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PREFACE

The campaign against untouchability, which had gathered
momentum during the preceding two months, suffered a slight
set-back during the period covered in this volume (January 11 to
March 5, 1933). Not only did the orthodox opponents of the
temple-entry movement intensify their attacks on Gandhiji, but
the Government also refused to help the reformers in the passage
of legislative measures required to withdraw from the practice of
untouchability the legal sanction which the British courts, following
the English law of Trusts, had conferred on it. Gandhiji was not
much disheartened by the Government’s attitude, but was deeply
pained by the bitterness of the orthodox. His dedication, however,
to Truth and to Hinduism which had “never been a rigid faith”
and had always “kept abreast of the times” (p. 432) enabled him
to rise above personal feelings and perform with patience his
chosen task of educating public opinion through a sustained
dialogue with the orthodox. Though their deliberate falsehoods
shook him and cut him to the marrow (p. 32), he found wonder-
ful refreshment in their abuses which proved that they had at
last been “awakened from long lethargy’ (p. 309). Counselling a
co-worker to deal gently with his critics, he recalled how “at one
time many of us shared the same prejudices as orthodox people
do today” (p. 237). For educating public opinion Gandhiji
started the three weeklies, Harijan (English), Harijan Sevak (Hindi)
and Harjjanbandhu (Gujarati). The scope of the weeklies, started
for Harijan uplift, was to expand till in due course they be-
came the principal organs of Gandhiji’s public dialogue with his
followers and fellow-workers.

Gandhiji did not rely upon legislation for bringing about the
desired reform. He knew that society held together “on the
strength not of law but of mutual goodwill’’ and unless the majority
of caste Hindus were converted he saw no use in any law protect-
ing rights which the majority would not be prepared to recog-
nize. If nevertheless he supported the Bills introduced in the
Central Legislature by Ranga Iyer and urged the Government to
expedite their consideration, it was because the Bills were not
intended to affect the “religious customs and usages of the Hindu
community’’; but to free the reformers from the shackles of the
law (p. 350). Gandhiji’s attitude differed as much from that
of Madan Mohan Malaviya, who opposed even enabling
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legislation in aid of the reform, as it did from that of Tej Baha-
dur Sapru, who had no great ‘“horror of compulsion in a matter
of this character” (p. 395). Gandhiji was prepared even for a
compromise solution in respect of temple-entry so that, in a
locality where the majority of caste Hindus voted in favour of
admitting Harijans, the dissenting minority could be accommo-
dated in what to them was “a deep religious conviction” (p. 3).
He repeatedly made it clear that the reform was to be brought
about with the fullest co-operation of the orthodox. For him
non-co-operation was a form of friendship and the very act of
non-co-operation was a search for co-operation. He wanted his
sanatanist friends to read the signs of the times, deliberately
destroy untouchability and thus purify Hinduism. “Its destruction
merely through its own weakness will leave Hinduism weaker”
(p. 197). Gandhiji was pained by the sanatanists’ “laziness
to understand and act up to the very fundamentals of Hinduism”
(p. 183).

Gandhiji had from the beginning kept the movement against
untouchability distinct from the general movement for caste re-
form, however desirable the latter might be in itself. The castes,
he said, “retard the material progress of those who are labour-
ing under them” but were “no bar to the spiritual progress’
(p. 258). ““The four divisions”, he added, “all stand on a footing
of equality, doing the services respectively assigned to them”
(p. 258). He therefore assured the Central Hindu Committee that he
had no “desire to destroy the foundations of Hindu caste system,
if by that is meant varnashramadharma” (p. 294). He saw no
“compulsion from without in people voluntarily following here-
ditary occupations and asserted that ‘“‘the so-called civilized nations”
which had not followed the principle of division of duties or
varna, “have by no means reached a state which they can at all
regard with equanimity and satisfaction” (p. 455). Gandhiji’s
campaign against untouchability was thus not a mere extension of
the social reform movement in the country which had been going
on since the days of Raja Ram Mohan Roy; it was essentially a
spiritual struggle, a part of the quest for truth in which “we
wish to cultivate unity with all living creatures” (p. 288). The
service of the Harijans was no ‘“‘mechanical thing to be arranged,
put on a basis, and then left to workers. It is a spiritual act,
soul acting upon soul . . . ” (p. 157). He invited the sanatanists
to join hands with him in fighting the ‘“‘untruth and impurity”
that had crept into Hinduism (p. 171) and had resulted in the
doctrine of equality being ‘‘systematically and cruelly disregarded
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by modern Hindu society’” (p. 292). His sole wish was to purge
the minds of the people of the error which was responsible for
this hardening of their hearts against their own kith and kin.

The error lay in a wrong conception of the Shastras. According
to Gandhiji, “Shastra does not mean the pronouncements of men
of spiritual experience in the past. It means the words of living
men today who have had first-hand spiritual experience, that is,
who have realized the Brahman. Shastra is something which is
daily embodied in somebody’s life. . . . Shastra must be im-
mediately capable of realization in experience, it must spring
from the living experience of the person who utters it. It is only
in this sense that the Veda is eternal. All else is not Veda . . . ”
(pp- 348-9). And Gandhiji argued further that there was abundant
authority in the old Shastras themselves ‘“‘to warrant the summary
rejection, as being un-Hindu, of anything or any practice that is
manifestly against the fundamental principles of humanity or
morality, of ahimsa or satya” (p. 262). Gandhiji did not however
wish to impose his interpretation of the Shastras upon others.
“I must let it work its way in the midst of competing interpre-
tations and conceptions” (p. 8). Disavowing any desire to found
a new religion (pp. 31 and 87) he asserted, “I am a Hindu not
merely because I was born in the Hindu fold, but I am one by
conviction and choice” and he invited “Dr. Ambedkar to shed
his bitterness and anger and try to learn the beauties of the
faith of his forefathers” (pp. 306-7). The Hinduism of the Gita,
the Upanishads and the Bhagavata taught us “‘that all life is one,
and that in the eye of God there is no superior and no inferior”.
It was because he wished to find “light, joy and peace through
Hinduism™ that he wanted ‘“‘to see it purified” (p. 171). He be-
lieved that this purification would be best brought about by the
opening of the temples to Harijans, the one spiritual act which
would be an indispensable test of the removal of untouchability and
will open the hearts of both caste Hindus and Harijans to receive
new light. “The message of the temples will penetrate every
Harijan hut; the message of economic and educational uplift will
touch only those to whom it is personally brought. This proposi-
tion of mine can easily be understood by those who, like me, be-
lieve in temples as an integral part of Hinduism, as churches and
mosques are of Christianity and Islam™ (p. 132).

