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PREFACE

The period covered in this volume, from December 15, 1921
to March 3, 1922 forms a distinct watershed in India’s non-
violent struggle for independence. When Gandhiji, on the very
crest of a wave of successful insurrection, withdrew mass civil
disobedience on account of mob violence at Chauri Chaura, he
proved, convincingly and once for all; that for him non-violence
was indeed an article of faith, not mere policy. “The drastic
reversal of practically the whole of the aggressive programme may
be politically unsound and unwise”, he declared, “but there is no
doubt that it is religiously sound . . . (p. 417).

The volume opens with a call to the nation to supply men
and women for imprisonment as fast as the Government could
arrest them, and ends with an appeal to the members of the All-
India Congress Committee ““to be indifferent to the clamour for
immediate action’ and to concentrate on ‘‘self-purification, intros-
pection, quiet organization” (p. 502). The writings in this volume
trace the course of the changes of decision and explain Gandhiji’s
hesitation and misgivings ending up with the indefinite suspension
of the civil disobedience programme.

Though Gandhiji’s confidence in the country’s readiness for
non-violent mass civil disobedience had been shaken by the
Bombay disturbances of November 17, the Government’s indiscri-
minate arrests of leaders and other measures intended to suppress
the Non-co-operation and Civil Disobedience movements left him
with no choice but to revive the plan of individual and mass civil
disobedience. He saw the action of the Government as a challenge
to national self-respect and called upon the country to meet it as
such. Addressing the Congress session at Ahmedabad on December
28, 1922 he said: “I am a man of peace . . . . but I do not want
peace at any price. I do not want the peace that you find in
stone; I do not want the peace that you find in the grave . . .”
(p. 104). The British, who professed sincere interest in the con-
stitutional advance of India towards responsible self-government,
did not understand the new temper of the country in which it
would no longer tolerate condescending patronage. Commenting
on a speech of Lord Reading’s, Gandhiji asked him to ‘“‘under-
stand that the non-co-operators are at war with the Govern-
ment”’ (p. 28). For the immediate present, however, Gandhiji
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wanted the people to concentrate on the vindication of the funda-
mental rights of free speech and free association. In this limited
fight, he was anxious to win the support of the Moderates. He
repeatedly urged non-co-operators to cultivate their goodwill, and
himself attended the All-Parties Conference convened by Pandit
Malaviya in Bombay to consider the possibility of a round table
conference with the Government. Gandhiji described its outcome
both as a success and a failure, “success in that it showed an
earnest desire on the part of those who attended to secure a peace-
ful solution of the present trouble, and in that it brought together
under one roof people possessing divergent views” (p. 214),
and a failure because the gravity of the real issue did not seem
to have been realized by all. A compromise resolution was passed
by the Conference, and the Congress Working Committee respond-
ed favourably to it on Gandhiji’s advice (pp. 210-1). He how-
ever, was not hopeful of positive results from the proposed round
table conference. He knew the British temper well enough to
be convinced that they would not yield except under sufficient
pressure. ‘“‘From that standpoint”, he said, “I do consider the
idea of the conference for devising a scheme of full swaraj pre-
mature. India has not yet incontestably proved her strength. Her
suffering is great indeed, but nothing and not prolonged enough
for the object in view” (p. 218).

The Government rejected the appeal for a round table con-
ference and, thereupon, as contemplated in the Congress resolu-
tion passed at Ahmedabad in December 1921, Gandhiji decided
to launch mass civil disobedience in Bardoli. He wrote to the
Viceroy on February 1 to give notice of his intention and make
a last appeal to the latter to end ‘““the lawless repression’, promis-
ing that, if the Government made the necessary declaration, he
would advise the country to engage “in further moulding public
opinion without violent restraint from either side and trust to its
working to secure the fulfilment of its unalterable demands™ (p. 305).
Meanwhile, preparations for mass civil disobedience had been
going on in Bardoli, and Gandhiji was satisfied that the people
had practically fulfilled the conditions for such a campaign (p.
295). The Government, too, he declared, had acted with a most
exemplary restraint. “I have watched their conduct with wonder
and admiration. Both sides have up to the time of writing be-
haved in a manner worthy of chivalrous warriors of old”” (p. 297).

Gandhiji ended the article with a quotation from his favourite
hymn, Lead, Kindly Light.
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Then came the tragedy which Gandhiji called the “Crime of
Chauri Chaura” (p. 415). On February 4, 1922, a procession
at Chauri Chaura, in Gorakhpur district in U.P., under much
provocation set fire to a police station, killed 21 policemen and
burned their bodies (pp. 385 and 415). Gandhiji looked upon the
incident as a ‘““divine warning” (pp. 423-7) and promptly retraced
his steps. At his instance, the Congress Working Committee passed
resolutions on February 12 indefinitely suspending all forms of
civil disobedience and advising people to concentrate on the con-
structive items of the Non-co-operation programme (pp. 377-81).
The entire body of workers in Bardoli, young and old, who were
getting ready for mass civil disobedience told Gandhiji that if he
retreated after throwing out a challenge to the Government, the
whole country would be disgraced before the world (p. 377).
And in saying this they spoke for the nation. Gandhiji was aware
of the national mood. Writing to Jawaharlal Nehru, who
was in jail, Gandhiji said: “I see that all of you are terribly
cut up over the resolution of the Working Committee” (p. 435).
He stood firm, however, in the midst of the storm and refused
to lead a movement ‘“half violent and half non-violent, even
though it might result in the attainment of so-called swaraj”
(p. 351), for it would not be real swaraj as he had conceiv-
ed it.

The resolutions of the Working Committee provoked “a hurri-
cane of opposition” (p. 501.) at the All-India Congress Committee
meeting in Delhi on February 24 and 25. Gandhiji warned
the Committee. “I am incorrigible. . . . The only tyrant I accept
in this world is the still small voice within” (p. 500). Although
the A.L.C.C. adopted the resolution without material change,
Gandhiji considered himself ““a sadder and, I hope, a wiser man”
(p- 500) at the end of the meeting. He had been aware for some
time that all non-co-operators were not sincere in their adherence
to non-violence even as a matter of policy. Writing to Jawaharlal
Nehru after the suspension of the civil disobedience programme,
he said: “I must tell you that this was the last straw. My letter to
the Viceroy was not sent without misgivings as its language must
make it clear to anyone. . . . With all this news in my possession
and much more from the South, the Chauri Chaura news came like
a powerful match to ignite the gunpowder and there was a blaze”
(p-436). For months past he had engaged himself in educating public
opinion on the absolute necessity of preserving an atmosphere of
non-violence in the country and carrying out the constructive items
of the Non-co-operation programme, namely, swadeshi, Hindu-
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Muslim unity and eradication of untouchability. In his speeches
and in his writings in Young India and Navajivan, he had repeated-
ly stressed the need for forbearance and self-restraint in the face of
severest provocations from the Government, and for the utmost
tolerance towards political opponents. Gandhiji’s fears were not
about the people themselves. In fact, he believed that the temper
of non-violence was deeply ingrained in the Indian people by a
long tradition of culture (p. 262). He found fault, however, with

the non-co-operation workers. “It became clear to me that the
workers were in no mood to do any serious work of construction.
The constructive programme lent no enchantment. . . . They

wanted to deliver ‘non-violent’ blows’ (p. 501).

The indefinite suspension of the Civil Disobedience programme
seemed to be a complete failure of Gandhiji’s political leadership.
Critics spoke of his “somersaults” (p. 494). This was not the first time
that Gandhiji’s faith was tested and strengthened by the humiliation
of outward failure. From the beginning, he was sustained in all
his public activities by his utter faith in God. The very first item
in this volume contains an expression of this faith : “If we can
but throw ourselves into His lap as our only Help, we shall come
out scatheless through every ordeal that the Government may
subject us to. . . . The way to stand erect before the tyrant is not
to hate him, not to strike him, but to humble ourselves before God
and cry out to Him in the hour of our agony” (p. 4). It was in
this spirit that Gandhiji faced the present ordeal. The personal
mortification was indeed great. * ‘But what about your manifesto to
the Viceroy and your rejoinder to his reply?’ spoke the voice of
Satan. It was the bitterest cup of humiliation to drink” (p. 416).
However, the hesitations of the past few months were over and
Gandhiji saw his way clear before him. ‘“Let the opponent
glory in our humiliation or so-called defeat . . . . “It is
a million times better to appear untrue before the world than
to be wuntrue to ourselves. ... I must undergo personal
cleansing. I must become a fitter instrument, able to register
the slightest variation in the moral atmosphere around me. My
prayers must have deeper truth and humility about them than
they evidence (p. 419). Accordingly, he undertook a penitential
fast, as he had often done in the past. Writing to his youngest
son, Devdas, on February 12, he explained the motive behind the
fast: “It is the woman giving birth to a child who suffers the
pains . . . I, too, wish to give birth to the ideals of non-violence
and truth, so that I alone need bear the pains of fasting, etc.”
(p. 397).
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The humility of spirit in which Gandhiji accepted the defeat
of his political programme certainly did not mean the weakening
of his determination to fight British rule in India till it was
mended or ended. To the statements of Lord Birkenhead or Mr.
Montagu, which made it plain to Indian nationalists that they
should not expect India to be ever free, Gandhiji replied in words
which recalled his mood in 1920 when, burning with indignation
at the evils of the British rule, he had repeatedly described it as
Satanic: “No empire intoxicated with the red wine of power and
plunder of weaker races has yet lived long in this world, and this
‘British Empire’, which is based upon organized exploitation of
physically weaker races of the earth and upon a continuous exhi-
bition of brute force, cannot live if there is a just God ruling the
universe. . . . I am aware that I have written strongly about the
insolent threat that has come from across the seas, but it is high
time that the British people were made to realize that the fight that
was commenced in 1920 is a fight to the finish. . .”” (p. 458).
Soon after this, Gandhiji was arrested, and this article, “Shaking
the Manes’’, was among the three which formed the basis of the
indictment against him.

Though the non-co-operation struggle had divided families,
Gandhiji saw to it, as the note on the Malaviyas proves, that
there was “no gulf between father and son” (p. 164), that
while the young people followed the dictates of conscience frankly
and openly, they did not forfeit the blessings of their great-hearted
elders. Thus, amid all the dust and heat of battle, he cherished
the imperatives of personal friendship and family loyalty.
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NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text have
generally been spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up in
small type and generally printed with indent. Indirect reports of
speeches and passages which are not by Gandhiji have been set
up in small type. In reports of speeches and interviews slight
changes have sometimes been made in passages not attributed to
Gandhiji.

While translating from the Gujarati or Hindi, efforts have
been made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English.
Where translations were available, these have been used with
minimum necessary changes to bring them into conformity with
the original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand
corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is printed within
square brackets giving reasons where necessary. The date given
at the end of an item alongside the source is that of publication.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya, New
Delhi; C.W. denotes documents secured by the Collected Works of
Mahatma Gandhi and N.A.I. to those in the National Archives of
India.

References to Volume I of this series are to the August 1958
edition. References to An Autobiography or the Story of My Experi-
ments with Truth cite only the Part and Chapter in view of the
varying pagination in different editions.

The appendices provide background material relevant to the

text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered
by the volume are given at the end.
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1. NOTES

DesuBanpDHU Das!

Lord Reading? has been as good as his word. The highest
in the land has not been immune from arrest.*> Lord Ronaldshay*
had perhaps given the public to understand that he would not be
arrested till after the Congress and then too if he did not behave
himself. But Lord Reading’s threat was later than, and therefore
cancelled, the implied opinion of Lord Ronaldshay. Why should
the President elect be left free if he enlisted volunteers and issued
manifestos 7 There was no cessation in the activity for bringing
about hartal on the day of the Prince’s’ arrival in Calcutta. It
was some such reasoning, I suppose, that was applied in effecting
the arrest of the President elect. His arrest was accompanied by
that of other prominent workers. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad®,
one of the most learned among Mussulman divines, Maulvi Akram
Khan, Secretary of the Khilafat Committee, Mr. Sasmal, Secre-
tary of the Provincial Congress Committee and Mr. Padmaraj Jain,
who exercised influence over the Marwaris, were arrested with
the President elect. This must be obviously to prevent hartal.
These arrests mean that the authorities do not want to tolerate
even quiet persuasion and canvassing. They want in fact a
forcible opening of shops. They will not adopt the way of Colonel
Johnson” and threaten to open the shops and put soldiers in
charge, but they wish to influence the timid shopkeepers by arrest-
ing their leaders. The merchants of Calcutta have now a chance
of showing their determination and independence by observing
complete hartal in spite of the withdrawal of leaders. It is more
necessary than ever for the people now to observe hartal on the
24th. The idea of making a demonstration has now become a

1 C. R. Das (1870-1925); lawyer, orator and author; President, Indian
National Congress, 1922; founded the Swarajya Party in 1923

2 Viceroy of India, 1921-26

3 The reference is to the arrest of C. R. Das, the President elect of the
Congress, on December 10, 1921.

4 Then Governor of Bengal

5 The Prince of Wales, who was then on a tour of India

6 1889-1958; Nationalist Muslim Congress leader; twice elected President
of the Indian National Congress; Education Minister, Government of India

7 Military officer in command of the Lahore area during the Martial Law
in April and May, 1919

XXII-1
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subsidiary object. The honour of their leaders requires the people
of Calcutta to observe a complete hartal. It will be a proof of
their confidence in their leaders and proof also of the exercise of
their own free will. I am hoping that the people of Calcutta
will not fail to do their obvious duty on the 24th instant. And
now that their leaders are withdrawn from them, every non-co-
operator will constitute himself a leader for keeping the peace.
They cannot do better than simply keep themselves at home on the
24th except volunteers whose duty it will be to protect from
harm those who may choose to open their shops. I assume
that both the Congress and the Khilafat Committees have
elected fresh office-bearers. Our true test is certainly now. The
assumption of leadership today is like the assumption of Lord
Mayorship by the late MacSwiney!. It carries with it the liability
for immediate imprisonment. If the nation is truly awakened,
there should be a ceaseless flow of leaders and men and women to
be led. Our supply must always be equal to the demand made
upon us by the Government. We win when we have established
sufficient credit for ourselves for being able to cope with the
demand.

TueE Use or IT ALL

Let there be no doubt about the propriety of us all going to
jail. If we are unable to meet the demand, let us be men
enough to own that we are in a minority, and if we have faith
in our programme, we must turn that minority into a majority not
by preaching but by living up to our preaching. Let us realize
the full force of the truth that an ounce of practice is worth
tons of preaching. It is true economy to use all the resources
we have instead of wasting time in acquiring fresh resources. The
latter will come as we use what we have. Supposing, however,
that we get no further response, let us rest assured that those who
refuse to go to jail will find out their own way of work. It will
be at least sincere. That part of India which believes in non-co-
operation by suffering will have done its full share. If we go to
jail fifty times and get no addition to our numbers, I hope still
to be able to say, “We must repeat the performance till we have
impressed the whole of India with the truth of our way.” That is
the way of religion and no other. We want swaraj for men who

1 Trish patriot and Lord Mayor of Cork. He died in 1920 after a 65-day
fast unto death for the emancipation of Ireland.
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love and would suffer for freedom. We want to support the Khilafat!
through such men, for they only are true Hindus, true Mussul-
mans and true Sikhs.

TaE SiMpLE BrauTy oF It

To understand the simplicity of our programme is to realize
its true beauty. There is nothing more to be done but to spin
and court imprisonment, and spin even in the prisons if they will
let us. Whilst we are spinning or going to jail we must retain
the correct attitude of mind, i.e., of non-violence and friendliness
between the various faiths. If we cease to hate Englishmen, co-
operators and those who do not see eye to eye with us, if we
cease to distrust or fear one another and if we are determined to
suffer and work for the bread of the whole nation, i.e., spin, do we
not see that no power upon earth can withstand us? And if we
believe in ourselves what matters it whether we are few or many,
or whether we are arrested or shot? And surely in all I have
said I have presented a programme not for perfect men but for
practical men who are good, true and brave. If we cannot even
become good, true and brave, have we any right to talk of swaraj
or religion? Can we call ourselves Hindus, Mussulmans, Chris-
tians, Jews, Sikhs, Parsis? Have we any business, if we are not
that, to be talking of Khilafat and the Punjab?

GOVERNMENT NON-CO-OPERATION

Therefore, if we believe in our programme, we must not mind
if the Government non-co-operate with us in every particular. I
hear from Mr. Rajagopalachari? and Agha Safdar® that they are not
permitted to send full telegrams. It is a surprise to me that they
permit the transmission of any telegrams at all or let us travel
or meet each other. Having made up my mind to expect the
worst, nothing that the Government does in the shape of curbing
our activity surprises or irritates me. It is struggling for its very
existence and I feel that I would have done much the same that
this Government is doing if I was in its place. Probably I should

1 The Caliphate of Turkey. The object of the Khilafat movement was
to ensure that the Sultan of Turkey was restored to the status which he enjoyed
before World War 1.

2 Chakravarti Rajagopalachari (b. 1879); statesman and first Indian

Governor-General
3 President, Punjab Provincial Congress Committee, after Lala Lajpat

Rai’s arrest on December 3, 1921
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do much worse. Why should we expect it to refrain from using
the powers it has? Only we must find the means of living and
carrying on our non-co-operation without its aid. We must keep
our heads even if inter-provincial communication is denied to us.
Having got our programme, each province must be able to carry
on its own activity. Indeed, it may even be an advantage, for,
in the event of communication being cut off, we should be un-
affected by reverses in other provinces. Thus, for instance, the
Punjab need not be affected by Gujarat weakening and surrender-
ing body and soul to the Government or, say, Assam going stark
mad or becoming unexpectedly violent. Let not the reader fear
any such possibility, for, Assam is keeping exceptionally sane in
spite of grave provocation and Gujarat will give, I hope, a good
account of itself in the near future. The Government of Bombay
probably knows its business better than others. It has certainly
greater forbearance and tact. It is giving the non-co-operators
as long a rope as they want. And as the latter do want to be
hanged if they do not get what they want, they are taking the
longest rope. But that is by the way. Clouds no bigger than a
man’s hand have a knack of appearing in the Indian horizon
and all of a sudden assuming dangerous dimensions. The point
I wish to drive home is that we must prepare ourselves against
and for all complications and never be baffled by them, certainly
never be taken aback when the expected happens.

SLow BUT SURE

If the luxury of wires be denied to us, we must manage with
the post. If the postal communication be also stopped we must
use messengers. Iriends travelling to and from will oblige us.
When the use of the railways is denied, we must use other methods
of conveyance. No amount of slowness imposed fro without can
checkmate us, if we are sure within. ‘“‘Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee’” is a prayer common to all religions.
If we can but throw ourselves into His lap as our only Help, we
shall come out scatheless through every ordeal that the Government
may subject us to. If nothing happens without His permitting,
where is the difficulty in believing that He is trying us even
through this Government? I would take our complaints to Him
and be angry with Him for so cruelly trying us. And He will soothe
us and forgive us, if we will but trust Him. The way to stand
erect before the tyrant is not to hate him, not to strike him but
to humble ourselves before God and cry out to Him in the hour of
our agony.
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FroM AcHA SAFDAR

Here are two beautiful letters! from Agha Safdar showing how
the brave Punjabis are being hampered and tried and proving
themselves true, how the gallant Sikhs are defying the whole
strength of the Government stupidly directed against its erstwhile
noblest friends and supporters, and how all the Punjab leaders
are working with one mind and how they are all keeping an
unruffled temper in the midst of exceptional difficulty. But let the
great and good Agha Saheb speak for himself and his proud though
much afflicted Punjab :

I

. . . You must have learnt through the Associated Press the cir-
cumstances under which the arrests were made. Lalaji? wished very
much to abide by your wishes and not court arrest, but it could not be
helped, and he, being the President of the Punjab Provincial Congress
Committee, could not stay away from the meeting. The meeting was
called immediately after the orders were passed stopping public meetings
and disbanding Volunteer Corps, . . .3 The District Magistrate stopped
the meeting labelling it as seditious, but as the order was illegal it was
decided not to obey it.

Lalaji, Santanam#, Gopichand® and Lal Khan are now in the Central
Jail. They are happy and contented. Beddings and books were sup-

plied to them but they declined to take food from outside and are having
the jail food.

The case is coming up for hearing on 7th December and it is said
the trial is to take place under Sec. 145 L.LP.C. . . .

1 Only excerpts reproduced here
2 Lala Lajpat Rai (1865-1928); Nationalist leader of the Punjab
3 Following the disturbances in Bombay on November 17, 1921, ‘“Local
Governments were . . . informed that for the purpose of checking the increas-
ing volume of inflammatory speeches the application of Seditious Meetings Act
. would be sanctioned . . . also . . . Part II of the Criminal Law Amend-
ment Act of 1908 should be vigorously employed for combating the illegal acti-
vities of volunteer associations, whose drilling, picketing and intimidation were
threatening peace of the country. . . . The Government of India . . . instruc-
ted the provincial administrations to deal promptly with incitements to violence,
to sedition, to the inception of civil disobedience.” India in 1921-22
4 K. Santanam; politician and lawyer; Secretary of the Sub-Committee
appointed by the Congress to report on the Punjab disorders of 1919
5Dr. Gopichand Bhargava (b. 1890); entered politics under Lala Lajpat
Rai; imprisoned during 1942-3; Chief Minister, Punjab
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The whole of the province is quiet and peaceful. We are laying stress
upon khadi and boycott of videshi! cloth. . . .

Our Khalsa®> friends are still busy holding public meetings at
Amritsar but no further arrests are being made. Total arrests have been
21 out of whom 11 have already been convicted. Similar divans have
commenced meeting in Lahore and so far one arrest has been made.

We are all trying our best to keep a non-violent atmosphere and have
every hope to succeed, as people are gradually imbibing the spirit and
are keeping under control even under provocative circumstances. . . .

II

I hope you have got my letter I wrote to you this morning. A public
meeting was advertised at 4 p.m. in the Bradlaugh Hall which was to be
presided over by S. Prem Singh Sodhbans. Strong police force with
lathis and rifles surrounded the hall and all the approaches thereto by
two noon and kept the guard till after 4 p.m. None was permitted to enter
the premises. . . . S. Prem Singh arrived by 3.30 p.m. but was stopped
by the police force and ordered to clear off by a European police officer.
He turned round along with the crowd and held a meeting at some dis-
tance passing a resolution congratulating Lalaji and his comrades, and
then dispersed the meeting. The whole affair ended quietly. . . . I have,
however, just heard that a student was badly beaten by a police constable
and is lying in the hospital in a precarious state. Pandit Rambhaj Dutt
has just gone out to see him.

Lalaji and others were interviewed in the jail yesterday. They are
all keeping good spirits. Treatment accorded to them has not been excep-
tional. They are all kept in separate cells and are living on jail food. . . .

At Amritsar, I hear from Girdharilal, there has happened something
untoward. Sikhs were peacefully holding their public meeting when all
of a sudden a few sadhus appeared on the spot and began beating pro-
miscuously with their iron sticks. The Sikhs remained non-violent and
got a few persons injured. Simultaneously, with the advent of the sadhus
there appeared the Deputy Commissioner along with police and military
force on the spot. The Deputy Commissioner was permitted entrance. But
the Sikh leader, Gnani Sher Singh, refused official intervention and declin-
ed any help from the Deputy Commissioner. The position is said to be
well in hand and no further violence is reported.

. . It is just reported that the student maltreated by the police
is feeling well.

Nothing that I can add can enhance the beauty of the simple
narrative given by the Agha Saheb. I have not altered a single

1 Foreign
2 Literally, pure. A name given to the Sikhs
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word in the two letters. I bow in reverence to Lalaji and his
comrades who refused even whilst under trial anything but jail
food, and I tender my congratulations to Sardar Prem Singh
Sodhbans who conducted the meeting with such calm dignity in
defiance of the magisterial order and in the face of the provoking
presence of the police. I congratulate the young volunteer with
his broken head. The serious affray at Amritsar must await
separate treatment when full details are available. There seems
little doubt that the Sikhs have behaved with wonderful courage
and restraint. When born fighters become non-violent, they
exhibit courage of the highest order. The Sikhs have historical
evidence of such exhibition in their midst. They are now repeating
their own history. Let me hope and pray that they will carry
out the instructions of Sardar Khadag Singh! to remain non-
violent to the end, to become simple in their tastes and wear only

khadi.

IN THE ABSENCE OF PRESIDENT

The arrest of our President elect need not perturb us. His
spirit will preside over our deliberations. We know what message
he has for the country. He has become the living embodiment of
it. We must elect some one to act for him out of the remnant
that is permitted to meet at the Congress. Certainly no Congress
has ever met under happier auspices than this will. What seemed
impossible has been rendered almost possible by the welcome re-
pression of the Government. That many of the best of us are in
jailis swaraj. I would call it the fullest swaraj if the Government
simply invited every non-co-operator to offer himself on or before
the 26th instant at the nearest police-station for arrest and imprison-
ment to be under custody till he has apologized for his non-co-
operation or till the Government feels the necessity for repentance.
I would forego the Congress in spite of Vallabhbhai Patel?> and his
devoted band working night and day to make the reception of
the delegates and visitors worthy of the capital of Gujarat. For
me any such order of the Government will be complete swaraj.
It will be good for the Government to rid itself of non-co-operators
and it will give the latter their heart’s desire. Their formula is
swaraj or jail. But in the absence of any such new year’s gift
from the Government, we may be certainly thankful for the small

' A Congress leader of the Punjab
2 1875-1950; Congress leader from Gujarat; first Deputy Prime Minister
of free India
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mercies they have favoured us with. I give below the list of the
biggest prisoners I could think of as having won their spurs during

the past few days :

Lala Lajpat Rai

K. Santanam
Dr. Gopichand
Malik Lal Khan

Maulana Mainuddin
Mirza Abdul Kadir Beg
Hafiz Sultan Hasan

LAHORE
Dr. Satyapal

Dr. Gurbakshrai
S. E. Stokes

AJMER
Maulvi Abdulla
Sayed Abbas Ali
Maulvi Nuruddin

Maulvi Abdul Kadir Bodhari
ALLAHABAD

Pandit Motilal Nehru
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
Pandit Shyamlal Nehru
Pandit Mohanlal Nehru
Purushottamdas Tandon
Gaurishanker Mishra
Pandit Kapildev Malaviya

Maulana Sherar
N. Sherwani
Kamaluddin Jafferi
Ranendranath Basu
George Joseph

K. B. Mathur

LuckNow

Harkaran Nath Mishra
Chaudhary Khaliquzzaman
Sheikh Mahomed Shaukatali
Dr. Shiv Narain Saksena
Pandit Balmukund Vajpai

C. R. Das

Master C. R. Das
Akram Khan

Sasmal

Shankarlal

T. R. Phooken
N. C. Bardolai
Bishnu Ram Mehdi

Venkatasubbayya

Maulana Salamatullah
Mohanlal Saksena
Dr. Lakshmisahai
Hakim Abdul Wali
Lal Bahadur Shripati

BENnGAL

Jitendralal Banerji

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
Padmaraj Jain

Maulana Abdul Muswir-Sylhet
Dernu1
Asaf Ali
AssaM
Kaladhar Chaliha
R. K. Chaudhary
Mahibuddin

MADRAS
Lakshminarasinham
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I have given the names from memory. The list is not ex-
haustive, I know, but it may not be even fully representative. It is,
however, sufficiently illustrative of the temper of the country.
It is to me an eloquent demonstration of the fitness of the country
for swaraj if my standard be accepted, viz., those who are pre-
pared to suffer are the fittest for self-government.

