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PREFACE

During the period covered in this volume (September 1 to
November 15, 1932) the national movement under Gandhiji’s
leadership, which in its spirit had always been a movement of
self-purification, became more clearly and openly so, following
his indefinite fast against the British Government’s decision to
constitute the depressed classes into a separate electorate for the
purposes of the new constitution then under consideration. Gandhiji’s
aim behind this ““final act of satyagraha in the cause of the down-
trodden” (p. 55) was ‘“‘to sting the Hindu conscience into right
religious action” (p. 62), and this aim seemed to be amply realiz-
ed by the instantaneous country-wide awakening which followed
the commencement of the fast and led to an agreement, known
as the Poona or the Yeravda Pact, between Hindu leaders and
representatives of the depressed classes on the constitutional pro-
visions for the Harijans. The agreement was accompanied by a
pledge by the Hindu leaders at public conferences in Bombay on
September 25 and 30 to secure for the Harijans complete political
and social equality and to work for removal of all the disabilities

and hardships suffered by them.
Though the immediate aim of the fast was to secure the

reversal of the British Government’s decision, and it was criti-
cized by many as a form of coercion, for Gandhiji it was a deeply
spiritual act, ‘“resolved upon in the name of God for His work
and, as I believe in all humility, at His call” (p. 62). The
political aspect of the matter was of secondary importance to
him. He opposed the British Government’s decision because he
believed that it would “arrest the marvellous growth” of the
Hindu reformers’ work for the eradication of untouchability (p. 32).
He was convinced that separation of the depressed classes from
Hindu society would not serve their real interests and would in
any case be impossible. “They are”, he said, ‘“part of an in-
divisible family. . . . There is a subtle something—quite indefin-
able—in Hinduism which keeps them in it even in spite of them-
selves” (p. 63). ‘“What I want,” he said in a Press interview on
the day of commencement of the fast, “what I am living for, and
what I should delight in dying for, is the eradication of untouch-
ability root and branch’ (p. 118), and through the fast he wished
to appeal to “the affection of the millions”> who used to flock to
his meetings (p. 266) and between whom and himself, he believed,
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an indissoluble bond existed (p. 386). It was ‘“a whip administered
to lethargic love” (p.253) and was aimed against all “‘those who
have faith in me, whether Indians or foreigners’”” and ‘“‘those
countless Indians . . . who believe that I represent a just cause’
(p. 62). “If the Hindu mass mind”, he told the people, is
not yet prepared to banish untouchability root and branch, it must
sacrifice me without the slightest hesitation” (p. 63). This
“conception of giving my life for the untouchables’, he said in a
letter to Sarojini Naidu, ‘“‘is not of yesterday. . . . There was no
call from within for years. But the Cabinet’s decision came like a
violent alarm waking me from my slumber and telling me this is
the time.”” And he instinctively seized the psychological moment
it provided (p. 71).

Gandhiji looked forward to the fast in a mood of almost exultant
joy. He regarded it as “both a privilege and a duty” (p. 56), a
“God-given opportunity for a final act of satyagraha in the
cause of the downtrodden” (p. 55). It was to him “‘an expression
of, and the last seal on, non-violence” (p. 65), and he “would ex-
perience nothing but the profoundest peace’ if he had to carry
it to its logical end (p. 52). “Only one in millions meets death
for which he has prayed” (p. 52), he told Kasturba and asked her
to thank God if it was his good fortune to do so. In a touching letter
to Khushalchand Gandhi, for whom he felt the deepest reverence,
Gandhiji asked him to “rejoice that you had a younger brother
whom God had granted the strength to complete such a yajna’ (p. 91).
While, however, Gandhiji rejoiced at the prospect of laying down
his life for a cherished cause, he was also humble enough to re-
cognize that he might be mistaken in regard to both his motive
and his strength. “If I am wrong,” he said in a letter to
Narandas Gandhi, “people will judge my step as a sign of false
pride and an instance of demoniac self-mortification” (p. 53). In
the statement to the Press sent to the Government for publica-
tion before the commencement of the fast, Gandhiji went further
and said that if his faith was a hallucination, “I must be allowed
to do my penance in peace. It will be the lifting of a dead weight
on Hinduism” (p. 64). Similarly, asking Mirabehn “to rejoice
with me that such an occasion seems to have come to me,” he
explained, “I say ‘seems’ for my faith has yet to be tried. No
one can dare talk of his own strength in a matter of life and
death” (p. 56). The mood of exultant yet humble self-abandon-
ment comes out clearly in a letter to a fellow devotee: ‘“The fast
is not mine but that of Rama; the responsibility is His, not mine.
If it is unfruitful He will be blamed, not I, and if fruitful He
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not being concerned with praises, I, a beggar at his door, will
accept it”” (pp. 99-100).

Gandhiji also felt the human cost of the sacrifice. “As I wrote
that first letter conveying my vow,” he told Mirabehn, *I
thought of you and of Ba. And for a time I became giddy”
(p. 102). But Gandhiji had hardened his heart with the thought,
“No anguish will be too terrible to wash out the sin of un-
touchability”” (p. 102). “And have we not deserved’’, he asked in a
letter to G. K. Devdhar, ‘“the most terrible chastisement from
God for our treatment of the untouchables?” (pp. 110-1) As a
Hindu who was a “touchable” by birth but an ‘“‘untouchable” by
choice (p. 111), he must atone for this sin. “This is a wonderful
ordeal’’, he said in the letter to Devdhar. “I deserve it all. For I
have the Hindu heart” (p. 110). Human that he was, Gandhiji
yearned for the approval of friends like Rabindranath Tagore
and Srinivasa Sastri for this act of supreme sacrifice. Writing to
the former his first letter in the early morning of the day of the
fast, he said: “I enter the fiery gate at noon. If you can bless the
effort, I want it. . . . I am not too proud to make an open con-
fession of my blunder . . . if I find myself in error” (p. 101).
And to Sastri he wrote: ‘“Perhaps this step of mine has been for
you the last straw. Even so I want to have your laceration. . ..
At this (maybe) last crisis, you must not cease to strive with me.
Send me your curses or your blessings’ (p. 102). And both friends,
for a long time uncompromising critics of Gandhiji’s philosophy of
non-co-operation, sent their unreserved appreciation. “Our sorrow-
ing hearts”, Tagore said, “will follow your sublime penance with
reverence and love” (footnote 2, p. 109). Sastri paid tribute to
Gandhiji’s “superb service performed in your superb style”, and
added, “the result vindicates and establishes you as indisputably the
foremost untouchable and ‘unapproachable’”” (footnote 2, p. 137).

Tagore and Sastri summed up, by and large, the response of
the country. Gandhiji described the wonderful manifestation
throughout India as a “modern miracle’ (p. 137). ‘It was tra-
vail of new birth” both to himself and to “‘superstitious ignorant
Hinduism” (p. 157). At one blow the foundations of a centuries-
old belief and practice seemed to lie in ruins. From a spiritual
point of view, too, this was probably the happiest experience in
Gandhiji’s life. The fast, like a lover’s who ‘fasts to prevent the
loved one from going astray’’, was ‘“‘the cry of an anguished heart
ascending to heaven” (p. 253). And, Gandhiji confessed, never
before had he experienced ‘“‘such an immediate response to
prayer”’, for those days were ‘“‘days of basking in the sunshine of
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His presence” (p. 266). “God was never nearer to me than
during the fast,” he told Horace Alexander (p. 186). And this
despite the fact that Gandhiji experienced considerable physical
and mental suffering during the days of the fast (p. 174). As he
confessed, ‘““There is a deep unconscious joy felt during such
purifying agony” (p. 157).

Gandhiji realized, however, that this marvellous public awa-
kening to an acknowledged social evil did not mean the imme-
diate end of untouchability. ‘““The settlement arrived at”, he
said in a message to the British people, “is to me but the begin-
ning of the work of purification”, and added: ‘“The agony of
the soul is not going to end until every trace of untouchability
is gone. . . . I shall undergo as many fasts as are necessary in
order to purify Hinduism of this unbearable taint” (pp. 140-1).
Likewise he assured the Harijans that, though the British Govern-
ment had accepted only that part of the Agreement which refer-
red to the British Cabinet’s Communal decision, he himself was
“wedded to the whole of that Agreement’” and they could hold
his life ““as hostage for its due fulfilment” (p. 145). By a happy
chance, Gandhiji got an opportunity to demonstrate his total
commitment to the cause by pledging himself to another fast
practically as soon as the fast in the jail had ended. K. Kelap-
pan, a fellow-worker in South India in the cause of Harijan uplift,
had embarked on a fast, simultaneously with Gandhiji’s, to get
the famous temple at Guruvayur thrown open to the Harijans.
Discovering a moral flaw in his action from the point of view of
the ethics of satyagraha, Gandhiji advised him to suspend the
fast and give three months’ notice to the Temple authorities and
added: “God helping, I shall bear my share of the burden” (p.
162).

