abstract Truth
and absolute non-violence as the ultimate ideals is never forsaken.
For practical purposes Gandhiji used the terms ahimsa and courage
as interchangeable. ‘“‘Cowardice and ahimsa,”” he said, ‘“do not
go together any more than water and fire”” (p. 296). And hence his
noble inconsistency in the famous tribute: “If Poland has that
measure of uttermost bravery and an equal measure of selflessness,
history will forget that she defended herself with violence. Her
violence will be counted almost as non-violence (p. 181).
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NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical er-
rors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text generally
spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however, been retained
as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors,
quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up in
small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of speeches
and interviews, as also passages which are not by Gandhiji have been
set up in small type. In reports of speeches and interviews slight
changes and omissions, where necessary have been made in passages
not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with the
original.

Where an item has no date in the source, the inferred date is
supplied within square brackets, the reasons being given where
necessary. The writings are placed under the date of publication,
except where they carry a date-line or where the date of writing
has special significance and is ascertainable.

References to Volume I of this series are to the January 1969
edition.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents avail-
able in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N. refers to
documents, M.M.U. to the reels of the Mobile Microfilm Unit
and S.G. to the photostats of the Sevagram collection available in
the Gandhi National Museum and Library (Rashtriya Gandhi San-
grahalaya), New Delhi; C.W. denotes documents secured by the
Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the
text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered by
the volume are also provided at the end.
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1. TELEGRAM TO RAFJENDRA PRASAD!

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 16, 1939
RasaTRAPATI RAJENDRA PRASAD
RancHI
SEE MY STATEMENTZ, WE MUST SAY UNEQUIVOCALLY
FASTING FOR FREEDOM FROM IMPRISONMENT INDEFENSIBLE.
MATTER REQUIRES SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. IF MY OPINION
ACCEPTABLE GUIDE CORRESPONDENT ACCORDINGLY.3
Bapu
From the original: Rajendra Prasad Papers. Courtesy: National Archives
of India

2. LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 16, 1939

CHI. CHIMANLAL,

I got your letter and the estimates of expenditure given by
Bhai Sukhabhai*. I see no profit at present from the investment of
Rs. 1,645. The estimate does not mention either how much
khadi is likely to be produced. Nevertheless we will let him try
for this one year. The expenditure may be treated as part of the
Ashram expenses. Get a hundi® from Mahadev.

I hope the man who had lost his leg is all right now. Why
does Parnerkar® fall ill so often? He has not learnt the art of
preserving his health.

1 This was in reply to the addressee’s telegram which read: ‘. . . ninety
hunger-striking political prisoners Bengal appealed to me as President for help.
Much feeling their favour. Unable find any effective steps. Shall appreciate
advice.”

2 Of July 15; vide Vol. LXIX, pp. 440-1. Vide also ‘‘Statement to the
Press”, p. 12.

3 The prisoners agreed on August 3 to suspend their fast for two months
in response to Subhas Chandra Bose’s appeal; vide ‘‘Statement to the Press”,
6-8-1939.

4 Sukhabhau Chaudhari of the Charkha Sangh

5 Bill of exchange

6 Yeshwant Mahadev Parnerkar

70-1
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How much rain have you had there? What is the condition
of the road ? Is the temporary bridge ready? It is a matter for
serious concern that the water of the well has not yet become
pure.

You must be hearing from Sharda!. Does Lilavati? write to
you? Doesn’t Bhansali® show any effect, good or bad, of the garlic?

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10600
3. TELEGRAM TO RAFJARAM
ABBOTTABAD,

Fuly 17, 1939

RajaraM Rajan SaHEB*

TANJORE

CONGRATULATIONS ON BIG TEMPLE BEING OPENED
TO  HARIJANS.S

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

4. TELEGRAM TO NATESA IVER

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 17, 1939

NATESIER

VARNASHRAM SANGH

MADURA

MINISTER RAMANATHAN CATEGORICALLY DENIES YOUR
CHARGES® SAYING ALL CLASSES INCLUDING HARIJANS

VISIT TEMPLE.

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

1 Addressee’s daughter, Shardabehn G. Chokhawala

2 Lilavati Asar

3 Jaikrishna P. Bhansali

4 A “‘senior Prince and hereditary trustee of the Tanjore Palace Deva-
sthanams”; vide also ‘‘Notes”, sub-title, ‘““More Temples Thrown Open”,
p- 41.

5 The Brihadiswara Temple in Tanjore was thrown open to Harijans on
July 16, 1939.

6 Vide Vol. LXIX, p. 441.



5. TELEGRAM TO PRESIDENT, KARACHI DISTRICT
CONGRESS COMMITTEE

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 17, 1939
PRESIDENT
ConNGrEss COMMITTEE
KaracHI
WISH  SUCCESS  PROHIBITION PROGRAMME,! HOPE PICKET-
ING PURELY EDUCATIVE PEACEFUL.

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

6. TELEGRAM TO PATTOM THANU PILLAI

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 17, 1939
THANU ProLarn

STATE CONGRESS
TRIVANDRUM

YOUR REPLY PERFECT.2

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

1 The Karachi District Congress Committee had begun its prohibition
campaign by holding meetings to urge the Sind Government to introduce
prohibition.

2 The addressee, President, Travancore State Congress, had a discussion
with Gandhiji on Travancore Satyagraha; wvide Vol. LXIX, pp. 316-8.



7. LETTER TO SIKANDAR HYAT KHAN

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 17, 1939

DEAR SIR SIKANDAR,

Many thanks for your letter of 12th instant. You have for-
gotten to answer my question about separate electorates! for
Harijans.

I have now carefully gone through your scheme and your
remarks upon my draft? about Hindu-Muslim unity.

The scheme is too complicated for me to form an opinion. I
must own to you that I never studied the Government of India Act
in the manner required for a proper evaluation of your scheme
which T see is designed, so far as the Federal structure is concerned,
to replace the Act.

I see that you contemplate zonal legislatures in between the
Provincial ones and the Federal legislature. The Government of
India scheme itself is much too expensive and complicated for me.
Yours seems to add to the expense and the complication.

Then you suggest that the composition of the army should not
be disturbed except under the contingency mentioned therein.
For an out and out believer in non-violence like me, I would dis-
band the army altogether. An army and non-violence go ill to-
gether. But I am painfully conscious that in this extreme view of
non-violence I have no partner. How far those who believe in
the necessity of the country having an army even after it has come
to its own will accept your proposition is more than I can say.

Then you have enunciated Dominion Status as an accepted
fact. It is a bitter pill for Congressmen to swallow.

But I see that your solution of the communal tangle is your
scheme including the proposal about the army. Yours is the only
proposal of a constructive character on behalf of the League. I
congratulate you on the great pains you have bestowed upon it. I
am glad that you have decided to publish itin full.® I must thank

1 This and other points raised by Gandhiji were met by the addressee in
his letter dated July 20; vide Appendix I.

2 The Congress Working Committee which met at Bardoli on January 11,
1939, had discussed Gandhiji’s new draft on the minorities question.

3 It was published on July 30, 1939.

4
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you for having taken me into your confidence and asked me to give
you my opinion upon it.

As to my draft solution, as I have already told you, it is in no
sense adopted by the Working Committee. But it does still represent
my views. I prize your criticism upon it. And if it ever formed a
basis for the solution of our difficulties, I should adopt many of
your suggestions.

Your solution for representation of minorities on services causes
difficulty. What are the minorities? Is there a final list? I am
therefore very uneasy about communal representation in the serv-
ices. If we make much of the minorities question in the services, we
shall not only endanger efficiency but we shall endanger purity and
impartiality in the administration of affairs of the country. But I
heartily endorse your suggestion that all the backward members of
the nation should be levelled up to the forward ones.

I do not want to burden this letter with the other points arising
out of your criticism. They are easy of adjustment, if we all make
up our minds to meet with the determination not to part without
reaching a settlement.

Yours sincerely,

Sir SikaNDAR Hyat KHAN
PriME MINISTER
LAHORE

Gandhi-Nehru Papers, 1939. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

8. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 17, 1939

MY DEAR IDIOT,

Of course you can come to Kashmir as Sir Kailash’s! guest
as I should also be his guest. Therefore you will naturally stay with
me. The incongruity will be in my carting you from place to place.
From your remembering the word I see that you do not see eye to
eye with me in this matter.

I have heard today from Sir Kailash. I enclose his letter
herewith. You will see he mentions your name. We leave here

1 Kailas Narain Haksar, Personal Adviser to the Maharaja of Jammu and
Kashmir
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on 25th for Kashmir for a week’s stay at the outside.! You will
pick us up somewhere on the route, I suppose, unless you go there
in advance and receive the party. I am wiring to Sir Kailash
just now.

I do hope you will cancel Sangli?.

Yes, we are Mrs. Parmanand’s guests or fellow-inmates.

I do not want you to mention Balvantsinha’s experiences to
Datar Singh because it would be wrong to do so. I am sure
things have righted themselves by now. It would be ungrateful to
mention such things. I would not even have thought of the thing.
Probably he has not even seen the house in which he was put.

Love.

TYRANT

Enclosure 1.

From the original: C.W. 3930. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 7239

9. LETTER TO MIRABEHN
Fuly 17, 1939

CHI. MIRA,

I have your booklet? full of news. Of course the Biharis are
lovable. I would not remove you from them if you will keep your
health. Don’t deceive yourself that you are well when you are not.
Watch yourself and do whatever comes your way.

Don’t be hasty in your judgments. You jump to conclusions
without enough data.

We leave for Kashmir on 25th and stay there seven days at the
outside.

Love.

Baru

From the original: C.W. 6447. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 10042

1 The visit was, however, cancelled; vide p. 14.
2 Where the All-India Women’s Conference was to be held on July 29
31In Bapu’s Letters to Mira, the addressee explains this as ‘‘long letter”.



10. LETTER TO SHARDABEHN G. CHOKHAWALA

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 17, 1939

CHI. BABUDI,

What shall T write to you? Are you not going to take care of
your health so long as you are away from me? Does it mean I
should keep both of you with me or that you should take a
divorce? It will not do for you to fall ill so often. Has there
been any change in your diet?

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 10014. Courtesy: Shardabehn G.
Chokhawala

11. TELEGRAM TO RAJENDRA PRASAD

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 18, 1939

RASHTRAPATI RAJENDRA PRASAD

RancH1

IF MEETING! NOT IN WARDHA MAYBE PATNA
OR  ALLAHABAD  WHATEVER  SUITS BETTER. AM  GOING
KASHMIR TWENTY-FIFTH. AFTER WEEK’S  STAY RETURN
WHERE REQUIRED.

Baru

From the original: Rajendra Prasad Papers. Courtesy: National Archives
of India

1The Congress Working Committee met at Wardha from August 9 to 12.
7



12. LETTER TO AMRITLAL T. NANAVATI

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 18, 1939

CHI. AMRITLAL,
Your years are flying like the wind. I cannot imagine that
you have now entered the thirty-fourth year. You look the same
that you did when I saw you first. That also is good. May you
keep young always and go on doing service. It does not matter if
Chandan’s! improvement is slow. It is enough if ultimately she is
completely cured. Vijaya? must write to me in detail. Did she
come away because she fell ill or for some other reason?
I do not understand the cause of Kakasaheb’s despondency.
Blessings from
Bapu

[PS.]

We are going to Kashmir on the 25th. We shall stay there for
seven days at the most and then return. Where we shall go there-
after is not yet decided.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10790

13. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
Fuly 18, 1939

CHI. AMTUL SALAAM,

I have read your entire letter. What can I do if you do not
get your post? I am writing regularly these days. It is difficult
to find room in Harijan Ashram for those who come forward to
work. Why insist on the Lal Bungalow?? There are other build-
ings too nearby. If the work grows, we can build houses. But

I Wife of Satish D. Kalelkar
2 Vijayabehn M. Pancholi
3 Of Dr. Pranjivandas Mehta, near the Harijan Ashram, Sabarmati
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what could we do if you keep falling ill? You are the cause of
your illness. Ba is all right.
Blessings from
Baru

SHRI AMTUL SALAAMBEHN!
Haryjan AsHRAM?
SABARMATI?

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 425

4. NOT GUILTY

Dr. Lohia has sent me a long, well-reasoned letter on the
current controversy on the Congress resolution* on satyagraha.
There is a portion in it which demands public discussion. Here
it is:

You will not permit the slightest separation of the principle of
satyagraha from your own specific programme. Is it not possible to
universalize the principles of satyagraha, to make it the bed-rock of
programmes other than your own? Perhaps, it is not; but I have
this argument against you that you have not permitted and encouraged
any such experiment. The people today do not regard your own
programme of ministerial action and constructive activities as wholly
adequate; they are experimenting with such programmes as those of
peasant action. These newer programmes entail an amount of local
and isolated action even during such times when there is no general
satyagraha. WIill you stop these little satyagrahas till you have found
the formula for a general satyagraha? In such a course of action there
is the danger of anarchy that arises out of suppression. Non-violent
collective action is among the rarest and most precious gifts received by
mankind in all history; we may not, however, know how to treasure it

and continue it.

Not only have I not prohibited separation of the principle of
satyagraha from my own specific programme, I have often invited
new programmes. But hitherto I have not known a single case of
any new programme. I have never suggested that there can never
be any departure from or addition to my programme. What,
however, I have said and would like to repeat here is that I cannot
bless or encourage a new programme that makes no appeal to

1&2 The source has these in Gujarati.

3 The source has this in English.
4 Vide Vol. LXIX, p. 367.
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me. My programme, I claim, is a deduction from the satyagraha
of my conception. It is, therefore, likely that if there was any such
vital activity favouring the growth of satyagraha, it would not
escape me.

I am painfully conscious of the fact that my programme has
not made a general appeal to the Congress intelligentsia. I have
already pointed out that the reason for the apathy of Congressmen
is not to be sought in any inherent defect in the programme, but
that it is due to the want of a living faith in ahimsa. What can
be more patent than that we should have complete communal
harmony, eradication of untouchability, sacrifice of the drink reve-
nue by the closing of liquor-shops and the replacement of mill-cloth
by khadi ? I suggest that non-violent swaraj is impossible if Hin-
dus, Muslims and others do not shed their mutual distrust and do
not live as blood brothers, if Hindus do not purify themselves by
removing the curse of untouchability and thus establish intimate
contact with those whom they have for ages put beyond the pale
of society, if the wealthy men and women of India will not tax
themselves so that the poor who are helpless victims of the drink
and drug habit may have the temptation removed from them by the
closing of drink and drug shops, and, lastly, if we all will not iden-
tify ourselves with the semi-starved millions by giving up the taste
for mill-cloth and revert to khadi produced by the many million
hands in the cottages of India. In all that has been written against
the constructive programme, I have not come across a single con-
vincing argument against either its intrinsic merit or its merit in
terms of non-violent swaraj. I make bold to say that if all Con-
gressmen concentrate themselves on this constructive programme, we
shall soon have the requisite non-violent atmosphere throughout the
length and breadth of the land for cent-per-cent satyagraha.

