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PREFACE

The two months, from April 16 to June 17, 1931, covered in
this volume show Gandhiji struggling, against increasing odds,
to get the Provisional Settlement implemented in the spirit of
mutual trust and co-operation which had inspired it. He found
the attempt, as he explained to C.F. Andrews, “an uphill fight”
(p. 51) “in the teeth of official sullenness, unwillingness and even
opposition” (p.89). The task was made harder still by the continu-
ance of terrorist activities, and Gandhiji strove patiently to con-
vince the extremists of the futility of violence in the Indian context.
Absence of a Hindu-Muslim agreement further complicated the
constitutional problem and made Gandhiji doubt the usefulness
of his attending the forthcoming Round Table Conference in
London. The fear of a possible breakdown of the Settlement in
his absence strengthened Gandhiji’s disinclination to go. In this
state of uncertainty, similar to what he had gone through before
the launching of the civil disobedience movement in March 1930,
Gandhiji relied, as he had done on that occasion, on the guidance
of his inner voice. “I refuse to speculate’’, he replied to a friend’s
caution against a hasty decision to go. I would go where the light
leads me in the fullest faith that all will be well if I follow it (p. 53).

The volume opens with a strong condemnation of “The Cult
of Violence”. Gandhiji regretted that the Congress resolution about
Bhagat Singh had had quite a contrary effect to what was intended
and seemed ‘‘to have given a passport for extolling” political mur-
ders. “I repeat my deliberate opinion’’;, he said, ‘“‘that whatever
may be true of other countries, in India at least political murder
can only harm the country” (p. 1). It was “through the non-violent
method alone”, he claimed, “‘that the phenomenal mass conscious-
ness, including the awakening of women, has come into being”
(p. 2). Giving ‘“hard facts” in support of his view that revolutionary
murder was futile, harmful and opposed to Indian tradition,
Gandhiji concluded: *. . . if I had a completely peaceful atmos-
phere we would have gained our end already” (p. 30). Gandhiji’s
stand on this issue was often misrepresented in Bengal, and he
was even accused of provincial bias (pp. 357-9.) “Bengal is as
dear to me as the Punjab”, Gandhiji replied, adding, “And I owe
a special debt to Bengal for the inspiration it gave me in my
youth’”. “But”, he declared, “whether I retain my hold on the
youth of Bengal or any other province or I do not, I must pro-
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claim my creed from the house-top. Freedom of India’s starving
millions is attainable only through Truth and Ahimsa” (p. 359).

The cult of violence was confined to a microscopic minority,
but its effect on the atmosphere was out of all proportion to the
size of its following. Gandhiji recognized that though the mass
of the people had remained non-violent in action during the civil
disobedience campaign, there was ‘“‘a great deal of thoughtless
approval of political murder” (p. 120) and that even civil resisters
were often guilty of “violence in thought and less often in speech”
(p. 1). Referring to an incident in Karachi where a “half-cracked
man’’ had collected unemployed and other labourers and tried to
use them to coerce merchants and moneyed men, Gandhiji warned
the country that the ‘“‘awakening of masses hitherto drugged into
sleep by ignorance and despotism can easily prove their own undo-
ing together with a wreckage of the social structure”, and urged
upon the people the imperative necessity of discipline. “Storms
and floods there always will be’’, he said, “but discipline is to
disorder what bulwarks and embankments are to storms and floods™
(p.140). Accordingly he advised workers to stop picketing if abso-
lute peacefulness could not be preserved (p. 96). Gandhiji also
cautioned Congressmen against hasty experiments in the revival
of Panchayats, lest they developed into new instruments of oppress-
ion. “No Panchayat, he advised, ‘“should have any authority
to impose fines, the only sanction behind its civil decrees being
its moral authority, strict impartiality and the willing obedience
of the parties concerned.” And likewise he also disapproved of
social boycott. “Social boycott in villages has been found to be
a dangerous weapon in the hands of ignorant or unscrupulous
men” (p. 240).

Gandhiji’s chief concern at this time, however, was to prevent
a breakdown of the Settlement. It was ‘“‘a gentleman’s agreement”
and he had, he assured H. W. Emerson, Home Secretary in the
Government of India, pledged his honour “to Lord Irwin that I
shall do nothing that I could honourably refrain from doing to
prevent a breakdown” (p. 48). Even though, as he told C.Y. Chinta-
mani, the Liberal leader, many occasions had arisen when he
might have broken up negotiations with local authorities, he was
not going lightly to declare war. The thought that it “would hurt
Lord Irwin to the quick would alone make me wait a thousand
times before embarking on any such step” (p. 267). But this self-
restraint sometimes proved agonizing. The officials, long accustomed
to rule the people without their authority ever being questioned,
found it impossible to adjust themselves to the relationship of mutual



[vii]

trust and co-operation envisaged in the Settlement. Local Govern-
ments, Gandhiji told Rajagopalachari, had evidently not liked the
Settlement. ““To get them to implement the Settlement is therefore
like drawing the lion’s teeth” (p. 163). The Commissioner of North-
ern Division, for instance, refused to concede that in matters rela-
ting to the Settlement “the Congress must be recognized as the inter-
mediary between the Government and the people whom the
Congress represents’” (pp. 21 & 43). For Gandhiji this raised “a
question of the first magnitude’ (p. 21) and he reported to the Home
Secretary that, so far as Gujarat was concerned, the Settlement was
in imminent danger of a breakdown (p. 25). The issue arose over
the Government threat of coercive processes to recover land revenue
dues in Gujarat over Gandhiji’s head. Innumerable other points
of dispute arose in all parts of the country, and Gandhiji was invited
to Simla for a detailed discussion with the Home Secretary. The
latter represented to Gandhiji the “Constitutional, political, Commu-
nal, financial, agrarian and terrorist’’ difficulties that the Govern-
ment faced, and appealed for a concerted effort by all to solve them
(p. 415). At the end of the meeting Mr. Emerson recorded his impres-
sion that Gandhiji was “more sincere than ever in his desire to
see the Settlement through” and had “definitely mellowed during
the past few months™ (p. 416). But though Gandhiji may have been
somewhat reassured about the Government’s intentions in regard
to the Settlement, his apprehensions regarding its future did not
altogether disappear. He could not still overcome his reluctance
to go to England, for, as he explained in a telegram to the Viceroy,
he “could not leave India whilst anxious difficulties are experienced
regarding its working” (p. 197). On the difficulties persisting,
Gandhiji was forced to propose ‘“‘the appointment of a permanent
Board of Arbitration to decide [the] question of interpretation of
the Settlement. . . > (p. 381).

The communal problem, too, remained unsolved. Delicate
negotiations had been going on behind the scenes, and Gandhiji had
been advised to watch them silently and express no views in public
(pp- 80 & 119). He had declared from the very beginning that he
would not go to the Round Table Conference until a communal
solution was found, and he reiterated his attitude whenever the
subject was referred to. Explaining his reason to Dr. M. A. Ansari,
a Nationalist Muslim leader, he asked: “What can I ask and what
strength can I put forth in the national demand if we are a house
divided against itself ?** (p.225). It seems, however, that Gandhiji
found it extremely difficult to come to a firm decision on this ques-
tion. “In this matter too’’, he wrote to C. Y. Chintamani, “I am
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feeling my way and, if I at all can, I would certainly attend the
Conference. I have come to no irrevocable decision’ (p.267). He
even considered the possibility of going to London to explain the
Congress position to responsible statesmen and the public, without
participating in the Conference (p. 254), and “to do a little lobbying
also” (p. 276), provided the working of the Settlement permitted
him to leave the country. “My desire is certainly to go there”, he
told C.F. Andrews, “but the inner voice says ‘no’ and the exter-
nal atmosphere confirms the guidance of the inner voice” (p. 275).

While adopting a conciliatory attitude in regard to most
points of conflict between the Congress and the Government,
Gandhiji remained uncompromising on the issue of boycott of
foreign cloth. This item in the programme had affected the mate-
rial interests of Great Britain and was having a significant effect
on its cotton industry. It, therefore, easily lent itself to a misunder-
standing and misrepresentation of the Congress policy. As a result
of the Settlement, the Congress lifted the boycott of British goods,
which had been adopted as a purely political weapon, but the boycott
of foreign cloth, including British cloth, remained as “an economic
necessity for the semi-starved millions” (p. 102). Writing in
Young India on the ‘“‘needlessly bitter and unwarranted agitation™
launched against the movement in England, Gandhiji asked the
Lancashire mill-owners to “realize that India to be free from chronic
starvation must for ever banish foreign cloth whether English,
Japanese or any other. . . . Let all the foreigners understand that
this boycott movement is a mass movement, it is a humanitarian
movement. . . . It has political consequences, but being a purely
economic and humanitarian movement it should command the
support of the whole world” (p. 26). Gandhiji admitted that the
Lancashire workmen might have to suffer during the transition
stage. “But can it be any reason’’; he asked, “for India’s millions
starving themselves?”” “Lancashire did wrong in killing India’s
cottage industry”, he said, and it must now ‘“‘turn to a less injurious
industry” (p. 324). Aware of the intensity of feelings on this
issue in Britain, Gandhiji readily accepted an invitation to visit
Lancashire, in case he went to London for the Round Table Con-
ference, and ‘““demonstrate to the people of Lancashire that I person-
ally and the Congress have no ill-will against Lancashire and that
the Congress would do all in its power to help Lancashire™ (p. 212).

Gandhiji was aware of the necessity of educating public opi-
nion in India, too, about the ‘‘true purpose and implications of
the boycott programme’ and asked the nation to work it “in such
a way that the benefits accrue pre-eminently to the villagers”, and
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this could only be “by the nation according to khadi a position above
all other indigenous cloth”. He, therefore, urged upon the people
to revise their taste in cloth and take to coarse, thick khadi (p. 59).
“Though the intellect admits the desirability of abjuring foreign
cloth,” Gandhiji noted, “the heart yearns after the fineries which
only come from foreign countries. Love of self predominates over
love of the country or rather love of the semi-starved millions™
(p. 141). Repudiating the charge that the boycott was ‘“‘designed
or calculated merely to benefit the mills to the injury of the masses”,
Gandhiji said the “Indian mills come in to supplement khadi”,
and that ‘“the boycott would stand in spite of the Indian mills if
they opposed khadi”’. Once foreign cloth was out of the way, he
stated, ‘“‘indigenous mills will readily suit their prices and produc-
tion to khadi, or will themselves face a boycott even like foreign
mills” (p. 308). Emphasizing the humanitarian aspect of khadi in
a vivid phrase, Gandhiji said: ‘“Khadi is a sort of hundi drawn by
the poor. There should be men and women in cities who would
always accept such hundis” (p. 341). “Village economics”, accord-
ing to Gandhiji, ““is different from industrial economics. Human
economics is not the same as that of exploitation of mere dead
matter’’ (p. 361).

From the ethical standpoint, khadi was part of the universal
law of swadeshi which requires that “its votary will as a first duty
dedicate himself to the service of his immediate neighbours. . . .
Pure service of one’s neighbours can never, from its very nature,
result in disservice to those who are remotely situated, rather the
contrary’’ (p. 254). Swadeshi is “‘swadharma applied to one’s imme-
diate environment’’ and its practice can never harm anybody (p. 255).
But Gandhiji also cautioned against the perversion of the doctrine
of swadeshi: “To reject foreign manufactures merely because they
are foreign and to go on wasting national time and money to promote
manufactures in one’s country for which it is not suited would be
criminal folly and a negation of the swadeshi spirit” (p. 256).
“Swadeshism’’; Gandhiji concluded, “is not a cult of hatred. It
is a doctrine of selfless service that has its roots in the purest ahimsa,
i.e., love” (p. 257).

Gandhiji’s loin-cloth too, as he explained to a supercilious critic,
was the expression of his desire to bring himself “in a line with the
ill-clad masses’ (p. 55). “But”, he added, “in so far as the loin-cloth
also spells simplicity let it represent Indian civilization.”” While
admitting that India should adopt from FEuropean civilization
“whatever may be good and capable of assimilation by us” (p. 55),
he also warned against “‘the incessant search for material comforts
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and their multiplication”, which he pronounced an evil which
the Europeans themselves would have to shake off “if they are
not to perish under the weight of the comforts to which they are
becoming slaves”. In any case, “for India to run after the Golden
Fleece is to court certain death’ (pp. 55-6).

A twisted Press report of Gandhiji’s remarks on the work of
foreign missionaries in India had provoked angry comments both in
newspapers and from private correspondents, one of whom had
“gone into hysterics without condescending to verify the report”
(p. 27). Clarifying his views in an article, Gandhiji declared: “Every
nation considers its own faith to be as good as that of any other.
Certainly the great faiths held by the people of India are adequate
for her people. India stands in no need of conversion from one
faith to another” (p. 28). He objected to the modern methods of
conversion which had become ‘“a matter of business, like any
other”. He considered ‘‘proselytizing under the cloak of humanitarian
work . . . unhealthy” and added: ‘“Faith is not imparted like secular
subjects. . . . If a man has a living faith in him, it spreads its aroma
like the rose its scent” (p. 28).

While acknowledging his debt to a ‘“‘prayerful reading of the
Sermon on the Mount” and recognizing in Jesus ‘“‘one of the great-
est teachers of the world’’, he could not subscribe to the orthodox
Christian doctrine of ‘his exclusive divinity’” (p. 71). But while
conversion from one faith to another was to be deplored, there
was urgent need for “conversion in the sense of self-purification,
self-realization” (p. 29). The religions of India, Gandhiji claimed,
were all-sufficing and adequate for her, but the professors of
the respective faiths could and should learn from one another.
“If there is sympathetic contact established between the various
faiths and no evil designs suspected, each can gain a great deal
from the rest. What is resisted is the idea of gaining converts and
that too not always by fair and open means” (p. 239).

Gandhiji was deeply attached to the Satyagraha Ashram at
Sabarmati and had been training its inmates to be the instruments
of the non-violent revolution that he aspired to bring about in the
country. He, therefore, used to keep up a continuous correspondence
with them from wherever he was. But since his release on January
26 he had been so busy that this had not been possible. He, there-
fore, asked Narandas Gandhi to advise them to rely on the Gita,
the Bhajanavali and the Ramayana. ‘I believe,” he said, “‘and I want
you to believe, that the constant reading of these with faith will
be a greater source of strength than letters from me or than living
with me” (p. 232). For Gandhiji, moral strength was an indispens-
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able condition of public service and he, therefore, insisted on the
volunteers scrupulously observing the rule of khadi even if that
meant fewer volunteers. Such strength of character, he held, required
unceasing vigilance on one’s part. “Human nature tries to avoid
difficulties. It seeks an easy way out. The easy way takes one
downhill, the difficult way leads one upwards. The rule of physics
applies also to spiritual matters” (p. 39). Explaining the source of his
peace of mind, which friends envied, Gandhiji said: “It comes
from absolute faith in God and His goodness. That faith enables
me humbly to do the task allotted to me without being anxious
for the result” (p. 292).

Though Gandhiji’s political philosophy and methods of struggle
were truly revolutionary, he rightly claimed that he was as much
a moderate as an extremist and explained his apparent inconsisten-
cies as the result of his accepting service as “its own and sole reward”’,
the test of service being the approbation of one’s own conscience,
not the approbation of the public. Thus he could write of the Ser-
vants of India Society: “Though our views may be as poles asunder,
. .. I have always felt that we are at heart one, being disciples of
the same guru”, viz., Gopal Krishna Gokhale (p. 194). And he
could also write to a critic of adult suffrage, “every form of suff-
rage will be liable to abuse, adult suffrage perhaps the least so”
(p. 46). Gandhiji had faith in the people and in their capacity to
exercise responsibility as well as power. He wanted all Congress
organizations to get their account books inspected by some experi-
enced person and to economize public expenditure (p. 160). And
he wanted district organizations to finance the provincial organi-
zations of the Congress, not vice versa. The centralization of finance
he compared to “a person trying to walk on his head instead of
naturally on his feet” (p. 161).
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NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up in
small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of speeches
and interviews, as also passages which are not by Gandhiji, have
been set up in small type. In reports of speeches and interviews
slight changes and omissions, where necessary, have been made
in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with the
original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand
corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied
within square brackets, the reasons being given where necessary.
The date given at the end of an item alongside the source is that
of publication. The writings are placed under the dates of publi-
cation, except where they carry a date-line or where the date of
writing has special significance and is ascertainable.

References to Volume I of this series are to the January 1969
edition.

In the source-line, S.N. stands for documents which are avail-
able in original at the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad,
and in photostats or microfilms at the Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya,
New Delhi; G.N. stands for photostats and M.M.U. for Mobile
Microfilm Unit documents which are available in the Gandhi
Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya, New Delhi; C.W. denotes docu-
ments secured by the Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

The appendices provide background material relevant to the
text. A list of source and a chronology for the period covered by
the volume are also provided at the end.
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LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (4-5-1931)
LETTER TO KISHANSINH CHAVDA (4-5-1931)
LETTER TO JAMNADAS GANDHI (4-5-1931)
LETTER TO SHARDA C. SHAH (4-5-1931)
LETTER TO H. W. EMERSON (4-5-1931)
LETTER TO FLORENCE ROSENBLATT (5-5-1931)
LETTER TO V. T. KRISHNAMACHARYA (5-5-1931)
LETTER TO BOYD TUCKER (5-5-1931)
LETTER TO RAJENDRA PRASAD (5-5-1931)
LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS (5-5-1931)
LETTER TO NANIBEHN JHAVERI (5-5-1931)
LETTER TO MAHAVIR GIRI (5-5-1931)
MESSAGE TO PEOPLE OF BHUTAN (5-5-1931)
MESSAGE ON KHADI (5-5-1931)
TELEGRAM TO FRAMROZE B. GARDA (6-5-1931)
TELEGRAM TO SIR COWASJI JEHANGIR (6-5-1931)
LETTER TO HARIBHAU UPADHYAYA (6-5-1931)
LETTER TO ABBAS TYABJI (6-5-1931)
LETTER TO YOUSUF HUSSAIN (6-5-1931)
LETTER TO H. HARCOURT (6-5-1931)
LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (6-5-1931)
LETTER TO H. RUNHAM BROWN (6-5-1931)
LETTER TO KHAN CHAND DEV (6-5-1931)
LETTER TO GULZARI LAL NANDA (6-5-1931)
LETTER TO KONDA VENKATAPPAYYA (6-5-1931)
LETTER TO MAGANTI BAPI NEEDU (6-5-1931)
LETTER TO K. KELAPPAN NAIR (6-5-1931)
SPEECH AT BOCHASAN (6-5-1931)
INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS (6-5-1931)
NOTES (7-5-1931)
POWER OF AHIMSA (7-5-1931)
DANGERS OF DEMOCRACY (7-5-1931)
FOR ‘FOLLOWERS’ (7-5-1931)
FOREIGN MISSIONARIES AGAIN (7-5-1931)
LETTER TO H.W. EMERSON (7-5-1931)
LETTER TO R. M. MAXWELL (7-5-1931)
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[ xviii ]

LETTER TO G. V. KETKAR (7-5-1931)

LETTER TO KHAN CHAND DEV (7-5-1931)

LETTER TO G. RAMACHANDRAN (7-5-1931)

LETTER TO H. W. B. MORENO (7-5-1931)

LETTER TO K. S. NAGARAJAN (7-5-1931)

LETTER TO JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM (7-5-1931)

STATEMENT TO THE PRESS (8-5-1931)

TELEGRAM TO COWASJI JEHANGIR (JUNIOR) (8-5-1931)

LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA (8-5-1931)

LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (8-5-1931)

LETTER TO DARCY LINDSAY (8-5-1931)

LETTER TO LIVINGSTON & DOULL (8-5-1931)

LETTER TO ABDUR RAZZAQ MALIHABADI (8-5-1931)

LETTER TO KUSUM DESAI (8-5-1931)

LETTER TO PANNALAL JHAVERI (8-5-1931)

LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (8-5-1931)

LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (8-5-1931)

LETTER TO JAMNADAS GANDHI (8-5-1931)

LETTER TO JAMNALAL BAJAJ (8-5-1931)

INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS (8-5-1931)

MESSAGE TO HINDUSTANI SEVA DAL (Before 9-5-1931)

MESSAGE TO LABOURERS, KARACHI (9-5-1931)

LETTER TO CHIMANLAL SHAH (9-5-1931)

THE PROBLEM OF FOUR LAKH DHARALAS (10-5-1931)

NOTES (10-5-1931)

KHADI IN KAIRA (10-5-1931)

LETTER TO SHANTA PATEL (10-5-1931)

LETTER TO GANGASHARAN SINGH (10-5-1931)

LETTER TO LAKSHMINARAYAN GADODIA (10-5-1931)

LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (11-5-1931)

LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (On or after 11-5-1931)

INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS (13-5-1931)

NOTES (14-5-1931)

DANGER LOOMING (14-5-1931)

‘NO CHANGE OF HEART’ (14-5-1931)

ANGLO-INDIANS (14-5-1931)

THE ALLAHABAD CONGRESS HOSPITAL: AN APPEAL
(14-5-1931)

FOR THE DANDI PILGRIMS (14-5-1931)

HOW THEY ARE TAUGHT (14-5-1931)

‘JUDGE LYNCH DECIDES’ (14-5-1931)

LETTER TO SYED AZMATULLAH (14-5-1931)

LETTER TO HENRY NEIL (14-5-1931)
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[ xix ]

LETTER TO S. RANGOO RAM (14-5-1931)

LETTER TO SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI (14-5-1931)
SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, SIMLA (14-5-1931)
HOMAGE TO K. T. PAUL (15-5-1931)

CABLE TO ‘“EVENING STANDARD’’ (15-5-1931)
INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS (15-5-1931)

TELEGRAM TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL (16-5-1931)
LETTER TO KHAN CHAND DEV (16-5-1931)
LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (16-5-1931)
LETTER TO A. FENNER BROCKWAY (16-5-1931)
LETTER TO RAMLAL SINGH (16-5-1931)

LETTER TO K. NATARAJAN (16-5-1931)

NOTES (17-5-1931)

OPINION UNCHANGED (17-5-1931)

PUBLIC EXPENSE (17-5-1931)

LETTER TO BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SEN (17-5-1931)
LETTER TO A. SUBBIAH (17-5-1931)

LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (17-5-1931)
INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS (17-5-1931)

MESSAGE TO KARNATAK PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE

(18-5-1931)
LETTER TO PRABHASHANKAR PATTANI (18-5-1931)
LETTER TO SHARDA C. SHAH (18-5-1931)
TELEGRAM TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL (18-5-1931)
LETTER TO JAMNADAS GANDHI (18-5-1931)
LETTER TO V. A. SUNDARAM (18-5-1931)
LETTER TO DUDHABHAI (18-5-1931)
LETTER TO MAHAVIR GIRI (18-5-1931)
LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK (18-5-1931)
LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT (18-5-1931)
LETTER TO FULCHAND K. SHAH (18-5-1931)
TELEGRAM TO JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM (19-5-1931)
LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI (19-5-1931)
LETTER TO QUMER AHMED (19-5-1931)
LETTER TO DENNIS C. TROTH (19-5-1931)
LETTER TO SAILENDRA NATH GHOSE (19-5-1931)

LETTER TO DURGA PRASANNA CHATTERJEE (19-5-1931)

LETTER TO GULSHAN RAI (19-5-1931)

LETTER TO DR. GOPICHAND BHARGAVA (19-5-1931)
LETTER TO BODHRAJ (19-5-1931)

LETTER TO M. I. DAVID (19-5-1931)

LETTER TO SUKHENDUBIKAS CHAUDHURI (19-5-1931)
LETTER TO C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR (19-5-1931)
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[xx]

LETTER TO KIRBY PAGE (19-5-1931)

LETTER TO BOYD TUCKER (19-5-1931)

LETTER TO K. T. MATHEW (19-5-1931)

LETTER TO NIRANJAN PATNAIK (19-5-1931)

LETTER TO H. W. EMERSON (19-5-1931)

LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (18/19-5-1931)

LETTER TO MADHAVJI V. THAKKAR (20-5-1931)

SPEECH AT NAINITAL (20-5-1931)

CONGRESS VOTERS (21-5-1931)

NOTES (21-5-1931)

IN 1828 (21-5-1931)

A WOMAN’S SACRIFICE (21-5-1931)

TELEGRAM TO CHAMPABEHN (21-5-1931)

TELEGRAM TO DR. MEHTA (21-5-1931)