The Government, not realizing the seriousness of Gandhiji’s
intention to pursue the reform which his fast had initiated, stop-
ped the special facilities in regard to visitors and correspondence
which they had permitted him during the fast week. Gandhiji was
very much upset. “I must confess”, he said in a letter to the
Jail Superintendent, ‘“‘that I was wholly unprepared for this very
sudden and rude reminder that I was but a prisoner . . . I had
hoped that at least during the convalescent period I would be
saved all unnecessary shock to my nerves” (p. 152). After waiting
for more than three weeks for the Government to clarify its
policy, Gandhiji wrote again threatening a gradual fast if he
was not given reasonable facilities for carrying on Harijan work.
“I can have no interest in life’’, he wrote to the Inspector-General
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of Prisons, “if I cannot prosecute, without let or hindrance, work
for which the fast was undertaken and suspended” (p. 289).
Again he declared, “I cannot live and not work for the removal
of untouchability” (p. 322). The Government handsomely admit-
ted that ‘“‘they had not before fully appreciated’’ Gandhiji’s pro-
gramme of work and removed “‘all restrictions on visitors, corres-
pondence and publicity in regard to matters . . . strictly limited
to the removal of untouchability” (footnote 1, pp. 336-7).

Gandhiji utilized the freedom granted to him by starting a
vigorous campaign of public education through correspondence
and a series of statements on untouchability. In the very first
of these statements he attacked the religious foundation of the
practice by redefining “Hindu dharma’”. While the orthodox
regarded untouchability as an integral part of Hinduism and there-
fore Gandhiji “as a renegade” who had imbibed ‘“‘notions from
Christianity and Islam”, he claimed himself to be a sanatanist.
Sanatana dharma, according to him, was ‘“based upon the
Vedas and the writings that followed them’; but the Vedas were,

he argued, “as indefinable as God and Hinduism’. Hinduism
was an ever-growing faith, each generation of seers adding to the
“original treasures according to their lights”. And ‘“‘then arose

a great and loftly-minded man, the composer of the Gita. He gave
to the Hindu world a synthesis of Hindu religion at once deeply
philosophical and yet easily to be understood by any unsophisti-
cated seeker”. ‘““Whatever is contrary to its main theme”, Gan-
dhiji declared, “I reject as un-Hindu.”” As regards the charge of
having come under the influence of other faiths, Gandhiji boldly
asserted that his study of other scriptures had ‘“broadened my
outlook and therefore my Hinduism”. “I take pride in calling
myself a Hindu,” he added, ‘“‘because I find the term broad
enough not merely to tolerate but to assimilate the teachings of
prophets from all the four corners of the earth.” He had approach-
ed the masses, he said, with this enlightened ‘“message of the
Gita burnt into my life”’, and they had listened to him ‘“not for
any political wisdom or for eloquence, but because they have
instinctively recognized me as one of them, as one belonging to
their faith”. And he was convinced, therefore, that “I could not
be wrong in claiming to belong to sanatan dharma, and if God
wills it, He will let me seal that claim with my death” (pp.
344-5).

The attack on untouchability necessarily raised the question
of caste reform. Gandhiji took care to keep the two apart, so as
to be able to concentrate his efforts on eradication of untouch-
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ability. Caste, he said, was a social evil, whereas untouch-
ability was “a soul-destroying sin’” (p. 219). He, therefore, made it
repeatedly clear that inter-dining and intermarriage were not a
part of the movement against untouchability, though, when
mixed dinner parties with Harijans did take place, he welcomed
them as a healthy sign (pp. 231, 343). Drawing a distinction
between caste and varna, Gandhiji said that the latter meant no
more than profession and had ‘“nothing to do with inter-dining
and intermarriage’ (p. 350). Varna so defined, he admitted, had
broken down in modern times and there was only one varna,
Shudra, left (pp. 350, 389).

Letters written during this period of great stress afford
many intimate glimpses into Gandhiji’s understanding of himself
and his anxiety to be rightly understood by his ever-widening
circle of correspondents. His special concern was for the Ashram
inmates. Two days before the fast began he wrote, “I am
drawing the soul of the Ashram into myself and pouring my soul
into the people there.”” His self-suffering would be a mortifica-
tion of the self and a curse on the world, he admitted, ‘“if deep
in my heart I harbour ill will or anger against anybody’ (p.
84). Again and again (pp. 11, 41, 219, 359 and 371) he insisted
on the wisdom of discovering and removing one’s own faults instead
of dwelling on those of others, of meeting anger with patience
and doing good in return for evil. He advised a social reformer
not to “‘judge’” the Zamorin but to step into his shoes and look
at the position “‘even from his point of view” (p. 337). The reli-
gious attitude of identifying oneself with all creation and “selfless
service of every living creature” (p. 372) prevented Gandhiji from
isolating politics from religion. ‘Religion to be true’’, he wrote to
a Christian friend, “must pervade every activity of life. And that
activity which cannot be pursued without sacrificing religion is an
immoral activity to be shunned at all costs. Politics is not
only not such an activity but it is an integral part of civic life”
(p. 239). Condemning doctrinal rigidity and all talk of “your
God and my God”, he argued that God was accessible ‘“through
billions of openings” to ‘“‘those who are humble and pure of
heart’”’; and that ‘‘there was only one God for the wise and
the foolish, saints and sinners” (pp. 21, 253). Opposed as much
to occultism as to cultism, he declared, “The book of life is open
to the simplest minds and it should be so. There is nothing occult
in God’s plan. . . . Truth has no secrets and Truth is God”
(pp. 315-6).

Commending Mirabehn’s way of looking upon trees and ani-
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mals as friends, he argued that ‘“‘personal friends and relations
are no greater friends than strangers of the human family and
bird, beast and plant” (p. 57). He duly reported to Premabehn
Kantak the mad joy and later contentment of his cat compa-
nion on their reunion (p. 285) and also conveyed through her his
greetings and prayers to the plants and flowers who could give
us ‘“‘beauty and fragrance like theirs”, their humility and inno-
cence (p. 318). He held that the best commentary on the Gita
would be putting into practice each verse in it which applies
to one’s life, interpretating the central core of the scripture as
non-attachment (p. 324). To Ramdas he confided how he culti-
vated non-attachment easily since ‘“‘everything I did was sponta-
neous, that is, arose naturally from my devotion to truth. If one
is filled with a desire to serve the whole world, one can easily
cultivate non-attachment” (p. 373). A good example of such
non-attachment is provided by Gandhiji’s references to the body.
He assured Andrews, “I do not want to kill brother ass. He is
in God’s safe keeping” (p. 346). Recommending to the ailing son
of a friend proper breathing, proper diet, fresh air and a living
faith in God (p. 267), he explained: “ . . . you should cease to
think the body as yours. It is God’s. But God has given it to you
for the time being to keep it clean and healthy and use it for His
service. You are therefore the trustee, not the owner” (p. 349).
He wrote to Esther Menon: “Even as a soldier keeps his arms
clean and in order so we must keep our arms (God-given
bodies) clean and in perfect order’ (p. 400).

Gandhiji wanted the Ashram as an institution to ‘“remain
equal towards all religions” and its inmates to offer worship
to the formless God in the open prayer ground with the horizons
“as its walls and the sky as its roof . . .” (p. 209). This con-
gregational prayer, however, was not as important as individual
prayer, its indispensable basis. ‘“What you can experience in
seclusion is certainly difficult, if not impossible, to experience
in a group” (p. 304).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text gene-
rally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however, been
retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up in
small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of
speeches and interviews, as also passages which are not by
Gandhiji, have been set up in small type. In reports of speeches
and interviews slight changes and omissions, where necessary, have
been made in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with the
original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-
hand corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is sup-
plied within square brackets, the reasons being given where neces-
sary. The date given at the end of an item alongside the source
is that of publication. The writings are placed under the date of
publication, except where they carry a dateline or where the date
of writing has special significance and is ascertainable.

