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PREFACE

This volume is the last in the series dealing with Gandhiji’s
South African years and covers the period April 1913 to December
1914, which saw the final satyagraha struggle, the Smuts-Gandhi
Settlement, leading to the enactment of the Indians’ Relief Bill,
and Gandhiji’s departure for the motherland.

On March 14, 1913, Justice Searle of the Cape Supreme Court
had ruled that Indian marriages performed in accordance with
non-Christian rites or not registered before a marriage officer could
not be recognized in the Union of South Africa. The effect of this
decision was to reduce Hindu and Muslim wives virtually to the
status of concubines,and their children to that of illegitimate issue.
It profoundly hurt Indian religious sentiment.

The new Immigration Bill adversely affected existing rights
and imposed fresh disabilities. Domiciliary rights of Natal Indians
were disturbed; the wives and children of even educated Indians
could hardly obtain entry into the Union. It was of the essence
of the compromise which the Provisional Settlement of 1911
represented that Indian immigrants were not to suffer disabilities
to which other races or sections of the people in the Union were not
subjected. In point of fact, however, the Immigration Bill created
a legal racial bar. Gandhiji interpreted it as a deliberate attempt
to rid South Africa of its resident Asiatic population.

In his representations to the Ministry of the Interior, during
April 1913, Gandhiji stressed that the anomalous situation created
by the Searle judgment could be remedied only by modifying the
Union marriage laws; that the Immigration Bill should be amended
to restore existing rights; that the £3 tax should be abolished;
that the racial taint in the Transvaal law should be removed and
that existing laws should be administered in a liberal spirit. In
case Government failed to meet these demands, the Indian com-
munity would have to resort to passive resistance. This time the
campaign would be short and swift; it would embrace the whole
Union and, for the first time, it would include women among the
passive resisters. Indian women, who had been cloistered for ages
by social tradition, were ready to take up the challenge of the Searle
judgment and decided to join the struggle. By the time the
Immigration Bill was read a second time, on April 26, Indian women
had registered their emphatic protest and expressed their determi-
nation to offer passive resistance.
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Government’s reaction to all this was sharp: if Indians carried
out the threat, they would compel Government to come to ‘‘plain
terms”’. Gandhiji explained that the campaign would be an at-
tempt to ““cling to the beautiful vision” of the British Constitution,
and Passive Resisters were “‘prepared to fight for making it a reality
or die in the attempt”. (p. 72)

Government appeared to relent and agreed to restore existing
rights under the Cape and Natal laws and amend the Immigration
Bill in some respects. But it would not budge from its position
regarding Indian marriages. Gandhiji made it clear that he sought
recognition only of marriages performed in India according to the
Hindu and Muslim faiths. The law could be modified to bring it
in line with the Transvaal marriage law which recognized European
marriages. Government came out with a stipulation that Indians
should produce marriage registration certificates; this, Gandhiji
made it clear, was neither possible, since the practice of registration
did not obtain in India, nor necessary, since Indian marriages were
performed with due public solemnity. Gandhiji made much use
of the friendly and sympathetic feeling of a small group of European
M.P.s at Cape Town to press amendments to the Immigration Bill,
but such amendments as Government accepted were inadequate.
On June 2, Gandhiji declared in an interview that passive resistance
was inevitable if Government failed to meet Indian demands.

The Government, on its side, appeared to view the probability
of a resumption of satyagraha with serious concern. Lord Gladstone,
Union Governor-General, in the course of a confidential despatch,
urged the Colonial Office to represent to the Indian Government
the gravity of the situation and to ask them ‘‘to use such influence
as they may possess with Gandhi and others” to avoid a crisis. He
was doing his best, he observed, to secure the total abolition of the
£3 tax.

Government decided early in June to exempt only women from
the tax. Gandhiji pointed out that the promise of repeal made
to Gokhale implied no discrimination against men. The Immi-
gration Bill was passed on June 11, and on June 13 he declared
that, unless Royal assent was withheld and the assurance in terms
of the Provisional Settlement of 1911 was implemented, passive
resistance by men and women would commence. The British
Indian Association followed, on June 16, with a formal request
to the Governor-General to withhold approval of the Act.
Gandhiji decided to make a last-minute bid to avert the impen-
ding crisis. He went to Pretoria, presented on June 28 the Indian
case and demanded an assurance that the law would be amended
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at least the following year. In an interview on July 2 with the
Secretary for the Interior, he put forward the Indians’ basic de-
mands: recognition of right of entry into the Cape Province,
safeguarding of domiciliary rights in Natal, doing away with
the entrants’ declaration in regard to land, trade, etc., in the
Free State, and legalization of Indian marriages either by amend-
ment of the law or by authorizing marriage officers to certify them.
He contended that all these demands, except the last, could be met
by administrative measures. (p. 125.) Gandhiji was ready to wait
on General Smuts, but a strike of the Johannesburg coal-miners
kept the latter continuously preoccupied.

On August 11, Gandhiji was still waiting for a remission in the
industrial trouble to meet Smuts; he had to remain content, how-
ever, with the answer that his proposals of July 2 were under con-
sideration by the Ministry of the Interior. On September 3,
Gandhiji pleaded that his moderation and restraint in framing
demands were intended to facilitate settlement and to show that
Indians were not “pining”’ for a revival of the struggle. On Septem-
ber 10, the Ministry of the Interior declared that it could hold out
no promise to alter the basis of the existing marriage law by a
Parliamentary measure even the following year, and refused to
withdraw pending cases.

Passive resistance, therefore, became imperative; there was
no alternative. Gandhiji’s words at this time express the anguish
of a community driven to desperation by official intransigence:
“. .. asan unrepresented and voiceless community which has been
so much misunderstood in the past and which is labouring under a
curious but strong race prejudice, it can only defend its honour and
status by a process of sacrifice and self-suffering.” (p. 186.) On
September 12, the British Indian Association gave the Govern-
ment notice of passive resistance.

But passive resistance this time was to take the form not merely
of crossing the border into the Transvaal, but also of hawking or
trading without a licence and refusing to produce one on demand.
Laws without a natural or moral basis were to be openly defied.
The campaign was inaugurated on September 15. A party of 12
men and four women, led by Kasturba, set out from Durban for
Volksrust for courting arrest. It was a symbolic act, this pitting of
a ‘“‘microscopic minority . . . against a mighty Government”.
(p. 192.) They were arrested on September 16. Three days later
Kasturba was sentenced to three months with hard labour; others
to terms from one to three months. The struggle continued despite
official attempts to disrupt and discredit it.
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The struggle entered a new and revolutionary phase on October
17 when Indian workers in the Newcastle collieries came out on
strike against the £3 tax. Gandhiji asked the strikers to deny
themselves employees’ rations and to court arrest or proceed to the
Volksrust border. In an effort to educate the mine-owners, Gandhiji
addressed their conference.

The third phase of the struggle began with the “Great March”
on November 6, when he led over two thousand strikers into the
Transvaal in a “striking demonstration” against the iniquitous £3
tax. Between November 7 and 11 Gandhiji was arrested thrice
and released twice on bail. He was finally sentenced, at Dundee,
to nine months with hard labour or £60 fine. He chose prison.
He was tried again on November 14, and sentenced on other
counts to three months.

Meanwhile, the strike had spread from the collieries to the
railways, sugar refineries, dock and corporation works; between
7,000 and 8,000 workers were reported off work on November 8.
Acts of official violence occurred, with the inevitable rousing of
public opinion abroad. Lord Hardinge, the Viceroy, speaking at
Madras on November 29, gave expression to his growing concern
and sympathy for the Passive Resisters.

The evolution of official policy in regard to the Indian problem,
during the rest of this period, can be traced in the official corres-
pondence, particularly the Governor-General’s confidential des-
patches to the British Colonial Office; here are found the only avail-
able reports of some of Gandhiji’s interviews with high officials. Of
the course of events that followed Gandhiji’s incarceration, as, in-
deed, of the entire Indian struggle in South Africa from 1894 to
1914, an authoritative editorial (vide Appendix XXVIIIL.) in the
Golden Number of Indian Opinion, December 1914, offers a brief]
general survey. In chronicle fashion it speaks of ‘. .. Lord Hardin-
ge’s famous speech at Madras, in which he placed himself at the
head of Indian public opinion,and his demand for a Commission of
Inquiry, the energetic efforts of Lord Ampthill’s Committee, the
hurried intervention of the Imperial authorities, the appointment
over the heads of the Indian community of a Commission whose
personnel could not satisfy the Indians, the discharge of the leaders,
whose advice to ignore the Commission was almost entirely accepted,
the arrival of Messrs Andrews and Pearson and their wonderful
work of reconciliation, the deaths of Hurbatsingh and Valliamma,
the strained position relieved only by the interruption of the second
European strike, when Mr. Gandhi once more undertook not to
hamper the Government whilst they had their hands full with the
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fresh difficulty, and, when it had been dealt with, the entirely new
spirit of friendliness, trust, and co-operation that was found to have
been created by the moderation of the great Indian leader and the
loving influence spread around him by Mr. Andrews as he proceeded
with his great Imperial mission.”

In his valedictory letter to the Indian community, Gandhiji
described the Settlement, embodied in the Indians’ Relief Act
passed on June 26, as ‘the Magna Charta’ of Indians’ liberty in
South Africa, because it marked a change in Government’s policy
towards them and established their right to be consulted in mat-
ters affecting them and to have their reasonable wishes respected.
It was thus with the sense of a mission fulfilled that, on July 18,
Gandhiji took leave of South Africa, the sub-continent which ‘“‘has
become to me a sacred and dear land, next only to my mother-

land.” (p. 503.)

From August 4 to December 18, Gandhiji stayed in
London; the first World War broke out during this time. Despite
bouts of illness, he was active in organizing an Indian Ambu-
lance Corps—as an expression of loyalty to the Empire in its hour
of need. Here again, he had occasion to offer satyagraha on an is-
sue which touched Indian self-respect and won his point, the
right to be consulted in the disposition of the Corps.

On December 19, Gandhiji sailed for India, “the country
where the greatest spiritual treasures were to be found for the
comforting and uplifting of the whole world.” His political
outlook was revealed by his emphasis on work to strengthen the
ties between India and Great Britain ‘“by each giving of its best
to the other”. (p. 565.) His feelings on board the ship Gandhiji
has set down in a letter to West: “I have been so often preven-
ted from reaching India that it seems hardly real that I am sitting
in a ship bound for India. And having reached that what shall
I do with myself? However. ‘Lead Kindly Light, amid the en-
circling gloom, lead Thou me on’. That thought is my solace.
. ..7 (p. 566.)

The personal letters in the volume reveal Gandhiji’s concern,
even in the midst of struggle, with thoughts of God and moksha.
One sees the influence which the Ashram way of life had come to
exercise on him and his idea of continuing that life in India. One
notes, too, the deep attachment that bound him to Gokhale, his
“political Guru”, as evidenced, for instance, in the compact of a
year’s silence for study and observation, after landing on Indian
soil.
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Of Gandhiji’s life and achievements in South Africa, the
source-material for which is found in these twelve volumes, the
Golden Number of Indian Opinion carries the following assessment:

“It is significant that, as Passive Resistance became strong-
er and purer, it succeeded more and more in bringing together
the best representatives of the European and Indian sections of
the population. With each new phase came new triumphs and
new friends. . . . The struggle commenced with a protest against
the universal distrust and contempt for the Indian community.
The distrust and contempt have been exchanged for trust and res-
pect. . . . The movement commenced with a demand for the
repeal of the Transvaal Act 2 of 1907. The Act was repealed and
its threatened extension to other parts of South Africa was com-
pletely prevented. At the beginning, racial legislation against
Indians was threatened, so as to drive them from the Colony.
The Settlement has removed the possibility of racial legislation
against Indians throughout the Empire. The system of indentured
immigration from India, that had been regarded almost as a
permanent feature of South African economics, has been ended.
The hated £3 tax has been repealed and its attendant misery and
insult destroyed. Vested rights, that were tending everywhere to
disappear, are to be maintained and protected. The bulk of
Indian marriages, that had never previously received the sanc-
tion of South African law, are henceforth to be fully recognized
in law. But above and beyond all this is the new spirit of conci-
liation that has resulted from the hardships, the sufferings, the
sacrifices of the Passive Resisters. ... The struggle has more than
proved the immense superiority of right over might, of soul-force
over brute-force, of love and reason over hate and passion.”

Subsequent history was to show that the racial problem in
South Africa was still far from a solution. But Gandhiji had there
invented and perfected the weapon of satyagraha which was one
day to lead to the liberation of his people and the ending of the age
of Imperialism in India.



NOTE TO THE READER

The letters and representations addressed to various authori-
ties, communications to the Press, and resolutions adopted at meet-
ings, which are included in this volume, are attributed to Gandhiji
on grounds similar to those explained in the Preface to Volume
I. Where there are special reasons for the inclusion of particular
items, these have been set out in footnotes. Gandhiji’s unsigned
writings in Indian Opinion have been identified on the strength of
his general testimony in his autobiographical writings, the opinion
of his associates, Chhaganlal Gandhi and H. S. L. Polak, and other
available evidence.

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text spelt
out. Variant spellings of names have, however, been retained as
in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Passages quoted from English have been set up in small type and
printed with an indent. Reports of speeches and court proceedings
in indirect speech and passages which are not by Gandhiji have
also been given in small type. Words underlined in the original
have been italicised.

While translating from the Gujarati, efforts have been made
to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. In translating
Gandhiji’s Gujarati renderings from English, the original, whenever
available, has been consulted.

The date of an item where available or could be inferred has
been indicated at the top right-hand corner; if the original is
undated, the inferred date is supplied within square brackets, with
reasons where necessary. In the case of certain personal letters
in Hindi and Gujarati, the originals of which carry the date accord-
ing to the Vikram Era current in Gujarat, the corresponding date
according to the Gregorian calendar has been furnished, sometimes,
the year being deduced from internal or external evidence. The
date given at the end of an item alongside of the source is that of
publication.

References in footnotes to Volume I of this series are to the
August 1958 edition. References to An Autobiography or The Story
of My Experiments with Truth and Satyagraha in South Africa cite only
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the Part and Chapter in view of the varying pagination in different
editions.

In the source-line, the symbol S. N. stands for documents
available in Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G. N. refers
to those available in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya,
New Delhi; C. W. denotes documents secured by the Collected
Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the

text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered by
the volume are also provided at the end.
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1. LETTER TO MINISTER OF INTERIOR!

[PHENIX,]
April 1, 1913

[To
Tue MINISTER OF INTERIOR
Care Town]

DEAR SIR,

Mr. Justice Searle’s decision? regarding the validity of Indian
marriages and the statement said to have been made by the Immi-
gration Officer in Natal, to the effect that no boys or girls claiming
to be the children of resident Indians would be admitted unless
they or their parents produce certificates of birth, have created
great consternation among my countrymen. And passive resisters
have also felt compelled to examine their own position.

According to Justice Searle’s decision, no Indian marriage
whether celebrated in South Africa or elsewhere can be recognized
unless it is in accordance with the marriage laws of the Cape Pro-
vince, i.e., every Indian marriage is invalid that is not registered
before a Marriage Officer or celebrated according to the Christian
rites. This, in my humble opinion, is an intolerable position and
disturbs rights hitherto exercised by Indians. I need hardly draw
the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister to the fact that marriages
celebrated according to the Hindu, Mahomedan or Parsee rites
are fully recognized in India by Indian law.

With reference to children, it is a well-known fact that very few
births are registered in India. Registration of birth is not univer-
sally compulsory. And it is practically impossible to produce certi-
ficates of birth except in rare cases.