TELEGRAM TO  SECRETARY, CONGRESS COMMITTEE
CHITTAGONG (21-5-1931)

LETTER TO DR. SYED MAHMUD (21-5-1931)

LETTER TO MOHAMMED ISMAIL KHAN (21-5-1931)

LETTER TO MAHARAJ KUMAR OF VIZIANAGRAM (21-5-1931)

LETTER TO  SECRETARY, CONGRESS COMMITTEE,
CHITTAGONG (21-5-1931)

LETTER TO S. G. VAZE (21-5-1931)

LETTER TO KRISHNA DAS (21-5-1931)

LETTER TO JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM (21-5-1931)

LETTER TO A. FENNER BROCKWAY (21-5-1931)

SPEECH AT  POLITICAL SUFFERERS’ CONFERENCE
(21-5-1931)

TELEGRAM TO VICEROY (On or before 22-5-1931)

TELEGRAM TO JAMNADAS GANDHI (22-5-1931)

TELEGRAM TO RAMBHOROSELAL (22-5-1931)

TELEGRAM TO MOHANLAL SAKSENA (22-5-1931)

INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS (22-5-1931)

CABLE TO V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI (23-5-1931)

LETTER TO MALCOLM HAILEY (23-5-1931)

TO THE KISANS OF THE U.P. (23-5-1931)

LETTER TO MALCOLM HAILEY (23-5-1931)

SPEECH AT ZAMINDARS' MEETING, NAINITAL (23-5-1931)

LETTER TO V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI (After 23-5-1931)

NOTES (24-5-1931)

LETTER TO H. W. EMERSON (24-5-1931)

LETTER TO H. W. EMERSON (24-5-1931)

LETTER TO H. W. EMERSON (24-5-1931)

LETTER TO GOSIBEHN CAPTAIN (24-5-1931)

179
179
180
180
181
181
182
183
183
184
188
189
190
190

191
191
192
193

193
194
194
195
195

196
197
197
198
198
198
199
199
200
203
204
204
205
207
208
209
209



243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258

259
260
261
262
263
264
265
266
267
268
269
270

271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

[xxi]

HORACE G. ALEXANDER (24-5-1931)

SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (24-5-1931)

CAPTAIN BARNES (24-5-1931)

NIRANJAN PATNAIK (24-5-1931)

PERCY LACEY (24-5-1931)

PREMNATH BAZAZ (24-5-1931)

WALTER B. FOLEY (24-5-1931)

C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (24-5-1931)

JOHN BITTMANN (24-5-1931)

ATUL PRATAP SINHA (24-5-1931)

CARL J. BRUNSKOG (24-5-1931)

J. N. SAHNI (24-5-1931)

ISHWAR DAS NAYYAR (24-5-1931)

SHANTA PATEL (25-5-1931)

NARANDAS GANDHI (25-5-1931)
MANAGER, OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS,

BOMBAY (26-5-1931)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

COWASJI JEHANGIR (26-5-1931)

FRAMROZE B. GARDA (26-5-1931)

U. GOPALA MENON (26-5-1931)

JUGAL KISHORE (26-5-1931)

MAGANTI BAPI NEEDU (26-5-1931)

SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE (26-5-1931)

L. R. GURUSWAMY NAIDU (26-5-1931)

C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (26-5-1931)

SHANKARLAL BANKER (26-5-1931)

DR. M. A. ANSARI (26-5-1931)

ABBAS TYABJI (26-5-1931)
SECRETARY, INDIAN ASSOCIATION, IRAQ

(26-5-1931)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

HARDAYAL NAG (26-5-1931)

L. J. BURGESS (26-5-1931)

RAGHUBIR SINGH (26-5-1931)

M. G. DATAR (26-5-1931)

SURENDRA SINGH (26-5-1931)
MANMOHANDAS P. GANDHI (26-5-1931)
PRABHAVATI (26-5-1931)

VASUMATI PANDIT (26-5-1931)
LAKSHMIBEHN KHARE (26-5-1931)
FIROZABEHN TALEYARKHAN (26-5-1931)

TELEGRAM TO PRABHASHANKAR PATTANI (27-5-1931)
LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (Before 28-5-1931)
TO THE U. P. ZAMINDARS (28-5-1931)
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[xxii]
NOTES (28-5-1931)
CHRISTIAN MISSIONS (28-5-1931)
PANCHAYATS (28-5 1931)
SALT (28-5-1931)
TO DESHSEVIKAS (28-5-1931)
LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (28-5-1931)
LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (28-5-1931)
LETTER TO V. G. DESAI (28-5-1931)
LETTER TO JAMNADAS GANDHI (28-5-1931)
INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS (28-5-1931)
LETTER TO R. M. MAXWELL (29-5-1931)
LETTER TO GANGABEHN JHAVERI (29-5-1931)
LETTER TO PADMA (29-5-1931)
LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (29-5-1931)
LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (29-5-1931)
LETTER TO K. F. NARIMAN (30-5-1931)
LETTER TO F. KOTHAWALA (30-5-1931)
LETTER TO FRAMROZE B. GARDA (30-5-1931)
LETTER TO RATILAL (30-5-1931)
LETTER TO FULCHAND K. SHAH (30-5-1931)
LETTER TO NARAYAN MORESHWAR KHARE (30-5-1931)
LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA (30-5-1931)
LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA (30-5-1931)
TELEGRAM TO WILLIAM SHIRER (On or after 30-5-1931)
THE LAW OF SWADESHI (31-5-1931)
LIMITS TO FREEDOM (31-5-1931)
NOTES (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO M. REBELLO & SONS (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO ALLEN W. SAYLER (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO KIRAN SANKAR ROY (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO ANAND KISHORE MEHTA (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO SHRIRAM SHARMA (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO R. S. RAJWADE (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO KRISHNA GOPAL DUTT (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO V. B. HAROLIKAR (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO C. Y. CHINTAMANI (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO H. W. EMERSON (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO V. G. DESAI (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO DUDHABHAI (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO RUKMINI BAZAJ (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK (31-5-1931)
LETTER TO VITHALDAS JERAJANI (31-5-1931)
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LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (31-5-1931)
TELEGRAM TO SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE (1-6-1931)
TELEGRAM TO J. M. SEN GUPTA (1-6-1931)
TELEGRAM TO MURARILAL (1-6-1931)
INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS (1-6-1931)

TELEGRAM TO TAMIL NADU CONFERENCE, MADURA

(2-6-1931)
TELEGRAM TO KOMBRABAIL (2-6-1931)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

LETTER TO THE SECRETARY, INDIAN MERCHANTS’ CHAMBER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

H. W. EMERSON (2-6-1931)

C. F. ANDREWS (2-6-1931)

SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (2-6-1931)
A. G. BUTT (2-6-1931)

DR. W. J. WANLESS (2-6-1931)

N. G. JOSHI (2-6-1931)

COWASJI JEHANGIR (2-6-1931)

SHARDA C. SHAH (2-6-1931)
NANIBEHN JHAVERI (2-6-1931)
MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI (2-6-1931)
HARI-ICHCHHA DESAI (2-6-1931)
BABALBHAI MEHTA (2-6-1931)
NARAYAN MORESHWAR KHARE (2-6-1931)
RAMBHAU KHARE (2-6-1931)
NARANDAS GANDHI (2-6-1931)
CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (2-6-1931)
KHUSHALCHAND GANDHI (2-6-1931)
RASIK DESAI (2-6-1931)

HEMPRABHA DAS GUPTA (2-6-1931)
H. W. EMERSON (3-6-1931)

H. W. EMERSON (3-6-1931)

G. V. KETKAR (3-6-1931)

J. C. KUMARAPPA (3-6-1931)

S. N. BATLIWALA (3-6-1931)
WILHELM HEYDORN (3-6-1931)
CHARLES S. FIELD (3-6-1931)
MAHARAJA OF DARBHANGA (3-6-1931)
GERTRUDE EMERSON (3-6-1931)
KONDA VENKATAPPAYYA (3-6-1931)
K. PANDAR CHETTY (3-6-1931)

MRS. C. A. HATE (3-6-1931)

S. SWAMINATHAN CHETTIAR (3-6-1931)

(3-6-1931)
LETTER TO A. G. SHEOREY (3-6-1931)
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404
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[xxiv]

LETTER TO DARCY LINDSAY (3-6-1931)
LETTER TO VIDYANATH SAHAI (3-6-1931)
LETTER TO CHARLES F. WELLER (3-6-1931)
LETTER TO K. ROY CHATTI (3-6-1931)
LETTER TO SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE (3-6-1931)
LETTER TO MRS. V. BANERJEE (3-6-1931)
LETTER TO KRISHNADAS (3-6-1931)
LETTER TO MOHAN LAL VIDYARTHI (3-6-1931)
LETTER TO ANANTA C. PATNAIK (3-6-1931)
LETTER TO MAHALAKSHMI M. THAKKAR (3-6-1931)
LETTER TO VITHALDAS JERAJANI (3-6-1931)
LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (3-6-1931)
LETTER TO KISANSINH CHAVDA (3-6-1931)
LETTER TO PADAMLAL (3-6-1931)
CASTE AND COMMUNAL QUESTION (4-6-1931)
NOTES (4-6-1931)
IS IT AN ECONOMIC NECESSITY? (4-6-1931)
R. T. C. AND CONGRESS (4-6-1931)
PRABHATPHERIS (4-6-1931)
‘AN HONEST DOUBT’(?) (4-6-1931)
MISSIONARY METHODS IN INDIA (4-6-1931)
TELEGRAM TO JAMES MILLS (4-6-1931)
TELEGRAM TO J. M. SEN GUPTA (4-6-1931)
TELEGRAM TO VENKATESHNARAIN TIWARI (4-6-1931)
TELEGRAM TO MAQBOOL HUSAIN (4-6-1931)
LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK (4-6-1931)
LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT (4-6-1931)
LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA (4-6-1931)
LETTER TO MOOLCHAND AGRAWAL (4-6-1931)
LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA (4-6-1931)
TELEGRAM TO G. D. BIRLA (5-6-1931)
TELEGRAM TO PRESIDENT, HINDI SAMMELAN, MADURA
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1. THE CULT OF VIOLENCE

Mr. Peddie’s'! murder and the making of the murderer of
Mrs. Curtis? a hero at the Sikh League meeting bring out in clear
light the tragic fact that the cult of violence has still many
votaries. The extolling of murderers is being overdone. If we
are to sing the praises of every murderer because the murder has
a political motive behind it, we should proceed from praising the
deed to the deed itself. The praising of Sajjan Singh as a hero
raises a doubt in my mind about the wisdom of my having been
the author of the Congress resolution® about Bhagat Singh. My
motive was plain enough. The deed was condemned. The spirit
of bravery and sacrifice was praised. The hope behind was that
we would thereby be able to distinguish between the deed and
the motive, and ultimately learn to detest deeds such as political
murders, no matter how high the motive might be. But the effect
of the Congress resolution has been perhaps quite the contrary.
It seems to have given a passport for extolling murder itself. I
repeat my deliberate opinion that whatever may be true of other
countries, in India at least political murder can only harm the
country. This is much more true whilst an experiment on the
largest scale yet known to the world is being made to win liberty
through strictly peaceful methods. He who runs can see that the
experiment has proved its merit beyond all expectation, and is
almost on the point of succeeding. I make bold to say that had
the experiment not been interrupted by political murders and the
violence in thought and less often in speech and still less often in
action of civil resisters, India would by this time have been free.

Non-violence is the weapon not of the weak but of the
strong. Non-violence means forgiving an injury and not retaliat-
ing. ‘Forgiveness is an ornament of the strong,’* says a Sanskrit
proverb. Yudhishthira gave an exhibition of this quality when
he even though provoked beyond measure by Virata not only for-
gave him but took extraordinary measures to protect him against

1 The District Magistrate of Midnapore. He was shot dead by the terro-
rists on April 7.

2 Wife of a British officer, she was murdered at Lahore on January 13.

3 Vide Vol. XLV, p. 363.
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2 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

the wrath of his brother Arjuna who would but for those pre-
cautions have killed him for insulting and injuring the great king
Yudhishthira.

Non-violence is not a mechanical performance. It is the finest
quality of the heart and comes by training. When it comes, it
seems, because it is, natural, and the possessor wonders that it
should have cost any trouble at all in its attainment. What can be
more natural than to return blow for blow, says the beast in us.
What can be more natural or more human than that we should
return a blow with forgiveness, says the man in us. He who gave
the blow was ignorant and forgot himself. Why should the injured
person betray ignorance and forget himself? Are the many wives
who suffer the brutalities of their brutal husbands more than
human because they forgive their husbands? They would of course
do better if they would not add pampering to their forgiveness and
would withdraw co-operation from their husbands for the latter’s
own sakes.

But let me not go into deeper waters. Those who profess non-
violence should realize their strength and be non-violent in thought,
word and deed. Let those who still doubt the efficacy of the
non-violent method and are not sure of that of the violent method,
ponder over the following:

1. India’s millions have no tradition of the violent method.

2. They, the villagers, have never been known to have com-
bined on any large scale to use the violent method.

3. They have no definite ideas as yet of political freedom in
terms of India as one country.

4. Where, as in Europe, the people have gained their freedom
by the violent method, the people were more or less trained in
the use of arms.

5. They, the peoples of Europe, gained their freedom by
being able to use greater violence than the enthroned authority.

6. It is at least doubtful if they, not excluding the English,
have got real freedom. The masses there still feel that they are
being ground down by the moneyed classes who have the reins of
government in their hands. Look at their varied problems ever
increasing in perplexity.

7. In India on the other hand we know that it is through the
non-violent method alone that the phenomenal mass conscious-
ness, including the awakening of women, has come into being.

8. We know as a proved fact that where the people erred
and became violent, they lost ground, became demoralized and
were cowed down.
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If I were to give more thought to the past twelve months
I could elaborate the list. But as it is, it is perhaps enough for
my purpose.

To those who have settled convictions in favour of the violent
method, I say: ‘You will give me the same credit that you claim
for yourselves for love of the country. If so, you should accept
my testimony that by mixing your method with mine you protract
the agony. The belief which, I know, some of you hold that an
occasional murder of an official helps the cause is wholly unfound-
ed. On the contrary I know that every murder has hampered me
in my pursuit. I know that you are as anxious as I am—you will
probably say you are more anxious than I am—for the release of
all political prisoners. You must admit that the terrorist method
can only retard their discharge. Constituted as this Government
is, all governments are, they will not discharge political offenders
convicted of violence when political violence takes place. All things
considered, therefore, you will do well to listen to my advice and
request, and suspend your activities whilst the nation is giving a
trial to my experiment.

Young India, 16-4-1931

2. AN ENGLISHMAN’S DILEMMA

India knows the Englishman who carried my letter contain-
ing the eleven points to the Viceroy and who waged a ceaseless
struggle in the face of heavy odds in England whilst the Civil
Disobedience was going on. Mr. Reginald Reynolds now writes
the following plaintive letter:

I was very glad to hear from you in reply to my letter. Before this
reply came the newspapers had already informed me, of course, of all that
happened at Delhi, which from my point of view so badly needed ex-
planation.

I must frankly confess that your letter leaves me entirely unconvinced.
No one who knows you would doubt your sincerity, and so long as you
can still speak for India, it is hardly the business of any Englishman to
criticize your actions. Nevertheless, you will be the first to recognize my
complete right to disagree with you, which I do emphatically on the fol-
lowing points:

1. The Government is not pledged to grant purna swaraj, and it would
be thrown out if it attempted to do so. MacDonald only remains in office
because he has not the courage to deal justly with your country, and
justice would cost him that office. If you accept less than purna swaraj
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—Iless than your birthright, that is to say,—where does the Independence
Resolution at Lahore! come in, and how does it differ from ‘“Dominion
Status” ? What advance was made, and what did the pledge really mean?

2. Oppression still continues. How do you hope for freedom from
the hands of those who defy Indian public opinion and use their armed
forces to drive bargains with you on your own soil for a ‘truce’? Where
is the ‘change of heart’ ?

3. From time to time you have put forward terms—the Delhi Mani-
festo of November 19292, your own Eleven Points3, the terms you gave to
Slocombe?, the ‘Gandhi-Nehru Terms’>. What has become of these ? The
Government meets them in graceful ‘concessions’ whereby a few are to
be fulfilled in some measure at its own ‘discretion’. But:

They have not pledged themselves to anything in the way of self-
government.

Nothing secures the proper and adequate representation of Congress
in the forthcoming Conference (where you may easily be swamped by
reactionaries appointed by the Government as supplied or the previous
Conference) [sic].

There is no promise of the conditional release of all political prisoners
(including those in jail before the present campaign).

And so on—you know the points infinitely better than I do.

I wish you Indian leaders could realize how extraordinarily difficult
this makes things for those who want to help and look to you for leader-
ship. If you do not stand by your terms, what surety is there in our case?
We believed your terms to be minimum terms, from which you would never
depart. Instead, we find you bargaining and whittling these terms down.
How can we even speak with certainty again, and who would believe us
if we did?

4. From the purely tactical point of view I cannot see what you
have gained. Civil disobedience was commenced, I take it, because the
Government would not accept the Delhi Manifesto. They have not ac-
cepted it today—not one of your four points. The arguments you use
now for conciliatory methods are the very arguments which were then
used by many to dissuade you from your course and bring you to the
Round Table Conference. Those arguments you then rejected; why do
you now advance them? The country has suffered terribly, but what
for? Many are still in prison, much confiscated property is unrestored,
so are the dead, and the work of the lathi cannot be expiated—what have

1 Vide Vol. XLII, pp. 320-1.
2 Vide Vol. XLII, pp. 80-1.
3 Vide Vol. XLII, p. 434.

4 Vide Vol. XLIII, pp. 415-7.
5 Vide Vol. XLIV, pp. 81-4.
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you to show for this? What offer has Lord Irwin made that he was not
ready to make before Civil Disobedience began? With the exception of
the small concession in the matter of salt, I can see no single right or
principle that has been established. The truce does not even represent
the status quo ante bellum: it is a partial and patronizing restoration on the
part of the Government of some of its spoils acquired during the struggle,
but not of any of those rights for which the siruggle itself was fought.

You will, I know, forgive my bluntness. I have neither age nor
experience, but I have, I believe, enough common sense to appreciate such
a situation as this. You will see that I attack your position from two
sides, as it were. Firstly, because it is too moderate and secondly because
(having regard to the moderation of your final position) your methods
seem to me now needlessly drastic. Had you been moderate throughout
I should have disagreed but understood. But to adopt the method of a
non-violent revolution with all its suffering in order to gain nothing at
all—that is a policy I do not understand. Will India understand it?

I would like to venture one more final criticism. You live for the
Indian masses—for the peasant and the labourer. Everywhere in this
country I have made that clear, and done my best to dispel the com-
mon idea that swaraj means the rule of the Brahmin and the Bania
and the oppression of the poor. How then can the reactionary proposals
of St. James’ Palace in any way satisfy you? There has always been one
point on which I have agreed with our worst English reactionaries such as
Churchill—though I doubt whether they seriously care about it. They
say that the so-called ‘‘reforms” are only designed to benefit and con-
ciliate the propertied classes of India and increase their power over the
illiterate millions. I agree with this, and I have always said, swaraj is not
that: it is the opposite of that: it is the overthrow of the present conspiracy
between British Imperialism and Indian Capitalism, and its replacement by
a living and conscious democracy, which alone can protect the classes
now socially or economically depressed. If this is true—and nothing
less would have led me to the service of swaraj —what do you hope
from conferences of princes, zamindars, industrialists and the like? I know
there are men among them who are above the interests of class; but
what do these as a body represent that is not more bound up with British
Imperialism than with Indian democracy?

I have removed nothing from the letter except domestic and

personal references. I publish the letter at Mr. Reynolds’s wish.
And I do so with pleasure as I know that though by reason of
amazing faith in me the Congress endorsed the Pact!, there are
Indians who share this brave Englishman’s views. There must be

1 Gandhi-Irwin Pact, vide Vol. XLV, Appendix VI.
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also some Englishmen, be they ever so few, who are puzzled like
Reynolds over my moderation and so-called inconsistency. I must,
therefore, attempt to answer Reynolds’s complaints for his and their
sakes. India will want their active help and sympathy for many
a year to come.

The charge of moderation I must admit. Friends who know
me have certified that I am as much a moderate as I am an
extremist and as much a conservative as I am a radical. Hence per-
haps my good fortune to have friends among these extreme types
of men. The mixture is due, I believe, to my view of ahimsa.

Inconsistency is only apparent. It appears so to many friends
because of my responsiveness to varying circumstances. Seeming
consistency may really be sheer obstinacy.

The real point is this. Charges of moderation or extremism
or inconsistency ought not to matter. What must count with a
public servant is the approbation of his own conscience. He must
be like a rudderless vessel who, leaving the infallible solace of his
own conscience, ever seeks to please and gain the approbation of
the public. Service must be its own and sole reward. Whether
therefore the argument and facts I am about to set forth serve
their purpose or not, it must be sufficient for the reader as it is,
I am aware, for Reynolds to know that in entering upon and
advising the acceptance of the Settlement, I have done what in
my opinion was not only right but obligatory.

Now for the facts and the arguments. Reynolds and those
who think like him have been led into confusion because he and
they have missed the historical perspective. A single new factor
may change a whole situation. Reynolds mentions four events: (1)
The Delhi Manifesto of November 1929, (2) The Eleven points,
(3) The terms given to Mr. Slocombe, (4) The Gandhi-Nehru
terms.

The Delhi Manifesto was an answer to Lord Irwin’s famous
declaration and was therefore just confined to that declaration.

The Eleven-point letter was written as a precursor to Civil
Disobedience and set forth the conditions on which Civil Disobe-
dience could be averted. It had therefore to be different from the
November Manifesto.

The terms to Mr. Slocombe were given just after the com-
mencement of civil disobedience. There was therefore a slight
variation from the Eleven-point letter but no reduction of it.

The Gandhi-Nehru terms were given during the height of the
movement and whilst we were all in custody and thus by being
shut out of the world at a disadvantage. In all the four stages the
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Round Table Conference had not been held, the Government
policy was not declared.

The Settlement is the natural evolution from the first stage.
Whatever the variations between the stages, they are due to the
varying situations. Unlike as in the four stages, the Round Table
Conference had been held and the Government policy declared
before the fifth stage, i.e., the Settlement, was reached.

At no other time was it possible to offer co-operation at the
Round Table Conference because the British Government would
not declare its policy and the intention of the delegates to the
Conference was not known. But at Delhi last March the demand
of the Conference delegates was known as was also known the
British policy. The demand was Dominion Status. The British
policy was a declaration tantamount to the acceptance of the
demand.

Not that either the Indian demand for Dominion Status or the
British declaration satisfy the Congress requirement, especially as
they are hedged in by the so-called safeguards which, according
to the Congress notion, certainly are not designed in the interest of
India.

Nevertheless this is an unmistakable advance upon the past
uncertainty. And when it was ascertained that it was possible
for the Congress to press forward its view to the fullest extent,
it was felt that the Congress would put itself in the wrong if it
had declined to put forth its demand and press for its acceptance
at a Round Table. The Congress would have been bound at any
stage to enter upon a discussion of its claims after such declara-
tion as has been made by the British Government. A satyagrahi
never misses, can never miss, a chance of compromise on honour-
able terms, it being always assumed that in the event of failure
he is ever ready to offer battle. He needs no previous preparation,
his cards are always on the table. Suspension or continuation of
battle is one and the same thing to him. He fights or refrains
to gain precisely the same end. He dare not always distrust his
opponents. On the contrary he must grasp the hand of friend-
ship whenever there is the slightest pretext. The pretext here was
the unexpectedly unanimous Indian demand, the British response,
inadequate though it was, and the utter sincerity running through
Lord Irwin’s conversations.

I have never claimed any change of heart on the part of
the powers that be. That has still to come. When it comes, there
will be a settlement not merely provisional but absolutely permanent.
Then there will be full surrender on the part of the satyagrahi;
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for change of heart means surrender to the Indian demand in
toto and without any mental reservation.