References to Volume I of this series are to the January 1969
edition.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N. refers
to documents; M.M.U. to the reels of the Mobile Microfilm Unit
and S.G. to the photostats of the Sevagram Collection available
in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya, New Delhi; C.W.
denotes documents secured by the Collected Works of Mahatma
Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the
text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered
by the volume are also provided at the end.
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1. LETTER TO ASHRAM BOYS AND GIRLS

YErRAVDA MANDIR!,
September 1, 1932

DEAR BOYS AND GIRLS,

I got the letter, written in beautiful handwriting, by your
new secretary. I hope that the new office-bearers will discharge
their duties well. By assuming responsibilities in this way you will
advance very far. Associations like yours can run smoothly only
if you are tolerant towards one another. If you learn to do this,
you will get in time the ability to run big associations. Keep send-
ing me weekly reports of your work. If any disputes arise, you
should write about those too. The best thing, of course, is that
there should be no disputes. But in case a dispute does arise, there
would be no benefit in keeping it from me. If I know about it,
I may be able to guide you. Moreover, the knowledge that you
will have to inform me may itself save you from quarrels.

Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II

2. LETTER TO PURATAN BUCH
September 1, 1932

CHI. PURATAN,

I certainly did not wish to stop you asking me questions. After
you have thought out in your own mind the answer to a problem,
you may certainly ask me to check whether your solution is cor-
rect. I may say that intellect has had very little share in shaping
my life. I believe that I have a rather poor intellect. I have found
it literally true in my case that God shows the means to the man
who has faith. I always hold elders and men of spiritual knowledge
in high respect and put faith in them. And my deepest faith is

I Literally, Yeravda Temple; Yeravda Central Prison, where Gandhiji
was imprisoned from January 4, 1932 to May 8, 1933. This place-name is
not reproduced in subsequent items.
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in truth, and because of that I have always found my path easy
even when it is beset with difficulties.
I am happy that your health is improving.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 9168

3. LETTER TO KESHAV GANDHI

September 1, 1932
CHI. KESHU!,

You will be able to improve your handwriting if you try hard
enough. Man’s only true friend is God. One should never eat so
much that the stomach is full. The atman is none else but jiva.
Just now, you should read the Gita in Gujarati translation and try
to understand it. If you do not follow, you should ask somebody
to explain. Do not make slivers pointed. If you want to know how
many good slivers one can make in an hour, you may ask Abbas-
bhai. Memory will improve with study.

You may write to me anything which you wish to.

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3280

4. LETTER TO GULAB
September 1, 1932

CHI. GULAB,

I have your two letters. You say that your speed at spin-
ning is low. What is it exactly? Improve your handwriting. I
shall be able to answer you only after you tell me what errors
Krishna has committed.

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1723

1 Maganlal Gandhi’s son



5. LETTER TO MOHAN N. PARIKH
September 1, 1932

CHI. MOHAN!,

If your handwriting is not good there is no harm in dictating
your letter. This does not mean that you may neglect to improve
your handwriting. You are now big enough to be able to write
a good hand.

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9182

6. LETTER TO NARMADABEHN RANA
September 1, 1932

CHI. NARMADA,

I have your letter. This time your handwriting is better. If
you keep up the effort it will gradually improve. You say that you
have learnt everything. This cannot be true. There are many
things to be learnt. Your Gujarati is still very weak. You have
yet to learn Sanskrit. Ginning, carding, weaving, sewing, em-
broidery, spinning yarn of fine count—all this remains.

You should know arithmetic and also learn nursing. You
will learn all this in time.

Speak less, think more. I understand what you say about
your dress. At the moment, I cannot think of anything against it.

I wish you to become a very good girl.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 2762. Courtesy: Ramnarayan N.
Pathak

1 Son of Narahari Dwarkadas Parikh



7. LETTER TO PADMA
September 1, 1932

CHI. PADMA,
I got your letter. You have given plenty of information in it.
It is good that you are eating fruit. There is no harm if you
stop spinning when you get tired. You will not get tired if you draw
the thread with the right hand and rotate the wheel with the
foot. That is what I do. If, however, even that is a strain, then you
may stop spinning. If you can, do embroidery or sewing. If you
do not get cotton slivers, you may spin wool. Teach Sheela with
proper care. Just now, she need not trace and retrace the letters.
A lot can be taught orally. For instance, you can teach arith-
metic in that manner.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6137. Also C.W. 3489. Courtesy:
Prabhudas Gandhi

8. LETTER TO SHARDA C. SHAH
September 1, 1932

CHI. SHARDA,
I am absolutely certain that you would do credit to the post
of a secretary. Do not work beyond your capacity. And, do not
be deterred by anything that may happen. You should never
worry. How is it that your yarn snaps so often on the takli?
Luck and perseverance contribute in equal measure in every act
we do. We can control our efforts, so, let us work to our fullest
capacity and leave the result to luck. The Gita teaches us this
very lesson.
Baru

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 9917. Courtesy: Shardabehn G. Chokha-

wala



9. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA
September 1, 1932

CHI. GANGABEHN,

That there is no one living in the house in Kamatipura and
that some property from it was stolen, you should look upon as a
test of your faith. Keep repeating to yourself: “It is a blessing
that the chains have broken, it will now be easier for me to find
Shri Gopal.”’!

Kaka? wrote to me, too, about Chapter XVI. At present,
however, I have no time for it. Ask Ramibehn? to write to me.

I hope your health is now all right. Besides, the hakim*is with
you. What more do you want? Give my due regards to him.

Has Nathji’s® eczema been cured?

Write to me regularly.

Lakshmi® Jerajani impressed me as a wise and smart girl.

Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Patro—6: G. S. Gangabehnne, p. 65. Also C.W. 8794. Courtesy: Ganga-
behn Vaidya

10. A LETTER’
September 1, 19352

I had asked Dilip to send me your name. I have ventured
to write to you, though I do not remember that we have met

1'The line is from Premanand’s poem on Narasinh Mehta. The original
says, ‘I can now worship Shri Gopal in peace. ’Gandhiji later admitted in an
article in Harijan Bandhu, 2-11-1940, that he had got used to misquoting the
line (g HA instead of tﬁ)\{ ®ora)).

2D. B. Kalelkar

3 Ramibehn Kamdar, addressee’s sister

4 Addressee’s instructor in Unani medicine

5 Kedarnath Kulkarni, Kishorelal Mashruwala’s guru

6 Niece of Vithaldas Jerajani, a dedicated khadi worker; she was later
married to Purushottam D. Saraiya, addressee’s grandson.

7 The addressee was a private tutor employed for Dilip, son of Mathuradas
Trikumji.

5
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any time. It has always been my view regarding children’s educa-
tion that we obstruct their intellectual growth and spoil their
handwriting by beginning with the alphabet. I am of the opi-
nion that, before teaching the alphabet, we should give them
orally a good deal of general knowledge. Beginning with the his-
tory and geography of the child’s city or village, we should tell
him something of the region, the country and the world as also of
Nature’s beauty, the sky, the trees and plants and teach him orally
a little of arithmetic, geometry, and literature, i.e., correct pro-
nunciation, grammar, poems, Sanskrit verses, etc. For doing any
one of these, it is absolutely unnecessary first to teach reading and
writing. The child should learn to read before he is taught to write.
Writing should come last. Before he starts learning the alphabet,
he should learn some drawing. After learning thoroughly how to
draw straight lines, oblique lines, triangles, etc., the child should
begin to draw pictures of the letters of the alphabet. If we follow
this method, learning will not be a painful process to the child, he
will have acquired a considerable amount of general knowledge
through oral instruction and the letters drawn by the child will be
like pearls. There is a chapter on the subject of good handwriting
in Dasbodh!, which is worth reading and pondering over. The
sight of Dilip’s handwriting prompted me to write this, from which
you may accept whatever appeals to you and forget the rest. My
view is supported by my own very bad handwriting. It is the result
of a wrong education.
[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. I, pp. 390-1

11. LETTER TO VIMAL KISHORE MEHROTRA
September 1, 1932

CHI. VIMAL KISHOREZ,

We all study the Gita because it is for us like a mother to be
consulted whenever we have any doubts.

Baru
From Hindi: C.W. 4983. Courtesy: Parasram Mehrotra. Also G.N. 7506

I By Samarth Ramdas Swami
2 Son of Parasram Mehrotra



12. LETTER TO RAMACHANDRA N. KHARE

September 2, 1932

CHI. RAMACHANDRAI,

I have your letter. The story about Hira is good. You have
written it well. You copied it from a book, didn’t you? Be as
brave and loyal as Hira was. You do not tell me why you left
the school, but I have received complaints against you from
three different persons. I know very well that you have some
faults, but I thought that they had become fewer, and that you
were trying to improve yourself. You do seem to have improved
outwardly. Your handwriting is better and you write well. But
your heart should be equally pure and good. You should never
tell a lie, nor scheme against anybody. If you have any griev-
ances let me know them. You must obey Panditji at any rate.
You do not seem to have kept your vows either. Write to me and
tell me everything frankly.