The practical result of both the cases is almost completely to
prevent the entry of wives and minor children of domiciled Indians.
In the circumstances, I venture to submit that, apart from other
considerations, it is necessary in order to give full effect to the pro-
visional settlement® to so frame the new Immigration Bill as to

1 This was published in Indian Opinion, 7-6-1913, under the heading ‘“‘Cor-
respondence with Mr. Fischer”.

2 Vide Appendix L.

3 For the terms of the settlement, vide Vol. XI, pp. 38-40.
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2 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

restore the position as to wives as it availed before Justice Searle’s
decision and to revoke the instructions regarding children.

May I also suggest that it would be better if the leading
members of the community were consulted regarding proof required
by the Government as to marriages or the age or sonship of boys.
I am sure that the Indian community has every desire to co-operate
with the Government in facilitating the examination of relationships
of wives and children so as to avoid fraud or deception.!

I remain,
Yours faithfully,
[M. K. Ganpui]|

From a photostat of the draft in Gandhiji’s hand: S. N. 5747

1 To this the following reply dated April 10 was received: . . . I am
directed by the Minister of the Interior to state that it does not appear that
any new principle has thereby been laid down, as from the earliest times,
following the introduction of European civilization into South Africa, the
law of the land has only recognized as a valid union the marriage, by a
recognized Marriage Officer, of one man to one woman, to the exclusion, while
it lasted, of any other. A very old established section of the Cape population,
and a large one in point of numbers, viz., the Cape Malay community, has
always followed the Mahomedan faith and conducted its marriages according
to the tenets of that religion; but such unions, unless solemnized by a Marriage
Officer, are not recognized under the Marriage Order-in-Council or officially
recorded in any way.

“You will note that the law does not demand that unions before Marriage
Officers should be in accordance with Christian rites in order that they may
be duly recognized as marriages. The unions effected before such officers are
by no means exclusively confined to persons holding the Christian faith. It
is not possible, therefore, to accept your contention that marriages according
to Indian custom, but not celebrated before a Marriage Officer, have hitherto
been recognized as valid here; nor is it possible to consider the introduction
of any law which would have the effect of disturbing the position so far
as it affects the Cape Malay or the Indian sections of the population.

““As has already been intimated, the Government has no intention of
departing from the present practice in regard to the introduction of the wives
and minor children of British Indians lawfully resident in South Africa, and
Immigration Officers have been so advised.”



2. THE STORM SIGNAL

Johannesburg, as was quite proper, has given the storm signal.
The mass meeting!, called by the British Indian Association, was a
thorough success. Mr. Cachalia? has given a respectful but firm
warning that there are some Indians in South Africa who are pre-
pared to give their all for the sake of their and their country’s honour.
The meeting passed resolutions which we doubt not would receive
Government’s earnest attention.

Indeed, it would appear that the meeting has already produced
some effect on the mind of the Government. Reuter’s report of
the Johannesburg meeting is quickly followed up by an inspired
explanation of the Searle judgment. The wire?, which we publish
in full, is a lame and poor attempt to whittle down the full effect
of Justice Searle’s judgment. The bonafides of Bai Mariam is
questioned. The question of polygamy has been quite gratuitously
introduced. But the Searle judgment is too clear and too precise
to need any explanation. The learned Judge himself said that it
was a test case. It was treated as such by both the parties, and the
only issue before him was whether marriages solemnized accord-
ing to the tenets of Islam could be recognized by the Cape courts
for the purposes of the immigration law. His Lordship’s decision
on the point is unequivocal and emphatic. Such marriages are
invalid. It is on this that the protest of the Johannesburg meeting
is based. The Government may not, they dare not, follow up the
case to its logical extent. But the legal possibilities are there. They
were clearly brought out by Mr. Ritch* in his speech before the
meeting. There are some things which we may not worry over
until the actuality stares us in the face; but there are some other
things whose possible happening, too, must be avoided at all cost.
No Indian husband can rest under the possibility of his wife’s status
being questioned and all the consequences of the possibility becoming
an actuality.

1 This was held on March 30, 1913; for the resolutions passed at the
meeting, vide Appendix II.

2 Ahmed Mahomed Cachalia, Chairman, British Indian Association

3 This is not reproduced here.

4 L. W. Ritch, barrister, an active associate of Gandhiji; vide Vol. IX,
p- 10.
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It was, therefore, we consider, a most proper thing for Mr.
Cachalia to convene the meeting, whose demand cannot be abated
by reason of the so-called explanation. It was fitting, too, that, in
point of time the Tamil meeting should have been the first. The
Tamils were the greatest sufferers during the late struggle. They
are now in the forefront. We hope that the other towns of South
Africa will follow Johannesburg’s lead and support its action. Above
all, we sincerely hope that the Government will not miss the golden
opportunity they have, during the passage of their Bill, of conced-
ing the very just request of the mass meeting.

Indian Opinion, 5-4-1913

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT HEALTH [-XIV]

6. HOW MUCH AND HOW OFTEN TO EAT

We have considered what the ideal diet should be. It is neces-
sary to inquire how much and how often to eat, and the topic calls
for a separate article. To some extent the two questions, ‘“How
much should one eat?”’ and “How often should one eat?’ are
interrelated. I say ‘“‘to some extent” because one cannot, and one
should not, eat at a single meal the total quantity of food to be
consumed in one day, so that “how much to eat’” and ‘“how often”
are not so closely interrelated.

Doctors differ widely on the question : how much one should
eat. “In plenty”, says one doctor, and he recommends different
amounts of various foods according to their properties. Another
doctor says that physical and mental workers should eat different
kinds and quantities of food. A third opines that a labourer and
a prince should eat the same quantity of food—that it is simply not
true that a prince can make do with less but a labourer must have
more. Everyone knows that a weak man and a strong man need

1 For the earlier articles in this series, vide Vol. XI. These were later pub-
lished as a book which was translated into Hindi and other Indian languages.
Based on the Hindi version was A Guide to Health, an English adaptation by
A. Rama Iyer, published by S. Ganesan, Madras, in July 1921. The book was
translated into several European languages.

In August-December 1942, during his incarceration in the Agakhan
Palace at Poona, Gandhiji wrote in Gujarati what became, in its English
translation by Dr. Sushila Nayyar, Key to Health, published by Navajivan Pub-
lishing House, Ahmedabad, in 1948. While this book was not based on the
series of articles published in Indian Opinion, according to Gandhiji, it did not
fundamentally differ from them.
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different quantities of food. The diet of a man differs from that of
a woman. There is a difference in the quantities of food for adults
and children, for the aged and the young. Lastly, there is one
writer who even states that, if the food is so thoroughly masticated
that it turns into liquid and is swallowed with ease like saliva, we
would find two to four ounces of food quite sufficient. He has carried
out thousands of experiments. His book has been sold by the thousand
and is widely read. Such being the position, it is useless to recom-
mend definite quantities of food; most doctors have said, however,
that 99% eat more than they require. Even otherwise, the thing
is simple enough to be obvious to us all. This being so, it is not
necessary to prescribe a minimum diet for fear that people might
eat too little. To tell the truth, what needs to be emphasized is
that, while planning a diet, all of us should cut down on the quantity
we consume.

As mentioned above, food should be thoroughly masticated.
By this means, we shall be able to extract the utmost nourishment
from even a small quantity of food and gain in every way. It has
been shown that the faces of one who eats only as much as he can
comfortably digest are small, well formed, darkish, sticky, dry and
free from bad odour. One whose feces are not so formed must
have eaten excessive and unsuitable food and failed to masticate it
and mix it with the saliva in his mouth. Thus, from the appearance
of our feces we can make out if we have eaten too much. He
whose tongue is coated on rising, who sleeps uneasily and dreams
frequently, must have been eating too much. One who has to get
up often at night to pass urine must have taken too much liquid.
By such detailed observation, anyone can decide the quantity of food
required by him. Many people have offensive breath. Clearly,
they have not digested their food. At times, those who over-eat
get boils and pimples on the face and in the nostrils. But we do
not take these affections seriously. Some get continuous hiccups.
Others suffer from flatulence. The simple meaning of all these ailments
is that we have turned our stomach into a commode and that we carry this
commode with us wherever we go. If we could spare the time to think
quietly about this matter, we would thoroughly despise our own
habits. We would definitely eat less and put an end to dinners
and feasts, would make it a rule never to attend or give community
dinners. Our hospitality would take an altogether different form,
much to our own relief and that of the guest. As for dinner parties,
one would forget the very mention of them. We do not invite
people to join us when we clean our teeth or when we drink water.
Eating a meal is a similar bodily function. Why do we go fussing
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all over in performing it? Every time we have a guest, we must
needs make things unbearable both for him and us. The expla-
nation is that our palate has been spoilt through constant indulgence,
so that we trump up one excuse after another for eating something.
We feed our guest sumptuously in the hope of being similarly treated
at his house. Actually, we seek such occasions so that we can
have more opportunities of feasting on rich dishes. If we asked
someone with a wholesome body to smell our mouth about an
hour after we have indulged in such eating and heard his comments,
we would certainly have cause to be ashamed of ourselves. There
are even some young gourmets who, in order to be able to enjoy
eating, take fruit salt immediately after a meal or vomit out what
they have already consumed and then fall to eating the sweets again.

To a greater or lesser extent, we all behave like this. That
is why our great men laid down for us certain religious observan-
ces like fasts, rozas!, etc. There are numerous fast days among
Roman Catholics too. There is nothing wrong whatever in anyone
fasting completely or partially once in a fortnight purely for the
sake of good health. It will do him a world of good indeed. The
practice followed by many Hindus of eating only once a day during
the chaturmas? is based on considerations of health. When the air
is humid and the day is overcast most of the time, the digestion
becomes slack and one should, therefore, eat less at such times.

Let us now consider how often one should eat. Most people
in India eat only twice a day. Those who eat thrice will be
found to belong to the labouring classes. People learnt eating
four times only when they began to ape English ways. Recently,
certain societies have been formed in England and America.
Their function is to persuade the public to refrain from taking more
than two meals a day. They advise us to go without breakfast.
The night’s sleep serves the purpose of food. At daybreak, there-
fore, we are ready not for food but for work. They believe that
we are ready for food only after two or three hours of work. These
men, therefore, eat only twice a day and do not even drink tea, etc.,
between meals. A well-known doctor called Dewey has written a
book on this subject in which he has described in a convincing
manner the benefits accruing from fasting, cutting out breakfast,
generally eating less, etc. My own experience during the past

1 Fasts observed by Muslims from sunrise to sunset, during the month of
Ramzan

2 The four monsoon months, from about mid-July to mid-November,
during which pious Hindus observe partial fasts
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eight years is that, after the period of youth is past, there is absolutely
no need for anyone to eat more than twice a day. Once a person’s
body is fully grown and further development has stopped, he has
no need to eat either much or often.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 5-4-1913

4. TELEGRAM TO MINISTER OF INTERIOR!

[PHENIX, ]
April 9, 1913
INTERIOR
[CarE Town]
HAVE JUST READ IMMIGRATION BILL. IT IS OPEN TO

SERIOUS OBJECTIONS FROM INDIANS’ STANDPOINT. IT DISTURBS,
CONTRARY TO A PROVISIONAL SETTLEMENT, SEVERAL EXISTING
RIGHTS.  SECTION THREE TAKES AWAY SUPREME COURT’S JURIS-
DICTION HITHERTO POSSESSED.  CLAUSE (a), SUB-SECTION I,
SECTION FOUR SEEMS TO TAKE AWAY THE RIGHTS OF EDUCATED
INDIANS WHO HAVE PREVIOUSLY ENTERED THE CAPE OR NATAL
BY REASON OF THEIR EDUCATION. SAME CLAUSE ALSO CONTEM-
PLATES THE PROHIBITION OF ENTRY INTO THE FREE STATE,
ALTHOUGH THE IMMIGRANT MAY HAVE PASSED THE EDUCATION
TEST. SUB-SECTION THREE, SECTION FOUR, MATERIALLY REST-
RICTS RIGHTS POSSESSED BY THE NATAL AND THE CAPE INDIANS
TO RE-ENTER AT ANY PORT. SUB-SECTION l, SECTION FIVE, DEPRIVES
NATAL INDIANS, NOT STRICTLY DOMICILED BUT OF LONG RE-
SIDENCE THEREIN, OF RIGHTS HITHERTO POSSESSED.  PROVISO
SECTION FIVE RESTRICTS THE LEGAL EFFECT OF TRANSVAAL
REGISTRATION CERTIFICATES AND NATAL RESIDENTIAL CERTIFICATES.
BILL DOES NOT APPEAR TO PROTECT RIGHTS OF INTERMIGRA-
TION TO THE CAPE OR NATAL OF EDUCATED INDIANS UNDER
EXISTING LEGISLATION AND SOUTH AFRICA-BORN INDIANS TO

1 1t appears that similar telegrams were sent also to Sir Thomas
Smartt and Drummond Chaplin, Members of Parliament. It was later passed
on, to and published in Indian Opinion, 7-6-1913, with corrections and the
following words in Gandhiji’s hand: “Mr. Gandhi’s telegram to the Minister,
9th April 1913.” A copy of this telegram was cabled to G. K. Gokhale.
Gandhiji made it a practice to send him such important communications to
keep him informed. A similar telegram was sent by Cachalia on behalf of
the British Indian Association on April 15.
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ENTER THE CAPE UNDER THE EXISTING CAPE LAWS. LASTLY
SEARLE JUDGMENT REQUIRES AMENDMENT OF THE BILL RECOGNI-
ZING INDIAN MARRIAGES CELEBRATED ACCORDING TO INDIAN
RELIGIONS IN ORDER TO PROTECT LAWFUL WIVES AND MINOR
CHILDREN. HOPE ABOVE OBJECTIONS WILL MEET THE SYMPATHETIC
CONSIDERATION OF THE MINISTER AND THUS REVIVAL OF PASSIVE
RESISTANCE AND ALL CONSEQUENT SUFFERINGS MAY BE AVOIDED.!

GANDHI

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy with corrections in Gan-
dhiji’s hand: S. N. 5752

5. TELEGRAM TO MINISTER OF INTERIOR

PHENIX,
April 9, 1913

INTERIOR
Care Town
REFERRING TO MY TELEGRAM? OF TODAY, I JUST OBSERVE
THAT SUB-SECTION (g), SECTION FIVE, UNLIKE PREVIOUS BILL,
DOES NOT PROTECT WIVES AND MINOR CHILDREN OF EDUCATED
ENTRANTS. BILL ALSO NOT CLEAR THAT NO DECLARATIONS
WILL BE REQUIRED FROM EDUCATED ENTRANTS INTO THE FREE
STATE, ALTHOUGH THEY WILL REMAIN LIABLE TO RESTRICTIONS
AS TO TRADE, FARMING AND OWNERSHIP OF LAND. COULD I
KNOW WHY WORDS ARE ADDED IN SECOND SCHEDULE TO EXTEND
REPEAL ACT 2, 1907, WHICH DON’T APPEAR IN THE LAST BILL?3
GANDHI

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy with corrections in Gan-
dhiji’s hand: S. N. 5753

1 For the reply from the Minister of the Interior, vide Appendix III.
2 Vide the preceding item.
3 For the reply from the Minister of the Interior, vide Appendix III.