Bencar’s Duty

Bengal’s duty is clear. It has to return a fitting answer to
the arrest of the President elect and other chosen leaders. The
arrest of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad is an event of importance
equal with the arrest of the President elect. Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad has an all-India reputation, especially among the Mussulmans.
He is a seasoned soldier having been interned for years in Ranchi.
He stands high in the ranks of the learned men of Islam. His
arrest must sink deep in the hearts of the Mussulmans of India.
What answer will the Hindus and Mussulmans of Bengal return ?
Action can only be answered by counter-action. We know what
the answer should be. Will the thousands of Bengali Hindus and
Bengali Mussulmans enrol themselves as volunteers and be arrested ?
Will Bengal wear only khadi or nothing ? Will Bengali students
give the answer that the President of the Congress expected from
them in his moving appeal?

TriumMpH OF NON-VIOLENCE

I take it for granted that the Hindus and Mussulmans of Cal-
cutta in particular and Bengal in general will keep absolutely quiet.
If the present calm is an index for the future, the evil done by
Bombay has been almost entirely undone.! The lesson of Bombay
has gone home. It must abide for all time. Let the young men
of Calcutta rally round the leaders who are left. Let them not be
impatient. Let them keep their heads cool and their hands on the
spinning-wheel. Every non-co-operator must find himself and her-
self on the register of volunteers, and the list should be day after
day published in the Press so as to make it easy for the Govern-
ment to arrest whomsoever they choose. The splendid emotion of
Bengal should be translated at this supreme juncture in our
national history into cool energy of the highest order. No bluster,
no fuss, no bravado. Only religious devotion to the cause and
a fixed determination to do or die.

1 The reference evidently is to the riots in Bombay on November 17, 1921,
the day the Prince of Wales arrived there.
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To Arr ConNGREss OFFICIALS

I invite all Congress secretaries to send me a list of imprison-
ments to date and the appointment of new secretaries and chair-
men in the place of those arrested, and send me, if need be, daily
a diary of events in the same admirable manner that Agha Safdar
has done. I would like them to be brief and to the point and
write only on one side of the paper in a clear hand so as to
enable me to print with ease what may be considered necessary.

ArLrL-InD1A CoONGRESs COMMITTEE

The eventful meeting of this Committee takes place on the
24th instant. On its decision will rest the future programme.
Every member who can will, I hope, attend the meeting.
Every member will be expected to give his own independent
opinion. To give one’s opinion is to act according to it.
No mechanical majority is of value at this moment of national
history. If we vote for a particular programme we must have
faith in it and we must be prepared to enforce it at the risk
of our lives. We must widen the gates of prisons and we
must enter them as a bridegroom enters the bride’s chamber.
Freedom is to be wooed only inside prison walls and sometimes on
the gallows, never in the council chambers, courts or the school-
room. Freedom is the most capricious jilt ever known to the
world. She is the greatest temptress most difficult to please. No
wonder she builds her temples in jails or on inaccessible heights
and laughs at us as we attempt to scale the prison wall or (in
the hope of reaching her temple on some Himalayan height)
wade through hills and dales strewn with thorns. The members
of the Committee must, therefore, come with a fixed purpose
whatever it may be. It is well with us if not believing in courting
imprisonment we own the fact and suggest other remedies. I
would decline, if I was the only one, to give my vote for prisons,
if I did not believe in them at this stage or any other. And I
would vote, without faltering, for them if I believed in them and
even though I had no supporter. No leisurely programme can
meet the situation. We who are outside the prison walls have
constituted ourselves trustees for those who are inside those life-
giving walls and we best discharge our trust by imitating our
principals and getting inside those walls, throwing the burden of
the trust on our successors.

THE WoRrkING COMMITTEE

This outgoing Committee will meet for the last time under
most trying circumstances. Of the fifteen members Deshbandhu
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Das, Lala Lajpat Rai, Pandit Motilal Nehru! and Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad who was just appointed at Delhi in the place of
Maulana Mahomed Ali? will be absent being His Majesty’s guests
in some of those hotels called prisons. I, therefore, suggest that
the provinces from which these patriots come should send one
representative each a day earlier so that they may at least give
the benefit of their advice to the Committee although they may
not vote thereat. I would suggest to the other provinces also which
are not directly represented on the Committee to send one repre-
sentative each to guide the deliberations of the Committee.

WINTER IN AHMEDABAD

Friends have asked me to draw the attention of delegates and
visitors to the fact that the climate is not quite so mild as in
Bombay nor so severe as in Delhi or Amritsar. It is necessary
for them to bring a moderate supply of winter clothing. As chairs
have been dispensed with in the Congress pandal®, delegates will be
supplied with khadi bags at a nominal price to keep their shoes
in, but it is open to them to bring their own bags. It will be
most inadvisable to leave shoes outside the pandal and after much
deliberation the Reception Committee has decided not to make
any arrangements for taking custody of the shoes of those who wish
to leave them outside. At the Khilafat Conferences it is usual for
people to carry their shoes in pieces of paper or otherwise. The
bags are a most convenient and useful contrivance to meet the
difficulty. The Reception Committee is making elaborate prepara-
tions for electric lighting, water-pipes and latrines so that the health
and comforts of delegates may be as fully conserved as is possible
in the circumstances. But I must not anticipate the comforts or
discomforts that are being provided by the Reception Committee.

RESIGNATIONS

One reads in the papers lists of resignations by Government
servants in all Departments. A copy of one such resignation has
been sent to me from Belgaum. The Head Clerk to the Assistant
Director of Public Health has tendered his resignation as a protest
against the conviction of Gangadharrao Deshpande*, the leader

11861-1931; lawyer and politician; twice President of the Indian National
Congress

2 1878-1931; brother of Shaukat Ali and a prominent leader of the
Khilafat movement

3 A covered enclosure erected for special occasions

4 Prominent politician, known as the ‘“Lion of Karnatak”
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of Karnatak. In his resignation he described his own personal
grievance but that was not sufficient inducement for him to leave
Government service. In Assam quite a number of pleaders have
suspended practice as a protest against the repressive policy of
the local Government. I trust that these instances of resignations
and suspensions will multiply.

A Crop ofF DIFFICULTIES
A Bihar correspondent, who gives his name, writes as follows:!

. . I had sided with non-co-operation with the full belief that it
was religiously compulsory upon every Moslem. I never deceived my-
self with any hope of India’s regeneration through non-co-operation. . . .
I do not mean that I consider non-co-operation to be less effective but I
do most strongly say that our countrymen are not capable of adhering to
it with perfect non-violence. . . . I think the morale of the country has
so far deteriorated that it is beyond possibility that our present genera-
tion can effectively practise non-co-operation with non-violence. Is it
not strange that a responsible leader like yourself could shut his eyes to
this apparent and abject condition of things?

. after so much evidence of failures, why do you still stick to
dating the advent of swaraj by months? If it was only to rouse the teem-
ing masses, I am afraid the idea was not well conceived as is clear from
recent happenings. To give out absurd hopes is nothing but playing with
people’s passion.

.. . Let us first train the countrymen and then march them to do
battle. We have begun the fight with bad soldiers. . . .
I should like to hear through ZYoung India your views.

He is a well-known Bihari. There is no doubt about his
honesty. I, therefore, gladly respond to his suggestion to give a
public reply to his letter. Though non-co-operation was, in the
first instance, conceived in connection with the Khilafat, neither
I nor my first associates ever thought that non-co-operation with
the British Government involved any sacrifice whatsoever of the
country’s interests. On the contrary, we believed that if we
could compel surrender to the just demands of the Mussulmans
of India regarding the Khilafat, we could also compel surrender
in the matter of the Punjab and, consequently, in the matter of
swaraj. Non-violence was believed from the very commencement
to be an integral part of non-co-operation, and if the former failed
the latter failed ipso facto. Indeed the recent happenings have
furnished abundant proof of the progress of non-violence. They

1 Only excerpts reproduced here
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show, I hope conclusively, that Bombay’s aberration was an
isolated instance in no way symptomatic of the general condition
of the country. A year ago, it would have been impossible for
the Government to arrest so many leaders of the front rank in so
many parts of the country leaving the people absolutely self-con-
trolled. It would be a mistake to suppose that it is the machine-
gun which has kept all the people under restraint. No doubt it
has its share, but he who runs may see that there are hundreds,
if not thousands, of people in India today to whom machine-guns
have ceased to be a terror. Nor can I subscribe to the doctrine
that the country has suffered deterioration. On the contrary,
every province can demonstrate the marvellous revolution brought
about by this movement of purification in the lives of people. A
distinguished Mussulman friend was telling me only the other
day how the younger generation of Mussulmans was reclaimed
from a life of indolent and atheistical luxury to one of religious
simplicity and industry.

We are certainly in a hurry to get swaraj. Who can help
it? Were the Moplahs in the death wagon in a hurry when in
their asphyxiated state they were crying out for a breath of fresh
air and a drink of water ?! The death wagon of foreign domination
in which we are suffering from moral asphyxiation is infinitely
worse than the Moplah death wagon. And the wonder is that
all these long years we have not felt the want of the oxygen of
liberty. But having known our state, is it not most natural
for us to cry out for the fresh air of swaraj? I am unable to
accept any blame for having set the time-limit. I would have been
wrong not to do so, knowing as I did that if the people fulfilled
the conditions which were capable of easy fulfilment, swaraj was a
certainty inside of twelve months. If the atmosphere of non-violence
is truly established, I make bold to say that we shall achieve the
substance even during the remaining days of this year, though
we might have to wait for the form yet a while. The time-limit
was not fixed in order to rouse the teeming millions, but it was
fixed in order to rivet the attention of Congressmen and Congress-
women on their sense of immediate duty and on the grand conse-
quence of its fulfilment. Without the time-limit we would not
have collected the crore nor would we have introduced so many
spinning-wheels, nor manufactured thousands of rupees worth of

1 The Moplahs, Muslims settled in Malabar, rose in revolt in August
1921 and looted Hindus and committed arson and murder. On November 19,
about 70 Moplahs died of asphyxiation while being conveyed by train to
Bellary for imprisonment.
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hand-spun khadi and distributed lakhs amongst the poorest workers
in the country. It is not a sign of bad soldiery to find Bengal, the
United Provinces, and the Punjab supplying prisoners as fast as
Government can take them. And, when the word is passed round
the other provinces for repression of a violent type, I doubt not
that they will shine just as brilliantly as the three fortunate ones
I have mentioned.

SoME PRroOFs

The following letter! from the surviving Secretary of the
U.P. Provincial Congress Committee, Mr. Jiaram Saksena, speaks
for itself:

Of all the local office-bearers of the U.P. Provincial Congress Com-
mittee, I am the only unfortunate Secretary who is yet out of jail. It has,
therefore, fallen to my lot to inform you of what has recently happened
here.

The Provincial Congress Committee office was searched at about
midnight and the registers of the U.P. Congress Committee, Executive
Council and other subordinate bodies were taken away by the Deputy
Superintendent of Police who conducted the search. Besides, the Khilafat
Committee office and the houses of the gentlemen arrested were searched.

We have now started civil disobedience in Allahabad in an orga-
nized and systematic form. National Volunteers are being briskly recruited.

. . Yesterday a batch of a dozen volunteers was sent out for a round
in the city with national badges on their arms, singing patriotic songs.

. none was taken in custody. . . . Today the same batch with another
of a dozen volunteers paraded the town. . . . No arrests took place
today. . . .

Of equal value is the following from a Lahore correspondent :2

The general atmosphere is very good. People are fearless and non-
violent. The City Congress Committees are sending out volunteers to hold
meetings in different parts of the town at the same hour, to read out the
same written speech, and to sing the same song and disperse within ten
or fifteen minutes. Yesterday (the 8th instant) twenty such meetings were
held in twenty centres . . . Fear of arrest or the jail is gone.

Surely, this is a record of which any country would be proud.

Lest WE ForGET

The same Lahore correspondent, however, regretfully mentions
that the khadi movement has suffered a set-back and that khadi

1 & 2 Only excerpts reproduced here



NOTES 15

is not so much in evidence in Lahore as it used to be some time
ago. If this is so, it is a bad sign. A mere filling of the jails will
not answer the whole purpose. If India does not return to swadeshi,
no amount of going to jail will make her self-contained or fill
the mouths of the hungry millions. Without the four vital parts
of the programme, which are meant not for particular classes but
for all, we cannot establish swaraj. The reader must not be tired
of my repetition of them: Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Parsi, Chris-
tian, Jew unity; swadeshi, i.e., manufacture and use of hand-
spun khadi to the exclusion of all foreign cloth; removal of
untouchability by Hindus; and observance of non-violence by
all. These are like the four posts of a bedstead. Remove one
of them and it cannot stand.

Ban on Kuapr Cap

A friend has sent me papers in connection with a tussle that
a local pleader is having with a Sub-Judge of Devrukh in the
District of Ratnagiri over his khadi cap. Mr. J.V. Vaidya, the
local pleader in question, had the following order passed against
him by the Sub-Judge :

Mr. Vaidya has appeared in Court today in a khadi cap, com-
monly known as the “Gandhi cap”. In conformity with the views of the
High Court as expressed in the recent letter of the Chief Justice addressed
to the District Judge, Ratnagiri, extract of which was forwarded to the
Devrukh Bar, I have told Mr. Vaidya that I consider his appearance to-
day in a khadi cap as amounting to disrespect of the Court and have
ordered him to leave the Court at once and not to appear again before
this Court in a cap unless and until the District Judge or the High Court
directs otherwise. I have also warned him that if he appears in a cap
after this order, he will expose himself to all the consequences of a
contempt of Court. A copy of the statement of Mr. Vaidya and of this
order will be forwarded to the District Judge for such action as he may
deem fit to take in the matter.

The following is a copy of the extracts from the Chief Justice’s
letter for communication to the Bar:

The High Court is decidedly against the wearing of Gandhi caps in
Court by pleaders and would consider any pleader wearing a Gandhi cap
in Court as guilty of disrespect to the Judge.

We hope that the good sense of the pleaders will prevail provided
they know what the views of the High Court are.

No pleader should appear in Court if he wears any head-dress except
a turban.
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Please inform these pleaders that the High Court strongly disapproves
of their conduct.

To this the Sub-Judge appended the following hope:

The undersigned hopes that the pleaders will conform to the views
of the High Court herein expressed and that there would be no occasion
for the undersigned to enforce them in this Court.

Side by side with a discussion of matters of urgency, I do not
hesitate to occupy the space at my disposal for discussion of an
order which affects only a few pleaders. But the principle under-
lying this war against khadi caps is of the highest importance.
It shows how innocent but moral and economic movements are
attempted to be killed by their adversaries. Surely, the Chief
Justice outside his official position could not possibly take excep-
tion to a headgear which is accepted as respectable by thousands
of men all over India occupying a high station in life. Nor do
pleaders who adopt the national cap do so out of any disrespect
for the Court, but they do it out of respect for themselves and the
nation to which they belong. They do it because they do not wish to
conceal their religion or their politics, whichever way one regards the
adoption of the khadi cap. A man who does not respect himself
becomes menial. Are pleaders menials or officers of the High
Courts? Custodians as they claim to be of the people’s liberty,
are they to submit to a deprivation of their own? I understand
that Mr. Vaidya has decided to give up his practice, if he can-
not carry it on with dignity and self-respect. He has, therefore,
lodged a protest against the order, ceased to appear before the
Sub-Judge till the matter is decided in his favour. And I learn
further that the other members of the local Bar are also conferring
among themselves as to the steps to be taken for vindicating their
honour and freedom of action in the matter of dress. One does
hope that when pleaders are unable to suspend practice or students
to withdraw from Government schools and colleges, they will at
least put up a brave fight in order to sustain their own personal
honour even as the medical students of Vizagapatam have done.

Krrparant anp Co.
A telegram has been received from Banaras advising me that
Professor Kripalani! and fifteen members of his Ashram have been

I Acharya J. B. Kripalani (b. 1888); took part in Champaran and Non-
co-operation movements; Lecturer, Benares Hindu University, 1918-20; started
Gandhi Ashram for khadi and village work in 1920; Principal, Gujarat
Vidyapith, 1922-7; President, Indian National Congress, 1946
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arrested. The sacrifice of the innocents is proceeding apace.
Professor Kripalani is an educationist who has identified himself
with his pupils. He has a number of devoted pupils whose character
has been transformed by his touch. He implicitly believes in non-
violence to which he has come by laborious processes. He has
been devoting his own and his pupils’ energy to the development
of the constructive side of swadeshi, and has been conducting an
ideal institution in Banaras. He had reduced his wants to the
barest necessaries of life and has been living with his pupils sharing
with them the drudgery of the institution as also its privileges which
mainly consist in his own inspiring company to his pupils. I
have no advice as yet as to why he and fifteen of his pupils have
been arrested. I dare say it is for volunteering. For, he is not
the man to shirk danger. Anyway, he has led the way for other
such institutions. Let the purest-minded become volunteers and
be imprisoned. The instruction of the Working Committee in this
matter must be strictly followed. The purest-minded alone are fit
to go to jail as civil resisters and no other. If we have been lax
hitherto, let us be rigorously strict in our selection. I fervently
hope that those who have not clean minds or who do not believe
in non-violence or swadeshi or any vital part of non-co-operation,
will refrain from applying. They will serve by their abstention.

SWORD-STICKS

Whilst considering the question of selection of volunteers, I
was grieved to learn that there were places in Calcutta in which
sword-sticks and such other weapons were found. Soldiers of non-
violence should have neither sticks nor swords. We must eschew
every symbol of violence whilst our weapon is non-violence. As
Chhotani Mian! in his manifesto very properly says, we must not
even think of violence.

IRELAND aND INDIA

Lord Reading has flung Ireland in our faces. Let us con-
template for a moment that romantic nation. I would like the
reader to believe with me that it is not the blood that the Irish-
men have taken which has given them what appears to be their
liberty. But it is the gallons of blood that they have willingly
given themselves. It is not the fear of losing more lives that has
compelled a reluctant offer from England but it is the shame of
any further imposition of agony upon a people that loves its liberty
above everything else. It is the magnitude of the Irish sacrifice

1 A Nationalist Muslim leader of Bombay

XXII-2
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which has been the deciding factor. The late President Kruger!,
when with a handful of his undisciplined countrymen he hurled his
ultimatum against the British Empire, said he would stagger
humanity. He meant that he would sacrifice every Boer man,
woman and child and leave not a single Boer heart to subdue, but he
would gladly let Englishmen roam about the desert soil of South Africa
dyed with the blood of the Boer martyrs. And England yielded when
she was tired of concentration camps in which Boer women and
children died like flies, and then she was choked with the bloody
feast that the Boers had provided for her. And even so has Ireland
been staggering humanity for many a long year. And England
has yielded when she is able no longer to bear the sight of blood
pouring out of thousands of Irish arteries. I know for certain that
it is not legal subtleties, discussions on academic justice or resolu-
tions of councils and assemblies that will give us what we want.
We shall have to stagger humanity even as South Africa and Ire-
land have been obliged to. Only instead of repeating South African
and Irish histories non-co-operators are learning from the living
examples of these two nations the art of spilling their own blood
without spilling that of their opponents. If they could do that, they
could attain swaraj within a few days or a few months. But if
they want slavishly to follow South Africa and Ireland, Heaven
help India. Then there is no swaraj during the present generation.
And I know that the swaraj promised by Mr. Montagu?, no mat-
ter how well-intentioned he may be, will turn out to be a delusion
and a snare. Councils are no factories for making stout hearts. And
freedom is miasma without stout hearts to defend it.

WHAT Is SwaRraj?

The Times of India questions whether I have any clear notion
of swaraj. If the writer will go through the back numbers of Young
India, he will find a complete answer to the question. But I may
mention here briefly that the least that swaraj means is a settlement
with the Government in accordance with the wishes of the chosen
representatives of the people. Therefore, the Congress representa-
tives, if they can make good their claim by providing an inexhaus-
tible supply of prisoners, will have a determining voice in any settle-
ment that may be made. Swaraj, therefore, means the capacity
of the people of India to enforce their demands. I totally dissent
from the Viceroy’s view that swaraj must come from the British

1 1825-1904; President of the Transvaal, 1883-1900
2E. S. Montagu (1879-1924); Secretary of State for India, 1917-22 and
co-sponsor of Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms



NOTES 19

Parliament, unless it comes through the sword. The British Par-
liament will only ratify the people’s wish when the “sword” has
made it irresistible. Non-co-operators are trying to use the sword
of self-sacrifice in preference to that of steel. India’s soul is pitted
against British steel. We shall not have to wait long to know what
popular swaraj is.

WoRK IN JAILS

An esteemed friend asks me whether, now that the Government
have provided an opportunity for hundreds to find themselves im-
prisoned and as thousands are responding, it would not be better for
the prisoners to refuse to do any work in the jails at all. I am
afraid that suggestion comes from a misapprehension of the moral
position. We are not out to abolish jails as an institution. Even
under swaraj we would have our jails. Our civil disobedience,
therefore, must not be carried beyond the point of breaking the
unmoral laws of the country. Breach of the laws to be civil
assumes the strictest and willing obedience to the jail discipline
because disobedience of a particular rule assumes a willing accep-
tance of the sanction provided for its breach. And immediately
a person quarrels both with the rule and the sanction for its breach,
he ceases to be civil and lends himself to the precipitation of chaos
and anarchy. A civil resister is, if one may be permitted such a
claim for him, a philanthropist and a friend of the State. An
anarchist is an enemy of the State and is, therefore, a misanthrope.
I have permitted myself to use the language of war because the
so-called constitutional method has become so utterly ineffective.
But I hold the opinion firmly that civil disobedience is the purest
type of constitutional agitation. Of course it becomes degrading
and despicable if its civil, i.e., non-violent character is a mere
camouflage. If the honesty of non-violence be admitted, there is
no warrant for condemnation even of the fiercest disobedience
because of the likelihood of its leading to violence. No big or
swift movement can be carried on without bold risks and life will
not be worth living if it is not attended with large risks. Does not
the history of the world show that there would have been no
romance in life if there had been no risks ? It is the clearest proof
of a degenerate atmosphere that one finds respectable people, lea-
ders of society raising their hands in horror and indignation at the
slightest approach of danger or upon an outbreak of any violent
commotion. We do want to drive out the beast in man, but we do
not want on that account to emasculate him. And in the process
of finding his own status, the beast in him is bound now and
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again to put up his ugly appearance. As I have often stated in
these pages what strikes me down is not the sight of blood under
every conceivable circumstance. It is blood spilt by the non-co-
operator or his supporters in breach of his declared pledge which para-
lyses me, as I know it ought to paralyse every honest non-co-operator.

Therefore, to revert to the original argument, as civil resisters
we are bound to guard against universal indiscipline. Jail disci-
pline must be submitted to until jail Government itself becomes
or is felt to be corrupt and immoral. But deprivation of comfort,
imposition of restriction and such other inconveniences do not
make jail Government corrupt. It becomes that when prisoners
are humiliated or treated with inhumanity as when they are kept
in filthy dens or are given food unfit for human consumption. In-
deed, I hope that the conduct of non-co-operators in the jail will
be strictly correct, dignified and yet submissive. We must not re-
gard jailers and warders as our enemies but as fellow human
beings not utterly devoid of the human touch. Our gentlemanly
behaviour is bound to disarm all suspicion or bitterness. I know
that this path of discipline on the one hand and fierce defiance
on the other is a very difficult path, but there is no royal road to
swaraj. The country has deliberately chosen the narrow and the
straight path. Like a straight line it is the shortest distance. But
even as you require a steady and experienced hand to draw a
straight line, so are steadiness of discipline and firmness of purpose
absolutely necessary if we are to walk along the chosen path with
an unerring step.

I am painfully conscious of the fact that it is not going to be
a bed of roses for any of the civil resisters. And my head reels and
the heart throbs when I recall the lives of Motilal Nehru and C. R.
Das in their palatial rooms surrounded by numerous willing
attendants and by every comfort and convenience that money can
buy and when I think of what is in store for them inside the cold
unattractive prison walls where they will have to listen to the
clanking of the prisoner’s chains in the place of the sweet music of
their drawing-rooms. But I steel my heart with the thought that it
is the sacrifice of just such heroes that will usher in swaraj. The
noblest of South Africans, Canadians, Englishmen, Frenchmen,
Germans have had to undergo much greater sacrifices than we have
mapped out for ourselves.