While convinced that the eradication of untouchability was
the supreme duty of every Hindu, Gandhiji was equally clear that
this religious task could only be accomplished by right means.
“For this reason, it is necessary for those who serve Harijans never
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to be angry with their opponents; never to utter lies; but to
overcome anger with affection, rudeness with courtesy, falsehood
with truth, and violence with non-violence” (p. 427). But the
observance of truth, like the practice of non-violence, demanded
fearlessness (p. 149). When priests threatened a boycott, Gandhiji
advised the reformer to dispense with their services at marriages
and other ceremonies. He expected his followers to have ‘“the
courage of their conviction, faith in themselves, faith in their
cause and faith in a living God” (p. 462).

While this dialogue was proceeding, the possibility of his
resuming the fast, suspended in 1932, was never absent from
Gandhiji’s mind. He however did not wish the threat of a fast
to be used to coerce people to open the temples against their
convictions. He disapproved of Rajagopalachari’s action in hint-
ing at the possibility of a fast by him (Gandhiji) while canvassing
support among members of the Central Legislature for Ranga
Iyer’s Bill; he wanted the public mind to work unfettered by the
thought of the fast. “When it does come it will produce its own
effect”, Gandhiji said, “if it is a spiritual act” (p. 286). He
claimed further that he was making an experiment in ahimsa
on a scale perhaps unknown in history, and the fast would be a
part of that experiment undertaken ‘“‘in obedience to the call of
Truth which is God” (p. 333). As “an expression of intense
prayer” (p. 234) it would be an appeal, as was the fast of the
preceding September, to those who loved him and had faith in
him. Gandhiji was convinced that a vast mass of Hindu opinion
was against untouchability and if, to be aroused to action, they
needed ““‘the stimulus of a fast on the part of one who has made
his life one with them. . . . they shall have it” (p. 13I).

In reply to a Christian friend’s objection that it would be
wrong “‘to be compelled to act against one’s reasoning and instinct
through fear of hurting someone whom we love”, Gandhiji ex-
plained that there was nothing wrong in people doing the right
thing under the pressure of love. “In innumerable cases men
and women are good, not for the sake of good, but for the sake
of love which they owe to others or which they receive from
them. . . . Jesus Christ was and still remains one of the greatest
among moral coercers of the world” and we praise Him for
holding us “tight in His chains” (pp. 228-9). Answering another
Christian critic’s suggestion that his fast was pure coercion, he
said: ‘It is the implicit and sacred belief of millions of Christians
that love of Jesus keeps them from falling and that it does so
against themselves. . . . I know that, in my childhood, love of
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my parents kept me from sinning, and, even after fifty years of age,
love of my children and friends kept me positively from going to
perdition, which I would have done most assuredly but for the
definite and overwhelming influence of that love. ... there is no
prayer without fasting and there is no real fast without prayer.
My fast was the prayer of a soul in agony” (p. 259).

Gandhiji’s personal striving through prayer and fasting for
self-surrender to a higher power went hand in hand with an
intense concern for the welfare of his co-workers, especially those in
the Ashram. He had built it up in order to train dedicated
workers every one of whom was to preserve his or her own
individuality while co-operating voluntarily with others in com-
mon tasks. It was a “‘strange family”’ because in it “‘each one
makes his or her own choice of the position he or she would
occupy” (p. 69). While dealing in his own way with Prema-
behn’s misunderstanding of the problems of freedom, frankness
and discipline, he cautioned Narandas that her individuality was
not to be crushed in any manner whatsoever; if ‘“‘the individua-
lity of any person in the Ashram is crushed, that would harm
the Ashram itself” (p. 52). In a long letter to Premabehn her-
self he laid down clear guidance for the conduct of senior in-
mates in the Ashram. “In our quest for truth, we wish to culti-
vate unity with all living creatures. The Ashram, therefore, is an
ever-growing family. . . . What would we do to children in our own
family? ... If Lakshmi does not observe the rules, the fault is chiefly
mine, and then yours. . . . The rule should be, a liberal attitude
towards others and strictness towards oneself. . . . The Ashram is the
measuring rod by which people can judge me” (pp. 288-91).

As always, Gandhiji found time, amidst all his preoccupations,

to answer the questions of sincere seekers. The higher selfishness of
swadharma is well set out in a letter to Sriprakasa: “ . . . your
first and the last care is to regain your health and not to worry
about the future of the family, the country or the world.
In a true scheme of life the real advancement of one conduces
to the advancement of all”” (p. 299). In the same spirit he assures
Ramdas Gandhi: ‘““An elephant is entitled to consume food which
the size of his body requires. Only, he must not waste that food
by not giving proportionate service in return” (p. 418).

A sceptical correspondent was met with the confession:
I am very stupid. . . sometimes I fancy that God is speakmg or
acting through me” (p. 166). But an earnest seeker was given
the assurance that the supreme truth could be attained ‘“‘by con-
stantly practising it”’, by “perfect accord between thought, speech

13
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and deed” (p. 464). One’s spiritual progress could be as imper-
ceptible and natural as the growth of leaves on a tree (p. 66).
For this, however, one has to overcome the ego, reduce the sepa-
rate self to zero and behave “like a machine in the hands of the
Master Mechanic” (p. 89).