6. LETTER TO E. F. C. LANE

PuENIx,
NaTAL,
April 9, 1913
DEAR MR. LANE,

The papers have given the information that General
Smuts! will be in charge of the Immigration Bill whose text I have
only just seen. I enclose herewith copy of the telegram? I have
addressed to the Government which will show General Smuts how
seriously open to objection the Bill is, examined purely from the
passive resistance standpoint. You will see that my telegram
covers practically the whole ground. You may remember that
some of these objections were discussed thoroughly, and General
Smuts, so far as I am aware, promised to meet them all. One thing
has been omitted from the telegram. In the correspondence bet-
ween us of last year,® I questioned whether declaration would be
required from educated entrants under the Free State reservation
clause. If it be eligible, the clause will have to be altered so that,
whilst the prohibition against the ownership of fixed property,
farming, etc., continues, the declaration is dispensed with as re-
gards those who enter under the proposed measure as immigrants
into the Union.

The question about Indian marriages might conceivably be
treated as a new point, but is it in reality ? I certainly never dreamt
that Indian marriages that have been hitherto recognized by the
Courts of Law in the Union were unlawfully recognized. It can-
not for a moment be denied that the Searle judgment shakes the
existence of Indian society to its foundation.

Will you place this letter before General Smuts and, even if
he is not to be in charge of this Bill, may I look to him for support ?
I know he will accept my assurance that I am not itching for pas-
sive resistance, indeed, I was so sure of the Bill carrying out the
provisional settlement both to the letter and in the spirit that I was

I Jan Christiaan Smuts (1870-1950); South African soldier and statesman
Prime Minister, 1919-24 and 1939-48

2 Vide “Telegram to Minister of Interior”, pp. 7-8.

3 Vide Vol. XI.
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preparing for a visit to India in June,but I fear that, if the objections
are not met, a revival of the awful struggle is a certainty.

I am,
Yours  sincerely,
E. F. C. Lang, Esq.
PrRIVATE SECRETARY TO GENERAL SMUTS
Care Town

[PS.]

You will see that I have sent a further telegram! to the Interior

as a new discovery has been just made. In it I have brought out
the Free State difficulty.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 5754

7. TELEGRAM TO BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

[PHENIXK,
After April 9, 1913]
Bias?
JOHANNESBURG

READ BILL UNACCEPTABLE SENT FULL TELEGRAMS® CAPE. HOPE
ALL READY FIGHT.

GANDHI
From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 5759

1 Vide the preceding item.
2 Telegraphic address of the British Indian Association

3 The reference, apparently, is to the telegrams to the Minister of the
Interior dated April 9, 1913; vide pp. 7-8.



8. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY
70 GOVERNOR-GENERAL

21-24, Court CHAMBERS,

Rissik STREET,
JOHANNESBURG,
April 10, 1913

THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO

His ExcerrLency THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL
PrRETORIA
SIR,

I have the honour to enclose herewith, in triplicate, copies of
Resolutions! passed at a Mass Meeting of British Indians held at
the Hamidia Islamic Hall, Vrededorp, on the 30th ultimo; and to
request that His Excellency will be good enough to have same
forwarded to the Hon’ble the Secretary of State for the Colonies
and the Hon’ble the Secretary of State for India.

I have, etc.,
A. M. CAcHALIA
CHAIRMAN,
BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Colonial Office Records: 551/39

9. LETTER TO SECRETARY FOR INTERIOR

PueEnix,
April 11, 1913
TO
THE SECRETARY FOR THE INTERIOR?
Care Town
SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 4th instant. I beg to thank the Minister for accepting the two
names that were rejected from among the educated entrants for
the past year.

1 Vide Appendix II; also, “The Storm Signal”, p. 3.
2 E. M. Gorges
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It is not my intention that the names of entrants submitted by
me in future should always be accepted. But I do respectfully
submit that the names of such entrants up to six for the Transvaal
should be submitted by me in my representative capacity and that
they should be accepted by the Government so long as the settle-
ment remains in a provisional state. As soon as it becomes final,
as I hope it will be during the current session, no doubt, some
arrangement satisfactory alike to the Government and the Indian
community will be made for the selection.

Personally, I think that the Government of India can have
no voice in the selection for the simple reason that they cannot
judge the wants of the local community. I venture to think that,
if after the settlement becomes final, different Indian associations
and groups submit too many different names, it will be for the
Government to give due weight to each representation and select
from the names so submitted the number, previously determined, of
entrants for any particular year.

I note that your letter seems to suggest that the entrants will
be restricted to certain provinces. I beg to point out that the settle-
ment contemplates the ability of educated entrants, under a general
Bill governing the whole Union, to enter and settle in any province
of the Union subject, nevertheless, to the local disabilities not con-
nected with immigration. It is submitted that it is the essence of
the compromise that, as to immigration, new Indian immigrants
are not to suffer any disability not imposed upon any other section
or race. This, however, is a matter which is now, I note from your
wire, among the other points raised by me, under the consideration
of the Government.

I am now asking the Immigration Office, Pretoria, to let me
have permits for the two gentlemen whose names have been
accepted.

I have the honour to be,
Str,
Your obedient servant,

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 5762



10. LETTER TO REGISTRAR OF ASIATICS

[PuENIX,]
April 11, 1913

THE REGISTRAR OF ASIATICS
PRETORIA
SIR,

We understand that the proof you require in case of wives of
registered Indians is a certificate from a first-class magistrate in
India to the effect that the person claiming to be the wife of a
registered Indian is, to the knowledge of the magistrate gained from
the evidence before him, the wife of such Indian and that such
certificate should bear the thumb - impression of such registered
Indian, if he is then in India.

We understand further that the proof you require in respect
of minor children is a certificate from a first-class magistrate that
the child appearing before him is to his knowledge, gained from
the evidence before him, the child of the person claiming to be its
father and that the certificate should bear the thumb-print of the
child as also the father, if he be there.

We shall esteem it a favour if you will be good enough to let
us know whether we are correctly informed. We may state that
we have already published the information in our Gujarati columns
but, if we would have it authentically from you, it will materially
assist Indian claimants and obviate trouble and delay in future.

We remain,

Yours faithfully,
From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 5764

11. THE NEW BILL

The long-promised Immigration Bill has at last seen the light
of day. We might say, at once, that it is disappointing, it is worse
than its predecessor, and fails in material respects to give effect to
the provisional settlement. Elsewhere will be found a detailed list
of the points! in which it falls short of the settlement. It is a pity
that this is so. The Government have so often declared their inten-

1 Vide ¢ Its Effect”, pp. 16-7.
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tion of carrying out the terms of the settlement that the Bill will
come as a rude shock to those who have at all cared to follow that
settlement. The Bill confirms the suspicion that the Government
only want to give us what they must, that they wish ill even to
those who have established rights in the Union, and that, by hook or
by crook, they desire to compass our ruin. In carrying out this
ruthless policy, they have gone as far as they dare in their precious
Bill. If it becomes law in its present form, it will whittle away some
of our cherished and existing rights and make our position, insecure
as it already is, doubly so. The Bill plays with words regarding the
Free State difficulty and is quite on a par with the Immigration
Act of the Transvaal in unscrupulous subtlety. The immigration
law of the Transvaal, as we have pointed out so often, has crea-
ted a legal racial bar without anyone, save those well versed in
the Transvaal laws, knowing it. So it seems to us, does this Bill
create a legal racial bar without a superficial reader being able
to detect it.

Unless the Government yield and amend the Bill materially,
passive resistance must revive, and, with it, all the old miseries,
sorrows and sufferings. Homes, just re-established, must be broken up.
Those passive resisters who have resumed their ordinary vocations,
must exchange them for that of becoming once more His Majesty’s
guests in his gaols in South Africa. We do still hope that the
Government will see their way to grant relief. But, if they do not,
we must learn the lesson again of finding pleasure in pain.

Indian Opinion, 12-4-1913

12. THE MARRIAGE IMBROGLIO

The letter on the marriage question from the Master of the
Supreme Court, Natal Provincial Division, and Counsel’s opinion
obtained thereon, both of which will be found in another column,!
show clearly what an important issue faces the Indian community.
The Master himself realizes the full significance of his attitude and,
therefore, suggests to the European Executor of the deceased that
the Supreme Court should be moved in order to determine the
position. This case shows, in a manner in which it could not be
shown otherwise equally vividly, how absolutely necessary it is for
the Indian community to secure an amendment of the law as to
non-Christian Indian marriages.

1 These are not given here.
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Mr. Cachalia has received an apparently soothing reply from
the Government on the resolutions of the recently held Johannesburg
mass meeting. The Government assure Mr. Cachalia and, through
him, the community, that they do not intend to disturb the practice
that has hitherto existed, in spite of the Searle judgment. We accept
the assurance but it is not worth much. In vital matters, assurances
which are in conflict with an actual legal position can afford little
relief. For the question is not, in the present case, that of introduc-
ing a few Indian wives into the Union per year, but it is one of
determining the theoretical status of Indian women. In plain
language, the Searle judgment reduces their status from that of
being honoured and honourable wives of their husbands to one of
concubinage. In the eye of the law, now Mrs. Cachalia, Mrs.
Naidoo, Mrs. Cama and Mrs. Gandhi are concubines, and their
offspring not honoured and beloved sons or daughters of their
parents but illegitimate children. What comfort can it be to these
husbands that, though the law may consider their dear ones as the
lepers of society, the Government will condescend not to do so?
So much for the sentiment of the matter, which, to us, is the reality.
It often happens that what hurts the sentiment also hurts the matter.
At any rate, such is the position in this marriage question. The
Janubie case! illustrates our point. The Government’s condes-
cension is of no avail to the poor widow. The Master of the Supreme
Court has no discretion to do otherwise than carry out a law which
he has to administer. So long as the Searle judgment stands, he
must treat Janubie, not as the widow of her husband but as a kept
woman, and as such disentitled to remission of succession duty.
With all the good-will in the world, the Government can grant no
relief, for they cannot direct the Master as they can an Immigration
Officer. Hence it is absolutely necessary to amend the law as re-
quested by the great meeting of Johannesburg. The Government
have a golden opportunity of granting the necessary relief. They
can do so by slightly amending the Immigration Bill they have just
published, and it will be the best earnest of their good-will.

Indian Opinion, 12-4-1913

1 Vide ““Janubie Case”, pp. 19-20.



13. ITS EFFECT

The above Bill! fails to carry out the provisional settlement be-
cause it takes away, contrary to the settlement, existing rights, i.e.,

(1) Section 3 takes away the Court’s jurisdiction, hitherto
exercised in terms of existing statutes now to be repealed.

(2) Clause (a) sub-section 1 of Section 4 seems to take away
rights acquired by educated Indians who may have entered the
Cape or Natal by passing the education test.

(3) Sub-section 3, Section 4 restricts rights possessed by the
Natal and the Cape Indians to re-enter at any port.

(4) Sub-section (f), Section 5 deprives Natal Indians, not
strictly domiciled, but of long residence therein of domiciliary rights
hitherto possessed. (This may turn thousands of Indians now resi-
dent in Natal into prohibited immigrants.)

(5) Proviso Section 5 very largely nullifies the legal effect
of Transvaal registration certificates. (These, in spite of treble
registration, in most cases, cease, under the Bill, to constitute, in
Lord Milner’s words, ‘“‘an indefeasible title to residence in the
Transvaal’’; for three years’ absence from the Transvaal would,
under the Bill, destroy the title to residence created by the certi-
ficates.

(6) The same proviso invalidates the Natal domicile certi-
ficates, after three years’ absence by the holders.

(7) The same proviso restricts the right of Cape or Transvaal
Indians to enter Natal by passing the present education test of
Natal, and of the Natal and the Transvaal Indians to enter the Cape
by passing its education test.

(8) The same proviso takes away the right of South Africa-
born Indians to enter the Cape under its existing statute.

Further examined from the passive resistance standpoint only,
the Bill is also defective in that:

(1) Sub-clause (a) sub-section I of Section 4 seems to contem-
plate the prohibition of the entry into the Free State of new
immigrants who may pass the education test.

(2) Even if it does not prohibit such entry, the Bill seems
to require a declaration from an educated immigrant which would
not be required from any other immigrant as an immigrant.

1 The reference is to the Immigration Bill.
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(3) Sub-clause (g) of Section 5 does not recognize the right
of the wives and minor children of new immigrants to enter the
Union with their husbands.

(4) And the Bill does not correct the defect, discovered by the
Searle judgment, in the existing South African laws as to Indian
marriages and minor children born of such marriages.

Indian Opinion, 12-4-1913

14. THE NEW BILL AND THE OLD

There are many points of difference and of similarity between
the above Bill and the abortive draft of 1912.! The structure of the
new Bill is very dissimilar to that of the 1912 measure. Section 1
corresponds with sub-sections 1 and 2 of Section 3 of the 1912 Bill,
but sub-section 3 of Section 3 is elaborated and extended, both as
to scope and methods of administration, in the twelve sub-sections
of Section 2 of the new Bill, providing the machinery for appeals to
Immigration Boards, which are to have, subject to instructions to
be given them by the Minister pursuant to the general terms of the
Bill, final jurisdiction except on questions of domicile, and Section
3, excluding the jurisdiction of the courts of law, except in matters
of domicile, is entirely new.

Section 4 corresponds generally with Section 4 of the 1912
Bill, but it also includes the Provincial restrictions of Section 7 of
the old Bill. There are, however, two provisions which radically
distinguish it from that measure. First, there is the clause providing
for exclusion, at the will of the Minister, upon economic grounds,
and secondly, the education test is to be that of the existing Provincial
statutes. Sub-sections 2 and 3 are new.

Sections 5 of the two Bills correspond, except that sub-section
(f) confines the exemption to persons domiciled in any Province,
persons otherwise resident not being protected. No provision is
made for the recognition of non-Christian Indian marriages or for the
protection of the children of these marriages. South Africa-born
Indians, who have today the right to proceed to the Cape Province
unmolested, are deprived of that right by the first proviso of this
section, whilst the second proviso enables the authorities to
prevent the return to South Africa of any Indian who has been
absent from the country for more than three years. This proviso
is new. Sections 6 of each Bill, though differing considerably in

1 Vide Vol. XI, pp. 552-5.
XII-2
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language, have substantially the same effect in each. Section 7
corresponds substantially with sub-section 2 of Section 28 of the
1912 Bill. Sections 8, 9 and 10 of each substantially correspond.
Chapter III of the new Bill corresponds in the main with Chapter
IT of the 1912 measure, and deals with the special powers for pre-
venting the entry of and dealing with prohibited immigrants at the
ports of entry. Section 19 appears to be intended to cover the
provisions of Sections 18 and 19 of the old Bill, but the new Bill
provides that any person found within the Union is liable to an
inquisition by the Immigration Officer, and may be, unless he satis-
fies the Immigration Officer that he is not a prohibited immigrant,
dealt with as such, subject to his right of appeal to a Board. Sub-
section 2 provides a new procedure not contemplated in the obsolete
measure. Section 20 of each Bill is the same. Sections 21 and 22
of the new Bill, whilst including the same general provisions as those
of the corresponding sections of the 1912 Bill, exempt from their
operation persons born in South Africa. Sub-sections 1 and 2 of
Section 23 of the new Bill correspond with the similar sub-sections
of the old measure. Sub-section 3 is new. Section 24 is the same.
The first part of sub-section 1 of Section 25, giving the Minister
the power to exempt any person from the provisions of Section 4,
is new. Sub-section 2 speaks of a “‘certificate of identity’’, and not of
a “permit”’, as does the corresponding sub-section of the 1912 Bill,
and the period of its validity is not limited. But this advantage
is nullified by the second proviso of Section 5. Section 26 corres-
ponds, generally, with Section 26 of the old Bill,and provides for the
issue of regulations by the Governor-General. Section 27, provid-
ing for penalties, is the same. Section 28 corresponds generally
with sub-section 1 of Section 28 of the old measure, save that any
Asiatic not exempted from the provisions of Section 4,all of whose
tests he may have passed, is required to register under Act 36 of
1908. Section 29 corresponds with Section 1 of the 1912 Bill, and
sets forth the measures to be repealed. Section 30 is generally iden-
tical with Section 2 of the old measure. Section 31 brings the
Bill, if enacted, into force on July lst next.

