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PREFACE

This volume, covering the period January 21 to June 15,
1927, opens with nostalgic references to Gandhiji’s first satyagraha
struggle in India ten years earlier: . . . ““the whole tour is inspiring.
Champaran has sacred memories for me. Champaran really intro-
duced me to India” (p. 4). This is to Mirabehn. On the same
day he wrote to the Ashram women: I find that this year I
shall not be able to stay in the Ashram for a long time. I am
sorry for this. But we must find happiness even in our misfor-
tune. I must wander about in the interest of khadi. Only thus
can I carry the message of khadi to the masses” (p. 6). These
talks on khadi had a set purpose and produced a concrete effect;
‘Eheylv%lge “converting into energy’’ the people’s desire for freedom
p. .

Touring incessantly through Bihar, C.P. and Berar, Mahara-
shtra and U.P., Gandhiji so overstrained himself that on March 26th
his health broke down and he was advised rest on a hill station
(Appendix III). Accordingly he stayed in Nandi Hills in Mysore from
April 19 to June 5. The illness was the result both of excessive
physical strain and of worry about the conditions prevailing in
the country. “I let the co-workers think,” Gandhiji wrote to a
friend, “and thought myself that my constitution would somehow
or other stand the pressure that was put uponit, ... I had
intended to turn over a new leaf after finishing the Maharashtra
tour and had given due notice to Rajagopalachariar that I would
no longer be hurried . . . (p. 373). The psychological reasons
seemed more difficult to control. Writing to Dr. Ansari, Gandhiji
explained: “My chief difficulty is how to control the mind and
not let it think, unless I develop dementia . . . butI do not know
how I can prevent the doings of Hindus and Mussalmans from
making me think furiously. Nor do I know how to prevent the
growing starvation of millions acting upon my mind” (p. 274).
However, he accepted the spiritual lesson of the illness with gentle
submission, as he had done once before during the prolonged
illness from August 1918 to January 1919 (Vol. XV). Writing
to Kallenbach, a German co-worker, during the South African
struggle, he said: “I am taking the chastisement I hope in due
humility and if He raises me from this sick-bed, I am making
Him promises that I shall reform my ways and shall seek still
more strenuously to know His will and do it” (pp. 314-5).
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Gandhiji was passionately eager to continue working, as is
evident from the conversations with Doctors Wanless (pp. 194-5)
and Jivaraj Mehta (pp. 209-10), but he had cultivated non-attach-
ment in sufficient measure not to cling to life even for the sake
of service. In letter after letter written at this time, Gandhiji
mentioned the possibility of his end with the utmost serenity of
mind. ‘“Anyway I do not expect to go beyond 13th April, 1928.
I have nothing new to say or give. I may collect more, give a
little more guidance and patch here and patch there. But really
the clock has struck for me’” (“Letter to Satis Chandra Das
Gupta”, pp. 195-6). In another letter to the same correspondent,
he said: “And then, in spite of all the extraordinary precautions,
she [Nature] will one day send her messenger who like a thief
in the night will steal in some day and unperceived by anybody
administer the dose which will send me to long sleep” (p. 403).

Gandhiji’s chief preoccupation at this time was khadi and he
had left the political programme of the Congress in exclusive
charge of the Swaraj Party led by Motilal Nehru. Though the Con-
gress had officially accepted the khadi programme and a new body
named the All-India Spinners’ Association had been set up to organize
khadi work, a large number of Congress members were lukewarm
in their support of the programme and were opposed to the khadi
franchise adopted at the Gauhati Congress (Vol. XXXII).
Gandhiji seems to have been reconciled to this situation. Com-
menting on a plea to him by the Congress President, Shri S.
Srinivasa Iyengar, to relent on the issue of the franchise, he
said: “Numerical strength savours of violence when it acts in
total disregard of any strongly-felt opinion of a minority. ... I had
therefore no hesitation in telling the President, that he should
assist the removal of the clause about khadi if that clause could not
gain willing submission from the minority”’ (p. 458). He added,
however, that he must be allowed to retain his opinion about the
clause, though that opinion should have no greater weight than
the opinion of any other member of the Congress.

Mr. Saklatvala met Gandhiji at Yeotmal on February 5, and
in the following month invited him in an open letter (Appendix I)
to join the Communists in organizing workers and peasants and
also to cease playing the Mahatma. While giving due credit to
Mr. Saklatvala’s patriotism and love of humanity, Gandhiji pre-
ferred to persist in his “error’ which he did not recognize as
such but hugged rather as his shield and solace. “I do not regard
capital to be the enemy of labour. I hold their co-ordination to
be perfectly possible” (p. 167). In an interview to The Bombay
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Chronicle, Gandhiji elaborated the point further: “I want real
co-operation between labour and capital. . . . As in the political
so in the labour movement, I rely upon internal reform, i.e., self-
purification. . . . labourers must evolve strength from within. Then
capital will become a real servant of labour” (p. 189). The cult
of bigness appealed to Gandhiji no more than the cult of conflict
did. Supporting Ahmedabad labour’s attitude of aloofness from
any All-India organization, Gandhiji explained his labour policy:
“The idea is to take from capital labour’s due share and no more
... by educating labour to evolve its own leadership . . . Its direct
aim is internal reform and evolution of internal strength. . . .
Labour . . . must not become a pawn in the hands of politicians. . .”’
(p. 302). When Gandhiji talked of labour taking its “‘due share”
from capital, he certainly did not approve of “the criminal
disparity that exists between the condition of labour and that of
capital” (p. 271) or the “terrible contrast”” between the palaces
of the rich and hovels of the poor in New Delhi. The debate with
Mr. Saklatvala, Gandhiji closed with the classic formula of libera-
lism: “It is not given to all of us to agree with one another on
all our opinions; but it is given to every one of us to tender the
same respect for the opinions and actions of our fellows as we
expect for our own” (p. 303).

In articles on cow-protection Gandhiji lays down with clarity
and utmost realism the conditions for its success. Goshalas should
be scientifically managed and should function as model dairies and
model tanneries. They should be conducted on a no-loss, no-
profit basis. He argued that “what is economically wrong cannot
be religiously right” (p. 392). It is in this context that Gandhiji
stresses the fact of “changes in our ways of thought and life in
every age’’, argues against the ‘“horrible mental death” of social
stagnation and against the superstitious acceptance of even the
swadeshi doctrine. “If. . . we cannot make the sewing needle in
the village, we should not set our face against the easily available
and cheap needle from Austria. I see nothing wrong in accepting
from any quarter whatever is good. . . and which we can assimilate”
(p. 352).

How far from fanatical Gandhiji was can be seen again in the
letter to Satis Chandra Das Gupta suggesting that the latter in
the interests of health consider seriously a return to meat-eating
(p- 335). One must allow for a gap between ideal and achieve-
ment; his taking goat’s milk (a form of animal food) was a con-
cession to weakness (pp. 260-1). But such concessions should be
exceptions, not the rule. In a letter to Mirabehn he makes it clear:
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“The rule regarding vows is when in doubt interpret against your-
self, i.e., in favour of greater restriction’ (p. 277).

Earnest attempts to realize accepted ideals, constant self-exami-
nation, recognition and reporting of failures, all these are necessary
steps in the process of living one’s religion instead of merely pro-
fessing or preaching it. Man as an evolving being can justify his
existence and fulfil his destiny only by self-renewal. ‘A man to
be a man must be twice-born as Hindus would say, reborn as
Christians would say”” (p. 247). Differing from Dr. B. S. Moonje’s
“distorted” (because literal) view of Hinduism, Gandhiji declares:
“I claim in all humility to have lived Hinduism all my life”” (p. 323).

One’s religion comes to one not fixed and firm from some ex-
ternal authority but as a progressive revelation from within. ‘“The
Vedas, to me, are not the texts writ on paper, but my very con-
science and the In-dweller” (p. 90). Acting on knowledge, one learns
from action. ‘Learning without practice goes waste and serves
only to turn one’s head. Whatever therefore one has learned one
should immediately reduce to action” (p. 428). From the study
of the Vedas and the scriptures we can derive full benefit only by
putting them “in the crucible of modern conditions, by objective
observation and intense churning” (p. 430).

Re-interpreting the scriptures in the light of one’s own ex-
periences, one discovers unexpected agreement among con-
temporary seekers. For example, the words “without a cause”
in St. Matthew, v. 22 in the Authorized Version were rejected by
Gandhiji as inconsistent with truth and ahimsa, and he found that
the words had been omitted by later translators (p. 355). In
exercising this liberty of interpretation, one runs the least risk and
one suffers no loss when one works out ‘“one’s own salvation in
the religion of one’s own forefathers, for, a seeker after Truth finds
out that all religions melt and become one in God Who is one
and the same for all His creatures” (p. 353).

Gandhiji was well aware of the rich poetic appeal of the
Puranas and their efficacy in fostering love of dharma (p. 237).
For the honour of women the examples of Sita and Draupadi,
“free and independent’’; offer far better protection than the purdah
which we must tear down (p. 45). But the dharma which the
ancient poems teach and which can sustain the people’s morale
should be rightly understood and practised. It is a dynamic
tradition and demands constant self-effort for reform. The theory
of karma is really intended to “work out all evil karma and he
who does not do so is not entitled to belong to the human species”

(p. 397).
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Like scientific knowledge, ethical knowledge (which includes
practice as well as theory) is also cumulative; it progresses through
communication and comparison of results. “I am a humble
but very earnest seeker after truth. And in my search, I take all
fellow-seekers in uttermost confidence so that I may know my
mistakes and correct them” (p. 246). It is not easy and it may
not be necessary to decide which fellow-seeker is competent to
receive and comment on the experimenter’s reports. ‘“We can
pour out our hearts only where we can, but the waters may flow
where they will”” (p. 5).

Of special interest among the letters included in this volume
are those addressed to Manilal and his bride Sushila, to the
Ashram women and to Mirabehn. They reveal Gandhiji as an
educator to whom the individual required ‘‘the same care and
attention as the whole problem of swaraj would . . . ”(p. 450).
He seemed stern in his insistence on the ideal but was ever res-
pectful of human individuality. With the utmost frankness and
without the slightest embarrassment, he explained to Manilal and
Sushila the necessity of self-control in the married state (pp.55 and
73). In his letters to the Ashram women, many of whom had had
little formal education, Gandhiji explained the role of women
in national regeneration, gave them news which would interest them,
discussed the affairs of the Ashram, and urged them to shed their
timidity and prepare themselves for service of the country. This
patient effort was amply rewarded when many of these women
went to jail in the Satyagraha Movement of 1930-°32 and even
faced police assaults.

But it is in the letters to Mirabehn that we see at their best
Gandhiji’s ways, stern or gentle as occasion demanded, of deal-
ing with those who were bound to him with the tie of love.
Mirabehn had joined the Ashram at the end of 1925, having
dedicated her life to Gandhiji even before she had seen him
(Appendix V). She was intensely attached to him personally
and always wanted to be by his side to minister to his needs. But
Gandhiji wanted her to transform her devotion to him into devo-
tion to his work. ‘““You come in daily touch with me by doing
my work as if it was your own. . . . You have come to me not
for me but for my ideals in so far as I live them. ... And when
in the course of the work, God brings us physically together, it is
well, but it is well also when he keeps us apart in pursuance of
the common object” (pp. 297-8). He wanted her to be a perfect
woman, but, he told her, ‘“you should grow along your own lines.
. . . You must retain your individuality at all cost. Resist me
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when you must” (p. 180). The news of Gandhiji’s sudden illness
alarmed Mirabehn and she was naturally anxious to be by his
side. Gandhiji understood the quick changes in her mood and
tried his human best to soothe her, but left her free to do as she
pleased.

Asked for a message, he wrote to the Editor, World’s Youth:
“TrurH and Love” have been jointly the guiding principle
of my life. If God who is indefinable can be at all defined, then I
should say that God is TrutH. It is impossible to reach Him,
that is, TrRuTH, except through LovE. LovE can only be expressed
fully when man reduces himself to a cipher. This process of
reduction to cipher is the highest effort man or woman is cap-
able of making. It is the only effort worth making, and it is
possible only through ever-increasing self-restraint’ (p. 452).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text gene-
rally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however, been
retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up in
small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of speeches
and interviews, as also passages which are not by Gandhiji, have
been set up in small type. In reports of speeches and interviews
slight changes and omissions, where necessary, have been made in
passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with the
original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand
corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied
within square brackets, the reasons being given where necessary.
The date given at the end of an item alongside the source is that
of publication. The writings are placed under the date of publi-
cation, except where they carry a date-line or where the date of
writing has special significance and is ascertainable.

References to Volume I of this series are to the August 1958
edition. References to An Autobiography cite only the Part and
Chapter, in view of the varying pagination in different editions.

In the source-line, S.N. stands for documents available in the
Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N. refers to those
available in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya, New
Delhi; C.W. denotes documents secured by the Collected Works of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Textual items, received too late for inclusion in their chrono-
logical order, have been given in the Addenda.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the
text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered by
the Volume are also provided at the end.
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I. LETTER TO LALCHAND F. VORA
[ Fanuary 21, 1927]

BHAISHRI LALCHAND,

I have your letter. The rule about balancing the credit and
the debit sides does apply as much to khadi as to cow-protec-
tion. In the beginning we look forward to large profits but some
losses are incurred all the same. They are usually debited to the
capital account. In the case of cow-protection too we are bound
to suffer some initial losses. But once it takes root there ought
not to be any losses. And to judge the stability of a religious move-
ment, we should survey its progress over a decade. If the losses
steadily mount, the movement has not taken root and needs re-
form. Now the khadi movement is only six years old and yet I
find the losses diminishing every year and in some cases the balance
is already even. I expect similar results from Kathiawar. Do
write to me about any flaws you come across, after considering
this viewpoint.