Lastly, throughout all the stages there never has been a lower-
ing of the flag. Dominion Status was given up on 23rd December
1929. It is now Complete Independence, i.e., association if possible
with the British on equal terms and with the right to either party
to dissolve it at will. That this may not be attained through
conference as yet is quite possible; that the so-called safeguards may
remain the halters that they are is also highly possible. If so the
Congress will not be responsible for failure, but it will come out
with enhanced moral prestige and its demand more fully known
and equally fully justified. It is true that all the political prisoners
are not discharged. Their discharge could not be demanded as
part of the Provisional Settlement. They will be discharged if full
settlement is reached. If it is not reached, those who are tempo-
rarily out will then be in and increase the army of political
prisoners. For a satyagrahi a prisoner’s life is no disability, no
unhappiness. Prison for him is the gateway to freedom.

Lastly, let there be no mistake as to what purna swaraj means
to the Congress. It is full economic freedom for the toiling mil-
lions. It is no unholy alliance with any interest for their exploita-
tion. Any alliance must mean their deliverance.

Young India, 16-4-1931

3. NOTES

Maravivaji AND WORKING COMMITTEE
A reader asks:

You explained to the Subjects Committee at Karachi why you kept out
the members from the South; you never explained why you kept out
Pandit Malaviyaji.l

The explanation was so obvious that nobody called for it. There
could be no question of offending Malaviyaji. He is above being
offended. No organization can add to his status or importance
by enrolling him as a member. His membership can add to its
prestige. The Working Committee deliberately kept him out in
order to preserve his independence and freedom of action at a
given moment. Without being a member, since the release of
leaders, he has always been attending the Working Committee

1 Vide Vol. XLV, pp. 378-80.
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meetings and taking an active part in its deliberations. Valuable
as his work on the Committee has been, the members thought that
his being subjected to the Committee’s discipline might prove em-
barrassing to him. Indeed Dr. Ansari was so eager for Malavi-
yaji to be on the Committee that he preferred to be dropped out
in favour of Malaviyaji. But the consideration I have just men-
tioned was so effectively urged by Jamnalalji that Dr. Ansari too
became reconciled to Malaviyaji being kept out. This arrange-
ment permits the Committee to avail itself of Malaviyaji’s advice
at its deliberations and at the same time leaves intact his freedom
of action. Indeed even the Government has recognized his uni-
que position in society by separately inviting him to the Round
Table Conference.

Bovycort THROUGH KHADI

Last year saw a striking increase in the production and sale
of khadi all over the country. This was in the main due to the
phenomenal demand stimulated by the struggle of which khadi
at once became the symbol. Sales so far outran the demand that
workers were hard put to it to organize new fields of production
to meet the sudden rise in demand.

The ground thus gained during the year of national awaken-
ing should not be lost, but on the contrary, should be made the
basis of still further expansion. The devotion of war time must
continue during the period of peace, if the fruits of the work are
not to be lost. The Congress attitude in favour of khadi remains
the same in spite of the recognition of indigenous mills as a part
of the boycott programme. It must not mean supersession of khadi.
Mill manufacture is to supplement khadi where the latter is
absolutely unobtainable. But at the present moment khadi can
overtake all the demand that can be made upon it. Khadi holds
the key position in the foreign-cloth boycott programme. Not
merely is no effective boycott of foreign cloth possible without
working up the vast possibilities of khadi production, but if the
fruits of the national boycott are to benefit the millions of our
village population and not merely the moneyed few, it can be done
only by the widest possible spread of the life-giving wheel. That
is why the Congress at Karachi has again emphasized the unique
position of khadi in the boycott programme, and has appealed to
all “Congress organizations and allied bodies to intensify foreign-
cloth boycott by increasing khadi propaganda.” The experience
of the last year has shown the capacity of khadi production to
respond promptly to any increase in demand; and we have to
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maintain not merely the existing work, but extend the spinning
activities still further. The least that we must do is to reach
the level of last year if we cannot show a substantial increase upon it.

Young India, 16-4-1931

4. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI

April 18, 1931
CHI. PRABHAVATI,

I got your letters. You seem to have made a mistake in
going there. However, don’t feel unhappy and spoil your health.
I feel that, now that you have gone, you will have to stay there
for at least some days for the sake of form. If Harasbabu re-
covers, you should come away. Today I am in Bombay, and
will return to Ahmedabad tomorrow. It seems I may have to
remain there for some days. Let that not give you a fright. I
am all right.

Mirabehn is here.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3398

5. INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS

BowmBAy,
April 18, 1931

Answering questions put to him by a group of pressmen, regarding the
recent complaint in a section of the Press, to which the retiring Viceroy also
had alluded in his reply to the Mill-owners’ Association address, Mahatma Gandhi
declared:

I have no war mentality. I have peace mentality at the present
moment and I should strain every nerve to retain that mentality
and establish permanent peace in the country for which my com-
panions also are striving.

Proceeding, he reiterated his view that he would not go to the Round
Table Conference until the communal problem was solved. He added that for
the present he had dismissed the idea of going to the Round Table Conference
until a communal solution was found.

Asked what his next programme was, he said he didn’t know it and would
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not be able to evolve one until he felt that no solution to the communal pro-
blem was in sight.
9. Can you make any statement regarding the communal problem?

A. I am unable to make any statement except that I shall
leave no stone unturned and pray for success because I know
prayer can move even mountains.

Q. Are you against separate electorates?
I am against nothing that will end the communal trouble.

Will not separate electorates widen the gulf between communities?

A
Q
A. These are not things for me to consider.
2. Do you expect to satisfy every section of Muslims?
A

I hope to satisfy all sections.

Q. What do you say about Mr. Shaukat Ali’s recent statement about
you being a danger in Indian politics?

A. Seeing that he is an old friend of mine, he was perfectly
right to say that thing about me.

Q. What do you say to the complaint made in the Anglo-Indian Press
that the Congress is not keeping the terms of the Truce?

A. I say emphatically “No”, except there have been isolated
cases and I am surprised to read Mr. Benn’s reply. In Gujarat,
there was satisfactory response. In Bardoli, for instance, peasants
have been paying up dues as quickly as possible. Up to the 16th
instant, Bardoli and Valod have paid Rs. 1,16,658 while Jalalpur
paid Rs. 196,453, after the announcement of Provisional Settle-
ment. I regard these as handsome figures and I cannot help
saying they have been grossly misinformed. Regarding lands al-
ready sold to third parties, he said he would ask on bended knees
these purchasers to return them and felt sure that every inch of
land would be returned.

Asked if he was not keeping the country in suspense, he said that the
country knew that every effort was being made to achieve lasting peace and if
it be not available, the country should be prepared to suffer.

Asked if he thought that by negotiations he could achieve permanent
peace, he declared that in negotiations backed by real strength, he most decid-
edly believed real peace could be had. Referring to the re-export of foreign
cloth, he said that the scheme! was being put into execution and also con-

1 At a meeting which Gandhiji had with the mill-owners, it was decided
to appoint an executive committee ‘‘to proceed with the scheme of speeding
up re-export” (The Bombay Chronicle, 17-4-1931)
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tradicted the report that he had any talk with Mr. Geoffrey Corbett about the
same.

The Hindu, 19-4-1931

6. SPEECH IN REPLY TO CORPORATION ADDRESS,
BOMBAT!

[April 18, 19317*

I had thought that the one address you had given me six
years ago’ was quite enough, but love knows no bounds and your
love has prompted you to present to me another address. But
you may be sure that I am not so unthinking as to appropriate
all that love for myself, for I know that as in 1924 so now it has
been given to me as a representative of the toilers of the land. I
claim to live for the semi-starved paupers of India and swaraj
means the emancipation of these millions of skeletons. Purna
swaraj denotes a condition of things when the dumb and the lame
millions will speak and walk. That swaraj cannot be achieved
by force, but by organization and unity. Your address I take it
is a token of your sympathy for Daridranarayana.

You have in your address referred to my endeavour for the
uplift of the so-called untouchables. Their rights should be our
sacred trust, but one of the indispensable conditions of swaraj
is that Hindus wipe out that stain on Hinduism.

India does not live in its towns but in its villages. But if the
cities want to demonstrate that their populations will live for the
villagers of India the bulk of their resources should be spent in
ameliorating the condition of and befriending the poor. We must
not lord it over them, we must learn to be their servants. When
the cities realize that they must live for the welfare of the poor,
they will make their palaces and institutions and the life of their
inhabitants correspond somewhat to our villages. Whilst there-
fore I am accepting an address from you for a second time you
will permit me to hope that you will more and more make the
cause of the poor your own and as an earnest of your desire to do
so I want you to identify yourselves with the thousands of workers
in the city. I want you to make them feel that the Corporation is

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai’s ‘“Weekly Letter’”; Gandhiji spoke in
Gujarati.

2 The date is from The Hindu, 19-4-1931.

3 Vide Vol. XXV, pp. 52-3.
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theirs as it is of the well-to-do. Handsome is that handsome does,
and Bombay the beautiful must do beautiful things for the poor.
If Bombay is the premier city in India it is chiefly because of the
Parsis whom the world recognizes as the most generous in their
charities. Does not this Corporation owe its influence to the
signal services of Sir Pherozeshah Mehta who was justly called the
father of this Corporation? You may not then lag behind in the
service of the poor.

You have referred to the question of communal unity. Let
all of us Hindus, Mussalmans, Parsis, Sikhs, Christians, live ami-
cably as Indians, pledged to live and die for our motherland. Let
it be our ambition to live as the children of the same mother,
retaining our individual faiths and yet being one, like the countless
leaves of one tree. You have blessed my endeavour to achieve
communal unity. But it cannot be achieved by the efforts of a
single individual.

One word more. If the appeal I have made in the cause of
the poor has gone home and if you will identify yourselves more
with the villages, a beginning can be made by introducing hand-
spinning in your schools and making your 80,000 boys and girls
spin on the takli. This can be done at the least expense and
without any difficulty, and in the wake of the takli khadi will
follow as a matter of course. What can be better education for
our boys and girls than that they should learn through spinning
to identify themselves with the poor. May God give you the
strength and the will to serve the inarticulate millions of India.

Young India, 23-4-1931

7. TO THE SATYAGRAHI FARMER

Many satyagrahi farmers in the Kheda, Surat and Broach
districts forfeited their lands, lost their crops, had their homes
robbed; they were rendered homeless, the homes of some were
burnt down and a settlement was made without getting anything
in return for this and, going even further, those who could pay
have been asked to pay up their revenue dues and, as if this
was not enough, so many Patels and Talatis have not been restored
to their offices—those who think along these lines can never be
satisfied.

But another line of thought can be as follows. The farmer
has no grounds whatsoever to complain. This is so because
when he joined the struggle, he had decided to risk the loss of his
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fields, his home, his livestock and his life and property. He was
prepared to lose his all in order to win swaraj. Hence, if he gets
something back now, it should be regarded as a windfall. If he
reasons on these lines, he would have no cause for complaint at all.
Some may argue in their impatience: How can we be reconciled to
the losses as long as swaraj has not been won? The reply to this
is that this Truce has been signed in the midst of the struggle;
it is not the end of it. While suffering a total loss, whatever has
been spared should be gladly accepted. We should welcome any
opportunity of sacrificing our all, till such time as swaraj is won.
Hence no one should have any reason for despondency because of
losses incurred. This Settlement has not been made in order to
make good our losses; rather, it is a step towards swaraj. Under-
lying it is indeed the idea that we should spare ourselves any
avoidable loss. This is already being realized. Whatever has
been made good from the loss already incurred should be regarded
as a fresh gain. Those who realize this should not become impa-
tient; let those who are being tried be released at a later date,
let there be delay in returning lands which have been attached,
let some time elapse before Patels and others who had resigned
and relinquished their offices can take up their posts again. This
may involve a violation of the Pact in some respects on the part
of the Government. We should put up with it and continue to
observe the conditions which bind us. If we do so, we shall add
to our strength in every way.

As we are not at present practising non-co-operation with the
Government, we can meet its officials and put before them what-
ever complaints we wish to.

One of the biggest complaints is in respect of the lands which
have been sold. It is necessary to be patient in regard to this.
Owners of lands should be convinced at heart that in the end
they will certainly be restored to them. But we wish to do so
only in a straightforward way and not through force. We have
a right to reason and plead with those who have bought these
lands. I believe that we shall succeed in persuading them. But
even if we fail, what does it matter ? That should not make any-
one conclude that we shall never recover the lands. We should
have the self-confidence that we shall secure swaraj within a short
time. The first task of the government under swaraj should be
to redress such acts of injustice. Here I am speaking not of the
distant future but of the immediate future. Suppose we do not
win swaraj in the near future, then the time will again come
for us to abandon our lands and our homes, and the Sardar, I and
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others will be enjoying ourselves in the prison-palace. Hence those
whose lands have been sold, should have patience.

However, I myself have not lost hope of persuading those who
have bought the lands. These are our own brethren. It is re-
ported that there are Parsis, Muslims and Dharala Thakores
amongst them. All of them have a heart. They all know that
they have bought the land cheap. They too would be ashamed
of this fact. I believe that they will certainly return the land
if they realize the fact that the land had been owned by those who
had come forward to suffer for the sake of swaraj. The Patidars
have a special duty towards the Dharala Thakores. They should
remove whatever injustices the latter have suffered in the past;
they should be made to feel one with the rest of us. It does no
credit to a swarajist to give up hope of ever persuading the pur-
chasers. Whatever happens, we should not start a struggle of any
kind against them. We should avoid all such situations which
would lead to a clash with them. The land will remain untilled
this monsoon. It is our dharma to put up with this loss and
those who have self-confidence will do so.

A few words now regarding the payment of revenue dues.
It is the dharma of those who can to pay up their dues. Let no
one believe in the topsyturvy justice that if one person pays up,
others must necessarily do so; likewise, it is contrary to law to be-
lieve that no one should pay up because someone does not do so.
The right course is the one which I have suggested. Those who
can should certainly pay up. There is no question here of paying
up by contracting debts. It is solely a question of one’s own capacity.
Our goodness and our strength lie in abiding by the conditions of
the Settlement even at the cost of some hardship to ourselves.

[From Gujarati]

Navajivan, 19-4-1931



8. LETTER TO REGINALD REYNOLDS

SABARMATI,
April 19, 1931

MY DEAR ANGADAL

You will see I have dealt with your letter in Young India?
as you had wished. Tell me if it gives you any satisfaction. If
you are not convinced of the correctness of the step now, you will
in course of time. It is either war or the attainment of the goal.
Do not therefore desert the cause or give me up.

But I am concerned more with your personal references than
with your spirited attack on the Settlement. Why has the en-
gagement been again broken ? What are you doing now ? If you
are not at peace with yourself there, will you not come here?
You know that the Ashram is your second home.

For the first time after my discharge?, I feel I have a little
time today.

Love.

Baru

From a photostat: C. W. 4540. Courtesy: Swarthmore College, Phila-
delphia

1 The messenger sent by Rama to negotiate the return of Sita by Ravana,
in the Ramayana; vide also Vol. XLIII, p. 185, footnote 2. Reginald Reynolds
had carried Gandhiji’s letter of March 2, 1930 to Lord Irwin; ibid., pp. 2-8.

2 Vide pp. 3-8.

3 On January 26, 1931, from Yeravda Central Prison
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9. LETTER TO SAHABJI MAHARAY

AHMEDABAD,
April 19, 1931
DEAR FRIEND,
It is only today that I find a little quiet to attend to the
arrears of my correspondence. I thank you for your letter.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. Gaxpur

SHRI SAHABJI MAHARAJ
Davar Bach
AcGraA

From a photostat: G.N. 2158

10. LETTER TO DR. SYED MAHMUD
April 19, 1931

DEAR DR. MAHMUD,

Twice I took up the pen to write to Syed Hassan Imam
and twice I lacked the courage to write. I felt and still feel
that it is best for me not to write to any Muslim friend so as to
influence him in favour of the Nationalist Muslim view. But I
shall redeem my promise to you if you still want me to write
to Syed Hassan Imam.

Yours  sincerely,

M. K. Ganbur
Dr. SyEp ManmuDp
SwaARrA] BrAVAN
ALLAHABAD
From a photostat: G.N. 5077
17
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11. LETTER TO GOKIBEHN

VIDYAPITH,
April 19, 1931

DEAR SISTER,

Lakshmidas has already written to you and informed you that
it has been decided to marry Chi. Lakshmi to Chi. Jivandas im-
mediately. I am dictating this letter in case Lakshmidas has not
communicated the #ithi! to you. The ceremony will commence at
7.15 p.m. next Tuesday. I know that we should not expect your
presence on that occasion. But the bride and the bridegroom
must get your blessings. You should get this letter tomorrow,
that is, Monday. If you do, you may send your blessings even by
a letter and the couple will receive them in time. If, however,
you get this letter on Tuesday, send your blessings by wire. All
of us doubted whether it would be proper to celebrate this wed-
ding so soon. We all share your grief. If any impropriety has
been committed in fixing this wedding, the blame and the respon-
sibility for it rest on me. As usual, Lakshmidas has taken no
responsibility upon himself. He has not even arrived here till
now—he will arrive tomorrow. I had only one reason for deciding
to fix the wedding immediately. I don’t look upon marriage as an
occasion for enjoyment. I look upon it as a purely religious
ceremony. We cannot postpone a religious ceremony, whatever
the circumstances. Both Lakshmi and Jivandas desired that the
wedding should take place early, and the former was keen that
the ceremony should be performed in my presence. Since it was
quite uncertain where I would stay now and how long, I select-
ed the earliest mukurt2. I thought that it was necessary to tell you
all this, and I satisfy my wish to do so while begging you to send
your blessings. Send the letter or the wire cf/o the Ashram.
The marriage ceremony will take place in Dr. Mehta’s bungalow
near the Ashram. Give my blessings to Mani. I am sure she

fulfils all your expectations. Also ask her to write to me.
Jai Shri Krishna from

MoHANDAS
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9812

I Date
2 Auspicious day and hour
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12. LETTER T0 FJ. H. GARRETT!
April 20, 1931

I enclose herewith a translation of what purports to be a
notice from the Borsad Mamlatdar. You had left me under the
impression that you would investigate the matters I had discussed
with you and that I would know from you what was intended to
be done. The notice seems to ignore these conversations and the
Congress as the intermediary between the Government and the
people. If this is to be the position to be finally taken up by
the Government it will, in my opinion, be a distinct breach of the
Settlement.

After the conference with the local workers Sardar Vallabhbhai
and I have come to the following conclusions:

1. Ras has been so hard hit that it can hardly pay anything.

2. The remaining villages will endeavour to pay one year’s
dues to the utmost extent possible. I am having an exhaustive note
prepared on this matter.

3. Taqavi and the balance of arrears should be suspended.
If the Government notice of 11th March last re-suspends suspended
arrears in all cases, how much more are the villages affected by
the movement in need of such relief ? That in the opinion of the
Government their misfortunes may be considered to be due to
their own fault is an irrelevant consideration after the Settlement.

4. The Settlement clearly contemplates waiver of Rakha,
attachment, and notice-fee charges. These therefore should not be
demanded.

On receipt of a reply from you I shall arrange with the people
for payment in accordance with the foregoing offer.

I leave Ahmedabad for Bardoli on 2Ist by the 10.55 p.m.
passenger train.

Young India, 20-8-1931

I Garrett was then Commissioner, Northern Division.
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13. LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI

AHMEDABAD,
April 20, 1931

CHI. MANILAL AND SUSHILA,

I kept thinking about you the whole of yesterday and today.

I cannot spare time to write a long letter. I pray that in East

Africa all three of you may make great progress in every direction.

Do all work without attachment. Read the preface to Anasakti-

yoga' frequently, if it does not tire you. The more you study it,

the more clearly will you understand how to act, and in conse-
quence you will experience spiritual contentment.

Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 4783

14. FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO HARI GANESH PHATAK>
[After April 20, 1931T

The Congress cannot permit any seals to be broken. By
British cloth I suppose you mean foreign cloth. Under the terms,
the Cong[ress] cannot distinguish between British cloth and other
foreign cloth and give preference to the latter.

From a microfilm: S.N. 17006

1 Vide Vol. XLI.

2 President, Swadeshi Sabha, Poona

3 The letter was written in reply to addressee’s letter dated April 20,
1931, which read: ‘““We are putting the following urgent matter before you for
your advice. In last December the cloth merchants of Poona entered into an
agreement with the Swadeshi Sabha that they would put seals on the British
cloth in their stock, that they would not import foreign cloth and would not
order cloth from mills boycotted by the Congress. They took assurance from
the Sabha that it would not picket their shops. These terms were entered
into under pressing circumstances. All merchants without exception entered
into this agreement. Some 80 shops have their British cloth sealed till the
Gandhi-Irwin Settlement and 50 shops are yet remaining. We stopped to seal
the cloth as we thought it would run counter to the terms of settlement.
But as the agreement was made before the Settlement of Truce terms and only
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15. LETTER T0 J. H. GARRETT

GUJARAT VIDYAPITH,
AHMEDABAD,
April 21, 1931

DEAR MR. GARRETT,

I have to thank you for your exhaustive reply.!

The chief point of the moment is with reference to the status
of the Congress in the Settlement. If you agree that the Settle-
ment is between the Congress and the Government, and if it is the
Congress that has to implement its terms so far as they are appli-
cable to the people, it follows that the Congress must be recogniz-
ed as the intermediary between the Government and the people
whom the Congress represents. If such was not the case, I suppose
that I should have no right to see you or to correspond with you
or to receive your replies in the several matters arising out of the
Settlement. Your letter raises a question of the first magnitude,
and on your reply to it will depend the action to be taken by me
in connection with the Settlement. Meanwhile, I refrain from deal-
ing with the details covered by your letter.

Yours sincerely,

J. H. GarreTT, ESQUIRE
AHMEDABAD

A.I.C.C., File No. 16-C. 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library

its execution was left we do not think it would affect the Truce. We know that
in Delhi the agreement prior to the Gandhi-Irwin Settlement has been allowed
to stand as it was. If our agreement stands the vigilance committee would see
that not an inch of foreign cloth comes to Poona hereafter. However, we
would like to know from you whether we should proceed with our work or
should give it up and allow the merchants to break their seals. The matter
is very urgent and we hope it will claim your early attention.”
1 Vide Appendix I.
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16. LETTER TO BALKRISHNA BHAVE
April 21, 1931

CHI. BALKRISHNA,

All these days I had no free time at all when I could write
to you. But you were constantly in my thoughts and I used to
inquire after you daily. I should advise you to remain peaceful
in mind now and let things happen as they will. The best re-
medy is to do as follows:

1. Drink every fifteen minutes as much warm water as you
can.

2. Take an enema daily.

3. If you feel hungry, drink the juice of oranges, pomegrana-
tes, pineapples or fresh grapes.

4. I put Ramanama last, but I believe it to be the best re-
medy. The other three go with this japal.

If you are destined to live longer, these measures will suffice.
If not, I have no doubt at all that other remedies will fail, too.

I am sure that your mind is at peace.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujaratii C.W. 804. Courtesy: Balkrishna
Bhave

17. SPEECH AT SABARMATI ASHRAM, AHMEDABAD
April 21, 1931

Mahatma Gandhi was present this evening on the occasion of the mar-
riage ceremony of Lakshmi, daughter of Lakshmidas Gandhi, a khadi worker, in
Dr. Pranjivandas’s Bungalow near Sabarmati Ashram. The marriage ceremony
was very simple and brief. Mahatma Gandhi administered the marriage oath.

Before the marriage ceremony, Gandhiji entered his Ashram and attended
the evening prayer for the first time after his Dandi March. Addressing a
small congregation consisting of the inmates of the Ashram, Mahatma Gandhi
said that he did not expect to be back in the Ashram at so short a time. He
had, however, not returned to the Ashram after the conclusion of peace. He

I Recitation
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had come for a special occasion, viz., the marriage of a girl who was brought
up in the Ashram. The marriage of one connected with the Ashram during
the time of war would cause surprise, but this marriage was not to serve as
an example. Those who could not do without marriage were at liberty to
marry. Celibacy was enjoined in the Ashram, but it was not compulsory.
Those who could not remain celibate, might leave the Ashram.

It was not known, when the fight would be resumed. But it would be
a fierce fight, if it was resumed. The inmates of the Ashram should there-
fore be alert and augment their strength. Courage and purity of the
people had been fully awakened, and if the fight was resumed, crores would
take part. But if all of them lost heart and remained aloof they (inmates of
the Ashram) were to set example and give the lead.