Indian Opinion, 12-4-1913



15. JANUBIE CASE

We have commented on this case before now.! This time we
have received more important documents which we reproduce in
the English section.? Among these is a letter from the Master of
the Provincial Supreme Court in which he states that, though
there are affidavits by Mr. Ismail Bhayat and other gentlemen, he
cannot accept these as evidence. The trustee has to prove that the
marriage is legal, failing which no rebate will be allowed on ac-
count of the wife’s share. The Master has also advised the trustee
to consult a lawyer, as the case is important for the Indian com-
munity as a whole. Accordingly, the case was referred to a lawyer
for his opinion. Mr. Tatham, the lawyer, is of the view that Bai
Janubie’s marriage cannot be treated as legally valid. A marriage
can be considered legally valid only if it has been either registered
or solemnized according to Christian rites. The gentleman adds
that the opinion he has given need not frighten the Muslims as
they can have their marriages registered! We are not surprised
at this view. It is necessary, however, to understand it fully. Only
those who do not understand this case will remain unconcerned.
Those who understand it will not sit still even for a moment.
According to Mr. Tatham, men whose marriages were duly solem-
nized and who have had children should now admit that their wives
were hitherto not lawful wives and they are advised to secure legal
status for their wives by getting the marriages registered now. We
hope no Indians will agree to do so. Does it make any sense to
say that a man and a woman who are already married should be
married again? Mr. Tatham states, moreover, that a person
having two wives will be considered to have committed an offence
under the law. This is true, indeed, but it is a position which we
cannot tolerate. We give the warning that this case has implications
so grave that, even if the Government were to drop the matter,
our children will not be recognized as legal heirs by the courts.
The Government cannot dictate to the courts. This is not a matter
concerning the administration of law but its interpretation, which
rests with the courts. The Government can permit the entry of
our wives by issuing orders to the officers in charge, so that we may

1 Vide “The Marriage Imbroglio”, pp. 14-5.
2 These are not given here.
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be pacified. But it is for the courts to accept our children as legal
heirs. If our marriages are treated as legally invalid, the courts
will be able to offer us no relief. The difficulty can be solved only
through amendment of the law.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-4-1913

16. FOR HINDUS

There is a belief, we hear, that the decision of Mr. Justice
Searle does not apply to Hindus or Parsees. This belief is un-
founded. The decision means, in plain terms, that marriages not
contracted according to the law of this land are no marriages at
all. It is not material, from the point of view of this ruling, whether
as a matter of fact a person has one wife or more. This needs to
be carefully borne in mind. We shall go so far as to offer the advice
that until this dispute is settled, those Hindus or Muslims or Parsees
who do not wish their wives to join satyagraha should not ask them
to come here. What surprises and grieves us is the fact that Indians
in South Africa have not yet flared up as a result of this judgment.
It would seem as though we had lost all spirit. Shall we merely

look on when our wives are treated as concubines by the law of
this land?

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-4-1913

17. REPLY TO THE ASSOCIATION

Mr. Cachalia has received a reply to the resolutions on the
subject of marriages passed at a meeting of the British Indian Asso-
ciation in Johannesburg and communicated to the Government
at Cape Town.! The Minister for the Interior says in the reply
that he fails to understand why the decision of Mr. Justice Searle
should have agitated the community so much. The community
is not unaware [he says] of the legal position and the Government’s
view on the subject of marriages. The Government has frequently
stated that, whatever the legal position, it does not intend to enforce
the law in an oppressive manner. If a woman’s marriage has been
celebrated according to the rites of Islam or any other religion,

1 Vide ‘‘Letter to Private Secretary to Governor-General”, p. 11.
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if the evidence adduced in support of the marriage is satisfactory
and if it is shown that the husband has no other wife in South Africa,
she is allowed to land. Officers have been instructed not to depart
from the practice that has obtained so far, the Searle judgment
notwithstanding. This reply goes to prove the correctness of our
inference, based on a Reuter telegram, regarding the effect of the
resolutions passed at the meeting of the Association. There is no
doubt that the Government has been taken aback by the resolution
about satyagraha. It appears from [its] telegram that for the pre-
sent women will not be subjected to further harassment; but this is
not enough to reassure us. We cannot rest in peace so long as the
sword of the Searle judgment continues to hang over our heads.
If, in fact, the Government did not intend to make any change in
the current practice, why did it seek a categorical ruling from
Mr. Justice Searle? Why was Bai Mariam detained ? Even ac-
cording to the Government, Bai Mariam’s co-wife is in India. We
do not know whether her husband has another wife. It is, how-
ever, a sufficient reply to the Government that even if he has another
wife, she is in India. Thus, the assurance given to us in the tele-
gram is an after-thought on the part of the Government. If]
moreover, we consider the position of Janubie in this context, we
shall see that the Government will not be able to intervene in her
case. If her marriage is not treated as legally valid, she forfeits
her right and, until the law is amended, neither the Government
nor anyone else is empowered to grant us relief. The Parlia-
ment alone can do so. It rests with the Government to move the
Parliament for the purpose. Now that the Parliament is in session,
and the Immigration Bill is before it, the Government has a golden
opportunity of redressing our grievance if it really means to do so.
If we are sincere enough, and so is the Association, the Government
cannot but be sincere likewise. If we mean what we say, we shall
hold meetings everywhere to extend support to the Association’s
resolutions and, if the Association is sincere, it will not yield an inch
whether it receives any support or not.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-4-1913



18. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT HEALTH [-XV]

7. EXERCISE

Exercise is just as essential to mankind as are air, water and
food, though it is true that man cannot get on for a long time with-
out air, water and food as he can without exercise. It is a fact of
common experience, however, that one cannot enjoy really good
health without exercise. We have to interpret exercise in the same
way that we did “‘food”. Exercise does not necessarily mean moi-
dandal, football, cricket or going out for a walk. Exercise means
physical and mental activity. Just as food is necessary for the mind
as much as for bones and flesh, so also is exercise necessary both
for body and mind. If the body has no exercise, it is sickly and,
if the mind has none, it is dull. Stupidity should also be regarded
only as a kind of illness. It betrays sheer ignorance to describe as
healthy a wrestler who, though adept at wrestling, is mentally a
boor. There is a saying in English that he alone is healthy who
has a sound mind in a sound body.

What is this exercise? Nature has so arranged things for
us that we can be continuously taking exercise in one way or an-
other. If we but think calmly enough, we shall see that a majority
of people in the world live on agriculture. All members in a
farmer’s family have some form of exercise. It is only if they work
eight, ten or even more hours every day in the fields or elsewhere
that they can get their daily bread. They need no separate exer-
cise for the mind. A farmer cannot work without applying his
mind. He must be able to test the nature of his soil, must watch
changes of weather, must know how to manipulate his plough
skilfully and be generally familiar with the movements of the stars,
the sun and the moon. However clever a city-dweller may be,
every time he goes to a farmer’s house, he feels altogether out of his
element. The farmer can say how seed should be sown; he is
familiar with all the by-ways in the vicinity and knows all the men
in the neighbourhood. By looking at the stars he can judge the
direction even at night. He can make certain deductions from
the voice and speed of birds; for instance, when certain birds cluster
or sing together, he sees in it a sign of the approach of the mon-
soon or some other similar phenomenon. Thus, the farmer knows

1 An Indian game
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enough of astronomy, geography and geology to serve his needs.
He has to feed his children and has, therefore, some idea of the
duties of man, and, residing as he does in the vast open spaces of
this earth, he naturally becomes aware of the greatness of God.
Physically, it goes without saying, he is always sturdy. He is his
own physician, when ill. Thus, we can see, he does have an edu-
cated mind.

But all men are not going to be farmers. Moreover, these
chapters are not being written for the benefit of farmers. The
question is, what should those who have gone into business or some
similar profession do in this regard ? The farmer’s life has been
described at some length in order that we may find a rational answer
to this problem, that we who are not farmers can arrange our way
of life somewhat on the pattern of his and that we may realize that,
in so far as our manner of living differs from the farmer’s, we would
enjoy poorer health. We can conclude from a farmer’s way of
living that a man should do physical work for eight hours a day and
that of a kind that would stimulate our mental powers in the very
process of doing it. Now, merchants and others certainly obtain
mental exercise in the course of their work, but this is one-sided.
A business man does not know astronomy or geography or history,
as the farmer does. He may be able to judge about movements of
prices and may be proficient in the art of salesmanship, but this is
not enough to exercise fully his mental faculties. In this type of
work, the body does perform some movements now and then, but
they are too slight to be of any account.

In the West, they have invented games like cricket for such
people. Another way is to observe some days in the year as holi-
days, when more games are played, and to do some light reading
by way of mental exercise. This is one method which we may
consider. To be sure, spending time in sports does give some
exercise to the body, but exercise of this kind does nothing to im-
prove the mind. We can see the truth of this from numerous in-
stances. What proportion of men of high intellectual calibre shall
we find among those who regularly play cricket or from among the
large number who play football? In India, what do we observe as
regards the mental development of the princes who give their time
to sports? Again, how many of those with well-developed intellec-
tual powers are sportsmen? Experience shows that highly in-
tellectual men are seldom sportsmen as well. The British nowadays
are very much given to sports. Their own poet, Kipling, has descri-
bed these sportsmen as enemies of the mind, and adds that they
will also prove themselves enemies to their country. In India, our
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intellectuals seem to have found a different way. They provide
exercise for their minds but relatively very little or none for their
bodies. These people are lost to us. Their bodies are enfeebled by
excessive intellectual work. They are continually pursued by some
ailment or other and just when they have gained enough experience
to be of real use to the country, they pass away. From this we may
conclude that neither exercising the brain alone nor the body alone
is enough and also that exercise which serves no useful purpose,
namely, that derived from sports, has little meaning. Real exer-
cise is that which trains, continuously, both mind and body alike.
He alone who takes such exercise can preserve good health. The
farmer is the only such person.

Then, what are those to do who are not farmers ? The exercise
obtained from sports such as cricket leaves much to be desired. We
must, therefore, think of a form of exercise something like what the
farmer gets. Businessmen and others similarly placed can make
a garden round their house and regularly spend two to four hours
a day digging there. Hawkers get exercise from their own work
itself. If we are living in a rented room, we should not raise any
difficulty about working in another’s land, for that would indicate
a small mind. We would derive nothing but benefit from working
on land, whosoever’s it might be. The appearance of our house
would be improved and we would have the satisfaction of having
looked after another’s land. It is necessary to say a few words for
those who cannot find an opportunity to work on land or who do
not favour such work in any circumstances. Apart from working
on land, the best form of exercise is walking. It has been truly
described as the king of physical exercises. Our fakirs and sadhus
are very healthy. One reason for this is that they do not use
horses, carriages or other vehicles. Their journeys are always per-
formed on foot. There has been a famous American writer named
Thoreaul!, who has written a highly thought-provoking book on
the subject of walking. According to him, the writings of one who
refuses to leave his house on the excuse of lack of time and who
undertakes no physical activity, are bound to be anaemic like him-
self. Speaking of his own experience, he says that when he wrote
his best books he was doing his longest walking. He thought noth-
ing of walking four or five hours at a stretch. Just as we cannot
work when we are hungry, so it should be with exercise. We do

1Henry David Thoreau (1817-62); American philosopher, naturalist and
writer; author, among others, of Walden, or Life in the Woods and Excursions. Vide
also Vol. VII, pp. 211-2.
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not know how to measure mental work, therefore, we are not able
to realize that mental work done unaccompanied by physical
exercise will inevitably be dull and ineffectual. Walking results in
rapid circulation of blood in all the parts of the body, promotes
movements in every organ and strengthens it. One should remember
that the arms move during walking. We obtain fresh air by going
for a walk and behold the beauties of Nature. One should not
take walks always in the same place or in narrow lanes but go out
into fields and groves. We will then be able to appreciate in
some measure the beauty of Nature. A walk of a mile or two can
scarcely be called walking. A walk, to be worth the name, should
cover ten or twelve miles. Those who cannot do this regularly can
take long walks on Sundays. A certain patient, who used to suffer
from indigestion, went one day to an experienced vaidya' for some
pills. The vaidya advised him to take short but regular walks. The
patient protested that he was too weak. The vaidya realized that
he was, in fact, a timid man. He thereupon took the patient with
him in his carriage. On the way he purposely dropped his whip.
The patient, out of politeness, had to get out to pick it up. The
vaidya immediately drove off. The poor patient had to follow,
panting hard for breath. The vaidya having made sure that the
former had covered a fairly long distance, turned the carriage
back, picked him up and told him that, since walking was the only
medicine for him, he—the ovaidya—had forced him to walk even
at the risk of appearing cruel. By this time, however, the patient
was ravenously hungry and had forgotten all about the whip episode.
He thanked the doctor, went home and ate his fill. Those who
are not in the habit of walking and suffer from indigestion and its
accompanying ills should try the experiment.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-4-1913

1 Physician practising Ayurveda, an indigenous system of medicine



19. LETTER TO SECRETARY FOR INTERIOR!
April 14, 1913

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 5th instant, in reply to my telegram? of the 2nd instant, re-
garding the recent judgment given by Mr. Justice Searle.

I am to submit that it had never, before the judgment of
Mr. Justice Searle, become clear to the community that non-
Christian marriages not registered in South Africa would not be re-
cognized by the South African Courts. Mr. Justice Wessels’ judg-
ment?, delivered sometime ago, went perilously near such a pro-
nouncement, but his judgment turned rather upon the legality
or otherwise of bigamous marriages than upon the validity of
marriages celebrated according to the rites of the various great
Indian faiths. As the Hon’ble the Minister will have noticed,
Mr. Justice Searle’s decision was not based upon any precedent,
but was an original pronouncement upon the Marriage Law, the
case before him having been considered a test-case.

Moreover, up to now, Hindu, Mahomedan and Parsee mar-
riages have not been questioned, and the Masters of the several
Divisions have recognized them. But, since the judgment referred
to, the Master of the Natal Provincial Division, my Association
understands, has questioned the validity of a Mahomedan marriage
in connection with the succession of the widow of a deceased
Mahomedan to his estate.*

My Association is grateful to the Government for giving the
assurance that it is not their intention to apply the law in a harsh
or arbitrary manner, but, in view of the judgment in question,
I hope that the Government will understand the attitude of the
community represented by the meeting in considering the assurance
as not sufficiently meeting the requirements of the situation. In
the eye of the law now, Indian wives of non-Christian persuasion
are not wives but concubines. I feel sure that the Government
will appreciate the position of the community if it resents, as it

I This was signed by A. M. Cachalia.
2 This is not available.

3 Vide Vol. XI, pp. 243-4 & 262.

4 Vide “Janubie Case”, pp. 19-20.
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does resent, such a humiliating reduction of the status of Indian
wives and, as has been already pointed out, the legal consequences
of the judgment, which, it is apprehended, it is not within the
power of the Government by administrative action to remedy, are
serious enough to warrant an alteration of the law.

My Association, therefore, ventures to hope that the Govern-
ment will be graciously pleased to give due consideration to the
feelings of the Indian community in the matter, and take the op-
portunity that the introduction of the new Immigration Bill offers
to remedy the evil created by the unexpected judgment of Justice
Searle.!