Vandemataram from
MoHANDAS
SyT. LALCHAND JECHAND VORA

Bacasra, Buavan:
KaTtaiawar, B.B. & C.I. Rvry.

From a copy of the Gujarati: C.W. 7753. Courtesy: Lalchand Vora

2. SPEECH AT MOTIHARI?

Fanuary 22, 1927
MR. CHAIRMAN, MEMBERS AND BROTHERS,

This visit to Motihari has revived old and sacred memories3.
This region is to me like Sabarmati. I can stop here only for an
hour. This time is inadequate, but it is in God’s hands whether
I stop here one hour or longer. I have to take the train that
leaves at three or a quarter past. So my reply has to be brief.

1 From the postmark
2 At a meeting held in front of the District Board office
3 Of the Champaran movement of 1917; vide Vol. XIII.

XXXIII-1
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I can only thank you for the address! you have presented me. I
shall long remember this address. I commend you for the work
which the address says you have done. I am obliged to you also
for the language of the address.

[From Hindi]
Aaj, 2-2-1927

3. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

On THE TRAIN,
Sunday, Fanuary 23, 1927

BHAISHRI VALLABHBHALI,

Bhai Amritlal Thakkar will perhaps refuse to accept the
presidentship of the Kathiawar Political Conference. The very
adjective “‘political’’ is unpleasant to him, though he will have to
say nothing about politics. I feel that in any conference of Indian
State subjects, politics has at present no place at all. Those
people have not yet learnt to work collectively. I therefore think
that it should devote all its attention to the spinning-wheel. In
case Amritlal says ‘No’, I hope you would accept the presidentship
yourself. I believe your views on the subject are much the same
as mine. But if there is disagreement between us, you are free
to refuse to shoulder this burden. You must not refuse simply
on the ground that it will be a burden on you for I am sure we
can cope with it. Please reply by wire and address to Jamui
(Bihar) where we expect to pass part of a day, during which we
have to rush through two other places as well.

On Friday, we shall be in Arrah and reach Patna on Sunday.
On Monday evening we leave Patna for Gondia via Calcutta,
reaching Gondia on Wednesday. Manilal says that deep in her
mind Manibehn has a desire to marry. I have made searching
inquiries; she has no idea of marrying for the present at any rate.
We must support her in this attitude. Please stop worrying about
it and leave it to me. I am arranging to send her to Karachi.
She is willing to go there. The climate will suit her and she
will be able to do fine work.

I Printed on khaddar and encased in a silver replica of the Ashoka pillar



SPEECH AT BETTIAH 3

You may expect the rest from either Mahadev or Devdas. I
am keeping well.

Baru

SjT. VALLABHBHAI PATEL
MunNiciPAL PRESIDENT
Kuamasa GATE
AHMEDABAD

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 11-2

4. SPEECH AT BETTIAH!

FJanuary 23, 1927

Mahatmaji made a joint reply. He said that he was glad to see the
people of Bettiah after a fairly long time. Champaran, and in it Motihari and
Bettiah, he said, were sacred places to him. He had got himself partly ac-
quainted with the poverty of modern India from his experiences in Champaran
where he had seen with his own eyes how miserable an existence the poor people
of the villages usually had. He was glad that the Municipality had done so
much of work and hoped that the water problem they were confronted with
should be effectively solved by dint of determination and perseverance of the
people in the near future. If pure water, pure milk and pure air were not
supplied to the townsmen, he said, the Municipality had no justification for exist-
ing. The mission of the Municipality was to purify the civic life and he hoped
that they would succeed in achieving that object.

Referring to primary education, he said that in India, specially in Champa-
ran, spinning must form a part of the curriculum of primary education. Know-
ledge of letters, he said, was of course necessary, absolutely necessary, but that
knowledge without any vocational training would be absolutely useless to the
poor people of India. Unless some sort of vocational training was given to the
students in rudimentary stage, they would not learn the lesson of self-help in
their after-life. He hoped that spinning would receive necessary attention of the
municipal commissioners of Bettiah.

Referring to the goshala, he said that if they really had any sort of love for
the cows they must follow the way he had suggested. Every goshala must con-
tain a fair number of good cows and they must be made to yield good milk.
The townsmen should be supplied with this pure milk and if goshalas were pro-
perly conducted that milk must be cheaper than any other milk in the market.

1'Tn reply to the addresses in Hindi presented by the Bettiah Municipality,
Hindu Sabha, goshala and local ‘‘untouchables”
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Side by side with such dairy farms, tanneries should also be maintained and
the income thus derived should be spent over the maintenance of cows. It
was the Hindus themselves who were primarily responsible for the miserable
condition of Indian cows. He said that the goshalas should be conducted on
proper and scientific lines and then alone would the real purpose of such farms
be served.

Continuing, he said that cow-protection, protection of women, and the
regeneration of the untouchables were all included in the duties of a munici-
pality. As long as even one woman had to go astray for her daily bread, the
men had no right to live; as long as even one cow remained in her present
miserable condition, they had no right to exist; and if the pernicious custom of
untouchability remained in force the Hindus would be wiped out of India
in the near future.

Addressing the Hindu Sabha, he said that if they wanted really to save
the dying Hindu race they must even now turn to charkha work. What-
ever other ways might be suggested to achieve that end, charkha work must
form the nucleus of them all.

Concluding, he made a very pathetic appeal in the name of the poor
people of India and of God to the audience to help him with money to carry
on the great work and to use khaddar in preference to all other cloth. He
asked the audience to purchase khadi which was stocked at the meeting as
usual.

The Searchlight, 30-1-1927

5. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

Unrevised BETTIAH,
January 24, 1927

CHI. MIRAL

I have your interesting booklet from Kangri. I read it
through in a motor[-car] in full motion. There is no rest. But as
you have rightly judged, the whole tour is inspiring. Champaran
has sacred memories for me. Champaran really introduced me to
India. It is a perfect delight to see these tens of thousands of
childlike faces all shining with an indefinable hope. They readily
part with their coppers and rupees. Idleness which has now become
second nature they will not part with easily. But one feels that
even that is going.

1 The superscription in this and other letters to Mirabehn is in Devanagari.
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Tulsi Maher! is with me. We are very near Nepal as you must
know. You must locate the places I pass through in your map.
T.M. is eager to meet you before he ascends to the hills. But he
thinks you are too far away.

It was quite like you to have gone in an ekka to the Govern-
ment House. You have done your duty by the friends?.

You will walk out in the jungles about you with the young
men there. They must have told you that the choice of the spot
was Shraddhanandji’s. The whole of the Gurukul conception was
his.

Today we are in Bettiah—the place where I was longest when
I was working for the people.

You should perhaps know that I send most of your letters to
the Ashram for being read to the members. They are so beauti-
ful. Those that contained your criticism of the attitude of the
Kanya Gurukul I did not send. I destroyed them. Your final
and considered judgment on the working of the Gurukul I have
sent there. I mean the letter from which I have sent the extract
to Ramdevji. If henceforth you want me to do otherwise, you will
please tell me. I do not want you to restrain yourself because other
eyes may see your letter. Owur attitude should be this: We can
pour out our hearts only where we can, but the waters may flow
where they will. But all may not easily be able to assimilate or
even appreciate that attitude. You will tell me how you feel.

Are you getting stronger?

In order that you may not be anxious, know that I shall
be writing to you every Monday at least. When the post will
reach you depends upon where I am. Calcutta is the quickest
route for reaching Khandesh. I am therefore on the Ist at
Calcutta, Khadi Pratishthan, 170, Bowbazar Street. We reach
Gondia, B. N. Rly., on the 2nd. Then I do not know. But you
will be safe enough to locate me at Nagpur and Wardha on 3rd
and then continue to send letters to Wardha till you have definite
dates from me.

You are making your corrections in the autobiographical
chapters® as they come to you. It will be interesting to see your
corrections when the tour is finished.

1 Of Nepal, who was Mirabehn’s first carding teacher in Sabarmati.

21In Bapu’s Letters to Mira, Mirabehn explains: “I went to see the
Home Member regarding two Muslim friends I had known in Berlin, who
were at that time exiles.”

3 Then being published serially in Young India
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With love,

Yours,
Baru
From the original: C.W. 5200. Courtesy: Mirabehn
6. LETTER TO ASHRAM WOMEN
BETTIAH,

Posh Vad 6, 1983 [ fanuary 24, 1927]
SISTERS,

Today we are in Bettiah. It is the town where I stayed most
of the time in 1917' during my Champaran work. There are
groves of mango-trees in this area and they are very lovely.
There are legends about Rama and Sita connected with almost
every place around here. But it is not possible for me to spend
time describing all this to you.

I see that your class has been growing. I agree entirely with
Kaka Saheb?. If the Ashram does not train women workers devo-
ted to service, where else can they be trained? You yourselves
have to answer this question. We may not have enough health,
ability or learning for doing such work. But if we have
pure devotion all else will follow. Devotion means faith—faith in
God and faith in oneself. Such faith leads one to make all sacri-
fices. Sacrifice for its own sake is hard to practise, but if it is
undertaken for service, it becomes easy. No mother would sleep
on damp ground deliberately. But she would gladly do so if
she could thus enable her child to sleep on a dry patch.

I find that this year I shall not be able to stay in the
Ashram for a long time. I am sorry for this. But we must find
happiness even in misfortune. I must wander about in the interest
of khadi. Only thus can I carry the message of khadi to the
masses.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3636

1 The source has 1916
2D. B. Kalelkar



7. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA

Silence Day, Posh Vad 6 [ January 24, 19271

CHI. GANGABEHN,

This time I have not yet had your weekly letter.

You must not become impatient, nor should you try to do
everything. The temptation to do too much leaves everything
undone. Your aim therefore should be to do one thing at a
time and do it well. I write this because Kaka Saheb 1is en-
couraging you all. I am glad he does it. Such encouragement
helps one to achieve quick results; but results can be achieved
quickly only when we gauge our abilities and take up manageable
tasks.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 8702. Courtesy: Gangabehn Vaidya

8. LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI

BETTIAH,

Stlence Day [ Fanuary 24, 192717
CHI. MAGANLAL,

Herewith letters from Balkrishna as also my reply to him.
Please post them to his address.

I have written to doctor about Rukhi.

It appears we shall need a waterworks at the Ashram. The
water will have to be lifted after digging deep into the river. Get
some expert to prepare an estimate. Contact Vallabhbhai.
Is not the water to blame for so much illness there? It is
no good if we can avoid illness only with the greatest care.
Please think it over. I am sure you looked very well after Mr.
and Mrs. Lawrence who visited the Ashram especially at my
instance. It appears Saklatwala too paid a visit. I hope you

I From the reference to a weekly letter from the addressee as president
of the Ashram women. The addressee was elected to that office in December,
1926.

2 From date-line Bettiah and the reference to Rukhi’s illness
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have the latest letter from Mirabehn which I had asked Sub-
baiya to send over to you.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

Tulsi Maher will now reach there soon; at the moment he is
travelling with me.

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 8693. Courtesy: Radhabehn Chaudhri

9. LETTER T0O G. D. BIRLA

BETTIAH,
Monday, Pausa Krishna 6 [ January 24, 1927]

BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS]JI,

I have your letter.

I have sent the Rs. 8,000 to Jamnalalji; I presume the sum
is meant for the Charkha Sangh.

I am doing a lot of thinking about shuddhi. The way it is
done today has nothing to do with religion. Those who were
converted either by force or through ignorance—do they need
‘purification’? They were not at all converted. The question is
solely one of broad-mindedness on the part of the Hindus. Our
movement should be to oppose the method of conversion em-
ployed by Christianity and Islam; conversion should be primarily
based on a change of inner conviction. If we regard this method
of conversion as wrong, why follow it? We should discover and
follow some clean way of counteracting any attacks on our faith.
Through the shuddhi movement we only encourage corruption
and obstruct worthwhile reformation among the Hindus. The
present movement has absolutely no rational basis. We can think
over it at leisure when you get some time. I do not want any
activity to be suspended merely because I say so. This cannot
benefit us. It is proper to introduce a change only when and
in so far as the validity of my views is established clearly and in-
dependently That is why I am holdmg my patience and keep-
ing silent. I would suggest your joining me on my tours for a

I Reconversion to Hinduism; literally, ‘‘purification”
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few days when you are free from the Assembly. On the Ist of
February I shall be in Calcutta on my way to Gondia.
Yours,
MoHANDAS

From the Hindi original: C.W. 6143. Courtesy: G. D. Birla

10. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

[After Fanuary 24, 19271

QuEsTION: 1. What do you think about the Government of India’s
policy of sending Indian troops to China?

ANsweR: The Government’s action of despatching the
troops to China without consulting leaders of public opinion is
improper and highly objectionable.

2. What is your opinion about the Viceroy’s recent speech in the
Assembly ?

It was extremely disappointing.

3. Do you have faith in the constitutional self-government or in-
dependent swaraj?

I have faith in swaraj which includes independence if and
whenever India desires it.

4. What was your object of defining swaraj as Ramraj in your recent
speech at Banaras?

I defined swaraj as Ramraj as I often do because it is a gra-
phic description for a moral government based upon truth and
non-violence, in other words universal religion.