May God make you good.

Baru
From Gujarati: C.W. 297. Courtesy: Lakshmibehn N. Khare

13. LETTER TO YOGA V. KHARE

September 2, 1932
CHI. YOGAZ,

If you cannot read or follow this, request Panditji to read it
to you. I hope that you will continue to like the Ashram as much
as you do now and that your health will remain as good as it is
and even improve. Anybody who is ready to learn will find much
to learn in the Ashram. You should slowly learn it all. Write
to me from time to time.

Blessings from
Baru

From Gujarati: C.W. 311. Courtesy: Lakshmibehn N. Khare

1 Son of Narayan Moreshwar Khare, music teacher at the Ashram
2 Niece of Narayan Moreshwar Khare



14. A LETTER
September 2, 1932

However wicked the man you have to face you should have
faith that God will give you the strength to resist him. You should
not have the slightest fear. If such a thing happens, use all your
strength. Such resistance is not violence. A rat can never do vio-
lence to a cat. If, however, the rat is determined, the cat cannot
eat it alive. Thus, a rat which saves itself from the mouth of a
cat does no violence to the cat. Do you understand this? Re-
member that an immoral man is always a coward. He cannot
withstand the power of a pure woman. He trembles when she
roars at him.

[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. 1, pp. 391-2

15. A LETTER

September 2, 1932

Our love for a dear one should not be such that in every-
thing he says we may see a sign of his having been hurt. We should
have sufficient confidence in ourselves to feel sure that such a person
will never be hurt by anything we say or do. If we do not have
such confidence, we shall often do injustice to him or her.

[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. I, p. 392

16. LETTER TO DR. HIRALAL SHARMA
September 2, 1932

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. What you have heard or read about nature
institutions in the West is a case of distance lending enchantment
to the scene. Of the best advertised institution, people of the place
knew nothing when a friend enquired about it. This does not

8



LETTER TO DR. SURESH CHANDRA BANER]JI 9

mean that there is nothing in them. My only point is that the
whole of this science is yet in its infancy and that there is no
common course adopted by these institutions. They are what they
are through the original researches of their authors. We in
India have to make our own researches in keeping with our sur-
roundings. Whatever is to be gained from them can be easily
learnt through their publications.

As to your own health I simply gathered from your letter
that it was not up to much. You cannot afford to go by the cases
of orthodox physicians. You are a pioneer and will therefore have
to show a record that would stand the most rigorous scrutiny.

I am glad you have given up the idea of going to the West.
Do build up your own body. That in itself will lead you to many
discoveries. Your progress may be slow but it will be sure, if the
foundation is sound. . . .

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanDpHI

[From Hindi]
Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Fivanke Solah Varsh, pp. 12-3

17. LETTER TO DR. SURESH CHANDRA BANERYI
September 3, 1932

MY DEAR SURESH,

I was glad to have your second letter. May your hope be
fulfilled. Your extraordinary effort surely deserves to succeed.
You will please report your progress from time to time. It was
quite like Malaviyaji to have visited you and blessed you.!

Have you or the doctors who have been helping you discover-
ed the cause of your illness? Why should you, who were to all
appearances so healthy, have been caught by the germs of a dan-
gerous malady? Or is the science of medicine still so hopelessly
incomplete that it is unable for certain to trace causes of so many
diseases to which all flesh is heir?

Love from us all.

Baru

Advance, 13-9-1932

1 The addressee was in Calcutta undergoing treatment for tuberculosis.



18. LETTER TO NARAYAN M. KHARE

September 3, 1932

PANDIT]I,

You did well in writing to me regarding the temple. If you
have still something more to say, write to me. I surely don’t in-
sist that my view in this matter should prevail. However, my
views on this subject are fixed. I have said regarding myself that
I am both an image-worshipper and an image-breaker. The
God conceived by a human being is bound to be a form, though
the image may be only in the mind. In that sense, I am an image-
worshipper. But I have never been willing to worship any form or
image as God. Towards a form or image, I always feel neti, neti!.
Hence I regard myself as image-breaker. This being my attitude,
I have always felt that we should not have any temple in the
Ashram. And it was for this reason that we decided to have no
building even for prayers. We sit in the open, with the sky above
as the roof and the horizons on the four sides as the walls. If we
wish to maintain an attitude of equality towards all religions, this
is how we should live. These days, I am trying to read a little from
the Vedas and other sacred books. I see this same thing in
them all. There is no mention of image-worship anywhere. But
Hinduism has a place for it. We should not, therefore, oppose it.
However, image-worship is not obligatory. It is voluntary. I
feel, therefore, that it would be better if, as an institution, we
kept away from image-worship. If what I have always believed
to be a samadhi is really a temple, we should not make it a place of
public worship. When the owner of the land wished to demolish
the structure and carry away the bricks, I paid money to him
against the estimated value of the bricks and saved the structure.
But I do not wish to turn it into a temple. You may discuss this
with others who are likely to understand my attitude, and then

write to me again if you wish. Do not have the slightest hesi-
tation in expressing your view.

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati : C.W. 233. Courtesy: Lakshmibehn N. Khare

1 Literally, “not this, not this”; the Vedas thus acknowledged the indescri-
bability of the Absolute.
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19. LETTER TO PARASRAM MEHROTRA
September 3, 1932

CHI. PARASRAM,

I have your letter and the questions. You may leave me if
you like—that may happen though I do not wish it to happen.
I, however, will never leave you, for I still want many services
from you. There is a prescription which I always recommend, and
you should never forget it. As soon as we feel the slightest anger
or aversion against a co-worker or think that he has done us in-
justice, we should sink into deep meditation and tell ourselves: ‘I
certainly deserve such treatment. The fault is not my co-worker’s
but mine. Knowingly or unknowingly, I must have given him some
cause to be angry with me or feel aversion against me.” When
the mind is so persuaded and has calmed down, you should im-
mediately go to the co-worker and ask him what fault he had seen
in you. We should then examine ourselves to see that fault and
overcome it. If we follow this method, we shall always enjoy
peace, feel generous towards the whole world and never feel offen-
ded with anyone.

I am satisfied if the massage has really cured the pain. In such
a matter, one should never deceive oneself. Do not be afraid of a
surgical operation if it becomes necessary.

Of course there was the hand of Fate in the sinking of that
boat, but we can see from it the fear which rules our people. It
also shows how great is the fear of death in us. If the people
had kept their reason to see that the serpent could not have bitten
all of them, any one of them could have picked it up and thrown
it into the river or even killed it, if he so wished. But where no-
body thinks of others and everybody is seized with fear, the result
is bound to be what happened. The only lesson we have to draw
from this is that we should never have fear of any kind and we
should pray to God to grant us good sense when we unexpectedly
find ourselves in such situations.

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 7507. Also C.W. 4984. Courtesy:
Parasram Mehrotra

11



20. LETTER TO VIDYA R. PATEL
September 3, 1932

CHI. VIDYA,

I have your letter. [You must] improve your handwriting

a good deal. Ask Premabehn to teach you how to do it. If you

do not at once go to sleep as soon as you lie down, you should

close your eyes and begin repeating Ramanama. You will soon fall
asleep.

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 9432. Courtesy: Ravindra R. Patel

21. LETTER TO SULOCHANA
September 3, 1952

CHI. SULOCHANA,

Your handwriting is fairly good. But you should make it
still better.

What is your speed at spinning?

Why does Gulab beat you?

Learn everything well.

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1738

22. LETTER TO SECRETARY, NAGARI PRACHARINI SABHA,
BANARAS!?

September 3, 1932

DEAR SIR,

I have your letter. Although I am not personally acquain-
ted with Acharya Mahavir Prasadji I am not unaware of his
services to Hindi literature. I consider it most fitting that he

1 The block-print of this letter appeared in the commemoration volume
presented to Mahavir Prasad Dwivedi on his birthday.

12



LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI 13

should be honoured by the lovers of Hindi on his entering his

seventieth year.
Yours,

MouAaNDAS GANDHI

SHRI PRADHAN MANTRIJI
NAGARI PRACHARINI SABHA
Banaras City

From Hindi: C.W. 9663. Courtesy: Bharat Kala Bhavan

23. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
September 3[4, 1932

CHI. NARANDAS,

I got your letter on Tuesday. I got the usual letter about
Kanal, too, posted separately. I convey the information to Ramdas
as and when I think fit. I had expected a postcard today, but there
was none. Pyare Ali? had sent me a wire about Qureshi’s? operation.
I have also had a letter from him. I hope Champa#* got the post-
card I wrote to her. Please make whatever arrangements are
possible for the education of the new girls who join. I constantly
feel that you should get more free time to think about and plan
things such as this. We have done much for Liladhar®. If he does
not understand his place or his self-interest, how can we help him ?
Do only what seems proper to you. Indu® yearns for parental love.
Try to understand his heart. Read my letter to Kusum’. If she
takes careful measures, she will be completely all right. If, however,
she takes rest and employs other remedies just to please you, she will
lose her life altogether or else will become an invalid and then
weep. I intend to devote the weekly article this time to Narayanap-
pa’s case. It will contain some thoughts which may seem novel.
Try to understand them and then explain them to the girls.