AGHA SAHEB SAFDAR

No telegram but a letter has been just received that the Agha
Saheb was arrested at Sialkot on the 10th instant whilst he was on
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a flying visit there. He was followed by a dense crowd. The Agha
Saheb refused to be arrested unless there was a warrant or he was
forced. At last the Magistrate had to come and order his arrest.
The Agha Saheb obeyed this cheerfully though the Magistrate
was not able to say why he was being arrested. As soon as the
jail gates were opened, some of the crowd rushed in and asked to
be arrested also together with the Agha Saheb. These intruders
were naturally driven out. My correspondent tells me also that
the Magistrate was insulted by the crowd. I congratulate the
Agha Saheb but I cannot congratulate the crowd which had no
business to follow the Agha Saheb. Those who entered the jail
were guilty of misbehaviour in terms of the pledge of non-vio-
lence and those who insulted the Magistrate damaged the cause
which they sought to espouse and were guilty not only of a breach
of their pledge but of cowardice. The police party, I understand,
was small. The officer in charge, I understand, behaved cour-
teously. Probably relying upon our non-violence, the Magistrate
was insufficiently protected. I warn the non-co-operators that any
deviation from our pledge will postpone the advent of swaraj, which
seems to be rushing towards us. ‘“Non-violence in thought, word
or deed” must be our motto.

I understand that the Agha Saheb appointed Lala Dunichand
as his successor! in office. I wish the new President the same good
luck that has blessed Agha Safdar Saheb.

Young India, 15-12-1921

2. WOMEN’S PART

The women of Calcutta have obstructed the gentlemen of
Calcutta by trying to sell khadi and a telegram in the newspapers
has announced that they have been consequently arrested?. The
company includes the devoted partner of the President elect3, his
widowed sister and his niece.* I had hoped that in the initial sta-
ges, at any rate, women would be spared the honour of going to
jail. They were not to become aggressive civil resisters. But the
Bengal Government, in their impartial zeal to make no distinc-
tion even of sex, have conferred the honour upon three women of

1 As President, Punjab Provincial Congress Committee
20n December 7, 1921, on a charge of obstructing the highway
3 C. R. Das

4 They were released subsequently.
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Calcutta. I hope that the whole country will welcome this in-
novation. The women of India should have as much share in
winning swaraj as men. Probably in this peaceful struggle woman
can outdistance man by many a mile. We know that she is
any day superior to man in her religious devotion. Silent and digni-
fied suffering is the badge of her sex. And now that the Govern-
ment of Bengal have dragged the woman into the line of fire, I
hope that the women all over India will take up the challenge and
organize themselves. In any case, they were bound, when a suffi-
cient number of men had been removed, for the honour of their
sex to step into their places. But now let it be side by side with
men in sharing the hardships of jail life. God will protect their
honour. When, as if to mock man, her natural protectors became
helpless to prevent Draupadi! from being denuded of her last
piece of cloth, the power of her own virtue preserved her honour.
And so will it be to the end of time. Even the weakest physically
have been given the ability to protect their own honour. Let it be
man’s privilege to protect woman, but let no woman of India feel
helpless in the absence of man or in the event of his failing to
perform the sacred duty of protecting her. One who knows how
to die need never fear any harm to her or his honour.

I would suggest to the women of India quietly but without
loss of time to collect names of those who are ready to enter the
line of fire. Let them send their offer to the women of Bengal and
let the latter feel that their sisters elsewhere are ready to follow
their noble example. It is likely that there will not be many forth-
coming to brave the risks of a jail life and all it must mean to
women. The nation will have no cause to be ashamed if only a few
offer themselves for sacrifice in the first instance.

Men’s duty is clear. We must not lose our heads. Excitement
will not protect our women or our country. We have asked Gov-
ernment neither to spare women nor children. It certainly did
not in the Punjab during those martial law days. I consider it deci-
dedly more civilized that the officials in Calcutta should under a
legal pretence arrest our sisters in Calcutta for what they consider
is a crime than that a Bosworth Smith in the Punjab should spit
upon, swear at and otherwise humiliate the women of Manianwala.?
We did not offer our women to be insulted thus wise. But we do
offer our women for imprisonment if they will arrest them in the
prosecution of public service. We must not expect the Government

! Heroine of the Mahabharata; admired for her dauntless spirit
2 Vide Vol. XVII, pp.114-292.
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to look on with indifference whilst the women are spreading the
gospel of swadeshi and undermining the very basis of its existence—
its traffic in foreign cloth and the consequent ability to exploit
India’s resources. If, therefore, we men allow our sisters to take
part in the swadeshi agitation, we must concede the right of the
Government to imprison them equally with men.

We must, therefore, control our anger. It will be cowardly to
challenge a duel and then swear at the adversary for taking up the
challenge. Men must fill the jails. Men must prove to the Gov-
ernment that the awakening is not confined to a few men but it
has permeated the masses, that the spirit of non-violence possesses
not merely a select number but that it possesses the best part
of India. We must show by our conduct that the sudden erup-
tion was an exception and not a symptom of a general disease.
And now, when the cause for irritation is almost the greatest, is
the time for showing the greatest forbearance and self-restraint.
I modify the adjective by using an adverb before it. For, I do
not think that the greatest irritation has yet been offered. I can
conceive occasions which may cause irritation to the straining
point. If we are to gain freedom and vindicate the honour of the
Khilafat and the Punjab, we must pay a much higher price and not
lose equanimity in the midst of the greatest possible irritation. Let us
prepare for the worst and give credit to the Government for de-
cency by expecting the least. Let us acknowledge frankly that in
most cases they are obeying the laws of war by being courteous.
If they handcuffed Pir Badshah Mian and Dr. Suresh Banerjee,
they have not done so in the case of the Ali Brothers, Lala Lajpat
Rai, Maulana Mohiuddin or Pandit Motilal Nehru. Nor would
I quarrel with handcuffing if they imposed it on all. It is a jail
regulation to handcuff a prisoner. I should certainly have loved to
travel to Allahabad to see Pandit Motilal Nehru and his son being
handcuffed together and made to walk to their destination. I
would have loved to watch the radiant smiles on their faces in the
consciousness of their handcuffs hastening the advent of swaraj. But
the Government did not provide any such treat. What I do not
expect, what I do not want for the sake of man’s dignity, is a
repetition of the petty and degrading insults of the Punjab or the
unthinkable inhumanities of the Moplah death wagon. But non-
co-operators have stipulated for no such immunity. We have con-
ceived the possibility of the worst happening, and under a full
sense of our responsibility pledged ourselves to remain non-violent.
Swaraj is within our grasp; let it not step away from us by self-
forgetfulness.
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With leaders in jails, there should be hartals wherever the
Prince goes. No meetings are necessary to organize them. The
people have sufficient training for spontaneous action. Let the
Government realize that it was not force but willing response that
brought about hartals. There must be nowhere any unauthorized
or ill-conceived civil disobedience. Every forward step must be
taken with the greatest deliberation and calmness. The people
can discuss things in their own homes. The merchants meet a
thousand times for business. They may easily discuss and decide
matters arising out of the situation as it develops hourly. But
whilst T would like hartals to follow the Prince, I would take no
risk of violence and would not countenance the slightest exercise
of force or threat of it. Absence of prescribed hartal would some-
what discredit us, but an outbreak of violence would retard our
progress and may even indefinitely postpone swaraj.

I hope, too, that every vacancy in the ranks of delegates will
be filled and that there will be a full attendance at the Congress
of members who will have made up their minds as to what they
want and how they will have it.

Whilst this was being printed, advice was received that the
three ladies were discharged after a few hours’ detention. Never-
theless, I allow the writing to go to the public as the argument
holds good in the main. I observe, too, that the ladies have been
discharged with a caution.

Young India, 15-12-1921

3. FROM LALA LAFPAT RAI

DEAR MAHATMAJI,

I am writing this to you so early as, in all probability, I will be arr-
ested by this evening. I am sorry I may look to have disregarded your
wishes but the circumstances are such as leave me no alternative. We
have called a meeting of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee for
today at 2 p.m. The Deputy Commissioner calls it a public meeting. . . .
Most probably he will prohibit the meeting. He has also served us with
a notice calling ward meetings of ward Congress Committees also public.
This means an entire stoppage of work. His orders are illegal. . . .

Under the circumstances, it is impossible for me to keep away from
the meeting. It will be sheer cowardice. Please pardon me if my action
does not meet with your approval . ... Rest assured I will not bring
disgrace on your movement. Pardon me if I have ever seemed to be
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critical and distrustful. In all my actions only one motive has been upper-
most in my thoughts, viz., that of loyalty to my country and my people.
If I have erred, I have erred in good faith. Even in my criticisms of
my Moderate friends I have no other motive. . . .

The Sikh non-co-operators have set a noble example. . . . The Sikh
community has so far kept its temper admirably well in spite of the
provocations given. Most of the arrests have been made in the presence
of hundreds and thousands. . . . Our Sikh friends deserve all the
praise one can bestow on brave, noble, sufferers in the cause of truth.

We have selected Agha Safdar as my successor in the office of the
President, Provincial Congress Committee and I havein consultation drawn
up a programme for immediate action. . .

Mr. Stokes was this morning arrested.!

Your devoted comrade,
LajpaT Ral

December 3, 1921
7 a.m.

The reader will appreciate my sharing the foregoing? with
him. It is remarkable how every leader has made complete
arrangements in anticipation of going to jail. Of course
Lalaji could not have acted otherwise than he did. I was
anxious for him, if it was naturally possible, not to seek
arrest till after the Congress®. But in the circumstances that faced
him, he could not avoid attending the meeting without hurting
the cause. A general ceases to be a general when he shirks battle
that is offered to him. In every action of Lalaji I see nothing but
thoughtfulness and calm courage. I fully endorse Lalaji’s tribute
to the Sikhs. Their resolute behaviour, their religious fervour, their
calmness and their suffering command my highest admiration.
One sees in everything that is happening in the country the
throes of a new birth. May God grant that no hasty action, no out-
break of violence impedes our unmistakable progress towards
our destined goal!

Young India, 15-12-1921

1 Vide Vol. XXI, p. 532.
2 Only excerpts reproduced here
3 Which was to be held at Ahmedabad towards the end of December 1921.



4. CHRISTIANS AND SWARAY

Tue Epirtor, Young India
SIR,

At this time when there is so much questioning about the attitude
of Indian Christians towards swaraj, I, as a representative of a large class
of thinking Christians, should like to draw the attention of your readers
to certain important facts with which very few of our Hindu and Moslem
compatriots are acquainted.

Let me, in the first place, point out clearly that the so-called Indian
Christians are a community built up very largely by peoples in the West.

. . The two agencies which have completed the work of denationalizing
the Christian church in India have been : (i) the Western missionary
societies, (ii) our own Hindu and Moslem brethren. . . . Our Hindu and
Moslem relations . . . ostracized and boycotted us. . . . on our adopting
a different religion. . . .

Through the influence of missionaries, Indian Christians adopted
English ways of dress and living which instilled in them a sense of their
own importance and completely destroyed the last germ of patriotism and
national zeal. . . . God’s name be praised that in spite of the missionaries’
efforts to keep us down, a real awakening has, after all, come upon our
community, and with growing means of education and prosperity a real
sense of devotion to our motherland is also fast developing. . . . You will
find that some Indian Christians are even worse Anglo-Indians in their
views than many Europeans and Anglo-Indians themselves. But if you are
true Indians, be patient with such . . . befriend them and prove to them
that all Indians, whether they be Hindus, Muslims, Parsis or Christians,
are the sons and daughters of the self-same mother and so true brothers
and true sisters. . . . Assure your Christian brethren of your real love for
them and you will find that the Christian Indian, when he is once inspired
with the love of his country, will lay down his very life in her service
and shed his very blood in her noble fight for freedom.

I am, etc.,

A CHrisTIAN SOoN OF MOTHER INDIA

I publish this letter! with the omission of two passages of
personal reference because of the appeal made to Hindus and
Mussulmans. I do not like the unqualified reference to the

1 Only excerpts reproduced here
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European missionaries. Though much of what the writer says
regarding them is true, there are many European missionaries who
are not anti-Indian or anti-Hindu or anti-Muslim. The task be-
fore nationalists is clear. They have to win over by their genuine
love all minorities including Englishmen. Indian nationalism,
if it is to remain non-violent, cannot be exclusive.

Young India, 15-12-1921

5. OF SPINNING-WHEELS

Tue Epbrror, Young India
SIR,

The District Congress Committee has no expert spinner appointed
whom they can and should consult about the charkha to be selected for
introducing to the public. . . .

Most of the workers have yet to realize that a thin spindle with re-
volutions over 150 to one of the wheel is necessary for turning out good
weavable yarn.

The charkha recommended in Young India is taken as a pattern in some
places, but the revolutions of the spindle (which is generally at least
half an inch in diameter) being lower than 40 increase the time as it is
necessary after drawing out a length of yarn to turn the wheel so many
times to ensure the proper twist.

The result of all this is seen in the number of charkhas lying idle
or producing yarn which is refused by weavers being undertwisted and
uneven. . . . if the Committee is going to spend the major portion of the
Tilak Swaraj Fund on thisitem, it must lay down a clear stipulation when
giving the money, that every District body thus supplied with money
must have an expert spinner . . .

Yours etc.,

(Dr.) A. K. NULKAR
November 21, 1921 Vice-PresiDENT, East KHANDESH DisTrICT

CoNGRrEss COMMITTEE

I gladly publish the foregoing! to stimulate interest in the

matter of improvement in the existing spinning-wheels and to show
what keen interest educated men are taking in hand-spinning. I
commend Dr. Nulkar’s example for emulation.

Young India, 15-12-1921

1 Only excerpts reproduced here



6. A PUZZLE AND ITS SOLUTION'

Lord Reading is puzzled and perplexed. Speaking in reply
to the addresses from the British Indian Association and the Ben-

gal National Chamber of Commerce at Calcutta, His Excellency
said:

I confess that when I contemplate the activities of a section of the com-
munity, I find myself still, notwithstanding persistent study ever since I
have been in India, puzzled and perplexed. I ask myself what purpose
is served by flagrant breaches of the law for the purpose of challenging
the Government and in order to compel arrest.

The answer was partly given by Pandit Motilal Nehru when he
said on being arrested? that he was being taken to the house of
freedom. We seek arrest because the so-called freedom is slavery.
We are challenging the might of this Government because we
consider its activity to be wholly evil. We want to overthrow the
Government. We want to compel its submission to the people’s
will. We desire to show that the Government exists to serve the
people, not the people the Government. Free life under the Gov-
ernment has become intolerable, for the price exacted for the
retention of freedom is unconscionably great. Whether we are one
or many, we must refuse to purchase freedom at the cost of our self-
respect or our cherished convictions. I have known even little
children become unbending when an attempt has been made to
cross their declared purpose, be it ever so flimsy in the esti-
mation of their parents.

Lord Reading must clearly understand that the non-co-opera-
tors are at war with the Government. They have declared rebel-
lion against it inasmuch as it has committed a breach of faith
with the Mussulmans, it has humiliated the Punjab and it insists
upon imposing its will upon the people and refuses to repair the
breach and repent of the wrong done in the Punjab.

There were two ways open to the people, the way of armed
rebellion and the way of peaceful revolt. Non-co-operators have

I This is one of the articles for which Gandhiji was tried and sentenced
in March 1922.

2 On December 6, 1921
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chosen, some out of weakness, some out of strength, the way of
peace, i.e., voluntary suffering.

If the people are behind the sufferers, the Government must
yield or be overthrown. If the people are not with them they have
at least the satisfaction of not having sold their freedom. In an
armed conflict, the more violent is generally the victor. The way of
peace and suffering is the quickest method of cultivating public
opinion, and, therefore, when victory is attained, it is for what the
world regards as Truth. Bred in the atmosphere of law-courts,
Lord Reading finds it difficult to appreciate the peaceful resis-
tance to authority. His Excellency will learn by the time the con-
flict is over that there is a higher court than courts of justice, and
that is the court of conscience. It supersedes all other courts.

Lord Reading is welcome to treat all the sufferers as lunatics,
who do not know their own interest. He is entitled, therefore, to
put them out of harm’s way. It is an arrangement that entirely
suits the lunatics and it is an ideal situation if it also suits the Gov-
ernment. He will have cause to complain if, having courted im-
prisonment, non-co-operators fret and fume or “whine for favours”
as Lalaji puts it. The strength of a non-co-operator lies in his
going to jail uncomplainingly. He loses his case if, having court-
ed imprisonment, he begins to grumble, immediately his courtship
is rewarded.

The threats used by His Excellency are unbecoming. This
is a fight to the finish. It is a conflict between the reign of violence
and of public opinion. Those who are fighting for the latter are
determined to submit to any violence rather than surrender their
opinion.

Young India, 15-12-1921

7. MUNICIPALITIES IN TROUBLE

The municipalities of Ahmedabad, Nadiad and Surat are
again in trouble about their education departments.! The Govern-
ment intends to declare the municipalities unfit to run the de-
partments and then take over their administration. It has, there-
fore, issued notices to the three municipalities to the effect that it
will take over the control of their education departments unless they

1 These municipalities had decided to impart national education in their
schools and to refuse Government grants; for Nadiad Municipality’s decision,
vide Vol. XIX, pp. 340-1.



30 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

carry out its directions before 5 p.m. on the 17th instant. Where
the municipality has the support of a clear majority for its decision,
it will be difficult for the Government to take over the administra-
tion of a department.

In the present circumstances, a non-co-operator can continue
as member of a municipality for one reason only, namely, to in-
crease the strength of the people by every legitimate means and to
reduce the control of the Government. Where there is a majo-
rity of those who co-operate with the Government and it is not
possible to realize this aim, a non-co-operator should certainly not
continue as a member merely for creating disorder or obstructing
the proceedings. He should realize that such tactics do not increase
the strength of the people but are only a waste of time. Experience
shows us that a person who commands a majority cannot be
clamoured out of his decision. When his principles are involved,
he does not hesitate to make the fullest use of his majority. The
rule of majority yields excellent results in matters in which no
fundamentals are involved. Where, however, fundamentals are
involved, the convention of bowing to a majority leads to
society’s decline. It 1is, therefore, desirable that we continue
members of only those municipalities in which we command a
majority.

Let us examine the present situation from this angle. One way
to prevent the control of education from passing into the hands of
the Government, as also to cut short all argument with it, is to
entrust the administration of education to the national institu-
tion in each town and to subsidize it with grants. A municipality
has the power to make such grants. If this can be done, the Gov-
ernment’s taking over the education department will be of little
significance. It will not get control over the present students,
who will remain self-reliant. The Government administrator may
start new schools if he so chooses. No citizen will prevent him.
From where, however, will the Government get the children to
attend its new schools? We believe that all children who want
schooling are already attending the existing municipal schools.
Again, the Government will face difficulties in financing its new
department. The municipalities will never sanction the expen-
diture of their own free will. The Government will have, there-
fore, to distrain upon the municipalities every time they need the
money. This, again, will lead to ultimate discomfiture of the Gov-
ernment.

The second way, if the Government appoints its adminis-
trator, is that the municipality should advise the school-teachers
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not to carry out the administrator’s orders and let him take
whatever steps he likes. This too will wear out the Government.

The third way is to work among the voters in case the Govern-
ment succeeds in taking over the administration of the existing
schools. That is, the people should be so educated that they will
see to it that no child attends Government schools, and all people
will send children to the new [national] schools instead.

All these three ways cannot be adopted simultaneously; we
should select one of them and concentrate upon it. It is the duty
of the members to educate the voters so thoroughly that they
would be ready for any step which might be necessary.

[From Gujarati]

Navajivan, 15-12-1921

8. MY NOTES

To PARENTS

Parents who send their children to schools or Ashrams have
certain obligations to fulfil. Their failure to fulfil them harms the
children, the institutions as also the parents themselves. Parents
should acquaint themselves with the rules of the institution to
which they want their children to be admitted. They should know
the habits and needs of their children and adhere to the decision
once it is taken. During the time when the children are supposed
to stay in the Ashram, they should not be called away to serve
their parents’ convenience or in order that they might be of service
to the latter; how, then, can they be called away to attend mar-
riages? Why should children be invited on such occasions? Just
as parents do not involve children in their other social affairs, so
also they should not involve them in the business of marriages.
During student-life, children’s attention should not be distracted
from their studies; moreover, during this period, children should
remain brahmacharis'. If they are compelled to attend marriages
and such other functions, they may find it difficult to do this. It
is, therefore, necessary that we deliberately keep children away
from such celebrations. Besides, at a time like this, when the
very idea of marriage seems improper, it is an outrage on a child
who, left to itself, would keep away from a marriage, to tempt it
with the thought of attending one. In these days when we have

1 Celibates
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become weak-willed, when the strength to resist temptations has
diminished, it is necessary to encourage a person in his determi-
nation to submit to a rule or make some sacrifice. If, instead,
we ourselves oblige him to disregard a rule, we shall be encourag-
ing weakness. What has been said with regard to marriage applies
to many other affairs. Parents who desire to bring up their children
thoughtfully will be able to recall many such occasions when,
instead of helping the progress of their children, they have retar-
ded it.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 15-12-1921

9. LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI
Thursday [December 15, 19211

CHI. DEVDAS,

I have your two letters. Your handwriting is as bad as the
contents are beautiful. Try your best. I know that you are under
pressure for time these days. Nevertheless, you have got to make
the effort.

Harilal has done good work. Have just heard that he has
been sentenced to six months’ rigorous imprisonment.

More in my letter to Mahadev?2.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 7775

10. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI
Thursday [December 15, 192113

CHI. MAHADEV,

I did write to you almost everyday. Swaruprani’s* letter is
wonderful, which means your letter is wonderful, does it not?

I Harilal was arrested on Sunday, December 11, 1921.

2 Mahadev Desai (1892-1942); Gandhiji’s secretary for 25 years

31In his letter to the addressee, dated December 8, 1921, which was a
Thursday, Gandhiji had expressed the wish that Swaruprani should write to
him; he also mentioned that he could readily send Pyarelal to assist the
addressee. This letter was presumably written on the following Thursday.

4 Wife of Motilal Nehru
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But surely we do not want to get anything credited to our ac-
count? All our obeisances to the many gods ultimately reach
Keshava [the Supreme Deity], as a matter of course. We dedicate
to Krishna whatever we do and so need have no worry.

Das’s pamphlets are very brilliant. It seems he has drunk deep
of the nectar of non-violence. Bengal has indeed risen to the top.
At present, Gujarat stands last. I am even glad of this.

Pyarelal! will tell you the rest. Make full use of him and take
care of your health. I want you to send Devdas to jail. That is
one of the reasons for sending Pyarelal there.

I shall not write a separate letter to Godbole?. Let him come
here with all the papers, etc. Some of the work will be finished

quickly if he comes here. I don’t think there is any need of him
there.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

Surely, Godbole does not have to get his name registered as
a volunteer.

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 11427

11. TELEGRAM?

[About December 15, 1921]*

NON-CO-OPERATORS PURELY ON DEFENSIVE. NO CON-
FERENCE CAN DO GOOD UNLESS GOVERNMENT PENI-
TENT AND PREPARED RECOGNIZE SUPREMACY PUBLIC
OPINION

GANDHI

Seven Months with Mahatma Gandhi, p. 173

1 Pyarelal Nayyar, Gandhiji’s secretary since 1920; biographer of Gandhiji
2M. S. Godbole; former professor, Gujarat Vidyapith; Joint Secretary,
A.ILC.C.

3 Sent in reply to a telegram from a landowner of Jabalpur, which read :
“Situation extremely grave. Both sides equally determined. Undesirable hap-

penings not unlikely. Your responsibility serious. Round Table Conference
advisable. Viceroy also requested to hear.”

4 From the source

XXII-3



12. TELEGRAM TO RAFENDRA PRASAD!

[On or after December 15, 1921

RAJENDRA Prasap?
CHAPRA

DO ENLIST LEAVING INSTRUCTION [TO] YOUNG, RELIABLE
TEN ENSURING NON-VIOLENCE.

GANDHI
From a photostat : S.N. 7726

13. TELEGRAM TO SRI PRAKASA?

[On or after December 15, 1921

Sr1 Prakasa*
SEVASHRAM
BANARAS

HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS. WAS TOTALLY UNPREPARED FOR
SUCH CONSUMMATION.

GANDHI
From a photostat : S.N. 7729

1 Sent in reply to Rajendra Prasad’s telegram received on December 15,
1921, which read : ““Government proclaimed Volunteer Corps unlawful. Shafi,
Janakdhari, and fifty volunteers arrested for disregarding proclamation. We
propose that Haque, Brijkishore, Deepanandan, myself should enlist. Wire
instructions Chapra.”

2 1884-1963; statesman and scholar; Chairman, Constituent Assembly of
India, 1946-9; first President of India

3 This was sent in reply to Sri Prakasa’s telegram of December 15, 1921,
which read : ‘“Father arrested under Section 107 Criminal Code, all well.”

4b. 1890; son of Bhagwandas, the eminent scholar of Banaras; Congress
leader and freedom fighter; India’s High Commissioner to Pakistan; later,
Governor of Bombay



I14. TELEGRAM TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

[On or after December 15, 19217
GOOD. HOPE YOU WILL GET MAXIMUM PENALTY.

GANDHI
Seven Months with Mahatma Gandhi, p. 172

15. DRAFT TELEGRAM TO MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA?

[December 16, 19217

WISH YOU WOULD RECOGNIZE THIS IS FIGHT TO THE FINISH.
NON-CO-OPERATORS ARE PURELY ON THE DEFENSIVE. IF
PROVOKING ORDERS DISBANDMENT AND STOPPING PUBLIC MEETINGS
WITHDRAWN PRESENT CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE STOPS AUTOMATI-
CALLY. BOYCOTT OF WELCOME MUST PERSIST SO LONG AS
GOVERNMENT IRRESPONSIVE PUBLIC OPINION. CONFERENCE WILL BE
ABORTIVE UNLESS GOVERNMENT TRULY PENITENT AND DESIROUS
REMOVE RANKLING GRIEVANCES AND YIELD FORCE OF PUBLIC
OPINION. WILL HOWEVER DISCUSS SITUATION JAMNADAS4 KUNZRU?