Take the peasant action suggested by Dr. Lohia as a possible
new programme. [ regret to have to say that in most cases the
peasants are not being educated for non-violent action. They
are being kept in a state of perpetual excitement and made to
entertain hopes which can never be fulfilled without a violent con-
flict. The same may safely be said about labour. My own experi-
ence tells me that both the peasantry and labour can be organized
for effective non-violent action, if Congressmen honestly work for it.
But they cannot, if they have no faith in the ultimate success of non-
violent action. All that is required is the proper education of the
peasantry and labour. They need to be informed that if they are
properly organized they have more wealth and resources through their
labour than the capitalists through their money. Only capitalists
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have control over the money market, labour has not over its
labour market, although if labour had been well served by its chosen
leaders it would have become conscious of the irresistible power
that comes from proper instruction in non-violence. Instead,
labour in many cases is being taught to rely on coercive methods
to compel compliance with its demands. The kind of training that
labour generally receives today leaves it in ignorance, and relies
upon violence as the ultimate sanction. Thus it is not possible
for me to regard the present peasant or labour activity as a new
programme for the preparation of satyagraha.

Indeed what I see around me is not preparation for a non-
violent campaign but for an outbreak of violence, however uncon-
scious or unintended it may be. IfI was invited to hold myself
responsible for this ending to the past twenty years’ effort, I should
have no hesitation in pleading guilty. Have I not said as much
already in these columns? But my admission will not take us
anywhere, unless it results in the retracing of our steps, the undoing
of the wrong already done. This means having a reasoned faith in
the non-violent method as the only means of gaining complete
independence. When we have that faith, all bickerings within the
Congress will cease, there will be no longer an ungainly scramble
for power, and there will be mutual help instead of mutual mud-
flinging. But it may be that Congressmen have come to believe
that non-violence of my definition is played out or is not possible
of attainment. In that case there should be a conference, for-
mal or informal, between all Congress groups or a special meet-
ing of the A. I. C. C. to consider the question whether time has not
come to revise the policy of non-violence and the consequent con-
structive programme, and to find out and frame a programme in
consonance with and answering the present temper of Congressmen.
It is up to every Congressman to carry on a fierce search inward
and deal with this central problem. It is not safe or dignified for
the Congress to follow the policy of drift. I would like such a
meeting to forget that the members belong to different groups and
to remember that they are first and last servants of the nation
pledged to fight the nation’s battle of freedom with one mind.
The Congress today is a house divided against itself. It must
not be.

ABBOTTABAD, July 19, 1939
Haryjan, 29-7-1939



15. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS!

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 19, 1939

I observe from the Press that the hunger-striking prisoners?
have sent me a letter and also made a public appeal. There is no
doubt that they have public opinion solidly behind them. I would
beseech them to be satisfied with this backing and to give up the
hunger-strike. They are brave. I suggest to them that their hun-
ger-strike is misplaced and is no part of their bravery. Let them
bravely suffer till public opinion makes the Government release
them. They may rely upon my doing all I can to secure their
release in an honourable manner.

Harijan, 22-7-1939

16. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 20, 1939

MY DEAR IDIOT,

Your Hindi continues to be good.

I await your further letter about Dhami®. How I wish you
could find out the truth about this affair! It is bad in every
way.

I am sorry to have to tell you that I had to withdraw accept-
ance of State hospitality in Kashmir. The people won’t tolerate
any such thing. This is unfortunate. But I did not want to
create bitterness. I therefore yielded. So I shall be the people’s
guest, whatever that may mean. Your programme need not suffer
any alteration. You will be Haksar’s guest though you will stay

1 The statement appeared under ‘Notes”, sub-title, ‘“‘Give up Hunger-
strike”. It was also published in The Hindu, 20-7-1939.

2 In Bengal; vide ‘““Telegram to Rajendra Prasad”, p. 1.

3 A hill State, 22 kilometres from Simla, where, on July 17, police had
opened fire on a crowd that attempted to march into the Palace of Rana Saheb
to present a petition seeking redress of their grievances. Vide also ‘‘Minority
Administration”, pp. 14-7, and ‘Lesson of Dhami”, pp. 45-6.

12
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with me. Only I would like you to precede me if only by a day.
All this, of course, if Dhami can spare you. That affair must
occupy the first place with you.

Nirmalal, Kanam’s mother, comes here today to fetch Kanam.

Here is another letter from Balvantsinha. So you will see
he is getting on. I am glad Sardarsaheb has taken everything in
good part. You will send the letter as before to Segaon with in-
structions to pass on to Kishorelal and Surendra.

The weather continues to be hot although we had a good
shower.

Love.

TYRANT

From the original: C.W. 3931. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 7240

17. LETTER TO DUNICHAND

ABBOTTABAD,
July 20, 1939
DEAR LALA DUNICHAND?,
It is no want of time that prevents me from going to the Pun-
jab. But I feel utterly powerless to do any good. In other words,
it is lack of confidence that keeps me.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanbpHI
From a photostat: G.N. 5585

18. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

ABBOTTABAD,

Fuly 21, 1939

MY DEAR IDIOT,

I don’t like this persistent sadness about you. It is so incon-
sistent with faith in God, faith in human nature, faith in unbreak-
able friendship. However, enough of argument. The sadness will
go in time.

I Ramdas Gandhi’s wife; also called Nimu
2 Member, Punjab Legislative Assembly
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The visit to Kashmir stands cancelled. I am not sorry. I
hope to leave here on 26th for Wardha. The Working Commit-
tee will meet there. Hence I am likely to be a fixture in Segaon
for some time at least, I hope till the Congress time. Will you join
the party or join me in August early?

Dhami is a bad thing. I hope you will reach the truth.
Why not see the Rana yourself ? Study and pursue this case to
the end. I am writing on it. You will have a typed copy.

Love.

TYRANT
From the original: C.W. 3932. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 7241

19. MINORITY ADMINISTRATION

The Chief of Chamba is a minor. The State is therefore
under direct British administration. And the administrator acts
virtually as the Chief and exercises all his powers. A correspondent
from Chamba writes:

Ours is a minority-administered State being directly under the con-
trol of the Paramount Power. We have been pressing for the repeal of
the liberty-penalizing laws which have been enforced during the minority
administration, and we do wish that popular element be introduced
in the temporary administrative council at least during the minority of
the Raja. . ..l In a case like ours the Paramount Power cannot say
that it can’t intervene. If it has to safeguard the rights of the Ruler,
has it not any liability towards the people? . . .2 Will you throw some
light on the question?

The question is pertinent. There is no reason whatsoever why
the people of administered States should not enjoy all the liberty
that those in British India enjoy. Indeed a wise and liberal-minded
administrator of a State has within his jurisdiction greater opportu-
nity for doing good than one in British India proper. A State
administrator has much greater latitude than an official working
under the routine of a Province. The latter is subject to a series
of superiors and has only limited powers. An administrator of a
State is much more than a Governor in his own little State. He is
subject only to general supervision of the Resident of the Agency to
which his State belongs. Therefore there is no excuse whatsoever

1&2 Omissions as in the source
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for any misrule or failure of justice in administered States, if
the Paramount Power’s policy is declared in unambiguous terms
and followed in its entirety. But if the administration is not all it
should be, it shows that there is no well-defined policy of the Para-
mount Power so far as the people of the States are concerned.
There is no insistence on the right being done by the States towards
their people. There should be no such thing as policy of non-
interference by the Paramount Power in so far as the elementary
rights of the people are concerned. The policy of non-interference
can remain unchallenged only so long as the States people are
ignorant of their strength. But there is nowadays too much con-
sciousness among the people of the States to permit of the policy of
non-interference being successful any longer. Denial of justice in
administered States should be unthinkable. Let the people of
Chamba publish unvarnished facts about the state of things there.
I have little doubt that if there is any injustice done there, force
of public opinion will secure the needed redress.

Absence of declared policy by the Paramount Power about the
rights of the people of the States is perhaps glaringly demonstrated
by the happenings in the little hill State of Dhami. The shoot-
ing that took place there would have been impossible if the policy
of the Paramount Power was known. The communique issued by
the Political Agent should not be the last word on the tragedy.
He had no material before him to enable him to form a correct
judgment. Every such firing should be followed up by an open,
quick, judicial inquiry. The Chiefs who get easily frightened and
resort to firing ought not to possess the power they have today over
the lives of their subjects. But the public who have to form an
opinion do not have a fair chance of doing so. They cannot set up
an authoritative inquiry. And a Political Agent’s communique is
no true guide. Take the Dhami communique. I need not chal-
lenge the statements made in it. For aught I know every word
in it may be true. But it cannot command implicit confidence.
In its very nature, it is a one-sided document. The Political
Agent can produce no legal proof in support of his statements. He
does not give the sources of his information. To inspire confi-
dence there should be a judicial enquiry carrying necessary conse-
quences for the wrongdoer or doers whether the wrong done is on
the part of the State or the people. Thus, if the people sought to
overwhelm the Rana, it was undoubtedly wrong as it was if there
was defiance of the order against Shri Bhagmal. It was wrong too
if outsiders joined the alleged demonstration. The lightning ulti-
matum, if it was that, was a preposterous thing deserving severe
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condemnation. Responsible government is made of sterner stuff.
If the principality consists of only 5,000 persons and the revenue is
Rs. 30,000, responsible government is a meaningless term. If
people in every principality will take the law into their own hands,
they will do irreparable damage to the cause. The All-India
States Conference is there to guide them. Every Praja Mandal
should put itself under its guidance in order to enable it to frame
its case for freedom. There seems to be little doubt that there has
been undue haste on the people’s side.

But what about the Rana? Has he been dealing justly by his
people? Was he really in danger of his life to warrant firing in
self-defence? Every crowd is not necessarily a hostile crowd.
Firing ought not to be treated lightly. Human life should have
the same value in a State as in British India. Every firing should
be followed by the closest scrutiny and by suitable action both of
a punitive and of a preventive character. It is the duty of the
Paramount Power to deprive Chiefs of powers of which they do
not know judicious use. The whole question regarding the place
of the States in Greater India requires overhauling.

A new epoch has come replacing the old. With the change
of the times there must be a change in the manners of all parties—
the Paramount Power, the Princes, their people, and last but not
least the Congress if it survives the internal crisis that has over-
taken it. It will be a mistake for the Paramount Power or the
Princes to ignore the Congress, a body under whose shadow the
people of the States from the commencement have been accus-
tomed to grow and flourish. The Congress must guide them. Any
resenting by the Princes or the Paramount Power of guidance of
the people by the Congress must result in an inevitable but wholly
unnecessary clash. How can people who are one in blood and
bound together by the closest social and economic ties be artificially
kept apart for any length of time? Instead of suspecting or
fearing the Congress, surely the proper thing for all concerned
is to welcome the Congress aid whenever it is available for the
common good of both the Princes and the people.

No doubt the Congress will have to recognize its own limita-
tions. It can hope to work with effect only if its work is of a
friendly and peaceful nature. It has to hold the scales evenly
between parties. It must avoid all show of force or coercion.
Thus the reported participation by non-Dhami-ites in the demon-
stration should have been impossible under the Congress aegis. The
Congress influence can be effectively exercised only if it retains its
non-violence. Its only capital is its moral authority. Any other
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position must lead to internecine feud and bloodshed. Dhami
has a lesson which Congressmen have to take to heart. This I say
quite apart from the admitted fact that we do not yet know exact-
ly what happened and where the blame actually lay. In the
absence of a proper judicial inquiry, right action becomes impos-
sible.

ABBOTTABAD, July 22, 1939
Harijan, 29-7-1939

20. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS

ABBOTTABAD,
July 22, 1939

I regret to say that for unavoidable reasons I have been ob-
liged to cancel my Kashmir visit. I must apologize to those who
were led to expect my visit to India’s fairyland.!

The Hindu, 22-7-1939

21. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 22, 1939

CHI. PRABHA,

Your letter arrived here yesterday via Peshawar. It is all right
that you wrote to Rajen Babu, but you must improve your health.
Otherwise you will not be of any use at all. Why do you keep
worrying? We are leaving this place on the 26th and shall reach
Segaon on the 28th. Could you not come to Segaon by that time?

Rajkumari is in Simla. Her address is: Manorville, Simla.
She will perhaps come to Segaon when I go there. Amtul Salaam
is at Sabarmati. Lilavati has joined New Era School, Bombay.
Balkoba? is in Vadilal Sarabhai Sanatorium, Panchgani, and
Krishnachandra is there with him. Sushila will stay on in Delhi
and gain more experience in her old hospital for a month. After
that she will go to Segaon. Nimu came here two days ago. She
will return to Dehra Dun tomorrow with Kanam. After that she

1 Vide also “‘Letter to Jawaharlal Nehru”, pp. 42-3.
2 Balkrishna Bhave

70-2
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too will go over to Segaon. Balvantsinha is getting experience
in a dairy near Lahore.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3534

22. MY NOTES

How 1o AtTAIN TRUTH

Lab Bibando, Chashma Bando, Gosh Band

Gar Nabini Sirre Haq, Bar Ma Bikhand

Keep your lips, eyes and ears closed and laugh at me then if you
do not reach the heart of Truth.

This is a couplet by Maulana Rumi. Off and on Chaman
Kavi of Kutch sends me such valuable verses. When I was at Raj-
kot, he sent me the above verse along with its meaning. I liked it
so much that I wanted to place it before the readers of Harijanbandhu.
At times when we talk nonsense, listen to falsehood or filth and
look at objectionable things, this couplet ought to pierce our
heart like a pointed arrow. The quest for Truth demands a heavy
price. We may not actually close our lips, ears and eyes although
we would lose nothing by closing them. We can, however, certain-
ly do this much. Instead of uttering false or bitter words or
hearing defamatory or useless things or watching lustful scenes,
we may speak the truth at all costs, chant the name of God, hear
His songs, observe the magic of His creation, have darshan of the
saints and hear only such things as will help our progress. It is
only he who does this that will attain the Truth. He alone can
be a true satyagrahi and through his {tapascharya we can get a
glimpse of peaceful swaraj. The rest is all in vain.

[From Gujarati]
Harijanbandhu, 23-7-1939



23. MESSAGE TO BOMBAY GOVERNMENT PROHIBITION
BOARD!

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 23, 1939

I hope that good sense for which Bombay is famous will ulti-
mately prevail and all will combine to make the brave reform
undertaken by the Bombay Ministry the success it deserves to be. I
am quite sure that the removal of the curse of intoxicating drinks
and drugs will confer lasting benefit on the country.