Indian Opinion, 19-4-1913

20. TELEGRAM TO MINISTER OF INTERIOR

[PrENIX,]
April 15, 1913

THE INTERIOR

AM GRATEFUL GOVERNMENT FULL REPLY? STOP REGRET
HOWEVER REPLY UNSATISFACTORY. COMMUNITY'S EXPERIENCE
BOARDS HITHERTO MOST UNHAPPY. RIGHT APPROACHING SUP-
REME COURT CHERISHED PRIVILEGE STOP BOTH PREVIOUS BILLS
THEORETICAL RIGHT ENTRY FREE STATE WAS TO BE RECO-
GNIZED. HOWEVER CONVENIENT SUB-SECTION THREE SECTION
FOUR MAY BE IT CONSTITUTES CLEAR DEPARTURE EXISTING

1 The Secretary wrote on May 9: I am directed .. . to inform you in
reply that it would be entirely opposed to the principles of European civiliza-
tion to pass legislation which would have the effect of disturbing in any way the
position in regard to the solemnization of valid marriages, as it now exists in
South Africa under the Roman-Dutch Law, by recognizing as valid any marriages
solemnized under a form which permits of the union of one man with more
than one woman.

“As you seem to question the statement, made by me in my previous
communication that the position, as indicated in Mr. Justice Searle’s judgment,
has been well understood in South Africa for many years past, I am to
invite your attention to the fact that a case bearing on this question was settled
in the Cape Courts so long ago as 1860, and, as a result, an Act was passed
in that year which provides additional facilities for contracting valid mar-
riages by empowering the Governor to appoint special Marriage Officers for the
purpose of solemnizing marriages of persons professing the Jewish faith and
of persons professing the Mohammedan faith.”

2 Vide Appendix III.
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LAW  PRACTICE STOP PRESENT NATAL IMMIGRATION ACT
GENERALLY ACCEPTS THREE YEARS RESIDENCE EQUIVALENT
DOMICILE. RETENTION SUCH CLAUSE FOR NATAL CANNOT
CONFER RIGHT NOT HITHERTO EXISTING STOP IN NATAL INDIAN
ABSENTING NO MATTER HOW MANY  YEARS CAN LEGALLY
RE-ENTER IF HE CAN ESTABLISH PREVIOUS DOMICILE AS
LIBERALLY DEFINED BY NATAL ACT STOP PROVISIONAL SETTLE-
MENT NEVER CONTEMPLATED THAT EXISTING INDIAN RIGHTS
COULD BE DIMINISHED BY NEW BILL IF EUROPEAN RIGHTS
COULD ALSO BE DIMINISHED STOP MATTER OF FACT VAST
MAJORITY EUROPEANS NOT AFFECTED BY PROVISO BUT ALMOST
EVERY INDIAN ABSENTING HIMSELF OVER THREE YEARS WILL
ASSUREDLY LOSE RIGHTS RESIDENCE A POSITION WHICH I
SUBMIT IS TOTALLY TUNACCEPTABLE STOP INTER-MIGRATION IS
SUCH A TANGIBLE RIGHT AND CAN SO EASILY BE LEFT
UNDISTURBED PRESENT BILL THAT PROMISES OF MERE
ADMINISTRATIVE LIBERALITY WILL HARDLY SATISFY THOSE
CONCERNED STOP EFFECT SEARLE JUDGMENT CAN BE WHOLLY
COUNTERACTED IN MY OPINION ONLY BY LEGISLATION STOP
IT IS SUBMITTED WIVES AND MINOR CHILDREN EDUCATED
INDIANS SHOULD BE PROTECTED BY CLEAR DEFINITION AS IN
PREVIOUS BILL STOP IF MINISTER RECOGNIZE LEGAL POSSIBILITY
EDUCATED INDIAN ENTERING FREE STATE DECLARATION BY
HIM UPON ENTERING CLEARLY UNNECESSARY AND IF
INSISTED UPON WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BE IMMIGRATION DECLARA-
TION NOT REQUIRED FROM OTHER IMMIGRANTS STOP WHILE
ADMISSION IN FACT TO FREE STATE UNNECESSARY EXISTENCE
RIGHT ENTER UNDER GENERAL BILL REQUIRED FOR RESPECTING
THEORY EQUALITY IN POINT IMMIGRATION STOP YOUR REPLY
DOES NOT COVER QUESTION EXISTING RIGHTS SOUTH AFRICA-
BORN INDIANS ENTER CAPE STOP REGRET REFERENCE PASSIVE
RESISTANCE HAS BEEN INTERPRETED AS THREAT AND OFFENDED
MINISTER. NOTHING FURTHER FROM MY DESIRE THAN TO USE
THREAT OR GIVE OFFENCE BUT IN MENTIONING POSSIBILITY
REVIVAL PASSIVE RESISTANCE I HAVE ONLY MENTIONED WHAT
I KNOW IS TRUE. I HAD THOUGHT THAT BY THIS TIME
GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE SOUTH  AFRICA HAD RECOGNIZED
THAT PASSIVE RESISTANCE BY UNREPRESENTED COMMUNITY
AND OF TYPE PRACTISED BY MY COUNTRYMEN WAS A CLEAN
LEGITIMATE METHOD DEMONSTRATING INTENSITY FEELING AND
SECURING REDRESS. IF IT GIVE OFFENCE EITHER TO GOVERN-
MENT OR TO PEOPLE SOUTH AFRICA CO-WORKERS AND MYSELF
CAN ONLY TAKE THE CONSEQUENCE AND UNDERGO ORDEAL
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HOWEVER TERRIBLE FOR A CAUSE DEAR TO US AS OUR
OWN LIVES AND DEARER STILL IF POSSIBLE.!

GANDHI
From a photostat of the draft in Gandhiji’s hand: S. N. 5766

21. LETTER TO SECRETARY FOR INTERIOR

[PHENIX,]
April 15, 1913
SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 10th instant, in reply to mine of the Ist instant,>2 on the
question of Indian marriages.

With due deference to the Hon’ble the Minister of the
Interior, it is respectfully submitted that the Searle judgment, if
my reading of it is correct, lays down a definitely new principle.
Hitherto non-Christian Indian marriages have been recognized both
by the Immigration Department and the Master of the Supreme
Court. Issue of persons married according to the rites of their
respective faiths, but not before Marriage Officers, have been hither-
to accepted in intestate estates as lawful heirs. But such issue
could not, according to the Searle judgment, be now so recognized.
The Master of the Supreme Court, Natal Provincial Division, has
already, as will appear from the report enclosed herewith, raised
the question.

I am aware that the marriages registered before Marriage
Officers have not necessarily to be Christian marriages. But the
vast majority of non-Christian Indian marriages have never taken
place before Marriage Officers. All these and the marriages cele-
brated and considered by the Indian law to be legal in India, of
Indians lawfully resident in the Union, seem to be adversely affected
by the Searle judgment.

I trust that the Government do not expect that these marriages
should be solemnized or registered before Marriage Officers in the
Union, in order that they might be accepted as valid in the eye
of the law here. I gratefully acknowledge the consideration that
the Government propose to show by directing Immigration Officers
not to disturb the existing practice. But the relief that would be

1 The Ministry of the Interior in reply said that the matters raised in the
telegram were engaging the Minister’s attention.
2 Vide ““Letter to Minister of Interior”, pp. 1-2.
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thus afforded would not sufficiently meet the case if only because
no administrative action can deal with the legal consequences that
are sure to arise from the Searle judgment.

In my letter, I did not raise the question of plurality of wives.
That question does not affect vast issues as the one raised by the
Searle judgment does. But as your letter seems to imply that
South African law does not recognize plurality of wives, I may be
permitted to draw the Minister’s attention to Act 2 of 1907 (Natal)
which countenances the practice among indentured Indians. I
refer to Sections 6 and 7 of the Act which I copy and enclose here-
with for the information of the Minister.

In my humble opinion, the issue raised by the Searle judgment
can be effectively dealt with only by amending the marriage laws
of the Union so as to legalize marriages celebrated according to the

rites! of non-Christian religions and performed before non-Chris-
tian priests.?

I have, etc.,

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 5768

22. LETTER TO DRUMMOND CHAPLIN

[PHENIX, ]
April 16, 1913

MY DEAR MR. CHAPLIN,

I took the liberty of supplying® the long wire* I had to send
to the Minister of Interior regarding the Immigration Bill which,
I see from your letter to Polak, was duly delivered to you and was
engaging your attention. I now take the liberty of sending you
copy of the further communications that have passed between
the Minister and myself. Among the copies you will see the corres-
pondence regarding the recent judgment delivered by Justice
Searle whose effect is to invalidate all Indian marriages. Among
the points raised is, therefore, one asking for an amendment of the

1 The original has ‘rights”, evidently a typing error.

2 The Minister of the Interior replied to this letter on May 9: “The Minister
is quite aware of the provision contained in Natal Act No. 2 of 1907, but that
is special legislation intended to apply to a particular class of the community
who, it was not contemplated, would become a permanent section of the
inhabitants of South Africa.”

3 The original has ‘“‘replying”, obviously a typing error.

4 Vide “Telegram to Minister of Interior”, pp. 7-8.
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law of the existing legislation so as to restore the legal status as
it was understood to exist before the judgment.! The other points
need not be commented upon by me; they were, as you may recall,
discussed? at the Conference held at Mr. Hosken’s house during
Mr. Gokhale’s stay in Johannesburg.

I do hope that the Bill, if it is passed at all, will be passed with
such alterations as may be necessary to meet the vital objections
raised on behalf of the community.

I am,
Yours truly,

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 5770

23. CONVERSATION WITH KASTURBA GANDHI?
[Before April 19, 191314

When Mrs. Gandhi understood the marriage difficulty, she was incensed
and said to Mr. Gandhi: “Then I am not your wife according to the laws of
this country.” Mr. Gandhi replied that that was so and added that their chil-
dren were not their heirs. “Then,” she said, ‘“let us go to India.” Mr. Gandhi
replied that that would be cowardly and that it would not solve the difficulty.
“Could I not, then, join the struggle and be imprisoned myself?”” Mr. Gandhi
told her she could but that it was not a small matter. Her health was not good,
she had not known that type of hardship and it would be disgraceful if, after
her joining the struggle, she weakened. But Mrs. Gandhi was not to be moved.
The other ladies, so closely related and living on the Settlement, would
not be gainsaid. They insisted that, apart from their own convictions, just as
strong as Mrs. Gandhi’s, they could not possibly remain out and allow
Mrs. Gandhi to go to gaol. The proposal caused the gravest anxiety. The
step was momentous.

Indian Opinion, 1-10-1913

1 Vide the preceding item.

2 The original has “disgust”, evidently a typing error.

3 This is an extract from the column “News of the Struggle”, a weekly
feature in Indian Opinion. Vide also Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XXXIX, where
the incident is recorded in some detail.

4 Gandhiji intimated to Gokhale on April 19 Kasturba’s decision to join
the struggle, but requested him not to make it public; vide “‘Letter to G. K.
Gokhale”, p. 41.



24. THE IMMIGRATION BILL

This Bill will be read a second time on the 24th instant when
we shall learn more about it than we do from merely reading it.
In order, however, to understand and appreciate its deadly effect
on the Asiatic communities of South Africa, it is necessary to go
back to what is somewhat ancient history. Those who have felt
interested in the Indian struggle in this land will recall how stre-
nuously the Government tried, by giving a forced interpretation to
Act 2 of 1907 and Act 36 of 1908, to prevent from entering or
re-entering the Transvaal a certain considerable class of minor
children of lawfully resident Indians. If they had succeeded in
their attempt, a large portion of the resident Indian population of
the Transvaal would have been obliged to leave the Transvaal
and face ruin. Happily, this attempt was frustrated by the public-
spirited action of the late Mr. Chhotabhai who, at great cost, took
his son’s case to the Appellate Court and won it.! Indians have,
ever since, watched every new move of the Government with the
greatest suspicion. The most recent events have but confirmed
the suspicion. Their circulars about wives and children mark the
second big attempt to reduce the number of resident population.
The Bill now before Parliament seeks legislative sanction for this
policy. And every one of its restrictive clauses has to be studied
in the light of this bitter experience. For it should be remembered
that the Bill is not wanted for meeting any difficulty of European
immigration. It has been brought forward principally, if not
solely, to satisfy the passive resisters and to carry out the compact
entered into between the Imperial Government and the local
Government about the Indian settlement. And yet, instead of
carrying out the spirit and the letter of it, and instead of liberalizing
the existing laws where they tell harshly against the resident Asiatic
population, the Bill represents a deliberate policy of ridding South
Africa of its resident Asiatic population. That is how General
Botha’s statement that there was every desire, on the part of his
Government, to treat the resident Asiatics with justice and libera-
lity, is to be interpreted.

Indian Opinion, 19-4-1913
1 The court of trial had ruled that entry of his son’s name in his

registration certificate did not entitle the former to register. Vide Vol. X,
pp. 361, 371-2, 402 & 404-5.



25. LORD AMPTHILL’S COMMITTEE

The representation, made by Lord Ampthill’s! Committee, to
the Secretary of State for the Colonies is a weighty and exhaustive
document. It enables one to study, in a connected and compact
form, the march of events in South Africa regarding Indian matters.
The Committee has shown clearly how the cases cited by it evidence
a policy, on the part of the Union Government, of exterminating
the resident Indian population. The administration of the immi-
gration laws of South Africa makes Indian residence in it more and
more difficult. And the licensing law of Natal, at any rate, steps
in where the immigration laws fail to compass our ruin. The
Committee’s letter will be a difficult document for the local Govern-
ment to answer.

There is one point made by the Committee which will come as
a surprise both to the Imperial and the local Governments. The
latter have so often stated that South African law does not reco-
gnize polygamy. But the Committee has been able to show that
it has been recognized even as late as 1907 and that, too, by a
statute. Sections 6 and 7 of Act 2, 1907, of Natal provide :

Sec. 6. The provisions of Section 68 of the Indian Immigra-
tion Law, 1891, shall, as regards Indian immigrants arriving in the
Colony after the commencement of this Act, apply to all marriages
shown in the certified copies of their marriage register, notwith-
standing that any such marriage may be a polygamous marriage.

Sec. 7. The Protector of Indian Immigrants may, on the app-
lication of any Indian immigrants, men and women, who shall have
arrived in the Colony prior to the commencement of this Act, and
who shall produce certified copies of their marriage registers, and
shall show that they are the persons therein referred to, register
such marriage, notwithstanding that any such marriage may have
been a polygamous marriage or that the man may have been married
in this Colony under the provisions of the said law to any other
Indian woman.

1 Arthur Oliver Villiers Russell, Second Baron of Ampthill (1869-1936);
Governor of Madras, 1899-1906; acted as Viceroy and Governor-General of
India in 1904. He took active interest in the Indian struggle in South Africa
and was Chairman of South Africa British Indian Committee; wrote the intro-
duction to Doke’s biography of Gandhiji, vide Vol. IX, pp. 578-80.

XTII-3
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It is true that it was inconvenient for the then Government
not to recognize polygamy, because indentured Indians were wanted
by an influential class. It is now inconvenient to recognize it for
free Indian settlers because they are intruders. It will be interest-
ing to know how the local Government deal with the dilemma.

Indian Opinion, 19-4-1913

26. NATAL INDIANS, BEWARE!

The Government Notice, published elsewhere, regarding the
issue of certificates for the protection of those who may wish tem-
porarily to absent themselves from the Province, is a veritable death-
trap into which we hope not a single Indian will be caught.
The Notice seeks to do what the Natal Immigration Act provides
no warrant for. It is a bare-faced attempt to bring the Natal
Law into harmony with the Cape Law, even in advance of the new
Immigration Bill. It will be seen from the Notice that an Indian
who takes out the certificate provided for therein will have only
one year in which to return if he wishes to escape the ordeal of a
re-examination. This certificate carries with it a fee of £1 and,
as the document has to be surrendered immediately after use,
every absence from Natal means not only a fresh inquiry but a
fresh imposition of £ 1. So that, if a businessman has to leave Natal,
say, for the Cape four times a year and wishes to arm himself with
these tickets-of-leave, he must pay [£4 for them. This is a
monstrous impost. And the method that has been devised to fine
poor people is wicked. It is the duty of Indians to send a strong
protest against this latest attempt of the Government to harass
us into leaving the country.