GANDHI
Seven Months with Mahatma Gandhi, Vol. II, p. 132

1 The addressee was served with a notice under the Criminal Law
Amendment Act at 12 noon on December 15, 1921, and was asked to take his
trial on the same day at 4 p.m. The trial was, however, adjourned and,
according to the source, Gandhiji sent this telegram on receiving news regard-
ing the case.

2 1861-1946; founder of the Benares Hindu University; twice President
of the Indian National Congress

3 This telegram was dictated to Krishnadas, Gandhiji’s secretary, im-
mediately on receipt of Malaviya’s telegram of December 16, 1921, which read:
“Am arranging deputation of about seven to Viceroy on 2lst to press upon
him necessity of Round Table Conference. Hence going to Calcutta. Jamnadas
and Kunzru reach Sabarmati tomorrow to explain situation. Desire to
have your authority to say that if conference is accepted and Government stays
hands and releases leaders, you will withdraw opposition to Prince’s welcome
and suspend civil disobedience till termination conference. Calcutta address
till 21 No. 31 Burtillo Street.” According to Krishnadas, this draft was not
sent. For the reply which was sent after Jamnadas and Kunzru met Gandhiji,
vide ““Telegram to Madan Mohan Malaviya”, 19-12-1921.

4 Jamnadas Dwarkadas, a leading member of the Home Rule League

5 Hriday Nath Kunzru (b. 1887); President of the Servants of India Society;
Liberal politician and parliamentarian



16. CIRCULAR LETTER!

SABARMATI,
December 16, 1921

DEAR FRIEND,

I do not know who will be able to attend the A.I.C.C. meet-
ing. I, therefore, send you draft resolution which I would like to
have passed. Will you please send me your criticism if you can-
not attend? And of course you will not come even if you are
free if your presence is required in your province for keeping the
peace. The draft is not for publication at all.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI
From a photostat : S.N. 9545

17. LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI

ASHRAM,
Friday [December 16, 1921]?

CHI. DEVDAS,

I got your letter. The description of the prisoners is given
in beautiful language but a shabby hand, so that the latter cancels
the beauty of the former.

I am awaiting a wire to tell me that you have gone to jail
and Mahadev has been arrested.

Please let me know by wire whether or not Mrs. Nehru and
others are coming. Today I do not propose to write a separate
letter to Mahadev.

You both ought to keep good health. With Pyarelal there,
you should no longer feel short of help.

1 This was presumably sent to Congress workers in the various provinces.
2 Jamnadas Dwarkadas and Hriday Nath Kunzru mentioned in the post-
script arrived at the Ashram on December 17, 1921.
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Anna!, Gomtibehn? and Sarkar’s? sister-in-law have arrived in
the Ashram. Vasumatibehn is also here.
Blessings from
Baru
[PS.]
Andrews?*, Jamnadas and Kunzru are coming tomorrow.
From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 7677

18. TELEGRAM TO FIARAM SAXENA>

[On or after December 16, 1921]

JIARAM®
CoNGRESs COMMITTEE
ALLAHABAD

WORKING COMMITTEE TWENTY-THIRD.
GANDHI
From a photostat : S.N. 7723

19. TELEGRAM TO MAULANA ABDUL BARI7

[On or after December 16, 19218

WE HAVE EVERY REASON PRAISE GOD FOR HIS MERCY. HOPE
YOU ARE WELL.

GANDHI
From a photostat : S.N. 7724

1 Harihar Sharma; earlier, member of Ganganath Bharatiya Vidyalaya,
Baroda; active worker of Dakshina Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha

2 Wife of Kishorelal Mashruwala

3 Patwardhan Yadawadkar, honorary worker on the editorial staff of
Young India. He died during the Nagpur Congress in December 1920; wvide
Vol. XIX, p.211.

4 C. F. Andrews (1871-1940); British missionary; co-worker of Tagore and
Gandhiji; honoured as ‘“Deenabandhu” or “brother of the poor”

5 Sent in reply to Jiaram’s telegram of December 16, 1921, which read :
“Letter Received. Kindly wire date Working Committee.”

6 Secretary, U. P. Provincial Congress Committee

7 1838-1926; Nationalist Muslim divine of Lucknow who took active
part in the Khilafat movement

8 This telegram was sent in reply to Maulana Abdul Bari’s telegram of De-
cember 16, 1921, which read: ‘““Have come back from Hyderabad today. I was



20. TELEGRAM TO C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR!

[On or after December 16, 1921]

AcHARYA2
SALEM

YOU MUST JUDGE SITUATION THERE AND DECIDE ABOUT COMING.3?
GANDHI
From a photostat: S.N. 7728

21. TELEGRAM TO SHYAM SUNDER CHAKRAVARTY*
[On or after December 16, 1921]

VACANCIES SHOULD BE FILLED UP.
From a photostat: S.N. 7731

very much pleased by the victorious spirit of Maulvi Salamatullah and my other
dearest Hindu-Muslim friends. I congratulate you on their arrest. We are
proud of the citizens of Lucknow and Allahabad for their patience, tolerance,
orderly manner, unity of action, and obedience to Congress orders. The correct
report about hartal both in Lucknow and Allahabad is that it was complete,
and perfect non-violence prevailed. Have just seen Pandit Motilalji and Mau-
lana Salamatullah with their comrades in jail. All are cheerful and happy.
Have just heard about your son’s arrest. Hearty congratulations. Hopeful sign.”

1'Sent in reply to Vijayaraghavachariar’s telegram of December 15, re-
ceived by Gandhiji on the 16th, which read: “Kindly wire whether my arrival
24th sufficient if you think my attendance absolutely necessary earlier most
inconvenient.”

2 C. Vijayaraghavachariar (1852-1943); leading lawyer and active Congress-
man; presided over the Nagpur Congress session, 1920

3 Presumably to attend the Congress session at Ahmedabad

4 Editor of the Servant, Calcutta; succeeded C.R. Das as President of the
Bengal Provincial Congress Committee

This telegram was sent in reply to Chakravarty’s telegram of December 16,
1921, which read: “Kindly wire opinion if places of imprisoned All-India
Congress Committee members may be treated vacancies and filled up.”



22. THINGS THAT SINK

December 17, 1921

To imprison those who, whether high or low, break the com-
mandments, to treat them as common felons, to deprive them of
their prison privileges, one can understand. I would not call that
foul play. If you incur the wrath of one who is over you or who
has you under his power for the time being, to be punished by
him for your disobedience is what you expect. But if he humili-
ates you, if he makes your children do things you and they do not
like and which you are not required in law to do, if he treats
you like dirt, it becomes unbearable. One learns that in Cocanada
a Magistrate had the swaraj and the Khilafat flags pulled down,
that he issued orders prohibiting the use of such flags for one week,
that the children of a school were compelled to salute the Union
Jack, that a distinguished Professor in Calcutta, going out in his
academic costume and on the strength thereof going up to an
officer to stop a wanton hunt of inoffensive men, was brutally as-
saulted for his innocent inquiry as to the cause of the hunt, that a
party of brave cultured young men were kicked about by those who
were their warders for the time being. These are things that sink.
These humiliations show that there is little change in the manners
of our ““masters”. The O’Dwyerian spirit has not died out. Of
what use is it that Lord Ronaldshay sends for the injured Professor,
soothes him and assures him that the thing will not happen again ?
What will not happen again ? The Professor will not be assaulted?
Of course he will not be during the present crisis. The Professor
himself will not again presume upon his academic costume and
challenge an officer very soon. But has the officer any respect
for the Professor ? The Professor did not seek relief for himself.
He interceded for injured humanity. Will Indian humanity be
protected and respected in future because of His Lordship’s assu-
rance? It is the habitual training given to the soldier that
matters. He is converted into a vicious animal to be let loose on
harmless people on given occasions. The Dases and the Azads
have gone to jail to prevent a repetition of such unmanly and
brutal exhibitions. They have welcomed imprisonment in order
that even the worst criminal may be protected against wanton
injury, that even he may not have his self-respect wounded. They
have not gone to jail for any mechanical transference of power.
The organic change they want, that Lala Lajpat Rai has been
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pining for for years, that has become the breath of life for the
ease-loving Motilal Nehru and has made of him practically a
fakir, is not to be brought about by Lord Ronaldshay, however
well-intentioned he may be in his apologies, nor by Lord Reading’s
smooth phrases and his personal care that officers and men might
not overstep the limits of law. The organic change will be and
can only be brought about by the suffering that has come to the
people and for which, thank God, they find themselves prepared.
A cautious friend in order to restrain my optimism tells me, that
the suffering has only just begun, that for the end in view we
must pay a much higher price still. He really expects that we
shall have to invite a repetition of Jallianwalas and that instead of
approaching the triangles of the crawling lane fame tremblingly
and reluctantly, we shall have now to walk to them cheerfully and
with a steady step and suffer lashes for refusing to crawl.! I assure
the friend that my optimism has room for all these things and
much worse that he can imagine. But I promise, too, that if
India remains calm and unperturbed and does not retaliate
even mentally—a very difficult process I admit and yet not
so difficult in India’s present exalted mood—our very preparedness
and consequent absence of reaction will exhaust the brute spirit
for want of nutrition, and Lord Reading, instead of talking big things
to us, will himself adopt the human language of penitence and
see ample occasion in the Indian atmosphere for a new diplomacy.
Whereas if we forget ourselves and our pledge, we must be ready
for a thousand Jallianwalas and India being turned into a vast
shambles. The President elect has prepared us for such a con-
summation. He is sure that we have shed the fear of the prison.
He is almost certain probably from the experience of his brave
son and his company that we will be prepared to undergo the
ordeal of assaults. But he bids us give up the fear of death itself.
If that time is in store for us, I hope that there will be non-
violent non-co-operators enough in India, of whom it will be
written :

“They suffered bullets without anger and with prayer on their

lips even for the ignorant murderer.”

Well, if the reports are to be credited, two Assamese volunt-
eers have been whipped, the volunteers of Lahore have meekly
borne the wanton assaults committed on them. This fight is not a
joke. We have disciplined ourselves for the past twelve months

I For the incidents mentioned, vide Vol. XVII, pp. 114-292.
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and more, and we must now go through it to the end. There is
no turning back.

Young India, 22-12-1921

23. WHAT WILL GUJARAT DO?

Five hundred fighters in Bengal have been arrested within
the last ten days. Between two and three hundred persons must
have been arrested in U.P., and about a hundred have been arrested
in the Punjab. If the number of arrests is not larger in these two
provinces, it is not the fault of the non-co-operators there. From
the letters which I have received, I find that in all these three
provinces the Governments get as many fighters as would please
them to arrest. If the number of arrests so far appears small,
it is due to the Government’s own laxity. Hundreds are ready in
every province to make the pilgrimage to jails.

At this hour, Gujarat is calm and quiet, waiting in patience.
This composure, patience and silence appeal to me much, because
I am sure that hundreds of Gujaratis are just waiting to court
arrest. Gujarat had hoped to be the first to fill prisons; but that
honour has gone to Bengal. If, however, we Gujaratis are in fact
ready for imprisonment, we need not envy Bengal. I trust that
when our hour arrives we shall quickly catch up with Bengal.

That hour is drawing near.

If Bardoli or Anand does not get ready, we cannot launch
mass civil disobedience; but there is no restriction whatsoever on
individual civil disobedience. Mass civil disobedience may bring
the desired result early, while individual civil disobedience may
mean some delay. It is my earnest hope that Bardoli at least
will get ready and we shall be prepared both for mass and, if
necessary, for individual civil disobedience.

Let Bardoli, Anand and Nadiad prepare themselves for mass
civil disobedience; in other parts, individuals should keep them-
selves ready for the call. In every village, those who are willing
to court imprisonment should get their names enrolled in the local
village committee register. If there is no village committee or if
no one is ready to take up the work of enrolling names, volunt-
eers should register their names with the taluka committee.
Village committees should send the names to the taluka committee.
These names should be ultimately registered with the Gujarat
Provincial Committee.
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Those who do not believe that freedom can be won only
by peaceful means, who, being Hindus, are not ready to give up
the practice of untouchability, who are not good at spinning, who
have not completely forsworn foreign cloth, who do not exclusively
wear hand-spun and hand-woven khadi, and who do not reco-
gnize the need for unity of the Hindus, the Muslims, the Sikhs,
the Parsis, the Christians and the Jews, should not even think of
courting arrest and should decidedly abandon the idea of getting
their names enrolled as volunteers.

Those who have not purified themselves or have not given
up liquor, will be rendering a service to the country by keeping
away from this holy war, for by doing so they will show that they
understand their limitations.

Those who get enrolled as volunteers will have to provide their
own maintenance. They should not expect the Congress com-
mittee concerned to provide it. A person who desires to serve
the country but cannot find a single friend to finance his needs
at such a juncture cannot, in my view, be fit for national service.
A volunteer’s expenses cannot be heavy and surely they cannot
be a burden on anyone.

What I have said about men applies to women too. Although
it is not necessary to bring them out to court arrest, such of them
as have tasted the nectar of patriotism should, however, keep
themselves ready.

A friend from Kathiawar inquires what people in Indian
States can do. Subjects of these States should not be enrolled within
the States themselves. Such of them, however, as wish to court
imprisonment may register their names with the Provincial Com-
mittee and even those who are not ready to register their names
may cultivate the qualities I have mentioned as necessary for
volunteers.

Our calm and patience will justify themselves and be ap-
preciated as evidence of true courage only if we thus prepare
ourselves and keep ready in our thousands to fill the jails. If,
when the time comes, we are unable to display such strength
and make the required sacrifices, we shall be looked down upon
as spineless cowards. I have, however, no misgivings about Guja-
rat’s courage.

All that I desire is that wisdom should accompany courage.
The wisdom we require is about the need for swadeshi and for
eradicating untouchability. Every person should enlighten his or
her family and every married man should educate his wife about
these matters. Our women have not yet developed sufficient
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love for khadi. Their fascination for multicoloured foreign cloth
with insufferable designs has not yet disappeared. They have
not yet rid themselves of the sin of untouchability. No effort has
been made to explain these things to them with patience and love.
It is easy for everyone to attempt this in his own family. One
may understand that success will not follow in all cases, but our
efforts must begin at home, and just as we share our fresh
acquisitions with our family members first, likewise they should
be the first whom we should invite to join us when we
undertake a new kind of sacrifice or try to bring about some
reform.

Gujarat may remain busy this month with preparations for
the Congress which is to meet in the last week of December but,
in January, it will have no choice but to get ready for the test.
Hence I wish to alert Gujaratis right now. The Gujarat Provincial
Congress Committee’s primary task in the new year according
to the Christian calendar will be to prepare Gujarat for self-
sacrifice.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 18-12-1921

24. CIVILITY

Civility, good manners and humility—these virtues are at such
discount these days that they seem to have no place at all in the
building of our character. If a person observes mere physical
celibacy, he acts like a Bajirao!, frowns upon and runs down every-
one else and we tolerate his rudeness as we do kicks from a milch-
cow. Similarly, if a person is truthful in speech, we give him a
licence to be sharp-tongued and a khadi-wearer can come down
in fury upon those who do not wear khadi. In like manner, a
person who offers civil disobedience sometimes acts as if he had
a licence to be insolent to others. These corporals of the army
of incivility are not a true brahmachari or a truth-lover or a khadi-
lover or a civil resister, as the case may be. All the four of them
are as far away from their vows as the north is from the south.
It may be safely asserted that a person deficient in good manners
lacks discrimination and that, lacking discrimination, he lacks every-

1 One of the Peshwas of the Maratha Empire
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thing else. Vishvamitra’s! fapascharya® was considered incomplete
till he had learnt civility.

Civility and humility are expressions of the spirit of non-
violence while incivility and insolence indicate the spirit of
violence. A non-co-operator, therefore, ought never to be un-
civil. However, the most persistent charge levelled against non-
co-operators is that they lack manners and are insolent, and the
charge has much substance in it. We are apt to believe that in
becoming non-co-operators we have done something very great,
as if a person who had done no more than pay his debt had
thereby become entitled to get an address.

This lack of manners delays our victory in the struggle we are
carrying on, for, as politeness disarms anger and hatred, incivility
increases hostility. Had non-co-operators remained courteous
towards those who co-operated with the Government, had they,
instead of abusing the latter, shown respect towards them, the exist-
ing bitterness between the two would not be there and the unhappy
events’ which were witnessed in Bombay would not have taken
place. A student who has left his Government school should not
harass or abuse another who may not have left his but should
try, instead, to win him over with love. He should continue to
render him the same service as he used to do before. A lawyer
who has given up practice should not turn up his nose at another
who may not have done so, but should maintain with him the
same cordial relations as before. A person who has resigned from
Government service should not run down another who may not
have left it.

Had we, right from the beginning, approached our task in this
spirit, it is possible that we would have reached our goal by now
and the country would have advanced much further than it has
done. The Moderate party would not then have kept away from
us.

I trust no one will understand politeness to mean flattery. Nor
does it mean hiding our regard for our dharma. To be polite
means to show respect towards others while clinging to our own
dharma. Because I put a vermilion mark on my forehead, I may
not sneer at another who does not do so. If I face the east when
praying, I should not feel contempt for my Muslim brother who

1' A sage in the Ramayana. He had renounced his kingdom to practise
austerities and be the equal of sage Vasistha, but did not succeed till the
egotistic motive had left him.

2 Self-suffering as moral discipline

3 The riots on November 17, 1921
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says his namaz with his face towards the west. Ability to pro-
nounce Sanskrit words correctly does not entitle me to speak con-
temptuously of the sounds in the Arabic language. A lover of
khadi, while wearing a khadi cap himself, can still be tolerant of
a person who wears a sola hat and love him. If a man all clad
in khadi starts swearing at a person wearing garments of foreign
cloth, he will be acting as the most effective propagandist of such
cloth. The incidents in Bombay have not made khadi more
popular. On the contrary, it now stinks in the nostrils of
some.

If we, khadi-lovers, wish to see the whole of India wearing
khadi, we should patiently plead with people who used foreign
cloth. However much we speak against such cloth, we should
display nothing but love for those who use it. The plague is a
dreadful disease but we, too, are likely to catch it if we turn away
from any person who has got it. We may desire the disease to
be rooted out but not the patient to be killed. If we look upon
wearing foreign cloth as a kind of disease, we should attend on a
person who suffers from it. May not a person who wears foreign
cloth look upon us as the victims of a disease? By all means,
let him do so. If, nonetheless, we continue to give our services
to each other, sooner or later we shall discover which of us was
in error. If we do not act in this way, we shall never discover the
difference between what is dharma and what is adharmal.

Just as it is necessary for us to be courteous to those who
co-operate with the Government, so those of us who are imprisoned
will also have to behave with civility in the prison. It is difficult
to observe jail rules and yet maintain one’s self-respect. Some of
these rules are naturally humiliating. For instance, we have no
choice but to let ourselves be confined in a cell. We must, thus,
respect the rules which apply to all prisoners. At the same time,
we should firmly oppose any measure which is intended merely to
humiliate us. Once we have taught ourselves to behave with
courtesy, we shall instinctively know how to act in a particular
situation.

Where there is egotism, we shall find incivility and arrogance.
Where it is absent, we shall find a sense of self-respect together with
civility. The egotist thinks too much of his body. The man of
self-respect recognizes the aiman?, is ever thinking about it and,
in order to realize it, is always ready to sacrifice his body. He

I The opposite of dharma
2 Self
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who holds his self-respect dear acts towards everyone in a spirit
of friendship, for he values others’ self-respect as much as he values
his own. He sees himself in all and everyone else in himself, puts
himself in line with others. The egotist keeps aloof from others
and, believing himself superior to the rest of the world, he takes
upon himself to judge everyone and in the result enables the world
to have the measure of his smallness.

Hence, the non-violent non-co-operator should regard civility
as a distinct virtue and try to cultivate it. The importance at-
tached to it provides the measure of an individual’s or a nation’s
culture. A non-co-operator should realize very clearly that inci-
vility is another name for brutishness and eschew it completely.

[From Gujarati]

Navajivan, 18-12-1921

25. MY NOTES

ArL Honour 1o THAT WIFE

Khwaja Saheb was at the head of those who manage the
affairs of the National Muslim University. I count him among the
most straightforward Muslims. He is as proud of his country as
he is of his religion. He belongs to a noble family. As a barrister,
he lived in great style. Today, he has embraced a fakir’s life in the
cause of his faith and the country. I have just received a telegram
from his wife, Khurshed Begum, informing me that he has been
arrested by the Government. She says : “You will be pleased to
know that, my husband having been arrested by the Government,
I shall run the university.”” I was very much pleased to receive
this telegram, for, with instances such as the Khwaja Saheb’s holy
sacrifice on the one hand and the patience and courage of his
Begum on the other, who can stop the coming of swaraj? Begum
Khurshed will find no difficulty in carrying on her work, for the
brave and straightforward students of the university will muster
round her and it is possible that they will do for her what they
did not do for Khwaja Saheb. Besides, she will certainly give them
better training in spinning than what Khwaja Saheb could.

Victory will assuredly be ours when many Indian women are
inspired by such courage. At this time of great awakening, I re-
quest women to cultivate good capacity for organized work. They,
too, should start working together. And the simple way of doing
so is for them to get engrossed in their own work, instead of
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criticizing one another. One whose only aim is service has no
time for criticizing others.

PARrst SISTERS

I have received a letter—an extremely painful one—from a
Parsi sister in Bombay. Her complaint is such that I would like
to spend a life-time investigating its root cause, but it is not
possible to undertake an inquiry on the basis of her letter alone.
If that sister happens to read this, I request her to send me her
name and address or to meet me. I shall certainly not print her
name, but I shall make all possible inquiries and assist her as much
as possible if she gives me all the facts. If men and women
who are in distress write anonymous letters and do not give facts
which can be verified, it is easy to see that nothing can be done
to help them.

I should also like to request those Parsi sisters who know me
that they should make all possible inquiries and inform me if they
come across any cases of suffering.

However well ordered a society may be, there is bound to be
an area of it in which, despite all measures, cruelties cannot be pre-
vented. We do not even come to know of the crimes which are
committed today in London, New York, Chicago and Paris, the
cruel things which are secretly done in these cities. No one can
investigate them either. Even the alert police of these places can-
not detect them. I believe we cannot even imagine some of the
crimes which are committed in these cities. It is the duty of
each one of us, men and women, to assist as many persons in dis-
tress as we can, and, through our services, bring relief to the dis-
tressed and thus discharge our social debt. That country in which
a large number of people regard others’ sufferings as their own
and find remedies for them enjoys swaraj.

Tue HasiT oF BramiNng THE PoLIcE

A slave, a coward, is usually afraid and, therefore, puts the
blame always on others. Among the letters which I have received
regarding the painful incidents which took place in Bombay,
there are some in which all the blame has been put on the
police.

If the police are as corrupt as they are said to be in these
letters, for that too we are to blame. Is it we, or some others, who
tolerate such crimes? The police also are our brothers. If we
look upon all policemen as our enemies and if we do not feel
responsible for every wicked person, how are we going to run the
Government? How, under swaraj, shall we exercise control over
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such a corrupt police force or wicked persons? In the swaraj of
our conception, the British who will have stayed on will be people’s
servants and remain as our brothers. We shall not be able then
to burden them with the responsibility of protecting the innocent.
Who then will keep the wicked under control?

Even a moment’s reflection will make it clear to us that we
cannot win swaraj so long as we are unable to influence the police
and those whom we describe as bad characters. The Government
is able to rule by keeping them under check. We shall be able
to run the Government by winning them over through love or by
becoming even more cruel and wicked than they are. The third
alternative is to rule by punishing them. We do not have the
strength to do this even if we wish to do it. This means that either
we should wait for 200 to 400 years till we have acquired such
strength and then think of swaraj, or win them over today through
love.

The very existence of this class is a sign of the prevalence of
adharma and wickedness. We shall not win swaraj by adding to
the sum total of this wickedness. We can enjoy peace in the
country only by conquering adharma through dharma. We tolerate
the British Government for this very reason, that it protects the
weaker section of the people by keeping this class of wicked persons
generally under check. But the reason I oppose it is that, while
offering such protection, the price that it exacts from the public
is so heavy that it has itself become a rule of the wicked. In
other words, as the price of such protection we have to sacrifice
our self-respect. If, in order to deliver ourselves from such tyran-
ny, we seek the help of the bad characters, we shall be in a sorry
plight indeed. The result will be the same if we estrange them
either. We should, without flattering them, win them over with
love and stop being afraid of them. In other words, we should
make them see their dharma. If some among them see it, others
will soon learn from their example. The same principle applies
to the police. Why should we fear the police? Even if they
come wearing white caps, why should they be able to deceive
anyone? If we are good, the whole world is good. Why should
we be such cowards that we may be deceived? Supposing a police-
man, dressed in khadi, cruelly beats up someone. Why should we
get excited in consequence ? We should plead with him. If he
does not listen, we should give up the effort and, if we have the
necessary strength, lay down our lives while trying to stop him
in his evil course. If we do this, we shall have given proof of
our courage. The police will certainly improve when they see this
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courage of ours. The police become brutalized by beating up
cowards. If a policeman attacks a brave person he will certainly
get frightened afterwards. I have received a letter from a friend
in Lahore in which he says that when even strong young men
do not resist the police, the latter lose courage. They cannot harden
themselves to beat such persons. Of course they cannot. I have
had personal experience of many such instances. This fearlessness
cannot be taught, it can only be cultivated through one’s own
effort. My correspondents, therefore, should realize that it is cer-
tainly our task to gain control over the bad characters, but we
would be throwing ourselves from the frying pan into the fire if
we try to do so through flattery. Although they are our brothers,
they are like persons afflicted with a disease and we should treat
them but should not place ourselves under their treatment. The
police will become our friends the day we cease to fear them.
Shedding fear of the police does not mean beating or abusing them,
it means letting ourselves be beaten and abused by them, as the
brave son of Chitta Ranjan Das did. He could have beaten the
police in return. His friends were all strong young men. But
they let themselves be beaten. To suffer being abused is one
way; it is the way of non-co-operation. But to return two words
of abuse for one is co-operation because then we shall be the guilty
party. To let ourselves be overborne by abuse is to be enslaved
by it. To suffer abuse does not mean doing the will of the person
who abuses. It means the contrary. We should not even chant
the name of Vishnu! if anyone tries to force us with abuse to do
so. If the person who abuses us asks us to crawl on our stomach,
we should walk holding ourselves erect. If he asks us to sit down,
we should stand up and face his bullets. If we act in this way, he
will be totally defeated, because his aim of bending us will not be
fulfilled. Ravana carried away Sita on his shoulder but Sita did
not do his bidding. Though he had thus the privilege of carry-
ing her, he failed to be sanctified by physical contact with this
Mother Divine but she, a helpless woman, became the Goddess
Mother of the world. One should, therefore, let oneself be abused
and beaten without fear. In this lies true courage. One who lets
himself be abused through fear of being beaten is neither man nor
beast. India is today learning the lesson of manliness. It will
win swaraj if it masters this lesson aright.