M. K. GanpHI
Harijan, 5-8-1939; also The Bombay Chronicle, 31-7-1939

24. LETTER TO S. K. BOLE

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 23, 1939

DEAR RAO BAHADUR,

I thank you for your letter of 20th instant. I understand your
explanation. I had to deal with the memorial? as it was drawn
up. The last paragraph was incapable of any other meaning. In
the circumstances I imagine it is unnecessary to say anything fur-
ther on my article. But if you think otherwise, I shall insert any
explanation3 you may think fit to send. It should be brief and
to the point.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI
From a photostat: C.W. 4880

1 This is extracted from ‘Notes” in Harijan, which reported that the
message was ‘‘in connection with the introduction of prohibition in Bombay
on August 17

2 The reference is to the Bhandaris’ petition to the Bombay Premier; vide
Vol. LXIX, pp. 397-8.

3 Vide ““‘An Explanation”, 7-8-1939.
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25. LETTER TO DR. B. S. MOONJE

ABBOTTABAD,
July 23, 1939
DEAR DR. MOONJE!,

I like your frank letter?. But I cannot make the response you
desire, for our ways are so hopelessly different.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpuI
Dr. B. S. MoonNjE

19 OrTHODOX QUARTER
Carp Roap, Simra

B. S. Moonje Papers. File No. 24/1939. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library

26. LETTER TO ADOLF HITLER?

As AT WarpHa, C. P., InDIA,
July 23, 1939
DEAR FRIEND,

Friends have been urging me to write to you for the sake of
humanity. But I have resisted their request, because of the feeling
that any letter from me would be an impertinence. Something
tells me that I must not calculate and that I must make my appeal
for whatever it may be worth.

1. Of the Hindu Maha Sabha

2 Dated July 20, which read: ... owing to corruption and rise of viol-
ence in the Congress and the country generally and particularly owing to
non-achievement of Hindu-Muslim unity, you do not feel justified in advising
the Congress to start mass civil disobedience for exercising pressure on the
Government to modify the present Federation according to your wishes. . . .
and yet the Congress is not prepared to accept this Federation. The Govern-
ment on the other hand not being pressed or coerced to modify the Federa-
tion according to your wishes will remain indifferent in the matter, though
it may be tempted to modify it to suit the conveniences of the Muslim
League. The result will be that the Muslim communalism will be still further
strengthened and the hope for Hindu-Muslim unity will disappear for ever.
. . . WIill it not be wise to accept the present Federation in spite of all its
defects and use it as a jumping-ground for further quarrels and gains?...”

3 The Government did not permit this letter to go.
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It is quite clear that you are today the one person in the
world who can prevent a war which may reduce humanity to the
savage state. Must you pay that price for an object however
worthy it may appear to you to be ? Will you listen to the appeal
of one who has deliberately shunned the method of war not without
considerable success? Anyway I anticipate your forgiveness, if
I have erred in writing to you.!

I remain,
Your sincere friend,

Herr HiIiTLER
BERLIN
GERMANY

From a photostat: G.N. 1510

27. LETTER TO AGATHA HARRISON

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 23, 1939

MY DEAR AGATHA,

Further contacts with Lord Linlithgow will come in their own
time. I must hold myself in readiness but must not force the pace.
There is nothing wrong with or in his letter. Only he thinks, he has
gone as far as he could in the matters in which I am interested.
I must not therefore tax him any longer on those matters. I am
now trying to educate public opinion and showing all the parties
how the new technique can work.

About Federation the position is absolutely clear so far as I am
concerned. It is perfectly true that if my conditions were fulfilled,
I would accept Federation and so would the Congress, I feel sure.
But there is no atmosphere for the fulfilment of those conditions.
There is no strength behind my ‘demands’. And the British
Government cannot give what cannot be taken and held by the
grantee. I want you to believe that everything will come right in
its own time. Herewith copy of my letter? to Hitler just going.

Love.

Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 1509

1 Vide also ‘‘Statement to the Press”, 5-9-1939.
2 Vide the preceding item.



28. SPEECH AT ABBOTTABAD
[Fuly 23, 1939]!

I hardly thought, when I came here, that you would present
me with an address even this time too, on my third? visit to your
province. I had thought I had sufficiently identified myself with
your province to be entitled to be regarded as one of you and
therefore above the need of such formalities as the presentation of an
address. Should I suppose that I have still to win my spurs? Last
time you gave me an address and a purse. But this time you have
given me only an address and no purse. May I inquire how I have
merited this ‘fall from grace’ ?

I have more than once heard the complaint that the establish-
ment of Hindu-Muslim unity is being delayed owing to lack of suffi-
cient effort in its behalf on my part, that if only I would concentrate
myself on it exclusively it could be realized today. May I assure
you that if I do not seem to be doing that today, it is not because
my passion for Hindu-Muslim unity has grown less. But I have
realized, as I had never done before, my own imperfection as an
instrument for this high mission and the inadequacy of mere exter-
nal means for the attainment of big objects. I have learnt more
and more to resign myself utterly to His grace.

If you could dissect my heart, you would find that the prayer
and spiritual striving for the attainment of Hindu-Muslim unity goes
on there unceasingly all the twenty-four hours without even a
moment’s interruption, whether I am awake or asleep. I want
Hindu-Muslim unity if only because I know that without it there
can be no swaraj. Let no one imagine that because the Hindus
constitute the majority community they can win swaraj for India
or even for themselves by organizing civil disobedience without the
backing or support of the other communities. Civil disobedience of
the purest type, as I have often repeated, can be effective even if it
is confined to a few. But then these few must represent in their
persons the united will and strength of the whole nation. Is it not
the same in armed warfare ? The fighting forces need the backing
and co-operation of the entire civil population. Without it they

1 From The Hindustan Times. Harijan, however, has July 24.
2The two earlier visits were in May and October-November, 1938.
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would be crippled. I must be impatient for Hindu-Muslim unity
because I am impatient for swaraj. And I have full faith that true
and lasting heart-unity between the Hindus and Mussalmans, not a
merely patched-up political compromise, will come sooner or later,
sooner perhaps than later. That dream has filled my being since
my earliest childhood. I have the vividest recollection of my
father’s days, how the Hindus and Mussalmans of Rajkot used to
mix together and participate in one another’s domestic functions
and ceremonies like blood brothers. I believe that those days will
dawn once again over this country. The present bickerings and
petty recriminations between the communities are an unnatural
aberration. They cannot last for ever.

The greatest of things in this world are accomplished not
through unaided human effort. They come in their own good time.
God has his own way of choosing His instruments. Who knows, in
spite of my incessant heart-prayer I may not be found worthy for
this great work. We must all keep our loins girt and our lamps
well trimmed; we do not know when or on whom His choice may
fall. You may not shirk your responsibility by shoving it all on
me. Pray for me that my dream may be fulfilled in my lifetime.
We must never give way to despair or pessimism. God’s ways are
more than man’s arithmetic.

It has grieved me to find that internal squabbles have begun to
fill the Congress ranks in this province too. Yesterday I was closet-
ed for over an hour with the members of your Provincial Congress
Committee. They asked me to show them a way out. I suggest
to you that the solution lies in your own hands. You have adopted
Khan Saheb Abdul Ghaffar Khan as your uncrowned chieftain. You
have given him the proud titles of ‘Badshah Khan’ and ‘Fakhr-e-
Afghan’. Let his word be law to you as it was before. He does
not believe in argument. He speaks from his heart. You must
learn to sink your individual differences and work together like a
team under him if the titles that you have bestowed upon him
are to be vindicated, and not remain as mere lip compliments.

Then there is the question of poverty among the Frontier masses.
I am told that many of them hardly get enough to eat. It is a
humiliating reflection that a sturdy race like the Pathans should
be in that plight. But here again the remedy lies largely with you.
You must teach the people to work with their hands and realize
the dignity of labour. The Ministry can and will, of course, provide
facilities. But the spade-work will have to be done by volunteers.

May God show you the right way. I know thateven when we
quarrel amongst ourselves it is only to hasten the advent of
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independence in the fond hope that independence will prove a
solvent of all our ills. May our passion for independence prove
a uniting bond stronger than all the differences that divide us.

Harijan, 5-8-1939; also The Hindustan Times, 24-7-1939

29. TELEGRAM TO AMRIT KAUR

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 24, 1939
Rajrumart AmriT Kaur
Simra WEST

CAN YOU JOIN ME DELHI TWENTY-SEVENTH WAY WAR-

DHA? TELL HIMALAYAN PRAJA MANDAL! I CAN SEE
THEM DELHI TWENTY-SEVENTH. LOVE.

Baru

From the original: C.W. 3933. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 7242

30. TELEGRAM TO DR. D. D. GILDER
ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 24, 1939

Dr. GILDER
Excise MINISTER

BomBay
MATTER  REGARDING  SABBATH WAS  FORGOTTEN.  WIRING?
“JEWISH TRIBUNE’  TODAY. REGARDING DOLES YOU  ARE
RIGHT.

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

1 Of Dhami; vide also letters to the addressee, pp. 12 and 14.

2 The telegram sent by Mahadev Desai read: ¢Kindly supply Dr. Gilder,
Excise Minister, religious directions about Sabbath use of wine by Jews with
authorities.” Vide also ‘‘Notes”, 10-9-1939, sub-title, ‘‘Intoxicating Wines and
Judaism”.



31. LETTER TO N. S. HARDIKAR

ABBOTTABAD,

Fuly 24, 1939
DEAR DR. HARDIKARI,

I am quite clear in my mind that we need a strong volunteer
organization. But I know that I cannot tackle the problem. You
should consult Jawaharlal. He is the man to guide. I retain the
opinion that before we can have a central body, we should have
provincial bodies. We can’t create a centre out of nothing. The
tragedy is that we have not in any single province an organization
that can be a pattern for the rest.

You must become well.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From the original: N. S. Hardikar Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library. Also Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

32. TELEGRAM TO AMRIT KAUR

ABBOTTABAD,
Fuly 25, 1939

Rajgumart AmriT KAur
MANORVILLE
Simra WEsT

STAYING WITH ZOHRA ANSARI NEAR HARIJAN COLONY.
PRAJA MANDAL MAY MEET TWO. LOVE.

Baru
From the original: C.W. 3934. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 7243

1 Organizing Secretary, Hindustani Seva Dal
25



33. LETTER TO SIKANDAR HYAT KHAN

ABBOTTABAD,
July 25, 1939

DEAR SIR SIKANDAR,

Pray accept my thanks for your very clear letter! of 20th
instant. I accept your suggestion that I may consult the Working
Committee and give you its opinion. The Committee is likely to
meet on the 9th proximo.

As to the Harijan electorates, I do hope that separate electo-
rates will not be countenanced. It is one thing to have separate
electorates for Muslims, but wholly different to have such divisions
among the same community.

Yours sincerely,

Sir SikaNDAR HyaTt KHAN

Gandhi-Nehru Papers, 1939. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

34. DISCUSSION WITH CHARLES FABRI?

ABBOTTABAD,
[On or before Fuly 26, 193973

caNDHIJI: It is a difficult thing to explain fully what I do
when I pray. But I must try to answer your question. The
Divine Mind is unchangeable, but that Divinity is in everyone and
everything—animate and inanimate. The meaning of prayer is that

1 Vide Appendix 1.

2 This appeared under the title ‘‘A Dialogue with a Buddhist” by
Mahadev Desai, who explains: ‘... an archaeologist .. . Dr. Fabri
. . . has been in India for many years. He was a pupil of Prof. Sylvain
Levi and came out as assistant to the famous archaeologist, Sir Aurel Stein.
.. . He is a Hungarian and had in the past corresponded with Gandhiji
and even sympathetically fasted with him. He had come to Abbottabad
specially to see Gandhiji. . . . He was particularly exercised about the form
and content of prayer and would very much like to know what kind of
prayer Gandhiji said. Could the Divine Mind be changed by prayer? Could
one find it out by prayer?”

3 Gandhiji left Abbottabad on July 26, 1939.
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I want to evoke that Divinity within me. Now I may have that
intellectual conviction, but not a living touch. And so when I pray
for swaraj or independence for India I pray or wish for ade-
quate power to gain that swaraj or to make the largest contribution
I can towards winning it, and I maintain that I can get that power
in answer to prayer.

FABRI: Then you are not justified in calling it prayer. To pray means
to beg or demand.

Yes, indeed. You may say I beg it of myself, of my Higher
Self, the Real Self with which I have not yet achieved complete
identification. You may therefore describe it as a continual long-
ing to lose oneselfin the Divinity which comprises all.

And you use an old form to evoke this?

I do. The habit of a lifetime persists, and I would allow it to
be said that I pray to an outside Power. I am part of that Infi-
nite, and yet such an infinitesimal part that I feel outside it.
Though I give you the intellectual explanation, I feel, without
identification with the Divinity, so small that I am nothing.
Immediately I begin to say I do this thing and that thing, I begin to
feel my unworthiness and nothingness, and feel that someone else,
some Higher Power, has to help me.

Tolstoy says the same thing. Prayer really is complete meditation and
melting into the Higher Self, though one occasionally does lapse in implora-
tion like that of a child to his father.

Pardon me, I would not call it a lapse. It is more in the
fitness of things to say that I pray to God who exists somewhere up
in the clouds, and the more distant He is, the greater is my longing
for Him and [I] find myself in His presence in thought. And
thought as you know has a greater velocity than light. Therefore
the distance between me and Him, though so incalculably great,
is obliterated. He is so far and yet so near.

It becomes a matter of belief, but some people like me are cursed with
an acute critical faculty. For me there is nothing higher than what Buddha
taught, and no great master. For Buddha alone among the teachers of the
world said: ‘Don’t believe implicitly what I say. Don’t accept any dogma
or any book as infallible.” There is for me no infallible book in the world, in-
asmuch as all were made by men, however inspired they may have been. I
cannot hence believe in a personal idea of God, a Maharaja sitting on the
Great White Throne listening to our prayers. I am glad that your prayer is
on different level.
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Let me remind you that you are again only partially true
when you say my prayer is on a different level. I told you that
the intellectual conviction that I gave you is not eternally present
with me. What is present is the intensity of faith whereby I lose
myself in an Invisible Power. And so it is far truer to say that
God has done a thing for me than that I did it. So many things
have happened in my life for which I had intense longing, but
which I could never have achieved myself. And I have always said
to my co-workers it was in answer to my prayer. I did not say
to them it was in answer to my intellectual effort to lose myself in
the Divinity in me! The easiest and the correct thing for me was
to say, ‘God has seen me through my difficulty.’

But that you deserved by your karma. God is Justice and not Mercy.
You are a good man and good things happen to you.

No fear. I am not good enough for things to happen like that.
If T went about with that philosophical conception of karma, I
should often come a cropper. My karma would not come to my help.
Although I believe in the inexorable law of karma I am striving to
do so many things; every moment of my life is a strenuous endeavour
which is an attempt to build up more karma, to undo the past and
add to the present. It is therefore wrong to say that because my past
is good, good is happening at present. The past would be soon
exhausted, and I have to build up the future with prayer. I tell
you karma alone is powerless. ‘Ignite this match,” I say to myself,
and yet I cannot if there is no co-operation from without. Before
I strike the match my hand is paralysed or I have only one match
and the wind blows it off. Is it an accident or God or Higher
Power? Well, I prefer to use the language of my ancestors or of
children. I am no better than a child. We may try to talk learn-
edly and of books, but when it comes to brass tacks—when we
are face to face with a calamity—we behave like children and begin
to cry and pray and our intellectual belief gives no satisfaction!