5. Your appeal of 10 lakhs for Shraddhanand Fund has created anxiety
and suspicion in the minds of the Mussalmans.

Whilst those who believe in shuddhi, tabligh or proselytizing
have a perfect right to make an appeal for funds for carrying
on such propaganda so long as it is honest and above board,
my association with the appeal for funds was and is confined to
the cause of the removal of untouchability for the reasons ex-

1 From the reference to the ‘Viceroy’s Speech” inaugurating the Legis-
lative Assembly on January 24, 1927; the Viceroy had stated that the Indian
Government had agreed to the despatch of Indian troops to China. Vide also
“Our Helplessness”, 3-2-1927.
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pressed in my article! on the appeal in Young India which please
see.

SyED ZaHIRUL HagQ
Bare (PaTna DisTrICT)

From a photostat: S.N. 11826

11. LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI

Tuesday | Fanuary 25, 192717
CHI. MAGANLAL,

I got both your letters together. Wire me when Chi. Rukhi
has her operation. Has Govindbhai come over? There has been
no letter from him for some time. It appears Bhai Pragji will
not come. He is again inclined to go to South Africa. If he
does not come I shall make no alternative arrangement now. As
a matter of fact, you need not seek the Working Committee’s
permission, if you have to appoint a person in connection with,
say, the tannery or the dairy. All the same it is certainly better
to consult one another in all matters. Engage Navin in any de-
partment you like; he should be encouraged. The Working Com-
mittee has to be consulted for expenditure covered by the bud-
get. But the tannery, the dairy and the [Ramachandra] lift are
items which are not covered by the budget. There has to be a
separate provision for expenditure on these items. We should
therefore assess them not from the economic angle but in the light
of the social and spiritual benefits to the Ashram. That all such
activities should be undertaken on the Ashram premises has al-
ready been decided on. As far as I remember it was decided that
Shivabhai Haribhai’s salary should be fixed at Rs. 50. It does
not matter if it is re-approved. I have noted what you say about
the kitchens. Give them all the attention you can. Manilal will be
there soon. Get work out of him. Ratilal is very undecided. Two
days ago he insisted on going there, but now he is silent about it.

Blessings from
Baru

From Gujarati: C.W. 7772. Courtesy: Radhabehn Chaudhri

1 Vide Vol. XXXII, pp. 515-6.
2 From the reference to Rukhi’s operation, the letter appears to have been

written before the one dated January 31, 1927 and after that dated January
24, 1927.



12. INTERVIEW TO FREE PRESS OF INDIA, MUZAFFARPUR
Fanuary 25, 1927

Interviewed by a Free Press representative, Mahatma Gandhi expressed
his opinion regarding the invitations received by him for visiting America.
Mahatmaji said plainly that he felt rather embarrassed in accepting the tempt-
ing invitations. But he said that he had not as yet succeeded in attaining the
desired goal of his mission. Unless his achievements took a definite substantial
shape, he would not like to visit foreign countries which are courteously ex-
tending him invitations. Mahatmaji further said that a big purse awaited him
in America for the Indian cause, but he felt that it would undermine our self-
reliance and self-respect.

The Hindu, 29-1-1927

13. SPEECH AT MISSION SCHOOL, MUZAFFARPUR
Fanuary 25, 1927

After visiting the [Municipal Ayurvedic] Dispensary, he went to visit the
Ramakrishna Mission and was received by the sannyasis and workers. He was
shown round the Ashram and the hospital attached to it. He next proceeded
to visit the Mission School for the Indian Christian girls. Several girls were seen
working at the charkha who all appeared like novices and Mahatmaji asked the
European lady in charge herself to learn spinning before expecting her stu-
dents to learn it. The table cloth in the hall was a foreign piece and all the
girls and their teachers were clad in foreign clothes. At this Mahatmaji re-
marked that they must have faith in khaddar before having faith in spin-
ning. On being asked by the superintendent to speak something, Mahatmaji
remarked that he had no other message except that of khaddar to give them.
They might belong to whatever religion they chose, but if they had no love
for the poor there was no chance of their prayer being heard by God. In the
peculiar circumstances of India, the love for the poor could be given no
other [or] better expression than by wearing khadi and he requested the girls
to put on khadi and khadi alone.

The Searchlight, 30-1-1927



14. SPEECH AT TILAK MAIDAN, MUJZAFFARPUR
January 25, 1927

Mahatma Gandhi made a joint reply! in the course of which he thanked
all the public bodies for presenting him addresses. He particularly thanked the
Seva Samiti for kindly complying with his request not to read the address in the
meeting. He said he had read the address himself and would like to reply to
it in the beginning. He said that he had been asked in that address as to
whether they should remain non-violent in all cases and circumstances. His
answer was an emphatic ‘“‘yes”. The real worth of a man, said he, was
tested only when he was put on trial. A man might tell the truth for his
own good; that was no test of his truthfulness. A man might remain non-
violent out of necessity; that was no proof of his having faith in non-vio-
lence. It was only when a man could remain non-violent in spite of repeated
provocation that the sincerity and strength of his faith was tested. He said that
he could cite innumerable arguments in support of non-violence from the
Vedas, the Gita, the Koran and the Bible. He had no time to do so. But he
assured them that the central teaching of all religions was non-violence.

Continuing, he said that the address referred to the murder? of Swami
Shraddhanand. The language used in that connection was improper, but consi-
dering the fire and agony in the writer’s heart he would not blame him for
the language used. But he wanted to tell them that his grief at the murder
of Swamiji was no less than that of anyone of the members of the Seva
Samiti. He would like to say, it was greater and more intense than theirs. But
yet he stuck to what he had said before. Such actions, he said, could not
kill the entire Hindu race. It was unwise and improper for them to be either
discouraged or be filled with the spirit of revenge or murder. The murder of
Swami Shraddhanand, he said, could be turned to good account. It should
teach them, the Hindus and Muslims, that others had as much right to speak
their mind and follow the dictates of their conscience as themselves. It should
further teach them to cleanse their hearts with his precious blood. There was
nothing to be sorry for at his death; they should rather be proud of such
heroic death.

Continuing, he said that there was no reason why one should go mad
because others were so disposed. There could be no necessity, he said, of com-
mitting violence for the protection of religion. Whenever they did such acts,
he said, they must know that they were going out of the path of religion.

1 To addresses by the Municipality, District Board, District Congress
Committee and other public bodies
20n December 23, 1926



SPEECH AT TILAK MAIDAN, MUZAFFARPUR 13

True religion lay in cultivating friendship even with one’s enemies. But such
submission, such non-violence was not the same thing as cowardice. They
must be prepared to die themselves instead of killing others, they must be
prepared to shed their own blood instead of shedding anyone else’s blood.
The man who did not hesitate to die for the cause of righteousness was un-
conquerable. The whole world might be prepared to support violence but his
faith in non-violence would remain unaltered and unalterable. He would
continue to believe that non-violence was the central truth of all religions,
Islam certainly not excepted. He would like to tell them with all the em-
phasis he could command that their faith in their religion was to be judged
by the standard to what extent they were prepared to sacrifice themselves
for its cause. He said that he was as staunch a believer in Hinduism as any-
one of them but he would tell them that, if they wanted to be true to their
religion, they must learn to worship truth, non-violence and brahmacharya.
They must learn to spurn the total accumulated wealth of the world. Hindu-
ism never sanctioned violence or dishonesty. They misinterpreted the scrip-
tures to justify their actions. Yudhishthira might have told a lie but they
must remember that he suffered for that sin instantly and later on too. If
they wanted to serve religion there was no other alternative for them except
that of truth and non-violence.

Proceeding, he thanked the Municipality, the District Board, the Local
Board and the Congress Committee for the attention they had paid to khad-
dar work. He thanked those who had come out of the schools and colleges
and those who had given up their lucrative practice at the Bar at the call
of the country and he particularly thanked the Congress Committee for refer-
ring to those patriotic young men. The address of the Congress Committee refer-
red to a very old and short period of their national history—but how glorious
was that period, how sacred was its memory to him! He did not like to
speak anything on any other activities of the Congress. Important they cer-
tainly were, but to him khaddar work was of paramount importance in the
present circumstances of the country.

Continuing, he said that khaddar alone was the inexhaustible source of
their strength, if they could make even that one work successful, swaraj would
be at their gate. As long as they did not learn to sympathetically consider the
case of the poor people of India, they had no right to demand swaraj and as
long as they did not cultivate that feeling they were no true advocates of swa-
raj either. So long as there remained one poor man who might be starving
in the country, swaraj for India was meaningless to him. To feed the hungry,
to give water to the thirsty, that was the religious duty of every human being
and so long as each one was not filled with that noble idea, dharmarajya, he
said, was unattainable. How were they to practise that religion ? Through khad-
dar and khaddar alone. No other better way was suggested to him and he
believed that no other better way was there.
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He next explained at length the economy of khaddar and very clearly
showed how every farthing spent over khaddar went to the pockets of the poor.
Should they not give even that much of help to the poor villagers who supplied
them with their daily bread? It was the religious duty of every human
being to help the poor and the needy. Would they fail in their duty? Khad-
dar might be coarse, khaddar might be costly, but still that was the gift of
their mother. Should they throw aside that precious gift? They should rather
consider foreign cloth as coarse and costly and put khaddar pieces on their
heads in profound reverence.

The Searchlight, 30-1-1927

15. SPEECH AT STUDENTS’ MEETING, MUZAFFARPUR!
FJanuary 25, 1927

Mahatmaji . . . said that when he was asked to address a students’ meeting
at Muzaffarpur he agreed to do so even without any inducement for he re-
membered that it was the students of Muzaffarpur who had given him
shelter on the first day when he came to begin his Champaran work. That
event it was impossible for him to forget and he readily accepted the opportu-
nity offered to him of addressing the students of that place with the hope that
they might give him their help and support even now when he was badly in
need of help from the student community of India. He said that they remind-
ed him of the days of 1920. Those were the glorious days indeed, the tremen-
dous upheaval of national consciousness that was visible in the country in those
days had of course now subsided, but the effects of the movement were there.
If they had failed to maintain the same level of enthusiasm and sacrifice, they
alone were not to blame for the same. He would not, of course, call them
again to do the same work in the changed circumstances of the country but he
would still maintain that those were the sacred days for them and the path
he had then suggested was still the best path for Indians to follow in their
struggle for freedom. If they could not follow that path for a long time they
need not be ashamed for that. He did not wonder that they had halted in
their marches but looking at the situation in the country he wondered how
they could march so far in those days. If the programme he had given could
be carried into action success was undoubted, but he would not call them to
that programme again until an opportune moment had arrived. But in the
mean time he had one work to ask them to do and that was the work of
khaddar. All men, high or low, rich or poor, learned or ignorant, students and
Government servants—all would easily join this work and make it a success. The
student community was particularly fitted to do this work. Pandit Malaviya

1 Held in the Town Hall at 6 p.m.
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had shown them the way by the example of the Hindu University. It was only
the other day that the students of the Hindu University had given him a purse
of about one thousand rupees. In proportion to the number of students at
Muzaffarpur the purse they had presented him was far less than what he receiv-
ed at the Hindu University. He expected the students to help the khaddar
movement with all their wealth and energy and he hoped that Muzaffarpur
students would not lag behind the students of other parts of the country. Not
only would they help him with money on that day but he hoped that they
would save something from their pocket expenses and continue to help the
movement regularly. Living as they were in the headquarters of the provincial
khadi organization they might learn the khaddar work in all its phases and
spend their spare hours in that work. He would ask them even to spin for at
least half an hour a day not for earning money themselves but to set an exam-
ple to the poor unemployed villagers. But all this they must do only after
having faith in khaddar; and in order to acquire that faith, they must enquire
of himself or of anyone else about the economy of khaddar.

Continuing, he explained at length the economy of khaddar and said
that if they were human beings they must feel for their fellowmen. How could
they expect to get swaraj if they had not got even that much of fellow-feeling?
As true children of India it was their duty to refuse all that every Indian could
not afford to enjoy. But he was not going to ask them to do that. What he
wanted them to do was that they should purchase khadi and thus give employ-
ment and food to thousands of their unemployed countrymen and women.
There was no ban upon the students in respect of khadi-wearing. He described
how Rajagopalachari was invited in a Government college in Madras to speak
on khaddar and how with the help of the principal, professors and students he
was successful in starting a Khadi Union in that college. He hoped that the
example of that college would be followed even in Muzaffarpur. To under-
stand the principle of economy of khaddar they might read the prize essay!
with profit. He hoped that after finishing the book they all might become
believers in khadi. The only objection, he said, that could remain against wear-
ing of khadi was love of fashion and ease and he asked the students as to how
they could expect to get swaraj if they could not make even so little sacri-
fice for the sake of the country. He exhorted the students to promise solemnly
on the spot that they would use nothing but khaddar henceforward and also
to burn their foreign clothes if possible.

Continuing, he said that he could not finish his speech before referring
to one thing else since this was a students’ meeting and that was brahma-
charya. He said that he used to have frequent communication and association
with students and he had come to learn what a moral degeneration had over-

I “Hand-spinning and Hand-weaving” by S. V. Puntambekar and
N. S. Varadachari; for a short review, vide Vol. XXXII, p. 517.
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taken the student community. He was expressing his views on the subject
through Young India, Navajivan and his autobiographyl. But he would warn
the students against further downfall. There was no wonder, he said, that
the students should get so much corrupted, for the whole atmosphere of the
country had become so saturated with corrupt ideas that it was almost impos-
sible for the students to get rid of its influence. The text-books, the cinemas,
the theatres were all spreading immoral influences and unless the students were
given timely warning and necessary precautions were taken the whole coun-
try would go to the wall. In order to save the students Swami Shraddha-
nand, the hero, had established his Gurukul at the foot of the Himalayas far
away from the temptations of modern town life. His institutions might have
many faults, but the ideal was all right and it was not to be allowed to
perish.