1 The Preserver in the Hindu Trinity
XXII-4
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THREE FEARS

The three articles of Shri Deshbandhu! published before his
imprisonment are indicative of his ecstatic state of mind, and are
worth pondering over. ‘“Remain peaceful in thought, word and
deed.” ““Win over the Moderates, too, with gentleness.”” These
are immortal words and are all the more beautiful for being
penned at the time that they were. There are equally beautiful
sentences describing the three fears. He says : “We have con-
quered the fear of prison”, and then, as if addressing his son :
“We have almost conquered the second fear—that of being beaten.”
The third fear is of facing bullets. When we have conquered that,
swaraj is bound to follow. In fact, the key to swaraj lies in
conquering this fear. If we could shed our fear of beatings or of
death, neither the Government nor the bad characters can lord it
over us, and we can win swaraj only if we have among us people
who have conquered these three types of fear, otherwise we shall
never get it.

BreacH oF ProMISE
A gentleman writes:?

This is but simple justice. The only difference is that I did
not give the promise relying on my own strength. I am no more
than the people’s servant. I am their representative, their clerk.
A clerk cannot make promises on his own. If, therefore, the Ali
Brothers and their colleagues are not free on 31st December, I
will put the blame on my correspondent and on the people. I
will put it on the people of Bombay. I shall have been deceived
by those very people who attended hundreds of meetings to hear
me. I was taken in by the spectacle of the crowds on the 17th
and the blazing bonfire on that occasion and I said : “This even-
ing I shall leave for Bardoli and Anand and put them to the test,
and I believe that we shall win swaraj in the middle of December
through the civil disobedience which will be started there and
because of the peace you have preserved; we shall get the prison
gates opened and welcome the Ali Brothers, Gangadharrao Desh-
pande and others in our midst.”” In saying this, I put my faith
in the people of Bombay and India. The entire nation will have

I C.R. Das

2 The extract is not translated here. The correspondent had said that if
Gandhiji failed to secure the release of the Ali Brothers before December 31,
as he had promised he would, he would invite the same charge of breach of
promise which he levelled against Lloyd George.
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committed breach of promise if the Ali Brothers and others are not
released this month. I, too, may be included among the guilty.
Let people think that I was rather simple-minded to have reposed
such faith. No matter what they say, I will always act on such
faith.

According to me, however, the actual result is as good as the
fulfilment of the promise. Is not the imprisonment of Lalaji, Das,
Motilalji, Abul Kalam Azad, Mohiuddin, Salamatullah, Agha
Safdar, Jawaharlal and others the same thing as securing the release
of the Ali Brothers ? Those hundreds who have accompanied them
have gone to fetch the people who are in jail. It is for us to
reinforce their efforts. If the country remains completely peace-
ful and, at the same time, people continue to court arrest, if they
let their heads be broken and lay down their lives, we shall
certainly be able to secure the release of the prisoners. I assure the
correspondent that the imprisonment of the leaders has warmed
the hearts of the Ali Brothers so much that their chains have fallen
away, so to say. Occasionally, obstacles like the thoughtless be-
haviour of the people of Sialkot obstruct our progress, to our great
loss. The people got excited when Agha Safdar was arrested. Some
broke into the prison and some insulted the Magistrate. It is ut-
terly wrong of us to use force or insult or abuse anyone. If]
nevertheless, people go on committing errors, what is their poor
representative to do? If he feels very unhappy, he may at the
most resign and run away to the Himalayas.

ErRrRORs IN “NAVAJIVAN’

Another gentleman has pointed out some errors in Navajivan.
My inquiry shows that there have been no such errors as he be-
lieves to have been made. In case, however, other readers also are
under such misapprehension, in order to clear it I should like to
say that I do not write all that appears in MNavajivan, that I
cannot go through all of it and also that I do not translate my
articles which appear in Young India. Utmost care is taken
to avoid errors. My co-worker who does the translation is, in
my opinion, the best I could find. But even when everyone makes
an honest effort, errors will occasionally remain. Translating from
one language into another is always more difficult than it appears.
The original meaning can be preserved to some extent only if one
has equal command over both the languages and is acquainted
with the subject-matter. It is for this reason that a translation has
always less value than the original. The reader, therefore, may
rest assured that he will discover no error in MNavajivan which has



52 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

remained there through negligence and that, when any error
important enough to need correction is pointed out, it will be
corrected immediately on attention being drawn to it.

WitH Browine oF CONCHES

The circumstances under which Deshbandhu Das was arrested
are interesting. He was arrested in his own house. When the
police arrived at about four in the afternoon, all were having tea.
Mr. Sasmal, the Secretary, went downstairs to meet the police.
On his introducing himself, he was arrested. Meanwhile, Desh-
bandhu Das had also gone down.

“Do you wish to arrest me?”’

“Yes, if you please.”

“Well, I am ready.”

Having said this, Deshbandhu did not go up to meet his wife
but accompanied the police. When the carriage taking him away
came out, people outside shouted with joy and the women up-
stairs blew conches. In Bengal, it is customary to blow the conch
when welcoming a person or bidding farewell to anyone on an
auspicious occasion. This is regarded as a good omen. When
women give up crying on their husbands, sons or fathers being
arrested and, instead, rejoice on the occasion, knowing that their
imprisonment will serve the country and dharma, we shall see
dharma prevail and adharma destroyed. I, therefore, see in this
blowing of the conch India’s victory.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 18-12-1921



26. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI
Sunday [December 18, 1921

CHI. MAHADEV,

I am sure the reason for the shabby get-up of the Independent
is defective machinery.

It is certainly proposed to have a resolution about volunteers
passed at the Congress. Only the right type of men will be en-
rolled. You must have seen the draft.

Please let me know whether Swaruprani and other ladies are
likely to come? and, if yes, when.

Hand over the accompanying letter to Mrs. Joseph3.

Godbole is already here. Malaviyaji is busy with preparations
for the Conference.

Let me know about your and Durga’s health.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]
Since Mrs. Joseph has gone to Calcutta, I am sending her
letter to the address given by her.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11425

I'Tn his letter of December 15, 1921, to Mahadev Desai, Gandhiji had ex-
pressed the wish that Godbole should go to Ahmedabad. He is mentioned
in this letter as being ‘‘already here”. Evidently, this letter was written on the
Sunday following the letter of December 15.

2To attend the Congress session at Ahmedabad

3 Wife of George Joseph



27. TELEGRAM TO C. VIfAYARAGHAVACHARIAR!

[On or after December 18, 1921]

Ordinary
ACHARYA
SALEM

NO DIFFICULTY SHRADDHAZ,
GANDHI
From a photostat: S.N. 7744

28. TELEGRAM TO MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA3
December 19, 1921

MaLrAviva

SAW JAMNADAS KUNZRU. PLEASE DO NOT WORRY REPRESSION.
CONFERENCE WILL BE ABORTIVE TUNLESS GOVERNMENT TRULY
PENITENT AND ANXIOUS SETTLE THREE THINGS.

GANDHI
From a photostat: S.N. 7730

1 Sent in reply to Vijayaraghavachariar’s telegram of December 17, 1921,
received by Gandhiji on the 18th, which read: ““Local situations best handled
after Congress. Can you arrange accommodation for performing shraddha. Also
remember we can legally elect only acting substitute for Sriyut Das who must
remain permanent President throughout year.”

2 The Hindu ceremony of oblation for the spirit of deceased ancestors

3 Sent in reply to Malaviya’s telegram of December 16, 1921; vide footnote
to “Draft Telegram to Madan Mohan Malaviya”, 16-12-1921.



29. TELEGRAM TO C. R. DAS AND ABUL KALAM AZAD!

December 19, 1921

C. R. Das
A. K. Azap

YOUR  WIRE. COMPOSITION DATE CONFERENCE SHOULD BE
PREVIOUSLY DETERMINED. RELEASE SHOULD INCLUDE PRISONERS
CONVICTED FOR ‘FATWAS’? INCLUDING KARACHI ONES. SUBJECT
TO THESE CONDITIONS IN ADDITION YOURS WE CAN IN MY
OPINION  WAIVE  HARTAL.

GANDHI
From a photostat: S.N. 7730

30. FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO MATHURADAS
TRIKUMJI?

Tuesday, December 20, 1921

. I shall be staying in Khadi Nagar* from the 22nd instant.
You also may stay there. I shall keep you with or near me.
Your leg will soon be better here. The climate here is quite
suitable for such wounds.

[From Gujarati]
Bapuni Prasadi, p. 41

I Sent in reply to Das and Maulana Azad’s telegram of December 19,
1921, which read: “We recommend calling off hartal on following conditions;
1. Government calling a conference soon consider all questions raised by Congress.
2. Withdrawal of recent Government communique and police and magisterial orders.
3. Releasing all prisoners under this new law unconditionally. Reply imme-
diately care of Superintendent, Presidency Jail, Calcutta.”

2 Decrees of Muslim divines

3 1894-1951; social worker and author; co-worker of Gandhiji; Secretary,
Bombay Congress Committee, 1922-23

4 The venue of the thirty-sixth session of the Indian National Congress,
Ahmedabad



31. INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS ON ROUND
TABLE CONFERENCE

[December 20, 19211

Referring to Lord Ronaldshay’s speech at the Bengal Legislative Council
on Monday last, Mr. Gandhi made the following statement to the correspon-
dent of the Associated Press at his Ashram late in the night:

I have read Lord Ronaldshay’s speech in the Bengal Legis-
lative Council. Whilst I appreciate the note of conciliation about
it, I cannot help saying that it is most misleading. I do not want
to criticize those parts of the speech which lend themselves to
criticism. I simply want to say that the present situation is en-
tirely his own and the Viceroy’s doing. In spite of my strong
desire to avoid suspecting the Government of India and the
Local Governments of a wish to precipitate a conflict with the
people, up to now all that I have heard and read leads me to
the conclusion that my suspicion is justified. Whilst I do not wish
to deny the existence of some sort of pressure, even intimidation,
on the part of individuals, I do wish emphatically to deny that in
connection with the phenomenal hartal on the 17th November
in Calcutta, there was any intimidation, organized or initiated by
or on behalf of the local Congress or the Khilafat Committees.
On the contrary, I am certain that the influence exerted by both
these bodies was in the direction of avoiding all intimidation.
Moral pressure there certainly was and will always be in all big
movements, but it must be clear to the simplest understanding that
a complete hartal such as Calcutta witnessed on the 17th November
would be an impossibility by mere intimidation. But assume that
there was intimidation. Was there any reason for disbanding
Volunteer Corps, prohibiting public meetings and enforcing laws
which are under promise of repeal? Why has no attempt been
made to prove a single case of intimidation? It grieves me to
have to say that the Governor of Bengal has brought in the dis-
covery of sword-sticks in one place in Calcutta to discredit large
public organizations. Who intimidated the people into observing
a complete hartal in Allahabad after all the leaders were arrested
and in spite of the reported undue official pressure that was exercised

' A brief report of the interview appeared in The Bombay Chronicle,
21-12-1921, under the date line ‘“Ahmedabad, December 20”.



INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS ON ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE 57

upon shopkeepers and ghariwallas! at that place? Again His Lord-

ship says :
If we are to assume that this development means there is genuine desire
to bring about improvement, there must be a favourable atmosphere. In
other words, it will be generally agreed that truce must be an essential
preliminary to any possible conference. If responsible leaders of non-co-
operation now come forward with the definite assurance that this is the
correct interpretation, I should then say we were in sight of such a
change of circumstances as would justify Government in reconsidering
the position. But words must be backed by deeds. If I were satisfied
only that there was a general desire for the conference and that res-
ponsible non-co-operation leaders were prepared to take action, then I
should be prepared to recommend my Government to take steps in
consonance with the altered situation.

This is highly misleading. If wherever the words ‘‘non-co-opera-
tion leaders” occur, the word “Government” were put in and if
the whole of the statement came from a non-co-operator, it would
represent the correct situation. Non-co-operators have really to do
nothing, for they have precipitated nothing. They are over-cautious.
The disturbance in Bombay? was allowed to override their keen
desire to take up aggressive civil disobedience but in the present
circumstances the phrase “civil disobedience’ is really a misnomer.
What non-co-operators are doing today, I claim, every co-operator
would do tomorrow under similar circumstances. When the
Government of India or the local Governments attempt to make
our political existence or agitation, no matter how peaceful, an
utter impossibility, may we not resist such attempt by every lawful
means at our disposal? I cannot imagine anything more lawful
or more natural than that we should continue our volunteer
organizations purging them of every tendency to become violent
and continue also to hold public meetings taking the consequences
of such a step. Is it not proof of the law-abiding instinct of hund-
reds of young men and old men that they have meekly, without
offering any defence and without complaining, accepted imprison-
ment for having dared to exercise their elementary rights in the
face of Government prosecution? And so it is the Government
which is to prove its genuine desire for a conference and an ulti-
mate settlement. It is the Government which has to arrest the
fatal course along which repression is taking it. It is the Govern-
ment that is to prove to non-co-operators its bona fides before it can

I Drivers of carriages
2 On November 17, 1921
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expect them to take part in any conference. When the Govern-
ment does that, it will find that there is an absolutely peaceful
atmosphere. Non-co-operation, when the Government is not
resisting anything except violence, is a most harmless thing.There
is really nothing for us to suspend. We cannot be expected, until
there is actual settlement or guarantee of settlement, to ask school-
boys to return to Government schools or lawyers to resume practice
or public men to become candidates for the Councils or title-
holders to ask for return of titles. In the nature of things, it is,
therefore, clear that non-co-operators have to do nothing. Speaking
personally, I can certainly say that if there is a genuine desire
for a conference, I would be the last person to advise precipitating
aggressive civil disobedience, which certainly it is my intention to
do immediately I am entirely satisfied that the people have under-
stood the secret of non-violence; and let me say the last ten
days’ events have shown that the people seem clearly to under-
stand its inestimable value. If then the Government recognizes
that non-co-operators mean business and intend to suffer limit-
lessly for the attainment of their goal, let the Government un-
conditionally retrace its steps, cancel the notifications about dis-
bandment of volunteer organizations and prohibition of public
meetings and release all those men in the different provinces who
have been arrested and sentenced for so-called civil disobedience
or for any other purpose given under the definition of non-co-
operation but excluding acts of violence, actual or intended. Let
the Government come down with a heavy hand on every act of
violence or incitement to it, but we must claim the right for all
time of expressing our opinions freely and educating public opinion
by every legitimate and non-violent means. It is, therefore, the
Government who have really to undo the grave wrong they have
perpetrated and they can have the conference they wish in a
favourable atmosphere. Let me also say that so far as I am con-
cerned I want no conference to consider the ways and means of
dealing with non-co-operation. The only conference that can at
all avail at this stage is a conference called to deal with the
causes of the present discontent, namely, the Khilafat and the
Punjab wrongs and swaraj. Any conference again which can
usefully sit at the present stage must be a conference that is really
representative and not a conference to which only those whom the
Government desire are invited.

Young India, 22-12-1921



32. TELEGRAM TO MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA!

[On or after December 20, 1921]

REGRET EXCEEDINGLY INABILITY GIVE UNDERTAKING ASKED.
NON-CO-OPERATION CAN CEASE ONLY AFTER SATISFACTORY
RESULT CONFERENCE. IN NO CASE HAVE I ANY AUTHORITY
DECIDE FOR CONGRESS.

GANDHI
From a photostat: S.N. 7730

33. TELEGRAM TO MAHADEV DESAI?

[On or after December 20, 1921]

ManaDEV DESsAT,
AnxanD BHAVAN,
ALLAHABAD

BRAVO, GET AS MANY VOLUNTEER COPYISTS AS POSSIBLE.
MULTIPLY ON RONEO.3 GIVE BRIEFEST NEWS AND INFORMING
ARTICLE. DAILY VOLUNTEERS TO SELL PAPER.

Baru
From a photostat: S.N. 7748

1 This was in reply to Malaviya’s telegram of December 20, 1921
which read: “Implore you wire immediately to following effect: If points
mentioned in Das’s telegram to you accepted and composition and date
conference agreed upon, you will call off hartal and see that pending conclusion
of proposed conference non-co-operation activities other than those relating
to national education, swadeshi and prohibition of intoxicants without picketing
in any case will be suspended and that a real truce will be observed on
your side. Such assurance essential in best interests of cause we all hold dear.”

2This was in reply to Mahadev Desai’s telegram of December 20, 1921
which read: ““Security forfeited this morning. Notice served says articles ‘““Mrs.
Motilal Nehru’s Message” and “Let Us Also See It Through” contained words
having tendency to interfere administration law order. Next notice wired Young
India. Intend issuing manuscript paper from tomorrow. Wire detailed instruction
though hourly expecting arrest.”

3 To bring out the handwritten Independent; vide “‘Notes”, 22-12-1921, under
the sub-title ““The Independent Suppressed”.



34. TELEGRAM TO SHYAM SUNDER CHAKRAVARTI!

[On or after December 21, 1921]

MY OPINION EITHER CONFERENCE CAN TAKE PLACE WITHOUT
SUSPENSION NON-CO-OPERATION OR IF TRUCE ESSENTIAL TERMS
CONFERENCE ITS COMPOSITION ETC. MUST BE PREVIOUSLY
SETTLED. WE ARE NOT OFFERING AGGRESSIVE CIVIL DIS-
OBEDIENCE IF GOVERNMENT MEAN WELL THEY SHOULD RETRACE

STEPS BY UNCONDITIONALLY WITHDRAWING NOTIFICATION
DISBANDMENT AND PUBLIC MEETINGS AND DOING PARTIAL
REPARATION BY DISCHARGING THOSE UNWARRANTABLY

IMPRISONED. WAS IT NOT  WICKED ENFORCE LAWS  WHICH
WERE UNDER PROMISE OF REPEAL? LET THEM PUT DOWN
VIOLENCE VEILED OPEN OR INTENDED BUT WE MUST RESIST

WITH OUR LIVES THIS WANTON VIOLENT SUPPRESSION FREEDOM
OPINION.

GANDHI
From a photostat: S.N. 7730

35. TELEGRAM TO JAMNADAS DWARKADAS?
[On or after December 21, 1921]

MY WORD TO YOU ABIDES. PREPARED INDIVIDUALLY UNCON-
DITIONALLY ATTEND ANY CONFERENCE. VICEROY PUTTING
YOU WRONG TRACK. TELL ME CONCRETE TERMS TO BE

1 Sent in reply to Chakravarty’s telegram of December 20, 1921, received
by Gandhiji on the 21st which read: ‘“Bengal opinion favours opportunity for
negotiation which proposed conference will afford giving assurance of real
truce. Thought reasonable releases suggested by you may be expected before con-
ference actually meets. Wire advice immediately.”

2 Sent in reply to Jamnadas Dwarkadas’s telegram of December 21, 1921,
which read: ““Can you imagine how heart-breaking it is for me. Cannot express
despair in words. Came full of hope only to find that your subsequent
telegram to Panditji and Das practically cancelled all you told me. Fail to
understand. I venture to believe it is not yet too late. Earnestly beg of you to
respond to the appeal for truce, in larger interest of country. You of all can-
not fail to take higher standpoint. Your consent may yet enable us to bring
about conference which country at large including large number of your follo-
wers desire. Pray wire fully.”
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OBSERVED ONLY. CANNOT WAIVE VOLUNTARY HARTAL TILL
TERMS STATED TELEGRAM! DAS SATISFIED.

GANDHI
From a photostat: S.N. 7753

36. NOTES

December 19, 1921
A DELECTABLE ASSORTMENT

Here are titbits I pick up from letters, wires, and reports
which have deluged me during the week :

“Two Mohammedan workers have just returned with heads broken
by a zemindar supporter of the Government.” Sind.

“Volunteer organizations declared unlawful. Provincial, District,
and other Congress offices, searched throughout Bihar. Papers, account
books, cyclostyles, Congress seals, swaraj flags seized. Provincial Commit-
tee resolved to continue Volunteer Corps enlistment. Public enthusiastic
and cheerful.” Bihar.

“Today (17th December) armed police took possession of the
Shankar Hall, a religious institution of the Assam Mahapurushia sect in a
part of which Barpeta Congress Committee established office. The ac-
tion was without notice to the Shankar Hall authorities. The guarding
constables are smoking inside the hall which is strictly prohibited, thus
wounding religious feeling of the people. The belongings of the Congress
were carelessly thrown out by police who have been using it as their
dwelling house, thus preventing people from performing religious cere-
monies. People are still adhering to non-violence. Work proceeding
rapidly.” Barpeta, Assam.

“Houses of Pandit Rambhuj Dutt Chowdhary, Professor Ruchiram
Sahany, Lala Lajpat Rai, Congress Committee offices, Khilafat offices,
Sirajdin’s house, Sarala Devi’s? press searched. Volunteers in Lahore and
Amritsar severely beaten by the police. Prisoners reported to be caned in
the Central Jail, Lahore.”

I have given this assortment to show that swaraj is within
easy grasp, if we can survive this treatment. Surviving means

1 Of December 19, 1921
2 Sarladevi Chowdharani, wife of Pandit Rambhuj Dutt Chowdhari and

niece of Rabindranath Tagore. She and her husband became followers of
Gandhiji in 1919.



62 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

bravely facing it without losing temper. Let the administrators of
an expiring system have the pleasure of being able to say, “We
tried but failed.”” When the moth describes its violent revolutions
round a lamp, he is surely dying. So is this Government fast
disintegrating under the weight of its own violence. What is it,
if it be not madness, to search private homes and public offices
when they must know that there is nothing hidden, when they
know that non-co-operators have no secrets? But these searches
are no doubt intended to make the people feel as uncomfortable
as they possibly could be made to feel. A correspondent tells me
that already the jails are feeling the pressure. The jail authorities
were unprepared for the number of men who are being daily
sentenced. They have no room and no work for so many.
Naturally, therefore, resort must be had to other methods of terro-
rizing. Consequently, we must expect even assaults with greater
frequency. The reported caning is the worst thing yet come to
light. I still hope it is untrue. I have taken the bit from T#e
Tribune which is one of the most responsible journals that India
has the good fortune to possess. This report reminds one of the
lashings during the martial law regime in Lahore. It was at first
denied but subsequently admitted. The reader will remember
Col. Johnson justifying the use of the lash as a deterrent and as
a swift method of punishment when imprisonment does not answer.!
Well, whether the report be true or not, we must prepare for the
worst. No suffering is too great a price for freedom. It will be
all the dearer when we have paid a heavy price for it.

But worse in some respects is the occupation of a temple in
Barpeta. It is a grave and uncalled for provocation. But I must
plead for non-violence even under such grave provocation. Let
it be remembered that our pledge is unconditional. We must
stand by it at all cost. An intruder cannot defile a temple. Only
votaries can by their unworthiness. In the language of Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad, let us think of the greater temple, namely,
India, which has been defiled for so many years by our sub-
mission to slavery. And if we have stood that defilement all these
long years, let us not be provoked into madness by the illegal en-
croachments upon local temples and their still greater defilement
by the intruders’ abuse of them. Is Lord Reading prepared to
plead extenuation even in this case on the ground that the officials
are engaged in the performance of a very trying duty?

1 Vide Vol. XVII, pp. 114-292.
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Currracong’s ToLn
The same day that I received a graphic description of things
in Chittagong, I received too a wire advising me that Babu
Prasanna Kumar Sen' who had sent the letter was also arrested.
The number of volunteers arrested there had reached a total of
three hundred. The reader will find the following excerpts from
Babu Prasanna Kumar Sen’s letter to be interesting :

So long we have been literally at our wit’s end to find out the best
means of beginning civil disobedience. Following the resolution of the
Working Committee at Delhi, we set out carefully educating our people
to strict non-violence. Our propagandists were to return by the 8th
December, but before the due date the Government of Bengal goaded
by the Anglo-Indian extremists went almost mad over the hartal in
Calcutta on the 17th November, rushed on to take advantage of forgot-
ten laws and forsaken methods and proclaimed volunteer associations il-
legal. Thus it has come to our help.

For the last few days national volunteers in batches of not more
than five have been going out with grim determination and cheerful
anxiety to find themselves in jail. The discipline and self-restraint they
are exhibiting are excellent, and if you do not think me guilty of exag-
geration, I should not hesitate to declare them in this respect equal to
best disciplined soldiers in the battle-fields. Within the last three days
total arrests number sixty-three. Volunteers are pouring in from the mof-
fussil and it is believed in no time authorities will find the Chittagong jail
too small to accommodate the brave lads.

Thus the Government has declared peace to be unlawful and
keepers of it to be criminals. It puts the people through periodical
discipline to observe peace not of their free will but only under
restraint.

Mixep MoOTIVES
A friend tells me that the Government is suppressing the
volunteer organizations because it is not sure that they will
always remain peaceful. The correspondent adds :

They think at present under your mandate they are non-violent, but any
day your orders or the orders of your successors may change and the
volunteers may be asked to be armed in military fashion—a standing
rebel army against the Government army.

The other hypothesis suggested by the same correspondent is
that the Government dread this non-violence more than an armed

I Lawyer and Secretary, District Congress Committee, Chittagong
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revolt. The police-officers are getting tired and unnerved by being
ordered to molest people who do not retaliate. Some of them
confess,

Non-violence is a dreadful foe to meet. Violence we understand
and do not mind. But it makes one feel so small to beat a man who does
not beat you back.