Describing himself as a jijnasu and mumukshu (p. 38), Gandhiji
claimed also to have the mind of a scientist who looked at all
sides of a question and had the sanity and courage to own his
mistakes (p. 441). Gandhiji recognized the efficacy of meditation
or inner satsang (p. 150), and of aesthetic as well as practical ex-
perience. The illusion created by poetry that the world is in us
has to supplement and correct the vyavaharik illusion that we are
in the world, so that we can finally realize the truth that ‘“‘we
ourselves are the world”. It is through study and reflection as
well as action that we can ‘““develop a sense with which we can
feel God, and, if we do so, we can know Him also” (pp. 24-5).
Nostalgically recalling his idea of writing about the Ramayana,
a task for which he found no time, he consoled himself and his
friend by saying, “One who studies Anasaktiyoga well can easily
get at the secret of the Ramapana. . . . while studying the Rama-
yana, you must regard Rama as the Supreme Being and Ravana
as the forces opposed to Him” (p. 236). Thus regarded, Rama-
nama and Omkar are one, Rama is both a person and a principle,
embodying at once the means and the end, the way of dharma
and the bliss of moksha. The servant of Rama acquires the power
to understand and so to influence people and events in the world
of Becoming and can honestly say: “Whatever power I have is
Rama’s, not mine” (p. 20). At the same time the lover of
Rama is at home in the dimension of Eternity and can witness
the shipwrecks and reunions, the tragedies and comedies of earthly
life, with a degree of serene detachment, for in ‘“‘the Brahm: state”
one ‘“‘does not suffer at the sight of others’ sufferings’ because one
“does not rejoice at the sight of their happiness” (p. 66).

In a letter to Jawaharlal Nehru Gandhiji described Sardar
Patel, his fellow-prisoner, as a ‘“factory for the inexhaustible
supply of mirth” (p. 310). When Srinivasa Sastri, as a privileged
jester in the establishment, exposed his lapses from correct English,
Gandhiji not only published these for his readers’ delight but
announced that Sardar Patel was another specially privileged
jester in whose presence ‘“Gloom hides her fiendish face. . . . He
will not spare even my ‘saintliness’! It may deceive simple people
but never the Sardar or the sanatanists” (p. 401).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text gene-
rally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however, been
retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up in
small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of
speeches and interviews, as also passages which are not by
Gandhiji, have been set up in small type. In reports of speeches
and interviews slight changes and omissions, where necessary, have
been made in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with the
original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-
hand corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is sup-
plied within square brackets, the reasons being given where neces-
sary. The date given at the end of an item alongside the source
is that of publication. The writings are placed under the date of
publication, except where they carry a date-line or where the date
of writing has special significance and is ascertainable.

References to Volume I of this series are to the January 1969
edition.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N. refers
to documents, M.M.U. to the reels of the Mobile Microfilm Unit
and S.G. to the photostats of the Sevagram Collection available
in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya, New Delhi; C.W.
denotes documents secured by the Collected Works of Mahatma
Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the
text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered
by the volume are also provided at the end.
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AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (19-1-1933)
AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (19-1-1933)
MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA (20-1-1933)
S. SALIVATI (20-1-1933)

SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (20-1-1933)
S. G. VAZE (20-1-1933)

MOTILAL ROY (20-1-1933)
RAMANANDA CHATTERJEE (20-1-1933)
V. M. NAWLE (20-1-1933)

L. R. PANGARKAR (20-1-1933)

M. R. JAYAKAR (20-1-1933)

D. B. KALELKAR (20-1-1933)
BHAGWANJI A. MEHTA (20-1-1933)
AMTUSSALAAM (20-1-1933)

NARANDAS GANDHI (20-1-1933)

F. MARY BARR (21-1-1933)

A. RANGASWAMI IYENGAR (21-1-1933)
K. V. SESHA AIYANGAR (21-1-1933)
BHAGWANDAS (21-1-1933)

KARNAD SADASHIVA RAO (21-1-1933)
K. RANGACHARYULU (21-1-1933)

A. D. APPADURAI (21-1-1933)
AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (21-1-1933)
JAISUKHLAL K. MEHTA (21-1-1933)

G. D. BIRLA (21-1-1933)
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VITHAL L. PHADKE (21-1-1933)

TO ASSOCIATED PRESS (21-1-1933)

R. V. PATWARDHAN (Before 22-1-1933)!
RATILAL SHETH (22-1-1933)
RAOJIBHAI N. PATEL (22-1-1933)
NARANDAS GANDHI (22-1-1933)
PREMABEHN KANTAK (22-1-1933)
BHAGWAN]JI P. PANDYA (22-1-1933)
NARMADABEHN RANA (22-1-1933)
VIMALCHANDRA V. DESAI (22-1-1933)
VALJI G. DESAI (22-1-1933)

ASHRAM BOYS AND GIRLS (22-1-1933)
SHARDA C. SHAH (22-1-1933)
AMTUSSALAAM (22-1-1933)

DRAFT TELEGRAM TO R. V. SHASTRI (On or after 22-1-1933)

1'To be omitted from this volume; vide Corrigenda.
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LETTER TO PUNJAB PROVINCIAL STUDENTS’ UNION (23-1-1933)
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LETTER TO D. G. VELANKAR (24-1-1933)

LETTER TO R. N. BHIDE (24-1-1933)

LETTER TO M. M. ANANTA RAU (24-1-1933)

LETTER TO DR. HIRALAL SHARMA (24-1-1933)
LETTER TO RADHAKRISHNA BAJAJ (24-1-1933)
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LETTER TO HRIDAY NATH KUNZRU (25-1-1933)
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LETTER TO VAKAYIL ACHUTHAN NAIR (25-1-1933)
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LETTER TO N. H. PURANDARE (25-1-1933)
LETTER TO K. KELAPPAN (25-1-1933)
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LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (25-1-1933)
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LETTER TO VIDYA HINGORANI (25-1-1933)
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MIRABEHN (26-1-1933)
SHAMLAL (26-1-1933)
F. MARY BARR (26-1-1933)
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S. SALIVATI (26-1-1933)
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V. JAGATHRAKSHAKAN (27-1-1933)