Continuing, he said that it was a sheer mad idea to attempt to win swa-
raj by means of a few bombs and cartridges. The swaraj to be attained by
such means could not be swaraj for the poor masses of the country. To win
swaraj for the poor, khaddar was the only effective way and that was why
he had been asking them to make that movement successful. Brahmacharya, the
source of all strength, should therefore be strictly observed by them and thus
alone could they expect to make themselves fit for the great struggle. India,
he said, was karmabhumi, dharmabhumi, tyagabhumi’—the Himalayas stood as the
witness of that great fact. But everything depended on the strict obser-
vance of brahmacharya; if they wanted to establish once more dharmarajya
in India, they were to proceed on the line of truth, righteousness and brahma-
charya fearing none except God and with Him as their friend and guide.

The Searchlight, 30-1-1927

16. SPEECH AT BEGUSARAI
Fanuary 26, 1927

Mahatmaji made a joint reply? and thanked all the three associations
for presenting him addresses. He agreed with them that India was passing
through a very critical and dangerous period. The country where thousands
of people were dying of starvation for want of occupation, he said, was certainly
on the verge of destruction. But the people themselves were largely respon-
sible for this miserable state of their country. The Shastras taught them that

1 Chapters of which were being published in MNavajivan from November
29, 1925 and in Young India from December 3, 1925

2 Land of action, of religion, of renunciation

3 To three addresses by the local Board, goshala and the public, all written
in Hindi and printed on khaddar
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a man reaped as he sowed. As long as effective attempts were not made to
feed the hungry and the starving people of India, he said, the condition of
India would not change. It was by neglecting the masses that they had
brought about that miserable condition of their country; and in their attempt
to revive the old age of glory, they must better the condition of the masses.

Continuing, he said the primary duty of the intelligentsia of the coun-
try was to identify themselves with the masses and to establish a bond of living
relationship with them. They had neglected them, they had exploited their
resources for their own welfare, they had hitherto maintained themselves with
the hard-earned wealth of the poor cultivators; they should now do penance for
all their sins. If they really wanted to establish dharmarajya they should now
serve those who had hitherto served them, they should change their entire
mode of life and angle of vision and look at the things in their true perspec-
tive. They all might not be able to undergo the tremendous sacrifice that these
works would involve. But to enable all to do their duty he had suggested to
them a simple religion—that of charkha. With the death of charkha had
begun the poverty of India and it was going on increasing as the time rolled
on. It was an axiomatic truth, he said, that with the revival of charkha the
ancient glory of India would be revived. He emphatically declared that the
charkha was the thing which was capable of being universally used and of
giving employment to thousands of unemployed men and women. He regret-
ted that while khadi had made considerable progress in other parts of the
country it had gone down in Begusarai. The only reason that he could ima-
gine of this mishap, could be, that the workers had either lost faith in charkha
or given up working for it. He appealed to the workers to devote a little of
their time at least for khaddar work.

Referring to the goshala he said that in the forty long years of its existence
it might have done much more than what it had done. But it was not the
Begusarai goshala alone that had defects; almost all the goshalas in India were
more or less conducted on wrong lines. In order to make the best use of
the goshalas they should be conducted on proper scientific lines. The speaker
next explained the economic and religious aspects of cow-protection and said
that there was no reason of this being the bone of contention between the Hin-
dus and the Muslims. He emphasized that dairy farms and tanneries must
be attached to each goshala and the income derived from them should be spent
on the welfare of the cattle. He regretted that even those who did not consi-
der cow-protection as a religious duty or hold the cow in reverence paid more
attention to cows than the cow-worshipping Hindus did. He said that the
indifference of the Hindus towards cow-protection was alone responsible for the
miserable condition of Indian cows and in order to better their condition
they must rise to the full sense of duty.

Concluding, he once more appealed for money and regretted that there
was no khaddar for sale at the meeting. But he exhorted the audience to
XXXIII-2
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run at once to the khaddar shop in the town and clothe themselves in pure
khadi.

The Searchlight, 4-2-1927

17. NATIONAL SCHOOLS

During my Bihar tour I came in touch with national schools
which continue to flourish in spite of obstacles. But these schools
demonstrate to me the reason for the apparent failure of the edu-
cational programme of Non-co-operation for they prove, at least
for me, beyond a shadow of doubt that the thousands of boys who
left Government schools went back not because they were weak,
not because the parents were weak, but because the schoolmasters
and professors lacked the necessary dynamic faith in their own
programme. But as I have said, even they could not very well be
held blameworthy. They were themselves products of the vici-
ous educational system and they could not be expected to throw
off all on a sudden all the effects of their old environment. The
marvel is that in spite of tremendous odds so many still remain
staunch to the ideal and manage to live in the face of over-
whelming difficulties. But to the few who still remain staunch, I
would make an earnest appeal to be absolutely truthful. Non-co-
operation in every one of its branches had its positive aspect just
as much as its negative. Indeed the positive aspect was the most
permanent. The negative was useless without the positive. Mere
withdrawal from Government schools was nothing if the with-
drawal did not mean some corresponding constructive educational
programme. Every unaffiliated school is not a national school simply
because it is not affiliated and because it does not receive a
grant-in-aid. Thousands of missionary schools could be called
national if mere non-affiliation and non-acceptance of grant-in-aid
was the one test. We have the definition of national educational
institutions given to us by the Congress. The definition includes,
among other important things, spinning as a compulsory subject.
At one of the national schools in Bihar, I discovered that the
charkha existed only in name and for show indifferently staged
and the schoolmasters were themselves indifferent spinners. They
hardly knew carding. They did not know a good charkha from
a bad one. They did not know the qualities of a straight spindle.
They did not know that it was necessary to have finer spindles in
order to draw finer counts and to have a larger output. Almost
every wheel that I examined produced a foreign and jarring
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sound. The head master of a school whom I examined critically
bravely admitted all the defects and has promised to remedy
them. The lesson I should like to draw from this instructive expe-
rience is that national schoolmasters, if they are to make good
their double claim should live up to it, that is, be truthful. If
they do not believe in the charkha they must say so and leave
their employers; if the parents who send their children do not
believe in the charkha and do not want them to learn and prac-
tise spinning, the schoolmasters must refuse to take such children.
But if they believe in the necessity of spinning as a necessary
part of the curriculum, they must themselves master its science and
technique and teach it to their pupils as they are expected to teach
any other subject. It is not for them to say their pupils do not
like it. It is for the teachers to make the subject they teach inte-
resting. I hated chemistry which I subsequently learnt and appre-
ciated as a most interesting study, only because my teacher did
not know his subject sufficiently to make it interesting. Hundreds
of boys will not take to geometry, a most fascinating recreation,
simply because the teachers have no interest in their work and
they have themselves not developed enough interest in it. Simi-
larly for spinning. I know of no accomplished spinner who has
not acknowledged spinning even as a pastime to be an interesting
and uplifting study. A mere thumping on the piano would give a
headache to a most willing listener, but the exquisite touch of a
master would convert even one who has no ear for music. Even
so with spinning. My proposal however at the present moment is
not to demonstrate the entertaining power of the spinning-wheel
but to drive home the truth that if it has to be taught in national
schools it must be by teachers who know it thoroughly and who
have patience with their pupils. Let us not by our own igno-
rance or indifference be guilty of producing in our pupils a
nausea for an occupation which is generally acknowledged as one
of primary national importance.

Honesty demands that schoolmasters who do not know spin-
ning or have no faith in it should, even though their refusal may
cost their dismissal, refuse to have anything to do with it in their
schools. If we are truthful, it will be well with us in the end. If we
are untruthful nothing will save us. And such a tremendous
movement like hand-spinning which depends for its success solely
upon the character of the workers in it has no chance of success
if the workers resolve to camouflage. Let me incidentally remind
managers of national institutions that it would be also better and
more profitable in the long run to introduce taklis instead of the



20 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

spinning-wheel. The best spinners among the boys may have good
spinning-wheels and that also so long as they undertake to spin per
month a minimum amount of yarn of uniform kind and strength.

Young India, 27-1-1927

18. NOTES

A Goop ENGLISHWOMAN

In India, with the exception of a few who came in personal
touch with that good Englishwoman, no one knew anything of
Miss Florence Winterbottom, who, a friendly message from Eng-
land tells me, has just died. She was among the rare men and
women who find service its own reward, and she belonged to that
class amongst the English who seek out and befriend forlorn causes
in the teeth of odium, ridicule and opposition. She was a leading
light of the ethical movement and was for some time president of
the Union of Ethical Societies. She was secretary of the Emer-
son Club. I had the privilege of coming in touch with her when
I went to England in charge of the first South African Indian Depu-
tation in 1906. I knew nothing of her, but by reading in the
papers about the doings of the Deputation in out-of-the-way corners
of the leading dailies of London, she sought us out, she offered
me a platform, she studied the question and in a variety of ways
helped the cause that at that time had only a few chosen friends
in England. She became from that time one of the most cons-
tant and painstaking supporters of the cause in South Africa.
No one who came in contact with her failed to recognize in her
fearlessness, honesty for the sake of honesty not merely as the
best policy, and a capacity to take an exceptionally detached
view of all things. Though intensely English, she was equally in-
tensely international. Her patriotism never took the shape of
justifying everything English whether good, bad or indifferent.
When people tell me that non-violence is of no effect so far as
English people are concerned, I renew my faith in non-violence
and in English nature, or better still human nature, by thinking
of instances like those of Miss Florence Winterbottom. May her
soul rest in peace.

Kuapr 1N HospiTALs
In the very simple but well got up Gujarati Khadi Notes full
of most interesting information published by the A. I. S. A.! Khadi

1 All-India Spinners’ Association
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Bhandar of Bombay, at pages 62 and 63, I find a notice of Rs. 11,000
worth of khadi bought by and used in the King Edward Memorial
Hospital owned by the Bombay Corporation. The notice gives a
list of the articles bought. They include mattresses, covers, glass
slips, surgeon’s shoes, leggings, face-towels, screen covers, surgeon’s
overalls, pyjamas, skirts, gowns, table-covers, window blinds, white
blankets, bed sheets, bed towels, surgeon’s suits, etc. If all the
national or private hospitals and kindred institutions were to make
their cloth purchase in khadi, they would alone absorb the whole of
the present yearly output of khadi throughout India. Not therefore
that there will be no more khadi left; because when khadi sales
need not be organized by khadi workers, by the demand becoming
natural and khadi becoming a marketable article like ghee, there
will be an unlimited production of khadi to meet the demand and
all the khadi workers will be employed in organizing production
alone. Of course there is no reason why Government institutions
also should not whole-heartedly take in khadi. But that would be,
in my opinion, an indication of the coming change of heart.
Swarajist councillors may at least test the Government on the point.

To KuADI WORKERS

Sjt. Vithaldas Jerajani draws attention to one defect in the
khadi dhotis that are being generally supplied. They tear at the
borders and it is at the borders that the severest strain is put
upon dhotis and saris. He suggests that the difficulty can be over-
come with just a little attention being paid to the weaving of
borders by half an inch or three-fourths twisted double threads
being taken. The border-yarn should be specially selected from
strong yarn and from this selection double thread should be
treated in the manner suggested above. It would be easier and
cheaper if the border-yarn is specially prepared and supplied to the
weavers just as ordinary yarn is supplied. And to this end every
khadi centre will have to stock border-yarn. In several centres this
is already being done but it is not at all universal. And unless
all dhotis and saris are invariably prepared with strong borders as
the movement progresses, we shall be overwhelmed with com-
plaints. Those who are special lovers of khadi are satisfied with
anything that they can get, but the class of buyers that is fast
coming into being will not be satisfied with anything that is in-
differently made. They will insist upon durability, appearance,
variety and cheapness all combined into one and it would be
necessary for us to respond to the public taste and the public de-
mand to the extent that it is possible for us.
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‘UNDERSTANDING WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE’

Let the reader share with me the following from Hiero-
theus which I find in the passages a friend sends me for my day
of silence:

To me it seems right to speak without words, and understand without
knowledge, that which is above words and knowledge. This I apprehend
to be nothing but the mysterious silence and mystical quiet which dis-
solves forms. Seek, therefore, silently and mystically, that perfect and
primitive union with the Arch-Good.

Young India, 27-1-1927

19. SPEECH AT KHARAGPUR!
Fanuary 27, 1927

Mahatmaji thanked the associations for presenting him addresses but ex-
pressed his inability to reply to them separately owing to the shortness of time.
He said that he had expressed his views on the subjects mentioned in the
addresses in many of his other speeches and he requested the audience to
read them in newspapers.