I know, very highly developed men to whom belief in God gives in-
credible comfort and help in the building of character. But there are some
great spirits that can do without it. That is what Buddhism has taught me.

But Buddhism is one long prayer.

Buddha asked everyone to find salvation from himself. He never prayed,

he meditated.

Call it by whatever name you like, it is the same thing. Look
at his statues.

But they are not true to life. They are 400 years later than his death.
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Well, give me your own history of Buddha as you may have
discovered it. I will prove that he was a praying Buddha. The
intellectual conception does not satisfy me. I have not given you
a perfect and full definition as you cannot describe your own
thought. The very effort to describe is a limitation. It defies
analysis and you have nothing but scepticism as the residue.

What about the people who cannot pray?

‘Be humble,” I would say to them, ‘and do not limit even the
real Buddha by your own conception of Buddha.” He could not
have ruled the lives of millions of men that he did and does
today if he was not humble enough to pray. There is something
infinitely higher than intellect that rules us and even the sceptics.
Their scepticism and philosophy does not help them in critical
periods of their lives. They need something better, something outside
them that can sustain them. And so if someone puts a co-
nundrum before me, I say to him, ‘You are not going to know the
meaning of God or prayer unless you reduce yourself to a cipher.
You must be humble enough to see that in spite of your greatness
and gigantic intellect you are but a speck in the universe. A merely
intellectual conception of the things of life is not enough. It is the
spiritual conception which eludes the intellect, and which alone
can give one satisfaction. Even monied men have critical periods
in their lives; though they are surrounded by everything that
money can buy and affection can give, they find at certain moments
in their lives utterly distracted. It is in these moments that we
have a glimpse of God, a vision of Him who is guiding every one of
our steps in life. It is prayer.’

You mean what we might call a true religious experience which is
stronger than intellectual conception. Twice in life I had that experience, but
I have since lost it. But I now find great comfort in one or two sayings of
Buddha: ‘Selfishness is the cause of sorrow.” ‘Remember, monks, everything is
fleeting.” To think of these takes almost the place of belief.

That is prayer.

What would you say to the right of man to dispose of his life? Life as
life T hold of very little importance.

I think that man has a perfect right to dispose of his life under
certain circumstances. A co-worker!, suffering from leprosy, know-
ing that his disease was incurable and that his life was as much an
agony for those who had to serve him as it was for him, recently
decided to end his life by abstaining from food and water. I blessed

1 Parachure Shastri
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the idea. I said to him: ‘If you really think you can stand the trial
you may do so.” I said this to him for I knew how different it is
to die by inches from, say, suddenly killing oneself by drowning or
poisoning. And my warning was fully justified, for someone tempted
him with the hope that there was one who could cure leprosy,
and I now hear that he has resumed eating and put himself under
his treatment!

The criticism seems to me to be that if one’s mind is completely obscur-
ed by pain, the best thing for him would be to seek nirvana. A man may not
be ill but he may be tired of the struggle.

No, no. My mind rejects this suicide. The criterion is not
that one is tired of life, but that one feels that one has become
a burden on others and therefore wants to leave the world.
One does not want to fly from pain but from having to become
an utter burden on others. Otherwise one suffers greater pain in
a violent effort to end one’s agony. But supposing I have a cancer,
and it is only a question of time for me to pass away, I would even
ask my doctor to give me a sleeping draught and thereby have the
sleep that knows no waking. . . .!

Now according to you I should have no business to stay if I
feel I have finished my task. And I do think I have finished mine!

No. I am convinced that you can serve humanity for many vyears.
Millions are praying for your life. And though I can neither pray nor desire
anything—

Yes, the English language is so elastic that you can find another
word to say the same thing.

Yes, I can unselfishly opine that you have many vyears before you.

Well, that’s it. You have found the word! Here too let me
tell you there is the purely intellectual conception of a man being
unable tolive. If he has not the desire to live, the body will perish
for the mere absence of the desire to live.

Harijan, 19-8-1939

1 Here, Mahadev Desai explains: ‘‘Dr. Fabri got up to go with the parting
wish that there may be many more years of helpful activity left for Gandhiji.”



35. LETTER TO SAMPURNANAND

O~ THE TRAIN,
July 26, 1939

BHAI SAMPURNANANDJI!,
I got your wire last night. The decision to open 2,000 schools

for basic education is indeed glorious. I feel that your effort will
be crowned with success. I congratulate you on this enterprise.

Yours,
M. K. GanpuI
From Hindi: C.W. 10259. Courtesy: Kashi Vidyapeeth
36. TELEGRAM TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
DevrHI,

Fuly 27, 1939
JawanarrarL NEHRU
CArRE CONGRESS
G[ircAauM], B[omBa]Y
YOU HAVE DONE BRAVELY AND SPIRITEDLY.2
Baru

Gandhi-Nehru Papers, 1939. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

1 Education Minister, United Provinces

2 The addressee had just returned from his Ceylon tour. Vide also ‘‘Letter
to Jawaharlal Nehru”, pp. 42-3.
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37. SPEECH AT HARIJAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL, DELHI!

Fuly 27, 1939

I congratulate myself that I am here to give away the certifi-
cates to the first batch of students leaving the school which was
established in 1936. But the fact that they have won the certi-
ficates throws a good deal of responsibility on their as well as my
shoulders—mine because my blessings, which are being given from
the depth of my heart, must bear fruit. That only time can show.
Shri Viyogi Hari will have to maintain contact with the boys who
are going out today. It will have to be a contact as close as that
between parents and children. The parents’ interest in the child-
ren is all the more when the children go away from them for
work in distant places. He will keep me informed of your progress.

The responsibility will be no less yours to be worthy of the
training you have received, of the clean life you have lived, and of
the uplifting contacts you have formed here. My blessings will be
no use if you will not fulfil your trust. Your responsibility is enhanced
by the fact that you will go out as representatives of Harijans
and you will have to reflect in your life there the life you have
lived here. Your contribution to the destruction of untouchability
will be in proportion to the cleanness and purity of the life you live
and the service you will render to your community. Hinduism, you
will remember, cannot live if untouchability remains, and you will
have to make yourselves volunteer workers in the sacred cause.

Shri Viyogi Hari said that it was difficult to make the tailoring
department self-supporting. There must then be something wrong
with the training given. Every craft is being taught, or ought to be
taught, on a self-supporting basis. You students ought to ascertain
from time to time from Viyogiji whether the work you turn out is
paying enough and if not wherein lies the defect. Only then will
you be able to make your school an ideal industrial school. If you

I This appeared under the title ‘“‘Among Harijan Boys” by Mahadev
Desai, who explains that Gandhiji presided over the first convocation of the
school which imparted a system of education-cum-manual training comprising
carpentry, tailoring, leather work and paper-making. The Hindustan Times,
28-7-1939, reported that Viyogi Hari, Superintendent of the school, read out
the report, and that Gandhiji, before his speech, gave away certificates to
all the 21 students and then presented some spinning-wheels made by the
institution to those who had distinguished themselves in spinning.
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LETTER TO RADHAKRISHNA BAJAJ 33

pay for your training through your work, you will never have diffi-
culty in after life in earning your bread.

Those who leave the institution ought to get work wherever
they go; and if those who are fully qualified fail to get work, it
is the duty of the industrial school to find work for them. Let no
one think that they get here an inferior kind of training fit only
for the poorest people. The training they receive is in my opinion
superior to what the most well-to-do boys receive elsewhere. It will
depend on you to show by the work you do that it is in no way
inferior to similar training imparted by any other institution. Itis my
firm opinion that useful as the other activities of the Harijan Sevak
Sangh are, its educational activity in a home like this is the most
useful. For if this institution throws up even a few boys of sterling
worth who would give themselves to the service of the Harijans, they
will solve the problem of untouchability in a most substantial manner.

May you live straight and clean lives, and thus be the represent-
atives not only of the Harijans but of the millions of non-Harijans
who want to serve the Harijans.

Harijan, 5-8-1939

38. LETTER TO RADHAKRISHNA BAJAY

OnN THE TRrAIN,
Fuly 27, 1939

CHI. RADHAKISANI,

I shall reach Wardha tomorrow. Write all details to that
address.

Is it necessary to send Mahadev for a meeting with Jamnalal?
Shankerlal? has sent a telegram. Mahadev has been sent to Calcutta
in connection with the prisoners.> On his return I can send him
if necessary. How is Jamnalal’s health now?

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 9127

1 Son of Jamnalal Bajaj’s brother
2 Shankerlal Banker
3 Vide also ‘‘Statement to the Press”, p. 12.
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39. SUMMARY OF INDUSTRIAL SURVEY COMMITTEE
REPORT!

An Industrial Survey Committee was appointed by the
Central Provinces Government on 15th December last on the
following terms:

1. To review the work done in the province by the Department
of Industries since its establishment.

2. To supervise the collection of data relating to large, small and
especially cottage industries from previous publications and reports by an
officer appointed for the purpose.

3. To advise the officer-in-charge as regards the lines on which the
industrial survey of the province should be undertaken and to review
its progress from time to time.

4. To visit typical villages, study their economic condition and exa-
mine the possibility of reviving cottage industries, and in doing so to take
the advice and guidance of the All-India Spinners’ Association and the
All-India Village Industries Association.

5. To report on the industrial possibilities of the raw materials
available in the province, with special reference to the forest and mineral
resources.

6. To report on the measures which Government can undertake to
promote industrial development within the province, especially of cottage
industries in the villages, and to suggest methods for financing the same
or otherwise promoting them.

The Committee consists of the following ten members:

Chairman: Shri J. C. Kumarappa, Wardha.

Members: Shri Chaturbhujbhai Jasani, M. L. A., Gondia; Shri V. V.
Subhedar, M. L. A., Saugar; Shri K. P. Ghaira, General Manager, Central
Provinces Syndicate, Limited, Nagpur; Shri R. N. Jha, Secretary, Berar
Chamber of Commerce, Akola; Shri K. P. Sagreiya, I.F.S., Sylviculturist,
Central Provinces and Berar; Dr. A. N. Kapanna, Demonstrator of
Chemistry, College of Science, Nagpur; Shri Walter Dutt, Bar-at-Law,
Nagpur; the Director of Industries, Central Provinces and Berar; Dr. R. S.
Thakur, Officer on Special Duty in connection with Laxminarayan

1 This appeared under the title “An Original Report” in six instalments.
The item is placed here under the date of publication of the last instalment
in the series. Only relevant portions from the extracts summarizing the
report are reproduced here.
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SUMMARY OF INDUSTRIAL SURVEY COMMITTEE REPORT 35

Institute of Technology, Nagpur University, Nagpur. He will also act as
Secretary to the Committee.

The Committee is empowered to appoint sub-committees and to
co-opt members for specific purposes.

To this number the following two more were added under the
Gazette Notification of Resolution No. 175-89-A-VII, dated the
12th January, 1939:

Shrimati Sarahamma Ittyerah, M.A., Wardha (late Professor of
Economics, Lahore); Shri E. R. Mahajani, Managing Director, Shri
Laxmi Oil Mills Company, Limited, Akola.

The Proceedings of the Committee were inaugurated on 15th
January last. The survey began on 21Ist January and was finished
on 6th February. 207 students including eight women volunteered
their services. 14 persons were co-opted to lead the survey party.
The party was divided into groups of 10 students each. It surveyed
606 villages covering a population of 15 lakhs paying an annual
revenue of over 11 lakhs. The survey cost was Rs. 3,000 in round
numbers, i.e., Rs. 5 per village. The whole expense amounted to
one tenth of the estimates.

The report covers 46 pages of hand-made paper, foolscap
size.

The party travelled third class, but when some members saw
during their survey that old women were picking grass seeds for
food they declined to draw even the third-class fare. The party
satisfied itself with such lodgings and food as the villagers had.
Nothing was specially prepared for them.

Prof. Kumarappa says to me in a covering note:

1. Ours is not an academic survey where mathematical accuracy
is the one goal.

2. Neither is it a propagandic survey to gather ‘evidence’ to prove
preconceived theories.

3. Nor is it a clinical survey to further the knowledge of the science
of economics.

4. Tt is a diagnostic survey done in a short time with the set pur-
pose of saving the patient’s life by a suitable prescription, and this is
national planning—not planning for a whole country as such, but planning
the economic activity of each individual in relation to the raw material
available within the field of our operations.

One member of the staff, an M. A. in economics, argued that without
detailed statistics it would be impossible to prove whether the villagers
are poor and are getting poorer. I took him with me into the villages,
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showed him the houses in disrepair and one three-storeyed house, half
fallen down, and the goldsmiths sitting idle.

This is no doubt a rough and ready argument. But if most
of our villages contain ruins of well-built houses and artisans without
occupation, surely the evidence of poverty is more complete and
convincing than cold statistics which may prove everything or
nothing.

The report which is Part I of Vol. 1 (Vol. 2 and Part II are
to follow) contains six chapters and three short dissenting notes by
Drs. Thakur and Kapanna and Shri Sagreiya. The dissenters
chiefly emphasize the necessity of industrialization though they
acknowledge that village industries need the help recommended by
the main report.

Chapter two dealing with “General Considerations’ stamps the
report as an original document and shows that it is not to be
pigeon-holed as most such reports are but should be given effect
to without delay. The only way to do so is, as pointed out in the
report, to invite the A.I.S. A. and the A. I. V. I. A. to help the
Government to carry out the recommendations.

I give below a full summary! of the chapter on ‘General
Considerations™. . . .

The reader might have thought that my examination of the
Kumarappa Committee’s report on the Industrial Survey of the
Central Provinces was concluded. The fact is that constant travelling
and preoccupations disabled me from pursuing the examination
with the regularity I had intended. The long journey to the Fron-
tier Province has provided the opportunity to continue and finish
the examination.

The last instalment brought up the examination to the chapter
two. The third is no less important. The survey of 606 villages
revealed to the Committee the painful fact that the average income
of the villager per head was no more than Rs. 12. This need not
startle the arm-chair scientist who relies for his figures on books,
and who has been taught to believe that it is anything between
Rs. 60 to Rs. 80. Both are right from their own standpoints
and data. The figure of 65 to 80 is an all-India average which
includes the income of millionaires, middlemen and zamindars.

1 This appeared under eight sub-headings: ‘‘Functions of the State”,
“Taxes and Expenditure”, ‘“‘Capital and Labour Wealth”, ‘“Mercy and Baiter
Economics”, ‘“Barter and Government Funds”, ‘““Raw Materials, Production
and Profit”, ‘‘Administrative or Creative Efficiency”’ and ‘Impediment to
Production”.
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The figure has a purpose of its own. But for the Kumarappa
Committee the figure 65 would be wholly false. The figure 12 is
accurate and truly scientific. That Committee was concerned with
the average income of the villagers only. The Committee says:

Our survey showed that most of the industries are tottering. There
are hardly any which can be said to be even in a normal state. The tax-
able capacity of the people is rapidly going down and if the matter is not
taken in hand immediately, the time is fast approaching when the Gov-
ernment will get nothing from the people. . ..