The fact is that both the suggestions are sound. The Government
dread the future and want to guard against the people acquiring
the power to offer armed resistance and they dread the rapid evolu-
tion of peaceful strength. In short, they want us to be neither
men nor women. They would have us belong to the neuter
gender.

UNSEXING PROCESS

Belgaum furnishes a forcible illustration of the unsexing process
being tried at present in India. A friend has prepared for me
the following summary of a report from Belgaum :

The district authorities of Belgaum have devised an original method
of suppressing non-co-operation. Mr. Hayter, the Superintendent of
Police, issued a circular calling upon all Sub-Inspectors to use their power
to stop the spread of non-co-operation. The Sub-Inspectors on their part

113

circularized the village police that ‘‘all non-co-operation speakers should
be forcibly suppressed. They should not be allowed to enter villages
and should be expelled from villages. And speakers should be prevented
from speaking. The Deputy Superintendent of Police hopes that it is
enough if police patels are given to understand this. Superior officers will
render proper assistance in the matter.” But when the ex-lawyers in the
non-co-operation camp raised the question of law in this matter, the D.S.P.
came down with his circular No. 6359 of 1921 saying that section 51(B)
of the District Police Act which empowered the police to prevent the
commission of offence was sufficient for his purpose. The D.S.P. further
says, “Wherever these N.C.O.! gentry open their mouths in public, they
commit offences under section 124A or 153A Indian Penal Code. There-
fore, police-officers should do everything possible, consistent with law,
to render the offence difficult.”

The humour of all this was that armed with these notifications,
the Sub-Inspector of Bailhongal, a taluka in Belgaum, actually pro-
ceeded physically to stop the mouth of one of the Secretaries of
the District Congress Committee, when the latter was about to
deliver a speech at Bailhongal. Let the Secretary speak:

1 Non-co-operation
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. . . When I rose to address the meeting, the Sub-Inspector of police
stood in front of me and told me not to speak. Asked for a written
order he refused to give one but showed me Circular No. 6359 referred
to above . . . . He further told me that if I persisted in speaking, he
would physically stop my mouth by laying his hand upon it. . .
This being a somewhat novel proceeding . . . I obeyed the order and

did not speak. The local Magistrate and Mamlatdar was present through-
out. . . .

Let me complete this lurid picture by adding a summary of
events in Allahabad :

On the 25th November last a Gazette Extraordinary was issued by the
Government extending the application of the Criminal Amendment Act
of 1908 to the U.P. and declaring all Volunteer Corps of Khilafat, Con-
gress and similar institutions having as their object boycott of foreign
cloth, picketing or boycott of the Prince’s visit as unlawful assemblies.

On the same day, according to the announcement previously made,
a meeting of the Provincial Congress Committee was held which resolved
to form a Volunteer Board on the lines laid down by the Working Com-
mittee. A form of pledge was drawn up and 75 members present at the
meeting signed it as volunteers. The first victim of Government wrath
was Pandit Harkaran Nath Mishra of Lucknow who had gone to Lakhmi-
pur to address a meeting. Then followed the arrests at Lucknow of Mau-
lana Khaliquzzaman and others of the Congress and Khilafat Commit-
tees on the morning of 6th December. On the evening of the same day
Pandits Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal Nehru!, Purushottamdas Tandon?2
and others were arrested, who have since been sentenced to various terms
of imprisonment for enlisting as volunteers. Then followed a short pause
which was broken on the 1lth instant by the arrest of 67 volunteers,
mostly while painting a placard on the walls of Anand Bhavan? re-
questing the people not to participate in the Prince’s reception. The cli-
max, however, was reached on the 13th instant when the whole Provincial
Congress Committee was besieged by the police while in session, and the
whole body of members excepting the two secretaries and two others were
arrested. The Committee sat at 1 p.m. and continued the meeting till
9 in the evening. At about half past five, the police under one D.S.P.

1 1889-1964; statesman and writer; India’s first Prime Minister, 1947-64;
Bharat Ratna; author of Glimpses of World History, Autobiography, etc.

2 1882-1962; lawyer and eminent leader of U.P.; founder, Hindi Sahitya
Sammelan; President, Indian National Congress, 1950; Bharat Ratna. He was
at that time Chairman of the Allahabad Municipality.

3 Motilal Nehru’s residence

XXII-5
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named Mr. Fergusson arrived with some six motor vans for carrying
prisoners, entered the premises of the Committee and blocked all pas-
sages. They searched the office till 9. When, the meeting having termi-
nated, the members informed the D.S.P. of their intention to leave, the
D.S.P. went over to the meeting and demanded the proceedings to be
shown to him and finding a resolution therein recommending all district
and tehsil Congress Committees to organize Volunteer Corps, declared
that an offence had been committed under the Criminal Law Amendment
Act. He then asked all present one by one whether they were members
of the committee and had supported the resolution. All the members having
replied in the affirmative, he arrested fifty-five of them including all the
prominent workers of the province.

During the search B. Shitalasahai, editor of the Swaraj was kicked,
boxed and otherwise assaulted by Mr. Fergusson so much so that blood
came out of his skin. But he bore all that patiently. Several others also
were badly treated and pushed and assaulted by the same officer. Every-
body kept his temper. There was no search or arrest warrant produced,
nor did the officers have their bodies searched before beginning the search.
All papers, records and seals of the Provincial Congress Committee have
been seized by the police and put under sealed locks.

It is evident to me that this utter disregard of law and decen-
cy is not an individual act but is part of a deliberate plan to
suppress all healthy public life, to provoke popular violence and
then issue a much enlarged edition of Jallianwala. With the best
intention to put a charitable construction on the series of acts
described above, I have been unable to come to any other con-
clusion.

VICEROY’S SHARE

I am sorry that I suspect Lord Reading of complicity in the
plot to unman India for eternity. A friend has suggested an al-
ternative. He says that whilst Lord Reading must be held res-
ponsible for the threats used by him in his recent utterances, he
might be quite unaware of the lawlessness of the subordinate officials
or that he must have become helpless, the subordinate officials having
simply disregarded his wishes to be strictly within the law. I must
reject both the interpretations. Lord Reading, if he is trying legi-
timately to suppress popular lawlessness, must study and regulate
the development of his campaign which he will not even allow to
be called repression. If his subordinates being interested parties
have gone out of hand, he must forthwith resign, at least publicly
disown and condemn such illegalities and assaults and not attempt
to excuse them on the flimsy plea of “‘trying times”. I have myself
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suggested a possible explanation. His Excellency sympathizes with
our aspirations, and knowing his own countrymen, realizes that we
have got to be severely tried before they think of coming to terms;
he is, therefore, trying and directing repression to see how far we are
capable of bearing it and, therefore, sincere in our desire for free-
dom, and then having made out a case for us his clients, desires
to compel a settlement. I am afraid, however, that I have to state
the case only to be rejected. Human nature does not work quite
that way. Lord Reading is not so entirely selfless, and if he is, he
cannot possibly remain in charge of a Government which under
its present constitution can give no relief to the people. It is, there-
fore, with the greatest reluctance that I am forced to conclude that
Lord Reading is trying to emasculate India by forcibly making
free speech and popular organization impossible. I am prepared
to believe that in all this he thinks that he is doing good to us and
that we are not yet fit to be called men and women. He will soon
have his eyes opened. We must not quarrel with his belief. Nor
need we feel anxious about it. Let us acquit ourselves like men
and women and we shall find that everything and everybody be-
come favourable to us.

Rounp TABLE CONFERENCE

The pages of Young India are rarely occupied with an exa-
mination of what rulers think. It is an idle speculation. But as the
papers are discussing, advising and debating upon such a confe-
rence, I have considered it appropriate to devote some space to an
examination of the mentality of the chief actor in the drama now
being played in India. In my opinion, such a conference is bound
to prove abortive till Lord Reading is disabused of the idea that
non-co-operation is confined to a few misguided zealots. If he
wants co-operation and contentment, he must placate non-co-opera-
tors. He must see that non-co-operation is not the disease, it is the
chief symptom of a disease. The disease consists in a triple injury to
the people of India. And no palliative will soothe the patient so
long as the centre of the disease is not tackled. Outside the re-
dress of the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs and the grant of swa-
raj in accordance with a scheme framed by the chosen represen-
tatives of the people, repression is the easiest and the shortest way to
a settlement. No Viceroy can, I freely confess, possibly allow things
to drift. I admit that he must suppress civil disobedience as he
would an armed rebellion unless he is prepared to remedy the evil
towards which the disobedience is directed. Abstract truth has
no value unless it incarnates in human beings who represent it
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by proving their readiness to die for it. Our wrongs live because
we only pretend to be their living representatives. The only way
we can prove our claim is by readiness to suffer in the discharge
of our trust. We are on a fair way to proving ourselves worthy
of it. But I hardly think we can yet claim to have given conclusive
proof. Who knows if we shall not be found wanting when impri-
sonment means utter discomfort and even lashes? Who knows
how many of us are ready to mount the gallows ?

In my opinion, therefore, a conference at which the Govern-
ment is represented will be useful only when the latter has tried
the non-co-operators to its satisfaction and measured their strength
in quantity and quality.

But since non-co-operation is a method of cultivating public
opinion, I would certainly welcome a conference of co-operators
and non-co-operators. I am sure that they want the Khilafat
and the Punjab wrongs redressed, I am aware that they want
freedom for the country as much as non-co-operators. It has
given me much pleasure to see almost every moderate journal con-
demning the present repressive policy of the Government. I had
expected nothing less. And I know that if non-co-operators keep
self-restraint, do not become violent, do not abuse their oppo-
nents, every liberal will become a non-co-operator. Indeed even
Englishmen will veer round to the non-co-operators and the Gov-
ernment will, as it then must, capitulate. That is the expected and
intended working of the method of non-co-operation. It redu-
ces friction to a minimum. And if today it seems to have produc-
ed a contrary effect, it is because non-co-operators have only
now begun to see that it is not enough to have been fairly non-
violent in deed. It is equally necessary to be non-violent in word
and thought. It is unlawful for a non-co-operator even to wish ill
to his enemies. What our opponents dread most is undisciplined
violence breaking out under cover of non-violence. They do not
believe in our sincerity, i.e., of the vast majority of us. They see
in it nothing but chaos and perdition. This repression, therefore,
has come as a blessing in disguise. It is showing them and us
that we have acquired influence over the populace to keep it under
check even under provoking circumstances. Our restraint has not
yet been tried long enough to be considered permanent. We are
still in a state of uncertainty. The people in Sialkot did stray
away from the line, be it even so slightly. We have had so many
such little jerks that we do not possess the sense of security re-
quired to inspire an outsider’s faith in the movement. I would,
therefore, welcome every opportunity of meeting the co-operators
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on neutral ground or for showing the bona fides of non-co-operators.
The Government has shown itself in true colours by declaring
its intention to suppress non-co-operation as such. It was on safe
ground so long as it sought to put down violence or incitement to
or approval of it. I have, therefore, no doubt that the co-operators
will rise to a man against the Government madness—this vain
attempt to stifle expression of opinion and agitation for redress of
grievances. But I warn our friends against entertaining the idea
of a conference with the Government till they find that it is truly
penitent and means to appreciate the popular side. Let there be
no conference on the boycott of welcome or the right of holding
public meetings or forming associations of volunteers or others so
long as they have no violent purpose. Boycott of the welcome will
and must continue so long as the people’s wishes are flouted, and
public meetings and associations are elementary rights on which
there can be no parleying. We must fight for them.

Let it be understood that non-co-operators are not offering
civil disobedience that they had intended to. Their insistence on
calling and attending public meetings and forming peaceful volun-
teer associations ought not to be dignified by the name of civil
disobedience. Non-co-operators are merely on the defensive. They
have not taken, as they certainly intend to take, the offensive as
soon as they are fairly certain of non-violent atmosphere. The
Government has obliged them by anticipating them and providing
them with a test of their own capacity.

December 20
THE RicHT oF PicKETING

The Government must have thought that Bombay having
stopped picketing of liquor shops, all other places would necessarily
follow suit. But Poona has shown that it is a right that cannot be
abandoned without good cause. As soon as orders were issued to
prohibit picketing, Mr. Kelkar! says:

We decided to break the orders and this morning notice has been sent
to the District Magistrate that we shall even today proceed to break
the order at a place and time specified. Myself, my son and Messrs
Bhopatkar, Gokhale, Paranjpye and about 16 others will form the first
batch. Succession will, I am sure, be provided for by those who are left
behind. Let us see how far Poona gives an account of itself in this matter.

IN. C. Kelkar (1872-1947); political leader from Maharashtra; author and
journalist
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The party went, they were arrested, their names taken, and they
were let off. Fresh parties have since been regularly going with
the same result. Of course Maharashtra will never lag behind
in suffering. It possesses the hardiest body of workers in India.
It is remarkable how in every province the front rank leaders
have run the boldest risks. But whilst Mr. Kelkar and his party
had not the good fortune to be imprisoned, the Ajmer people
fared better. On prohibition notices being issued, the workers
regarding picketing as a ‘‘religious right’ took up the challenge.
Pandit Chand Karan Sarda says:

Swaraj Senal volunteers were posted on all liquor shops. The Government
also posted its police force and mounted sawars on each shop with
orders to arrest the pickets. As soon as one batch was arrested, the
reserve volunteers took their place. The police arrested only 17 volunteers
who were summarily tried and sentenced to 4 months and 3 weeks’
rigorous imprisonment.

They offered no defence. No more arrests seem to have been
made at Ajmer. Where picketing can be practised without vio-
lence and ill will against the liquor dealer or the drinker, it is a
moral duty. That it has advanced the cause of temperance as
nothing else has, no one can deny. Only the other day at Karamsad?
the Christian and Hindu Dheds gratefully informed me that
as a result of picketing they had banished drink from their midst.
Bombay has forfeited the right for the time being at any rate be-
cause of its wanton and malicious destruction of Parsi liquor
shops and its disgraceful behaviour towards Parsis and Chris-
tians on the fateful 17th November and the two following days.
I hope, however, that wherever picketing is practised, it will be en-
trusted to men or women of unimpeachable character and car-
ried on in the friendliest spirit. We do not want to make people
virtuous by force.

LiBEL oN MAHARASHTRA PARTY
Apropos of Mr. Kelkar’s letter, I must not omit to mention
that the criticism passed against the leaders who went to Akola
was most undeserved. Here is what Mr. Kelkar says in the letter
from which I have quoted:

Before concluding I wish earnestly to repudiate the most unkind
charge levelled against me and the Akola Conference. Personally I was
a mere witness and nothing more than a Regulator of Debate. None of

1 Swaraj Army
2 Gandhiji was at Karamsad on December 17.
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the propositions passed or rejected had my full concurrence so far as their
wording went. I was negotiating for a compromise amendment, but
whatever one may say about the Conference at Akola, I want you to
believe that the Conference having been decided upon in July or August
last was held as mere matter of course, and it is cruel to say we joined
the Conference because we thought it a good opportunity for airing our
views as the ranks of leaders were being depleted owing to repression, or
what is worse still, for saving our skin.

I heartily endorse every word of what Mr. Kelkar says. It
should be remembered that the letter was written when he was
just expecting to be imprisoned.

SerLLiNe KHADI

The lead given by Shrimatis Vasantidevi Das! and Urmila-
devi® in selling khadi from house to house and hawking it in
streets has been quickly taken up in the other parts of the coun-
try. Shrimati Sarala Devi writes:

I have to go immediately to the city to arrange to send 40 ladies
in 20 groups under two volunteers each to sell khadi in 20 lanes.

In Madras too they are organizing similarly. I cannot conceive
any better occupation for ladies especially, besides hand-spinning,
than popularizing khadi by hawking it themselves. It is fine train-
ing in throwing off false pride or false modesty. And it is a most
harmless challenge to the police to arrest them if they dare. But
if the practice is to become common, it must be regulated by grown-
up ladies of position and without any bluster. Needless to say, there
should be no undue pressure put upon the public to buy. We must
not sicken them. Our business is merely to take this most useful
national ware to their doors and give them the choice of buying
or rejecting it.
A WorTtny WIFE

Gladly inform husband arrested this morning. He asked me to wire

you that he went filled with joy. Hope I shall continue his work to my

utmost capacity. Aligarh is peaceful yet fully energetic. Khurshed

Khwaja.

I tender my congratulations to Khurshed Begum on her
having sent such a noble message just as her husband was going
to jail. Khwaja Saheb® is a barrister brought up in the lap of

' Wife of C. R. Das
2 Vasantidevi’s sister
3 Khwaja Abdul Majid, then Vice-Chancellor of the Aligarh University
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luxury. I have known him as a dandy conscious of his handsome
features which he tried to set off with the finest fitting European
clothes he could buy in the market, and I know him now as
practically a fakir. He is one of the bravest and the truest of Mus-
sulmans. He is as good a lover of India as he is of Islam. When
Maulana Mahomed Ali could not possibly reside permanently
at the National Muslim University, he fell back upon Khwaja
Saheb who left a growing practice in Patna to serve the Univer-
sity. I know that Khwaja Saheb implicitly believes in non-vio-
lence but he also believes in deathless courage and knows the
art of dying. Before the Rowlatt Act was born and when with some
Mussulman friends I was thinking of embarking upon satyagraha
for the purpose of compelling the release of the Ali Brothers!, I
asked Khwaja Saheb how many Mussulmans would join and be
prepared to die without killing. He said at once,

Shwaib? is certainly one. He is our Bayard sans peur et sans reproche. And
probably, I am half of Shwaib. I am sorry I cannot give you many
more names.

This talk took place in 1917 or 1916 but I have not forgotten the
earnestness and the truthfulness and the humility that were written
in those noble features as he was speaking the few sentences. Times
have changed. Khwaja, I have no doubt, is a whole man and
many more Mussulmans have proved their bravery as was ex-
pected by Khwaja Saheb. No wonder his proud wife does not
hesitate to say: “Hope I shall continue his work to my utmost
capacity.” Let not the reader laugh incredulously. I know the
Aligarh boys. They will twine themselves round Khurshed Begum
as perhaps they did not in the case of Khwaja. When a pure woman
adds bravery and motherliness to her purity, she becomes at once
a magnet in a way no man can. Dr. Mahomed Alam will look
after the brains of the boys, but she will capture their hearts and
turn them into gold. And what is more, as the students have to
become masters of the art of spinning, Khurshed Begum, I doubt
not, will out-distance both her husband and Dr. Mahomed Alam
in teaching that art. Begam Mahomed Ali has collected monies
where her husband might have failed. I have already given my
opinion that she is a better speaker than the Maulana. Let me
take the reader into the secret that it was Shrimati Vasantidevi
and Urmiladevi who set Bengal on fire. I have before me a letter

1 Mahomed Ali and Shaukat Ali
2 Shuaib Qureshi, editor of New Era
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showing that the visit of the three ladies and their arrest struck
the imagination of Bengal as the big sacrifice of Deshbandhu
Das had not. It could not be otherwise. For woman is sacrifice
personified. When she does a thing in the right spirit, she moves
mountains. We have misused our women. We have possibly
neglected them. But the spinning-wheel, thank God, is transform-
ing them. And when all the leaders and others who are in the good
books of the Government have been honoured with imprison-
ment, I have not the faintest doubt that the women of India will
finish the work left by men and they will do it far more graceful-
ly than men.

BaBu BHAGWANDAS!

When Professor Kripalani and his pupils were arrested, I
said to friends, “How nice if Babu Bhagwandas is arrested. After
all the Professor does not belong to Banaras. But Babu Bhagwan-
das won’t be.” I did not then know that Babu Bhagwandas was
the author of the very cautious leaflet which Professor Kripalani was
hawking. The next day his son sent the joyful message? that
Babuji was arrested and quite happy over the arrest. Babu Bhag-
wandas is a non-co-operator who has been always non-violent in
thought, word and deed. He is a Sanskrit scholar. He is a deeply
religious man. He is a zemindar. If Mrs. Besant’ was the crea-
tor of the Central Hindu College, Babu Bhagwandas was its
maker. His arrest, therefore, constitutes a sacrifice entirely pleasing
to God. And the holy city could not possibly offer any better sacri-
fice. Babu Bhagwandas, as the readers of newspapers are aware,
was trying to get the Congress to formulate a scheme for swaraj.
He has been labouring hard for it. He has sent me a long list of
suggestive questions which I have not been able to handle owing
to the recent developments. His one anxiety was to avoid vio-
lence. If his arrest does not betray an anxiety on the part of the
Government to invite violence, I do not know what can. Fortu-
nately, God often overrules man’s plans and every event indicates
more and more certainly that He is overruling the plans of this
Government. The people are calm in spite of it.

1 Scholar and public worker; took leading part in establishing Kashi Vidya-
pith, a national university at Varanasi

2 Vide footnote to ‘“Telegram to Sri Prakasa”, on or after 15-12-1921.

3 Annie Besant (1847-1933); President of the Theosophical Society;
President, Indian National Congress, 1917
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REMARKABLE ProOF

A remarkable proof of the fact is furnished by the following!

from Amritsar by Lala Girdhari Lal?:

the

Yesterday, 14th instant, 21 Punjab national volunteers passed in
procession starting from Chawk Farid through Hall Bazar preaching use
of khadi. Mr. Beaty, D.S.P., and M. Fakir Hussain, Sub-Inspector, asked
volunteers to disperse. Volunteers offered themselves for arrest but refused
to disperse. At this Mr. Beaty and M. Fakir Hussain began to beat
volunteers mercilessly with cane and hunter. . . . Faces and bodies of
volunteers bear marks of severe blows. Sub-Inspector used filthy abuse
against Khilafat volunteers and public bore this cowardly attack silent-
ly and calmly. Volunteers only said that if police consisted of brave men,
they must either arrest or shoot them (volunteers). . . . These courageous
and bleeding volunteers again started swadeshi propaganda a little
further up. . . . In spite of this grave provocation all is calm and quiet.

He thus amplifies the details in a letter> from which I take
following :

The sight was most provoking. What I admire most is that the
volunteers undauntedly began their procession again with smiling faces
although their bodies were smarting with the pain of the blows and cuts
of the hunter. Many feel the pain today and are not likely to be free
from it for some days.

I rang up D.C. on the phone and asked him under whose orders
and under what law were the volunteers beaten so shamefully. He pleaded
ignorance of this severe beating. D. C. said that he had given orders that
volunteers’ processions were to be dispersed as Government had declared
National Volunteers Corps also as unlawful. He further said that his orders
were to use minimum force. When I informed him that not minimum
but maximum force was used, he said he would enquire. I wanted to
know why he did not enforce the law and arrest the volunteers. He
replied that his orders were otherwise. They do not wish to arrest ordi-
nary volunteers.

In Lahore on 13th a like treatment was meted out to the volunteers.

. they were beaten on their backs with the butt-end of the police batons.
Later on the volunteers were set free in batches one or two miles away
from the city at two in the night. Their coats were removed. In this severe
winter of the Punjab nothing could be more inhuman. . . . Ilearn that the
the Punjab Government has sent circulars to all District Officers to dis-

1& 3 Only excerpts reproduced here
2 President, District Congress Committee, Amritsar
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perse volunteer processions by force but not to arrest them. It is done
solely to humiliate as also with a view to provoke violence. . . . So far
people have observed peace.

God will soon reward the patience of the Punjabis who are
bearing their sufferings in the bravest manner. What is happen-
ing in the Punjab we may expect throughout India, if the supply
continues and there is no room in the Government prisons for so
many prisoners. In a war of give and take, too, we would have
to sacrifice many lives. When we have only to give, I have no
doubt that the toll will not be, cannot be, so heavy as when we
take and give. This is a commercial view to take of a sacred act.
But it is a true view and I see no harm in our realizing that by
refraining from retaliation we make ourselves responsible for the
least possible human suffering.

A SPOTLESS SACRIFICE

Police has just arrested me under 124A. Thanks to Almighty for
this privilege for humble service to motherland. I go without rancour
or any other feelings but that of duty done truthfully and firmly for India’s
liberation. I feel that I shall be serving the country not less usefully and
joyfully inside the prison walls than I have endeavoured to do outside
them.

Thus wires Jairamdas!. His letter received the same day inform-
ed me of the arrests of Mr. Vesumal Tejumal, Maulvi Fatteh Maho-
med and Maulvi Syed Abbas all three prominent workers. These
cases have brought up the total arrests to 95 for Sindh. I consider
Jairamdas’s a spotless sacrifice. I know that he had never har-
boured ill will even in thought, a claim that cannot be ad-
vanced for many. He has been ever punctiliously truthful and self-
effacing. The Government must know that Jairamdas would
never encourage or contemplate violence. He has been ever mind-
ful to yield voluntary obedience to the laws of the state. He knows,
therefore, the meaning of civil disobedience. But the only use the
state can make of Jairamdas is to imprison him. It is such im-
prisonments that hasten the advent of swaraj in the religious sense
of the term.

1 Jairamdas Daulatram (b. 1892); Congress leader from Sind; joined
Non-co-operation movement in 1920; Minister of Food and Agriculture, Gov-
ernment of India; Governor of Assam. He was then Secretary, Sind Provin-
cial Congress Committee.
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Doings N DeELHI
The sacrifice that Delhi is offering is also in the interest of
peace. I am publishing the following! from Dr. Ansari® to show
what extraordinary precautions Delhi is taking to keep up a peace-
ful atmosphere:

On the 14th no volunteers were sent. On the morning of the 15th,
43 submitted themselves for arrest. . . .

On the 16th 2 batches of volunteers comprising 40 and 46 respective-
ly marched to Daryaganj Police Station and Sabzimandi but were not ar-
rested in spite of their repeated requests. . . .

On the 16th there was an unusual display of force on the part of
the authorities. . . . There were also mounted police, a number of ser-
geants, the D.C., the S.P. and the D.S.P., one Magistrate and several
Indian Police-officers stationed at the Kotwali. All the banks were guarded
by the police and a number of police pickets were placed at different
places. A crowd had gathered in front of the Kotwali as crowds
always do when they see such display of force, but our men in mufti kept
them on the move and perfectly peaceful. But . . . some sergeants became
aggressive in dispersing the crowd and used their whips in beating the
harmless people. The Indian police showed marked restraint. . . but
the sergeants’ assaults on the people caused a number of serious injuries to
them.