He thanked the people of Kharagpur for maintaining a well-organized
national school and hoped that they would continue to maintain it. He said
that he was sorry that a representation was made to him that morning by
a section of Kharagpur people requesting him to permit the school to be re-
affiliated to the Government university. But on enquiry no one could tell him
anything against the institution itself. The only argument they could put
forward was that the boycotts had all failed and that whereas the pleaders
and the councillors had gone back, the students should also be allowed to
do so. He said he did not understand why a man, disregarding the dictates of
his own conscience, should follow other men, though in the wrong only be-
cause they happen to be in the majority. It is the duty of a man to stick to
truth in the teeth of universal opposition and he congratulated the students and
the teachers who were still clinging to the ideal of national education. No
human organization could be altogether without flaw and he invited the critics
to reform the national school if there were any defects in it. He said that he
had prescribed Non-co-operation in 1920 as the religious duty of every Indian;
owing to the weakness of the people that programme could not be carried for
a very long time. But if certain things were created out of that movement
there was no reason why they should be destroyed because of the death of the

'In reply to addresses by Union Committee, Santals, Hindu Sabha,
goshala and Arya Samaj
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movement itself. He appealed to the workers to conduct the schools by all
means.

Continuing, he said that his tour was intended to preach the message
of khaddar all over the country and he had come to them to beg money for
that work. He said that it was an axiomatic truth that the killing poverty of
India began with the disappearance of charkha from this land and to bring
back her ancient prosperity, revival of charkha was an absolute necessity.
He said, people often fasted for the sake of religion but thousands of poor
Indians today were fasting—nay starving on account of the want of food and
that want was traceable to the want of any occupation. Charkha was the
thing, he said, to give some sort of employment to these poor starving people
and he appealed to the audience to consider it their religious duty to work
for the success of that movement. He said that there was a time in India when
charkha was considered as important as household hearth and he requested
the people to give that place of honour once more to this little but powerful
instrument. He appealed to the audience to religiously avoid all foreign
clothes and clothe themselves in pure khadi, woven by their own brothers
with yarn spun by their own starving sisters.

Continuing, he spoke a few words on untouchability and said that bad
practice in the garb of religion, as untouchability certainly was, was doubly
condemnable. He appealed to the Hindus in the name of Swami Shraddhanand
to abolish this pernicious custom and said that the best way they could com-
memorate the name of the great saint was by removing this evil. He hoped
that the Hindus and the Muslims should clean their hearts with the blood
of Swami Shraddhanand and, undaunted like him, march hand in hand to
their desired goal.

The Searchlight, 4-2-1927

20. SPEECH AT FAMUI

Fanuary 27, 1927

Mahatmaji thanked the people on behalf of the All-India Spinners’
Association for presenting him the purse and said that the money would be
credited to the account of the All-India Deshbandhu Memorial Fund. He ex-
plained the circumstances in which the said fund was inaugurated and said
that the Fund was to be utilized to achieve the object which was dearest
to Deshbandhu’s heart at the time of his death, namely, khaddar work. He
said that the collection for the Fund was stopped for one year because of
his vowl, but now that the period of his vow was over he hoped to tour all
over the country to collect money for it.

1 Vide Vol. XXIX, pp. 380-2.
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Continuing, he said if they wanted village reconstruction, if they wanted
to serve the poor, if they wanted to make their relation with the villagers
purer, they could proceed on one line alone—and that was, he said, the line
of charkha. They had sinned by so long neglecting the poor, they had lived
upon the hard-earned wealth of the poor cultivators, they had exploited them
as Europe is exploiting Asia, and as a punishment for these sins they had
fallen into their present abject state. They must do penance to expiate all
these sins and for that purpose, they must serve those who have been serving
them so long. How could they do so? It was not possible, he said, for all
men to go into the villages and serve the labourers and cultivators personally.
But they might serve them by giving them some sort of financial help and they
could best do so by giving them an occupation.

Continuing, he said that spinning was the only industry which might
flourish in every cottage and it was the work which was capable of being
joined in by all persons irrespective of their age, sex, position and learning.
Working at the charkha, he said, was a mahayajna, and he invited all to parti-
cipate in it. He exhorted the audience to use khaddar in preference to all
other sorts of cloth and said that the only unfounded arguments that they might
put forward against wearing of khadi were that it was coarse and it was dear.
But should they refuse the gift of their mother and go a-begging from door to
door for better food if the gift of their mother happens to be comparatively
worse? But then khaddar was gradually becoming finer and cheaper as well;
and, if they gave it adequate patronage, he assured them that it would be-
come finer and cheaper still. Whatever sacrifice the wearing of khaddar at
present involved, he said, is the sacrifice that they must undergo for expiating
all their past sins.

Continuing, he said that untouchability was a blot on the Hindu social
system and it should be wiped out as soon as possible if the Hindus wanted
to live as a race. He said that neither Manu nor Upanishad taught untouch-
ability as it was practised today. He appealed to the Hindus in the name of
Swami Shraddhanand to remove this pernicious custom and hoped that both
Hindus and Muslims should turn into good account the murder of the great
sannyasi by shaking off their cowardice and preparing them[selves] in every
possible way for the great battle for swaraj.

Concluding, he said that the purse presented to him did not contain the
gifts of all present in the meeting and he appealed to those who had not al-
ready paid to contribute according to their fullest capacity to the Fund for
khaddar work and thus worship the memory of the great Deshbandhu. He
requested the audience to purchase khaddar which was also stocked at the

meeting.

The Searchlight, 4-2-1927



21. ENTRY IN VISITORS® BOOK,
VANITA VISHRAM, SHAHABAD

Pausa Krishna 10, 1983 [ January 28, 1927]

On seeing the Vanita Vishram, I am highly pleased and also
equally distressed. I admire the donor and liked the quiet atmos-
phere around the premises. But I am distressed at the sight of a
seven-year-old widow. I would request the management not to
regard such girls as widows. It is not dharma, indeed it is the
opposite of dharma, to do so. Such girls should be regarded as
unmarried.

Mouanpas KaArRaMcHAND GANDHI
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 8044

22. CONVOCATION ADDRESS AT
BIHAR VIDYAPITH, PATNA!

Fanuary 30, 1927

[Gandhiji] hoped, at the outset, that the snatakas? would live in their lives
the vows they had solemnly taken that day and said, as he did at the time
of the Gujarat Vidyapith Convocation3, that the Vidyapith would have more
than justified its existence if it turned out even one ideal student and one ideal
teacher. For what was the function of these institutions? To discover gems,
no matter how few, “of the purest ray serene”. And he proceeded to give
reminiscences of his South African days:

I lived in South Africa for 20 years, but never once thought of going
to see the diamond mines there, partly because I was afraid lest
as an ‘untouchable’ I should be refused admission and insulted.
But when Gokhale was there I felt it my duty to show him the
chief industry of the place. There was no fear of his being insult-
ed. So we went to the biggest mine there, and saw scenes which I
have not forgotten. Mountains upon mountains of excavated earth
and stone and no diamonds! It was after millions were sunk
in excavating millions of tons of earth and stone that a handful
of precious stones could be discovered. And when Cullinan, the

1 From Mahadev Desai’s ‘“Weekly Letter”
2 Graduates
3 On November 28, 1926; vide Vol. XXXII, p. 382.
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owner, discovered the stone named after him—a stone larger than
the one which adorned the crown of the Czar and the Kohinoor
—after years of labour and millions of pounds had been spent on
it, you might imagine his joy. He felt that his lifework was
done. If we should not grudge to spend any amount of labour
and capital on a thing which had but an artificial value, how
much should we spend on excavating jewels from the human
mine ? Let us work away in that spirit.

That was an apt simile, apter than Ruskin used when he coined that phrase
“manufacture of souls”. That manufacture is only in God’s power. We human
mortals have but to discover what is already there hidden by God.

He then referred to the positive and negative aspects of all non-co-opera-
ting institutions. The negative which consisted of withdrawal of all connec-
tion with Government had been already achieved by the existing institutions.
When he thought of the number of students and teachers that he had called
out, he felt not the slightest regret. Nor did he feel repentant for the fact that
many of these had gone back, that many were discontented and unhappy. He
felt sorry for them, they had his deep sympathy, but regret or repentance he
had none.

These troubles and sorrows are our daily lot, should be our
daily lot. If observance of truth was a bed of roses, if truth cost
one nothing and was all happiness and ease, there would be no
beauty about it. We must adhere to truth even if the heavens
should fall. What matters it, if by following truth we were to lose
the whole world including even India? We shall be true vota-
ries of truth only if we follow it to death, in the conviction that under
God we will get back the things we hold dear including India.
I know that a large number of our teachers and professors are rest-
less, a few are starving. That is true penance necessary for a proper
cleansing of the national atmosphere.

That was the negative aspect and he was glad it had been carried out
and a fair share of penance had been gone through. But this dual world had
a positive aspect too, and one which was more difficult if also more perma-
nent. Where else was it to be fulfilled except in institutions like the Vidya-
pith? And he drew a contrast between the method of education followed in
Europe and that followed in India.

In Europe the education follows the peculiar genius of the people.
One thing is taught in three different countries in three different
ways according to the varying culture and genius of each. Only
we delight in slavishly following the English model. The whole
objective of the present system was to make us faithful imitators
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of the West. There is nothing novel in this, it is but the natural
outcome of our having entrusted our affairs to those who never
cared to know us. Poor Macaulay! What could he do? He
sincerely believed that our Sanskrit literature was all supersti-
tion and he seriously thought he would give us something whole-
some in the shape of Western culture! Let us not abuse him for
having unintentionally worked our ruin. As a result of English
being the medium of instruction, we have lost all originality. We
have become birds without wings. The most we aspire to is a clerk-
ship or editorship. One of us may under the system be a Lord
Sinha, but everyone at best is designed to be part of the huge
foreign machine. At Muzaffarpur a boy came and asked me if
by going to a national school he could one day be a /la#!
saheb. I said, “No, you can be a village /lat, but not a Lord
Sinha. Only Lord Birkenhead can make you that.”

He referred to the craze for more and more palatial buildings raised out
of the money of the poor, and raised for the purpose of giving an education
which was denied to the poor.

I had an occasion to visit the Economic Institute at Allahabad.
As Prof. Jevons showed me over it and I was told that it had
cost Rs. 30 lakhs (if my memory serves me right), I shuddered.
You could not raise these palaces but by starving millions. Look
at New Delhi which tells the same tale. Look at the grand im-
provements in first and second class carriages on railways. The
whole trend is to think of the privileged few and to neglect the
poor. If this is not Satanic, what is it ? If I must tell the truth
I can say nothing less. I have no quarrel with those who conceiv-
ed the system. They could not do otherwise. How is an elephant
to think for an ant?  As Sir Lepel Griffin once put it in his speech
as member of the South African Deputation, only the toad under
the harrow knows where it pinches.? The arrangement of our affairs
is in their hands and with the best will in the world, the best of
them could not order our affairs as well as we could. For theirs
is a diametrically opposite conception to ours. They think in the
terms of the privileged few. We must think in the terms of the
teeming millions. . . .

Let the snatakas take their degrees, learn anything they like,
but let it centre round the charkha, let their economics and their
science subserve the purpose of the charkha. Do not relegate the
charkha to an odd corner. The charkha is the Sun of the solar

I Lord
2 Vide Vol. VI, p. 114.
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system of our activities. Without it Vidyapiths are Vidyapiths in
name. Lord Irwin told God’s truth when he said that for any ad-
vancement through the Councils we should look to the British
Parliament. Let us not be angry with him. He cannot think
but in the terms of the Parliament. The Sun of his system is
London, the Sun of our system is the charkha. I may be mistaken
in this, but, so far as I am not convinced of the mistake, I shall
treasure it. The charkha at any rate is incapable of harming any-
body and without it we and, if I may say so, even the world
will go to rack and ruin. We know what Europe has been feel-
ing after the War in which lies were propagated as the highest
religion. The world is weary of the after-effects of the War and
even as the charkha is India’s comforter today, it may be the
world’s tomorrow, because it stands not for the greatest good of
the greatest number but for the greatest good of all. Whenever I
see an erring man, I say to myself I have also erred; when I see
a lustful man I say to myself, so was I once; and in this way I
feel kinship with everyone in the world and feel that I cannot be
happy without the humblest of us being happy. It is in this
sense that I want you to make the charkha the centre of your
studies. Just as Prahlada saw Rama everywhere and Tulsidas
could see nothing but Rama even in the image of Krishna, let all
your learning be directed to realizing the implications of the
charkha. Our science, our carpentry, our economics should all be
utilized for making the charkha the prop and mainstay of our
poorest. I know in Gujarat Vidyapith we have not yet succeed-
ed in doing it, you are not doing it. I am not saying this in a
spirit of complaint. I am simply pouring out the agony of my
heart. May you all understand it.

The rest was an appeal for helping the Vidyapith and it evoked a hearty
response from all present. Rs. 2,000 were promised and over Rs. 600 were col-
lected on the spot.