The Bombay Chronicle, 23-4-1931

18. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI
April 22, 1931

CHI. PRABHAVATI,

I got your letters. Why is it that you fell ill as soon as you
got back there? Cannot you again run away from there and go
to the Ashram? If there is nothing particular you have to do
there, you should come away. I am writing this from Surat on
my way to Bardoli. I think I shall have to stay in Bardoli for
at least eight days. I am more or less all right.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3399
19. LETTER TO R. M. MAXWELL!
BarpoLr,

April 22, 1931

I enclose herewith copies of the latest correspondence between
the Commissioner, Northern Division, and myself. If His Ex-
cellency too takes the same view that Mr. Garrett does about the
Congress mediation, I feel that it nullifies the whole Settlement.
It was only when the Government of India and the British Govern-
ment recognized that the Congress truly represented the people

! Private Secretary to Acting Governor of Bombay
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that there was the Settlement between it and the Government.
To repudiate the Congress as the intermediary between the people
and the Government means repudiation of the Settlement.

In the light of this extraordinary development, the other
matters about which I complained on the 17th instant pale into
insignificance. But I recapitulate the main points here to show
how far Government have till now failed to implement the Settle-
ment.

1. Some of the Sholapur prisoners and several other prison-
ers who the Congress claims are covered by the Settlement still
remain undischarged.

2. Several such prosecutions are still continued.

3. Civil resisters coming under the Foreigners’ Act have not
yet had the ban removed.

4. Vatan and Inam cases against civil resisters have not yet
been withdrawn.

5. Officials such as Patels, etc., who resigned during the
Civil Disobedience period still remain unreinstated though the
appointments held by the new incumbents are all, so far as I am
aware, temporary or ‘“‘until further orders”, and although several
new Patels are undesirable.

6. Confiscated movables and immovables have not yet under
some pretext or other been returned.

7. Liquor vendors still continue their unlicensed business in
spite of the knowledge of the authorities.

8. Names and prices of the forfeited lands with the dates of
sales and the way in which they were sold have not yet been
supplied.

9. On the ground of ‘non-co-operation’ during the Civil
Disobedience period, the Government still withhold grants from
the Ahmedabad municipality for education, dispensation from
revenue dues for lands used for purposes of sanitation and for a
hospital and maternity home. This matter though not specifically
mentioned in the Settlement clearly falls within its scope.

I would like to have Government’s final decision on all these
points. I promised to furnish Mr. Collins with details of the cases
under clauses 1 and 4. These are being collected. But I think a
general order will cover these cases. But if the Congress is not
recognized as the proper intermediary, everything else recedes in
the background.!

Young India, 20-8-1931
1 For addressee’s reply, vide Appendix II.



20. LETTER TO H. W. EMERSON!

Barpori,
April 22, 1931

DEAR MR. EMERSON,

It grieves me to have to bother you again. But the Settle-
ment, so far as Gujarat is concerned, is in imminent danger of a
breakdown. I enclose copies of the correspondence between the
Bombay Government and myself. I am straining every nerve to
prevent a breakdown. I am trying all the powers of persuasion
I can command. But the strain is proving unbearable.?

Yours  sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI

Home Department, Political, File No. 33/XI & KWs/1931. Courtesy:
National Archives of India

21. LETTER T0O T. B. SAPRU

Barpoti,
April 22, 1931

DEAR SIR TE]J,

Many thanks for your letter. I am getting better.

I am trying in my own way to reach a solution of the com-
munal tangle. If there is no success I would not have the heart
to go to London. I said as much to Lord Irwin. I did not meet
the new Viceroy? in Bombay. I shall await the volumes on the
Round Table Conference I thought something was already printed.

Yours,

M. K. GanpHI
SiR Tej BAHADUR SAPRU
19 ALBERT RoAD, ALLAHABAD

From a photostat: G.N. 7591

1 Home Secretary to the Government of India
2For the addressee’s reply, vide Appendix III.
3 Lord Willingdon
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22. TELEGRAM TO LAXMIDUTT!

[On or after April 22, 1931]

EXPOSE THEM.

GANDHI
From a microfilm: S.N. 17014

23. FOREIGN CLOTH AND OTHER BRITISH GOODS

It is devoutly to be wished that Englishmen in general and
Lancashire mill-owners in particular will realize that India to be
free from chronic starvation must for ever banish foreign cloth
whether English, Japanese or any other. This is an economic nece-
ssity which will not be removed even when India acquires the
most complete independence. Among the very first acts of a
popular government would certainly be complete prohibition of
foreign cloth.

And foreign cloth will be replaced not by indigenous mill-
cloth but by khaddar spun and woven in 7,00,000 villages of
India. Though the indigenous mills undoubtedly and automatically
benefit by the foreign-cloth boycott, the Congress concentrates
its main energy in this boycott on behalf of khaddar, i.e., the toil-
ing millions. Let all the foreigners understand that this boycott
movement is a mass movement, it is a humanitarian movement.
Foreign manufacturers will in the end advance their own and their
operatives’ interest by realizing and recognizing the intensity and
the purity of the movement. It has political consequences, but
being a purely economic and humanitarian movement it should
command the support of the whole world.

And yet needlessly bitter and unwarranted agitation has been
launched out against foreign-cloth boycott in England. The tre-
mendous advantage gained by England owing to the removal of
the boycott of British goods is hardly ever noticed. This is not
fair play. This suppression of a fact of very great importance

1 This was in reply to the addressee’s telegram dated April 22, 1931, from
Indore, which read: ‘“Foreign cloth dealers have broken promise. Please advise
what to do. Laxmidutt Swadeshi Pracharak Mandal.”
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makes much more difficult the solution of the Indian question which
is already difficult enough. Do the English public know that the
British goods boycott movement is over thirty years old? Do they
realize that it gained the greatest impetus during the last struggle
and that it attained success almost as great as the movement
against foreign cloth ? India will for a long time to come, if not
always, need certain things from foreign countries. Today the
Settlement is provisional. Suppose there is a lasting settlement
and an honourable partnership between England and India, will
not the trade with England in other articles that India may need
to import more than compensate for the loss of the piece-goods
and yarn custom which England must forgo in every case?

The thing to realize is that India can no longer be the dump-
ing ground for every thing English or foreign whether she wants
it or not. The days of exploitation are over. We may or may
not achieve communal unity. If we fail, we may not have im-
mediate independence. But the world will find that all Hindus,
Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Parsis, Jews, for whom India is their
home, will fight unitedly to resist the exploitation of India’s re-
sources for the benefit of the foreigner. They will resist the cease-
less annual drain which starves all the communities with ruthless
impartiality.

Young India, 23-4-1931

24. FOREIGN MISSIONARIES

Correspondents angry or curious have sent me clippings from
the Press or their comments on what has been ascribed to me
by interviewers on the subject of foreign missionaries.! Only one
correspondent has been cautious enough to ask me whether I am
correctly reported. Even George Joseph, my erstwhile co-worker
and gracious host in Madura, has gone into hysterics without con-
descending to verify the report. That is the unkindest cut of all.

This is what a reporter has put into my mouth:

If instead of confining themselves to humanitarian work and material
service to the poor, they do proselytization by means of medical aid, edu-
cation, etc., then I would certainly ask them to withdraw. Every nation’s
religion is as good as any other. Certainly India’s religions are adequate for
her people. We need no converting spiritually.

1 Vide Vol. XLV, p. 320.
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I have given so many interviews that I cannot recall the time
or the occasion or the context for the statement. All I can say
is that it is a travesty of what I have always said and held. My
views on foreign missions are no secret. I have more than once
expounded them before missionary audiences. I am therefore un-
able to understand the fury over the distorted version of my views.

Let me retouch the statement as I should make it:

‘If instead of confining themselves purely to humanitarian
work such as education, medical services to the poor and the
like, they would use these activities of theirs for the purpose of
proselytizing, I would certainly like them to withdraw. Every
nation considers its own faith to be as good as that of any other.
Certainly the great faiths held by the people of India are adequate
for her people. India stands in no need of conversion from one
faith to another.’

Let me now amplify the bald statement. I hold that
proselytizing under the cloak of humanitarian work is, to say the
least, unhealthy. It is most certainly resented by the people here.
Religion after all is a deeply personal matter, it touches the heart.
Why should I change my religion because a doctor who professes
Christianity as his religion has cured me of some disease or why
should the doctor expect or suggest such a change whilst I am
under his influence? Is not medical relief its own reward and
satisfaction ?  Or why should I whilst I am in a missionary educa-
tional institution have Christian teaching thrust upon me? In my
opinion these practices are not uplifting and give rise to suspi-
cion if not even secret hostility. The methods of conversion must
be like Czsar’s wife above suspicion. Faith is not imparted
like secular subjects. It is given through the language of the
heart. If a man has a living faith in him, it spreads its aroma
like the rose its scent. Because of its invisibility, the extent of its
influence is far wider than that of the visible beauty of the colour
of the petals.

I am, then, not against conversion. But I am against the
modern methods of it. Conversion nowadays has become a
matter of business, like any other. I remember having read a
missionary report saying how much it cost per head to convert
and then presenting a budget for ‘the next harvest’.

Yes, I do maintain that India’s great faiths are all-sufficing
for her. Apart from Christianity and Judaism, Hinduism and its
offshoots, Islam and Zoroastrianism are living faiths. No one
faith is perfect. All faiths are equally dear to their respective
votaries. What is wanted therefore is living friendly contact
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among the followers of the great religions of the world and not a
clash among them in the fruitless attempt on the part of each
community to show the superiority of its faith over the rest.
Through such friendly contact it will be possible for us all to rid
our respective faiths of shortcomings and excrescences.

It follows from what I have said above that India is in no
need of conversion of the kind I have in mind. Conversion in the
sense of self-purification, self-realization is the crying need of the
times. That however is not what is ever meant by proselytizing.
To those who would convert India, might it not be said,
‘Physician heal thyself’?

Young India, 23-4-1931

25. ‘ONE OF THE MANY’ (?)

The open letter written by “One of the Many” is the late
Sukhdev’s letter. Sjt. Sukhdev was Sardar Bhagat Singh’s comrade.
The letter was delivered to me after his death. Want of time
prevented me from giving the letter earlier publication. It is
printed without any alteration.!

The writer is not “one of the many”. Many do not seek the
gallows for political freedom. However condemnable political
murder may be, it is not possible to withhold recognition of the
love of the country and the courage which inspire such awful
deeds. And let us hope that the cult of political assassination is
not growing. If the Indian experiment succeeds, as it is bound
to, the occupation of the political assassin will be gone for ever.
At any rate I am working in that faith.

The writer does me less than justice when he says that I have
made no more than sentimental appeals to the revolutionaries to
call off their movement, and I claim on the contrary that I have
given them hard facts which, though they have been often repeated
in these columns, will bear recapitulation:

1. The revolutionary activity has not brought us near our goal.

2. It has added to the military expenditure in the country.

3. It has given rise to reprisals on the part of the Govern-
ment without doing any good.

4. Whenever revolutionary murder has taken place, it has
for a time and in that place demoralized the people.

5. It has in no way contributed to mass awakening.

1 Vide Appendix IV.
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6. Its effect on the masses has been doubly bad in that they
had to bear the burden ultimately of additional expense and the
indirect effect of Government wrath.

7. Revolutionary murder cannot thrive in the Indian soil,
Indian tradition, as history teaches us, being unfavourable to the
growth of political violence.

8. If the revolutionaries seek to convert the masses to their
method, we would have to wait for an indefinitely long time for it
to permeate the masses and then to gain freedom.

9. If the method of violence ever becomes popular, it is bound
to recoil, as it has done in other countries, on our own heads.

10. The revolutionaries have an ocular demonstration of the
efficacy of the opposite method, i.e., non-violence, which has gone
on in spite of sporadic cases of violence on their part and in spite
even of violence occasionally done by the so-called votaries of non-
violence.

11. Revolutionaries should accept my testimony when I tell
them that their activity has not only not done any good to the
movement of non-violence, but it has on the contrary harmed the
cause. In other words, if I had a completely peaceful atmosphere
we would have gained our end already.

These, I claim, are hard facts and no appeal to sentiment.
But the writer further objects to my making public appeals to
the party and suggests that thereby I help the bureaucracy to crush
the movement. Surely the bureaucracy is in no need of my help
to deal with the movement. It fights for life both against the
revolutionary and me. It scents more danger from the non-violent
movement than from the violent. It knows how to deal with the
latter. It is baffled by the former which has already shaken it to
its foundations.

Moreover, authors of political murder count the cost before
they enter upon their awful career. No action of mine can possibly
worsen their fate.

And seeing that the revolutionary party must work in secret,
I have no other way open to me but that of making public appeals
to its unknown members. I may say parenthetically that my
public appeals have not altogether fallen on deaf ears. I count
many past revolutionaries among my co-workers.

The open letter complains that prisoners other than satya-
grahis have not been released. I have explained in these pages
the reasons why it was impossible to insist on the release of the
other prisoners. Personally, I want the release of all of them.
I would make every effort to secure their release. I am aware
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that some of them ought to have been discharged long ago. The
Congress has a resolution in that behalf. Sjt. Nariman has been
appointed by the Working Committee to collect all names. As
soon as he has got the list, steps will be taken to secure their
release. But those who are out must help by preventing revolu-
tionary murder. We may not have the cake and also eat it. Of
course there are political prisoners who should be discharged in
any case. I can only give the assurance to all concerned that
the delay is due not to want of will but to want of ability. Let it
be also remembered that when the final settlement comes, if it
does, in the course of a few months, all political prisoners must be
discharged. If it does not come, those who are trying to secure the
release of the other political prisoners will find themselves in prison.

Young India, 23-4-1931

26. VADAPALLI SHOOTING

The following report! deserves public attention and action.
Since my discharge from prison, I have had many stories of police
high-handedness in the South. The impression left on my mind
was that in no other part of India was it worse than in the South
and in the South nowhere worse than in Andhra. This verified
instance perhaps bears out the previous evidence.

Young India, 23-4-1931

27. AGAINST PICKETING

A retired Government officer from the South writes:2

I gather from the Hindu of Madras that you have published in Young
India® a new code of picketing liquor and foreign-cloth shops, and have
invited your readers to send you any other rules for picketing they might
think of. May I venture to suggest Punch’s famous advice: “Don’t” in this
connection ? In your most excellent address* to the journalists explaining
the terms of the Peace Pact you said among other things that freedom
was not worth having if itdid not include freedom to err and even to

I Not reproduced here. It had stated that the police firing on March 30
during the car festival at Vadapalli, 15 miles from Rajahmundry, was unjustified.

2 Only excerpts are reproduced here.

3 Vide Vol. XLV, pp. 291-2.

4 Vide Vol. XLV, pp. 250-6.
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sin, and you pointed out that when Almighty God Himself had given the
humblest of His creatures full freedom even to sin it was unthinkable
that any man should dare to deny the same complete freedom to his
fellow-creatures. May I most respectfully ask you then why you are
toiling night and day to prevent people from drinking liquor or wearing
foreign cloth if they liked to do so? . . . with results that would be
totally embarrassing. I hope you will not fail to bestow your best
thought on the matter and be quite sure that in encouraging picketing
in any form you are not helping to ‘sow the wind’.

The writer is plausible but not convincing. He forgets that
picketing is as old as time. It does not need legalizing. The
Settlement does not legalize that which was illegal before it.
Picketing is the right of a reformer which he may not give up
without giving up his cause.

The writer has been betrayed into the common error of think-
ing that because a man has the freedom to err or to sin, any warn-
ing against sin would be an unpardonable interference with the
freedom. The fact is that individual freedom to sin carried with
it the freedom on the part of the public to wean the sinner from
his sin and even to legislate against it. “The wages of sin is
death.” No one can sin or err with impunity. What I have
protested against and what the world has always resented is the
arrogant and unctuous assumption by authority to force people
against their will to be ‘good’ and to claim infallibility about its
standard of what is good and what is bad. Peaceful picketing on
the other hand is a friendly warning against a practice that a re-
former thinks to be bad. When it goes beyond that point, and
becomes violent, the law steps in and prevents the person from
interfering with the human liberty. The writer has pictured the
dangers of picketing in certain conditions. He is not even original
in his illustrations. Temples have been picketed before now.
Only the attempt proved futile and was given up. And there is
nothing to prevent any person from renewing such picketing so
long as he observes the rule of the game and does not mind pub-
lic opprobrium. Picketing of drink and drug shops and foreign-
cloth shops has been possible and largely successful because there
is a public feeling against these shops. There is therefore no
danger of the Congress having ‘sown the wind and reaping the
whirlwind’.  Picketing of the educative type has come to stay,
for it has proved its usefulness.

Young India, 23-4-1931



28. AN INGENIOUS SUGGESTION

A correspondent sends the following ingenious suggestion for
solving the communal puzzle:

The Hindu and Muslim communities should have equality of
votes in every province. As an adjustment of communal voting, this is
obviously unjust to the majority community. The idea, however, is not
to adjust but to nullify communal voting. The result of adopting my
suggestions will be that every question on which the two communities
find themselves ranged on opposite sides at the polls will in effect be
decided by the votes of the other (minority) communities. It is under-
stood that these other communities will have proportional representation.

I make no comment on it for the simple reason that every-
thing will commend itself to me if it commends itself to the
communities concerned. Will the Mussalmans be satisfied, and how
would the Sikhs fare?

Young India, 23-4-1931

29. LETTER TO RAMBHAU KHARE
April 23, 1931

CHI. RAMBHAU,
You seem to have become so lazy that you never write to
me. Why is that so? You should now shake off your lethargy
and do some work. Otherwise your having gone there will have
served no purpose.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 288. Courtesy: Lakshmibehn
Khare
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30. CABLE TO “DAILY HERALD”
[After April 23, 19311

Eprtor
“DaiLy HEraLD”
Lonbon

YOUR  WIRE. REPORT ABOUT FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  WAS
DISTORTION OF MY VIEWS. HAVE PUBLISHED ‘‘YOUNG INDIA’
FULL ARTICLE SETTING FORTH VIEW. AM CERTAINLY AGAINST USE
OF HOSPITALS SCHOOLS AND LIKE FOR PURPOSES CONVERSION.
IT IS HARDLY HEALTHY METHOD AND CERTAINLY GIVES RISE
BITTER RESENTMENT. CONVERSION MATTER OF HEART AND
MUST DEPEND UPON SILENT INFLUENCE OF PURE CHARACTER
AND CONDUCT OF  MISSIONARIES. TRUE CONVERSION  COMES
IMPERCEPTIBLY LIKE AROMA OF A ROSE. THUS AM NOT AGAINST
CONVERSION AS SUCH BUT AM CERTAINLY AGAINST PRESENT
METHODS. CONVERSION MUST NOT BE REDUCED TO BUSINESS
DEPENDING FOR INCREASE UPON POUNDS SHILLINGS PENCE. I
ALSO HOLD THAT ALL GREAT RELIGIONS ARE OF  EQUAL
MERIT TO RESPECTIVE NATIONS OR INDIVIDUALS PROFESSING
THEM. INDIA IS IN NO NEED OF CONVERSION OF TYPE
DESCRIBED. WHILST UNDER SWARA] ALL WOULD BE FREE
EXERCISE THEIR OWN FAITHS. PERSONALLY I WOULD WISH
PRESENT METHODS ADOPTED BY MISSIONARIES WERE ABANDONED
EVEN NOW AND THAT UNDER CONVICTION NOT COMPULSION.

GANDHI

From a photostat: S.N. 17027

1 The article ‘“‘Foreign Missionaries’ referred to in the text was published
on April 23.
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31. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT

BarpoLi,
April 24, 1931

CHI. VASUMATI,
I got your letter. Take proper care of your health while
working. Be patient in everything you do. Let service be its
own reward, no matter what the results of your work. Who are
the others with you?
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9322

32. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

BarpoLr,
April 24, 1931

CHI. NARANDAS,

I got your letter. Ranchhodbhai should take Santok to Robin-
son for treatment of her molar.

Lilabehn may leave if she wishes, but she should be told
that she should not hope to be permitted to return.

Can I take it that Jamna is responding to treatment? If
Kusum, too, responds, you may call Radha there. She has still
not recovered.

I will write about the vow! if I get the time. I spend the
little time I have got in overtaking the correspondence which has
accumulated. I keep fairly fit.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I.

1 The swadeshi vow; wvide ‘““The Law of Swadeshi’’, 31-5-1931. Gandhiji
had written earlier on the other Ashram vows but had omitted the swadeshi
vow since in writing about it he might have had to touch upon political
matters.
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33. ADVICE TO PEASANTS, BARDOLI
April 24, 1931

Mahatma Gandhi had an informal discussion for an hour this afternoon
with those peasants of Bardoli taluka whose confiscated lands have been sold
by Government to third parties.

It is understood Gandhiji advised them not to obstruct the purchasers of
their lands if they came to take possession and to work on the lands. Mahatma
Gandhi added that they should have faith that they would get back their
lands at no distant date. For the present they might consider them lost in
the struggle for freedom.

The Bombay Chronicle, 25-4-1931

34. VIOLATION OF PLEDGE

A friend writes:!

It is my confirmed belief that my pledge not to visit the
Ashram is still intact and that it has not been violated in the
least. To abstain from going to the Ashram implies not staying
there for any length of time. This never implied, and should not
imply, that in case of need I cannot visit the sick there. Moreover,
it did not and does not mean that I cannot go there if it becomes
necessary to do so for the sake of the struggle itself. I cannot go
there for my convenience or other selfish end.

The Ashram is everything to me. I feel an attachment to it,
as it is my creation. For me it is the place where my ideals
can be realized. It is a source of inspiration to me. Ever since
my return to India, it is there that I derived the inspiration for
many, if not all, of the fresh steps which I have taken. By
beginning this latest struggle through the Ashram inmates, I hope
that even in the unhappy event of everyone being defeated someone
from the Ashram will come forward to continue the fight to the
very end. Regarding the Ashram I cherish the hope and the
delusion that at a time when violence prevails, a witness for

1 The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had referred to
Gandhiji’s vow not to return to the Ashram before India attained swaraj. Vide
also Vol. XLIII, pp. 59-60 and Vol. XLV, pp. 421-2.
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non-violence will come forth from the Ashram. It may be that
there are no grounds for this hope. It may well be that the
person of whom we may entertain expectations may disappoint us,
whereas one from whom we expect nothing at all may surpass our
hopes. This may well happen. I am publicly giving expression
to my fond hopes. I am pointing out where my expectations lie.
My prayer is that many non-violent, truthful persons may arise in
the country who will fight unto death. For me who has the ill-
usion that even if this prayer is not granted, some fruit will at
least be reaped from the Ashram—it is too much to give up the
Ashram. My renunciation holds good only so far as my self-
interest is concerned; it cannot imply the giving up of any occasion
for rendering service. Such renunciation cannot involve doing harm
to its very object.

I find no substance in the opposition to the red bungalow.
The only offence which it has committed is that it is in the
neighbourhood of the Ashram. It is absolutely detached from
the Ashram. Why should I not stay in the red bungalow if I
have some work pertaining to the Ashram but do not wish to
live in it? If there is no harm in staying at the Vidyapith, if there
is no harm in staying at Ambalalbhai’s house, why cannot I stay
at the red bungalow?

As a matter of fact, I would not regard it as a violation of
my pledge even if during my visits to Ahmedabad I put up at
the Ashram. But I gave up the idea of doing so as that would
have been misunderstood by people and from experience I find
that it was all to the good.

It is not right that we should interpret a pledge literally.
Rather than stick to the letter, we should consider its spirit. This
is the golden rule of interpreting a pledge. If more than one
interpretation is possible, we should give up that which is favour-
able to us and suffer any inconvenience which results from an un-
favourable interpretation and stick to it. Hence I cannot go to
the Ashram or stay there for accepting some service there. If I
am hungry and the Ashram is nearby, I cannot go there to get
food but should suffer my hunger until I find food elsewhere.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 26-4-1931



35. THE SARDA ACT!

A correspondent asks the following questions:?

In my opinion, the following are the replies, in the order
of the questions:

1. One can go and register complaints.

2. A true priest would not yield to threats or pressure.

3. Risks have to be taken in trying to do a good deed.
Hence when a certain course of action clearly seems to be our
dharma, it should be followed even at the risk of one’s life and
property. Every individual should decide for himself on every
occasion whether his duty demands risking his life and property.