Indian Opinion, 19-4-1913

27. SNARE

Like a hunter, the Union Government lays a number of snares
for us. Whichever of them catches us, the Government will have
its prey. On one side, there are rigorous restrictions on children,
on the other, humiliation of women; thirdly, harassment about
licences; fourthly, the new Bill; and now, for those in Natal, a net
has been cast among the Indian people, with a bait that smells
sweet but contains poison inside. The number of fish that take in
the bait will be so much of a gain to the Government. According
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to a notice in the Gagzette of April 11, those who wish to leave
Natal for temporary periods may, if they so desire, apply for such
permits for absence. It will be for the officer to decide whether
or not to grant a permit. Any Indian going out may have one
on payment of £1 if he supplies the information required by the
officer. One of the conditions of the permit will be that the
person concerned must return within one year. If he does so, he
will be allowed to disembark without going through an educa-
tion test. On the expiry of one year, the permit will lapse. A
permit that has been used once cannot be used again, but must
be surrendered to the officer. Here, a bait is held out that there
will be no education test on return. Before issuing a permit, how-
ever, they will have done enough to make the applicant gasp; what
more can they put him to, within a year’s time? Let us consider
the consequences of applying for such a permit. First, the appli-
cant will have to pay, as it were, a fine of £1. He will have to pay
this fine every time he leaves. Secondly, the officer will put him
to a test on every such occasion. Thirdly, if a great many Indians
take out these permits, the Government can argue that the provi-
sion for three years’ absence in the new Bill is a big concession.
What objection, besides, can be raised against the limit of one year?
As against these dangers, the advantages of not taking out such a
permit are many. Anyone who leaves may remain outside without
the least anxiety and, on returning, re-enter by furnishing the [re-
quired] evidence. If he keeps the evidence ready before leaving,
there will hardly be any difficulty. Another important advantage
is that a person not applying for a permit would have done no harm
to the community. We hope that not a single Indian will look
at this permit. We also hope that those who read this note will
explain it carefully to others and advise them not to walk into the
snare. Itis the duty of Durban leaders to protest against this notice
without losing any time and to tell the Government in strong, clear
terms that the community, instead of regarding this notice as having
been issued for its benefit, thinks it injurious and insulting to them.
[From Gujarati]

Indian Opinion, 19-4-1913



28. NEW BILL

We entreat every responsible Indian to give the most serious
thought to the new Bill. With great dexterity and malice, the
Government have tightened the screw on every section of Indians.
If the Bill is passed in its present form, it will be impossible for us
to continue our residence in this country. Indians long settled
here live now with a certain sense of security; this Bill will shake
them out of it. The rich and the poor, the educated and the un-
educated, those born here and those born outside—the Government
have laid hands on all. We know that the Government will even
seek to delude us with sweet assurances that the law will not be
enforced. Should any Indian get into the Government’s clutches,
he will have reason to be sorry afterwards. This Bill and the Searle
judgment will have the effect of depriving us of heirs though we
have heirs living. Our wives will come to be looked upon as con-
cubines. If we leave South Africa and remain absent for a period
of three years or, leaving one province, live in another for the same
period, we shall altogether lose the right of returning. No matter
what documents we may take with us regarding the business we have
left behind, none of it will avail. How long can we hold our own
under such conditions? Through this Bill, the ground is being
prepared for our total undoing. And yet, we are sorry to say, all
South Africa, with the exception of Johannesburg, is slumbering.
We are persuaded that, even if a single Indian who understands
things comes forward to work in each area, the whole of South
Africa will be roused. Our lethargy is bound to be our ruin. It
is the duty of every Indian who realizes this to rouse himself and
others from such lethargy. If any of them, thinking that it is none
of his concern, holds back, he too will go down along with the
others.

[From Gujarati]

Indian Opinion, 19-4-1913



29. MRS. PANKHURST’S SACRIFICE

All Indians are familiar with the celebrated Mrs. Pankhurst!
who has been fighting for franchise for British women. This
lady has broken all bounds in fighting. She advises women to plunder,
to destroy. We are against all these things, but about her courage,
there is no doubt whatsoever. She has money, and much ability;
she has used these in the service of her chosen cause. She is no
longer young. She had never before known suffering and has not
been trained to bear it; still, she is ever in the front volunteering to
suffer. A short while ago, the house of Mr. Lloyd George, Finance
Minister, was burnt down at Mrs. Pankhurst’s instigation. She
willingly took on herself the entire responsibility for this. She was
prosecuted and was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment. Even
in gaol, these ladies are bent on harassing the authorities and so
getting themselves released. Accordingly, though Mrs. Pan-
khurst was offered a variety of delicious dishes in gaol, she refused
to touch them and fasted for eight days. She was about to collapse,
and was, therefore, released. And now this brave lady is in hospital
in a critical condition. This kind of fighting is not satyagraha.
A satyagrahi’s object is to get into a prison and stay there. He will
not even dream of harming others. If, however, we leave aside her
mode of fighting and only think of the suffering she has borne, we
shall find much to learn from her. Despite numerous difficulties
in their way, she and her companions do not yet feel dispirited,
nor are they likely to do so. They will struggle on till death.
Though a woman, Mrs. Pankhurst is as manly as any man.
Indians should emulate all this courage, for the British women
being without the franchise is nothing compared to the disabilities
we suffer.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 19-4-1913

! Emmeline Pankhurst (1858-1928); leader of the suffragette movement in
England



30. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT HEALTH [-XVI]

8. ATTIRE

If health depends on diet, it is also affected to some extent
by dress. White women, for the sake of what they fancy to be
beauty, dress so that their waist and feet should look narrow and
fall victims to various ailments in consequence. In China, women’s
feet are kept so small that even our children’s feet are larger in
comparison. The practice does great harm to the health of Chi-
nese women. The reader will easily see from these two illustrations
that what we wear does, in some measure, affect our health. The
choice of our costumes is not, however, in our own hands. We
dress the way our elders did and this seems the right thing to do
in our present circumstances. The real function of clothes has
gone out of people’s minds and these have come to serve as sym-
bols of our religion, country, community, etc. Again, the cos-
tumes worn by the labourer and the office-worker differ greatly
from each other. It is indeed difficult in these conditions to consi-
der clothes from the point of view of health; it will be useful,
though, to give this matter some thought.

The term attire should here be understood to include also
shoes, ornaments, etc.

Let us first examine the basic purpose of clothes. In the
natural state man wears no clothes. Men and women cover only
their private parts, the rest of the body remaining bare. This
makes their skin tough and strong. Such men and women find it
easy to withstand the rigours of the open air. They do not sud-
denly catch cold. In the chapter on air, we saw that we breathe
not only through the nose but also through the countless pores of
the skin. By covering ourselves with clothes, we obstruct this most
important function of the skin. In cold countries, man had to
cover himself with more and more clothes as he grew more and
more lazy. He could no longer bear the cold. In course of time,
this became a regular custom. By and by, people came to look
upon clothes as a mode of personal adornment, and, ultimately,
costumes came to be a means of identifying one’s community, etc.

In fact, Nature has provided man with the best dress in his
skin. It is altogether wrong to think that the nude body is ugly.
The finest pictures we see are of the naked body. By covering up
the normal organs of the body, do we not, as it were, suggest
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that Nature has made a mistake? The richer we are, the more
stylish grows our dress. People dress themselves in a variety of ways
and, looking into the mirror, smile with pleasure and congratulate
themselves on their appearance. If custom had not perverted our
outlook, we would easily realize that man appeared at his best
and enjoyed the finest health in his naked state. The moment he
puts on a mere shirt, he detracts by so much from his appearance.
As if this were not enough, both men and women wear jewellery.
There are quite a few men who fetter their legs [with anklets] and
put rings on ears and fingers. All these things are dust-traps. Heaven
alone knows what charm there is in them. As for women, they have
broken all bounds. Anklets so heavy that they can scarcely lift their
feet, numerous rings in the ears, large rings again in the nose, and
no end of bangles on the wrists. By wearing these, we collect a great
deal of dirt on the body. The filth in the ears and nose is beyond
description. We regard this filthy condition as an ornament and
feel constrained to spend money on it. The women do not mind risk-
ing their lives at the hands of robbers. It has been truly said
that for the folly of pride we pay an unlimited price by way of
suffering. Women have refused to have their earrings removed,
though they have boils in their ears. A bangle cannot be removed,
even if there is a boil on the hand and even if the latter has be-
come septic. Be it ahe or a she, it would be impairing one’s appea-
rance to take off one’s diamond ring even when the finger has
grown septic! Most people must have personally come across
such instances.

It will be difficult to bring about a radical improvement in
dress, but we can discard ornaments. We can dispense with gar-
ments which do not seem necessary, retain a few in deference
to custom and discard the rest. Anyone whose mind has outgrown
the fallacious notion that “apparel maketh a man’ will be able
to effect considerable improvement [in his dress] and safeguard
his health.

Nowadays, moreover, a notion is in the air that it is best for
us to put on European dress, that it is more impressive and wins
us greater respect from people. This is not the place for a dis-
cussion of the topic. All that needs to be said here is that, though
the European costume is suitable for the cold countries of Europe,
the Indian costume suits both Hindus and Muslims in India.
Our clothes are loose and, therefore, allow free circulation of air.
Being white, they disperse the rays of the sun. In dark clothes one
feels hotter in the sun because the rays falling on them are not so
dispersed.
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We always cover our heads, particularly when going out.
The turban has become our especial mark declaring us to be
Indians. There will be nothing but benefit, however, from leaving
the head uncovered wherever possible. Wearing long hair and part-
ing it with ever so much care seems to be rather uncouth. Dust,
dirt, and lice collect in long hair. One will also find it difficult
to treat any boils that may develop on one’s scalp. For a
turban-wearer to grow long hair like a Saheb is sheer absurdity.

We fall into the clutches of many diseases through our feet. The
feet of those who wear shoes, etc., become tender. With shoes on,
the feet perspire and emit an offensive odour. Anyone sensitive to
smell can scarcely bear to stand near such a person when he is
removing his shoes and socks, so offensive is the odour of the feet.
We call shoes “‘shields against thorns’ or “protectors of the feet”,
which means that we need wear shoes only when we have to
walk among thorns or stir out in extreme heat or cold, and even
then, we need cover, not the entire feet, but only the soles; when
necessary, therefore, one may put on only sandals. Anyone who
suffers from headaches, physical weakness, aching feet, and anyone
used to wearing of shoes should try walking barefoot. He will soon
discover the advantages of keeping one’s feet uncovered, in con-
tact with the earth and free from perspiration. Sandals are an excel-
lent form of footwear and also comparatively cheap. In Africa,
they are made by Trappists! near Pinetown for anyone who wants
them and one can also get them made in Phceenix. The average
individual will not have the courage to use sandals only. Even
such a person should always keep his feet uncovered whenever
possible and use sandals when he must cover the soles and can do
without shoes.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 19-4-1913

1 Monks of Cistercian order noted for silence and other austerities; vide
Vol. I, pp. 180-6.



31. LETTER T0 G. K. GOKHALE

PH@ENIX,

April 19, 1913
DEAR MR. GOKHALE,

By this time you are already on your way to London. I do
hope that there you will get some rest, I was grieved to see from
the papers that you had a nervous breakdown. It is on such
occasions that I long to be with you.

Polak will write to you fully on the situation. I wish to state
only this that this time the struggle, if it comes, will involve more
sufferings than before. So far as I know, we shall not appeal to
the public in India for pecuniary support. If those who know
me personally wish to send anything, I shall gratefully accept
the help. The plan would be to beg in S[outh] A[frica] from door
to door. I think that thereby we shall manage to get sufficient to
feed and clothe us while we are out of gaol. May I ask you also
not to make any public appeal for funds.! I have still about
£300. These I am jealously guarding for emergencies. Most of the
settlers here including the womenfolk will join the struggle. The
latter feel that they can no longer refrain from facing the gaol
no matter what it may mean in a place like this. Mrs. Gandhi
made the offer on her own initiative and I do not want to debar
her.? The matter of Mrs. Gandhi’s intention has not yet been made
public. Will you also not mention it anywhere for the time being?

I hope that you will do what you can for the London Commit-
tee.3 I am going on with the collections as I promised I would. As
soon as I have [a] decent sum by me, it will be passed on to you.
We have stopped sending anything to Maud Polak* since this
month.

It is likely that Maud will discuss with you her conduct
regarding her visit to S. A. I wrote’ to her saying that she
had misled me and that you too had been misled. In spite of
the breach of the very personal relation between us, she has

1 For Gokhale’s views on this, vide Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XXXVIII.
2 Vide “‘Conversation with Kasturba Gandhi,” p. 31.

3 South Africa British Indian Committee (SABIC)

4 H. S. L. Polak’s sister, was Assistant Honorary Secretary, SABIC

5 This letter is not available.
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continued to do her work on the Committee satisfactorily. She
thinks that she is simply the victim of a misunderstanding. I
am disinclined to believe it and I have said so to her. I wish I
could have saved you the bother of having to revive painful re-
collections. But I was bound to let you know what had passed
between Maud and myself.

I should much appreciate a line about your health and the
treatment you may be undergoing. Could you at all find time
to visit Just’s Jungborn and Kuhne’s Institute?

I am,
Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanDHI

From the original in Gandhiji’s hand: C. W. 926
Courtesy: Servants of India Society

32. TELEGRAM TO KALREY

[PHENIX,
April 26, 1913]

KALREY
SECOND  READING BILL COMMENCED  PARLIAMENT.!  HOPE
COMMITTEE TELEGRAM GONE. COMMITTEE SHOULD
WIRE  COPY  CHAPLIN, ALEXANDER, SMARTT, MERRIMAN.

HOPE INDIAN WOMEN’S PROTEST  SENT.
GANDHI

From a photostat of the draft in Gandhiji’s hand: S.N. 5787

33. £3 TAX DISAPPOINTMENT

We learn from an authoritative source that, owing to the exi-
gencies of the political situation, the Government do not intend to
introduce this session a Bill to repeal the £3 tax required, under
Act 17 of 1895, of ex-indentured Indians who remain free in
Natal at the expiry of their contracts. The news will come as a
shock and a bitter disappointment not only to those immediately
affected, but to the entire Indian community, who rightly regard
the impost as a tax upon its honour and social integrity. Because

1 This was on April 26.
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General Botha! and General Hertzog? are engaged in a party
quarrel, the business of the whole country must come to a standstill.
General Botha has adopted the attitude that he is fighting his
opponent in the interests of the Empire. He does not seem to
realize the inconsistency of that attitude with his inability to
keep his unwritten pledge to the Hon. Mr. Gokhale to repeal this
tax at an early date. It is an open secret that the only reason why
no public announcement of the intentions of the Government
was made during Mr. Gokhale’s visit was because Ministers de-
sired, before definitely committing themselves, to ascertain the
feeling of the Natal members. The views of most of these, as is
now well known from General Smuts’ statement in the House on
the Financial Relations Bill, are against the retention of the tax
as inequitable and there is, therefore, no valid excuse for the
dilatory tactics of the Government beyond a cowardly fear to
arouse further antagonism from the Free State reactionaries, who
are in no way interested in the question beyond their notorious
obsession by [sic] anti-colour mania. We have no doubt that
Mr. Gokhale, who is now on his way to England, will have
certain home truths to speak to His Majesty’s Ministers at the
gross manner of the betrayal of his own and the Indian com-
munity’s hopes. The least the Government can do, to save their
face, is to give instructions that the tax and its arrears are not

to be demanded, pending the passing of the necessary repealing
legislation next session.