Young India, 10-2-1927



23. SPEECH AT INAUGURATION OF KHADI EXHIBITION,
PATNA

Fanuary 30, 1927

Mahatma Gandhi in declaring the exhibition! open said that it was a pity
that there was felt the necessity of holding an exhibition of khadi. It was not
a matter of congratulation at all, for generally exhibitions were held of
such things only as were not popular with the people. There was no need felt
of holding an exhibition of ordinary rice or wheat or even of foreign or mill-
made cloth for there was hardly any corner in the country where the latter
was not found in abundance. There was hardly any difference between foreign
imported cloth or the mill-made cloth of the country. Both were equal in his
eyes because in both cases the major portion of the money went to the rich
and the pampered mill-owners and very little, indeed a miserably small
amount, to the poor labourers. When he started khaddar work, the mill-owners
of Ahmedabad, many of whom he counted as his friends, told him that it was
all useless for instead of the people, as he wanted, they would be greatly bene-
fited, for khadi would never be able to compete with them. In fact they pro-
duced a new kind of cloth made of the refuse of cotton just to kill khadi in
competition. It was the mill-owners who killed swadeshi in Bengal by
raising the prices of their cloth and also not unoften by palming off foreign
productions in the name of swadeshi. They justly reminded him of the fact
that their mill industry was not based on patriotism or love of people but exis-
ted solely as a business enterprise and was meant for giving as large a dividend
to their shareholders as possible. But when later they came to understand
that he was trying to achieve things quite different from what was sought to
be done during the swadeshi agitation days, they began to appreciate his
efforts. Proceeding, Mahatmaji exhorted the people not to use foreign or mill-
made cloth. It was their dharma to go in for khadi and khadi alone. Their
clothes should be made only in the villages as was the case only fifty years
back. He wanted to revive the same good old days of charkha—hand-spinning
and hand-weaving. Economists were of the opinion that Gandhi was trying to
achieve an impossible thing. Some people also humorously observed that when
Gandhi died there would be no dearth of fuel for burning his mortal frame,
for he had made ample provision for the same beforehand in the shape of so
many charkhas that he had got prepared. But all the same it was a fact that
in the mill industry the poor labourers barely got a pice out of every rupee worth
of things that they produced—it was never even one anna. Mahatmaji,

1 Organized by the Bihar Branch of All-India Spinners’ Association at
Shrimati Radhika Sinha Institute Hall
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proceeding, explained at length with reference to some charts the present econo-
mic condition of the people. He referred to the various estimates of the income
of the people made by Dadabhai Naoroji, Lord Curzon and R. C. Dutt and said:

Look, how this long strip! of red representing the per capita
income of U.S.A. compares with the little speck which represents
that of India. Whereas the one is over Rs. 14 a day, the other is
13 anna a day! Compare the incomes of other countries—England,
France, Japan, which are respectively Rs. 7, 6, and 5 a day. And
even this 1} anna a day is the average. The actual income of the
vast majority of our poor people would be still less, if you were to
keep out of account the income of salaried ministers and execu-
tive councillors, of a few barristers and fewer millionaires. I ask
you in all humility to suggest some way wherewith you can
supplement this scanty income. I have been asking one and all
but without avail. As a result of hard thinking and living contact
with the millions during recent years I have suggested the charkha
as the only means calculated to supplement this income. . . .

This? production means Rs. 30,000 distributed to 3,000 of the
poor women of Bihar. Come with me to the khadi centres of
Darbhanga and see the joy and happiness the charkha has brought
to those Hindu and Mussalman women. If I cannot give work to
more it is not my fault, but yours. If you do not care to pur-
chase the products of their hands the work cannot progress. Every
yard of khaddar you purchase means a few coppers in the hands
of those women. A few coppers, and not more. But it means a
few coppers where none was earned before. I saw the fallen
women in Rajahmundry and Barisal. A young girl came and said
to me, ‘Gandhi, what can your charkha give us? The men who
come to us pay us Rs. 5 to 10 for a few minutes!” I said to her
the charkha could not give them that, but if they renounced the
life of shame I could arrange to teach them spinning and weaving
and help them to earn a decent living. As I listened to that girl
my heart sank within me and I asked God why I was also not
born a woman. Butif I was not born a woman I can become
a woman and it is for the women of India, a large number of
whom do not get even an anna a day, that I am going about the
country with my spinning-wheel and my begging bowl.?

1 In the chart of daily income per head in different countries of the world
prepared by the students of the Vidyapith at Patna

2 Referring to the charts of production and sale of khadi

3 This and the preceding paragraph are taken from Young India, 10-2-1927,
and the one which follows is from Navajivan, 6-2-1927.
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I cajole you for the sake of those sisters. I am not ashamed
of cajoling even the Government. I want the co-operation of the
Viceroy and the ministers for the khadi and charkha activities.
Give me money out of your transferred departments, make
your servants wear khadi, introduce charkhas in your schools, your-
selves wear khadi.

The present was his third tour round the country. He thought there were
few among educated Biharis who had come in as much intimate contact with
the poor in the villages of this province as he. And after making a personal
study of their miserable condition he had come to the conclusion that charkha
alone could be the solution of their poverty. Some said that with non-co-
operation khaddar too was dead. But that was not the case; on the contrary,
it had made considerable progress. But he was not satisfied with the same. His
aim was to provide food and occupation to the millions; they had not even
reached the figure of lakhs. . .

Khadi was a common platform that he had created for both the officials
and the non-officials, for the Hindus and the Mussalmans. But he could not
help it if the Hindus thought that it was to benefit the Mussalmans inas-
much as the weavers were Mussalmans and if the Mussalmans thought that
it was to benefit the Hindus, for the spinners were Hindu women. As a matter
of fact both the communities were benefited for the weavers and spinners were
both Hindus and Mussalmans. People also complained that khadi was coarse
and rough. But he asked, would they refuse the bread prepared by their
mother if it was coarse in preference to the fine biscuits of Delhi. He hoped
not. He recommended the prize essay ‘“‘Hand-spinning and Hand-weaving”,
by Prof. S. V. Puntambekar and Sjt. Varadachari for their careful perusal and
concluded by earnestly appealing to all particularly to the educated and the
rich—to take to charkha and khadi and thus create an atmosphere for it in
the country. When once that was done there would be no need for any
exhibition of the kind that he was going to open that evening. It behoved
them to do something for the poor in the villages at whose expense they in
towns and cities had been thriving so long.

The Searchlight, 2-2-1927



24, LETTER TO MIRABEHN
FJanuary 31, 1927

CHI. MIRA,

I have all your letters delivered in good time. The postal ar-
rangements are extraordinarily good. Nothing has miscarried
in spite of this incessant travelling.

We leave Bihar tonight not without regret on my part. Bihar
has its own charms for me.

I must write a summary letter as there is much to write during
the time I have.

You may take the following vow after calling together the chief
friends there so that they may not be upset. Restrict yourself to
three meals only the last not to be after 7 p.m. No ghee to be
smeared on bhakharis!, vegetables only plain boiled with or with-
out salt. Milk unsweetened, no more than two vegetables at a
time, no more than three fruits at a time, no limitation on drinks
of water with lemon, honey, sugar, salt, soda. The vow to last
till 20th March for the time being. This does not exclude any-
thing taken for medicinal purposes. The whole is subject to
alteration in the event of illness.

I think the above restrictions should answer the whole pur-
pose. We must discuss the desirability of extending the period
when we meet.2

No occasion to worry about feel[ing] over-healthy so long as
you do not become so fat as to make you unfit for brisk work.
There is no danger of that happening. But in any event the vow
obviates the remotest risk.

I had taken a mental note of your judgment against guru-
kuls but did not intend to say anything about [it]. Criticism of
everything one does not approve stifles independent judgment or
its expression especially when that criticism comes from loved
ones. But I am glad of your own correction. Only you will not
unnecessarily agitate yourself about these things. Self-correction
should result in exhilaration.?

1 “Rotis prepared with ghee and salt.” (Mirabehn)

2 “As far as I remember I prolonged, with Bapu’s permission, this food
vow up to one year, after which simple food became a natural habit.”

3 “Bapu had refrained from criticizing something he had not approved
of in a previous letter of mine.”
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No more can be written now as I must walk out to the station,
three miles, just time enough to catch the train comfortably.
With love,

Baru
[PS.]
Here are the chief places of pilgrimage. There are three per day.

2nd Gondia

3rd Wardha

4th Wun

5th Yeotmal, Berar
6-7 Akola

The other places not quite fixed, but for letters to reach me
after 7th, unless I advise to the contrary, address Khadi Bhandar,
Jalgaon, G.I.P. Rly.

Baru
From the original: C.W. 5201. Courtesy: Mirabehn

25. LETTER TO ASHRAM WOMEN
Monday, Posh Vad 13 [ fanuary 31, 19271

DEAR SISTERS,

Monday has come round again. This time I have not yet
received your letter. Today we are in Patna. It is very quiet
here. The Vidyapith, so dear to Rajendra Babu, is located here.
It is situated amid the fields on the bank of the Ganga. There are
no buildings around. The scene is good on the whole. Owing to
the annual function of the Vidyapith, teachers and boys have
come from various places. All the Ashram buildings are, there-
fore, crowded.

I intend to add to your work and to that of the Ashram. The
womenfolk of the workers here are more handicapped than our
women. Some of them are desirous of coming there for a short
time. I do not propose to stand in their way. On the contrary,
I am encouraging them to go. I am sure if some of them came
there, you would welcome them, and shoulder the responsibility.
The idea in sending them there is that they may gain a little
knowledge and learn spinning and carding. It is my hope that
on their return they will work among the women here.

I Gandhiji was in Patna at the end of January 1927.

XXXIII-3
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If any of you have anything to suggest in this matter, certainly
do so. Check me if I am in too great a hurry. One who is in
distress does not stop to weigh and consider. Regard me as such.
I cannot bear to see the helpless state of these women. There, too,
we are fairly helpless; but these people here are even more so.

Blessings from
Bapu

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3637

26. LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI
Stlence Day [ January 31, 192711

CHI. MAGANLAL,
Wire me when Rukhi is operated upon. Please also inform
the doctor about her nervousness.
Herewith the other letters too from Mirabehn.
Blessings from
Baru

From Gujarati: C.W. 7771. Courtesy: Radhabehn Chaudhri

27. LETTER TO VITHTHALDAS V. JERAJANI

PatNa,
Monday [ January 31, 1927]

BHAISHRI VITHTHALDAS,

I have your letter. About the sales I shall write in April in
Navajivan and Young India. Ahmednagar District has been allot-
ted the 16th; so, I think, I should reach Bombay before that. I
do not yet have the detailed programme.

Blessings from
Baru
[PS.]
3rd Wardha 5th Yeotmal
4th Wun 6-7 Akola

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9762

1 Vide “Letter to Maganlal Gandhi”, 25-1-1927.



28. MESSAGE TO “REVIEW OF NATIONS!

[Before February 1, 1927]

What message shall I send you save to say that my nationalism
is intense internationalism? I am sick of the strife between
nations or religions.

The Modern Review, February 1927

29. LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI

Tuesday [February 1, 19271*
CHI. MAGANLAL,

Herewith a letter from Mirabehn. I hope you have been
making arrangements about Vijapur.

You are to submit to Sir Gangaram a statement about the
programme and the accounts of our agricultural activities, so that
he can offer us some advice. This should include the area and a
map of our land, the nature of the soil, what crops it can grow,
what use it is now put to and all that, and also the sources of our
water supply.

The dairy expert should come about this time.

Please honour the Aundi® that Jesukhlal will draw for stock-

ing cotton or send him what he asks for. Narandas knows the
limit to which you may go.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 7759. Courtesy: Radhabehn Chaudhri

1 Founded by Felix Valyi of 6, rue de Hollande, Geneva, Switzerland

2 The addressee was reminded about the statement to Sir Gangaram
in a letter dated February 7, 1927.

3Bill of exchange



30. TELEGRAM TO JAMNALAL BAJAF

CALCUTTA,
February 1, 1927

JamnaLaL Bajajg
WARDHA

ONLY THOSE NECESSARY WILL REMAIN GONDIA
OTHERS WARDHA.
GANDHI
[From Hindi]
Panchven Putrako Bapuke Ashirvad, p. 63

31. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI
[Before February 2, 19271

CHI. PRABHAVATI,

I hope you have my earlier letter. Your father and I are
trying our best to have you sent to the Ashram, and we hope to
succeed. I have already written to your father-in-law. In the
mean while you should try to cheer up your mother-in-law and
serve her sincerely. Dharma tells us that the mother-in-law too
is like the mother. The truth is that service, to whomsoever it may
be rendered, ennobles the soul. Even while you stay with your
parents-in-law, you should continue your studies, if you find the
time. Write to me regularly.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 3337

1 Vide <“Letter to Prabhavati”, 2-2-1927.



32. LETTER TO BRIJKISHORE PRASAD
Wednesday [February 2, 19271

BHAI BRIJKISHORE PRASAD,

I was a little disappointed that Prabhavati was restrained.
The few of us who wish to serve dharma and the country will have
to shake off our fear of the Government and the community. I
think Chi. Prabhavati can become a useful worker; she is an
intelligent, industrious and virtuous woman, eager to serve. There
is no end to the encouragement we could give to such a girl.

I spoke to her father-in-law. He said he would have had no
objection to my taking Prabhavati to Arrah. He is even prepared
to send her to the Ashram when her mother-in-law is better. I
would now suggest that Prabhavati should be sent soon to the
Ashram. As long as her mother-in-law needs her she should
stay there to nurse her.

Why not go to Bombay or Calcutta and consult some doc-
tor? You ought to improve your health. What is the sense in re-
maining a perpetual patient?

Yours,
MoHANDAS

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 3316

33. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI
[February 2, 19271*

CHI. PRABHAVATI,

I had a long talk with your father-in-law. He for one was
agreeable to your going with me to Arrah, and also to your
joining the Ashram. Now you may speak to your father. You
should leave for the Ashram when your mother-in-law gets well.
Try to take along with you Vidyavati and Chandramukhi, if your
father permits.

I Gandhiji was in Arrah on January 28 and the letter seems to have
been written thereafter.

21t appears that this letter was written on the same date as the preced-
ing one to Brijkishore Prasad.
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I have great hopes in you.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 3304

34. LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI

OnN THE TRAIN To GONDIA,
Wednesday [February 2, 19271

CHI. MAGANLAL,

I hope you have the envelope I sent you, stuffed with letters
from Mirabehn. Herewith I am sending other letters. I hope you
preserve them, do you not? You must be giving them to
Kaka Saheb for reading; if not please do so.