In spite of this violence the people showed a calm courage and did
not retaliate. .

. . we ascertained that the cause of all this display of force was the
false rumour. . . that Hakim Ajmal Khan Saheb?® was going with
a force of one thousand volunteers on the 16th.

We have changed our plans for the future, when we propose to
employ the volunteers in their normal duties regarding the distribution of
charkhas, the collection of yarn from the different quarters, the produc-
tion and sale of khadi.

The fact that they have refused to arrest the volunteers is a clear
proof of our moral victory, but we do not propose to rest on our oars.
There is a vigorous movement set on foot in the city to enrol every
adult male in the N.V.C.# We hope soon that every shopkeeper and his

assistants, every tonga-driver, every coolie and cartman, in fact every

1 Only excerpts reproduced here

2Dr. M. A. Ansari (1880-1927); physician and politician; President, Indian
National Congress, 1927

3 1865-1927; physician and politician; President, Indian National Con-
gress, 1921

4 National Volunteer Corps



NOTES 77

single inhabitant of Delhi will appear dressed in the swadeshi uniform
of the N.V.C. even when following his daily vocation .

The letter exhibits a religious spirit about the manner of
conducting the campaign in the teeth of the hooliganism of the
authorities. The infection of Lahore and Amritsar is evidently
spreading. The unprovoked assaults by custodians of order report-
ed from Amritsar, Lahore and now Delhi, in the north, and their
equally wanton behaviour in Calcutta, in the east, are putting a
strain upon peaceful nature beyond endurance. Can anything
but a fine religious spirit account for the calmness that is being
sustained among the people of India?

REMARKABLE PLEDGE

To show the thorough nature of the work of ensuring peace
that is being done in Delhi, I extract the following remarkable

pledge from Mr. Asaf Ali’s! letter which he wrote when he offer-
ed himself and fifty-two others for arrest:

With full consciousness of the omnipresence and omniscience of God,
I declare that it shall be my solemn duty, (1) to attain swaraj by peaceful
means, (2) to preserve and foster unity between the members and followers
of the various communities and religions of India, (3) to regard no class
or community as contemptible or untouchable, (4) to sacrifice life and
property for the honour and interests of my country, (5) to wear clothes
made of cloth hand-spun and hand-woven in the country, (6) to obey
without demur the orders of the officers, (7) so long as I am not discharged
from the Corps, to observe myself and persuade others to observe non-
violence (for as long as the Congress continues to follow this policy) and (8)
finally, I will cheerfully bear privations and troubles which may confront
me during my connection with the National Volunteers Corps and neither
I nor any of my dependents and relations expect any compensation.

TaE TorLr rroM DraviDa LaND

Madras and Andhra are slowly but surely creeping up and I
should not be surprised if the Dravidians come up to the level of
Bengal which has now 1,500 imprisonments to its credit. Erode
alone has done bravely in the matter of temperance. Mr. Rama-
swamy Naiker? has, therefore, been rewarded with one month’s

11888-1953; barrister and nationalist Muslim politician; took a leading
part in the Khilafat Movement; India’s Ambassador to the United States of
America

2 E. V. Ramaswami Naiker, a Congressman who later left the Congress
and founded the Dravida Kazhagam
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simple imprisonment. During the past fortnight, thirty-seven con-
victions have taken place already in this little place. And now
Mrs. Naiker and Mr. Naiker’s sister are to take up picketing. The
Criminal Law Amendment Act has just been put in force there.
Lord Willingdon! has stated his policy. Like Sir Harcourt But-
ler? he too wants to maintain the respect for law and order. We
may any day, therefore, expect a perfect hurricane of arrests where
at present only a breeze seems to be blowing. They are con-
ducting Mr. Rajagopalachari’s and Mr. Subramania Shastri’s
case under summons. The trial is practically finished. Raja-
gopalachari has asked for the highest penalty. I hope that the
Magistrate will oblige him and transfer from friends to jailers the
care of his ailing body which is causing anxiety to his fellow-wor-
kers. Like Pandit Motilalji he has been wearing away his body
ever since the commencement of non-co-operation. Dr. Ansari
is now the sole surviving Secretary of the Congress and I have no
doubt that he will not be long getting his reward for meritorious
service. The Government is preparing the country for the final
declaration that the Congress and the Khilafat Committee are
unlawful organizations, in which case everyone connected with
them must render himself liable to arrest. Nor will such a decla-
ration be a strange procedure. The Congress, if it is allowed to
continue its peaceful career, must supplant the present Govern-
ment, a contingency the latter cannot contemplate with equani-
mity. The Congress, if it is worth existence, cannot depart by a
hair’s breadth from its course and if it survives the present test,
it will do so not by the sufferance of the Government but by the
weight of its own unrivalled influence upon the masses. Viewed
in that light, the survival of the Congress after the Government’s
challenge is swaraj.

ATTENDANCE A CRIME

A telegram from the Lahore Publicity Board says that the
Deputy Commissioner of Hazara District has warned the dele-
gates elected to the Congress that “if they attend the Congress,
they are liable to be expelled from the District under Section 36
Frontier Crime Regulations.” I hope that the Congress dele-
gates in Hazara will take up the challenge and now regard it a
point of honour to attend the Congress in their full strength. The
Hazara Commissioner’s action is in keeping with the raiding of

1 Governor of Madras, 1919-24; Viceroy of India, 1931-36
2 Governor of U.P.
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the Congress and Khilafat offices in Bengal, the United Provinces
and Assam. The unity of method betrays unity of design and,
therefore, pre-arranged plan to kill the movement by killing the
Congress and the Khilafat Committees.

RESPONSE FROM BIHAR
Thus runs a wire! from Patna:
Another telegram reads:

Eighteen batches volunteers paraded town 10 to 4 Monday chiefly
law-courts. Appealing litigants send cases panchayats. One prominent
vakil being requested follow example, other wakils abused, slapped two
volunteers Habib and Abdul Majid who remained perfectly non-violent
continued work more firmly. People realizing the truth of non-violence.
Use of khadi getting general. Preparing for further civil disobedience.

Bihar, the land of Janaka? and Sita, the land of perhaps the
most afflicted and docile people in all India, is a land of sorrows.
Bihar is a province which has kept most non-violent. It has shown
splendid results in most items of non-co-operation. Whereas eight-
teen months ago, the charkha and the use of khadi were unknown
to Bihar, its villages today contain thousands of them, and thou-
sands of men and women now habitually wear khadi. It contains
both among its Hindus and Mussulmans, probably, the most self-
less workers throughout India who work silently and without
bragging. No one has uttered a whisper about the sincerity of its
leaders. And yet even Bihar has come in for this ruthless inter-
ference with peaceful activity.

But it is all for the good of the country. The Bihari will feel
all the stronger for the imprisonments, the kicks and the slaps if
they are borne ungrudgingly, valiantly and without ill will. Let
the people be tried as to their faith in non-violence, in khadi, in
temperance, in avoidance of litigation, in self-restraint and self-
purification. That would be also our fitness for swaraj.

THE “INDEPENDENT’> SUPPRESSED

It will be remembered that immediately after Mr. George
Joseph’s arrest when a new declaration was made by Mr. Maha-
dev Desai as publisher and printer, a security of Rs. 2,000 was
demanded. Under Panditji’s advice, the security demanded was
lodged and the paper reappeared after a day’s suspension. The

I Not reproduced here; it reported arrests of a dozen leading men besides
150 volunteers.
2 Father of Sita in the epic Ramayana
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security was deposited on the 7th instant. It was forfeited on the
20th. There was no change of tone or policy, for, there was nothing
to change. The Independent was edited by a barrister who wrote
always under restraint and with dignity. On Mr. Joseph’s in-
carceration it was taken up by Mr. Mahadev Desai with whose
style the readers of Young India are not unfamiliar. The security
was forfeited because of its articles, “Let Us Also See It Through”
and “Mrs. Nehru’s Message”. The first contains a list of volun-
teers and the second is a balanced review of the position. But the
local Government contend that the articles ‘“‘contain words which
have a tendency to interfere with the administration of the law
and with the maintenance of law and order.”” The law we know,
the notification of disbandment; the order too we know, the prohi-
bition of the holding of public meetings. And the Independent has
certainly, in common with the whole of the nationalist Press, en-
couraged interference with such law and such order.

But the Government will soon find out its mistake. The In-
dependent may die but the spirit that it has evoked among the people
cannot die. The Independent may not be printed but it can be
written. If the editor is a trustee for his employers, he has also
his own individuality to keep. Mahadev Desai, the editor, lives,
although the printer in him may sleep for a while. And I am
hoping that he will now write his paper instead of printing it.
The readers will benefit by the enforced condensation of news and
editorial notes. For multiplying copies I suggest the use of roneo,
cyclostyle or chromograph. And if the law or its arbitrary inter-
pretation permits the Government to confiscate even a cyclostyle
or a roneo, Mr. Desai’s pen can still serve the country until he
himselfis confiscated and lodged in the Central Jail of Allahabad.
Nationalist Press proprietors beware. They may not abandon
their mission till the bottom penny has been spent up in the
cause.

A “HoperuL SieN”

There is no doubt that all this repression has stirred the law-
yers and the students throughout India. Many lawyers in Calcutta
would have nothing to do with the reception to the Viceroy. Many
Howrah lawyers have suspended practice. The Bar Association of
the Punjab has lodged an energetic protest against the trial of
Lala Lajpat Rai and others in jail and against the prohibition of
attendance at the trial save to a few members of Lalaji’s family.
Many more pleaders in Bihar and Assam have announced sus-
pension of practice. From Delhi, Dr. Ansari writes :
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The most hopeful sign of all is the fact that our work has produced
good effect on the lawyers and well-to-do people. They have formed
an association for the assistance of the relatives of those who have gone
to jail. Many of them have subscribed liberally from their income. So
far they have arranged for a monthly sum of over Rs. 2,000 for this
purpose. They have done this without any request or desire on our
part, purely from a humanitarian point of view.

STUDENTS’ PROTEST

As with the lawyers so with the students. Many Bengal
colleges are practically empty. Some students have struck for a
period, others indefinitely. The Dayal Singh College students
resolved to use khadi dress only from the 16th instant and to
boycott the welcome to the Prince. They have also voted congra-
tulations to the leaders who are undergoing imprisonment. It is
a step in the right direction that the students of the Dayal Singh
College have taken. Even if the student class have not been
touched by the moving appeal of Shrimati Vasantidevi to leave
their colleges, they are expected to take note of and give their due
share in the mighty movement that is daily gathering force. Let

them ponder over items like this taken at random from the Cal-
cutta Press :

Two boys, Ramji Prasad of 9 and Haribans Missir of 10 years of Cha-
taria National School were caned mercilessly in the presence of the District
Magistrate under his order by his orderly for reciting the faiwa regarding
Government service but the brave lads asked the Magistrate to do what
he could to the point of bending their backs to break the bones and said
that even then they would not give up reciting the fatwa.

LAaNGUAGE oF THE HEART

This fire of suffering has brought forth some fine thoughts
clothed in beautiful language. I must confess that I have seen
nothing like it before in all the ponderous speeches and addresses
which have tickled our ears or delighted our intellect. Whether
one looks at Lalaji’s manifesto, Pandit Motilalji’s message, or
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad’s, one cannot fail to be struck with their
beauty. But no one has been more touching, more fervent, more
prolific than the President elect. He has poured forth short, crisp
messages that have come straight from the heart. I wish some
enterprising publisher will collect all these messages and publish
them in book form. But I cannot resist the temptation of culling
two passages from his message to the students given after hearing
of two years’ rigorous imprisonment awarded to Professor Jitendralal

XXII-6



82 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

Banerjee. The first is a striking quotation from Jiten Babu’s own
vigorous statement before the court. Here it is:

If it is a sin to have demanded liberty for my countrymen with full
and passionate intensity of soul, then I have sinned grievously, sinned
beyond pardon or penitence and I rejoice that I have so sinned. If it
is an offence to have asked my people to shake off the fetters of foreign
servitude that degrades and dwarfs our humanity, then I am one of the
most offending souls alive, and I rejoice that God gave me the courage
and hardihood to commit such an offence. And as the All-merciful gave
me courage and strength in the past to speak out the truth that is within
me, so I hope that He will give me endurance in the future to go through
the agony of man’s unrighteous persecution.

And here are the closing paragraphs of Deshbandhu’s appeal:

What is Jitendralal Banerjee? I ask the students of Calcutta to
realize the truth of his life. Words cannot convey it. The work that
he did, the life which he lived, the qualities of his head and heart, all
culminating in the grand sacrifice which he had the courage to make—
these are more eloquent than any words that I can employ.

I ask again, what is Jitendralal Banerjee ? I wish with all the craving
of my heart the students of Calcutta knew how to answer this question.
He had given his life for the well-being of his dear devoted students.
Are there none now to tell us the meaning of his sacrifice not by speaking
angry words, nor by shedding idle tears but by taking up the cause he
loved so well and by strengthening that cause by their own sacrifice?

Merely existing is not living. I wish I could say students of Cal-
cutta were living as men should live, as Jitendralal Banerjee lived. Now
that his body is imprisoned, is there no one amongst the students of
Calcutta who has the heart to hear the call of his soul?

Let no one underrate the importance of these appeals as mere
emotion. Let no one belittle or scoff henceforth at Bengal’s emotion.
Bengal has moved out to the call of the country in a manner not
expected even by me with all my staunch faith in Bengal. All
the response that is being made is not confined to Calcutta merely,
nor to Chittagong but to every place in Bengal where repression
has gone. It is not froth. One does not undergo suffering by
empty appeals or empty emotionalism. Bengal has proved the
solidity of her emotion.

AN INSISTENT MESSAGE

Max Muller has somewhere written that truth must be re-
peated till it has gone home even as we are all enjoined to repeat
not vainly but deliberately the name of God till we realize Him.
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The Sikh Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee which seems to possess
a most efficient publicity bureau, has sent the second message of
Sardar Khadak Singh from his imprisonment. It is almost a verbal
repetition of the first. The Sardar Saheb tells the Khalsa that
every Sikh should wear khadi, take simple food. Non-violence is
the key to success. He further expects that all members of the
Akali jathas! in particular and the Sikh public in general shall at
once give up the use of tea. What the Sardar Saheb says is but
too true. High thinking is not possible without simple living. If
we are to identify ourselves with the masses, we have to live as
simply as is consistent with health. There can be no other cloth
for us but khadi. A simple life conduces to non-violence. I have
not been able to understand the Sardar’s insistence on the absti-
nence from tea. Whether tea has grown on the Sikhs more than
any other drink, I do not know. I should have expected an exhor-
tation to give up intoxicants of all kinds. But perhaps some Sikh
friends will explain the stress laid on the disuse of tea.

CHARKHA IN THE Mabpras CouNciL

The spinning-wheel was the subject of a debate in the Madras
Council when one of the members introduced a resolution recom-
mending that the Government should introduce improved patterns
of spinning-wheels and stimulate hand-spinning and hand-weaving.
The resolution was thrown out after a full discussion, 23 members
voting in its favour. The arguments that were advanced against
the resolution were that ‘“khadi was nothing better than gunny
and that no man of common sense would prefer it to cheap
mill-made cloth,” that “in this age of machinery, it would be
criminal to go back to hand-spinning,” that ‘“hand-spun yarn was
weak,”” and lastly, that ‘““the spinning-wheel had been found to be
economically unsound and that therefore public money ought not
to be spent on it”. All these arguments were sufficiently met by
the advocates of the wheel in the Council. But the point of interest
was that the doctrine of economic unsoundness of the wheel, enun-
ciated by the Minister in charge of the Department in question,
was opposed by the economics expert of the Madras Government,
Dr. Slater, who appealed to the Minister ““to keep an open mind”
in the matter. Dr. Slater appreciates the fact that the agriculturists
of India who are growing poorer need some such supplementary
occupation as spinning. But his expert opinion was disregarded
by the prejudiced majority of the Council who would not even study

1 Bands of Akali Sikhs
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facts, who do not know that the Madras Presidency to the present
day manufactures very fine hand-spun khadi. They have not taken
the trouble to learn that even a scientist like Dr. Ray!, who passed
all his life in making minute researches and promoting big com-
panies, has become a convert to the charkha. Is it any wonder
that ladies and gentlemen of station who know the message of the

spinning-wheel find it necessary to hawk khadi in order to popu-
larize its use?

Young India, 22-12-1921

37. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

[December 22, 192177

CHI. MAHADEV,

I shall certainly try to write to you regularly. Khwaja has been
arrested. His wife writes to say that she will continue his work.3

I am sending you the draft of the resolution as I think it
ought to run. Please go through it carefully and offer your sug-
gestions if you have any. It is useless to send a telegram be-
cause telegrams are not delivered. Some of them, no doubt, they
do deliver.

I want you to send Devdas to jail immediately. You will
understand the significance of this.

I found the English of Swaruprani’s message excellent.

Take care of your health. I go over what Kristodas* sends.
It will not matter if you print off what I have revised without
looking into it further.

Today’s Young India also can fill half of your Independent. We
have not been getting Independent for the last two days.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati original : S.N. 11426

I Dr. (Sir) P. C. Ray (1861-1944); scientist and patriot

2 The letter from Khwaja’s wife mentioned by Gandhiji was quoted by
him in Young India of December 22, 1921, the issue referred to in the last
paragraph as ‘“‘today’s Young India”.

3 Vide ‘Notes”, 22-12-1921, under the sub-title “A Worthy Wife”.

4 Krishnadas, Gandhiji’s secretary



38. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

Friday [On or before December 23, 1921]
BHAISHRI MAHADEV,

I read your letter. There is no end to your joy as there is none
to your ‘“‘grief”’. One can look at the matter as one wishes. May
you remain firm in your resolve.

You may stay on there or . . . as long as you feel that your
presence is necessary. You have many obligations to your family
to be discharged and have got to repay them.

It is not clear to me whether or not you should take the res-
ponsibility of seeing your sisters married. If I were in your place
I would make the position clear with my father. And if it was left
to me to arrange their marriage, I would depend upon Him Who
gave away the customary presents on behalf of Narasinh Mehta?
to his daughter’s in-laws at the time of her first pregnancy, and would
send my sister to her father-in-law’s with only a garland of yarn
round her neck. This is my advice. You should discuss things
with Durga® . . . and if she is in mourning, . . . to . . . father
and seek his advice. After doing all this, you should follow the
dictates of your conscience. If you give away everything, it will not
matter; and if you do not give anything, I shall defend you before
the whole world. What I said yesterday was the outpouring of my
soul. I alone have to be carried away in its current. Others have
not to. If; on their seeing the current that is carrying me, a simi-
lar current begins to flow in them, they may let themselves be
carried away by it. The thing simply cannot be done on the ad-
vice of others. The reply Mathuradas gave was correct. He who
wants to give away everything will do so of his own accord.

Yes, you are right in consulting me. I would give you the
advice that I have given above. What is necessary is that we should
learn to be more and more self-confident.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati original : S.N. 8763

I Presumably written before the addressee’s incarceration on December 24,
1921, for his father died in 1923 and one of his sisters was married in 1922.
The source is damaged in places.

2 1414-79; saint-poet of Gujarat and devotee of Shri Krishna

3 Wife of Mahadev Desai



39. INTERVIEW TO “THE BOMBAY CHRONICLE”

[ December 23, 1921]!

The Working Committee sat both this morning and evening and exhausti-
vely discussed the main resolution dealing with the Congress programme and
the future work. Among other matters considered was the selection of the
president to act for Mr. Das and, as had already been suggested, Hakim Ajmal
Khan was selected for the office. His name will be submitted to the All-India
Congress Committee for confirmation at its tomorrow’s sitting.

Mahatma Gandhi interviewed by a representative of The Bombay Chronicle
after the meeting was over said that the meeting was noted for absolute harmony
and complete unanimity of opinion among those who took part. Besides the
members of the Committee, there were leading representatives of the provinces
and others specially invited. There is considerable feeling among Karnatak,
Maharashtra and one or two other provinces that foreign propaganda, which
was dropped last year,2 should be resumed and carried out on completely
new lines so as to present the outside world with impartial infor-
mation regarding India’s position. It is understood that a resolution in this
behalf will be brought forward at the Subjects Committee meeting. It appears
that Gandhiji is not in favour of such propaganda, but the outcome of the dis-
cussion will be awaited with interest. With reference to the Viceroy’s speech3
Gandhiji was not apparently disappointed since he himself had previously antici-
pated that result. The speech had merely justified his own view regarding the
futility of such deputation. It was by mere accident, said Gandhiji, that he
had seen the report of Lord Ronaldshay’s speech and had thought that it should
be answered. He had already replied* to it and nothing he had said was not
justified by result. . . .

The Bombay Chronicle, 24-12-1921

1 Vide “Telegram to Jiaram Saxena”, on or after 16-12-1921.

2 Vide Vol. XIX, p. 182.

3 Delivered at Calcutta on December 21, 1921 in reply to the deputation
led by Malaviya

4 Vide “Interview to Associated Press on Round Table Conference”,

20-12-1921.



40. TELEGRAM TO JAMNADAS DWARKADAS AND
H. N. KUNZRU!

[On or after December 23, 1921]
AM  STILL  PREPARED  ATTEND ANY  CONFERENCE  UN-

CONDITIONALLY. DO YOU NOT SEE WHEN OFFEN-
SIVE NOTIFICATIONS WITHDRAWN AND PRISONERS DIS-
CHARGED THERE IS NO ACTIVITY LEFT TO BE
STOPPED? CAN YOU POINT ONE? BUT I AM,
AS INDIVIDUAL, WILLING ATTEND IN SPITE NON-WITH-
DRAWAL NOTIFICATIONS AND NON-CO-OPERATORS CONTI-
NUED DEFENSIVE. WISH YOU COULD REALIZE DE-

PUTATION PUT ON WRONG SCENT.
From a photostat : S.N. 7730

1 Sent in reply to a telegram sent by the addressees from Calcutta on
December 22, 1921, which was received by Gandhiji on December 23. The
following are some excerpts from the telegram : “Read with profound regret
your telegram to Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya which shattered all hope of
amicable settlement . . . Your assurance you would make no conditions pre-
cedent to joining conference . . . made us confident you would not reject pro-
posal that pending conference there should be suspension activity on either side
.. . . Viceroy’s speech although one may not agree wholly with it, very con-
ciliatory in tone and temper. He asked only for a temporary truce . . .
Conference can still take place if neither side would insist on the other acknow-
ledging itself to be in the wrong as a necessary preliminary . .. Earnestly request
you reconsider matter . . . We understand Bengal is in favour adoption such a
course. Please revise decision and bring peace to country. Terms reference
composition, etc., we believe can be settled easily if indispensable preliminary
condition accepted . . . You think Government particularly unjustified in using
Criminal Law Amendment Act and Seditious Meetings Act which they had
promised to repeal . . . As matter fact Government refused repeal Criminal Law
Amendment Act Part Two in view existing situation and postponed decision
to repeal Seditious Meetings Act in order see whether by next session Assembly
better atmosphere would prevail country. . .”



41. INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS
ON VICEROY’S SPEECH

AHMEDABAD,
December 24, 1921

Interviewed by an Associated Press correspondent, Mr. Gandhi made the
following statement regarding His Excellency Lord Reading’s speech! at Calcutta
in reply to the deputation led by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya :

I must confess that I have read the Viceregal utterance with
deep pain. I was totally unprepared for what I must respectfully
call his mischievous misrepresentation of the attitude of the Con-
gress and the Khilafat organization in connection with the visit
of his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. Every resolution pass-
ed by either organization and every speaker has laid the greatest
stress upon the fact that there was no question of showing the
slightest ill will against the Prince or exposing him to any affront.
The boycott was purely a question of principle and directed
against what we have held to be the unscrupulous methods of the
bureaucracy. I have always held, as I hold even now, that the
Prince has been brought to India in order to strengthen the hold
of the civil service corporation which has brought India into a
state of abject pauperism and political serfdom. If I am proved
to be wrong in my supposition that the visit has that sinister mean-
ing I shall gladly apologize.

It is equally unfortunate for the Viceroy to say that the boy-
cott of the welcome means an affront to the British people. His
Excellency does not realize what a grievous wrong he is doing to his
own people by confusing them with the British administrators in
India. Does he wish India to infer that the British administra-
tors here represent the British people and that the agitation
directed against their methods is an agitation against the British
people ? And if such is the Viceregal contention and if to conduct

I Delivered on December 21, 1921, in which Lord Reading had, according
to India in 1921-22, ““fully explained the reasons which led Government to en-
force special Acts; emphasized his determination to protect law-abiding subjects,
and, further, in view of the approaching visit of His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales, conveyed grave warning as to the effect likely to be produced
on the public and Parliament of the United Kingdom by affronts offered to the
Heir to the Throne. His Excellency insisted also as a condition precedent even
to the discussion of any project of a conference, on the imperative necessity for
the discontinuance of the unlawful activities of the non-co-operation party.”



INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS ON VICEROY’S SPEECH 89

a vigorous and effective agitation against the methods of the bureau-
cracy and to describe them in their true colours is an affront to the
British people, then, I am afraid, I must plead guilty. But, then,
I must also say in all humility that the Viceroy has entirely mis-
read and misunderstood the great national awakening that is
taking place in India. I repeat for the thousandth time that it is not
hostile to any nation or any body of men, but it is deliberately
aimed at the system under which the Government of India is being
today conducted and I promise that no threats and no enforcement
of threats by the Viceroy or any body of men will strangle that agi-
tation or send to rest that awakening.

I have said in my reply! to Lord Ronaldshay’s speech that we
have not taken the offensive. We are not the aggressors. We have
not got to stop any single activity. It is the Government that is
to stop its aggravatingly offensive activity aimed, not at vio-
lence, but at lawful, disciplined, stern, but absolutely non-violent,
agitation. It is for the Government of India and for it alone to bring
about a peaceful atmosphere if it so desires. It has hurled a bomb-
shell in the midst of material rendered inflammable by its
own action and wonders that the material is still not inflam-
mable enough to explode.