The meagreness of the income shows itself in the diet of the
people. Thus the report says:

.. . Their food is largely rice or some other grain, sometimes taken
as gruel to fill themselves up with water, but the tragedy of the situation
is that even this little amount of rice that is available to them is polished
rice making their diet even worse. They hardly get the chaff. This makes
it incumbent on the Government to see that at least the rice that is
given to the poor people has all its nutritive elements left in it. . ..

There are other valuable hints on the subject of diet for which
I must refer the reader to the original.

There is a brief reference to agriculture. Here is an excerpt
from it:

... We have, in a way, already touched upon the question of pay-
ment of revenues. In addition to this, the land tenure appears to us
to require careful examination. ... A great deal of harm has been done
and is being done because of the wunscientific dues taken without
careful planning. During our survey we found that very little attention
is being paid to renew the fertility of the soil. . . . It is time that the
Agricultural Department took this function of re-fertilizing the soil on its
own shoulders and supplied to the farmers manure from various depots
in the villages at the proper season, getting back their return at the time
of their harvest. Manufacture of artificial fertilizers should form a key
industry. Seeds also may be given out. . ..

On the methods of production the Committee says:

.. . large-scale organized industries are rendered various services
and are granted concessions by the Government which enable them to
produce cheaply, while village and cottage units hardly get even the
recognition of their existence, not to mention services and concessions. . . .
Cottage and village industries, as long as their natural tendency is to
distribute wealth, have a definite unchallengeable place in the eco-
nomy of a nation and more especially in that of our country. A careful
examination will reveal that any cheapness in production in large-scale
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industries or any economies that may be effected are not necessarily in-
herent in the method of production. It is largely due to expenditure which
should be debited to this method of production being spread over the
whole country.

Chapter four deals with the Department of Industries. The
report has some trenchant remarks on it. Here is a summary:

...As it is organized today, the department is not equipped to
direct industries, it is nothing but a glorified inspectorate. . .. The organ-
ization of a department of this kind should be such that every villager
will turn to it naturally for help and advice.. . . This department should
be the pivot round which the productivity of the masses should revolve.
It should provide direct help in every way—scientific, financial and techni-
cal....

The suggestion that has been made here is on the lines on which
the All-India Village Industries Association and the All-India Spinners’
Association are already working successfully. At the headquarters of the
All-India Village Industries Association at Maganwadi, Wardha, various
types of village industries are being carried on. Students are trained in
the industries and for village work. A certain amount of scientific re-
search is made. The goods produced are marketed in a shop organized by
the Association. There is attached to it the Magan Sangrahalaya which
is a museum of the type that is described hereinafter. The Spinners’
Association has emphasized all these points and, in addition, has organ-
ized the village producers, and built up a network of shops all over the
country to find outlets for the products of the organizations in the vil-
lages. ...

It is worthy of note that the Director of Industries who is a
member of the Committee, has endorsed these remarks about his
department. He deserves congratulation for his detached and
impartial outlook.

The following instructive analysis of the distribution of expen-
diture deserves more than a passing attention:

Education 0-3-5%
General Administration 0-3-0
Collection of Revenues 0-3-0
Police and Jails 0-3-0
Justice 0-1-3
Medical and Public Health 0-1-0
Agriculture, Veterinary, Civil Works 0-1-1
Co-operative Credit 0-0-1
Industries 0-0-1%

Re. 1-0-0
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Where industries, i.e., village economy takes only 1} pies
there is surely something rotten in the State of Denmark.
And, as the Committee has truly observed, this money is spent
largely on mere administrative work. If this department was run as
it should be, the villages will be prosperous, and to that extent they
would add to the prosperity of the State. It is wrong for the State
to absorb three annas out of 16 for general administration and
police and jails respectively.

The fifth chapter which deals with the survey is really intro-
ductory to the sixth and last which describes the village industries
in detail. The condition of the villages is thus described:

... The primary needs of the people suggest that sanitary sur-
roundings and fresh and wholesome water-supply must form a first charge
on the revenues of the villages as it affects the health of the people.
Unfortunately, water-supply has been neglected, especially the supply of
water to the Harijan families. Whatever may be said against social cus-
toms, we cannot wait until these have been reformed to enable these

downtrodden communities to get water. .. .

The report has the following remarks on the condition of the
industries in the villages:

... In our survey we noticed everywhere all manner of industries
interposed without any policy or plan. The result of it all is that today
we find the villages disintegrating. . . .

This shows that the villages have been criminally neglected
in the past. If the Congress Governments will carry out the pro-
fessed intention of the Congress, they will reconstruct the lives of the
villagers and make them utilize their time so as to supply most of
their own wants. As the report points out, the Governments have
to do two things: (1) to prevent interference with the village eco-
nomy by preventing foreign goods from entering the villages, and by
preventing our own merchants from introducing milled flour, rice,
oil, etc. These impose idleness on the villagers, and the polished,
devitalized food products undermine their health. Secondly and
side by side with these preventive measures must go improvement
in the methods of conducting the existing industries so as to make
them more paying, and introduction of new industries in accordance
with the condition of particular villages in regard to raw material.
And if the venture is to succeed, the planning will have to include
the taking up by the State of the goods produced by the villagers not
for self-consumption but for sale outside the villages of production.

Among the village industries noted by the Committee are
paddy-husking, flour-grinding, oil-pressing, gur-making, sugar
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manufacture, bee-keeping, pottery, glass-work, soap-making, cotton
processes (i.e., picking, ginning, carding, spinning, weaving),
washing, dyeing, wool-spinning, weaving, sheep-breeding, carpen-
try, smithy, sericulture, mat-weaving, rope-making, tanning, disposal
of carcasses, pisciculture, poultry-breeding, dairy-farming, shoe-mak-
ing, brass and metal wares, toy-making, goldsmithy, paper-making,
transport, lac industry, bamboo, match manufacture, etc. Among
the industries is b7di-making.  This is what the Committee has to say
on this industry:

Bidi manufacture is a very lucrative but a harmful industry in this
province. . . . Naturally, as other industries are not available to those
who are willing to work, this industry attracts labour at very low rates
considering the subsistence level of wages. At all events they are able to
make two and a half annas to three annas a day which, as wages go in
the villages today, is high. . . .

The Committee has made practical suggestions on all the
industries. No summary can do justice to the hints given under
each heading. The curious must procure the report and study
it.  The Government should issue a cheap and handy edition,
and have a translation in Hindustani at least. The report is useful
for other provinces also. The Governments in the other provinces
should therefore procure copies and instruct their Directors to study
and act in the spirit of the report. I hope that the Central Provinces
Government will carry out in full the recommendations made by the
Committee.

Harijan, 20-5-1939, 3-6-1939, 15-7-1939, 22-7-1939 and 29-7-1939



40. NOTES

More TeEmpLEs THROWN OPEN

Raja Shri Rajaram Raja Saheb is the senior Prince and heredi-
tary trustee of Tanjore Palace Devasthanams. He has 90 temples
under his charge including the famous temple called Shri Brihad-
ishwara. He has thrown open all these temples to Harijans as a
purely voluntary act of reparation to Harijans and thus hastened the
process of purification that Hinduism is going through. It is a great
and good thing that the Raja Saheb has done. He deserves the
congratulations of all those who believe that untouchability is a
blot on Hinduism. The accounts I have received from Shrimati
Rameshwari Nehru of the enthusiasm she has witnessed in the South
in favour of opening temples to Harijans, show that the reform is
genuine and is going to be lasting. She is a very careful observer.
She says her meetings are attended by thousands of persons who
follow every word of what she has to say. This is done through able
interpretation. And she says that her listeners gladly endorse her
sentiments. All this is a distinct improvement upon the past.
Thus, though much has been done, much more remains to be
done before Hindu reformers can rest on their oars. Temple
reform has to go side by side with temple-entry. If the reform is
not superficial but is an index of the desire for purification of
Hinduism and Hindus, it must be accompanied by purification of
the temples in every respect. Their sanctity and popularity should
increase. The admission of Harijans to the temples should mean
an automatic uplift in their lives. These things will not happen
unless Harijan sevaks increase their vigilance, redouble their zeal
and feel themselves uplifted by the reform they have helped to
bring about. Reforms like the throwing open of temples to Hari-
jans should bring with them a general levelling up in the lives of
those who are engaged in and affected by them.!

SEcaoN, July 29, 1939
Harijan, 5-8-1939

1 Vide also Vol. LXIX, pp. 421-3.
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41. TELEGRAM TO SIKANDAR HYAT KHAN

SEGAON,
Fuly 29, 1939

Sir SikaNDAR HyaT KuoAN

SiMLA
THANKS WIRE!, NO NEED APOLOGY SUCH THINGS
COMMON LOT OF PUBLIC  MEN.

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

42. LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

SEGAON, WARDHA,
Fuly 29, 1939

MY DEAR JAWAHARLAL,

Instead of guiding the Dhami people I have passed them on
to you? I feel that you should discharge this burden without
any interference from me. The idea in the States seems to be to
isolate and ignore the Congress and hence the States Conference.
I have already suggested? in Hargjan that no State Association or
Mandal should act on its own without reference to your committee.
I should act, if at all, through you; i.e., when you refer to me, I
should give my opinion as I do in respect of the Working Commit-
tee. I told the Gwalior people also likewise yesterday. You will
have to reorganize your committee a bit, if it is to function pro-
erly.
b YAfter all I could not go to Kashmir. Sheikh Abdullah and his
friends won’t tolerate the idea of my being State guest. Banking
on my past experience, I had accepted State offer in anticipation
of Sheikh Abdullah’s approval. But I saw that I was mistaken. I

1Tn this, dated July 27, the addressee expressed apology for the un-
seemly demonstration by the Shias at Lahore Railway Station on July 26.

2 A deputation on behalf of the Himalayan States People’s Conference
met Gandhiji at Delhi on July 27, and apprised him of the firing in Dhami.

3 Vide pp. 14-7.

4 Standing Committee of All-India States People’s Conference, of which
Jawaharlal Nehru was President
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LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM 43

therefore cancelled the acceptance of the State hospitality and
accepted the Sheikh’s. This embarrassed the State. So I cancel-
led the visit altogether. I was guilty of double stupidity—in daring
to think of going there without you and in not getting Sheikh’s
permission before accepting the State offer. I had thought that I
would serve the people by accepting the State offer. I must confess
that I was not pleased with my contact [with] the Sheikh and his
friends. They seemed to all of us to be most unreasonable. Khan
Saheb reasoned with them. But it was to no purpose.

Your visit to Ceylon was glorious. I don’t mind what the
immediate outcome is. Saleh Tyabji asks me to send you to
Burma and Andrews thinks of you in connection with South Africa.
For Ceylon the idea of a Congress deputation came to me sponta-
neously, not so these two even after the promptings. But of these
when we meet. I hope you are fresh and that Krishna! is enjoying
herself.

Love.

Baru

Gandhi—-Nehru Papers, 1939. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Also 4 Bunch of Old Letters, pp. 377-8

43. LETTER T0 AMTUSSALAAM

SEGAON,
July 29, 1939
CHI. AMTUL SALAAM

You hurt me and I hurt you. This is a good bargain, isn’t
it? A letter was dispatched to you every day. Yes, I used to
show your letters to Sushila. It was my mistake. Please forgive
me. Henceforth I shall destroy them as soon as I get them. But
then how would I be able to reply?

Yes, it will indeed be good if you visit Ramana Maharshi.

When you are free in August, will you go to Patiala or to
Bombay ?

I would probably stay here throughout August. But then God
alone knows. Sushila has stayed back in Delhi and will remain
there for a month.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 426

1 Krishna Hutheesing, addressee’s sister



44. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS!

SEGAON,
Fuly 29, 1939

I have been in telegraphic correspondence with Dr. Dadoo,
leader of the Passive Resistance Committee in South Africa. I have
no hesitation in asking the Passive Resistance Committee to postpone,
for a time, the proposed launching of the struggle? on Ist August.
I do so because I have some hope of an honourable settlement. I
know that the Government of India as well as the British Govern-
ment are trying to obtain relief. I have put myself in touch with
the Ministers. In the circumstances I think a brief postponement
of the struggle to be necessary. I am fully aware of the enthusiasm
of the resisters. They have proved their mettle before, and they
will do so again if it becomes necessary. But it is a code with
passive resisters to seize every opportunity of avoiding resistance, if
it can be done honourably. Every cessation in search of peace adds
strength to real fighters. Let them remember that the Cape Town
Settlement of 1914 was the outcome of a cessation of struggle for
the sake of peace. I hope that the proposed cessation will lead to
a similar result. Should it unfortunately prove otherwise and
should the struggle begin, let Dr. Dadoo and his fellow-resisters
know that the whole of India will be at their back.

Harijan, 5-8-1939

I This appeared under ‘‘Notes”, sub-title, ‘‘Postpone the Struggle”. The
statement was also published in The Hindustan Times, 30-7-1939.

2 The movement was proposed as a protest against the Asiatic (Transvaal)
Land and Trading Act, 1939, which aimed at virtual economic extinction of the
Indian community in the Transvaal. Vide also Vol. LXIX, p. 115. According
to The Bombay Chronicle, 31-7-1939, Dadoo had issued a statement acceding
to Gandhiji’s appeal to postpone the Passive Resistance movement, pending
further advice from him.
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45. LESSON OF DHAMI

We have not heard the last of Dhami. The truth is not yet
out. The necessarily one-sided version of the Political Agent has
been challenged by the Himalayan States Praja Mandal. Their
statement shows how absolutely necessary it is to have an open
judicial inquiry into the events that led to firing by the Rana
of Dhami.

Some members of the Himalayan Mandal came to see me
during my brief stay in Delhi. Dhami had made me think furious-
ly. Was nothing possible to prevent such tragedy? I had much
to say about it to the deputation, but I felt it would be wrong on
my part to shoulder the burden of guiding the Himalayan States
Praja Mandal. The responsibility was great. The issues at stake
were equally great. I therefore felt that the matter should be
handled not by me but by the Standing Committee of the All-India
States People’s Conference. The question of the States is daily
assuming bigger and bigger proportions. The ruling Chiefs are
becoming free with their rifles. They feel that they are safe so far as
the Paramount Power is concerned. The Congress has not much
prestige with them. Many of them are now evolving measures to
crush the growing spirit of their people and make it impossible, if
they can, for the Congress to give effective guidance to them, let
alone to interfere. Nevertheless the Congress has a duty to per-
form. I do not exactly know the constitution of the Conference,
but I presume that in some shape or other it is connected with the
Congress. Anyway it is the only body which is specially designed
for guiding the States people. It would be wrong for the
States to resent such guidance. They should also realize that any
resentment would be futile. The Congress cannot give up its
duty of guiding the States people in the hour of their need.
Time was when the Congress was guiding and protecting the
rights of the States as against the Paramount Power. If the Cong-
ress friendship was desired and welcomed by the States in need, it
hardly becomes them to demur at their people seeking Congress
advice, guidance and protection. That the Congress may not
always be able to give the people effective assistance is unfortunately
too true. The Congress has to forge the necessary sanction by
putting the organization on a firmer footing and by wise restraint
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to acquire credit for impartiality and strictest justice. If the
Congress is to discharge its function in a becoming manner, it will
have to insist upon the workers learning to be more accurate
than they have been hitherto in preparing their cases. In order to
ensure accuracy, the Standing Committee will have to subject to
strict scrutiny everything coming to it. If unchallengeable accounts
of the doings in the States where even simple justice is denied are
published, they will afford a foundation for action.