My chief reason for resuming milk from Wednesday was to see
whether bajri would be effective, in spite of the milk, in preventing

1 Ramdas Gandhi’s son

2 A business man from Bombay

3 Gulam Rasool Qureshi

4 Wife of Ratilal Mehta, Dr. Pranjivan Mehta’s son

5 A shopkeeper of Vadaj, a village near the Ashram; when his wife was
ill in 1931, the addressee had brought him and his family to the Ashram.

6 Indu Parekh, a student of the Ashram school

7 Kusum Gandhi, a student of the Ashram school, daughter of Vrajlal
Gandhi
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constipation. Today is Saturday. There has been no ill-effect till
now and in other respects my health has been quite good. So far
bajri and bananas have not disagreed with me.

What you say about Parasram is correct. Though he is ex-
tremely unmethodical, he has seemed to me a useful man. His
motives are good. Sometimes he exhibits great capacity for work.

Shankarbhai’s hand should be completely cured by now. Is
the bone-setter a man trained in the indigenous method or has he
been qualified in Allopathy?

Vinoba’s plan is indeed excellent. If we have the right type
of men, there is plenty of work which they can do. I received to-
day Chhakkaddas’s and Keshu’s slivers. I now want the thin-
nest spindle you can get. Only if I get it, can I carry on my expe-
riment here properly. I got the books too. How far they tally with
the ones I had asked you to send, I shall perhaps let you know
after I have checked them.

Do we get money for Kaka’s milk and ghee? We should,
for he was supplied these items in Belgaum by the Government. If
they don’t supply these to him there we must do so. But we
should not act like the woman who ignorantly gives away the butter
along with the whey, and is called a fool into the bargain. If neces-
sary, go and see the Superintendent and talk the matter over
with him.

I have suggested in a letter to Maganbhai! a title for the dis-
courses?. But on second thoughts it seems to me that we need not
be in a hurry to print them. I have written them in great haste.
You and other people there may correct my mistakes as you read
the discourses, and even if you did not understand some point I
would not worry much. I would not mind even if you found that
a few sentences here and there were not sufficiently clear. It is not
always possible for me to revise the discourses after writing them.
Hence, if they are to be published I should certainly like to read
them from that point of view before they are published. I would,
therefore, suggest that, if you have not incurred any expense so far,
you should postpone their publication. If, however, Maganbhai,
Panditji, Chhaganlal—if he is there—and you feel no doubt about
the meaning of any sentence and if, whenever the language was
not clear, you have been able to make it clear, you may certainly

1 Maganbhai Desai

2 On subjects of special interest to Ashram inmates which Gandhiji sent
with letters to Narandas Gandhi during the period from February 29, 1932,
to September 11, 1932. They appear under their dates of writing beginning
with Vol. XLIX, p. 169.
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print them. You have suggested Mangal Prabhat-II as the title,
but it does not seem to me appropriate, for the discourses on this
occasion were written from a somewhat different point of view.
That is, I had in mind mostly the inmates of the Ashram when
writing them. That is why I have suggested the title Ashramovasi
Pratye', so that readers may know the limitations of the discourses
and those of them who look upon themselves as among the inmates,
though they do not live in the Ashram, may understand that they
are addressed to them too. But I don’t insist on this title being
accepted. You may choose any other that may appeal to all of
you.

Think about Manjula’s? dilemma. If her disease can be cured
with cod-liver oil, it would perhaps be the right thing to give it
to her. I don’t think she can think for herself. She will probably
depend on Kashi’s? advice in which case she should follow it. And*
if Kashi does not want to give her that, it should not be given.
But if Manjula, though only a child, understands things a little
and would like to take it I think we should respect her wish.
You may now do what you think best.

While writing the history of the Ashram, a thought occurred
to me. I have a faint recollection that I wrote to you about it
once. I don’t know if we have a list of the persons who came and
stayed in the Ashram temporarily from the time of its establish-
ment to the present day. If we don’t have such a list, we should
try to remember the names and write them down. They should
be noted in a register, which should contain the full name of every
such person, his place of residence, age, occupation, education,
marital status and similar information; also what he learnt
in the Ashram, when he left it and where he is at present.
Whenever anybody comes to the Ashram in future, his name should
be entered in the register, so that all this information will be avail-

1¢To the Ashram Inmates”. The discourses were published under this
title, but subsequently the title was changed to Ashram Fivan, ‘“The Ashram Way
of Life”.

2 Daughter of Vrajlal Gandhi

3 Widow of Vrajlal Gandhi

4What follows here in the sources does not seem to belong to this
letter. From the contents it appears that two sheets of the letter dated
September [7]/11, 1932 got mixed up with this letter; vide footnote 3 on p. 46.

The portion of the letter from here onwards has been taken from the
letter to Narandas Gandhi placed, under July 4, 1932, in Bapuna Patro—9:
Shri Narandas Gandhine, Pt. I, which evidently is an error. The reference to
the article ““What Women Should Do in a Difficult Situation”, 4-9-1932, con-
firms this.
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able to us in one place. My only aim just now in asking for this
information is to know how many persons came to and stayed in
the Ashram temporarily, how each of them was trained and where
he is settled now. If we have kept no such record till now, as time
passes it will become increasingly more difficult to prepare one.

The pieces of leather for repairing the soles of sandals which
you sent a second time have also been used up. These pieces
are of such poor quality that, though I use the sandals very spa-
ringly, the repaired soles hardly give service for a month. Like a
miser, I also send small bits of leather for repair of soles. But we
must make do with whatever quality of leather of dead cattle we
can get. Please, therefore, send one or two pieces again.

[September] 4, 19321

Hemprabhadevi? used to write to me regularly. Of Ilate
I have had no letter from her except for a postcard once. Do you
hear from her ? If you do, give me news of her health. And write
her a letter or postcard. And tell her that I complain about
absence of letters from her, and that I should get her letters
regularly. If she has been writing and if she has preserved the dates
of the letters, she should let me have them. Probably she has
been writing. Sometimes letters get lost in transit. Her letters
are not likely to have been lost here, but it is possible that they
did not reach this place at all.

I hope you have dispatched the postal acknowledgment for
the registration of the Anantpur report.3 I enclose a photograph
sent by Devdas. Show it to Ba too.

Baru

[PS.]

After I had written the above, I sat down to write the article
for the women. I have just finished it. I think it is very important.
But probably they will find it difficult to understand the article.
If you do not understand it fully, do not show it to the new group.
Write to me about it. If you are convinced of its truth and can
see ahimsa in that slap, you may certainly read it to them solving
each difficulty that may be raised as you proceed. This is what
I would suggest. If, after reading the article, you feel that you
have understood it, give it to Panditji and other senior persons
to read. Prema also should read it. If these persons understand

1'The source has ¢“4-7-1932”,
2 Wife of Satis Chandra Das Gupta
3 Vide Vol. XLIX, p. 416.
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it, show it to all others, and particularly to women, for it is pri-
marily meant for them. Of course this article should not be
published. It can be easily misunderstood. Those who have the
spirit of ahimsa in them would understand it without difficulty. In
any case, they would not misunderstand it. An article like this
may be published only when I am outside. For the present, it will
be enough if all of you understand it. If my reasoning is correct
and if I am right about my experience, I am sure that most people
who try to follow those ideas in practice are bound to realize their
truth.

Baru

[PPS.]
In all there are 48 letters, 39 tied with a string along with 8
loose and a photograph.