Indian Opinion, 26-4-1913

34. THAT BILL

The Immigrants’ Restriction Bill is apparently meeting with
all-round opposition. The scathing criticism of the Natal Witness
on the withdrawal of the right of access to the Supreme Court,
except in certain rare cases, is highly appropriate. It is not the auto-
cracy of little ‘“‘tin tsars’ that the officials now demand. The
people of South Africa are now called upon to hand over their
liberties into the keeping of an infallible bureaucracy that is
afraid to face the criticism and the scepticism of His Majesty’s

I Louis Botha (1862-1919); Boer General and statesman; Prime Minister
of the Transvaal, 1907, and of South Africa Union, 1910-19

2 James Barry Munnik Hertzog (1866-1942); South African nationalist lea-
der and politician; Prime Minister of South Africa Union, 1924-39
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judges. We do not need to emphasize the glaring audacity of the
Government’s attempt to impose upon the public—or, rather,
the Indian public—Immigration Boards whose decisions are to be
unappealable, when there is almost daily record of the havoc
wrought to Indian interests by the existing Licensing Boards of
Natal and the Cape. We are rapidly reaching, in South Africa,
that Government by bureaucracy against which Sir James Rose-
Innes recently inveighed so strongly, and it is difficult to believe
that people with such splendid traditions of liberty and freedom
as the South African Colonists can boast will be content to deliver
to a close corporation of unchecked permanent officials the con-
trol of their movements into and within the Union.

Indian Opinion, 26-4-1913

35. NEW BILL

Perhaps, as we write this note, further news of the Bill is al-
ready available. At the moment, it seems quite possible that
the Bill may fail for reasons not connected with our struggle. There
is a split in General Botha’s camp. The supporters of General
Hertzog have shown their teeth. They came together at a meeting
in Bloemfontein and passed a resolution supporting General Hert-
zog, so that there is little possibility now of the Orange members
supporting General Botha. Even in the Cape, General Hertzog
has some members to help him. Likewise, there may be a few here
and there in the Transvaal too. It does not, therefore, appear
that General Botha will be able to continue in power with the
support only of his own party. If he seeks the support of the Union-
ist Party, not only will it be a humiliation to him, but General
Hertzog will grow stronger still, and General Botha will be left
with very few supporters among the Boers. Many believe that, in
this difficult situation, he may not be able to retain the reins of
power in his hands. If this view is correct, there are two possible
consequences; one, that General Botha may dissolve the Parlia-
ment and order fresh elections, so that a new Parliament will come
into being; alternatively, he may accept all the demands of
General Hertzog’s supporters. In either case, there is little chance
of this Parliament being able to do much. The papers also report
that General Hertzog’s supporters have raised two issues, first, that
Mr. Sauer!, who has always been known as a friend of the Zulus

1J. W. Sauer, Member of the Union Cabinet, a philanthropist and radical
who refused knighthood.
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and who champions their cause, has been appointed by General
Botha as Minister for Zulu Affairs, and secondly, that he has decided
to grant relief to the Indians out of deference to the Imperial
Government. Thus, we have also become a cause of friction
among them. This is, however, nothing for us to be happy
about, for these two reasons just happen to have come in handy.
The unthinking Boers are likely to be taken in by them, for there
is an element of truth in both of them, which, however, will do
good neither to the Zulus nor to us. Mr. Sauer, as Minister, is not
going to present the Zulus with cart-loads of wealth nor General
Botha to gift away a kingdom to us in order to oblige the Impe-
rial Government. We have seen what it is that he is prepared to
give. But the fine words to which General Botha treated the
Imperial Government in our case are being deliberately used against
him by General Hertzog’s supporters. We can, therefore, hope for
no advantage to us from all this. Even if General Hertzog comes
to power, we shall secure neither more nor less than what we can
by our own strength. Satyagraha is equally effective in all circum-
stances and at all times; such is its invincible and supreme power.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 26-4-1913

36. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT HEALTH [-XVII]

9. AN INTIMATE CHAPTER

Those who have carefully followed the chapters on health
so far should read this, I submit, with especial care and ponder
well over it. Other chapters are still to follow and will, I feel, prove
useful, but there will be none in the series as important as the pre-
sent one. As I indicated earlier, I have in these chapters said no-
thing on which I have had no personal experience or of which I
was not firmly convinced.

There are many things which promote good health, all of them
necessary, but the most important is brahmacharya’. We can
have good health by means of good air, water and food; but, if we
spend all that we earn, we shall be left with nothing on hand.
Similarly, if we fritter away the health which we gain, what re-

! Literally, living in the Brahman, the Absolute. In ordinary usage, the
term has come to signify celibacy, which is considered essential for attain-
ment of that state.
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mains of our capital behind? For both men and women, there-
fore, brahmacharya is an absolute necessity if they are to preserve
the wealth of physical well-being; no one need doubt this. He
who has conserved his generative fluid is known as virpavan, a
man of strength.

What is brahmacharya®>—it may be asked. It consists in men and
women refraining from carnal enjoyment. “Refraining from car-
nal enjoyment” does not mean merely refraining from contact
with each other with such enjoyment in view, but also keeping
the mind free from the very thought of it—one must not even
dream about it. Man should not be disturbed by the presence of
woman and woman by the presence of man. We should hold back
and store within our bodies the mysterious power that Nature
has bestowed upon us and use it to promote our health, the
health not only of the body but also of the mind, the intellect and
the memory.

Let us now take a look at the strange things that go on
around us. Most men and women, whether young or old, are
submerged in this infatuation. On such occasions we go utterly
mad. Our reason ceases to function, a veil seems to come over
our eyes and we are blinded with passion. I have observed men,
women and young people of both sexes looking distraught when
possessed by passion. My personal experience is no different. When-
ever I have been overcome by this state, I have lost all sense. Such
is the nature of passion. Thus, for the sake of a grain of plea-
sure!, we lose a maund of vitality. When our excitement
dies down, we find ourselves in a pitiable state. The following morn-
ing our body is heavy, we are ill at ease, and a lethargy sets in. Our
mind is out of sorts. In order to set these things right again, or
keep them right, we must needs drink milk boiled with spices,
swallow iron, take yakutis?, approach vaidyas for strength-giving
drugs and look around for foods that will serve as aphrodisiacs.
Thus, as the days and years go by, we decline in body and
mind and find our intellect gone in old age.

This, surely, should not be—in old age, the intellect should
grow sharper rather than duller. We should be in such condi-
tion that the experience gained during a life-time can be of use
to us and to others, a condition possible to those who observe
brahmacharya. Such a person is unafraid of death and does not

I The original has a punon the Sanskrit word rati which means pleasure
and, also, a measure of weight.

2 Tonic preparations of the Unani system of medicine
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forget God even at the moment of death. He does not indulge
in vain attempts and does not behave like a dandy. He who gives
up this frame with a smiling face and goes to render his account to the
Master is truly a man and she who dies thus is truly a woman. Such
persons alone may claim to have maintained true health.

We do not, as a rule, stop to consider that the basic cause
of pleasure-hunting, envy, ostentation, hypocrisy, anger, impatience,
violent hatred and such other evils is our violation of brakmacharya.
If one’s mind is not under one’s control and one behaves more
foolishly even than a child, indulging oneself once every day or
oftener, what other crimes would not one commit, knowingly or
unknowingly? What unforgivable sins would one stop short of?

But does one ever find anyone observing such brahmacharya?
If everyone did so, the world would come to an end. [So runs
the argument.] This is likely to involve a discussion of religious
issues. I shall; therefore, pass over that aspect of the matter and
consider it from a worldly point of view. In my opinion, both
these questions have their origin in our fear and weakness. We
do not want to observe brakmacharya and, therefore, seek excuses
to escape from it. There do exist people, and in large numbers,
who observe it; if, however, they were easy to discover, what
would be their worth ? Thousands of labourers are imprisoned in
the bowels of the earth in order that diamonds might be ob-
tained and, even then, only a handful of these are found in a
mountain of broken earth and rock. What efforts, then, would be
necessary to discover the jewels among men who observe brahma-
charpa? Let us do a simple sum in the rule of three to calculate.
If the world comes to an end because we observe brahmacharya,
how is that any concern of ours? We are not God. He who has
created the world will look after His affairs. Whether others ob-
serve it or not is not a question for us to ask. When we select busi-
ness or law or anything else as a career, we do not ask what
would happen if everyone became a lawyer or business man. Finally,
those men and women who observe brahmacharya will, in the
course of time, receive answers to both the questions, that is, they
will find others like themselves. And it will also be as plain
as daylight to them what will happen to the world if all did
the same.

How can these ideas be put into practice by men caught up in
worldly responsibilities? What should the married ones do? And
those who have children ? What should they do who cannot control
their desire ? We have seen what the ideal is. If we always hold
it before us, we shall either be able to follow it faithfully or
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approximate to it in some measure. If we place before a child
the finest models when teaching it to write the letters of the alpha-
bet, it will copy them to the best of its ability. Similarly, we can
place before us the ideal of unbroken brakmacharya, and then make
every effort to approximate to it. What if we happen to be mar-
ried? The natural law is that men and women should depart
from brahmacharya only when they desire progeny. If a couple do
so after full deliberation, once in a few years, they will not wholly
forget themselves and will remain well stored with vitality.
Rarely do we come across couples who indulge in sexual inter-
course only for the purpose of procreation. The rest in their thou-
sands seek the pleasures of lust, yearn for them and indulge
in them. The consequence is that, against their wish, children
are born to them. In enjoying these pleasures, we become so
utterly blind that we have no consideration for our partner. In this
matter men are more guilty than women. In his stupidity man
gives no thought to the woman’s weakness; he does not stop to
consider whether she is strong enough for the burden of bearing
children and bringing them up. People of the West have broken
all bounds in this matter. They adopt various techniques so that
they may have their pleasure without being burdened with chil-
dren. Books have been written on these techniques and there are
professionals who explain how to indulge in the pleasures of
lust and yet have no children! So far at least we have been free
from this sin; but we do not think for a moment before imposing
burdens on our women and we do not care if our children are
weak, lacking in vitality, timid and dull of intellect. Whenever a
child is born, we offer thanks to God. This is only a way of cover-
ing up our pitiable condition. Why should we not regard it a sign of
divine anger that we have weak, crippled, lusiful and worthless children
born to us? What reason for satisfaction can there be over a child of twelve
having issue? Why should this be an occasion for merry-making? Why
should we not regard it as a manifestation of divine wrath that a girl of
twelve should become a mother? We know that, if a tree bears fruit
too soon after it has been planted, the latter is immature and
we take good care to see that fruit does not appear too early on
a tree. When, on the contrary, we have a celebration on the birth
of a child to a child-wife by a child-husband, surely we behave
with incredible blindness. Of what good is it to India or the world
to be swarmed over with worthless creatures, as with ants? Ani-
mals are better off than we are inasmuch as the male and the
female are brought together only when we intend them to have
progeny. Subsequent to the union, the period of pregnancy and



GENERAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT HEALTH [ -XVII] 49

the period between the birth and the weaning of the child, when
it can fend for itself, should be looked upon as sacred and during
this time at least the husband and wife should scrupulously ob-
serve brahmacharya. But we give no thought whatever to the
matter and continue to take our pleasures recklessly. Such is the
sickness of our minds—a good example of incurable sickness. It
is a disease which brings us to death, and until that time we
wander about like insane men. It is the especial duty of married
couples that they should not mistake the purpose of marriage,
but should understand it aright and come together only while
they have no child and desire an heir.

In our present pitiful condition, this is extremely difficult.
Our diet, our way of life, our talk, the sights which surround us,
are all such as to excite our lust. Sexual pleasure, moreover, has
become a craving with us, much like opium. Is it likely that in
such a state we would take thought and turn back? But to any
sceptic who wants to know how the ideal can be practised, there
is no answer in this chapter. It is intended for those who are
ready to think and make an effort to do what ought to be done.
Those who are satisfied with themselves will find it boring even
to read these things; the chapter is intended, rather, to help those
who have realized their abject state and are tired of it to some
extent.

We can see from the foregoing that those who have not mar-
ried should not do so in these difficult times and that, if one
cannot do altogether without marriage, one should marry late.
Young men should take a vow not to marry before they are twenty-five or
thirty years of age. This is not the place to consider the other bene-
fits which, apart from good health, may follow from this course;
everyone, however, will know how to gain such benefits for himself.

To parents who may read this chapter, we must say that they
are guilty of cruelty in selling away their sons and daughters
by marriage or betrothal while they are still children; in doing
so, they regard their own interests instead of those of the chil-
dren. They want to feel important and have a name in the com-
munity, want to have a big show by celebrating their children’s
marriage. If they desired the welfare of their children, they
would look after their education, care for them and train their
bodies. What can be more harmful to the interests of boys and
girls today than that they should be married off while they are
still children?

Lastly, when a married man or woman is separated from his
or her partner by death, it will benefit the survivor’s health to

XII-4
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lead the life appropriate to a widower or widow. Some doctors
have expressed the opinion that young men and women must have
opportunities for sexual relief. There are also some others who
argue that this is not necessary in any circumstances. When doc-
tors thus quarrel among themselves, we should take care not to
be misled by any of them and sink in self-indulgence in the
belief that we have their support. From my own experience and
that of others which I have come to know of, I can affirm with-
out the least hesitation that it is unnecessary to indulge in sexual
relations for the sake of health; on the contrary, such indul-
gence and the resultant loss do much physical harm. The vita-
lity of both mind and body developed through many years is
so much impaired even by one such occasion that it takes a long
time to regain it and, even so, the original state is never restored
wholly. One may make use of a broken glass by re-joining the
fragments, but it will always remain a broken thing.

In order to conserve virility, fresh air and water, whole-
some food as described earlier, and pure thought are indispensa-
ble. In this way morals are closely linked with health. A per-
fectly moral person alone can achieve perfect health. Anyone
who, prepared to make a fresh start from the moment that he
sees the light, meditates carefully over what has been said so
far and puts these suggestions into practice will have direct proof
in experience. Even one who has observed brahmacharya for some
period will notice the increase of mental and physical powers
and, having once secured this philosopher’s stone, will guard it
with care like very life. The slightest lapse and he will realize
what an error he has made. I have committed mistakes even
after I had thought over—experienced—the countless benefits of
brahmacharya and I have known the bitter consequences. I have
vivid memories of the exalted state of the mind before a lapse
and the pitiable condition after it. But from these mistakes, I
have learnt the value of that precious jewel. I do not know
if I shall be able to preserve it unbroken. I hope to, with God’s
help. I can see the good it has done to my mind and body. I,
who was married in childhood, was blinded [by lust] in child-
hood and had children while a mere child, awoke after many
years and seem to have realized on awakening that I had
been pursuing a disastrous course. If anyone learns from my
mistakes and my experience and saves himself, I shall be happy
to have written this chapter. The following calculation is also
worth making. Many people have said, and I believe it, that I
have plenty of energy. My mind is not considered weak—as
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a matter of fact—some think me obstinate. I have ailments of
body and mind; and yet I am reckoned as fairly healthy in compa-
rison with those with whom I have come into contact. If I have
been able to maintain this condition because, after some twenty
years of self-indulgence, I woke up, who can say what I would
have been if I could have saved those twenty years as well. I
am sure, myself, that there would have been no limit to my
energy and I would have had so much of it to spend on ser-
vice to the public or myself that others would have found it an
ordeal to equal it. This is the conclusion to be drawn from my
all-too-imperfect example. The physical, mental and moral strength
of one who has been able to observe unbroken brahmacharya must
be seen to be believed; it cannot be described.