I have merely indicated a line of approach. The Standing
Committee will no doubt lay down its own policy and method of
dealing with problems as they arise from time to time. My object
in writing these lines is to warn workers in the States against
coming to me and expecting me to advise them. They should
approach the Standing Committee. Even as I do not guide
Congressmen on general matters falling within the function of the
Working Committee but hold myself at the disposal of that body,
so shall I henceforth act in respect of new State problems. I may
not give up guiding those with whom I am already directly concern-
ed. I need hardly add that I shall continue to do what my
special aptitude in matters affecting States may enable me to do
without being involved in the general direction of popular move-
ments in them. I would ask workers in the States not to take up
any forward movement without previous reference to any sanction
of the Standing Committee. It must be the duty of the Congress
acting through the States People’s Conference to avoid, if at all
possible, a quarrel with the States.

SEcaoN, July 30, 1939
Harijan, 5-8-1939

46. NOTES

ONE ScripT FOR DAUGHTERS OF SANSKRIT

The question of having one script for the Indian languages
which are daughters of Sanskrit by birth or adoption has been
before the public for a number of years. Yet in these days of
aggressive provincialism, perhaps, any plea for one script will be
regarded as an impertinence. But the literacy campaigns raging all
over the country should compel a hearing for the advocates of one
script. I have been one such for years. I remember having even
adopted in South Africa Devanagari script for my Indian correspon-
dence with Gujaratis in select cases. Inter-provincial intercourse
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will be much facilitated by such adoption, and the learning of the
various provincial languages will be made infinitely easier than it is
today. If the educated people of the land were to put their heads
together and decide upon one script, its universal adoption should
be an easy thing. To the millions who are illiterate it is a matter
of indifference what script is prescribed to them. If the happy
consummation comes to pass, there will be only two scripts in
India—Devanagari and Urdu, and every nationalist will deem it his
duty to master the two scripts. I am a lover of all Indian languages.
I have tried to learn as many scripts as possible. And if only I
had the time, even at the age of seventy I have energy enough to
learn more Indian languages. That would be a recreation for
me. But in spite of all my love for the languages I must confess
that I have not learnt all the scripts. But if the sister languages
were written in one script, I should pick up a workable knowledge
of the principal languages of the provinces in very little time.
And Devanagari has nothing to be ashamed of in point of symme-
try or beauty. I hope that those who are engaged in the literacy
campaigns will give a passing thought to my suggestion. If they
will adopt Devanagari script, they will save for the future genera-
tions tons of labour and time and earn their blessings.

SEcaoN, July 30, 1939
Harijan, 5-8-1939

47. A HARIJAN SEVAKS’ CONFERENCE

There was held on 4th to 7th June last at Poona a conference
of Western and Central India Harijan sevaks. Shrimati Rame-
shwari Nehru, the Vice-President of the All-India Sangh, presided at
the Conference. I am sorry that it was not possible to notice
before now some of the important resolutions of the Conference.
But they bear publication even though they were passed nearly
two months ago. Here are the most important of them!:

It is to be hoped that the resolutions addressed to the Indore
and Gwalior States will bear fruit. I have omitted similar ones
about Devas and Kathiawar States in order to avoid repetition.
Indeed if the Princes will do their duty by the despised portion of
India’s humanity, they should not need any reminder from the
Sangh. They do not, like the sanatanists, defend untouchability.

1Vide Appendix II.
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With them the neglect to make provision for Harijans can only be
ascribed to indifference. Let us hope that the appeal made by
the Conference will not fall on deaf ears.

SEcaon, July 30, 1939
Harijan, 5-8-1939

48. LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR

SEGAON,
Fuly 30, 1939

CHI. KAKA,

A letter for Maganbhai! is enclosed. If you like it, send it on
along with your comments.

I send herewith an article? about a single script. If you
wish to suggest any changes in it, send your suggestions as soon as
possible. If you do not like the article, I am ready to cancel it.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10923

49. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
Fuly 30, 1939

CHI. AMTUL SALAAM,

I have your letter. What should I say? If you can break
your vow, then do what you like. I shall not give the money to
anyone else. I cannot keep Akbar® here without you and how
will you come here without breaking the vow? Meet and talk to
Shankerlalbhai and do what seems proper.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 427

1 Maganbhai Prabhudas Desai
2 Vide pp. 46-7.
3 Akbarbhai Chawda



50. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

SEGAON, WARDHA,
Fuly 31, 1939

MY DEAR IDIOT,

I had no time to write earlier. I was immersed in Harijan
work. The heap of correspondence still lies before me.

We had an exacting journey—crowds unusual everywhere.
There was no rest till reaching Gwalior, i.e., 2 a.m. I have not
got at the bottom of this sudden manifestation.

Mahadev is still in Calcutta.

Mira came in yesterday without notice. I knew that she was
to return but did not know when. The place is filling up.

Aryasamajists occupy much of my attention.!

We are all keeping well. Mira has a bad cough and consti-
pation.

Love.

TYRANT
From the original: C.W. 3935. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 7244

51. LETTER TO JAISUKHLAL GANDHI

SEGAON, WARDHA,
Fuly 31, 1939
CHI. JAISUKHLAL,

I have your letter, and also Sanyukta’s?2. I am not writing
separately to her. By God’s grace Kasumba3?® is improving. I

1 The reference is to the ‘Arya Satyagraha’ against the anti-Hindu policy
of the Nizam Government, which ultimately announced a scheme of reforms that
conceded in substance their religious demands. The Hindustan Times, 28-7-1939,
reported: ““On July 27, a deputation consisting of Mr. Ghanshyamsingh
Gupta, Speaker of Central Provinces Assembly, Mr. Vinayak Rao and Mr.
Deshabandhu Gupta met Gandhiji and placed before him the correspondence
which passed between Mr. Ghanshyamsingh Gupta and Sir Akbar Hydari,
Prime Minister of Hyderabad State, regarding the doubts expressed by the
Aryasamajists on Hyderabad reforms.” Vide also ‘‘Notes”, sub-title, ““The Arya
Samaj”’, pp. 90-1.

2 Addressee’s daughter

3 Addressee’s wife
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cannot think of anything for you. You may write to Jamnalalji
if you wish. Cases like yours deserve to be carefully considered.
I do know what your dharma is and it will always seem difficult
to practise. So you may try all means of earning whatever you
can there. Contact Vithaldas. Don’t insist on a particular sum
as salary. Think further about the matter after Kasumba has
recovered.

Blessings from

Baru

SHRI JAISUKHLAL GANDHI
Sir Harkisonpas HosprTaL
New CuaArNI Roap, BomBay

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./III

52. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

SEGAON, WARDHA,
Fuly 31, 1939

CHI. NARANDAS,

I got both your letters. You will see in Harijanbandhu that I
have acted upon your suggestion.! I have also made the correc-
tion? suggested by you. I am apt to commit such arithmetical
errors. It could have been avoided if I had made the calculation
on a sheet of paper. Mahadev had checked the figures, but he
too failed to detect the error. He of course had some suspicion
which was later on removed.

That statement3 about the resolve of a good man is correct.
Your own resolve would work; my blessings in this regard are out
of place. The resolution about seventy lakh [yards of yarn] is
yours, and there is strength of character in that resolution itself.

I do hope to supply you 700 yards at least. Ba also will
give the same quantity.

Blessings from
Baru

1 Vide pp. 54-5.
2 Vide p. 69.
3 Vide Vol. LXIX, pp. 420-1.
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[PS.]

Bhagwanji’s case is rather delicate. I think we shall have to
pay him more. I will explain further if I get time. For the
present make the payment.

Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8558. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

53. LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI

SEGAON, WARDHA,
Fuly 31, 1939

CHI. DEVDAS,

I have your letter. It did not upset me. The fact that a
difference of opinion has arisen between us does pain me, but I
hope that it will disappear in the course of time. You may take
as much of my time as you wish. I meant well in asking you to
get the opinion of Sardar and of others. Their opinions may per-
haps have some effect on me. Do not forget one thing. You and
I don’t see eye to eye. You believe that my treatment kills the
patient. I believe it keeps him alive. Now what shall we do
about this difference of opinion? It is because of this that I am
waiting patiently. One day one of us will be able to see who was
in the wrong.

Meet Sushila and talk with her lovingly. I have of course told
her the same thing.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2049

54. LETTER TO JIVANJI D. DESAI

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 31, 1939
CHI. JIVANJI,
When is the Devanagari edition of the Autobiography likely to
be published?
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 9944. Also C.W. 6919. Courtesy:
Jivanji D. Desai



55. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA

SEGAON,
Fuly 31, 1939

CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,
I have received your letters. It is time for the post. I
shall not write much today. I am thinking about you. There
have been no rains here. People are anxious.
Blessings from
Bapu

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 4323

56. TELEGRAM TO LORD LINLITHGOW!

WARDHA,
August 1, 1939

His ExcerrLeEncy VICEROY
Viceroy’s Camp

EXCEEDINGLY SORRY CANNOT REACH DELHI FIFTH
INSTANT ESPECIALLY AS THERE IS NO PARTICULAR
PURPOSE FOR MEETING. URGENT WORK DEMANDS.
EXHAUSTING JOURNEY FROM FRONTIER PROVINCE. ANY
DATE AFTER TWENTIETH INSTANT WILL SUIT.2

From a copy: C.W. 7830 a. Courtesy: G. D. Birla

1 This was in reply to the addressee’s letter dated July 28, which, inter alia,
read: ‘I write to say that it would give me very great pleasure to see you
again if it was by any chance convenient for you to be in Delhi on Saturday,
the 5th August. . . . There is no special subject which I want to raise with
you but it is now some months since we have met and I would welcome an
opportunity of seeing you again.”

2For the addressee’s reply, vide Appendix III.
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57. TELEGRAM TO NARANDAS GANDHI

WARDHA,
August 1, 1939

NArRANDAS GANDHI

RASHTRIVASHALA

RajroT

HOPE INAUGURATION RENTIA YAGNA! SUCCESSFUL.
IF DROUGHT CONTINUES SEVENTY  PER CENT SHOULD
BE DEVOTED FAMINE RELIEF. THEREFORE THERE
SHOULD BE SPECIALLY EXTENSIVE RESPONSE IN
MONEY AND YARN.

Baru

From a microfilm: M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8559. Courtesy: Narandas
Gandhi

58. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA

SEGAON,
August 1, 1939

CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,
I am trying to send Shakaribehn or Kanchanbehn. Bal-
krishna should never be left alone. Today also I have no time for
more.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 4324

! Initiated by the addressee in honour of Gandhiji’s birthday, also known
as Rentia Baras, observed with non-stop sacrificial spinning from Bhadarva Vad
12 (Gandhiji’s date of birth according to Vikram calendar, usually falling in
the second half of September) to October 2; vide also ‘Notes”, 10-9-1939, sub-
title, ““Surplus Khadi’’; and Vol. LXIX, pp. 420-1.
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59. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

SEGAON, WARDHA,
August 1, 1939
CHI. AMTUL SALAAM,

There was no letter from you yesterday. Your present address
is not known, hence I am sending this letter with Lakshmidas-
bhail. I did not expect such behaviour from you. It only shows
that no responsibility can be entrusted to you. Well, His will
be done. This will teach a new lesson. I hope you will stay
there till Mridulabehn? returns.

All are well here.
Blessings from

Baru
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 428

60. THREAT OF FAMINE

There have been no rains yet at many places in Kathiawar.
Shri Chhaganlal Joshi writes.3

This news is alarming. We do hope that Kathiawar will
escape this calamity; but if it does not, my second hope is that
those who have foodgrains and fodder, or can manage them, will not
take advantage of the situation and make profit, and will sell them
at cost price. My third hope is that the Rulers will fulfil their duty
by rendering the people as much help as possible, and the fourth hope
is that the volunteers will rush out to offer help at various places.
The spinning yajna will be observed for seventy days with effect
from 2nd August, under the auspices of the Rajkot Rashtriyashala.
It has been suggested that during the yajna workers should increase
their speed of spinning and from the produce 70 per cent should
be used for helping the famine-stricken people. In the mean-
while, if it rains and Kathiawar escapes the danger, the yarn may

! Lakshmidas Asar

2 Mridula Sarabhai

3 The letter is not translated here. It described how people and cattle were
starving. Chhaganlal Joshi along with Narandas Gandhi thought that 70 per
cent of the amount collected during Gandhi Jayanti week should be spent on
relief work.

54



STATEMENT TO THE PRESS 55

be utilized for its original objectivel. The main idea at this
moment is to raise production. It can be raised by collect-
ing funds and spinning more cotton. It is expected that those
who did not normally participate in the spinning pajna would
do so this time. If the atmosphere for spinning is created it will
be easier to give the work to the famine-stricken. Thereby
proper help will be given to them and their self-respect will also
be preserved. In order to procure adequate help, the spinning
work will have to be taken up on a large scale and for that the
formation of a committee of right persons is essential.

My fifth and the last desire is that the khadi produced
through the spinning pajna performed by the famine-stricken peo-
ple will be disposed of easily. If the khadi is not sold immediately,
the calamity cannot be met and overcome by the spinning-wheel.

SEcAaoN, August 2, 1939
[From Gujarati]
Harijanbandhu, 6-8-1939

61. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS?

The hunger-striking prisoners of Dum Dum Jail have sent me
some questions through Shri Mahadev Desai. It will serve the
cause better if I give a public answer. I am sorry that I can fix
no date for their release nor give any other undertaking. I would
if I had the power. The only power I have is to plead their cause
with all the force at my command. But they give me no chance
whatever by continuing their hunger-strike. In so far as it was
intended to rouse public attention it has served its purpose. Any
prolongation of the fast will now defeat that purpose. There are
many who would work actively for their release if the strike is
given up. I do feel very strongly that this fast is not justified.
The strikers are giving a bad lead to those who are similarly situat-
ed. Such hunger-strikers, if they are largely copied, will break all
discipline to pieces and make orderly government impossible. The
prisoners’ cause is essentially just, but they are weakening it by
their persistence. I would ask them to live and listen to the ad-
vice of one who claims to be an expert in fasting and who claims

1 That is, to use it equally for Kathiawar Harijan work, khadi work
and Rajkot Rashtriyashala; vide Vol. LXIX, pp. 420-1.