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I and Bapuna Patro—9: Shri
Narandas Gandhine, Pt. 1, pp. 463-7

24. WHAT WOMEN SHOULD DO IN A DIFFICULT
SITUATION

[September 4, 19321
Touching upon non-violence, if some maniac should try to
assault a woman, and if another man should happen to be present,
should he not protect her honour with the use of a weapon?
Should not women train themselves in the use of weapons and learn
to protect themselves? I have given my opinion. Use of weapons
would certainly imply violence but I have never permitted anyone
to draw from this the inference that a man or woman who
happens to be present should not run to the rescue of the woman
and should tolerate an outrage on her modesty. On the contrary,
I have said that the man who allows the modesty of a woman to
be thus outraged will be regarded as a coward. He will be a
partner in violence because violence is implicit in cowardice. It is
my firm opinion that heroic violence is less sinful than cowardly
violence. A heroic man or woman can learn the lesson of non-
violence, it is pretty nearly impossible for a coward to learn it. I
have not begun this article in order to repeat all this. One will
find these ideas in many other places in my writings.
But there is one thing which I think I have not remarked upon
anywhere else which I wish to put down. I have dissuaded the

! From Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. 1, pp. 394-5
51-2
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Ashram women from learning the tricks of jamaiyal, etc. The
woman who depends on a jamaiya or a gothi? to guard her honour
may some day fail to do so. When someone snatches away the
Jjamaiya or the gothi from her, she will become defenceless, so that
there is a possibility of her falling into the hands of a maniac.

2 Sita had no weapons. But she had soul-force. Hence her
consent was necessary before Ravana could so much as touch her.
Our sisters should have self-confidence of this kind. Hence we
have introduced Draupadi’s prayer specially for women. But we
were discussing an ideal. When a woman is faced by a maniac,
what is she to do? If she truly has courage in her and also com-
passion, instead of becoming panicky she will melt him with the
radiance of her compassion. But if that emotion has not arisen
in her, she will certainly become enraged. In her rage she will slap
him and raise such a row that he will run away from the scene.
Or he will fall at her feet then and there. That is to say, the
woman will use all her physical strength. Will that not consti-
tute violence ? If that is to be so, why not carry a weapon? My
opinion is that there is violence in carrying and learning to use a
weapon. But in a situation like the above, slapping or scratching,
if the occasion demands it, does not constitute violence. If there
is violence in a mouse biting a cat, the conduct of a woman in such
a situation would also constitute violence. The trust of a
woman who slaps is not in the slap, her trust is in God. Only
compassion has not awakened her, while anyone can become en-
raged. Her rage will indicate her opposition. When a lecherous
man approaches a woman, he does so in the belief that he will
be able to subdue her, that is to say, that desire will also ulti-
mately possess her. How is the woman to show that this cannot
happen? Either by calm but immense compassion or by shout-
ing and struggling. Slapping and so on is like the struggling of
a mouse against a cat. The woman’s slap certainly cannot cause
any injury to the lecher. This will be evident, if we go deeper into it.
Here I do not have in mind women of a giant’s strength. Such
a woman will be blinded by the consciousness of her strength.
She may be faced by a man of greater strength and she may then
surrender herself to him. Here I have in mind Ashram girls or
women without physical strength who repose their trust in soul-
force. Their slap is not an expression of violence, only of their
opposition. Their cry will render that lustful man meek, because

1 Dagger-like weapon

2Name of a weapon

3 Some words are illegible here.
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crime itself has no strength and he who has come to commit an
offence knows it. This belief of mine implies that the woman will
not even till death surrender herself to the man. Her anger, her
alarm, proclaims for herself as well as for the man her prepared-
ness to die. For what I have pictured may not happen and the
maniac instead of becoming meek at the woman’s anger, may hit
her and determine to throw her on the ground. If at that time the
woman is defeated, if she does not think of God, if she loses her
self-confidence, she will be trembling, so that it will not occur to
her to die. Even if it occurs to her to die, she will not know how to
die. Fear, . . .! self-confidence become utterly weak. And enthusiasm
in her. . . .2 This is merely to warn women. It is quite possible
for her to be in a state where she may think: ‘I do not have such
faith in God that I shall be able to get rid of the maniac by my
purity alone. Bapu has said that one must not use a weapon;
for that will be violence. One may then not use even one’s hands.
What, O God, am I to do! Oh! I am dying.” Such a thought is
intolerable to me. This instruction of mine is not meant only
for one man or woman. There is no question of my instruction ren-
dering anyone weak. If anyone becomes so, it will be due to
their own misunderstanding. The above suggestion is to clarify
my thought. Women should just forget that they are the weaker
sex. She who has the desire and the strength to die can never
be regarded as weak. There is danger to the body, not to the soul.
The soul which has attenuated its relation to the body, has
made it absolutely insignificant like a blade of grass, cannot be
harassed or defeated even by all the maniacs of the world. This
lesson should be learnt by every boy and girl who is of an age to
understand it. It is to impart this lesson that I have made the
above observation. Instead of feeling helpless and scared, she
should say to herself: ‘I shall offer up my body and life, but shall
not become a coward.” Her slap or scratching indicates this
resolve. It is in itself an act of non-violence. She has no strength
to cause harm. Hence her act is not violence; but it has power
to move a lecherous mind and to awaken the woman who ad-
ministers the slap.

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II

1 & 2Tllegible in the source



25. LETTER TO SETH GOVINDDAS
September 3[4, 1932

BROTHER GOVINDDAS,

I have received your letter as well as the deed of renun-
ciation.! I have received them only today as they have been going
round from one Government office to another. I learn from the
newspapers that the letters I wrote before this have been duly
received.

Your letter of renunciation is very touching, so is your father’s
letter. I am sure he could not have acted differently. It is no
ordinary matter to give up attachment. We cannot expect from
the older people the same spirit of renunciation that has been awa-
kened in the youth of this era. I have no doubt that your total
renunciation is all to the good. I had forgotten that episode of
1921 but now I can recollect it. I am confident that the affection
between you two will now become deeper. It is quite likely that
your father will now make some sacrifice or other. It is a good
thing that you are as devoted to him as before. Did you have
the support from Bindanidevi? in this matter? Is she educated?
I hope that her health will gradually improve. May your purity
of heart increase. Sardar and Mahadev too thank you. I had
read about your letter of renunciation but I did not feel it proper
to write upon it from here. I can now write this because your
letter has been allowed to reach me. But I would advise you to
refrain from sending this to the newspapers.

Yours,
MonANDAS
[PS.]
After writing this I have received an acknowledgment of
my postcard. I hope that Bindanidevi is improving in health.?

Government of Bombay, Home Department, I.G.P. File No. 20-1x

1 The addressee had renounced his claim to his ancestral property.
2 Addressee’s wife
3 The postscript was written on September 4.
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26. LETTER TO SATYAVATI CHIDAMBER

September 4, 1932
DEAR SISTER,

I have your letter. Why do you think that the truth lies
only in believing in Jesus as you do? Again why do you think
that an orthodox Hindu cannot follow out the precepts of the
Sermon on the Mount? Are you sure of your knowledge of an
orthodox Hindu? And then are you sure again that you know
Jesus and His teachings? I admire your zeal but I cannot con-
gratulate you upon your wisdom. My forty-five years of prayer
and meditation have not only left me without the assurance of the
type you credit yourself with, but have left me humbler than
ever. The answer to my prayer is clear and emphatic that God is
not encased in a safe to be approached only through a little hole
bored in it, but that He is open to be approached through bil-
lions of openings by those who are humble and pure of heart.
I invite you to step down from your pinnacle where you have
left room for none but yourself.

With love and prayer,

Yours,

M. K. G.
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. 1, pp. 395-6

27. LETTER TO GULAB

September 4, 1932
CHI. GULAB,

I am glad that you wrote to me a detailed letter. It is good
that your health has improved.

Meet Mirabehn as often as you can and keep me informed
about her health. She also writes to me from time to time.

It is only from you that I learn that Bhai Tilakam does not
live there now. I will write to him today and ask him why. He
seems to me a very straightforward young man.

How far has Indira’s pregnancy advanced? Do you see
Nargisbehn or Jamnabehn any time ?

21
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Write to me from time to time.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujaratii C.W. 5048. Courtesy: Dhirubhai
Jhaveri

28. LETTER TO TILAKAM
September 4, 1932

MY DEAR TILAK,
How extraordinary! I did not know that you had left Mani
Bhavan. Where are you staying now and what are you doing?
Do give me a full account of your doings please. I hope you are
keeping very good health now. Did you get my previous letter?

Love.
Baru

From a photostat: C.W. 9553

29. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI
September 4, 1932

CHI. CHHAGANLAL (JOSHI),

There was no letter from you in this week’s post. It rarely
happens that the week’s post contains no letter from you, and,
therefore, when there is none, I miss it. I read in Narandas’s letter
that you had gone to bring Dhiru! to the Ashram. Let me know
how he is.

I had sent to you, when you were [in the Camp Jail] here, a
book named Flowers of St. Francis. Have you or anybody else
taken it away ? Mohanlal? writes to tell me that he cannot find
it among the books with him. And it has not been returned to me.
Please look for it. Its special value lies in the fact that it was
received as a gift from a lady in Europe and contained her good
wishes. A few passages in it are also marked. Don’t mind if you
cannot recollect where it is.