4. The Congress does not stop with mere political activity.
It takes up all tasks which help in the uplift of the people. All
servants of the nation—whether men or women—should bear this
in mind while making their own decisions. Making a decision is
not always an easy task. There are many reforms which have to
be abandoned in the larger interests of the country. Hence the
question that arises is always as follows: “By taking up the cause
of this reform, do I increase or diminish my overall usefulness?”’
If the reply tends towards the latter, we should think twice before
taking up the cause of that reform.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 26-4-1931

36. WOMEN VOLUNTEERS AND KHADI

There is an association of women volunteers in Nadiad and
this question has come up there. Some people claim that a woman
volunteer can carry on picketing while clad in a mill-made sari,
etc; that it is no longer necessary now for those working for the
Congress to wear khadi. This reasoning is erroneous and the use
of mill-made saris and other clothes is not permitted. The rule
passed by the Congress is almost eight years old now. It was

1 This required that at the time of marriage a boy should be at least 18
and a girl of 14 years of age.
2 These are not translated here.
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attacked by many and was fully discussed at the annual session.
Despite this, Congress representatives have refused to alter the
clause relating to khadi and hence khadi has now taken deep
roots. No member of the Congress has the right to violate that
rule or break that tradition. In my opinion, therefore, the above
question should not have arisen at all.

But I have been told that if the condition in regard to khadi
is not relaxed, there will be a sharp fall in the number of women
volunteers and perhaps not a single woman volunteer will be
forthcoming locally in the Kheda district who would be prepared
to wear khadi. If this is a fact, it is a sad thing. Nevertheless,
as the person who has laid down the Shastra of khadi, I am pre-
pared to put up with this set-back. If there is real strength in
khadi and if there is any fapascharya behind it, it will overcome
this new difficulty which it is facing.

In the world, wherever people have swerved from the path of
truth they have done so to evade such difficulties. There is no
other motive for swerving from the path of truth. Human nature
tries to avoid difficulties. It seeks an easy way out. The easy
way takes one downhill, the difficult way leads one upwards. The
rule of physics applies also to spiritual matters. An object drops
heavily to the ground due to gravitation, whereas trying to lift it
up makes one breathless. Hence neglecting khadi in our impatience
to boycott foreign cloth is like abandoning the path of truth.
Every volunteer — man or woman — should bear in mind that the
boycott cannot succeed by deviating from that path, and even if
succeeded, it would not be worth while. We regard the boycott
of foreign cloth as our dharma because in it we see the means of
satisfying, more or less, the hunger of crores of persons and the
spinning-wheel is the means and this implies khadi. Hence no
Congress volunteer, whether a man or a woman, can use any-
thing but khadi.

What, then, of mill-made cloth?—some people thoughtlessly
ask. The movement for boycott was not started for the sake of
the Indian textile mills. However, mills too grow under the shade
of the great tree of khadi. Khadi spreads at a snail’s pace. Its
use has not yet become widespread. It is not available in every
town and every locality. In such circumstances, the Indian mills
can readily sell their stocks. But if these compete with khadi,
both would be faced with ruin. Whereas khadi needs the assis-
tance of advertising and exhibitions, the Indian textile mills stand
in no need of these. The latter get protection through the khadi
movement.
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A woman volunteer who is aware of this situation, while plead-
ing for boycott will insist upon the use of khadi and never ask
the people to use mill-made cloth. She would not recommend
the use of mill-made cloth even to those who refuse to use khadi.
Patiently and lovingly, she will refute the arguments against khadi
and to the very end she will recommend its use. Fearlessly, yet
with determination, she will say, “Indian mill-made cloth is not
meant for you, it is only for those who have not heard the mess-
age of the Congress.”

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 26-4-1931

37. WORTH WHILE QUESTIONS

A co-worker has sent me the following questions! which were
put to him:

I do not know of any freedom to import foreign cotton.? I
personally believe that if foreign cotton is required to produce
fine cloth, there is no harm in importing it. I see no harm in
importing raw material from abroad if we can make use of it.
We have seen that much harm is done by exporting raw material
which we can utilize, but just as it is advantageous to export
that which we cannot utilize, even so it is good to import any
necessary raw material.

Like raw cotton, raw silk may be imported from abroad, if
that is necessary.3 Silk in its raw form means cocoons. If these
can be imported from abroad and anyone orders them, there is
no harm in doing so from the economic stand-point. However,
from the stand-point of non-violence I would not approve of this
trade.

I have not heard of woollen ‘“‘tops”.* But just as in accor-
dance with the rule mentioned above, we cannot import foreign
cotton or silk yarn, likewise we cannot import woollen “tops”’. How-
ever, I do not know if an exception has been made in regard
to this.

I Not translated here

2 The question was why import of foreign cotton was permitted while
boycott of foreign yarn and cloth was being advocated.

3 The question was whether import of foreign raw silk was permitted
like that of foreign cotton.

4 Indian mills were importing woollen tops for the manufacture of high
quality woollens. Would the Congress policy permit such import?
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How is it possible that no one would have to undergo any
suffering while a country, steeped in slavery and reduced to dust,
is attempting to recover from this plight?! This has not happened
anywhere in history. A much larger number of weavers than
those engaged in weaving foreign yarn at present were once en-
gaged in weaving exclusively Indian yarn. If I had my way, I
would make these weavers who are unemployed at present weave
Indian yarn alone. With regard to such hardships, it is sufficient
to realize that if those who have used foreign yarn or traded in
it suffer losses or hardships now, it is their atonement for the sins
they have committed so far.

The answer to this? is contained in the above. In great struggles
we cannot like Banias make petty calculations. Such calculations
go ill with noble sentiments.

The success which was achieved was due to the sentiment
for khadi and the knowledge that the poor were being helped
thereby.* However much the Indian mills step up their produc-
tion, boycott cannot be achieved if this sentiment is absent. The
suggestion not to buy new cloth will not find acceptance without
such sentiment. The shortage of khadi was experienced for one or
two months only. At the end of that period, large quantities of
khadi began to be produced. If there is a demand, the requisite
amount of khadi can be produced within a short time. This is
because the means which are at hand for the production of khadi
are not available for the production of cloth in Indian mills.
Nature is favourable to khadi. Indian mills have to take risks
by opposing nature. I do not cite this as a drawback. Man goes

1'The question was: *‘Since the Congress advocated boycott of foreign
yarn which was largely used to feed handloom, there might be unemployment
among handloom weavers and as the yarn produced by the mills and on the
handloom did not come up to 40 counts, was it not prudent to postpone the
boycott of such yarn, until the same could be produced in the country?”

2 That foreign silk yarn and woollen yarn were being used hitherto
because they could not be produced indigenously. The stoppage of their
import would lead to large-scale unemployment. Moreover, 60 to 75 per cent
of the value of the cloth so produced remained in the country. Why then
prohibit this import?

3 1t was stated that Gandhiji had said that boycott of foreign cloth
was possible only through khadi, that when the boycott proceeded well the
previous year and the stocks of khadi ran out, there were two factors respon-
sible for its success, viz., cutting down cloth requirements to a minimum and
increasing indigenous mill-made cloth. Was it then not wise to make the
boycott easy by resorting to these means rather than insisting on the use of
khadi only?
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in for many adventures by opposing nature and some of these
are even desirable. At this juncture, by bringing in nature and
showing that khadi is in keeping with it, I am only describing an
existing situation. Experience has shown us that it is only after
the advent of khadi era that we began to believe in the possi-
bility of the boycott of foreign cloth, it is only after that that
there was an awakening among the people. It is only through the
presence of khadi that we can, to some extent, save the mill-owners
from the clutches of self-interest.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 26-4-1931

38. LETTER TO0 J. H. GARRETT

Borsap,
April 26, 1931

I have your letter of 24th instant.

It is hardly fair to tear from its context a sentence! from my
letter so as to give it a meaning wider than what it would bear
if the sentence was read in its context. If you accept the repre-
sentative character of the Congress, the party to the Settlement,
is it right to issue over the heads of the representatives the notice
that the Mamlatdars have issued in the place of the one about
which I complained?

I must confess that I miss the friendly response which I had
hoped our interview would evoke. I still ask you to approach
the Settlement in the spirit that actuated Lord Irwin. The way
you are going is the way of war. I assure you that I want to
work the Settlement in the friendliest spirit possible. Will you not
reciprocate ?

Young India, 20-8-1931

1 Vide the following item.



39. LETTER TO R. M. MAXWELL

As AT BoRrsap,
April 26, 1931

DEAR MR. MAXWELL,

I thank you for your letter! of the 24th instant. I must apo-
logize for the omission to send you a copy of my letter of the 20th
instant to Mr. Garrett. I repair the omission now and send you
a copy herewith as also translation of the circular now recalled.
From the copy you will observe that I never claimed that the
Government and the people can have no dealings with one another
except through the Congress. My objection was to the Mamlat-
dar’s notice issued over my head whilst negotiation was going on
between Mr. Garrett and myself. Mr. Garrett, you will note,
gave the following categorical reply:

You refer to the Congress as an intermediary between the Govern-
ment and the people. This is not one of the matters agreed upon in the
Settlement and I am unable to agree to the suggestion.

The position taken up in your letter under reply is surely
different from this as also different from what Mr. Garrett has
taken up in his latest letter of which I attach copy herewith.
He writes under date 24th instant.

You write that ‘the Congress must be recognized as the intermediary
between the Government and the people whom the Congress represents’.
I am unable to see anything in the terms of the Settlement which bears
on this point. There is nothing to prevent the Congress advising people
as to what they should do, nor can any restriction be placed on the duty
of the Government officers to perform their functions directly with those
concerned.

It will be observed that the quotation from my letter is
torn from its context and is thus made to bear a meaning which
is wider than the one it bears when read in its context. Mr.
Garrett wrote the letter after having ordered the issue of a revised
notice by Mamlatdars not very different from the notice which
it substitutes.

1 Vide Appendix II.
43
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My contention is that even the new notice is premature and
that in any case it should not have been issued without consultation
with the local workers. Such notices become necessary only when
it has become clear that the people affected are deliberately with-
holding payment. That this is not the case at present is mani-
fest from the fact that the people have been paying as fast as it
is possible in spite of the non-fulfilment in several respects by the
Government of the terms of the Settlement. This is hardly con-
sistent with the terms of the Settlement which contemplates ami-
cable relations and mutual trust. I confess that here, in Gujarat,

see not only no trust but a secretiveness and distrust which one
sees when the relations are strained. I hope that the matter will
receive His Excellency’s immediate attention. Notwithstanding the
serious grievance, I want to give my assurance that I am anxious
that the people should carry out their part of the Settlement to
the fullest extent possible.

If His Excellency the Acting Governor thinks that any useful
purpose can be served by mutual discussion let him consider me
to be at his disposal.

Yours sincerely,

A.L.C.C. File No. 16-B, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Also Young India, 20-8-1931.

40. LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA

Barpori,
April 26, 1931

DEAR SATIS BABU,

I have not been able to overtake the immense arrears of corres-
pondence, but now that I have got shorthand assistance, I hope
to overtake them, if I get a few more quiet days that I have
been getting just now. Your letters make instructive reading. I
wholly agree with you that it would be better for you to suspend
your picketing activity till the atmosphere is clearer and you are
not liable to be misunderstood. I like also the idea of your
steering clear of all parties. Please give my love to Dr. Roy. I
hope he is now fully restored. He has yet plenty of service to see
through. In launching out on Rashtravani', you will follow the
golden prescription that it must be self-supporting.

1 A Bengali Weekly
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What is your food now and how many pounds of weight
have you regained? It is probable that for some days to come
I may be in Gujarat.

Did you see Mr. Mujibar Rehman and if you did, what hap-
pened?

Yours sincerely,

Surr SAaTis CHANDRA Das Gurta
15 CoLLEGE SQUARE, CALCUTTA

From a microfilm: S.N. 17017

41. LETTER TO E. STANLEY JONES

BarpoLi,

April 26, 1931
DEAR FRIEND,

Your open letter has come upon me as a shock, the more so
as you yourself distrusted the report and have suffered yourself
from misreporting. If you had just dropped a line before writing
your long open letter how much precious time, that for you and
me belongs to God, would have been saved. As it is, in the lan-
guage of the Gita, you have been guilty of theft and, in the bargain,
have done a wrong to a friend.

It will please you to know that three unknown friends have
been more cautious. They have written to me to enquire whether
the report correctly sets forth my view. Next time you see some-
thing about me which may appear to you to misrepresent me as
you have known me, may I ask you to refer to me before you
pen another open or private letter. Lastly, if you have loved
me before, as I know you have, I hope that after reading my
article! in Young India on the subject matter of your open letter,
you will feel that you have no cause to change your attitude.
And why will you not love me even though I may err in your
estimation? Or must love require a consideration?

Yours  sincerely,

Rev. E. STANLEY JONES
SAT TAL ASHRAM
Sat TarL (Dt. Namnt Tar)

From a photostat: S.N. 17015

1 Vide pp. 27-9.



42. LETTER TO SURENDRA SINGH!

Barpori,

April 26, 1931
DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter as also a copy of the speech you
would have made at the Sikh League?. With some parts of your
letter I can heartily agree and I wish that we were rid of the
slightest communal taint. But it seems that, if there is any settle-
ment in the immediate future, there would be at least some com-
munalism about it.

I have never been able to understand the nationalism which
remains nationalistic only if all the rest do so and otherwise be-
come uncompromisingly communalistic.

I have not the dread that you have of adult suffrage. Every
form of suffrage will be liable to abuse, adult suffrage perhaps
the least so. And I have an effective antidote that might, to a
certain extent, obviate the mischief. But I need not dilate upon
it at the present moment.

I am also in agreement with you that we should have educa-
tion on the widest scale possible of the masses, not so much of
children as of grown-up men and women who will presently be
armed with great powers for good or evil. That education, I think,
the Congress has given not always successfully, not always well,
but on the whole undoubtedly successfully and well.

I do think that the association of high salaries with efficiency
and public honesty is an hypnotic effect produced by the rulers.
The sooner we get out of it the better it will be for us. The
present civil service is open to influences which are far more subtle
and deadly than open bribery. Nor do I consider the administra-
tion to be efficient except in so far as it guarantees at the point
of the bayonet safety for the lives of the European population but
certainly not of the masses. I think that we have patriotic men
and women enough in the country who, when we come to our
own, will gladly give their services for maintenance money that
will easily bear comparison with the average income of the toiling

1Of the Ministry of Agriculture
2 The meeting of the Sikh League was held at Amritsar on April 8.
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but starving millions. Poverty, if it is due to ignorance, is no
less due to heartless unparalleled exploitation.

Thus though we have differences of opinion I have valued your
letter and the enclosure, both of which I have read with a great
deal of interest. Do please therefore favour me again whenever
you have anything of importance to tell me.

Yours sincerely,
SARDAR SURENDRA SINGH
PunjaB CIviL SECRETARIAT
LAHORE

From a photostat: S.N. 17016

43. SPEECH TO VILLAGERS, AROTI
April 26, 1931

When Mr. Gandhi arrived the villagers told him that all their rice
crop worth about Rs. 50,000 which was the main crop of the village, had
been attached and sold to a Parsi for Rs. 1,400. They had no means of sup-
port and depended on the relief given by the Congress, but still the Mam-
latdar called upon them to pay land revenue.

Mr. Gandhi said that in view of their condition they were entitled
under the terms of the Truce to get time for the payment of land revenue. He
advised them as well as all peasants in Gujarat to pay land revenue if they
could, but if they could not pay they should not be afraid to refuse to pay
land revenue and patiently bear all the consequences. . . .

The Bombay Chronicle, 29-4-1931

44. LETTER T0 H. W. EMERSON

As AT BORsaD,
April 27, 1931
DEAR MR. EMERSON,

When I wrote to you last copy of an important letter! was
not sent to you for which I apologize and which I now send. More
correspondence has grown since. I send you copies of these also.
There are other ominous things which I need not mention now.

You will recall that the Government of India authorized co-
ercive measures on the strength of the Bombay Government report
of which you gave me a copy. I have already shown to you
how misleading that report was and how nobly, in my opinion,

1'To J. H. Garrett”; vide p. 19.
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the people have paid in spite of the fact that even now the
terms of the Settlement in several matters remain unfulfilled by the
local officials. I attach hereto a list which will enforce what I
have said. These people deserve better treatment than notices of
coercive processes. If the matters brought to your notice are
not clear to you, and if you think it necessary, you may drag me
to Simla. And if you do, it will be necessary for you to stop all
coercive processes at least pending our conversations.
I want your help in preventing a breakdown of the Settlement.
I have pledged my honour to Lord Irwin that I shall do nothing
that I could honourably refrain from doing to prevent a breakdown.
But it takes two to play a game. I feel safe in the confidence that
you on your part will not, if it is at all possible, allow a breakdown
in regard to what you have rightly said is a gentleman’s agreement.
Yours sincerely,

H. W. EMmERrson, Esg.
HoME SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
SimMLA

A.LI.C.C. File No. 16-B, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Also Young India, 20-8-1931

45. LETTER TO R. M. MAXWELL

Borsab,
April 28, 1931
DEAR MR. MAXWELL,

A friend has given me a copy of Government instructions about
relaxation of salt laws in terms of the Settlement but I have seen
nothing in the papers about the Government resolution. I have
purposely refrained from giving any guidance to my co-workers or
the public as I was given to understand by Mr. Emerson that
instructions regarding salt administration would be publicly
issued. Will you please tell me whether the Bombay Government
propose to issue definite public instruction so that the parties
interested may know exactly how they stand? I have already en-

quiries from many quarters.
Yours sincerely,

R. M. MaxweLL, Esg.
PrivATE SECRETARY TO H. E. THE GOVERNOR OF BomBAY
MAHABALESHWAR

A.ILC.C., File No. 16-C, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library



46. TELEGRAM TO THAKURDAS KHUSHALDAS!
[After April 28, 1931]

WHEN PEOPLE WON’'T LISTEN TO REASON YOU MAY FOR THE
TIME BEING LET THEM DO WHAT THEY LIKE.

A.I.C.C. File No. 3-A, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

47. TO THE CULTIVATORS OF KHEDA
[April 29, 193172

I had written in MNavajivan® that no cultivator* is obliged to
pay revenue by incurring debt. I write the following further to
clarify the matter.

1. Whether the cultivator has gone on ‘Hijarat’ or not if he
has suffered substantially by reason of satyagraha movement such
a satyagrahi Cultivator is not obliged to pay revenue by incurring
debt.

2. The duty of all other -cultivators—those who have not
taken part in the satyagraha movement and those who have not
suffered substantially—is to pay the revenue even if it becomes
necessary to incur debt for such purpose.

3. The -cultivators covered by item 1 should realize that
in my opinion their interest lies in keeping the Truce. I shall
make every endeavour to get suspension of their land revenue
up to next year but if I fail the peasants will have to undergo
considerable suffering and this suggestion does not apply to those
who are not prepared to undergo such suffering.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 3-5-1931

1 Secretary, District Congress Committee, Mirpurkhas (Sind), who in his
letter dated April 28, had sought Gandhiji’s views on Mirpurkhas cloth merchants’
decision to sell sealed foreign cloth against the Congress directive and the
counter-decision of satyagrahis to resort to picketing and hunger strike.

2From The Hindu, 30-4-1931

3 Dated 19-4-1931; vide pp. 13-5.

41In a translation of the item found in Home Department Political file
the word ‘‘Khatedar” has been used.

49
46-4



48. LETTER TO CHARU PROBHA DEVI

Borsabp,
April 29, 19531

DEAR CHARU PROBHA,

I was delighted to have your letter. You would certainly
not reject the company of the young men who may not hold the
same view on non-violence that you and I do but you will ex-
pect to convert them by your affection and still more by pro-
ving the efficacy of your own method in daily conduct. You will
not expect me to give you long letters. No apology is needed for
faulty English. Why should we be ashamed of making errors
in a foreign tongue? What, however, I would like you to do
is to pick up Hindi and begin to write in Hindi. Hindi you can
learn in a very short time.

Bapu

CHARU ProBHA DEVI
RajBar: (BENGAL)

From a photostat: G.N. 8701

49. LETTER T0 C. F. ANDREWS

[As AT] SABARMATI,!
April 29, 1931

I have had so many letters? from you but I have seemingly
neglected you. The factis I have had no time. Karachi washed
me out completely. The fatigue has not yet left me entirely. I
am obliged to sleep two or three times during the day so as to
keep me fresh for work that I must do.

I hope your sister is better if not completely restored. Any-
way I am glad you are by her side. Please give my love to her.

You have taken it for granted that I am going to London.
I am not at all sure and I am certainly not going if there is no

1 Gandhiji was at Borsad up to May 11 when he left for Simla. This
address was given in this and in other letters for convenience of reply.
2 Written from the United States and England
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Hindu-Muslim solution. There is no immediate prospect. And
then the Settlement itself runs the risk of being broken to pieces
in Gujarat. Of course I am making every endeavour to see that
it is honoured by the officials here. But it is an uphill fight and
you know how tender the officials are over revenue matters. If I
do come and if I have the choice, I would like to accept Muriel
Lester’s invitation. If however you think that it would be better
not to do so and to occupy Ghanshyam Das’s hostel you will
please see her.

And now for the Transvaal question. It is becoming more and
more difficult day after day. Unless India comes to her own in
the near future, I see no prospect of improvement in the situation.
Of course the resident Indian population will somehow drag on
its existence there. They have sufficient resourcefulness but it would
be living from hand to mouth. However we must do all we can.
Yours I know is just now the largest share. I have become almost
incapacitated for that work. But when we meet we must discuss
the situation and I might be able to find out some effective
method of dealing with it.

I hope you are getting your copy of ZYoung India. This letter
is merely a supplement to that weekly letter.

C. F. AnprEws, Esg.
From a photostat: S.N. 17024

50. LETTER TO C. VITAYARAGHAVACHARIAR

Borsap,
April 29, 1931
DEAR FRIEND,

Ghanshyam Das Birla asks me to write to you if it is only
a few lines. I have failed because up to last week I had prac-
tically ceased to deal with the voluminous correspondence that
comes daily. Pyarelal and Mahadev dealt with it as they liked
and I knew that in that pressure you did not expect anything
from me. And now that I have a few moments to dictate some
letters what shall T say to you? Why do you think that because
you had no acknowledgments, your wires and letters were not
considered? They were. But the unfortunate fact is that your
suggestion could not be accepted. The legality of the convic-
tions! was discussed threadbare by jurists like Sir Tej Bahadur

1. Of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru
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Sapru with the Viceroy and you know what great influence he
had with him. But it was all of no avail. The Congress there-
fore had to take up the only attitude that was open to it. I
would ask you please therefore not to be sensitive. Remember
that we have a new generation of men and women dominating the
Congress. They brush aside legal forms. They have found by
experience how powerless these forms have proved for advancing
freedom and they have by bitter experience realized how power-
ful they have been for curbing freedom. Why will you not there-
fore be satisfied with blessing these young men and women knowing
that they are, on the whole, on the right track[?] This of course
does not mean that you should not continue to give the Con-
gress and especially me the benefit of your advice. But that you
should do without expectation of its being always followed. I
hope, in spite of old age creeping on you, you are well and
able to follow the vast changes that are taking place in the
country.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR
THE ARAMA, SALEM

Copy to Sjt. Ghanshyam Das Birla
From a photostat: S.N. 17022

51. LETTER TO R. B. GREGG

[As AT] SABARMATI,
April 29, 1931

MY DEAR GOVIND,

I have your letter and I read your letter to Mira. I quite
understand and appreciate all the anxiety shown by you in your
letter to her. I do not know that I shall be going to London
at all and I shall certainly not go if the way is not clear for
me to deliver my message. That it is not likely to be accepted
just now I have realized all along. But had the Congress not
accepted the offer to discuss terms, the Congress would have put
itself in the wrong. As it is we are safe either way. It will be
great, good and grand if peace can be made permanent through
negotiation. I shall therefore leave no stone unturned to reach
that state but it will be equally good and grand if the negotiations
proved fruitless. Then India will be put upon her mettle and will
have to show her capacity for further suffering. There is no
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question of my being invited to parties, feted and lionized. I
can eat nothing and thank God my loin-cloth will protect me
from being exhibited as a specimen in Barnum’s show. If there-
fore I go to London I go for solid business and to drink in the
deep affection of chosen friends there. I refuse to speculate. I
would go where the light leads me in the fullest faith that all will
be well if I follow it.

Do not believe the rumours about my intended visit to
America. Much as I should like to visit that great country I
know that my time is not yet and I do not want to come as a
nine days’ wonder.

Love to you and Radha.