Anyone reading this chapter will see that, when married per-
sons have been advised to observe brahmacharya and widowers to
continue in that state, there can be no question of any men or
women, married or unmarried, being permitted to gratify their
desire anywhere. It is not possible, when dealing with questions
of health, to consider the dire effects of casting evil glances at
other people’s wives or prostitutes. This is a matter for religion
and ethics. Here we need only state that those who indulge
in such extra-marital relations and have contacts with prostitutes
suffer, we find, from such unmentionable diseases as syphilis and
rot away because of them. Nature is so merciful to them that
it promptly incapacitates them; they keep slumbering, however,
and run from doctor to doctor in search of a cure for their dis-
eases! Where there is no adultery, fifty per cent. of the doctors
and vaidyas will lose their occupation. These diseases have such a
hold on the human race that thoughtful doctors have been driven
to observe that, despite all their discoveries, the nations of the world
will soon be wiped out if the evil of adultery continues unchecked.
The remedies for the diseases in question are so toxic in effect
that, even when the diseases themselves seem to be cured, others
take root in their stead and pass from generation to generation.

We shall now indicate how married couples may observe
brahmacharya and so conclude this rather long chapter. A mar-
ried person cannot observe celibacy merely by following rules
regarding diet, air and water. He must also refrain from be-
ing alone with his wife. We shall realize on reflection that, ex-
cept for the purpose of conjugal relations, it is not necessary
to be alone with one’s wife. At night the husband and the wife
must sleep in separate rooms. During the day they should remain
fully occupied with useful activity and pure thoughts. They should
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read such books and meditate over such lives as would strengthen
them in their good resolve and should frequently remind themselves
that all pleasures lead to suffering. Whenever they feel passion
rising in them, they should take a cold bath. This will transform
the cosmic fire in their bodies into a benign influence for both
men and women and increase their happiness. All this is certainly
hard of achievement, but conquering difficulties is what we are
born for and anyone who wishes to acquire good health must
conquer this one.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 26-4-1913

37. TELEGRAM TO GOOL AND GOOLMAHOMED

[JOHANNESBURG,
After April 26, 1913]

GooL

7, BUITENCINGEL
Apam GOOLMAHOMED
8, KLOOF STREET
[Care Town]

HOPE YOU WILL LODGE PROTEST AGAINST IMMI-
GRATION BILL. READ DEBATE BILL WHICH SAYS INDIANS
GENERALLY WILL ACCEPT IT.

From a photostat of the draft in Gandhiji’s hand: S. N. 5772

38. SPEECH AT VREDEDORP!

[JOHANNESBURG,

April 27, 1913]

Mr. Gandhi, who had come specially from Phcenix, after explaining the
nature of the Bill, said that he hoped that the Government would grant their
humble request. But, if they did not, they were bound, after exhausting all their
resources by way of petition, etc., to take up the well-tried weapon of passive
resistance. This would be the third campaign and he had no doubt that it

1'A meeting of the British Indian Association was held at Vrededorp, a
suburb of Johannesburg, to consider the Immigration Bill. A. M. Cachalia presi-
ded. For the text of his speech, which was later forwarded to the Governor-
General, vide Appendix IV.
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would be the most brilliant of all, though it would involve much greater suffer-
ing and would be a protracted ordeal. But, as self-respecting men, they could not
shirk it. They must be prepared to risk all for the honour of their womanhood,
for the sake of their religions and for the good name of the country of their
birth. They wished to deceive neither themselves nor the Government. It was
plain to the speaker that, in the impending struggle, they could not count
upon hundreds going to gaol, but he knew that what they might lack in num-
bers would be made up for by the earnestness and the unconquerable will
of the few. Those who could not suffer the hardships of a gaol life might still take
their share in the campaign. They could hold meetings, they could collect
subscriptions, they could sacrifice their time and look after the families of
those who might be imprisoned. Such work, too, was necessary. No country in
the world could afford to place all its children at the same time on the field.
Theirs was an army of peace. Although they used military terms, they agreed
with the soldier only in so far as the latter was a sufferer in his own person.
A true passive resister could never be party to injuring others. His motive power
was not vengeance. It was hardly possible to expect the whole community
to become soldiers in such an army. But, whether they had five hundred or
fifty, or five, or even one true passive resister on the field, victory was theirs.

TrE REsorLution!

This mass meeting of British Indians hereby endorses the
action of the Committee of the British Indian Association in for-
warding to the Government its objections against the Immigra-
tion Bill and, inasmuch as it affects the honour, the religious
sentiment and the very existence of the Indian community in
South Africa, solemnly resolves that, in the event of the Govern-
ment not conceding the request, passive resistance, which has
remained under suspense since 1911, be revived and continued,
until the sufferings of the passive resisters shall have proved to
the Government and the Europeans of South Africa the earnest-
ness of the community and, therefore, the necessity of granting
relief.?

Indian Opinion, 3-5-1913

1 This was unanimously passed.
2 The meeting was then addressed by L. W. Ritch and H. Kallenbach on

invitation.



39. TELEGRAM TO DRUMMOND CHAPLIN AND OTHERS

[ JOHANNESBURG,

After April 27, 19131

DrumMmonD CHAPLIN

RT. HON’BLE MERRIMAN

Sir THOMAS SMARTT

MOoRR1s ALEXANDER

THEO. SCHREINER

Care Town

PROTESTS AGAINST IMMIGRATION BILL HAVE GONE
FROM ALMOST EVERY IMPORTANT  INDIAN  ASSOCIATION.
IF BILL PASSED WITHOUT AMENDMENT GRANTING
INDIAN  DEMANDS PASSIVE RESISTANCE CERTAIN REVIVE.
IF GENERAL BILL CANNOT BE CARRIED WITH AMEND-
MENTS  SUGGESTED  BY  INDIANS, TRANSVAAL  IMMIGRATION
LAW  COULD EASILY  BE AMENDED REPEALING  ASIATIC
ACT  OF 1907, REMOVING RACIAL BAR THEREIN  AND
BRINGING MARRIAGE BILL RECOGNIZING AS BEFORE SEARLE
JUDGMENT  VALIDATING INDIAN  MARRIAGES.

From a photostat of the draft in Gandhiji’s hand: S. N. 5773

40. CABLE TO LORD AMPTHILI?

[ JOHANNESBURG,
After April 27, 1913]
MR. GOKHALE SUGGESTS MY  CABLING YOU  OBJEC-

TIONS BILL. THEY ARE, BILL CONTRAVENES SETTLEMENT,
DISTURBING EXISTING RIGHTS AND IMPOSING  DISABILITIES

NOT CONTEMPLATED. REPLACES SUPREME COURT JURIS-
DICTION BY CREATION BOARDS OF ANNUALLY RE-
MOVABLE MEMBERS HAVING FINAL JURISDICTION EXCEPT
CASES DOMICILE, TAKES AWAY RIGHTS EDUCATED

1Tt appears that this telegram and the cable to Lord Ampthill, vide
the succeeding item, were sent some time after the mass meeting held at
Vrededorp on April 27.

2 The draft does not bear Lord Ampthill’s name, but presumably the com-
munication was addressed to him.
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INDIANS ENTER CAPE OR NATAL FROM TRANSVAAL
ON PRESENT EDUCATION TEST. CONTEMPLATES PROHI-
BITION ENTRY FREE STATE NEW EDUCATED IM-
MIGRANTS ALTHOUGH SETTLEMENT PROVIDES THAT UNDER
GENERAL BILL SUCH INDIANS SHALL HAVE EQUAL
RIGHTS WITH OTHERS REGARDING IMMIGRATION. RES-

TRICTS PRESENT RIGHT ENTRY THROUGH ANY PORT
TO ONE PORT SPECIALLY APPOINTED. DEPRIVES NATAL

INDIANS LONG RESIDENCE OF  RIGHTS OF  DOMICILE
HITHERTO POSSESSED BY  IMPORTING STRICTER CAPE
SECTION  ON  DOMICILE. CONTRARY  PRESENT  STATUTORY
POSITION MAKES NATAL TRANSVAAL INDIANS WHO  MAY
ABSENT  FROM  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  PROVINCES LONGER
THAN THREE YEARS PROHIBITED  IMMIGRANTS. DEPRIVES
sfouTH]  A[FRICA] BORN  INDIANS RIGHT ENTER  CAPE.
RECENT JUDGMENT CONTRARY ESTABLISHED PRACTICE
INVALIDATES INDIAN MARRIAGES NOT SOLEMNIZED  AC-

CORDING CHRISTIAN RITES OR BEFORE MARRIAGE OFFI-
CERS WHETHER SUCH MARRIAGES PERFORMED INDIA OR
HERE. THUS REDUCING MAJORITY ‘WIVES STATUS CONCU-

BINES. BILL SEEMS DEPRIVE EDUCATED INDIANS WHO
ENTERED UPON EXISTING TEST OF RIGHT RE-ENTRY
UNLESS OTHERWISE DOMICILED. IF BILL NOT AMENDED
ALL THESE PARTICULARS, REVIVAL PASSIVE RESISTANCE
CERTAIN THOUGH CHIEFLY DESIGNED MEET PASSIVE
RESISTERS.

From a photostat of the draft in Gandhiji’s hand: S. N. 5774

41. INTERVIEW TO “THE STAR

[ JOHANNESBURG,
On or before April 28, 1913]

Interviewed by a representative of The Star, he said the Bill would be
totally unacceptable to the Indian community unless it carried out the
fundamental principle of the compromise in respect of existing rights and the
removal of the racial bar.

It is perfectly true that there are no local wants of the
Indian community in the Free State, and it is also true that no

1 Gandhiji was on a visit to Johannesburg to consult the European Com-
mittee and the executive committee of the British Indian Association. The
report was reproduced in Indian Opinion, 3-5-1913.
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Indian is likely to enter the Free State, but we want the theoreti-
cal right of entry preserved in a general way. The reason why
the first Bill did not pass was because the Government wanted to in-
troduce legislation to meet those points; last year’s Bill provided
for it, and we quite recognized that Indians who entered the Free
State would be subject to local disabilities, such as the prohibition
to hold landed property, to farm and to trade. If we accepted
the present Bill, the position of Indians would be infinitely worse
than it was even before passive resistance began.

The Government appears to be desirous of consolidating the
worst features of the Provincial legislation; for instance, in the
Cape the term ‘“‘domicile’’ has a stricter meaning, and that is the
meaning they want to apply to Natal, a contingency which would
not have been possible five or six years ago. They want to level
down the conditions in Natal to those of the Cape instead of
levelling up the Cape practice to that of Natal.

Mr. Gandhi evidently considers it is almost hopeless to expect a gene-
ral Immigration Bill that would meet the views of Indian communities in the
different Provinces, and in reply to a question as to the most ready way to set-
tle the problem, he expressed himself in favour of amending Provincial legisla-
tion, and suggested, as far as the Transvaal was concerned, that the Immigra-
tion Law should have the racial bar removed, which would not arouse any
hostility, and that the offending Asiatic Act of 1907 should be repealed.

It is clear that the Indians are resolved to resist the provisions of Mr. Fis-
cher’s Bill in the event of it becoming law, and already they have communi-
cated with Mr. Gokhale, who happens to be in London, with the object of pla-
cing before the Imperial Government.

The strained relations between the Indians and the Government began
soon after the grant of Responsible Government, and the passive resistance
movement continued from 1906 to 1910, when the compromise with General
Smuts was reached.

The Star, 28-4-1913



42. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO
GOVERNOR-GENERAL

JOHANNESBURG,
April 30, 1913

THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO
His ExcerrLeEnNcy THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL
Care Town

SIR,

I have the honour to enclose herewith, in triplicate, copy of
the Resolution! unanimously passed at an open-air meeting of Bri-
tish Indians held at Vrededorp on the 27th instant under the
auspices of my Association, and to request that His Excellency will
be good enough to forward same, as also copy of the Chairman’s
speech? on the occasion, likewise enclosed, to the Hon’ble the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies and the Hon’ble the Secretary of
State for India.

I have, etc.,
A. M. CacHALIA
CHAIRMAN,
BriTisH INDIAN ASSOGIATION

Colonial Office Records: 551/39

43. THE BILL

The Johannesburg mass meeting® was held none too soon.
Its resolution is most timely. The composition of the meeting,
the number of delegates who attended from most parts of the
Transvaal, and the messages sent to Mr. Fischer must have
shown the Minister that he could not hope to satisfy British
Indians unless he was prepared to accede to their request for
amendment of the Bill in the direction pointed out in Mr. Cacha-
lia’s telegram. It is difficult, therefore, to understand Mr. Fischer
when he says, at the second reading of his precious measure, that
the Bill would pacify the Indian community. Mr. Chaplin, who

1 & 3 Vide “‘Speech at Vrededorp”, pp. 52-3.
2 Vide Appendix IV.
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contributed to the debate in an excellent speech, uttered season-
able warning when he said that the Bill was useless and un-
acceptable to the Unionist Party unless Mr. Fischer could give a
definite assurance that the Indians were satisfied. In spite of the
Bill being pushed forward a stage further, we imagine that it
will never reach the third reading stage. But it is well for passive
resisters to keep themselves in readiness. It is to be hoped that, if
the struggle is revived, the impending third campaign will be the
purest, the last and the most brilliant of all. We share the belief,
with Thoreau, that ‘“‘one true passive resister is enough to win
a victory for right”’. Right is on our side. It could not be on the
side of a Government that has no regard for its sacred pledges.
And we have many true passive resisters. We would all fail to
satisfy the definition of an ideal passive resister, but we feel sure
that the community contains many who would approach the ideal
as nearly as is possible for mortals to do. On such rests a great
duty.

Indian Opinion, 3-5-1913

44. THE CAMPAIGN

RESOLUTION ON SATYAGRAHA

The mass meeting held at Johannesburg has passed a resolu-
tion that satyagraha be started against the new Bill. If the Govern-
ment does not accept our demands, there is not the slightest
doubt that satyagraha will be revived. This was a meeting of no
ordinary importance. Many Indians were present. Leaders of
every town were there. One can see that, if satyagraha is re-
sumed, the campaign will follow a different pattern. In the past, we
could not be sure who would go to gaol or be in a position to do
so.! We had no means of judging how strong or weak the com-
munity was. By now, however, we have had some training. We
can now make a fair guess how many and who will be able to
court imprisonment. The Government also knows our strength.
On the previous occasion, we expected everyone to go to gaol.
We besieged persons in order to drag them out. It was the time
for such training. Those who besieged people and those who were
besieged were alike new to the situation. We know better now
from experience.

1 The reference is to the passive resistance movement of 1909, which was
followed by mass arrests of Indians, including Gandhiji; vide Vol. IX.
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Mr. Cachalia has, therefore, made it clear that we will have
neither ourselves nor the Government labour under a false im-
pression. The very resolution passed at the meeting implies that
those who support it are not bound to go to gaol unless they
themselves declare that they will do so. Everyone who approves
of satyagraha can make himself a party to this resolution and de-
clare himself in agreement with it. The person accepting this
resolution tells the community and the Government that he believes
in the justice and the necessity of this satyagraha campaign, that
he will oppose the Government, that, even if he does not go to
gaol, he will give monetary or other help to those who do, will
look after their dependents, will make himself useful in the cam-
paign in other ways, offer body-labour if he has no money, will
regularly spend some of his time working for it, will not avail
himself of any of the provisions of the law and will not support the
Government in its oppressive measures.

CarPE AND<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>