G. V. MAVALANKAR (27-1-1933)
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V. M. NAWLE (28-1-1933)

K. KELAPPAN (28-1-1933)
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R. KAIMAL (28-1-1933)

N. H. PURANDARE (28-1-1933)
KOKKIRAKULAM BRETHREN’S UNION (28-1-1933)
SARO] MOHAN SEN (28-1-1933)

B. N. SASMAL (28-1-1933)

G. V. KETKAR (28-1-1933)

NARANDAS GANDHI (28-1-1933)
RADHAKRISHNA BAJAJ (28-1-1933)

D. B. KALELKAR (28-1-1933)
HRISHIKESH (28-1-1933)
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NARANDAS GANDHI (28-1-1933)
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A. RANGASWAMI IYENGAR (29-1-1933)
S. SALIVATI (29-1-1933)

BHAGWANDAS (29-1-1933)

M. M. ANANTA RAU (29-1-1933)

C. P. SRINIVASA IYER (29-1-1933)

K. P. RAMAN PILLAI (29-1-1933)
DHIRENDRANATH MUKHERJI (29-1-1933)
BHUJANGILAL (29-1-1933)

KESHAV GANDHI (29-1-1933)
RUKMINIDEVI BAZAJ (29-1-1933)
PREMABEHN KANTAK (29-1-1933)
BABALBHAI MEHTA (29-1-1933)
SHIVABHAI G. PATEL (29-1-1933)
ANNAPURNA (29-1-1933)

NARAYAN M. KHARE (29-1-1933)
RAMACHANDRA N. KHARE (29-1-1933)
JAMNABEHN GANDHI (29-1-1933)
PURUSHOTTAM GANDHI (29-1-1933)
RAMABEHN JOSHI (29-1-1933)
ANANDSHANKAR B. DHRUVA (29-1-1933)
ASHRAM BOYS AND GIRLS (29-1-1933)
AMTUSSALAAM (29-1-1933)

MOOLCHAND AGRAWAL (29-1-1933)
GUJARAT CASTE HINDUS (Before 30-1-1933)
HARIJANS OF GUJARAT (Before 30-1-1933)
MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI (30-1-1933)
K. M. MUNSHI (30-1-1933)

NARANDAS GANDHI (30-1-1933)

S. D. SATAVLEKAR (30-1-1933)
USHAKANTA MUKHERJI (31-1-1933)
MANMATHNATH SANYAL (31-1-1933)
KALI MOHAN GHOSH (31-1-1933)
BHAGWANDAS (31-1-1933)

HRIDAY NATH KUNZRU (31-1-1933)

TO MADHAVDAS AND KRISHNA KAPADIA
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HEMPRABHA DAS GUPTA (31-1-1933)
PRIVATE SECRETARY TO VICEROY (1-2-1933)
C. F. ANDREWS (1-2-1933)

M. R. JAYAKAR (1-2-1933)

DR. MOHAMMAD ALAM (1-2-1933)

ALOO E. LALKAKA (1-2-1933)
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TO DUNCAN GREENLEES (1-2-1933)
TO DR. B. C. ROY (1-2-1933)

TO BHAU PANSE (1-2-1933)

TO PREMABEHN KANTAK (1-2-1933)

DRAFT CABLE TO C. F. ANDREWS (2-2-1933)
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TO MIRABEHN (2-2-1933)

TO GAURISHANKAR BHARGAVA (2-2-1933)
TO U. GOPALA MENON (2-2-1933)

TO DEVDAS GANDHI (2-2-1933)

INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS (2-2-1933)
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TO PREMNATH BHARGAVA (3-2-1933)
TO ELIZABETH F. HOWARD (3-2-1933)
TO M. S. SESHACHARI (3-2-1933)

TO NARANDAS GANDHI (3-2-1933)

TO BHAGWAN]JI P. PANDYA (3-2-1933)
TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (3-2-1933)
TO HARIBHAU UPADHYAYA (3-2-1933)
TO MOHANLAL M. BHATT (3-2-1933)
TO MAGANBHAI P. DESAI (3-2-1933)
TO S. D. SATAVLEKAR (3-2-1933)

TO PALLATH RAMAN (4-2-1933)

TO BHAGWANDAS (4-2-1933)

TO L. L. YELIGAR (4-2-1933)

TO G. D. BIRLA (4-2-1933)

TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH (4-2-1933)
TO ANANDI L. ASAR (4-2-1933)

STATEMENT ON ‘‘HARIJAN’’ (Before 5-2-1933)

MESSAGE TO HARIJAN CONFERENCE, KOLABA (5-2-1933)
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TO E. E. DOYLE (5-2-1933)

TO BILL LASH (5-2-1933)

TO V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI (5-2-1933)
TO N. C. KELKAR (5-2-1933)

TO R. VENKATA SIVUDU (5-2-1933)
TO N. H. PURANDARE (5-2-1933)
TO SEENU (5-2-1933)

TO T. SUNDARAM (5-2-1933)

TO T. M. KRISHNAMURTHI (5-2-1933)
TO D. B. KALELKAR (5-2-1933)

TO BALWANTSINHA (5-2-1933)

TO G. T. HINGORANI (Before 6-2-1933)

TO HOME SECRETARY, GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY

(6-2-1933)
INTERVIEW TO MACRAE (6-2-1933)
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LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (7-2-1933)

LETTER TO VISHWANATH PRASAD MISHRA (7-2-1933)

LETTER TO BHAGWANDAS (7-2-1933)

LETTER TO N. R. KSHIRSAGAR (7-2-1933)

LETTER TO HARIBHAU PHATAK (7-2-1933)

LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (7-2-1933)

INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS (7-2-1933)

INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS (7-2-1933)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS JAIN (8-2-1933)

LETTER TO S. A. K. SUBRAMANIAM (Before 9-2-1933)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (9-2-1933)

LETTER TO KESHAVRAO JEDHE (9-2-1933)

LETTER TO E. E. DOYLE (9-2-1933)

LETTER TO RAMJI (9-2-1933)

INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS (9-2-1933)

TELEGRAM TO MANILAL J. VYAS (After 9-2-1933)

LETTER TO E. E. DOYLE (10-2-1933)

LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (10-2-1933)

LETTER TO HORACE G. ALEXANDER (10-2-1933)

LETTER TO SUBEDAR GHATGE AND OTHERS (10-2-1933)

LETTER TO BERNARD (10-2-1933)

LETTER TO BHAGWANDAS (10-2-1933)

LETTER TO GULCHEN LUMSDEN (10-2-1933)

LETTER TO ESTHER MENON (10-2-1933)

LETTER TO MARGARETE SPIEGEL (10-2-1933)

ITS IMPLICATIONS (11-2-1933)

DR. AMBEDKAR AND CASTE (11-2-1933)

UNTOUCHABILITY (11-2-1933)

TO THE READER (11-2-1933)

WHY ‘HARIJAN’ (11-2-1933)

SEEKING OR GIVING? (11-2-1933)

AN OVERDUE CIVIC REFORM (11-2-1933)

LETTER TO HOME SECRETARY, GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY
(11-2-1933)

LETTER TO V. M. NAWLE (11-2-1933)

LETTER TO JAGANNATH PANT (11-2-1933)

LETTER TO BABAN GOKHALAY (11-2-1933)

LETTER TO P. NARAYANAN NAIR (11-2-1933)

LETTER TO RAMANANDA CHATTERJEE (11-2-1933)

LETTER TO P. SUBBAROYAN (11-2-1933)

LETTER TO N. S. VARADACHARI (11-2-1933)

LETTER TO P. R. THAKUR (11-2-1933)

LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (11-2-1933)
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MESSAGE TO MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

(11-2-1933)
LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO F. MARY BARR (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO G. M. THAWARE (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO N. (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO DR. HIRALAL SHARMA (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO RAMABEHN JOSHI (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO SHIVABHAI G. PATEL (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO RAMACHANDRA N. KHARE (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO BAL KALELKAR (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO MOOLCHAND AGRAWAL (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO VIDYA HINGORANI (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM (12-2-1933)
LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (12/13-2-1933)
DRAFT TELEGRAM TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (13-2-1933)
LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK (13-2-1933)
LETTER TO HINDU CENTRAL COMMITTEE (13-2-1933)
LETTER TO RAMJI (13-2-1933)
LETTER TO M. S. ANEY (13-2-1933)
LETTER TO URMILADEVI (13-2-1933)
A LETTER (13-2-1933)
INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS (13-2-1933)
TELEGRAM TO MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA (14-2-1933)
LETTER TO SRIPRAKASA (14-2-1933)

LETTER TO P. N. RAJBHOJ (14-2-1933)

LETTER TO T. K. S. RAJAN (14-2-1933)

LETTER TO K. V. RADHAKRISHNA SHASTRI (14-2-1933)
LETTER TO M. R. JAYAKAR (14-2-1933)

LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (14-2-1933)

LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA (14-2-1933)

LETTER TO RANCHHODDAS PATWARI (14-2-1933)
LETTER TO PURUSHOTTAM GANDHI (14-2-1933)
INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS (14-2-1933)
LETTER TO M. G. BHANDARI (15-2-1933)
LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (15-2-1933)
LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (15-2-1933)
LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (15-2-1933)
LETTER TO HARDAYAL NAG (15-2-1933)

LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (15-2-1933)
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1. STATEMENT TO ASSOCIATED PRESS
January 11, 1933

I observe that there is a lot of misunderstanding about the com-
promise proposal! I have made in connection with the temple-entry
question, and I see that there is dissatisfaction over it even among
Harijans. That dissatisfaction is quite natural. Where inequality
is rampant, anything that savours of it is immediately suspected
and condemned. I have however every faith in my proposal and
in spite of the criticisms directed against it, I see no reason to
withdraw it. If any single temple is opened according to that
proposal, it would be found not only workable in practice, but that
Harijans, who are now suspecting in it inequality and a sur-
render to orthodox opinion, will see that, while it takes that opinion
into full account, it surrenders nothing of the principle, namely,
that Harijans should be admitted to temples, if at all, on terms of
absolute equality with the rest of the Hindus. But since there can
be no compulsion in religion, prejudices, which amount to belief
for those who hold them, must be respected, in so far as that
respect is consistent with the main thing. There is then needed a
formula whereby such objectors will not be deprived of the religious
consolation to which they are entitled. That can only be done
if there is some period fixed during which they can have their
darshan? in isolation.

However unreasonable it may appear to reformers, as it does
to me, the sentiment undoubtedly exists that the efficacy of the
idol is diminished, if not altogether destroyed, by the presence of
certain people in the temple in which it is installed. It is not
possible to make the people who harbour that sentiment give it up
by force of law or arms. That can only disappear either through
an appeal to reason or through experience gained from those who
act contrariwise, and yet do not suffer any misfortune which can
be directly connected with their giving up that particular senti-
ment. I am sure that Harijans do not want to cause violence to
the feelings of any single person in their legitimate demand to
vindicate their status in Hinduism.