Yours sincerely,

Baru
R. B. Grece, Esg.
543 BovLsToN ST.
BosToN, MASSACHUSETS
From a photostat: G.N. 4663; also S.N. 17023
52. LETTER TO FAMNADAS GANDHI
Borsap,

April 29, 1931

CHI. JAMNADAS,
How is it that you do not write to me at all? I cannot write
to you, but I do think about you. What is your present state of
mind? How are Father and Mother? How is the school? Write
to me and describe some of your experiences in jail. What kind
of person is the new ruler ? Ask Purshottam to write to me.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 9291. Courtesy: Jamnadas Gandhi



53. LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA

Borsap,

April 29, 1931
BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS,

I have your two letters. I send you a copy of the letter! I
have written to Vijayaraghavachariji.

What shall I write about the Hindu-Muslim problem? The
Nawab of Bhopal is doing something. Whenever you have an
opportunity of rendering service to a Muslim you should do so.
It does not mean financial assistance. Financial assistance of
course has to be rendered in the case of a deserving but poor
Mussalman. And it is also our duty to try and remove the
rowdyism among Hindus. The atrocities committed by Hindus
in Cawnpore and Kashi do not help the Hindu religion, but
undoubtedly harm it.

I have as yet no idea whether I am to go to England or not.
The situation here is rather serious.

Do go to America. It will certainly do some good.

Do whatever is possible for the boycott of foreign cloth.

I am well.

Baru

From Hindi: C.W. 7885. Courtesy: G. D. Birla

54. THE LOIN-CLOTH

A critic has fallen foul of my remark made before the meet-
ing of the Federation of Chambers of Commerce at Delhi that
the Indian civilization must not be allowed to be wiped out by
the inroads from the West. The critic has confused Indian civiliz-
ation with the loin-cloth and then condemned it.

Mr. Churchill has been kind enough gratuitously to advertise
my loin-cloth to the whole world. It has therefore become the
fashion to laugh at it as the said critic has done. Let me then
explain what it means.

1 Vide pp. 51-2.
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In 1921 Maulana Mahomed Ali was arrested at Waltair whilst
he and I were going on a tour to the South.! He was torn from
Begum Mahomed Ali who was travelling with us. I was deeply
moved, she bore the separation bravely and attended meetings in
Madras. I left her at Madras and went as far as Madura. On
the way I saw in our compartment crowds that were wholly
unconcerned with what had happened. Almost without excep-
tion they were bedecked in foreign fineries. I entered into con-
versation with some of them and pleaded for khadi. For I had
no other way open to me to secure the release of the Ali Brothers
save through khadi. They shook their heads as they said, ‘“We
are too poor to buy khadi and it is so dear.” I realized the sub-
stratum of truth behind the remark. I had my vest, cap, and full
dhoti on. When these uttered only partial truth, the millions of
compulsory naked men, save for their langoti four inches wide and
nearly as many feet long, gave through their bare limbs the
naked truth. What effective answer could I give them, if it was
not to divest myself of every inch of clothing I decently could and
thus to a still greater extent bring myself in a line with the ill-
clad masses? And this I did the very next morning after the
Madura meeting??

Here then there is no question of loin-cloth civilization. The
adoption of the loin-cloth was for me a sheer necessity. But in
so far as the loin-cloth also spells simplicity let it represent Indian
civilization. It is a mingling of the cultures represented by the
different faiths and influenced by the geographic and other environ-
ment in which the cultures have met. Thus Islamic culture is not
the same in Arabia, Turkey, Egypt and India but it is itself influe-
nced by the conditions of the respective countries. Indian culture
is therefore Indian. It is neither Hindu, Islamic nor any other,
wholly. It is a fusion of all and essentially Eastern. I had in
mind that culture. And every one who called himself or herself an
Indian is bound to treasure that culture, be its trustee and resist
any attack upon it.

European civilization is no doubt suited for the Europeans but
it will mean ruin for India, if we endeavour to copy it. This is not
to say that we may not adopt and assimilate whatever may be good
and capable of assimilation by us as it does not also mean that
even the Europeans will not have to part with whatever evil might
have crept into it. The incessant search for material comforts and

1 Vide Vol. XXI, pp. 98-9.
2 Held on September 22, 1921; vide Vol. XXI.
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their multiplication is such an evil, and I make bold to say that
the Europeans themselves will have to remodel their outlook, if
they are not to perish under the weight of the comforts to which
they are becoming slaves. It may be that my reading is wrong,
but I know that for India to run after the Golden Fleece is to
court certain death. Let us engrave on our hearts the motto of
a Western philosopher, ‘“Plain living and high thinking”. Today
it is certain that the millions cannot have high living and we the
few who profess to do the thinking for the masses run the risk,
in a vain search after high living, of missing high thinking.

Young India, 30-4-1931

55. HE LIVES BY DYING

Sjt. G. V. Ketkar writes of an example of great bravery
which is worthy of record:

“‘Sjt. Purushottam, who was popularly known as Bapu Gayadhani,
was a young worker of Nasik. For the past few years he was working as
assistant Secretary of the Gulalwadi public gymnasium of Nasik. He was
also occasionally taking part in Congress and swadeshi propaganda. On
the 4th of April a house in Nasik caught fire. Bapu Gayadhani took a lead-
ing part in the work of quenching the fire. On learning that there were
children in the house he rushed in without caring for consequences and
rescued all the children. He re-entered the house to save the cattle also.
Unfortunately the fire had spread all over the house and a burning beam
crashed over his head. He was badly burnt and bruised all over his
body and was taken to the civil hospital where he succumbed to his injuries
on the 11th instant.”

His parents, if they are alive, should be proud of their brave
son. Bapu Gayadhani lives through his glorious death.

Young India, 30-4-1931



56. THE GUJARAT FARMER

“Give a dog a bad name and hang him.” Say that the Guj-
arat farmer is contumacious and sell him out. In a Press inter-
view! I said some days ago that it was unfortunate that Mr. Benn
was misled into saying that the Gujarat farmer was not playing
the game; in other words, he was not paying up. When the sug-
gestion was first made I was startled, for I had faith that the
Gujarat farmer though hit hard would carry out the terms of the
Settlement to the full extent of his ability. The Settlement expects
nothing more.

The complaint made to me in Delhi was that whereas large
sums were collected in Bardoli and Valod before 28th February, only
Rs. 3,212 were collected during the fortnight ending 15th March.
The implication was that since the Settlement very little was paid.

Now, the Settlement was announced on 7th March. Sardar
Vallabhbhai and I reached Bardoli on 14th March. It is clear
that nothing could be expected before we arrived in Bardoli and
explained the position to the farmers and they could return to their
homes. Here, however, are the figures of payment:

Revenue Collections in Bardoli and Valod

DaTE Barpourr VALoD
Collections before
15-3-31 Rs.  2,500-0-0 Rs.  20,000—0-0
On 16th March .. ..
17th ’ 200-0-0
18th ' 400-0-0 ..
19th " 200-0-0 136—0-0
20th " .. 228—0-0
23rd 5 500-0-0 379—0-0
24th ’ 1,700-0-0 1,114—0-0
25th ' 800-0-0 364—0-0
26th ' 1,000-0-0 ..
27th ' 1,000-0-0 117—0-0
30th ' 2,000-0-0 2,229—0-0
31st ' 1,500-0-0 1,949—0-0
Ist  April 4,000-0-0 1,361—0-0
1 Vide pp. 10-2.
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DAaTE BarpoLI VaLobp
2nd April 2,000-0-0 Rs. 1,208—0-0
7th " 10,000-0-0 1,829—0-0
8th » 900-0-0 2,246—0-0
9th ’ 2,200-0-0 2,429—0-0

10th ’ 5,500-0-0 1,379—0-0

11th ’ 6,300-0-0 1,700—2-3
13th ’ 20,000-0-0 6,932-11-9
14th ’ 6,500-0-0 1,455-15-9
15th . 10,028-0-0 1,011-12-7
16th ’ 11,446-0-0 2,791—5-4
17th ' 7,622-0-0 3,736—0-0
18th ’ 9,981-0-0 5,545-14-0
20th ' 11,518-0-0 6,349-11-0
21st ' 7,365-0-0 1,856-11-0
22nd " 6,162-0-0 3,421—6-6
23rd ' 4,456-0-0 1,090—4-0
24th ’ 9,000-0-0 4,006-10-7
25th ’ 7,129-0-0 1,162—3-5
26th . .. 5,500—0-0

1,54,407-0-0 83,528-12-2

I claim that the Bardoli farmers have done exceedingly well
and this in spite of the fact that the forfeited lands had not yet
been returned, that some of these had even been sold, that the old
Patels and Talatis had not been reinstated, that all the prisoners
had not been released and that prosecutions against them were
still pending.

But here I must draw the curtain. I may say that great
difficulty is being experienced in establishing friendly touch with
the local officials. The result is that many things that should
have long ago been done on behalf of the Government are still
not done and though there is no unwillingness to pay, threats of
coercive measures are kept hanging like Damocles’ sword over
the heads of the people. The process has begun with Kaira.
They do not seem to realize that there is peace now, provisional
though it is, between the people and the Government and that
efforts are being made to make enduring what is today only
temporary and provisional.

The difficulties in the way are enormous. But I have pledged
my word to Lord Irwin that so far as it is humanly possible, I
shall prevent the Truce from breaking. The Settlement has been
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called a gentleman’s agreement. I know that Lord Irwin was
sincerely anxious to see that it was fully carried out by the
Government’s agents as he testified more than once that I was to
see it being as fully carried out by Congressmen.

It has hurt me to take the public into confidence even to the
extent I have done. But I feel that I can no longer suppress the
fact that there are ominous signs on the horizon. A satyagrahi
has no weapon at his disposal but that of public opinion and
suffering. Let the public read no more into this article than the
natural meaning the written word conveys. I shall hope and pray
that next week I may be able to report that the threatening cloud
has lifted.

Young India, 30-4-1931

57. OUR DUTY TO THE VILLAGERS

The intensive political struggle of last year brought out pro-
minently the importance of foreign-cloth boycott in the fight for
national freedom. That the boycott programme has been in a
measure effective, is evidenced by the fall in the import of foreign
cloth. We have reason for satisfaction in the results achieved,
but let us not in our satisfaction at the measure of success gained,
forget the true purpose and implications of the boycott programme.
Let us remember that our nation lives in the millions of village
homes and the true and primary aim of the boycott programme
will be missed if the boycott is not worked in such a way that
the benefits accrue pre-eminently to the villagers. If it is to be-
nefit them it can only be by the nation according to khadi a
position above all other indigenous cloth.

In order to do this it is necessary for us to revise our taste.
We must take to coarse, thick khadi. The cotton grown in India
is mostly short stapled and can yield only low count yarn. The
spinners who have been spinning generally only for themselves or
the neighbourhood are accustomed in most of the areas only to
the spinning of coarse yarn and it is difficult therefore at once to
raise the count of yarn spun. This is the case with practically
the whole of North India. In the Punjab, Rajasthan, U.P., Bihar,
and Bengal, where lakhs of unemployed or partially employed
charkhas exist, only thick khadi is being woven. A limited quan-
tity of fine and medium khadi is available in the South, but even
there the largest quantity is only made of low count yarn.
The activities under the auspices of the All-India Spinners’ Asso-
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ciation, much as they have grown, have not touched even a tenth
of the known and definitely ascertained facilities for production in
these provinces. There are practically no limits to the possibilities
of thick khadi production and if only the nation can give its
reasoned preference to thick khadi, it can to a very large extent
take the place till now occupied by foreign cloth and the fruits
of the national programme will go to benefit the vast majority of
the population of the country and not merely the moneyed few.

This general plea for khadi from the point of view of the
boycott is further strengthened by one peculiar feature of the
economic situation of the country in the current year and the
year that is past. The abnormally low prices of cotton and indeed
of all agricultural produce, have caused great distress in the vill-
ages. The prices prevailing do not, in many cases, fully meet
even the cultivation and other expenses. The smaller cultivators of
cotton, therefore, have sought to earn something more on their
cotton by plying one or two spinning wheels in their homes. The
cultivators of other agricultural produce have also similarly sought
to add to their scanty income by spinning. The result is that
in many parts of the country spinners from surrounding villages
in great numbers flock to the nearest khadi depots offering the
yarn for sale. The output of hand-spun yarn even before last
year was very much more than what the existing depots could
manage. But now the position has become more difficult still.
With their very limited capital resources the depots are unable to
take in all the yarn and have therefore to turn away many of the
spinners. If the demand for khadi can be increased the conse-
quent increased turn-over may enable the depots to afford a greater
amount of relief to the spinners. More private capital may also
flow into khadi, as to some extent it did last year. Both from
the general viewpoint of the boycott, therefore, as well as the
affording of immediate relief for present distress the duty of the
country to give preference to khadi is obvious.

If large numbers of people, even if they feel it difficult to
wear a khadi dhoti or sari because of its heaviness, choose only
khadi for their other requirements — towels, shirting, coating, and
bed sheets, carpets, and the like — it will become possible not merely
to absorb all the hand-spun yarn that is produced today but also
many times the present output. It requires only a proper exercise
of imagination to realize all the possibilities. And if we would
adapt our dress to the climatic requirements and the resources of
villagers, we would discard the many articles, reduce the size of
the dhoti or sari, change the turban for the cap and in the
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bargain secure greater comfort and greater cleanliness, not to speak
of the great reduction in the cost of clothes.

Young India, 30-4-1931

58. WHAT IS THE TRUTH?

Sjt. S. D. Nadkarni of Karwar writes a letter from which I
take the following:

I have just noticed that in a letter addressed to you and already
published in the Press Mr. Mushir Hussain Kidwai, one of the leaders
of the ‘All-Parties Muslim Conference’, referring to the minority problem
in Egypt, says: ‘In my opinion, the attitude of the Hindus here should be
what Zaglul’s was in Egypt, i.e., they should sign blindfolded the
demands of the minority. . . .’

Without concerning myself here with any other statement made by
Mr. Kidwai in his letter to you, I should like to draw your attention to
the true fact about the one above, where a parallel is sought to be drawn
from Egyptian politics. The enclosed excerpt from a leading article in
the Servant of India of August 15, 1929, whose writer had to deal with a
similar statement made about that time by Sir Ibrahim Rahimatoola,
will show you how the truth about affairs in Egypt (where the Muslims
are the majority, and the native Christians called Copts are the mino-
rity) is just the opposite of what your correspondent Mr. Kidwai would
have you believe.

Every single statement in the excerpt, I am sure, can be vouched for
by reference to any work on contemporary history or any standard work
of reference.

From the excerpt referred to by Sjt. Nadkarni, the following
relevant parts are taken:

Indeed Sir Ibrahim seems to have misread history. Look, for in-
stance, at what he says about Egypt. In pleading for a generous treat-
ment to be meted out by the majority community to minority communities,
he cites the example of what Saad Pasha Zaglul did to the Christians in
Egypt. He appears to think that Zaglul’s sensitive regard for the rights and
interests of the Copts persuaded the latter to accept the rule of the Mos-
lems. The facts, however, are just the contrary. It is the throwing in
by the Copts of their lot unreservedly with the nationalists in Egypt that
has persuaded the Muslims to treat them so liberally as they have done.
The Copts were not entirely free from persecution before. The improve-
ment was solely due to the fact that they were not only not hostile or
indifferent to the national campaign for freedom, but took a very prominent
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part in the Wafd. This was a very wise policy for the Coptic community
to follow, to which they owe the inclusion of Copts in the Ministry.

I give the extract for what it is worth. I have verified neither
the statement made in the extract nor the one to which it purports to
be an answer. Nor am I interested in it except for the sake of truth.

As a satyagrahi I believe in the absolute efficacy of full sur-
render. Numerically Hindus happen to be the major community.
Without reference therefore to what the Egyptian majority did they
may give to the minorities what they may want. But even if the
Hindus were in a minority, as a satyagrahi and Hindu I should say
that the Hindus would lose nothing in the long run by full surrender.

To this argument a retort has thoughtlessly been made, ‘Why
then do you not advise India to surrender to the English? Give
them the domination they want and be happy.” The hasty retort
ignores the vital fact that I have not advised surrender to the
bayonet. In the code of the satyagrahi there is no such thing as
surrender to brute force. Or the surrender then is the surrender
of suffering and not to the will of the wielder of the bayonet. A
satyagrahi’s surrender has to come out of his strength, not out of
weakness. The surrender advised by me is not of honour but of
earthly goods. There is no loss of honour in surrendering seats and
positions of emoluments. There is loss of honour in haggling about
them. Let the Englishmen give up the bayonet and live in our
midst as simple friends and I should plead for them. The law of
surrender and suffering is a universal law admitting of no exceptions.

Young India, 30-4-1931

59. LETTER TO PADMA

Borsap,
April 30, 1931

CHI. PADMA,

I got your letter. I had certainly not forgotten you. But I

was helpless. I am glad that you are trying to learn verses from

the Gita by heart. How many rounds do you spin in an hour

on the Magan spinning-wheel ? For how many hours at a stretch
can you spin?

Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati original: G.N. 6118



60. INTERVIEW TO “FOX MOVIETONE NEWS”

Borsap,
[April 30, 1931]!
The following is the full text of the interview intended for the Talkie
that the Fox Movietone News and the Associated Press of America had with
Mahatma Gandhi at Borsad. The copy has been corrected by Gandhiji before
releasing for publication, says The Bombay Chronicle.
Mr. Gandhi prefixed the interview with the following remarks:

I do not like this kind of thing, but I shall reconcile myself to
it, if not more than a few minutes have to be given: Although
I know this sort of enterprise will advertise you, which is your
primary object, I know also that it will serve to advertise the
cause which I represent — India’s independence. I do not dis-
count the value of propaganda. I have been described as the
greatest propagandist in the world. I may deserve the compli-
ment. But my propaganda is unlike the ordinary. It is that of
truth which is self-propagating. Truth abhors artificiality.

You will therefore excuse me for declining to pose for you
from which, apart from the reason I have given above, I am
debarred by a solemn vow I made in 1905.

He therefore declined to give a sitting in a suitable courtyard. The
interview took place in his room.

Q. Mr. Gandhi, Fox Movietone News and the Associated Press of
America, which combined, reach an audience of several hundred million people
throughout the world, have sent us their representatives across the Seven Seas
from New York to India to see if you will be good enough to give the
American people, through the medium of Fox Movietone News, a message of
greeting and friendship. As you probably know, there is a great deal of
interest and sympathy in the United States for India’s struggle for independ-
ence, because America itself had a similar struggle for liberation 150 years ago.

A. I appreciate all the interest and sympathy America has shown
in our struggle, and I hope we shall be able to retain the friend-
ship and goodwill of the American people to the end of our
struggle.

1 From The Hindu, 1-5-1931
63
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Q. When do you expect to visit America?

A. Much as I should like to visit your country, I have absolutely
no notion about it, except that I should not like to visit America
until the present struggle for India’s freedom has proved demon-
strably successful.

When do you expect to leave for London for the second Round Table
Conference ?

About this also, I have no idea, except that I don’t expect
to go to London unless the Hindu-Muslim communal question is
satisfactorily solved. Of course, if there should be a break in the
present Truce, I will not go to London at all.

Have you given Lord Irwin any written message for the British Prime
Minister?

It is wholly wrong to say I gave Lord Irwin any such message
for Mr. MacDonald.

Do you expect England will grant all your demands at the second Round
Table Conference?

It is more than I can say.
But you are really hopeful England will this time grant your demands?
All T can say is I am an optimist.

If England does not give you what you want, what course of action will
you follow?

Of course, Civil Disobedience and all other phases of satyagraha,
(obedience to the principles of truth) are always at our disposal.
But whether we shall resort to these weapons immediately, or
what other steps we shall take, it is not possible to say offhand
at present.

Are you prepared to go back to jail if England refuses to grant your
demands ?

I am always ready to go to jail in the cause of India’s free-
dom.

Are you willing to die in such a cause?
That is a bad question.

If England should accede to your demands, do you intend to have com-
plete prohibition in the new Indian State?

Yes, I expect to see absolute prohibition enforced in the new
Indian State.
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Do you intend to abolish child-marriages when the new Indian State is
established?

I should very much like to see child-marriages abolished even
before that time.

Do you expect in the new Indian State to exterminate the present caste
system which makes social outcastes of India’s so-called sixty million ‘‘untouch-
ables?

Most decidedly.

Do you intend to abolish the present system of Indian widows living lives
of strict seclusion and celibacy ?

There is nothing now to prevent widows from remarrying if
they so wish. It is likewise wholly wrong to say, or to suggest,
that Indian widows in general live in seclusion.

I refer to the system of widows living in purdah.

The system of purdah is in fact confined to a very small

number of the middle-class people, and that too not over the whole
of India.

In the new Indian State, do you expect there will be complete communal
social unity and harmony between Hindus and Muslims?

I certainly look forward to seeing complete social harmony
and unity established between these two great branches of the
Indian family in the new State.

If the King of England invites you to dinner at Buckingham Palace
when you attend the second Round Table Conference, will you dress in native
Indian attire or will you appear in European dress ?

It would be a discourtesy to the King for me to appear in any
dress other than my customary Indian apparel. If the weather
permits, I shall dress in England exactly as I do in India, that is,
in loin-cloth.

Mr. Gandhi, you have frequently said that you number among the British
people some of your best friends and partisans. Will you be kind enough to
give a brief message of greeting to those friends and other members of the
great British public, through British Movietone News, which reaches a vast
audience throughout the British Empire?

I am glad to be able to say that the circle of my British
friends is increasing. It could not be otherwise, as the present
satyagraha movement, however much it may be mixed with dress,
is nothing but a movement for promoting the establishment of

46-5
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goodwill with those against whom we seem to be fighting. There-
fore, I have no misgivings as to the ultimate result.

Will you give to the world a new Decalogue, or a new Ten Com-
mandments in the light of present-day needs?

That is too big an order.
The Hindu, 5-5-1931

61. TELEGRAM TO H. W. EMERSON

Borsap,
May 1, 1931

MRr. EMERSON
HoME SECRETARY
SiMLA

I  OBSERVE THERE IS INSPIRED AGITATION AGAINST ABDUL
GAFFAR KHAN OF CHARSADDA. HE LEFT ON ME AT KARACHI
IMPRESSION FOR BEING QUITE SINCERE IN  HIS PROFESSIONS
OF NON-VIOLENCE. IF THERE ARE COMPLAINTS AGAINST HIM
WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THEM SO AS TO ENABLE ME APPRO-
ACH HIM. BELIEVE HIM AMENABLE REASON. IT WOULD BE
EMBARRASSING IF HE WAS ARRESTED WITHOUT GIVING ME
OPPORTUNITY GETTING EXPLANATION FROM HIM. LORD IRWIN’S
WISH THAT I SHOULD NOT GO TO FRONTIER PROVINCE IS
ADDITIONAL CAUSE ANXIETY FOR ME. FEEL SURE MY PRESENCE
THERE MUST HAVE SOBERING EFFECT. AS TO PUNJAB GOVER-
NOR’S SPEECH! COULD YOU SEND SPEECHES WRITINGS OR
PARTICULARS OF ACTIVITIES HE HAD IN MIND WHEN HE
GAVE PUBLIC WARNING.

GANDHI

A.IC.C. File No. 16-B, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library

1 Following the agitation over the execution of Bhagat Singh the Gover-
nor of the Punjab, on April 25, 1931, had issued a warning that the ordinary law
about incitement to violence would in future be vigorously enforced against
Congressmen as well as others.



62. LETTER TO G. N. COLLINS
[May 1, 1931)!

DEAR MR. COLLINS,

I had hoped to be able to write to you about the various cases
I had in mind. But I am sorry I am not yet ready. I write
this therefore purely about Mr. Rajwade’s case.

You told me he was not discharged because he had incited
to violence. I have now got the certified record of the case and the
writing on which the case was based. The charge-sheet has ‘com-
mitting an act which is to the prejudice of good order and of
public safety and evading arrest’. There is no violence here.

I have read the writing in the original Marathi. It is an
unvarnished report of the events. So far as I can see, there is
not a trace of incitement to violence in the report. In my opi-
nion, therefore, the case clearly falls within the Settlement.

If there is any other writing placed before the court you will
please let me have it. If there is nothing more, I hope Mr.
Rajwade will be discharged without delay.

Yours  sincerely,
A.I.C.C. File No. 16-C., 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

63. LETTER TO LAKSHMINARAYAN GADODIA

Borsap,
May 1, 1931
BHAI LAKSHMINARAYANJI?,
I have your letter. I am grateful to you for the help you
extended to Ramanandji. Have you seen his work?
Give me the news about the foreign-cloth trade.
What is the dispute in the Congress Committee about?
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 5617

1 From the addressee’s reply of May 9 on behalf of Home Department
Government of Bombay
2 A noted business man of Delhi
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64. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS!