1 Addressee’s son
2 Mohanlal M. Bhatt, sometime manager of the Navajivan Press. At this
time he was in Yeravda Camp Jail.
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If you have met Nanabhai, let me know how he is. I hope
you have preserved your health. Ordinarily Vasumati would not
neglect to write to me, but this time, though I had written to her
and asked her to write to me after she was released, I have not
heard from her. There are many other women, too, who have
not written to me. But their conduct doesn’t appear as strange
as Vasumati’s for they were not regular correspondents. Inquire
about Vasumati. And remind the other women too.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5507

30. LETTER TO MANILAL R. JHAVERI

September 4, 1932
CHI. MANILAL!,

I have your letter. A whole pile of opinion has accumulated
with me against Khimchand. There is now a wire from him,
saying that Chhaganlal’s? four letters were drafted by him. I am
awaiting his letter. It seems that he had to leave Rangoon after
all. Your advice to Maganlal® is perfectly right. Let us hope that
the two brothers will create an atmosphere of harmony in the
family and keep the good name of the Doctor untarnished.

Please communicate to me anything which you may hear or
any suggestion which may occur to you.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 5044. Courtesy: Dhirubhai Jhaveri

31. A LETTER

September 4, 1932
I do not despair, as you do, but hope, with God’s grace, to
melt the stoniest heart and I continue to strive to that end.
[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. 1, p. 396

1 Son of Revashanker Jhaveri
2 Eldest son of Dr. Pranjivan Mehta
3 Youngest son of Dr. Pranjivan Mehta



32. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
September 4, 1932

DAUGHTER AMTUSSALAAM,

You have corrected my mistakes in a very good hand. Keep
this up. Instruct me if you know the rules regarding the proper
usage of v, v, °, . Tell me when you would have an English
letter from me and I shall write one with pleasure. My sole
wish is for your peace and health. Dr. Sharma has given my letter
for publication in the newspapers. This was not good. I shall
be writing to him. You will read that letter.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Urdu: G.N. 256

33. DISCUSSION WITH MAHADEV DESAI!
September 4, 1932

It then seems you have not understood my article.? I have
actually pointed out that a slap rouses oneself, makes oneself
fearless and above all, gives oneself the strength to die. A wicked
person is not prepared for such, in his eyes senseless, resistance.
In all probability, therefore, he would run away. But I attach
less importance to that. The strength which is aroused in that
woman enables her to end her life. By the time that the maniac
has overpowered her, the woman has already sought protection
in death; for she struggles prepared for death and has no thought
of hitting the man. All that she has to do is to go on repeating
Ramanama. I suggest this remedy for all circumstances, and only
for those women who are pure and who want to defend them-
selves against attack non-violently. This article is based on
my own experience. When I held on to that bar,> I was mentally
prepared for death. I could not have inflicted any serious in-

! Since it was Gandhiji’s Silence Day, he expressed his views in writing.
2 Vide pp. 17-9.
3 When Gandhiji was attacked at Pardekoph; vide Vol. XXXIX, pp. 95-6.
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LETTER TO PADMAJA NAIDU 25

jury on my assailant. If, however, I had lost hold of the bar, I
would have struggled on, would perhaps have slapped or bitten
the man and would have resisted till death. I would not have
committed violence by fighting in this manner. For, I could not
have inflicted any injury upon him, nor was it my intention. I
only wished to die and to avoid the necessity of sitting at the
opponent’s feet. This is the real test of non-violence. One’s aim
should not be to inflict pain nor should pain be the result.

M. D. I understand, but the purest of girls cannot subdue a hooligan
with one slap and is helpless if she has to face a number of them.

caNDHII: Not only I but medical jurisprudence holds it
impossible for a woman to be outraged so long as she does not
relax. A woman who is not ready to die relaxes, may be reluctant-
ly, and submits to the hooligan. A desperate animal breaks its
bonds or else breaks itself, and every animal is capable of exert-
ing so much strength. The fact is that love of life is too strong
for one to hold fast till death. A woman who puts forth the ut-
most strength will have herself torn to bits and her ribs broken
in fighting the assailant.

M. p. To a woman of such purity it is not necessary to suggest slap-
ping or anything of that kind. She will herself think out some plan or other.
caNDHII: I may explain it all only after I break the silence.
[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. 1, pp. 394-5

34. LETTER TO PADMAJFA NAIDU

September 5, 1932

Your mention of that magnificent story of the Buddha brings
to my mind many sacred things. Yes, I do dream many dreams.
All may not be airy nothings. Or I would be crushed under the
weight of the love I appropriate from people of all sorts and
conditions—men, women, boys and girls.

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. II, p. 6



35. LETTER TO NANALAL K. JFASANI
September 5, 1932

BHAI NANALAL,

I had been awaiting your letter and was relieved when it
came. I have already written to Mayashankar!; I hope he got
the letter. I have been restraining Champa. I had also dis-
suaded Manjula?. I think Maganlal would welcome this. She
seems to me a very wise girl.

Do you find any difficulty in selling the emeralds? Or is it
because of obstruction by somebody that you have not been able
to sell them?

It is certainly worthy of you not to wish to withdraw the
money deposited in your name by the Doctor. The daughters,
however, should get the money set apart for them, but at present
I see no possibility of their being able to withdraw any part of it.
Hence, the time has not yet come for thinking about your share.
Everything can be settled if the train gets on the rails. We will
see about it provided the family does not break up and the bit-
terness disappears.

Please write to me regularly.

If you act as Chhaganlal advises, everything will end well.

I know that you will go on doing your duty irrespective of
whether they love you or slight you and, therefore, I do not
worry.

Blessings from
Baru
From Gujarati: C.W. 9470a

36. A LETTER

September 5, 1932

You are either cunning or foolish. Do you really not know
what ‘vikar’ means ? The vikar resulting from eating pulses and that
resulting from physical touch, are both signs of something wrong
in us. Both disturb the equilibrium. The first kind of vikar results

1 Mayashankar Vrajlal Desai, business partner of Dr. Pranjivan Mehta
2 Wife of Maganlal Mehta
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from swallowing some external substance; the second is a change
of mental state resulting from the sight of some external object. A
vtkar that can shake one’s whole being may prove harmful. If a
woman feels vikar towards a man, society does not always hold her
guilty; that is, when it springs from a desire to marry that per-
son and such marriage is not forbidden, the matter is not kept
secret from one’s people and one is free to marry. According to
me, you are not yet fit to marry, for you are studying and are still
a minor. Your having such relations with . . .! is improper, as
he was your teacher and was, moreover, like a brother to you.
Call your feeling what you like, whether vikar or desire for mar-
riage, you kept it secret and, therefore, it is blameworthy.

You do not understand the meaning of independence also.
When you show the letters to your elders of your own free will,
you do not lose your independence but seek your safety. If some-
body posts himself at our door-step, he is like a Government bai-
liff depriving us of our freedom; but if we station a watchman at
the gate, we do not lose our freedom but protect it. In the same
way, if you in your adolescent state regard your elders as guar-
dians of your interests, open your heart to them and show your
letters to them. You do not lose your independence but seek
protection for it. I earnestly wish that you should become in-
dependent. It was for protecting your independence that I ad-
vised you to show your letters, etc., to your parents. If, however,
you cannot reconcile yourself to this and feel it an irksome restraint,
you may keep your letters private. I do not want to put pressure
on you in any way, as that would crush your individuality. I only
wish that you should become a brave girl and a spirited servant
of the people. And I shall be extremely pained if you stop writing
to me.

[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. 1I, pp. 6-7

1 The name is omitted in the source.



37. LETTER TO BEGUM MOHAMMAD ALAM
[Before September 6, 1932]!

It is my conviction that your husband? will come round. I
have received the doctor’s letter which has kept me informed of
his health. Your letter has given me further information regard-
ing his health. Please keep unbroken correspondence with me
and convey Sardar Patel’s, Mahadev Desai’s and my good
wishes to the doctor. Through the grace of God we are all well
here, and hope you will not find any difficulty in reading this
letter which is written in broken Urdu.

Advance, 7-9-1932

38. LETTER TO MOHAN N. PARIKH
September 7, 1932

CHI. MOHAN,

May you live long. Be good and serve the country. Keep
the vow which you have taken, namely, that during the year
in which you are entering you will learn by heart four chapters3.
And also make an effort to understand their meaning.