I got the telegram about Rukhi’s operation after I left Patna.
It is excellent that it has been done. I hope to get the detailed
report at Wardha.

Ask John to write to me. What is his Indian name? Would
he like to be known by his Indian name or by his English name?
Has Giriraj left any message?

From Manibehn’s letter it appears that the mess is not be-
ing very well run, that vegetables dry up for days before they
are cooked. Of course she has not seen this herself but some such
reports have reached her. It is because of this and because I
myself trust Shankar that I hope the reports may not be correct.
However, I acquaint you even with this vague rumour because
of my keen desire to see that the mess runs irreproachably.

The train will soon reach Gondia. I finish this during the
final halt.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

Tell Champa that her jewels have come to Bombay. Now
they will go to Sabarmati. Perhaps it would be wise not to let
everyone read those letters of Mirabehn which contain some
adverse comments. Use your own discretion.

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 7773. Courtesy: Radhabehn Chaudhri

1 From the reference to Rukhi’s operation and Gandhiji’s journey to
Gondia



35. LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI!

GONDIA,
Wednesday [February 2, 1927

. . . He does not appear to have been satisfied. But it was his duty to
have come there. In all decency he had to stand by your side
during the time of Rukhi’s delicate condition. It has also struck
me that he can no more carry on in the workshops there. He
already has what the workshops could offer him. He needs must
rise on his own. I have suggested to him to become your
secretary and learn to do your work. His serviceability during
Rukhi’s illness is one thing. It is, however, a different matter what
he should take up as a regular job. You may please think about
it and write to me what you feel.

7.2 For six months Vikram has not to study but only to put in
manual work. He has to do spinning and weaving. You should
therefore take from him such work as you think right. I like
him. Besides he is related to Vasumatibehn, though he has come
to us direct.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 8694. Courtesy: Radhabehn Chaudhri

36. SPEECH AT TUMSAR?

February 2, 1927

My action is my speech. . . . I did not speak at Gondia.
I simply sold Rs. 500 worth of khadi and I was glad. Why
was I glad, knowing as I did that when crores of rupees worth
of cloth is dumped down in our country from abroad, Rs. 500
worth khadi is a drop in the ocean? I know the shame of my
having to sell khadi and tempt you with cash-memos signed
by myself. But what am I to do when you will not understand
the value of such a simple thing as khadi?

Young India, 17-2-1927

1 The earlier part of this letter is not available.
2 As in the source
3 From Mahadev Desai’s ‘“Weekly Letter”



37. AILS.A. NEWS

The A.L.S.A. has begun the year well. The number of mem-
bers on the roll on the 20th January 1926 was A class 2,334,
B class 415. The number on the same date this year was A class
1,458, B class 115 and juveniles 159. Out of the 1,458 members
1,212 are old members, whilst 246 are new. The number of mem-
bers who regularly sent in their quota last year was 1,077, which
means that this year we have already 135 more regular subscri-
bers, besides the new members. Let those who failed to pay their
quota last year send in three months’ subscription and become
fresh members for this year.

The Technical Department has begun examining the yarn
of the members in right earnest, no less than 464 members’ yarn
having been examined up to now and result thereof intimated to
them. The form of receipt for yarn will now contain the test,
evenness and count of the yarn of the member last examined by
the Technical Department.

Here are a few of the good yarn samples tested by the
Technical Department:

Unifor-

Test mity  Count

Sjt. V. S. Dandekar, Banaras 94 94 30
,»  Velji Lakhamsi Nappu,

Matunga, Bombay 94 96 25

’ V. V. Jerajani, Bombay 87 96 13

L, Govindbhai Patel, Gujarat 87 93 14

s Bhailal Bajibhai, Gujarat 86 92 10

, Parbhudas Saraiya, Gujarat 100 79 21

From bad to good, then to better and then to best should be
the motto of every one of us. All agents have been circularized
by the A.I.S.A. Council to send to the Technical Department
pieces of four square yards of every variety of cloth manufactured
at their depots along with a hank of yarn from which the cloth
was woven, for the purpose of examining the quality of the cloth
and cataloguing the different varieties made in the country.
Only five centres have so far responded, and that too with infor-
mation indifferently filled in. I hope there will be no more
delay on the part of the rest and that those who have sent in-
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complete information will complete it. Every piece must be ac-
companied by a label containing the following items of infor-
mation :

Length of the whole piece

Width

Number of threads in warp and woof
Weight of a square yard

Cost price and sale price

O 90

Many people desire the Prize Essay on ‘“‘Hand-spinning and
Hand-weaving™ to be sent them by V. P. P. Apart from the extra
cost of registration, etc., it means a lot of inconvenience and
delay. One V.P.P. was refused. The book will not now be sent
by V.P.P. Let intending purchasers send M.O. for Re. 1 and 2}
annas to cover postage.

Young India, 3-2-1927

38. OUR HELPLESSNESS

So the fiat has gone forth that India is to send Indian sol-
diers to China, in reality to aid in suppressing China’s bid for free-
dom, ostensibly to protect the foreigners. The Legislative As-
sembly had no voice in the matter. It had not even the power
to express its academic opinion. The Viceroy considered it inexpe-
dient for the Assembly to do so. That was enough to prevent
the Assembly from voicing its feelings.

And vyet it is as vital a matter as could be imagined for the
members of the Assembly not merely to discuss but to direct
India’s foreign policy. Our helplessness becomes never so appa-
rent as when Indian soldiers are shamelessly used to crush other
people’s freedom. Indeed, India is the key to the exploitation
of the Asiatic and other non-European races of the earth. She is
held under bondage not merely for the sake of her own ex-
ploitation but that of her neighbours near and distant.

No wonder the Viceroy was emphatic and unequivocal in his
pronouncement that for any advance upon the so-called reforms,
India had to wait on the British Parliament on bended knee. She
is to expect nothing as of right. Historical events have given Bri-
tain the mastery over India and she means to retain it so long
as she can. Every reform has to be subject to that one supreme
condition.
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Here then there is an outlook which no self-respecting Indian
can accept. British mastery is the one thing that India cannot
tolerate. It was to make this position absolutely clear that the
Independents fought at Gauhati for unequivocal independence for
the country. That it could not be had for the moment did not
matter much to them. They wanted the nation to realize that
goal and no other.

Men like me cling to their faith in human nature and
expect to bend even the haughty English spirit, all appearances to
the contrary notwithstanding. But whether it be Dominion status
or any other, they do not want to be under the British Govern-
ment; they want absolute equality. They, not the English Gov-
ernment, should be able to say what their soldiers will do, where
they will go.

This real vital power is not to be had through working the
reforms now. That power has to come from within and from the
bottom. It is then possible to work any constitution. Today it is
impossible to work any constitution with effect. We have not the
internal capacity. We have not got the needed influence over the
people. That influence can only come through real selfless service.
So long as we fail to realize this central fact, every one of our
activities must ultimately turn to nothingness.

Let not the impatient reader laugh when I mention the
spinning-wheel in this connection. I hold that it is impossible
for us to establish a living vital connection with the masses unless
we will work for them, through them and in their midst, not as
their patrons but as their servants.

Let the impatient reader know that these masses for whom
he is called upon to work, in whose name he would like to speak,
are underfed, underclothed and living for the most part in enforc-
ed idleness. Let the Viceregal embargo on the Chinese resolu-
tion and His Excellency’s frank pronouncement about reforms
open our eyes to the stern reality.

It is well that the Working Committee of the Congress has
washed its hands clean of the immoral transaction which the im-
pending departure of Indian soldiers for China is. Let the
struggling Chinese know that our soldiers will go to China only
because we are if possible more helpless than they. This is not
the first time that Indian soldiers will go to China to suppress her
freedom. Lowes Dickinson! by his immortal Letters of Fohn China-

11862-1932; English essayist; author of The Meaning of Good, Fustice and
Liberty, The European Anarchy, War: Its Nature, Cause and Cure, etc.
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man has shown us how Indian soldiers were taken to China to
impose opium upon her. We know what the powers miscalled
Christian have done in China. But no nation that is prepared to
pay the price can be baulked of her freedom for ever. And it is
well with China, as she seems to be prepared to pay the price
required.

Young India, 3-2-1927

39. INSANITARY GAYA

I have no desire to advertise the insanitation of Gaya, a prince
among the holy places of Hinduism. It was because my Hindu soul
rebelled against the stinking cesspools I saw in a principal street
of Gaya that I was obliged to draw pointed attention to it in
my reply to the address of the Gaya Municipality!. I am aware
that there are many holy places which are insanitary enough.
But I do not remember having seen anything like what I saw in
Gaya. It is possible that I have not been taken to the dirty
places in other sacred places. But insanitation need not be weighed
in golden scales. Gaya I am using merely as an example in order
to draw the attention of all municipalities that sanitation of their
cities must be their first care. This one thing must be above
municipal politics, parties and intrigues. Just as it must be the
care of every party in a municipality to keep its finance pure
and above suspicion, so must it be the sacred duty of every party
in a municipality to keep the sanitation of its city in perfect order
and above suspicion. Every municipality should constitute itself
a model school for teaching the science of sanitation. Of city sani-
tation we have not yet much knowledge. We do not mind what
happens to our neighbours, so long as our own houses are in
fair order. We do not know the use of city latrines. We do not
know how to use our drains. It has to be admitted therefore
that our municipalities have an arduous task before them in
handling this great and important problem. But handled it must
be whatever the difficulties. It becomes much more important in
sacred cities which are visited by lakhs of people from year to year.
There was no reason for the foul cesspools I noticed in Gaya.
There is no reason why people should be allowed to dirty river banks.
There are many things which municipalities can, if they will
only treat the cities under their care as if they were their own houses,
remedy without much difficulty or hindrance from the citizens.

1 Vide Vol. XXXII, pp. 563-5.
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But the difficulty comes from within. Municipal councillors
are often indifferent and sometimes obstruct their own elected
chairman. Sometimes they are absorbed in internal quarrels and
neglect sanitation. It is high time that we developed a healthy sense
of civic duty. In this matter we have much to learn from the West.
People of the West are builders of big cities. They know the
value of fresh air, clean water and clean surroundings. Any city
that would attend to its sanitation in a proper spirit will add
to both its health and wealth. Sacred cities ought to lead the way
in this matter. They have opportunities which other cities do not
possess. There is a great deal of wisdom in the English proverb
“Cleanliness is next to godliness”. Manu, Moses and Mahomed
have laid down laws of sanitation suited to their times. These have
to be elaborated in keeping with the modern requirements. It is
enough to know from these ancient law-givers that they held
cleanliness to be part of a truly religious life.

Young India, 3-2-1927

40. TEAR DOWN THE PURDAH

Whenever I have gone to Bengal, Bihar or the United Pro-
vinces, I have observed the purdah system more strictly followed
than in the other Provinces. But when I addressed a meeting at
Darbhanga late at night and amid calm surroundings free from
noise and bustle and unmanageable crowds, I found in front of
me men, but behind me and behind the screen were women of
whose presence I knew nothing till my attention was drawn to
it. The function was in connection with the laying of the founda-
tion-stone of an orphanage, but I was called upon to address the
ladies behind the purdah. The sight of the screen behind which
my audience whose numbers I did not know was seated made
me sad. It pained and humiliated me deeply. I thought of the
wrong being done by men to the women of India by clinging to
a barbarous custom which, whatever use it might have had when
it was first introduced, had now become totally useless and was
doing incalculable harm to the country. All the education that
we have been receiving for the past 100 years seems to have
produced but little impression upon us, for I note that the purdah is
being retained even in educated households not because the edu-
cated men believe in it themselves but because they will not man-
fully resist the brutal custom and sweep it away at a stroke. I have
the privilege of addressing hundreds of meetings of women, attend-
ed by thousands. The din and the noise created at these meetings
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make it impossible to speak with any effect to the women who at-
tend them. Nothing better is to be expected so long as they are
caged and confined in their houses and little courtyards. When
therefore they find themselves congregated in a big room and are
expected all of a sudden to listen to someone, they do not know
what to do with themselves or with the speaker. And when
silence is restored it becomes difficult to interest them in many
everyday topics, for they know nothing of them having been
never allowed to breathe the fresh air of freedom. I know that
this is a somewhat exaggerated picture. I am quite aware of the
very high culture of these thousands of sisters whom I get the
privilege of addressing. I know that they are capable of rising to
the same height that men are capable of, and I know too that
they do have occasions to go out. But this is not to be put down
to the credit of the educated classes. The question is, why have
they not gone further? Why do not our women enjoy the same
freedom that men do? Why should they not be able to walk out
and have fresh air ?

Chastity is not a hot-house growth. It cannot be superimposed.
It cannot be protected by the surrounding wall of the purdah. It
must grow from within, and to be worth anything it must be
capable of withstanding every unsought temptation. It must be
as defiant as Sita’s. It must be a very poor thing that cannot stand
the gaze of men. Men, to be men, must be able to trust their
womenfolk, even as the latter are compelled to trust them. Let us
not live with one limb completely or partially paralysed. Rama
would be nowhere without Sita, free and independent even as
he was himself. But for robust independence Draupadi is perhaps a
better example. Sita was gentleness incarnate. She was a deli-
cate flower. Draupadi was a giant oak. She bent mighty Bhima
himself to her imperious will. Bhima was terrible to every one,
but he was a lamb before Draupadi. She stood in no need of
protection from anyone of the Pandavas. By seeking today to
interfere with the free growth of the womanhood of India we
are interfering with the growth of free and independent-spirited
men. What we are doing to our women and what we are doing
to the untouchables recoils upon our heads with a force thousand
times multiplied. It partly accounts for our! weakness, indeci-
sion, narrowness and helplessness. Let us then tear down the pur-
dah with one mighty effort.