1 Vide Vol. LII, pp. 343-5.
2 Sight of a person, place or thing considered holy
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2 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

This is a period of grace. Caste Hindus are on their trial.
Either the Resolution! arrived at last September at the meeting in
Bombay has the backing of the general mass of the caste Hindus
or it has not. If it has, the temples must be voluntarily flung
open to Harijans and if the majority of the temple-goers show
their desire in no unmistakable terms for such admission, the
Resolution must be regarded as fully vindicated. Cent per cent
assent is almost an impossibility in human affairs, and in a matter
of religion dissenters ought to be taken into consideration. My
proposal does that, and nothing more. It is an acid test for all.
The dissenters are in a minority, and sincere in their conviction
but tolerant to their opponents. After having made every pro-
vision for themselves, they would make equal provision for their
opponents. If the reformers be equally sincere and tolerant to-
wards the dissenters, they will make adequate provision for the
dissenters’ being able to offer worship according to their wont.
If Harijans have no desire whatever to coerce anybody so long as
they can exercise equal rights with the reformers, they should
have nothing to complain of at all.

My proposal is undoubtedly based on the assumption that
upon a referendum, a large majority of the temple-goers would
vote for the admission of Harijans to temples, and that, therefore,
they would visit temples only during the joint hours, and would not
visit them during the time set apart for the dissenters. If, in prac-
tice, it is discovered that the reformers are a negligible quantity,
they would naturally abstain from making use of such temples and
if the majority of the temples show such an unfortunate minority
they will rightly conclude that the Bombay Resolution has not the
backing of the caste Hindus.

But say Harijan friends: ‘What about the purification against
which you have so often written and spoken?’ Of course, I am
as much against purification now as ever. If purification remains
a general law, then untouchability remains. But purification under
my proposal assumes a different shape altogether. Do we not do
many things in order to respect the sentiments of our friends and
tolerate many more? The question before Harijans, before Hindu
society and before the whole world is whether caste Hindus, as a
whole, have undergone a change of heart, and whether they are
ready to abolish untouchability as it is practised today. If the
majority of the caste Hindus vote for its abolition, surely, it is the
duty of both reformers and Harijans to accommodate the minority

1 Vide Vol. LI, p. 139.
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that may not see eye to eye with the reformers, when their differ-
ence is based on what is to them a deep religious conviction.
Mutual toleration is the law of the human family, and what my
proposal has done is to rigidly enforce that principle.

I would like, in one sentence, to emphasize the fact that the
present campaign is one against untouchability as it is practised
today in Hinduism, and not against untouchability which is, in
some shape or form, common to mankind. Such untouchability
does not attach to a person, but to his work or to his conduct.
It is not sought to gain complete freedom from the laws of clean-
liness and hygiene and the like, the observance of which is obliga-
tory on every temple-goer, even at the present day. But what is
insisted upon is that every Harijan who conforms to these laws is
entitled to admission to all public temples on terms of equality
with the rest.

The Hindu, 12-1-1933

2. LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA

YeEravDA CENTRAL Prison,!
Fanuary 11, 1933

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDAS,

I am permitted to see Jamnalalji as often as may be neces-
sary and to discuss untouchability matters with him. He was
reading the constitution of the Society? and these are the pertinent
things to which he drew my attention:

The resolution is wrong. It is not in accordance with the
resolution as it was passed by the Conference. There is nothing
in the resolution as it is given in the pamphlet about temple-
entry. You will see the correction made in my statement3 of the
30th December. How the incomplete resolution came to be taken
I do not know. The correct text appears in The Times of India

1 Gandhiji was in this Prison from January 4, 1932 to May 8, 1933.
This place-name is not reproduced in subsequent items.

2 Harijan Sevak Sangh (Servants of Untouchables Society); originally call-
ed the All-India Anti-untouchability League, founded on October 26, 1932,
in pursuance of the resolutions of an all-India Conference of caste Hindus
and a public meeting convened by them in Bombay on September 25 and 30,
1932, respectively, under the chairmanship of Madan Mohan Malaviya; G. D.
Birla became the President and A. V. Thakkar the Secretary.

3 On the postponement of fast on the question of opening of the Shri
Krishna temple at Guruvayur to Harijans; vide Vol. LII, pp. 304-8.



4 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

of the 26th September. This point was first noticed by me, but I
forgot all about it till the resolution was required for my state-
ment. Then too I forgot to write to you about it. But I noted down
the points that Jamnalalji brought forward, and this was the very
first.

The second is that whereas the resolution! about electorate is
described as having been passed by the Conference, the resolution
about the social and religious rights of Harijans is described as
having been passed by a meeting of Hindus, five days later.
Jamnalalji therefore says that as the text reads, it will appear as if
it was a resolution passed by a meeting of Bombay Hindus only and
not by representatives of all-India Hindus. If so, the Anti-untouch-
ability League could not be established for all India by a Bombay
Hindus’ meeting.

The third point he made was that there is nothing in the
creative resolution authorizing the All-India Anti-untouchability
League, as it was originally called, to alter its name.

The fourth was that the resolution describing the powers of
the League or the Society was not exhaustive enough.

The fifth was that there was no Treasurer appointed, and that
it was not clear as to who would have the control of the funds
raised by provincial organizations.

All these points deserve consideration. I could not throw
much light upon them, except that I told him that you retained
in your own person the Treasurership purposely in the initial stages.

I take it that you are collecting statistics somehow or other
as to the opening of temples, wells, etc., throughout India.

Yours sincerely,

From a photostat: S.N. 19226

3. LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA

Fanuary 11, 1933
MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDAS,

I have your letter of the 6th instant. I am surprised that
Kanhaiyalal? should have written to you. I do know him well
by correspondence. He has been in the Ashram sent by Soniramji.
He frequently sends me questions for solution. He should not

1 Ratifying the Yeravda Pact; vide Vol. LI, Appendix II.
2 Whose letter was forwarded by the addressee, with a request to consider
how his services could be utilized
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have written to you without reference to me or at least to
Narandas. You need not think of him any more.
Yours sincerely,
Baru
From a copy: C.W. 7918. Courtesy: G. D. Birla

4. LETTER T0 G. D. BIRLA
Fanuary 11, 1933

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDAS,

I have your doleful letter of the 7th January,! but you are
not going to be disappointed or discouraged. What you describe is
the common lot of most organizations. The best in a man, as also
the worst, is drawn out when he is in charge of such organizations.
The best is drawn out when he works with sufficient detachment.