2This appeared under the title ‘“To Bengal Prisoners”. The statement
was also published in The Hindu, 2-8-1939, and The Hindustan Times, 3-8-1939.
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also to know the science of political prisonership. Let them not
hamper one whom they consider to be their best advocate. I
make bold to say that had the fates not been against them and me,
they would certainly have been discharged before 13th April last.
But I do not propose to go into the past. Suffice it to add that their
refusal to give up the strike will embarrass the Working Committee
in whatever effort it might wish to make to secure their release.

SEcaoN, August 2, 1939
Harijan, 5-8-1939

62. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

SEGAON, WARDHA,
August 3, 1939
MY DEAR IDIOT,

I have not had a moment for writing to you. I gave you a
wire! about Dhami. Jawaharlal is already on the war path.
Of course, you will bring the cooker and everything else you
may need. But why cooker? You are going to take your meals
with me as before. The delay is unfortunate. It is not only the
work for which you are coming. However don’t delay any longer.

Love.
TYRANT

From the original: C.W. 3936. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 7245

63. LETTER TO POTTI SRIRAMULU CHETTY

SEGAON, WARDHA,
August 3, 1939

MY DEAR SHRIRAMULUZ,

I have your letter.

I must not write to Rajaji. You should go to the Kodambak-
kam Ashram? and offer your services as a volunteer. They will
accept you if you are a steady worker.

Yours sincerely,

Baru
From a photostat: G.N. 112
1 Vide p. 24.
2 A Congressman of Nellore who fasted to death in 1953 for the formation

of a separate Andhra State
3 Harijan Ashram



64. LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR

August 3, 1939
CHI. KAKA,

The letter for Maganbhai was posted promptly.

Come over at 3 o’clock today for giving me your report about
Meher Ashram.

A bill for a fairly large sum has been sent by Wanless [Sana-
torium] regarding that gentleman. Ask for it from me.

I have written! to Jivanji inquiring about the Autobiography.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 7971

65. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI

SEcAON, WARDHA,
August 3, 1939

CHI. PRABHA,

I have your letter. Since Rajendra Babu is so keen, take up
the responsibility and do whatever you can. God will give you
the needed strength. Sushila’s address is: Dr. Sushila Nayyar,
Lady Hardinge Hospital, New Delhi.

You can write to Uncle: Sheth Jamnalalji Bajaj, State
Prisoner, Jaipur.

There is no cause for worry about Vidyavati? if there is no
bleeding. The remedies for her are: mud packs, hip-bath, bland
unspiced food without oil, and plenty of greens like bhaji, cucum-
ber, turiya, etc., also oranges, mosambi, pomegranates, grapes, etc.
Fried things should be avoided. Very little rice. She may eat
khakhara but no food at night. She should drink plenty of water.

I am here for the present.

Blessings from
Baru

1 Vide p. 51.
2 Addressee’s sister, the eldest daughter-in-law of Rajendra Prasad
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[PS.]
Give this letter to Sumangal® after reading it.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3535

66. LETTER TO PRESIDENT, TANZEEM-UL-MOMININ?
[Before August 4, 1939]3

DEAR FRIEND,

I have sufficient papers in front of me to enable me to for-
mulate a tentative opinion upon the Shia and Sunni controversy.
I have a long letter from Pantji* and printed papers giving me
what purports to be an unbiased version.

This much seems to stand out clearly. Whereas the AMadhe
Saheba is to praise the elected Caliphs, the Tabarra is a curse pro-
nounced upon the first three Caliphs. Whilst one can understand
the right of publicly praising people, is there such a thing as right
of pronouncing a curse on dead men? The right of Tabarra
cannot be derived from the holy Koran for the simple reason
that the Caliphate came into being only after the death of the
holy Prophet. I would like you, therefore, to enlighten me on
the religious duty of saying the Tabarra.

I would also readily grant that there can be no religious duty
in praising the Caliphs specially in public places and in the pre-
sence of those whom the recital is known to offend. Therefore, sub-
ject to what you might say to the contrary, I would advise you, for
the sake of peace, to withdraw the civil resistance’ and stop the pub-
lic recital of Tabarra unconditionally, leaving it to the good sense
of the Sunnis so to act as not to wound the susceptibilities of their
Shia brethren.

I have not written this letter for publication. You have been good
enough to ask me to give my candid opinion and I have given it
tentatively. If it helps you in announcing your decision in accord-
ance with my advice, you are at liberty to publish this letter.

I Sumangal Prakash

2 The source reported that a deputation of Tanzeem-ul-Mominin ‘‘recently
waited on Gandhiji to seek his advice regarding the Shia-Sunni dispute’ on the
right to recite, in public, Madhe Saheba by Sunnis and Tabarra by Shias. The
agitation had started as early as March. Vide Vol. LXIX. pp. 285 and 293.

3 The letter was reported under the date-line ‘“‘Lucknow, August 4.

4 Govind Ballabh Pant, Premier and Minister of Home Affairs and Fi-
nance of the United Provinces

5 Started by the Shias in early June
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I am not sending a copy of this opinion to anyone. It is simply
meant for you and friends who accompanied you and on whose
behalf you had come.

The Hindu, 5-8-1939

67. INTERVIEW TO GOVERDHANLAL SHUKLA

[On or before August 4, 1939]

Gandhiji told Mr. Shukla? that he was not treating the question of the
release of political prisoners, both of the Punjab and Bengal, lightly. He
pointed out that the hunger-strike by the political prisoners in Bengal jails
had been causing difficulties in finding a solution.

Gandhiji declared that the problem of the political prisoners was coming
up before the Congress Working Committee.

Gandhiji pointed out that, with a solution found for the problem of poli-
tical prisoners in Bengal, the question relating to the Punjab prisoners would
be solved immediately and automatically.

Gandhiji, it 1is stated, then asked Mr. Shukla to furnish him with
particulars about the prisoners belonging to the Punjab, and the attempts
made for their release, on receipt of which he would do what lay in his power.

The Hindu, 5-8-1939

68. WELL DONE BOMBAY!

From all the accounts I have received it seems that Bombay
surpassed itself on the Ist of August, the day of the inauguration of
prohibition. An eye-witness of the demonstrations tells me that
the procession that took the mortal remains of the immortal Loka-
manya to the Chowpaty sands, huge as it was, was far outdone by
the crowds that gathered together on the Azad Maidan. He tells
me that all Bombay was present there. The labourers, who were
the chief persons to benefit by the measure and who were at the
same time the most affected by prohibition, attended in their
thousands with their wives. They rejoiced in the deliverance from
the devil from whose grip they could not disengage themselves
without external assistance. Had they gone to express their grate-
fulness to the Ministers for their courage in persisting in their

1 The interview was reported under the date-line ‘“Wardha, August 4”.
2 Of Kanpur
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benevolent measure in the teeth of the opposition of vested in-
terests ?

It was not a mere labour demonstration. All classes took part
in it. At that huge meeting there was not a jarring note. Men
and women had turned up in their thousands to take part in thanks-
giving to God for the successful inauguration of prohibition.

The great Parsi community deserves congratulations for the
restraint it observed in spite of its bitter opposition to the measure.
Evidently wiser counsel prevailed and no hostile demonstration
appears to have been staged by them. My hope that Parsi phi-
lanthropy will get the better of the opposition, appears to have
been justified. Is it too much to expect whole-hearted support
from the Parsis in making the measure a complete success? Let
them remember, the glory of the effort in Bombay will be reflected
not only throughout the province but it will be reflected all over
India. I make bold to say that although they feel that they have
been unjustly dealt with, the future generation of Parsis will bless
Dr. Gilder as their true representative and benefactor.  Surely
Parsis should be proud, as India is proud, that they have pro-
duced in Dr. Gilder a man who has stood firm as a rock in the
midst of fiercest opposition including threats of boycott and worse.

Indeed the whole of the Ministry deserves hearty congratula-
tions on the steadfastness with which they have pursued this great
moral reform. The demonstration of Ist August shows that they
had and have practically the whole of Bombay behind them. No
constructive measure promoted by the Congress has had such en-
thusiastic support as this great moral reform.

It is a matter of regret that a Muslim procession of protest,
not against the measure but against the property tax, was
organized the same day and resulted in a clash with the police.
But it only enhanced the value of the public meeting, for the pro-
cession had no effect whatsoever on the great and irresistible demon-
stration. Bombay had one mind at the Azad Maidan.

Let us hope the brilliant beginning has momentum enough
in it to lead to a brilliant end. Much constructive effort will be
required in order to consolidate the advantage gained by the clos-
ing of liquor-shops. It removes the temptation from the drinker
but not the craving for drink. His mind has to be directed into
the right channel. He must have healthy refreshment at a place
where he can rest his tired mind and limbs. Workers among the
labourers should deem it their duty to study their lives and help
them to conquer the craving for drink. The Government alone
won’t be able to cope with this consolidation work. They could
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close the liquor-shops with a measure of popular goodwill. But
they will need the active co-operation of a band of volunteer
workers to supplement the official effort to help the drinker to lose
his craving for drink.

SEcAoN, August 4, 1939
Haryjan, 12-8-1939

69. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

SEcAON, WARDHA,
August 4, 1939

CHI. AMTUL SALAAM,

I am not sending you a telegram. What could I say? If
you are determined to come, you will come. How could you do
a job which you are unable to do? You had vowed that you
would return when Mridula and Lakshmidasbhai let you go. Now
Shankerbhai is there. Meet him and do what appears proper.
I have, of course, written to Lakshmidasbhai about Akbar. I
don’t have the courage to keep him here. A Muslim lady doctor
arrived here yesterday. She belongs to Central Provinces. Her
father is also a doctor. She will stay for a month. She seems to
be a good person. She is doing Sushila’s work.

Nimu is of course here.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 429
70. DISCUSSION WITH V. V. SATHE!
SEGAON,

August 5, 1939

canpHII: If you are a satyagrahi, I too am a satyagrahi,
and as I have been told by many friends that you are a reasonable
man and a man of restraint, I shall show you that you are wrong.
Well then, you ought to have exhausted all the constitutional
means. You must remember that the Bombay Congress Ministry is

1 The discussion appeared under the title ‘A Satyagrahi v. A Satya-
grahi” by Mahadev Desai, who explains: “‘Shri V. V. Sathe is a seasoned
faster and a Congressman. He fasted in jail for the right of cooking his
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under four Congress Committees—Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Bombay. You should have lodged your complaint before them.
Failing satisfaction you should have gone to the Working Commit-
tee, failing there to the A. I. C.C., and then to the open session
of the Congress. And if you accept my authority as an expert in
satyagraha, then you should have come to me, but not with a
decision to fast.

saTHE: I do not accept you as the final authority, but I would certainly
take your advice. But let me ask you one question. Whether all these Con-
gress Committees give an opinion in my favour or not, what if the Ministers
say they have violated the Congress principles ?

Do they say so?

Yes. But they will not resign, they say, unless they are asked to resign.
But they have broken the promises given in election manifestos.

There is no rigidity about the manifestos. You may say many
things but you may not be able to carry them all out.

My own Sadashiv Peth, which is one of the constituencies, did resolve
that the Ministry had not fulfilled the promises.

Well then, let that committee approach the A.I.C. C. But
why this fast? You must exhaust all the natural steps.

The natural steps take years. It is a cumbersome machinery.

Not years, but it may take a year. That should not matter.

I do propose to go to the open Congress, for the Congress is an autho-
rity above you.

I am no authority. I have a certain amount of moral influ-
ence.

But you do not exercise it.

How do you know? You must place all the facts before me
and convince me that I have not done all in my power.!

own food ... remained without clothes ... because he would not be allowed
to wear khadi. He is a downright honest man but often it would seem his
logic gets the better of his common sense. . . . He came to Segaon on the morn-
ing of the 5th, determined to go on a fourteen-day fast. ... He feels that the
Bombay Ministry grievously erred in certain things, e.g., orders about pro-
cessions, security demanded from Presses, and firing. He had come determined
to fast in Gandhiji’s presence because he said, Gandhiji was ‘the God of the
Congress’ and had the resignations of the Congress Ministries in his pocket. .. .”

I Mahadev Desai says: “Shri Sathe now proceeded to give the details of
his grievances on the three scores . . . the details of the orders about the
processions and how people dodge them, and so on.”
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But you do not expect me to express my judgment on these
matters ?

I do.

How can I? Your reading out the texts of orders to me and
placing all the facts in your possession before me does not take me
further. I must hear the Ministers also.

But that you can easily do. You are the High Command.

How am I the High Command?

You have said that the Ministers’ resignations are in your pocket.
When did I say so? Produce my statements.!

No, seriously, if I made any such preposterous statement, it
would be bravado. You do not find my name mentioned any-
where in the constitution. I can exercise my moral authority cer-
tainly, but that only when I see that there is something which
ought to be done (morally) by the Working Committee or the
Ministry.

Then you will study the case while I go on with my fast.

How can you, when you have yet to convince me of the
justifiability of your fast?

I am fasting only to arrest your attention.

You will if you do not fast. The moment you begin your
fast you distract my attention, you paralyse my capacity for unbias-
ed judgment. I could not enjoy my meals if I knew that some-
one was fasting without cause. And then you must know that
this is a colony of fasters. There is Bhansali, the greatest faster I
have known, Vinoba has fasted, and so has Kakasaheb. You
had better see them, talk to them, and see if they approve of
your going on fast.?

I do not take your view. If we have a national government,
and we have papers that simply thrive on prosecutions, what are
we todo? But that only means that there are fundamental differ-
ences between us. We have got to examine everything. If you
want me to use my moral authority, I must have certain convic-

1 Sathe laughed in reply.

2 Mahadev Desai explains: ‘‘Shri Sathe now turned to the second of
his counts—the demand of security from the papers. The British Govern-
ment may have done it, but for the Congress Government to do so was the
height of injustice. Why should the editors not be prosecuted? No security
should be demanded without prosecution.”
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tion that the Ministers have gravely erred in all the three matters
you have mentioned. And if the conviction goes home, I would
certainly like to speak to the Ministers and the Working Commit-
tee. But to do all this I must examine your allegations at leisure.
And you may be sure that though I have very little time I would
study the papers you send me, just for your sake.

But in the mean while I may fast.

No. You can place the whole case before the Working Com-
mittee if you like.

What right have I?

Everyone has a right. The Working Committee is there to
listen to every Congressman and non-Congressman with a griev-
ance. But now that you have asked me to study the case per-
haps you may not want to put it before the Working Committee.
After I have given my decision, you may reason with me, plead with
me, and then if you find me obstinate, you can fast against me.

You are a student of the Gita?

I am.

Well then, I tell you your fast would be the third kind of
tapas described in the seventeenth chapter!—tamasa tapas born of
ignorance and perverseness.

So I may fast a month hence, if I am not satisfied?
Yes, but if I want more time, you will give me.