Young India, 3-2-1927

33

1 The Source has ‘‘own”.



41. SPEECH AT CHANDA!

February 4, 1927

What am I to do with these garlands? This is no time to
be going about with garlands on, this is no time either for taking
milk and other things denied to the poor. How often have I
wished that I could sacrifice even the milk and give it to the poor,
starving women of the land! But I have desisted, for it would
be self-immolation. However unwillingly, I have to take it, and
keep myself alive, as long as God wills it, to serve them as best
as I can. Pray therefore do not throw away money on garlands.
For every rupee saved on these garlands you give 16 women one
meal. Are not we ashamed to be deaf to the cry of the poor on
whose toil we live, and from whose toil we draw our sustenance?
If you cannot even wear khadi manufactured by them, you had
better stop crying ‘Lokamanyaki jai’.? Show some of his spirit, do
some of his work, show in your action a particle of his over-
flowing love for the poor and then take his name.

Young India, 17-2-1927

42. INTERVIEW TO SAKLATWALA?

YEOTMAL,
[February 5, 19271*

“Imperialism must be ended. Why should we not succeed when China,
Russia, Mexico and other countries are getting success? Our voice will also
be heard, if we work with them. We would do what we desire if we have
the association of ten lakhs of workers. Differences there will be. Even Hindus
and Muslims have a right to fight. Other countries enjoy independence even
though they fight among themselves. We must declare that we want indepen-
dence.” This is the gist of the conversation Mr. Shapurji Saklatwala, M.P.,
had with Gandhiji at Yeotmal. . . .

The Communist M.P. believes khadi is not non-violent for it kills the
livelihood of Lancashire labour. There is no unity in khaddar. How can

! From Mahadev Desai’s ‘“Weekly Letter”

2 “Victory to Lokamanya”

3 As reported by Mahadev Desai in Navajivan, 13-2-1927 and released by
Free Press on the same date from Ahmedabad

4 Gandhiji was in Yeotmal on this date.
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we attain unity by spinning in the corner of houses ? Unity can be achieved
by working together in factories.

Gandhiji replied that what he said was being done. He said that he
would realize the difficulties that beset the path if he stayed here. Gandhiji
claimed that the united organized force which the M.P. talked of was being
brought about by khaddar. Gandhiji asked him to travel with him for a
few days and he (Gandhiji) would show him what was being brought about by
khaddar. Weavers, spinners and dyers, etc., are being united by khadi.

In the end, Mr. Saklatwala humorously remarked that they will have to
confine him (Gandhiji) even as the Sinn Feiners are confining their leaders,
and they will have to tell him: ‘“Lead us as we tell you.”

The Bombay Chronicle, 14-2-1927

43. LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL

ON THE WAY TO AKOLA,
Sunday, February 6, 1927

CHI. MANI,

I have your letter. You needs must improve your hand-
writing. The letters should be big and clear. It is not enough
to write a good hand on special occasions. We should write well
always, as Mahadev does.

You may attend Hariharbhai’s classes for the present. If
you make a habit of talking in Hindi you will soon pick it up.
You will learn it soon enough if you have a liking for it.

I will write to you when I get a reply from Karachi.

Become an expert in every process connected with spinning.
Do not leave out any one of them. In the course of my travels
I realize every moment the country’s need of a large number of
spinning teachers from among women of character.

You had no right to read the letter to Manilal Kothari, but
never mind if you have read it. Today no one is prepared to
believe that a young Indian woman can have the strength to ob-
serve brahmacharya. 1 yearn for the day when you and other Ashram
girls will have cured the people of their scepticism.

Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—Manibehn Patelne, pp. 51-2



44. LETTER TO ANANDI, MANI, TARA, CHANDAN
Sunday [February 6, 19271

CHI. ANANDI, MANI, TARA, CHANDAN,

Well, I have no time to write to each of you individually.
I am pleased to read the letters from all of you. All of you
girls should improve your handwriting. Get used to writing in
ink.

This paper with the feel of silk is a handmade product from
Nepal. Tulsi Maherji had sent it to me. It comes in very large
sheets. I have cut them into several pieces.

All of you girls should now form the habit of getting up early;
it is cold no more.

Ask Hari-ichchha to write to me. She could not wait for a
letter from me.

Today I shall be meeting Gomatibehn.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 4922. Courtesy: Hari-ichchhabehn
Kamdar

45. LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI?
[February 6, 192713

. . . has come. But can one force another to accept something as
his dharma? It binds him who voluntarily accepts it. We can
only explain things.

Ramachandra has written to Revashankarbhai about the
[water] lift. You can ask for Rs. 5,000. You should draw the rest
of the amount on the Ashram [account]. If the lift proves its uti-
lity we would recover our initial investment. What is the posi-
tion regarding the patent? Have you sent them a reply? . ..

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 7774-A. Courtesy: Radhabehn Chaudhri

1 Gomatibehn lived in Akola which Gandhiji visited on February 6,
1927.

2 The opening and the concluding portions of the letter are not available.

3 The letter is written on handmade silk-paper. Gandhiji mentions get-
ting such paper from Tulsi Maher; vide the preceding item.



46. SPEECH ON UNTOUCHABILITY, AKOLA!

February 6, 1927

My views on untouchability are not the product of my
Western education. I had formed them long before I went to
England, and long before I studied the scriptures, and in an at-
mosphere which was by no means favourable to those views. For
I was born in an orthodox Vaishnava family and yet ever since I
reached the years of discretion I have firmly held my uncompro-
mising views in the matter, which later comparative study of
Hinduism and experience have only confirmed. How in face of
the fact that no scriptural text mentions a fifth varna, and in face
of the express injunction of the Gita to regard a Brahmin and a
Bhangi as equals, we persist in maintaining this deep blot on
Hinduism, I cannot understand. Regarding a Brahmin and a
Bhangi as equals does not mean that you will not accord to a
true Brahmin the reverence that is due to him, but that the
Brahmin and the Bhangi are equally entitled to our service, that we
accord to the Bhangi the same rights of sending his children to
public schools, of visiting public temples, of the use of public
wells, etc., on the same basis as these rights are enjoyed by any
other Hindu. It is to the service of the untouchables that Shrad-
dhanandji devoted the best part of his life. He lived and moved
and had his being in the service of that suppressed class. What shall
I say of the attitude that persists in holding up a wholly irreligious
practice as religious ? Let us therefore search ourselves and purge
our hearts of all narrowness, let us realize that it is a just Neme-
sis that is punishing us in South Africa and that our treatment of
our brethren is no less iniquitous than the white man’s treatment
of our countrymen in South Africa.

Young India, 17-2-1927

1 From Mahadev Desai’s “Weekly Letter”

XXXIII-4



47. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

Unrevised February 7, 1927
CHI. MIRA,

This is written on handmade paper supplied from Nepal by
Tulsi Maher. He is here again with us. This is Kishorelal’s bro-
ther’s home. His wife Gomati has been ill. She is still bedridden
though there is no danger now. I see here several old faces. We
leave here tomorrow morning. Here are the dates:

9 Bhusaval 12  Amalner
10 Jalgaon 13-14 Dhulia
11 Chopda

After this, again I do not know.

I have your letter about the vow. I do not mind your inter-
pretation about the vegetables and fruit. Remember that a vow
should not cover merely the minimum but should deal with the
maximum. One would then strive always to be under and not
near the border line. However the period is short so it does not
much matter.

I have Prof. Ramdev’s letter but today I have no time left
for writing at length.

Yes, I am stronger than before. How long this will last, one
does not know.

With love,

Yours,
Baru

From the original: C.W. 5202. Courtesy: Mirabehn



48. LETTER TO ABBAS TYABjFI

AROLA,
February 7, 1927

MY DEAR BHRRR!,

I was delighted to receive your note. Of course you had great
success in Kathiawar. Ramdas told all about it.

Sohaila? certainly will have my blessings, if she and hers will
behave themselves and wear khadi.

Here is the letter you want for Dr. Mehta. But must you go
to Rangoon for the amount? Why can you not collect what you
can locally and the rest may be collected without your going to
Rangoon, seeing that you will allow Hindus to participate in
the contributions? Of course if you go to Rangoon you will

collect the small amount you mention in a few days.
With love,

Yours,
BHRRR
From a photostat: S.N. 9557
49. LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI
AxoLa,

Silence Day [February 7, 1927]
CHI. MAGANLAL,

I got your letter and Radha’s, and also other letters, ac-
quainting me with Rukhi’s progress. Now we need not worry on
her account. We are crushed under the triple burden of the doc-
tor’s services as also those rendered by others. We ought not to
think of repaying it. Even the thought of a token payment would
be sinful. We can return their kindness only with a general awa-
kening of our conscience. How can we make our young men and
women see this? Had we been householders, even a single such
illness would have consumed whatever Santok might have kept
back. But there is no end to the illnesses around us. Why, even

1 This was a form of greeting used by Gandhiji and Abbas Tyabji for each
other.

2 Addressee’s daughter who was engaged to Mahomed Habib of Aligarh
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amongst those whom Santok regards as her own there is no less
misery. . ..!

I expect that separate accounts of all these matters are pro-
perly maintained; I mean they ought to be. I would say they
are correctly maintained only if the rent and other items are cor-
rectly entered. I see you have been carrying rather a heavy
burden. You alone know how it should or could be lightened.
How are things going on at Vijapur? How much khadi has been
lying with us? Hurry up with the statement about our agricultural
activities, which is to be sent to Sir Gangaram. I have another
letter from him.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

Radha should not expect a separate letter for some time, but
she should write to me all the same.

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 7774. Courtesy: Radhabehn Chaudhri

50. LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI
[February 7, 192712

. .3 serve us and others should attend to our comforts. Do we
really deserve all this? Please think over this. It will be long before
we really serve the world. At the moment we just accept what the
world offers us, claiming to be social workers. Let us live up to
the world’s expectations of us. May I hope you will contribute
your full mite to achieve this?

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 8839. Courtesy: Radhabehn Chaudhri

1'As in the source

2From the reference to accepting services this appears to have been
written about the same time as the preceding letter.

3The earlier part of this letter is not available.



51. LETTER TO ASHRAM WOMEN

AxoLa,
Silence Day [February 7, 1927]

SISTERS,

Today I am observing my day of silence in the midst of the
members of our Ashram family. Kishorelalbhai, Gomatibehn,
Nathji, Tulsi Maher and Tara—are not all these to be regarded
as belonging to our Ashram? And who would regard Nanabhai,
his wife and Sushila as outsiders? So do not expect me to write
anything except about them this week.

Gomatibehn is still having a little fever, and is confined to
bed. But she is cheerful; no one could say from her face that she
was suffering from a long and serious illness. The reason for this
cheerfulness is her faith. May we all have such faith!

Kishorelalbhai is getting on as usual. It cannot be said that he
has acquired more strength. He even had fever and shivering last
night. The fever lasted for a short time and subsided.

Whenever there is illness among the dear ones, Nathji cannot
but be in their midst.

Nanabhai is perpetually ill. He is down with asthma but
his face shows great calm.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3638



52. LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI

AKoLA,
Silence Day [February 7, 1927
CHI. RAMDAS,

I have been getting your letters. You should improve your
health a great deal. Today we are here in the midst of Gomati-
behn, Kishorelalbhai and Tulsi Maher. And here too is Nathji.

Blessings from

Baru
[PS.]
Programme:
9 Bhusaval
10 Jalgaon
11 Chopda
12  Amalner

13-14 Dhulia

I do not know the subsequent programme.
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6853

53. LETTER TO V. A. SUNDARAM

February 8, 1927

MY DEAR SUNDARAM,

I am glad you are by Devdas’s side. His stay there is bound
to do him good. You should have an operation without delay for
Savitri’s tonsillitis. You had become irregular about sending me
weekly verses. I am glad you have now recommenced.

Yours,
Baru
From a photostat: G.N. 3198



54. LETTER TO MANILAL GANDHI

O~ THE TRAIN,
Tuesday [February 8, 1927]!

CHI. MANILAL,

Now I can let you have the news. I have almost settled the
betrothal. But although you have given me the authority to fina-
lize the matter I do not propose to exercise it.

Herewith a letter from Sushila; she is Tarabehn’s elder sister.
At 19 she is in good health though slightly hard of hearing. She
knows Gujarati and Marathi. She also understands Hindi and a
little English. She had her schooling up to the fourth form. I
send with this Sushila’s photograph. She is Kishorelalbhai’s niece.
Her parents are alive. Sushila is good at painting and also tries a
little music. She plays on the harmonium. She is good at house
work. She has herself written the letter without any help. She
has also been told that you were almost engaged in South Africa.
I would not have been able to find out a better match. Initially
the suggestion came from Jamnalalji. Sushila’s brother is to be
operated upon. The marriage can be fixed for the 11th of
March if he recovers [by then], and you can set sail immediately.
If the operation is not successful marriage would be postponed on
account of the mourning.

Now about you. I believe . . .2 you have no disease such as
syphilis or diabetes. I also told Sushila that . . .3 if you ever go
astray she should try to stop you and if you persist she should
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