Yours sincerely,

Baru
From a copy: C.W. 7919. Courtesy: G. D. Birla

5. LETTER TO C. Y. CHINTAMANI

FJanuary 11, 1933
DEAR MR. CHINTAMANIZ

I have your letter. No excuse necessary for dictating your
letter. I am not so vain as to think that I am the only hard-
worked and hard-working man in all India.

The pamphlet? about ‘Fasts’ is being sent herewith. You can
keep it as long as you like, and keep it altogether, if it is of use to
you.

Yours sincerely,
Syr. C. Y. CHINTAMANI
17 HamiLtoN RoAD, ALLAHABAD

From a photostat: S.N. 19227

1 The addressee had written to say that both Arya Samajists and the de-
pressed classes in Delhi were torn by rivalries.

2 Editor of The Leader

3 Citing ancient precedents for Gandhiji’s fasts; vide ‘‘Letter to K. V. Sesha
Iyengar”, 21-1-1933.



6. LETTER T0 T. A. V. NATHAN
Fanuary 11, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter! enclosing three cuttings for which I thank
you. I take them in order of their dates.

That of the 28th December calls for no reply.

That of the 29th, that is, the one on the postponement? of the
fast has led you to grant me an indulgence, because you have been
averse to the method of the fast. But I must not exist on in-
dulgences from friends, especially in religious matters. Fortunately
for me, your indulgence is due to an oversight of a material con-
dition, whose happening was to automatically postpone the fast,
and this was some legal difficulty which could not be got over
within the time. This difficulty came in the shape of the want
of Viceregal sanction. If I had taken the fast on the 2nd of
January, I am afraid that you would not only have condemned
the fast as such but you would have condemned it as coercion
against the Government of India. So, you see that the fast is
postponed, not because I have realized its uselessness, but because
I have realized the sinfulness of taking it in spite of the superven-
ing of a contingency that had been contemplated and provided for.

Your last article, that is, of the 4th instant, calls for a fairly
large reply, but I shall not attempt it, if only because I have to
economize time just at present. I see in my proposal no surrender
whatsoever of principle. In this campaign I have endeavoured,
as much as a Harijan by adoption can, to put myself in his posi-
tion, and I say to the objectors: ‘If you are polluted by my
presence or by my touch, I am quite prepared to consent to a
separate period being reserved for you to offer worship by your-
selves. I give you the same credit for sincerity that I claim for
myself. You are as much entitled to worship in the temple as I
think I am. Therefore you offer worship in your time, and I shall

I In which the addressee had written: I feel you have let down the refor-
mers by your compromise formula, and I hope you will excuse me when I
say that the impression in enlightened circles in South India is that you have
played into the hands of orthodox Brahmins.”

2 Vide Vol. LII, pp. 303 and 305.

6
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offer worship, along with the reformers, during the period reserved
for us, and since by tradition you have been taught to think that
the efficacy of the idol is diminished by my entering the portals of
the temple gate, though I do not believe in it myself, let the priest
perform the purification ceremony.’!

This is how I rehearsed the whole thing to myself before I
made the proposal to Pandit Panchanan Tarkaratna. Of course
the proposal would not be worthy of consideration if there was not
a big assumption underlying it, namely, that the objectors would
be in a negligible minority.

My proposal, therefore, is an effective and acid test of the
sincerity of all concerned. If the objectors including the Shastris
are sincere in their protest on behalf of what they consider to be
sanatana dharma, they would jump at the proposal. If the reform-
ers and the Harijans are sincere, they should hail the proposal with
joy, and if it is accepted, regard it as a vast step towards the frui-
tion of the reform. If it is found by experience that the caste
Hindus who offer worship during the joint period are themselves a
negligible quantity, it would be a defeat for the reformer, and it
would be a sign that the Harijans should abstain from entering those
temples where they are unwelcome visitors. They would not then
have to go to the temples as beggars before caste-men. They will
go, if they go at all, as fellow-Hindus, welcomed by an overwhel-
ming majority of caste-men who would not consider themselves in
any way polluted by the touch of the erstwhile untouchables.

Any other solution would be tantamount to compulsion. You
will recall what I said in one of my previous statements that wher-
ever the majority of the temple-goers are against the admission of
Harijans those temples should not be visited by them, and where
the majority was composed of reformers, the possession should go
to them along with the Harijans and that the minority should
build another temple for themselves, if they so choose; but in the
course of argument with Pandit Panchanan Tarkaratna, I discovered
a flaw in that proposal. It is an undoubted fact that—whether it
is right or wrong is not the question—thousands of people attribute
particular sanctity to their favourite temples. That sanctity is for
them an untransferable thing. Sanctity handed down from ancient
times cannot be imparted to a new image and a new temple by
the mere will of man, and therefore the proposal I have now
published dawned upon me, and the proposal to be of any value

1 Gandhiji’s compromise proposed to satisfy caste Hindus. Vide Vol. LII,
pp. 343-5.
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has to carry with it the consent to purification, again out of scru-
pulous regard for the religious sentiment of the minority.

You will sympathize with my reasoning, even if you may not
agree with it, when you realize that ahimsa is a fundamental creed
with me and enforceable under every conceivable circumstance.
That I may fail miserably in reducing my creed to practice on all
occasions does not detract from the creed, and is irrelevant to the
discussion; and my non-violence would not permit me to do
violence to the feelings of a single devotee who has been accustom-
ed to visit a particular temple. I would also ask you to
remember that, whatever may be said to the contrary, for
me the whole of this campaign against untouchability is a purely
religious campaign. It is a movement of a big reform in Hinduism
which, as I have said so repeatedly, must die if untouchability as
we know it today is not eradicated. I must also confess that I have
a profound reverence for the Hindu Shastras as I have conceived
them; but I cannot impose my conception upon others by
force. I must let it work its way in the midst of competing inter-
pretations and conceptions. Therefore wherever possible, my atti-
tude would be to make provision for all other conceptions and
interpretations.