Borsap,
May 2, 1931

There was no Patel who had not expressed the desire to
resume service and there was no question of giving an assurance
of working faithfully. That assurance was implied in the resump-
tion of service. Such terms were, at the beginning stages of the
Settlement, issued to Patels, and on complaint being made by
me, they were withdrawn.

If 25 per cent of forfeited lands has not been returned, be-
cause owners had not paid land revenue, it is a distinct breach
of clause 17 B of the Settlement, because forfeited lands have
to be returned unless there is reasonable ground for supposing that
there is any contumacy on the part of the holder. It is common
ground that there is no question of contumacy in Bardoli or any
of the affected districts.

It is wholly wrong to suggest that there is lack of discipline
in any of the Congress camps and whilst I have pressed every
one of the Congress workers to implement the terms of peace as
zealously as they fought during the struggle I have had no oc-
casion to admonish any of the workers.

On the contrary, it gives me great joy to find complete res-
ponse to every one of the instructions given to the workers. I
have no knowledge of any worker in Congress organizations, espe-
cially in the districts of Surat and Kaira on which Vallabhbhai
Patel and I are concentrating attention, having been dismissed
for embezzlement of Congress funds except one unfortunate case.

The Bombay Chronicle, 4-5-1931

1 This was issued to contradict certain reports which had appeared in a
Bombay newspaper.
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65. TELEGRAM TO HARIBHAU UPADHYAYA

Borsap,
May 2, 1931
HARriBHAU
“TyacBHUMI’
AJMER
YOUR TELEGRAM. HAVE NO CONFIDENCE ABOUT MY TELEGRAM
UDAIPUR.!  LET JAMNALALJI OR MALAVIYAJI INTERVENE.
GANDHI

From a microfilm: S.N. 17049

66. LETTER TO MANAGER, OXFORD UNIVERSITY
PRESS, BOMBAY

Borsap,

May 2, 1931
DEAR SIR,

I thank you for your letter. I do not know how far
Mr. Andrews’s volumes? would be affected by your suggestion.
Personally I have no objection to your publishing a selection of
extracts. You perhaps know more than I do about the first
difficulty. So far as the proposed book is concerned I would
like you to expand your suggestion so as to enable me to give
it fuller consideration.

Yours faithfully,
M. K. Ganpur

THE MANAGER
OxrorRD UNIVERSITY PRESS
BoMBAaY

From a photostat: G.N. 5685

1 Vide pp. 92-3.
2 Mahatma Gandhi’s Ideas (1929) and Mahatma Gandhi : His Own Story
(1930)
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67. LETTER T0 J. C. KUMARAPPA

Borsabp,
May 2, 1931

MY DEAR KUMARAPPA,
I quite agree with you that Mr. Wadia! should have some
work given to him. Here is another letter also for your consi-
deration. I hope your work is making steady progress. I would

like your report to be a text book on the subject.?
Baru

Encl. 1

SyT. J. G. KuMARAPPA

CoNVENER, CoNGRESs SELECT COMMITTEE
On~ InDO-BriTisH FINANCIAL SETTLEMENT
65 EspLANADE RoaD, BomBAY

From a photostat: G.N. 10093

68. LETTER TO SAILENDRA NATH GHOSE?®

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 2, 1931

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. I do indeed know what a life of exile
means both from my own experience and that of others. I ad-
mit that my own experience has not the same value as yours
for the simple reason that mine was a self-imposed exile but I can
easily make it a rule of three and imagine that if my self-imposed
exile meant much to me how much more must enforced exile be
to friends like you. If things shape themselves properly, exiles
won’t have to remain away at the outside beyond a year. As
for my rumoured visit, there is nothing in it and therefore we

1 Prof. P. A. Wadia
2 Vide also ‘‘Bahadurji Committee’s Report”, 23-7-1931.
3 Ghose was President of the Indian National Congress of America,

New York city
70



LETTER TO UPTON CLOSE 71

need not discuss it any further. I must not visit America till the
experiment here has become a proved success.

Yours sincerely,
SAILENDRA NaTH GHOSE, Eso.
31 UnioN SQuare, NEw York CriTy

From a photostat: S.N. 17046

69. LETTER TO MARTIN C. MILLER

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 2, 1931

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter for which I thank you. In reply to your
question I can say that I have profited much by a prayerful read-
ing of the Sermon on the Mount. I regard Jesus to have been
one of the greatest teachers of the world. I do not believe in his
exclusive divinity.

Yours sincerely,

MarTIN C. MILLER, EsQ.
THE CLEVELAND GRAPHITE BronzeE Co.
Creverann (U.S.A))

From a photostat: S.N. 17047

70. LETTER TO UPTON CLOSE

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 2, 1931
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your two letters, the last one dated 8th April. My
visit to America must still remain a rumour and your anticipa-
tion of what is likely to happen if I come to America makes me
still more nervous. At the present moment therefore I must not
think of even tentatively discussing arrangements about an event
which is not likely to happen in the near future.

Yours sincerely,

Upton CLosE, Esq.
New York Crty (U.S.A.)

From a photostat: S.N. 17048



71. LETTER TO KARAMCHANDANI

Borsap,
May 2, 1931
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter!. I share your feelings about the Garhwali
prisoners and if I can get them discharged today I should do so.
I need not therefore argue about our views. But I can say broad-
ly that any one whose conscience tells him to disobey certain
instructions or orders is certainly at liberty to do so, but is also
expected to suffer the consequence. You will excuse the delay
in replying to your letter.

Yours  sincerely,
SyT. KARAMCHANDANI
KARACHI
From a microfilm: S.N. 17050

79. LETTER TO LALJI PARMAR
May 2, 1931

CHI. LALJI,
I got your letter. Be patient. I am inquiring into the matter.
If you wish, you may come over here.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3291

IIn this the addressee had pleaded the case of the Garhwali soldiers
who had disobeyed orders and had been sentenced to various terms of
imprisonment.
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73. A TWENTIETH CENTURY SATI (?)!
I

I hope that the incident as reported in the Press is not true
and that the lady in question died through illness or through
accident, not by suicide. A sati has been described by our an-
cients, and the description holds good today, as one who ever
fixed in her love and devotion to her husband signalizes herself by
her selfless service during her husband’s lifetime as well as after,
and remains absolutely chaste in thought, word and deed. Self-
immolation at the death of the husband is not a sign of enlighten-
ment but of gross ignorance as to the nature of the soul. The
soul is immortal, unchangeable and immanent. It does not perish
with the physical body but journeys on from one mortal frame to
another till it completely emancipates itself from earthly bond-
age. The truth of it has been attested to by the experience of
countless sages and seers and can be realized by anyone who may
wish to even today. How can suicide be then justified in the
light of these facts?

Again true marriage means not merely union of bodies.
It connotes the union of the souls too. If marriage meant no
more than a physical relationship the bereaved wife should be
satisfied with a portrait or a waxen image of her husband. But
self-destruction is worse than futile. It cannot help to restore the
dead to life, on the contrary it only takes away one more from
the world of the living.

The ideal that marriage aims at is that of spiritual union
through the physical. The human love that it incarnates is in-
tended to serve as a stepping-stone to the divine or universal
love. That is why immortal Mira sang: ‘“God alone is my hus-
band — none else.”

It follows from this that a sati would regard marriage not
as a means of satisfying the animal appetite but as a means of

1 The Gujarati original of this appeared in Navgjivan 3-5-1931. This is
a translation by Pyarelal, with the following introductory note: ‘‘A lady
correspondent from Ghatkopar having invited Gandhiji to express his opinion
on an alleged case of sati that was recently reported in a Bombay vernacular
paper Gandhiji has delivered himself on the subject in an article in the
Navajivan as follows.” Vide also ‘“‘Opinion Unchanged”, 17-5-1931.
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74 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

realizing the ideal of selfless and self-effacing service by complete-
ly merging her individuality in her husband’s. She would prove
her satihood not by mounting the funeral pyre at her husband’s
death but she would prove it with every breath that she breathes
from the moment that she plighted her troth to him at the sapta-
padil ceremony, by her renunciation, sacrifice, self-abnegation and
dedication to the service of her husband, his family and the country.
She would shun creature comforts and delights of the senses. She
would refuse to be enslaved by the narrow domestic cares and
interests of the family, but would utilize every opportunity to
add to her stock of knowledge and increase her capacity for ser-
vice by more and more cultivating renunciation and self-discipline,
and by completely identifying herself with her husband, learn to
indentify herself with the whole world.

Such a sati would refuse to give way to wild grief at the death
of her husband but would ever strive to make her late husband’s
ideals and virtues live again in her actions and thereby win for
him the crown [of] immortality. Knowing that the soul of him
whom she married is not dead but still lives she will never think
of remarrying.

The reader will here be perhaps tempted to ask, ‘“The sati
that you have pictured is a being untouched by passion or animal
appetite. She can have no desire for offspring. Why should she
marry at all?”’> The reply is that in our present-day Hindu society,
marriage, in a vast majority of cases, is not a matter of choice.
Again, there are some who believe that in our ramshackle age
marriage is necessary as a shield to virtue and as an aid to self-
restraint. And as a matter of fact, I personally know several ins-
tances of persons who, though at the time of the marriage, were
not free from animal passion later on became imbued with the
ideal of absolute chastity and found in their married life a powerful
means for realizing their ideal. I have cited these instances to show
that the ideal of sati that I have depicted is not merely a counsel of
perfection that has no place outside the world of theory but some-
thing that has to be lived up to and realized in this very matter
of fact world of ours.

But I readily concede that the average wife who strives to
attain the ideal of sati will be a mother too. She must therefore
add to her various other qualities mentioned above a knowledge
of rearing and bringing up children so that they might live to be
true servants of their country.

1 Seven steps



NOTES 75

All that I have said about the wife applies equally to the hus-
band. If the wife has to prove her loyalty and undivided devo-
tion to her husband so has the husband to prove his allegiance
and devotion to his wife. You cannot have one set of weights
and measures for the one and a different one for the other. Yet
we have never heard of a husband mounting the funeral pyre of
his deceased wife. It may therefore be taken for granted that the
practice of the widow immolating herself at the death of her hus-
band had its origin in superstitious ignorance and the blind ego-
tism of man. Even if it could be proved that at one time the
practice had a meaning, it can only be regarded as barbarous in
the present age. The wife is not the slave of the husband but his
comrade, otherwise known as his better half, his colleague and
friend. She is a co-sharer with him of equal rights and of equal
duties. Their obligations towards each other and towards the
world must, therefore, be the same and reciprocal.

I therefore regard the alleged self-immolation of this sister
as vain. It certainly cannot be set up as an example to be copied.
Don’t I appreciate at least her courage to die?—I may perhaps
be asked. My reply is ‘no’ in all conscience. Have we not
seen even evil-doers display this sort of courage? Yet no one
has ever thought of complimenting them on it. Why should I
take upon me the sin of even unconsciously leading astray some
ignorant sister by my injudicious praise of suicide? Satihood is
the acme of purity This purity cannot be attained or realized
by dying. It can be attained only through constant striving,
constant immolation of the spirit from day to day.

Young India, 21-5-1931

74. NOTES

To CORRESPONDENTS!

Letters rain down on me. Even if I am in absolutely good
health, I can neither read all those letters immediately nor can
I reply to them. In my present delicate state of health, it is
impossible to cope with those letters, to attend to the Settlement,
to write for Navajivan and Young India and do other jobs. Hence
only a select number of letters are put up to me and from among
these I reply immediately to as many as I can and deal later

1 A similar item ‘“To Private and Personal Correspondents,” under ‘‘Notes”,
also appeared in Young India, 7-5-1931.
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with the rest. I am not happy about this situation. I know that
my correspondents expect timely replies. But my helplessness is
my defence. My correspondents can help me and my co-workers.
They should oblige me by abiding by the following conditions:

1. They should not write letters unless absolutely necessary.

2. They should not use lead pencils for writing.

3. They should not write long letters.

4., They should not repeat the same arguments again and
again.

5. As far as possible, they should not argue at all.

6. They should write in a beautiful hand.

These rules are simple and all stem from non-violence. My
handwriting is very poor. I have full experience of what difficul-
ties readers find in deciphering it. To do anything which causes
hardship to others implies violence. Hence everyone can see
that bad handwriting constitutes violence. The same can be
said in regard to the other conditions. The above rules have per-
manent application and, in my present state of health, they are
doubly relevant. Be that as it may, if my correspondents receive
no replies, they should not conclude that this is due to lack of
civility.

“‘THERE Is No Basis For UNITY’

The second question! posed by the same correspondent is as
follows:

There is imperfect reasoning underlying this question. Dis-
tinctions such as those which have been described are there for
other reasons even in countries like England and the United
States of America; despite this there is political unity in those
countries. Moreover, it is only in cities that some of the dis-
tinctions mentioned above are to be found. There are no dis-
tinctions in villages. What is required is not the so-called unity
achieved through schools, gymkhanas or through games and sports.
Unity of hearts is all that is necessary. If this cannot be had, all
else is futile; if this is accomplished, nothing else is necessary.

[From Gujarati]

Navajivan, 3-5-1931

I'Not translated here. The correspondent had pointed out the arti-
ficial separation of Hindus and Muslims in various fields and suggested that
these barriers be broken. For the first question, vide pp. 105-6.



75. LETTER TO COLLECTOR!, KHEDA DISTRICT
May 3, 1931

It is a common cause between us that the people should pay
revenue to the utmost of their capacity. I know that in defining
the word ‘‘capacity’” there may be a difference, or there is a
difference as I now see from your letter. During our talk I
thought that you agreed that no one need borrow money in order
to pay the revenue dues. I am carrying out that healthy formula.
I know that it has not been carried out before, and may not be
carried out in future. In any case, for this exceptional year, I
think that there is no way out of it, as I hope to show conclu-
sively in due course. This of course, does not mean that those
who wish to pay by borrowing should be prevented by me from
doing so. Only I could not take it upon me to press them to
do so.?

The Bombay Chronicle, 8-10-1931

76. LETTER TO JAMES T. RUTNAM

Borsap,
May 3, 1931

DEAR FRIEND,

I am publishing your letter and a brief reply to it in the
forthcoming issue of ZYoung India3. 1 hope that the reply will
satisfy you and those friends who had any misgivings about my
attitude.

Yours sincerely,

James T. RutnaMm, EsqQ.
ST. XAVIER’S
Nuwara Eriva (CevLON)

From a microfilm: S.N. 17028

1 Mr. Perry
2 In reply, the addressee wrote: ‘“ I agree with you about borrowing on

interest. We do not exclude arrangements amongst friends or the like.”
3 Vide pp. 109-10.
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77. LETTER TO HARIDAS T. MUZUMDAR

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 3, 1931

MY DEAR HARIDAS!,

Your letter of 26th March? and the snatch from your diary
have come upon me as a surprise. Your certificate could not be
worth much if a cablegram containing a garbled report of my
doings or even an act of mine truthfully reported which you could
not understand should create such a revulsion in you as to undo
your previous certificate. Do you see the terrible implication,
namely, that your first certificate was based upon just as hasty
calculation as your recantation? But more surprising still is your
protestation that your personal loyalty remained as deep, intense,
whole-hearted and unquestioning as it was a year ago. Do you not
see the flat contradiction between this statement and your latest
opinion of me ? Surely your loyalty had no other foundation than
your estimate of me and when your estimate had to be revised
your loyalty became baseless. If you have kept copies of your
letters you will understand more fully than I can convey the
implications of your letters. However there is this consolation for
me that I have survived ruder shocks than you have given.

Yours sincerely,

Haripas T. Muzumpar, Esq.
Eprror, “Inpia Topay anp TomMoRrROW’
20 Vesey StrReEetr, NEw York (U.S.A.)

From a photostat: S.N. 17053

1 Dr. Haridas T. Muzumdar, author of Gandhi the Apostle (1923), Gandhi
versus the Empire (1932), Gandhi Triumphant (1939), Mahatma Gandhi: Peaceful
Revolutionary (1952), Mahatma Gandhi: A Prophetic Voice (1963) and The Grammar
of Sociology: Man in Society (1966). He visited India during the Lahore Con-
gress, 1929, stayed with Gandhiji at the Sabarmati Ashram during January-
March 1930 and accompanied him on the Dandi March. He was also with
Gandhiji during the Round Table Conference.

2 Not available; the addressee, it would appear, had written a strong
letter accusing Gandhiji of letting down the people by agreeing to attend the
Round Table Conference without securing an impartial inquiry into police
brutality.
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78. LETTER TO BRIFJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA

Borsabp,
May 3, 1931
CHI. BRIJKRISHNA,

I continue to get your letters. My health is all right, but
the programme is uncertain. I have no knowledge as to when
and where I may have to go. The diet consists of milk, dates and
any fruit available locally. I am unable to take more than 1} Ib.
of milk. My weight is 103 lb.

How are you and how is your brother-in-law?

Blessings from

Baru
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 2389
79. TELEGRAM TO FRAMRORZE B. GARDA
Borsap,
May 4, 1931

SARDAR FRAMROZE GARDA!
NAVSARI

HEAR  POSSESSION NOT YET GIVEN OWNERS OF LAND YOU
KINDLY RESTORED. PREPARATION FOR CULTIVATION MUST SOON
BEGIN. WOULD LIKE YOU THEREFORE GIVE IMMEDIATE
POSSESSION. CASES TOO NOT YET WITHDRAWN., HOPE DELAY
NOT DUE NONPAYMENT AGREED AMOUNT. YOU KNOW THAT
PAYMENT IS ASSURED. IF YOU HAVE ANY COMPLAINTS WOULD
GLADLY INVESTIGATE. PLEASE WIRE REPLY.

GANDHI

A.I.C.C. File No. 16.-C, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

1 Vide pp. 102-3.
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80. LETTER TO DR. SYED MAHMUD

Borsap,
May 4, 1931

DEAR DR. MAHMUD,

I was anxiously awaiting your letter. I am thankful you
have absolved me from having to write to Mr. Hasan Imam.!
Of course I have been following your movements. I am not go-
ing to shower congratulations till I see some definite shape be-
ing given to the work. If it is to be lasting it must touch the
masses. And you will not touch the masses until you fulfil two
conditions:

I. Your programme must appeal to the Mussalman mass
mind. It must therefore be in their interest.

2. You must have an army of workers to give effect to it.

Why do you say I have broken the contract? Have I spoken
or written about the question anything in contravention of the
contract? I could not very well reject Bhopal’s well intentioned
advances. And after all he was to have sent for you all to dis-
cuss the possibilities. Since our meeting in Bombay, I have heard
nothing from him. Nor have I seen the Big Brother? save for
half an hour in Bombay. Mrs. Naidu brought him and I greeted
him as warmly as before. Beyond this I have done nothing
save liberal praying even as I said to a newspaper reporter. Of
course I saw the Mullaji too at his request. Did I do wrong?

Yes, the old widow’s® condition must be pathetic in spite of
her bravery. I suppose you see her daily. Please give her my
loving regards. Is Sarup* there?

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

[PS.]
I may have to go to Simla about 1Ith instant.

From a photostat: G.N. 5080

1 Vide ‘““Letter to Dr. Syed Mahmud”, p. 17.
2 Shaukat Ali

3 Motilal Nehrw’s widow

4 Vijayalakshmi Pandit
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81. LETTER TO TAN YUN-SHAN!

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 4, 1931

DEAR FRIEND,

You must come again whenever you like.
My message to the Chinese students is: ‘“Know that the
deliverance of China is through ahimsa pure and unadulterated.”

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat: G.N. 9673; also The Sino-Indian Journal—Gandhi Memorial
Number, Vol. 1, Part II, p. 37

82. LETTER TO DALAI LAMA?

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 4, 1931
DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your gift. I am sorry I cannot understand
your language. My desire and hope is that Tibetans should
understand and follow the secret of the message of ahimsa given
by Lord Buddha.

Your friend,
M. K. Ganbur

His Hicuness THE Lama
TIBET

From a photostat: G.N. 9674. Also C.W. 6208. Courtesy: Mirabehn

1 The addressee had met Gandhiji at Bardoli and requested him to bless the
Chinese students with a message. The message ‘‘was widely published in almost
all the important Chinese journals and was appreciated, not only by the students,
but by the whole people”™.

2 Tan Yun-Shan had brought a letter from the 13th Dalai Lama of Tibet.
It was written in Tibetan and no one could read it. Gandhiji said that he
would acknowledge the message in Gujarati so that the Dalai Lama might enjoy
it without understanding it. According to Mirabehn’s note this is an English
rendering of the Gujarati original which is not available.
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83. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
May 4, 1931

CHI. NARANDAS,

There will be one more burden on you. Jamnadas will tell
you about Ratilal!. When he arrives there, lodge him in the
bungalow. If he gets out of control, there will be no option but
to put him in chains. Call in Dr. Kanuga and Dr. Haribhai.
Pay them their fees and do as they advise. Dr. Haribhai may
keep Ratilal in his own hospital or may get him admitted to the
asylum, as he thinks best. It is possible that he will come round.
All the same, it will be necessary to be careful about him. See that
no knife or other sharp instrument is within his reach at any
time. If necessary, appoint some person to keep watch over
him. It does not matter if you have to engage a person espe-
cially for that and pay him. I don’t wish that you should have
to spend much of your time over this, but you have to accept the
responsibility. Perhaps Ratilal may respond to love. If Champa?
accompanies him, I don’t think she will be able to stay with him.
If she comes, let her stay in the Ashram. But she may certainly
stay with him if she herself has the courage to do so.

The second problem is about Lakshmi3. She has been so
brought up that she will not be happy if she is married to an
Antyaja. Fortunately Maruti wishes to marry her. Read Lak-
shmidas’s letter and let me have your opinion. From a moral
stand-point, the proposed step seems to me justified and even
necessary. Even then I wish to have your independent opinion.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./L.

1 Son of Dr. Pranjivan Mehta, who had become demented
2 Ratilal’s wife
3 Dudhabhai’s daughter adopted by Gandhiji
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84. LETTER TO KISANSINH CHAVDA

Borsap,
May 4, 1931
BHAI KISANSINH,

I got your letter. I read no new argument in it. All the
objections which you urge have been answered several times in
Young India and Navajivan. All that I can do now is to discuss
the question briefly with you if you come and see me some time.
I cannot spare the time for this before the month of June. I
would advise you meanwhile to think again over what I have
been writing.

Vandemataram from
MounANDAS
From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 9295. Courtesy: Kisansinh Chavda

85. LETTER TO JAMNADAS GANDHI

May 4, 1931
CHI. JAMNADAS,

Arrange to deliver the accompanying two letters to the addres-
sees. I have sent a long telegram to the Doctor and also written
to him. Write to me regularly. It would be good if you write to
the Doctor. I have mentioned you in my letter and telegram to him.

Write to me about Manu after ascertaining the facts. If you
have seen Kelly, write to me about him too.

Blessings from
Baru

From Gujarati: C.W. 9320. Courtesy: Jamnadas Gandhi
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86. LETTER TO SHARDA C. SHAH

Borsap,
May 4, 1931

CHI. SHARDA,
Can you expect my letter without writing me one yourself?
Right now, all of you can write to me even if I do not write.
Anandi is not here. What are your five classes and who
teaches you?
Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 9900. Courtesy: Shardabehn G. Chokha-
wala

87. LETTER TO H. W. EMERSON

Borsabp,
May 4, 1931

DEAR MR. EMERSON,

I have taken some time in getting a reply to the various
charges about Bihar of which you were good enough to send me
copies. I now send you Babu Rajendra Prasad’s summary of the
enquiry that he caused to be made into all the allegations. I
am not burdening you with the report itself. But I would be
pleased to send it to you if you would care to follow up the
summary.

I send you also a copy of the complaints made by Babu
Rajendra Prasad with reference to the implementing by the local
government of the various clauses of the Settlement. Technically,
about the lawyers, I know that the Government cannot be held
responsible. But there are ways.

Yours sincerely,
H. W. Emerson, Esog.

HoME SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
SiMLA
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LETTER TO V. T. KRISHNAMACHARYA 85
[May 5, 1931]

[PS.]

This was dictated yesterday. Today is my silence day. I
have your kind letter of 2nd instant. By mistake the first Bihar
statement was not given to my typist. I am therefore sending
the original. Please return.