Certainly.2
Harijan, 12-8-1939

1 Verse 19

2 Mahadev Desai adds: “‘Shri Sathe is a man of simplest habits and
very few wants. He was a head master of a national school for some time,
and Gandhiji tried to persuade him to stay on here, study the various activi-
ties and give his time to whatever activity appealed to him. His few wants
could be easily met here. But he was not to be so easily fished. He preferred
to go back to Poona.”



71. LETTER TO RAKHAL

SEGAON, WARDHA,
August 5, 1939

BHAI RAKHAL,

I was happy that you came to Segaon and stayed here for

some days. I wish that the faith in truth and ahimsa, which has

grown in you, may also grow in the hearts of all revolutionary

brothers and sisters. Those whom I met gave me this assurance.

I know that we will never be able to achieve independence without

truth, ahimsa and so on.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 4667

72. AM I ALL-POWERFUL?

Two Congressmen came to me during the week. One of them

said:

We in the Central Provinces think that you can do everything
you want. You can remove the Ministry at will and you can make
them do what you like.

The other said:

You are the Working Committee. Every Congressman therefore
blames you for the present corruption. You showed us that moral autho-
rity was the supreme authority. You taught us to think that the existing
system was Satanic. You taught us that when the Congress reigned there
would be no devilry, there would be purity in every walk of life. But
we find today quite the reverse. The Congress reigns in many provinces
and yet corruption is rampant. Congressmen quarrel among themselves.
There is marked deterioration. Devilry is not gone. You do not rely upon
numbers. You have often said that even a few true and good Congress-
men can, by their moral worth, represent the whole nation and real demo-
cracy can be evolved. But instead of quality the cry everywhere is for
quantity. The amendments recently made are of no use. They won’t
remove the growing corruption nor reduce the unmanageable size of the

65
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Congress. If you say that you cannot have your way with the Working
Committee, let us know it. As it is we believe you to be all-powerful
and are therefore filled with wonder that you allow things to go from bad
to worse. Look at your Khadi Clause. It is responsible for extensive
hypocrisy in the Congress. Very few believe in khadi and therefore use
it only for show. Khadi therefore stands for falsehood and worse. You
who brought the country to a moral height are now bringing it down.
Presently the Congress will become the laughing-stock of the country, if
things go as they are doing. If you cannot mend the Congress, why don’t

you leave it alone?

This second critic is a well-known Congressman and organizer.
He spoke feelingly. I promised to reproduce in these columns
the substance of the answer I gave him.

I am not all-powerful whether with the Central Provinces
Ministers or with the Working Committee. I know very little of
the doings of the Ministers. I never interfere with their work. I
have never regarded that as my function. Occasionally I have to
correspond with them on matters such as the village industries,
basic education or the like precisely as any citizen would do. I
have invariably refused to interfere with their work. I would
not have the time for it even if I had the wish. It would mean
usurpation of the function of the Parliamentary Sub-committee
of the Working Committee.

So far as the Working Committee is concerned, I do attend
its meetings whenever I am required to do so. I do influence
its decisions in the matters that may be referred to me and
never in any others. Many sittings of the Committee I do not
attend at all. Of many of its resolutions I have no knowledge
except after they are passed and that through the Press. This was
the arrangement when I first severed! my legal connection with the
Congress. What hold I have on the Committee is purely moral.
My opinion prevails only to the extent that I carry conviction.
Let me give out the secret that often my advice makes no appeal
to the members. For instance, if I had my way, the Congress
would be reduced to the smallest compass possible. It would con-
sist of a few chosen servants removable at the will of the nation
but getting the willing co-operation of the millions in the programme
they may put before the nation. But this is too drastic and
too undemocratic for Congressmen.

I admit that the Khadi Clause has led to much falsehood and
hypocrisy. If I had my way, it would have gone long ago. I

1Tn 1934; vide Vol. LIX, p. 263.
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sought to have the clause removed! even when I seceded from the
Congress. I have repeated the attempt more than once but with
no success. The argument has been that the Congressmen in
general will not listen to the removal of the clause.

Similarly I have endeavoured? to have the words ‘peaceful
and legitimate’ removed from the Constitution but again with-
out success. I can multiply instances in which I have failed to
carry the Working Committee with me. I do not mention these
failures by way of complaint against the Working Committee.
The members had weighty reasons for not listening to me. I
have not felt called upon to sever the moral tie with the old col-
leagues. I do not arrogate to myself any superiority over them.
It has been a privilege to work with them. They are as good and
faithful servants of the nation as I claim to be myself. I cling to
them because I have the hope that one day they will be convert-
ed to my point of view or that I shall be converted to theirs.

Nor do I subscribe to the charge that the old regime was
purer than the present. Whilst I admit that much corruption has
crept into the Congress organization, that there are many self-
seekers in it, it is my conviction that the Congress administration
is comparatively purer than the old one. It is also my conviction
that the Congress administration is responsible for several measures
for the amelioration of the condition of the masses. I regard
prohibition as the greatest of them all. But there is no doubt
that a vast deal still remains to be done. I hug the hope that
some day the Augean stables of the Congress will be swept clean
and that the fears of the second critic of the Congress will be dis-
pelled. It is not to be denied that he has grounds for his fears.
Being an irrepressible optimist, things do not dismay me to the
extent that they dismay him. They are serious enough to rouse
every Congressman to a sense of his duty. The Congress will sure-
ly be undone if it does not stand exclusively on the solid rock of
its moral worth.

SEGAON, August 6, 1939
Haryjan, 12-8-1939

1& 2 Vide Vol. LIX, pp. 10-1.



73. NOTES

SHETH JAMNALALJI

Sheth Jamnalalji is an extraordinary prisoner. He believes
that as a prisoner he has not to care about his body beyond what
the doctors provided for him do. And so I have only now come
to know the true state of his health. Shri Shankerlal Banker, who
happened to go to Jaipur to see Jamnalalji, got concerned about
his health and told me how bad it was.

For the moment I refrain from publishing the correspondence
which has come into my hands. According to the Jaipur Civil
Surgeon his is a case for special treatment. If it is, the onus is on
the State to release him unconditionally, leaving it to Jamnalalji
whether he will take special treatment within the State or without.
It is futile to suggest to Jamnalalji that he should undertake to leave
Jaipur if he is discharged. He will rather die in prison than be
free under the very condition for the breach of which he has court-
ed imprisonment. As I have already pointed out,! there is no fear
of Jamnalalji promoting civil disobedience in the State. For it
stands indefinitely suspended. The authorities know that Jamnalalji
is essentially a non-violent man. They also know him to be a
man of his word. To me his detention is a mystery and, in the
present state of his health, a crime.

The public generally do not know that though the place
where he is detained is good and accessible, it is a haunt of fero-
cious animals. Under what appear to me to be barbarous shikar
laws of Jaipur State, these animals are protected under pain of
heavy fines being inflicted on the persons killing them. Tigers
and their brood, it is said, eat men and animals with impunity.
My purpose here, however, is not to deal with these shikar laws,
inhuman as they appear to me to be. My purpose is to protest
against Jamnalalji being kept in a tiger-infested place. I under-
stand that even his keepers are not very happy over their job.
There is no fear of Jamnalalji running away. If he must be kept in
prison, why should he not be kept in an unobjectionable place
where medical and other assistance is easily available?

There is also another point which calls for notice. Though
repeated requests have been made, he has not yet been permitted

1 Vide Vol. LXIX, p. 401.
68



NOTES 69

to keep a companion. He has been given no nurse. Instances are
on record when he was badly in need of night attendance. That
he himself has made no complaint is no reason for the authorities’
negligence in not providing necessary attendance. Their atten-
tion has been drawn to the matter more than once by Shethji’s
secretary.!

In ImitAaTION OF KATHIAWAR

Shri Sitaram Sastri, having read about the spinning pro-
gramme? of seventy days set up by Shri Narandas Gandhi of Rajkot
Rashtriyashala, has decided to imitate him and he has begun his
programme of having from co-workers twenty-five lacs yards of yarn
by the 2nd of October next. I wish him every success. Its secret
lies in having previously the names of spinners and the quantity
they would spin and having weekly reports of the work done.
Naturally the spinners, being volunteers, will be expected to spin
as strong, even and fine a yarn as they can with minimum waste.
The idea behind all such effort should be that they will prove
experts in their own localities and be an example to their neigh-
bours.

A CORRECTION

Shri Sitaram Sastri points out an error that crept into my
note3 on the Kathiawar spinning programme. In it I mentioned
that 700 spinners spinning 1,000 yards per day would be required
to spin 70 lacs of yards in 70 days, and 7,000 spinners if they
span 100 yards per day. ‘700’ should read 100, and ‘7,000° should
read 1,000. Whilst I gladly correct the error, I may say that no
harm will be done if 700 or 7,000 spinners take part in the
sacrificial spinning. The more the better.

SEcAoN, August 6, 1939
Harijan, 12-8-1939

! Jamnalal Bajaj was released on August 9.
2& 3 Vide Vol. LXIX, pp. 420-1.



74¢. LETTER TO VALjJI G. DESAI

August 6, 1939
CHI. VALJI,

I got your letter yesterday. But I did not have time to reply
immediately. I am of course writing to Chitre, but will he do
your work? I am writing to Ramachandran! at the same address.
You will get this letter before Chitre leaves. If, therefore, you
approve of what I write, send a wire to Chitre to stay on. This
is only a suggestion. You know Chitre much better. As he is
greatly devoted to you, he may prove useful. How did your
health break down? Have you been careless about your diet? I
hope you will return after getting completely cured.

Blessings from
Baru

Pror. V. Dgsar
SANATORIUM
P.O. VanmviLas MoHALLA, MYSORE

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7485. Courtesy: Valji G. Desai

75. LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI

SEGAON, WARDHA,
August 6, 1939
CHI. MANILAL AND SUSHILA,

I have your long letter full of news. It will be of help to
me.

Here the work is going on at full speed. There has been
some delay as your Prime Minister is away. I will keep you
informed if there are any special developments. But what counts
and will count is your strength. I had a cable from Nana saying
that I did a good thing in advising postponement. I have not
replied to the cable. Can’t the differences there be patched up?
Who are the persons behind the threat of murder? How did the
matter reach that stage??

1 G. Ramachandran
2 Vide also Vol. LXIX, p. 373.

70



LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM 71

What makes you think it would be to your advantage if there
was no Agent-General at all? It would be easy to withdraw him.
However, as it will not be possible to post one again, we should
decide after careful thinking.

I must be kept informed about developments there.

A letter from Ba is enclosed.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 4900

76. LETTER TO AMRITLAL T. NANAVATI
August 6, 1939

CHI. AMRITLAL,
You will be pleased to read the accompanying!.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10791

77. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

SEGAON,
August 6, 1939

CHI. AMTUL SALAAM?Z,

I got your two letters together. I have already written to
you to do what you please. If you wish to come over here, do
so. Discuss the matter with Shankerlalbhai.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 430

1 A letter from Chandanbehn Parekh to Gandhiji thanking him for send-
ing a kind and patient man like the addressee to take care of her
2 The superscription is in Gujarati.



78. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA

SEcGAON, WARDHA,
August 6, 1939
CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,

I got your letter. Shakaribehn! had agreed but still she is a
bit hesitant. I have therefore postponed sending her. I am on
the look-out for some other person. I am making as much haste
as possible. Why has the mattress been placed in that manner?
The cot does not belong to [the sanatorium]. Give the enclosed
letter to Bachharajbhai?2. I hope [Balkrishna’s] ear is properly
cleaned. Give all details to Sushilabehn. Her address is: Lady
Hardinge College Hospital, New Delhi. Balkrishna must get com-
pletely cured there.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 4325
79. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS
SEGAON,

August 6, 1939

I congratulate Shri Subhas Babu on having succeeded in
persuading the hunger-strikers to suspend their fast even for
two months and on having undertaken to move the B.P. C. C.
to take the necessary action for the release of the prisoners. I
have also a wire from the prisoners in Alipore Jail informing me
of the suspension and asking me to resume my effort. I need
hardly assure them that what little I can do will be done to
secure their release. I can say that the suspension gives me some
hope that my effort will produce some effect. I hope too that the
Bengal Government will use the occasion for a generous gesture
and end the agony.

Harijan, 12-8-1939

1 Wife of Chimanlal N. Shah

2 Bachharaj Seth, who had adopted Jamnalal Bajaj

3 This appeared under the title ‘Bengal Prisoners”. The statement
was also published in The Hindustan Times and The Hindu on August 7.
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80. MESSAGE ON INAUGURATION OF BASIC EDUCATION?!
[On or before August 7, 1939]?

The decision to open 1,700 schools for the new system of edu-
cation is a great undertaking. I hope this will be successful in
every respect. My congratulations on this bold step.

The Hindu, 7-8-1939

81. AN EXPLANATION

I gladly publish the foregoing letter® and accept the explana-
tion. Without it the concluding paragraph of the petition could
only be interpreted as a threat. Better than the explanation, how-
ever, will be the help the Bhandaris could render in the prosecu-
tion of the prohibition programme. Let them be true soldiers of
the Congress Government and the nation as they were of the East
India Company, who were foreigners come to exploit the country.
If they will heartily assist the Government in their arduous task,
they will find that they will also assist themselves in a manner
they never otherwise could have done.

SEcAoN, August 7, 1939
Harijan, 12-8-1939

1 & 2 The message was reported under the date-line ‘‘Allahabad, August 7”’
with the following note: ‘A big educational experiment will begin in the United
Provinces tomorrow with the inauguration of the basic scheme of education
by the Premier, Pandit G. B. Pant. . . .”

3 This was dated “Bombay, July 31, 1939” from S. K. Bole, who inter alia,
said: ‘“The signatories to that memorial acted bona fide and they never intended
to offer any threat to the Bombay Ministry. The last paragraph of the said
memorial was a frank expression of the Bhandari Committee of its apprehen-
sions about the probabilities that might ensue from the enforcement of the
prohibition policy under the circumstances then prevailing.” Vide also p. 19.
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82. MILLS v. CHARKHA

The A. I. V. I. A. has been issuing for some time a monthly
bulletin called Gram Udyog Pairika at Maganwadi, Wardha, for the
annual subscription of 12 annas. The July number contains an inter-
esting article on national planning. I must refer the curious to
the Patrika. 1 wish here only to draw attention to the following!
striking figures:

. we would need Rs. 300 crores of capital employing 33 lakhs of
people if we supplied all our requirements by mill production, while
we would require about Rs. 72 crores of investment employing 800 lakhs
of people if our supply were to come from cottage units. The two meth-
ods have their undoubted advantages. . . . We are poor but we have an
ocean of labour wealth. Therefore an intelligent plan will find the cottage
method fit into the scheme for our country. . . . Any planning in our
country that ignores the absorption of labour wealth will be misplaced.
Our analysis has shown that centralized method of production, whatever
may be its capacity to produce, is incapable of finding employment for as
large a number of persons as we have to provide for. Therefore it stands
condemned in this country.

The figures need no comment. If they cannot be challenged,
they make an overwhelming ca<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>