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9183

39. LETTER TO RATILAL SHETH
September 7, 1932

BHAISHRI RATILAL,

I have your letter. Chhaganlal and Lilavati* write to me
and I feel satisfied with their letters. I also receive complaints
against both of them which I immediately pass on to them. Lila-

1 The report in the source is dated September 6.

2Dr. Mohammad Alam, who was a prisoner in Lahore Central Jail and
had been ailing.

3 Of the Gita

4 Addressee’s daughter, and Chhaganlal’s wife
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vati wrote about her health to me too. If Chhaganlal willing-
ly permits her to go, I think it would be good to call her
there for some time. Her health at any rate would improve.
Manekbehn! seems to be very much displeased with her. Lilavati
says that she has done nothing but I do not believe she is so
completely innocent. For one thing, her tongue is very sharp.
And, moreover, Manekbehn is a simple-minded woman and any-
body can easily deceive her. I had observed in Rangoon and also
when Lilavati was at Sabarmati, that she could not tolerate any
criticism. But how can even you change her nature? You have
been exercising upon her whatever good influence you can as her
father.

Maganlal wrote to me a letter with which I was quite satis-
fied. Manjula seems to me to be a girl who has not yet felt the
evil influence of the ways of the world. If necessary, I will request
you to go to Rangoon. Let us hope that the two brothers will
settle everything peacefully.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 7168. Also C.W. 4662. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

40. LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJYI

September 8, 1932

For exercise, pranayama done slowly and standing has won-
derful effect. It should be done slowly and methodically. You
have to keep time in pranayama as you have to in music. The
breathing must be rhythmic. Once you have learnt to do this
by practice, your lungs will have to do much less work and at
the same time they will be able to inhale more oxygen. As they
inhale more oxygen, they exhale more carbon dioxide. You can
gradually increase the time of this exercise. If it is done correct-
ly, its beneficial effects will be felt immediately. You will feel less
tired, your appetite will improve, the mind will remain calm and,
if the body is cold, it will become warm.

Yes, it is true that my reason does not accept the necessity
of sex-pleasure, and my view is confirmed by experience. The
dangerous thing about artificial means of birth-control is that their

1 Dr. Pranjivan Mehta’s widow
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acceptance implies the acceptance of the necessity of sex-pleasure.
If the principle is universally adopted, that brahmacharya is desir-
able in all conditions, nobody would use artificial means of birth-
control. As thefts will continue, though stealing is an anti-social
activity, so also it is likely that artificial means of birth-control
will continue to be used. But it is necessary to create a climate
of opinion in which they are regarded as undesirable. Anybody
who indulges in sex-pleasure must accept the responsibility of
progeny. The hardships resulting from the birth of children must
be borne. It is only thus that one can learn the lesson of complete
self-control.
[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. II, p. 12

41. A LETTER
September 8, 1932

I find in your letter here and there traces of deceit. If my
impression is wrong, please correct me. If, on the contrary, my
suspicion is correct, you should overcome this defect in you.
This will be your shraddha to Doctor. May God grant you wisdom.
If I am doing you an injustice, please save me from that sin.

[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. II, p. 12

42. LETTER TO VIMAL KISHORE MEHROTRA
September 8, 1932

CHI. VIMAL,
I have your letter. You must improve your hand. You
must not run away from the prayer meeting, it is discourtesy to

God.
Baru

From Hindi: C.W. 4985. Courtesy: Parasram Mehrotra



43. LETTER TO M. G. BHANDARI!
September 9, 1932

DEAR MAJOR BHANDARI,
Will you please come?

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI
From a photostat: G.N. 5122

44. LETTER TO RAMSAY MACDONALD
September 9, 1932

DEAR FRIEND,

I have to thank you for your frank and full letter telegraphed
and received this day. I am sorry, however, that you put upon
the contemplated step? an interpretation that never crossed my
mind. I have claimed to speak on behalf of the very class to
sacrifice whose interests you impute to me a desire to fast my-
self to death. I had hoped that extreme step itself would effec-
tively prevent any such selfish interpretation. Without arguing
I affirm that for me this matter is one of pure religion. The mere
fact of “Depressed’” Classes having double votes does not protect
them or Hindu society in general from being disrupted. In esta-
blishment of a separate electorate at all for “Depressed’’ Classes I
sense the injection of a poison that is calculated to destroy Hinduism
and do no good whatsoever to “Depressed” Classes. You will
please permit me to say that no matter how sympathetic you may
be you cannot come to a correct decision on a matter of such vital
and religious importance to the parties concerned. I should not be
against even over-representation of “Depressed’” Classes. What
I am against is their statutory separation, even in a limited
form, from Hindu fold, so long as they choose to belong to it. Do
you not realize that if your decision stands and constitution comes

1 Superintendent of the Yeravda Central Prison

2 Gandhiji had announced his intention to begin an indefinite fast from
September 20 in protest against Government’s announcement providing for
separate electorates for the Depressed Classes.
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into being, you arrest the marvellous growth of work of Hindu
reformers who have dedicated themselves to the uplift of their
suppressed brethren in every walk of life?

I have therefore been compelled reluctantly to adhere to the
decision conveyed to you.

As your letter may give rise to a misunderstanding, I wish
to state that the fact of my having isolated for special treatment
the “Depressed” Classes question from other parts of your deci-
sion does not in any way mean I approve of or am reconciled to
other parts of decision. In my opinion many other parts are open
to very grave objection. Only I do not consider them to be any
warrant for calling from me such self-immolation as my con-
science has prompted me to in the matter of “Depressed” Classes.

I remain,
Your faithful friend,
M. K. GanbuI

Government of India, Home Department, Political, File No. 31/113/32 Pol.
Courtesy: National Archives of India

45. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
September 9, 1932

CHI. NARANDAS,

Please let me have the following information as soon as
possible:

1. How much fuel is consumed in making rotlis and how

much in making bread from the same quantity of flour?

2.  The method of making bread.

(a) How is the leaven prepared?

(b) In addition to leaven, do we mix salt, jaggery or
sugar with the flour?

(c) The various steps of the process;

(d) How long is the dough left over?

() How long is the loaf kept in the oven?

In short, the description should be so written out that, after
reading it, we can try the method here. I want this information
so that I may compare our method with the method followed here.
How much quantity of flour do you use these days for making
bread ? What does the flour cost? How many persons would have
to work for making rotlis and for making bread from the same
quantity of flour ?
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I hope the boy is in fine health and spirits and that Shankar-
bhai’s hand is now free from its prison.!

Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I. Also C.W. 8249. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

46. LETTER TO BHAU PANSE

September 9, 1932

CHI. BHAU,

Do not brood over the deeper meaning of the Gita. As you
try to put into practice its teaching about non-attachment, its
deeper meaning will automatically reveal itself to you, and, when
you understand it, you will be perfectly satisfied. Meanwhile, you
should have faith in the meaning explained by Vinoba. Mostly
my explanations are his. Wherever you find a difference between
us, you should tentatively accept the meaning which appeals to
you. There is no doubt at all that if you can spin with ease
with a bamboo takli, it is most suitable for the purpose. You
should also learn how to make such a takli. If you have not tried
enema for constipation, you should do so. Sometimes it seems
to help very much. I get a little news about Wardha, but you also
should give me in your letters whatever news you get there.
Do not lose hope about overcoming your constipation.

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6736. Also C.W. 4479. Courtesy:
Bhau Panse

47. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA

September 9, 1932

CHI. GANGABEHN,

This time you wrote to me a long and beautiful letter.

I know, of course, that to you Hakimji is not merely a physi-
cian but is a brother, one of your family, a friend, a counsellor
and a respected elder too. It is, therefore, quite right that you
take as much help from him as he can give. You did well
in visiting the homes of Muslims. Such work will bear fruit in

I Shankarbhai Patel had his arm in plaster; vide Vol. L, p. 372.
51-3
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future. If our hearts are pure and filled with love, we shall succeed
in getting rid of all prejudices.

The Inspector-General gave me news about Kakasaheb. He is
in good health. I had also a letter from him. Though it is true
that he has lost weight, he is not suffering from any disease. There
is, therefore, no cause for worry.

Lakshmi, it seems, is enjoying the benefit of good company.

It was good that you paid a visit to Noorbanu!. Look after
Qureshi as long as you are there. I am happy that Ramibehn is
still with you.

If you feel comfortable staying with Shamalbhai? you may
certainly do so. Do what keeps you cheerful. My mind is at rest
since Nath is there always to help you.

My advice regarding Babu’ is that, for the present, he
should study, that is, he should become proficient in Gujarati, Sans-
krit, Hindi, arithmetic, history, geography, all the processes
through which cotton passes till it is woven into khadi, and
carpentry, and learn a litt<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>