The immediate issue is not now the redress of the three
wrongs?%  The immediate issue is the right of holding public
meetings and the right of forming associations for peaceful purpo-
ses, and in vindicating this right, we are fighting the battle not mere-
ly on behalf of non-co-operators, but we are fighting the battle
for all India down from the peasant up to the prince and for all
schools of politics. It is the one condition of any organic growth
and I see in the Viceregal announcement an insistence on sub-
mission to a contrary doctrine, which an erstwhile exponent of
the law of liberty has seen fit to lay down upon finding himself in
an atmosphere where there is little regard for law and order on
the part of those very men who are supposed to be the custo-
dians of law and order. I have only to point to the unprovoked
assaults being committed not in isolated cases, not in one place, but
in Bengal, in the Punjab, in Delhi and in the United Provinces.
I have no doubt that as repression goes on in its mad career the
reign of terrorism will overtake the whole of this unhappy land.
But, whether the campaign is conducted on civilized or unciviliz-

1 Vide “Interview to Associated Press on Round Table Conference”,
20-12-1921.

2 Of the Khilafat, of the Punjab and of the denial of swaraj; vide ‘“Notes”,
22-12-1921, under the sub-title “Round Table Conference”.
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ed lines, so far as I can see, there is only one way open to non-
co-operators—indeed, I contend, even to the people of India.
On this question of the right of holding public meetings and form-
ing associations there can be no yielding. We have burnt our boats
and we must march onward till that primary right of human beings
is vindicated.

Let me make my own position clear. I am most anxious for a
settlement. I want a round table conference. I want our position
to be clearly known by everybody who wants to understand it. I
impose no conditions, but when conditions are imposed upon me
prior to the holding of a conference, I must be allowed to examine
those conditions and, if I find that they are suicidal, I must be
excused if I do not accept them. The amount of tension that is
created can be regulated solely by the Government of India, for the
offensive has been taken by that Government.

The Leader, 26-12-1921

42. TELEGRAM TO DEVDAS GANDHI
[On or after December 24, 1921]

SIMPLY DELIGHTED ABOUT MAHADEV. HOPE DURGA
IS STRONG AND  WELL. SHE MAY  RETURN IF SHE
WISHES. HOPE YOU ARE CONTINUING THE PAPER
TILL ARREST AND OTHERS READY TAKE YOUR
PLACE.

Baru

The Bombay Chronicle, 3-1-1922

43. MY NOTES

Goop INTENTION PUNISHED

I have discovered through long experience that editing a jour-
nal is no light task. An editor should, in the first place, accept
responsibility for his own lapses. Next, he is held responsible for
anything which even his assistant may write, as also for the errors
of reporters or other contributors. If a compositor makes a slip,

1 This telegram was evidently sent soon after the conviction of Mahadev
Desai on December 24, 1921, under the Criminal Law Amendment Act for
publishing the manuscript edition of Independent.
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then again the responsibility is the editor’s; even if it is a proof-
reader who has slipped, the editor has to face the music. If the
machine fails and the copy misses the post or the types do not
come out clearly, the editor will have to answer for the lapse.
He cannot just write and leave everything else to others. I can
cite incidents of all these types. The latest one, however, is such
as will make the reader smile. It has led to a serious misunder-
standing on the part of a friend. In MNavajivan’s issue of December
11, there was a note! about Parsis which contained the following
sentence: ‘At any rate I assure my Parsi brothers and sisters that
hundreds of Hindus and Muslims are ready to lay down their
lives for them and for other communities except the Christians.”
As originally written, the words were v:.2 nani®. What I meant was:
“that hundreds of Hindus and Muslims are ready to lay down
their lives for them and for other small communities like the
Christians’.  The point after »i. having been left out, the result
was another case of “[Kaka] Ajmer gaya’* becoming ‘[ Kaka] aaj
mari gaya.’’> A Christian friend read the sentence wrong and has
protested to me. My other writings on this subject and the cons-
truction of the sentence leave no room for misunderstanding its
purport. One should not be surprised, however, if a person not
familiar with MNavgjivan happened to read only this passage and
were to misconstrue it as above. One of my aims in writing this
paragraph is to apologize to this Christian friend and others who
may have misread the sentence. Another is to request all readers
to take a lesson from the error in this case, that, even when an un-
favourable construction may seem justified, a favourable construc-
tion should be accepted if the statement will bear it. My third
aim is to plead for some sympathy for the editor. Realizing that
the editor cannot possibly look after everything, readers should
excuse unavoidable errors in the paper published under his name.
I do not, however, say all this to secure a licence for mistakes. The
editor is bound to discharge properly the responsibility which has
come upon him, or leave the job. No one is forced to accept the
editorship. If the printers, the compositors and the proof-readers
are not all of them efficient, the editor alone is to be held res-
ponsible. Why did he, in such circumstances, accept the edi-

1 Vide Vol. XXI, p. 566.

2 Abbreviation for ‘“‘and others”

3 Small. Vinani, read as one word, means ‘‘except’”.
4 Uncle went to Ajmer

5 Uncle died today
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torship ? This, however, is only an ideal. If anyone decides not to
start at all unless he can realize the ideal right now, he will never
realize it. The reader, therefore, may certainly regard himself as
a whip with which to punish the editor. Only, he should exer-
cise discrimination in using the whip. One person may use it like
Dyer and another may, like the large-hearted king, keep one for
show and only on rare occasions let a restive horse know, when its
misbehaviour is marked, that it is not entirely for show.

Visit To NEHRUJI IN JAIL

A letter received from an Ashram inmate who recently visi-
ted Pandit Motilal Nehru in Lucknow Jail is so good, most of it,
that I reproduce it below:!

REesiDENTS OF RAJkOT

How can I help being pained when anyone criticizes Rajkot?
A sister told me a few days ago that, if I went there now, I would
see nothing but khadi everywhere and that I would see very few
people wearing foreign cloth. The lady lives in Rajkot at present
and generally wears khadi outside her home. From her own prac-
tice, she seems to have assumed that everyone in Rajkot wears
khadi. But a young man, who observes the vow of complete swa-
deshi, is a resident of Rajkot and has not travelled much, has this
to say about the city:?

This is no mild stricture. I found it confirmed, by chance, in
what was said by another friend from Kathiawar who is a shrewd
observer. If we discount the element of exaggeration which the
criticism may possibly contain, the rest of it is likely to be based on
facts. Kathiawar contributed handsomely to the Tilak Swaraj
Fund. Amreli has an excellent arrangement for khadi work.
Kathiawar produces a good quantity of khadi. I know all this. It
is painful to know, however, that Kathiawaris living in big cities
have not been able to give up their love of foreign cloth. Kathia-
war should have been less infected by so-called progress. Its
rocky soil should produce hardy, straightforward, brave, simple-
minded and generous people. If, instead, we find love of pleasure
increasing in its cities, what will come out of the high hopes which
have been raised on its behalf? If Kathiawar does not make its
full contribution to the swaraj-yajna, 1, for one, feel that it should
sever its connection with the rest of the country. I have been

I The letter is not translated here.

2 The extract is not translated here. The correspondent had said that
Rajkot had made no progress in the field of swadeshi.
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hoping that, when the time for courting imprisonment comes,
Kathiawaris will provide their quota of volunteers. If, however,
we have not by then cultivated sufficient simplicity to wear khadi,
how shall we be able to endure the austerity of jail life? When
Deshbandhu Das wears khadi and plies the spinning-wheel, when
Maulana Shaukat Ali, for whom it was difficult to adopt khadi,
has started wearing it and works on the spinning-wheel in jail,
should the residents of Kathiawar’s cities keep away from khadi?
I can now understand the reason for the complaint once made to
me, to the effect that Kathiawar produces a good quantity of khadi
but that the demand for it is not much. Will a time also come
when the robust women of Kathiawar will indeed make rotlas! of
bajra®> and, in the early morning, churn liquid curds to obtain rich
butter from them, but will give the rotlas to dogs and, their sto-
mach too weak to digest butter, have some tea and biscuits, eat
fulkas’ made from mill-flour obtained from Bombay because the
Kathiawar wheat is too heavy for their digestion and too red in
colour to please them? If someone, following Green, were to write
a history of the rise and decline of our people, omitting the wars of
kings, he would certainly be able to prove that as India took more
and more to fine cloth, soft to the touch, the people also became
increasingly weaker in constitution and lost their spirit. Will a
Rabari* woman of Kathiawar, six-foot tall, wear a bhatigar’ sari of
Japanese muslin if somebody gave her one? And will she go out
grazing her cattle dressed in such a sari? We have taken a wrong
path altogether. Giving up cultivation of inward beauty, we fell
under the spell of outward adornment and lost the country, for-
sook our traditional ways, sacrificed our health and, as for the
atman, sent it to sleep.

Will the young men of Kathiawar give up talking and start
working? Will the women of Kathiawar follow the example
of Shrimati Vasantidevi and go round selling khadi? Will the
people of Kathiawar hear our Dhed® and Bhangi” brothers cry-
ing for justice ? People who consider themselves polluted by their
touch will never go to jail, they are not fit to do so.

[From Gujarati]

Navajivan, 25-12-1921

1 Thick, round cakes of unleavened bread
2 A variety of millet

3 Thin, light cakes of unleavened bread
4 A community in Gujarat tending cows
5 Multicoloured

6 & 7 Communities traditionally regarded as untouchable



44. SPEECH AT SUBJECTS COMMITTEE MEETING,
AHMEDABAD

December 25, 1921

The All-India Congress Committee met this morning and was engaged
the whole day in a prolonged discussion of the main resolution moved by Mr.
Gandhi regarding organization of volunteers, extension of civil disobedience,
investing Gandhi or his successors with the full authority of the All-India
Congress Committee to act in its name in case of emergency. . . .

Before the debate, the President Hakim Ajmal Khan was flooded with
amendments from all sides. Hasrat Mohanil, the President elect of the
All-India Moslem League, persistently led the opposition demanding the dele-
tion of those phrases in the resolution which excluded the possibility of resort
to violence, or even the thought of it, so long as the pledge was in force. . .
on the ground that his religion allowed him to take to violence in case non-
violence failed.

The debate revealed difference of opinion on this point among Mahommedan
members themselves. Some expressed the opinion that the adoption of Maulana
Hasarat’s amendments would be a change in the Congress Creed itself. . . .

In moving his resolution in the morning Mr. Gandhi made a long speech
announcing that he had agreed to slight additions or alterations in his original
resolution as the result of a conference last evening with the leaders of the
Maharashtra party who, whilst loyally accepting the programme of non-co-
operation in all its details, had made no secret of their dissatisfaction with some
of its items. He assured all that, while there was little of surrender of the
main principle in those modifications, they could be sure of the hearty, willing
and believing co-operation of the party which was unrivalled in its strength
and sacrifice and which had traditions behind it of great services and filled
India with an indomitable spirit of democracy. The great leader of that
party, who became an All-India leader and who found a lodgment in the hearts
of millions of his countrymen, died developing that spirit of democracy.

Proceeding, Mr. Gandhi pointed out that this party had desired the
introduction into the resolution of a provision offering shelter against mis-
chievous insult to those lawyers, teachers and others who, though quite as
patriotic and honest as any non-co-operator pretended to be, had not found
their way to make sacrifices in the particular form demanded by the Congress.
But while he objected to the insertion of such provision, as it would lead to
dangerous interpretation, he emphatically declared that they must fully respect

1 1875-1951; Nationalist Muslim leader
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all such people who, though considered weak from the non-co-operator’s standpoint,
were patriots every inch of them. He would not criticize lawyers in a
carping spirit because it was the lawyers who had rendered signal services to
the country when everyone else was shivering with fear.

He continued :

I ask everyone of you to go away with the spirit of goodwill
towards Moderates, lawyers, schoolmasters, Government servants
and C.I.D.sl. The Moderates are our countrymen, they are
rallying round us today and when they find that the liberty of the
country is really at stake, they are giving full expression to their
views. It does one’s soul good to read the leading articles in Tke
Leader and the Bengalee and, after all, are we going to wash away
the services of Sir Surendranath Banerjea?? I cannot possibly help
shedding a tear when anything is said disparagingly of him. I urge
upon this Committee to understand the admirable spirit in which
the Maharashtra party has pleaded for toleration for those who
do not see eye to eye with us. I am perfectly sure that when the
time comes for sacrifice, Maharashtra will not be behind Bengal,
or rather it is likely to come at the top.

Mr. Gandhi then expressed the hope that after his explanation, the pro-
vision proposed by the Maharashtra party would not be pressed because he
wanted that the spirit which actuated it should be fully assimilated by all non-
co-operators.

Concluding, Mr. Gandhi emphasized the programme and said:

Either we step into the new year with a full belief in this
programme and finish it with lightning speed or we dissolve this
compact of non-violence. So it is a fight to the finish with the Gov-
ernment in our own special manner. My belief in non-violence is
so great that, if the country can only assimilate the mental attitude
needed for the practice of real non-violence, we can promise swa-
raj in form and substance even before the end of this month.

The Hindu, 26-12-1921

I Members of the Government’s Criminal Investigation Department
2 1848-1925; President of the Congress in 1895 and 1902; later, one of
the leaders of the Moderate Party



45. SPEECHES AT SUBJECTS COMMITTEE MEETING,
AHMEDABAD

December 27, 1921

After four hours’ sitting this morning, the All-India Congress Committee
came to definite decisions on the most momentous issues. It not only adopted
by a very overwhelming majority Mr. Gandhi’s central resolution,! but also
defeated a formidable opposition of 52 members led by Hasrat Mohani who
fought for a change in the Congress Creed in order to definitely lay down the
attainment of swaraj without the British Empire as the object of the Congress

In opening the meeting, the President, Hakim Ajmal Khan, announced
that he had received notices of amendments to Mr. Gandhi’s resolution, which
in their real meaning came into conflict with the Congress Creed itself. He,
therefore, ruled them out of order, but suggested that if the movers so desired
they could bring them forward as substantive propositions.

As the position looked somewhat confused, Mr. Gandhi made a short
speech in course of which he analysed the contending issues and placed them
clearly before the House. He said that if Hasrat Mohani and others desired,
they could move separate resolutions urging change in the Congress Creed, but,
as his resolution was then before the House, he wanted all to remember that
those who thought like Hasrat Mohani should not vote for his (Gandhi’s)
resolution, because the very basis of his motion was that the present Creed
must remain intact and that non-violence alone should be the weapon to fight
their battle to the end. The Hasrat Mohani party, on the other hand, he said,
stood for complete independence and fighting the battle by all possible means.
The issue was plain and he desired that those who did not want a change in
the existing Creed should vote at least for the spirit underlying his resolution,
remembering that, if later on they voted for the resolution of Hasrat Mohani,
they would nullify Mr. Gandhi’s resolution.

The speech over, Mr. Gandhi’s resolution was put to vote and carried
amidst acclamation, only 10 voting against.

Hasrat Mohani then moved his first amendment to the Creed, proposing
the attainment of swaraj by all possible and proper means in place of peaceful
and legitimate means.

This amendment did not get any appreciable support and the mover
thereupon withdrew it.

His next amendment declaring swaraj without the British Empire proved
to be the main bone of contention.

1 Vide ““‘Speech at Congress Session, Ahmedabad-1”, 28-12-1921.
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He was supported by a dozen members . .

An equal number of speakers opposed the amendment. . . .

Mr. Gandhi then made a short speech. He said he wanted to make it
clear that today his hope of getting redress of Punjab and Khilafat through
the British Government was ever so much greater than it was at any time 15
months ago. Within the Congress Creed there was still a chance for two parties
who wanted swaraj within or without the British Empire, but there could be
no room for those who wanted to resort to violence, because the moment
anyone joined the Congress, he must sign a pledge of non-violence in terms of
the Creed. Mr. Gandhi emphasized that the attainment of swaraj would by
itself break imperialism. India even then would be certainly free. Concluding,
he warned all against estranging from them the Moderates and others who were
sympathizing with them, by taking steps which make the present easy task one
of great difficult tasks.

Before the amendment of Mohani was put to vote all the visitors were
asked to leave . . . it was rejected by a great majority, only 52 voting for
it. .

The Hindu, 28-12-1921

46. SPEECH AT SUBJECTS COMMITTEE MEETING,
AHMEDABAD

December 28, 1921

The Subjects Committee had its final sitting today and before adjourning
rejected by an overwhelming majority Pandit Malaviya’s proposition urging the
Congress to declare its desire for a round table conference on reasonable terms
and to delete from yesterday’s main resolution that clause which advised aggre-
ssive civil disobedience.

The committee met at eight in the morning . . . Hakim Ajmal Khan
could not come . . . .

Mr. Gandhi was thereupon voted to the chair.

In opening the proceedings Mr. Gandhi informed the house that the
Madras members including Messrs Vijayaraghavachariar, Kasturi Ranga Iyengar!
and Satyamurti had been pressing upon him the desirability of the passing of
a resolution in reply to the Viceroy’s Calcutta speech, emphatically pronouncing
on the part of the Congress that the destinies of India were not in the hands of
the British Parliament but in the hands of the Congress and that the British
Parliament could merely ratify the wishes of the people of India. On the other
hand, he said Pandit Malaviya and Mr. Jinnah were pressing that the Congress

1 Journalist and Congress leader of Madras

XXII-7
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should definitely state its position with regard to the suggestion for a round
table conference.

Mr. Gandhi left it to the committee to adopt motions on the lines
suggested by the two parties for he had not himself been able to draft resolu-
tions which could meet their wishes. He said telegrams had passed between
him, Pandit Malaviya, Mr. Das, Maulana Abul Kalam and Mr. Shyam Sunder
Chakravarty on the subject of a round table conference. He had agreed with
Messrs Das and Chakravarty to waive the hartal on the 24th of this month
provided the notifications regarding the disbandment of volunteers and the prohi-
bition of public meetings were withdrawn, and the prisoners undergoing im-
prisonment as a result of these notifications released. Mr. Gandhi said that
he went a step further in his demand and wanted the fafwa prisoners, including
the Karachi prisoners, also to be released because it was from the time of the
Karachi trial that Government went mad. He added he did not want prot-
ection for those who had committed violence. To another telegram from
Mr. Chakravarty saying that on certain conditions Calcutta opinion favoured
a round table conference, Mr. Gandhi had replied that either the conference
should take place unconditionally, Government doing whatever it liked and
non-co-operators doing whatever they chose, or, if a truce was essential then
it was necessary that the terms and the composition of the conference were
previously decided and the prisoners including the Karachi prisoners discharged
and the objectionable notifications withdrawn unconditionally.

Continuing, Mr. Gandhi said he wanted to make his position quite clear.

Personally, I have not attached the slightest importance to
the question of a conference. I think that it will be inconsistent
with the dignity of the Congress to pass a resolution about the
conference when there is nothing in the Viceregal pronouncement
to show that the Congress is called upon to make any response.
On the other hand there is nothing in the main resolution, which I
hope you will pass today unanimously in the Congress pandal, which
bangs the door in the face of the Viceroy or anybody who wants a
round table conference, but there is in that resolution some-
thing which is extremely dignifying, namely, that if they want a
round table conference that can only be had if we have cer-
tain indications of a change of heart, that we will really have a
successful result from the conference. It will go hard with us if we
go to a conference and come away from it with absolutely empty
hands, but I assure you I find nothing in the Viceregal pro-
nouncement that inspires me with confidence.

The Viceroy, he continued, had already declared his helplessness over the
Punjab and the Khilafat and had presented the reforms in their face. Of

course there was much in the view that when business men put their heads



SPEECH AT CONGRESS SESSION, AHMEDABAD-I 99

together they were not going to come away with absolutely empty hands,
but

I say it is not for the Congress to make any such declaration upon
the flimsy ground and upon the mere hope of catching a straw.
And who catches a straw except a man who is about to be drown-
ed ? But not the Congress which is pulsating with life today. (Pro-
longed applause.)

Concluding, Mr. Gandhi asked Pandit Malaviya whom he described amidst
applause as the noblest Indian to state his point of view. . . .

The Leader, 30-12-1921

47. SPEECH AT CONGRESS SESSION, AHMEDABAD—I
December 28, 1921

As Mahatma Gandhi got down the platform to reach the rostrum in his
usual loin-cloth, there was an enthusiastically devotional and deafening applause.
Having taken his seat on the rostrum, he spoke in Hindi as under:

MR. PRESIDENT, BROTHERS AND SISTERS,

Hakimji Saheb! has allowed me 30 minutes and I hope to be
able to keep within the limit prescribed. The President, however,
missed to add that the time taken in reading the resolution in
Hindi and in English would be excluded. (Laughter.)

Those of you who do not know English will kindly excuse
me. Later on, I shall give the substance of this in Hindi.

He then read out the resolution in English rendering it in Hindi, para-
graph by paragraph, as he proceeded:

Whereas, since the holding of the last National Congress,
the people of India have found from actual experience that,
by reason of the adoption of non-violent non-co-operation,
the country has made great advance in fearlessness, self-sacri-
fice and self-respect, and whereas the movement has greatly
damaged the prestige of the Government, and whereas the
country on the whole is rapidly progressing towards swaraj,
this Congress confirms the resolution adopted at the special
session of the Congress at Calcutta and reaffirmed at Nag-
pur, and places on record the fixed determination of the Con-
gress to continue the programme of non-violent non-co-opera-

1 Hakim Ajmal Khan
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tion with greater vigour than hitherto, in such manner as
each province may determine, till the Punjab and the Khilafat
wrongs are redressed and swaraj is established, and the control
of the Government of India passes into the hands of the people
from that of an irresponsible corporation.

And whereas by reason of the threat uttered by His
Excellency the Viceroy in his recent speeches and the conse-
quent repression started by the Government of India in the
various provinces by way of disbandment of Volunteer Corps
and forcible prohibition of public and even committee meet-
ings in an illegal and high-handed manner and by the arrest
of many Congress workers in several provinces, and whereas
this repression is manifestly intended to stifle all Congress
and Khilafat activities and deprive the public of their assis-
tance, this Congress resolves that all activities of the Con-
gress be suspended as far as necessary and appeals to all,
quietly and without any demonstration, to offer themselves
for arrest by belonging to the volunteer organizations to be
formed throughout the country in terms of the resolution of
the Working Committee arrived at in Bombay on the 23rd
day of November last, provided that no one shall be accepted
as volunteer who does not sign the following pledge:

With God as witness, I solemnly declare that,

1. I wish to be a member of the National Volunteer Corps.

2. So long as I remain a member of the Corps, I shall
remain non-violent in word and deed and shall earnestly en-
deavour to be non-violent in intent, since I believe that, as
India is circumstanced, non-violence alone can help the Khila-
fat and the Punjab and result in the attainment of swaraj
and consolidation of unity among all the races and commu-
nities of India whether Hindu, Mussulman, Sikh, Parsi,
Christian or Jew.

3. I believe in and shall endeavour always to promote
such unity.

4. 1 believe in swadeshi as essential for India’s economic,
political and moral salvation, and shall use hand-spun and
hand-woven khaddar to the exclusion of every other cloth.

5. As a Hindu I believe in the justice and necessity of
removing the evil of untouchability and shall, on all possible
occasions, seek personal contact with and endeavour to ren-
der service to the submerged classes.

6. I shall carry out the instructions of my superior offi-
cers and all the regulations, not inconsistent with the spirit
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of this pledge, prescribed by the Volunteer Board or the
Working Committee or any other agency established by the
Congress.

7. 1 am prepared to suffer imprisonment, assault or
even death for the sake of my religion and my country with-
out resentment.

8. In the event of my imprisonment, I shall not claim
from the Congress any support for my family or dependents.

This Congress trusts that every person of the age of 18
and over will immediately join the volunteer organizations.

Notwithstanding the proclamations prohibiting public
meetings, and inasmuch as even Committee meetings have
been attempted to be construed as public meetings, this
Congress advises the holding of Committee meetings and of
public meetings, the latter in enclosed places and by tickets
and by previous announcements, at which as far as possible
only speakers, previously announced, shall deliver written
speeches, care being taken in every case to avoid risk of pro-
vocation and possible violence by the public in consequence.

This Congress is further of opinion that civil disobe-
dience is the only civilized and effective substitute for an armed
rebellion, whenever every other remedy for preventing arbi-
trary, tyrannical and emasculating use of authority by indi-
viduals or corporations has been tried, and, therefore, advises
all Congress workers and others, who believe in peaceful
methods and are convinced that there is no remedy save
some kind of sacrifice to dislodge the existing Government
from its position of perfect irresponsibility to the people of
India, to organize individual civil disobedience and mass
civil disobedience, when the mass of people have been suffi-
ciently trained in the methods of non-violence and otherwise,
in terms of the resolution thereon of the last meeting of the
All-India Congress Committee held at Delhi.

This Congress is of opinion that in order to concentrate
attention upon civil disobedience, whether mass or individual,
whether of an offensive or defensive character, under
proper safeguards and under instructions to be issued from
time to time by the Working Committee or the Provincial
Congress Committee concerned, all other Congress activities
should be suspended whenever and wherever and to the extent
to which it may be found necessary.

This Congress calls upon all students of the age of 18 and
over, particularly those studying in the national institutions
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and the staff thereof, immediately to sign the foregoing pledge

and become members of National Volunteer Corps.

In view of the impending arrests of a large number of
Congress workers, this Congress, whilst requiring the ordi-
nary machinery to remain intact and to be utilized in the
ordinary manner whenever feasible, hereby appoints until
further instructions Mahatma Gandhi as the sole executive
authority of the Congress and invests him with the full powers
of the All-India Congress Committee including the power
to convene a special session of the Congress or of the All-
India Congress Committee or the Working Committee, such
powers to be exercised between any two sessions of the All-
India Congress Committee and also with the power to appoint
a successor in emergency.

This Congress hereby confers upon the said successor
and all subsequent successors appointed in turn by their prede-
cessors all his aforesaid powers.

Provided that nothing in this resolution shall be deemed
to authorize Mahatma Gandhi or any of the aforesaid suc-
ces