You have said ‘about 11th’ for my coming to Simla. 1lth
is a Monday. Will it be enough if I reach Simla on 13th instant?
Please wire the latest date. I want to finish the Kaira affair so
far as I am concerned, if it is at all possible. But, of course, I
will interrupt the work if my early presence is necessary.

A.I.C.C. File No. 16-B, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

88. LETTER TO FLORENCE ROSENBLATT

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 5, 1931

DEAR YOUNG FRIEND,

I have your good letter. You should possess your soul in
patience. Whatever good you might have seen in my life you can
adopt even being there and it would be as good as seeing me,
indeed much better. What you can do effectively for India is to
put in a good word whenever anybody talks uncharitably about
India and her people and in order to be able to put in that good
word with confidence, you have to find time to study the Indian
struggle. You can then speak with authority.

Yours sincerely,
FLORENCE ROSENBLATT
Brookryn, New York (U.S.A)

From a photostat: S.N. 17029

89. LETTER TO V. T. KRISHNAMACHARYA

Borsab,
May 5, 1931
DEAR DIWAN SAHEB,

In Vijapur there is an industrial institution called Udyoga-
laya. I procured through the good office of your predecessor a
plot of ground for founding a centre for spinning and weaving
especially through women and it was registered in the name of
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a lady co-worker. She has now retired from that work and so
far as she is concerned the legal right has been transferred to the
trustees of the Satyagraha Ashram. One of the trustees is work-
ing in the Udyogalaya. He has tried to get the land trans-
ferred in the name of the trustees of the Satyagraha Ashram.
After waiting a long time the officer concerned has rejected the
application. He has given, so far as I am aware, no reasons for
it. At one time it seemed that by giving an undertaking that
the institution will have nothing to do with politics there would be
no difficulty about the transfer. Then, I believe, there was a change
of officer. Of course, from its very conception according to
my own method of work like my activities in other Indian States,
this institution has been kept out of politics altogether. It remained
so during the last struggle. As you may be aware, the Baroda
State has been receiving the help of the All-India Spinners’ Asso-
ciation for village reorganization through the spinning-wheel.
The Vijapur activity is also a kindred activity. Could I trouble
you to interest yourself in this matter and if you are satisfied
about the facts presented by me, could you please order transfer
of the land in the name of the above-mentioned trustees? At the
present moment this land is given by the State for a nominal
sum for benevolent purposes. But I would like to buy it right
out if the State has no objection. It was offered before. I
may add that we have buildings on this land which have cost
over Rs. 12,000. Through the institution we are supporting
several poor women of Vijapur by giving them spinning work and
we are supporting a colony of weavers and carders. The insti-
tution engages in no other activity. I am sorry to have to trouble
you over a matter which may appear to be trifling. But it is not
so to me as a guardian of the several interests entrusted to my
care.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanbpuI

V. T. KrisHNAMACHARYA, Esq.
DrwaN orF BArobpA
BarobpA

From a photostat: S.N. 17030



90. LETTER TO BOYD TUCKER

Borsap,

May 5, 1931

MY DEAR BOYD,

I was delighted to have your letter and to find that you
were having a little respite from the heat of India’s plains. Of
course there is no truth in the rumoured visit to America. But
as soon as the rumour went abroad, I got a peremptory cablegram
signed by Mr. Page, Dr. Sherwood Eddy, Rev. Holmes, Dr. Ward
and others warning me against going to America.! They say
emphatically that I would be exploited if I went there and that
I would serve the cause better from a distance than by appearing in
the midst of the people of America. All this, mind you, in the
cablegram. And by this mail I have received a letter from an
unknown American friend who, whilst appreciating my work and
message, pleads with me not to go to America. I do feel exactly
like these friends. Therefore even if I went to London and could
spare a few weeks I should not care to go in the teeth of these
warnings from friends whose opinion I respect. Would not yours
coincide? with theirs after further reflection?

Now about London. There is no probability of my going
there so long as the Hindu-Muslim problem remains unsolved.
Even if I went there, whilst I should value your society, I do not
know of the use I could make of your services. Andrews is al-
ready there and as you know he will take possession of me body
and soul. I have a letter from him in which he takes my Lon-
don visit for granted, has appointed himself as my chaprasi, tells
me where I should stay. There is again Henry Polak who was in
my office in South Africa for years. Then there is Muriel Lester.
Therefore if you went with me to London you would not go as
Secretary. Then I must not forget Mira. She will of course be
with me. But of course everything is premature. I felt that you
should know all about the appointments should the visit come
forth. I was glad you were with me in Karachi. I was only
sorry that I was not able to have long chats with you. That

1 Vide also p. 139.
2 The source has “Would you not coincide”.
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you continually lost your things was certainly bad but that would
be no disqualification for taking you with me. I could have much
better use for you than to make you keeper of my belongings.

Bovp Tucker, Esq.
C/o PosTMASTER
SRINAGAR (KASHMIR)

From a photostat: S.N. 17031

91. LETTER TO RAFENDRA PRASAD

Borsabp,
May 5, 1931

DEAR RAJENDRABABU,

In order to save time I am dictating this letter. I have sent
copy of your letter addressed to the Secretary, All-India Congress
Committee, as also your two statements to the Government, and I
expect to go to Simla next week where I shall discuss the Bihar
affairs together with the others. I shall therefore write to you
after a visit to Simla. I hope you are keeping good health. How
is Brijkishore Babu?

SyT. RAJENDRA PrAsSAD
SADAQUAT ASHRAM
Dt. PaTNA

From a photostat: S.N. 17032

92. LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 5, 1931

This is to write to you about Reginald Reynolds. His address
is Turner’s Court, Benson, Near Oxford. He is disconsolate to-
wards the Settlement. The engagement with the girl whom he
was to marry is broken. His pecuniary condition is bad. My
whole heart goes out to him. I do not think that my reply to
his letter in Young India' has given him any satisfaction. I would
like him to know that all is well and that the Settlement is not
a surrender of principle. I would like you to go to him, argue

1 Vide pp. 3-8.



LETTER TO MANIBEHN JHAVERI 89

out the matter with him and otherwise help him and draw him
out of his seclusion. He is as good as gold and is very brave.
Perhaps all that I have written to you is superfluous and that
you have met him and had already known more about him than
I have told you. ButI could not restrain myself and you can sym-
pathize with me having done such things much more often than
I do. Gujarat still absorbs my attention to the exclusion of every-
thing else. Implementing the Settlement in the teeth of official
sullenness, unwillingness and even opposition is a very difficult
business. It tries even my patience but I hope not to be baffled.
The atmosphere is already somewhat clearer. I expect next week
to go to Simla over this and other matters arising out of the Settle-
ment as also over the Round Table Conference. ~We are no near-
er Hindu-Muslim solution and till that barrier is removed there is
no question of my going to London.

C. F. AnpreEws, EsQ.
From a photostat: S.N. 17033

93. LETTER TO NANIBEHN JHAVERI

Borsap,
May 5, 1931

CHI. NANIBEHN!,

I got your letter. We should be satisfied if you somehow
recover your health. Where is Gangabehn now? How is she?

You have selected a good number of books. Amritlal Mani-
ar’s books are worth reading.

Pannalal may write to me again and again if his questions
have not been satisfactorily answered.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3112

1 Wife of Pannalal Jhaveri, manager of the dairy in the Ashram



94. LETTER TO MAHAVIR GIRI

May 5, 1931
CHI. MAHAVIR,

I got your letter. In writing, the case terminations should not
be separated from the stem. The constituent parts of a compound
phrase also should not be written separately. Hence, one should
write, not charan kamal man', but charankamalman. Do you write your
daily diary? Are you learning the Gita by heart?

Blessings from

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6228
95. MESSAGE TO PEOPLE OF BHUTAN?
Borsap,
May 5, 1931

I am glad to meet you. I hope the people of Bhutan will
fully understand the message of truth and non-violence and act
according to it.

The Bombay Chronicle, 6-5-1931

96. MESSAGE ON KHADI?

Borsap,
May 5, 1931

People ask me why I am khaddar-mad. There are seven lakhs
of villages. A large number of these villages are living in a con-
dition of semi-starvation. There is no employment for them for
nearly six months in the year. It is necessary to find for them

1 Literally, ‘at the lotus feet’

2 It was given in Hindi when the brother of the King of Bhutan presented
Gandhiji with two small boxes of gold and silver and a few pieces of hand-woven
cloth.

3 Given to an Indian film company first in Hindi and then in English
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some supplementary occupation. We must give them an occupa-
tion they are used to. Such an occupation is hand-spinning. If
hand-spinning is to be introduced in the villages, it is but natural
that we should be expected to wear khaddar. Hence it is that I
have become khaddar-mad.

The Bombay Chronicle, 6-5-1931

97. TELEGRAM TO FRAMROZE B. GARDA!

Borsap,
May 6, 1931

SARDAR FRAMROZE GARDA
NAVSARI

RECEIVED SURPRISING WIRE. DO I UNDERSTAND YOU REPUDIATE
AGREEMENT. HAVE ASKED YOU NATURE HARASSMENT CONCRETE
CASES.

GANDHI

A.I.C.C. File No. 16-C, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

98. TELEGRAM TO SIR COWASFI JEHANGIR

[May 6, 19317
SiR CowaAsjT JEHANGIR

NereaN SEA RoaD
BoMmBAY

SARDAR GARDA WIRES PRACTICALLY REPUDIATING AGREEMENT
ON VAGUE CHARGES CONTINUING HARASSMENT. HAVE ASKED HIM
GIVE SPECIFIC INSTANCES. PLOUGHING SEASON APPROACHING.

GANDHI

A.L.C.C. File No. 16-C, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

1 Tn reply to the addressee’s telegram which read: ‘“‘Sorry nothing can be
done in the matter. Behaviour of people even after negotiations most harassing.”
2 Vide the preceding item



99. LETTER TO HARIBHAU UPADHYAYA

Borsap,
May 6, 1931

BHAI HARIBHAU,

I get your letters. But I have not yet got your acknowledg-
ment of the telegram I sent you.! You should have sent one. The
telegram only stated that I would not be able to wire to someone
in Udaipur as I knew no one there, and suggested that Malaviyaji
or Jamnalal might do so. You have written to Ram at any rate.
That was good. I do not even know where Manilal is. I had
addressed a telegram to him, to which there has been no reply.

You are put in a difficult situation. It is possible that the
State may pay no attention to your complaint. Though Trench?
will not be able to appreciate the letter which you have written
to him, you did well in writing it. It will do no harm. If
the people’s grievance has not been redressed you should, since
you have accepted their leadership, cross the border and court
imprisonment. If the peasants remain truly non-violent, they
are bound to win. Of course the question will remain how far
non-violence can be observed in taking possession of land. What
will the people do when the State police come to dispossess them of
the land? Will they oppose them? Will they remain there squat-
ting? Several questions arise here. I have found that the non-
violence observed in such cases is merely physical. Do what you
think right in the light of the circumstances prevailing there, no
matter if what you believe to be non-violence appears to me
violence. We can do nothing more than act sincerely according
to our lights. If everything was as clear to me as daylight I would
not have thrown on you the responsibility for deciding. From
what is happening in the States, for similar things are happening
in the other Indian States too and in British India, it seems to me
that the effect of all that happened during the last struggle was
only temporary and not enduring. That experiment in non-viole-
nce was on a mass scale, but it was not, or did not remain uni-
formly pure in quality. Our non-violence was the non-violence

1 Vide p. 69.
2 Revenue Commissioner of Udaipur State
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of the helpless. I do not feel unhappy about this. Nothing more
than that was possible. The foregoing criticism has no other aim
but to help us to understand the real facts about the nature of the
struggle.

I understand what you say about Tyagbhum: and also about
advertisements. Do what is possible.

Ramnarayan ought to go somewhere and take complete rest.
See that he gives up work. Perhaps he will have fewer difficul-
ties if he goes to Almora. Wherever he goes he may be sure that
he will get some opportunity for service.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]
Immediately after the morning prayer.

From Gujarati: C.W. 6073. Courtesy: Haribhau Upadhyaya

100. LETTER TO ABBAS TYABYI

Borsap,
May 6, 1931

MY DEAR BHRRR!,

I have not received your letter sent to the Vidyapith. I
suppose it will come to me in due course. I am delighted that
you have had a successful operation. I hope this will be the last.
How long will they keep you in the hospital ? I am in Borsad up
to Monday at least. I might then have to go to Simla.

I have now got your Vidyapith letter. I am writing to the
Gaikwar. I wonder if it will be too late. I must not go to
Baroda just yet.

Yours,
Baru

SyT. ABBAS TyABJI
K.E.M. HospiTAL
BoMmBAY

From a photostat: S.N. 9575

1 A form of greeting used between Gandhiji and the addressee whenever
they met or wrote to each other



101. LETTER TO YOUSUF HUSSAIN

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 6, 1931

DEAR YOUNG FRIEND,

I was delighted to receive your letter of 10th March. You
will forgive me for not having acknowledged it earlier. I have
been so busy and constantly on the move. Young students can
certainly do a great deal for the country. First of all they can
wear khadi and thus support the poor people who spin and
weave in their own homes. They can also do hand-spinning and
carding themselves. They will thus add to national wealth and,
when they have finished their studies, become competent village
workers. Young students can also promote goodwill between the
two communities by making friends with one another and doing
all kinds of mutual service and, at times of tension, risking
even their lives in serving and saving those who may be in
danger.

Yours sincerely,

Yousur Hussain, Esg.
MusLim UNIVERSITY
ALIGARH

From a microfilm: S.N. 17035

102. LETTER TO H. HARCOURT

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 6, 1931
DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter. You will forgive me for sending
you a belated reply but I was helpless. I am not able to say
that the Round Table Conference has established lasting goodwill
between the two nations. But it can do a great deal of good if
the representatives of both the nations are determined to come
to an agreement. I am quite aware and I am thankful that I
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have a very large circle of unknown friends in the British
Isles.

Yours  sincerely,

H. Harcourt, Esg.
Lonpon S.E. 19

From a photostat: S.N. 17036

105. LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 6, 1931

Here is a letter from Chinnapavu of Coimbatore. He refers
to you in his letter. Please tell me all about him and his acti-
vity. I would like you to deal with this letter by writing to him.
Can it be true what he says about the treatment of Adi-Dravidas
in Singanallur?

Encl. 1

SyT. C. RAJAGOPALACHARI
TirucHENGODU (S. INDIA)

From a photostat: S.N. 17037

104. LETTER TO H. RUNHAM BROWN

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 6, 1931
DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter of 4th February. You will excuse
me for not acknowledging it earlier. It was practically impossible
to do so. I think that Prof. Einstein’s suggestion is sound. And
if it is right for those who do not believe in war to refuse war
service, it follows that they are entitled at least to the sympathy of
war resisters even if the latter are too weak to follow the example
of those who suffer for their conscience’s sake.

Yours sincerely,

H. Runaam Brown, Esq.
11 ABBey Roap, ENFIELD
MippLESEX, (ENGLAND)

From a photostat: S.N. 17038



105. LETTER TO KHAN CHAND DEV

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 6, 1931

DEAR LALA KHAN CHAND,

I have your letter. I am in correspondence with the Govern-
ment in all these matters and I am likely to go to Simla to dis-
cuss every one of them. At the present moment, therefore, I can
only advise you to keep me informed of what is going on there.
I would advise you also not to start picketing and even stop
picketing if absolute peacefulness cannot be ensured. There should
be no rowdyism. I do not know what truth there is in the Pun-
jab Governor’s charge that there has been wild speaking. Are
you able to control the Punjab Press? I know that there is often
violent writing. I would not like anybody connected with the
Congress to speak or write violently. Our case is weakened by
such writing or speaking.

Yours sincerely,

Lara Kuax Caanp Dev
PunjaB ProvinciarL CoNGREss COMMITTEE
BrabprauvcH Harr, LAHORE

From a microfilm: S.N. 17039

106. LETTER TO GULJARI LAL NANDA

Borsap,
May 6, 1931

MY DEAR GULZARI LAL,

You should firmly tell Mr. Gidney that there is absolutely no
coercion used. But you have the right of fixing conditions of
membership. What the Settlement requires is that picketing shall
be absolutely peaceful, which it admittedly is. And in no case
can the Government connive at direct breaches of liquor laws. I
am likely to have to go to Simla next week in connection with
the breaches of the Settlement alleged to have taken place on the
part of the Government as well as of the people. Please there-
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LETTER TO MAGANTI BAPI NEEDU 97

fore give me all the particulars. I have got the sections you
have sent me.

Syr. Gurzari Lar Nanpa

TEXTILE LABOUR ASSOCIATION

LaBour OFFICE

Lar DArRwAzA, AHMEDABAD

From a microfilm: S.N. 17040

107. LETTER TO KONDA VENKATAPPAYYA

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 6, 1931
MY DEAR VENKATAPPAYYA,

Please read the enclosed. Tell me all you know about Needu!
or enquire and let me know. Is he responsible for all this mis-
fortune himself? I am anxious to help him if only for the memory

of Annapurna?. But you have to guide me.
Encls. 2

SjT. KoNDA VENKATAPPAYYA
GunTUR (MADRAS PRESIDENCY)

From a microfilm: S.N. 17041

108. LETTER TO MAGANTI BAPI NEEDU

[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 6, 1931
MY DEAR NEEDU,

My whole heart goes out to you in your trouble though,
if you will take it calmly and correctly it will be your making.
It is not prosperity but adversity that makes a man. Prosperity
spoils him. And after all, if you belong to the starving group, you
are one of the many millions. But I know that this philosophy,
however correct it is, will bring you no solace. Before therefore I
can make a concrete suggestion, you must let me know what your
minimum requirements are, and in fixing this, do not think of
what you have been materially but think of what you should be.

1 Maganti Bapi Needu; vide the following item.
2 Needu’s wife who had died in 1927; vide Vol. XXXV, pp. 197-8.
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In fact in doing this you will have to be courageous and even
apparently heartless. You are telling me you have to support
your own people and Annapurna’s. This is absurd. You have
to support those who may be physically maimed and therefore in-
capable of doing anything for themselves. You have no such in
either family. Nor must they be pampered. They must all, men
and women, work for their living and if they will do so, you
will find that the problem is satisfactorily and honourably solved.
Now you know what I want from you. Give me a letter full of
particulars and it shall receive prompt attention.

Yours,

Baru

Syr. MacanTi Barr NEEDU
ErLore (WEsT Gopavary Dr.)
MAaDRAs PRrESIDENCY

From a photostat: G.N. 8826; also S.N. 17042

109. LETTER TO K. KELAPPAN NAIR
[As AT] SABARMATI,
May 6, 1931
MY DEAR KELAPPAN,

I have your letter. Please continue to send me full report
of whatever irregularities you may notice. I might have to go
to Simla to discuss all these things. Meanwhile you must use all
the tact you are capable of using.

Yours  sincerely,

SyT. K. KELappaN NaIrR

Kerara ProvinciaL CoNGREss COMMITTEE
MATHRUBHUMI BUILDINGS

CaLicuT

From a microfilm: S.N. 17043



110. SPEECH AT BOCHASAN

May 6, 1931

I thank you all for giving me the honour of laying the founda-
tion of this Vidyalaya. This institution has been named ‘“Vallabh
Vidyalaya” and hence it has become the duty of all — the pre-
sent and future managers of the Vidyalaya and those who will
receive education here—to imbibe Vallabhbhai’s virtues and to
teach others to do the same. Vallabhbhai is an embodiment of
sacrifice; Vallabhbhai is synonymous with courage; Vallabhbhai
stands for heroism, for removal of distinctions between high and
low. Vallabhbhai does not regard Patidars as high and the others
as low because they are Bhangis, Baraias and Patanwadias.! To
disprove these distinctions, the laying of the foundation has been
entrusted to me.

Bhai Narahari has stated in his speech that for the most part
the children of Dharala Thakores? and Patanwadias will receive
education in this Vallabh Vidyalaya. I put aside my work and
came here only to meet the Dharala Thakores. Ever since I made
your acquaintance, I have recognized you as Thakores [leaders].
Those brothers among you who attended the mammoth meeting
at Vadtal® will remember that I had described you all as Dharala
Thakores. Just as Kaliparaj* became Raniparaj, the Dharalas be-
came known as Thakores. You have only benefited from the great
struggle, even though some of you purchased the lands of others,
proved faithless to the people, and vacillated. But, can one forget
the fact that in Bochasan the Baraia brethren are with the people ?
That way, no one can claim that the Patidars are a hundred per
cent on the side of the people. If all Muslim brothers here did not
stand by the people, they have done so in other parts of the country.

There is no element of compulsion or force in our struggle,
it is a voluntary fight. Hereafter whenever we have to fight, all
will join in. I wish the temporary Truce with the Government to
become permanent. Let the Truce end in our winning complete
swaraj. Complete swaraj means a government in which we can

1&2 Names of certain backward communities in Gujarat
3 Vide Vol. XIX, pp. 249-57.
4 A Scheduled Tribe in Gujarat
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run our own administration. If the dream entertained by Sardar
Vallabhbhai, my many comrades and myself comes true, then
that government will belong to the Patidars, the Dharala Thakores
and the Bhangis also. It will belong to the Muslim brethren
too. That government will not belong to any one community,
but to all the men and women, boys and girls, of India. That
alone is to be called complete swaraj. A government other than
this is no government. None should hope that the government
should be his and not of the Muslims and the Bhangis. That
will indeed be the government of the thirty crores of people
of India. If all of them do not receive a fair deal, that will not
constitute swaraj at all. Therefore the Vidyapith thought that
the job would be only half done if they did not serve the back-
ward classes. Dharala Thakore brethren come to see me. They
cannot even sign their names. But I do not care if they do not
know how to sign their names, they should know what is swaraj.
You ought to know what our duty to the people is, why we
should spin, why we should wear only khadi and why we should
not wear cloth made even by mills in our country. What a sad
and shameful thing it is if you do not know all this! If you do
not know this, how can our administration run? The Dharala
Thakores, the Bhangis and all other communities can participate
in our administration. It is for this that Shamalbhai is here. You
may say that the Patidars have exploited you to the uttermost
limit. Perhaps there may be some truth in it. There may not
be unity between the Patidars and the Dharala Thakores in all
matters. But an organization of youths has arisen from among
the Patidars themselves which has deemed it its duty to serve you.
They believe in serving others first and themselves afterwards.
You few Dharala Thakore brothers who have come here,
please carry my message to everyone in his home. The Patidars
and we are not adversaries. If you have considered them as your
enemies, forget it. The Patidars and the Dharalas are both
brothers. Only just now I was introduced to a brother who had
presented yarn to me. He used to drink liquor and even offer
it to others—but he has given it up and is making others follow
suit. Everyone ought at any rate to give up liquor and also thiev-
ing and looting. Have you ever seen a thief becoming a million-
aire? None has become a rich man through theft. And even
if anyone has done so, ultimately he has remained a beggar only.
One cannot, like the merchant, become a millionaire through
theft. Nothing is to be gained through theft, looting, violence,
etc. But if we want to live in this world cleanly and thus present
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ourselves at God’s court, take it for certain that our hands, legs,
eyes, ears and hearts ought to be pure. Else we would not be
fit to remain in His court. In order to make all this possible, the
Vallabh Vidyalaya has been established. It is my hope that
Shamalbhai will complain to me that there are so many children
of the Patanwadias and Dharala Thakores that the school is too
small to accommodate them. In this Vidyalaya, those who have
no money are going to be fed and clothed. But none should take
wrong advantage of it. It is my desire that those who have money
should study even by paying fees and there will come a time when I
shall have to say that I shall set up as many schools as you require.
You may know that we have a plentiful supply of teachers and
we shall get them from anywhere. We shall teach boys and by
and by even girls. But all that depends on the extent to which
you give encouragement to the Vallabh Vidyalaya.

You have asked for my blessings. Them you certainly have.
But you have them on the condition that you impart lustre to
this Vidyalaya and its name. The Patidars also should benefit
by it and should disgrace neither the Vallabh Vidyalaya nor
my name. I do not care for the sort of Vidyalaya which may
prove a millstone round my neck and be a burden to me. Edu-
cation liberates us, frees us from bondage, helps us to shine,
adds to the country’s wealth, enriches character; our boys and
girls become smart and intelligent thereby. This Vidyalaya has
been established with this end in view. May this end be realized.
I express gratitude to all those who have given donations for this
Vidyalaya and have offered lime, labour and other types of help.
What we build with our own money will shine forth better than
what we do with money g<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>