If you would bear these things in mind, you would not only
understand my position but you will support me whole-heartedly,
and I want your support. I want the support of every Hindu.
Your paper represents I know a very large body of advanced
Hindu opinion and since you are taking the trouble of trying to
understand me, I am not going easily to give up the attempt to
enlist your full support.

You have asked me quite unjustly “whether he (i.e., I) would
be willing to satisfy the conscience of conservative seekers in
England who want that political reform in India should be postponed
to some later period”. I will not insult your intelligence by showing
you that there is no analogy between the position underlying your
question and the position with reference to temple-entry, especially
in view of what I have said in the foregoing paragraphs.

Lastly, you cavil at the use of the word ‘Harijan’ for untouchables.
Evidently, you do not know how the word came to be used in the
first instance. It was suggested by certain untouchable friends who
do not like to be called ‘untouchables’, and it was suggested be-
cause a saintly poet! of Gujarat, according to their interpretation
of one of his hymns, used it in connection with ‘untouchables’. I

I Narasinha Mehta
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immediately seized upon the word as also otherwise most fitting, for
the most despised people are the most favoured of God.

I fail to see any slave mentality about the origin of the use of
the word or its continuance, and let us hope that when untouch-
ability has a decent burial, we shall all strive to become Harijans,
that is, pure men of God.

Yours sincerely,
Syt. T. A. V. NATHAN
Epitor, “THE JusTICE”
14 Mount RoaD, MADRAS

From a microfilm: M.M.U./XXII

7. LETTER TO DUNICHAND
Fanuary 11, 1933

DEAR LALA DUNICHAND!,
For a long time I have not heard from or about Surajbhan?
or his wife Yasoda Devi. Can you tell me anything about them?

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanbpHI
From a photostat: G.N. 5582

8. LETTER TO JAMINDAR OF GOLLAPALLI
January 11, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,
I thank you for your letter3 of the 4th instant. Your fear is
baseless as you will see from the explanations I have issued to the
Press.*
Yours sincerely,
THE ZAMINDAR OF GOLLAPALLI
GOLLAPALLI

From a microfilm: S.N. 19216

1 An advocate of Ambala

2 Congress worker of Ambala who had accompanied Gandhiji during
Dandi March

3 In which the addressee had expressed the fear that Gandhiji was com-
promising with orthodox Hindus on temple-entry

4 Vide ‘‘Statement to Associated Press”, pp. 1-3.



9. LETTER TO K. MADHAVAN NAIR

FJanuary 11, 1933
MY DEAR MADHAVANI,
Here is a letter? for you to see.
Yours sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 19217

10. LETTER TO K. R. KRISHNA MURTHI
Fanuary 11, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter of 6th instant, and I should be
sorry if what you said was found to be correct.

Yours sincerely,

Syr. K3 R. Krisuna MuRrTHI
JOINT SECRETARY

THE DHARMA VEERA ASSOCIATION
GURUVAYUR

From a microfilm: S.N. 19219

1 A lawyer and social worker of Calicut

2From K. R. Krishna Murthi; who had challenged the statement that
the Guruvayur youths were in favour of temple-entry by the depressed classes.
Regarding the referendum the addressee had said that ‘“‘violence, coercion and
deceit” were being exercised by Gandhiji’s co-workers; vide the following item.

3 The source has “M”, which is a slip. The addressee had signed K.
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11. LETTER TO D. RAGHAVACHANDRAYYA SASTRI

FJanuary 11, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. You should have pity on me. I have
no time whatsoever for reading books and manuscripts. I hardly
get time to cope with the correspondence that I get daily.

Yours sincerely,

SjT. D. RAGHAVACHANDRAYYA SASTRI
SaTH BRAHMAN ASHRAMA
BezwapaA

From a microfilm: S.N. 19218

12. LETTER TO L. L. YELIGAR

Fanuary 11, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter together with the cutting! for which I
thank you. I shall read the article as soon as I get a moment’s
time.

Yours sincerely,

Syr. L. L. YELIGAR
C/o Sr1 SARPABHUSAN Swamr MATH
BarereETH, BANGALORE CITY

From a microfilm: S.N. 19220

1 An article about untouchability work published in the Mpysore Star, a
weekly

11



13. LETTER TO G. DORASWAMY

Fanuary 11, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter of 8th inst., enclosing a copy of
the resolution! of your college. I hope that you are also doing
constructive work. Without that the resolution cannot have much
meaning.

Yours sincerely,
Syr. G. Doraswamy
No. 45 PacHAryvaprpA’s HosTEL
KiLrpaukr, MADRAS

From a microfilm: S.N. 19221

I14. LETTER TO SARASVANI
Fanuary 11, 1933

MY DEAR SARASVANI,

I like your letter. You should accept my assurance that there
is no intention whatsoever of wounding the feelings of orthodox
Hindus. No temple will be touched where the majority of orthodox
Hindus are opposed to the entry of Harijans into the temple which
they are entitled to visit and which is in their neighbourhood.

Yours sincerely,
Miss SARASVANI
Clo Syr. K. V. RamMaswamy AIYAR
CHOKKIKULAM, MADURA

From a microfilm: S.N. 19222

1 Condemning untouchability in Hindu society

12



15. LETTER TO G. V. KETKAR

Fanuary 11, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,
I have now carefully read both your articles on the Gita. 1
have found them to be interesting.
I observe that you have reached the same conclusion that
I had by a different method. Yours is the learned way, not so
mine.
Yours sincerely,

Syt. G. V. KETKAR, B.A., LL.B.
Nasik City

From a microfilm: S.N. 19223

16. LETTER TO RANCHHODDAS PATWARI
FJanuary 11, 1933

RESPECTED RANCHHODBHAII,

I was pained to read your letter. Is it not strange that you
should write to me in English ? Or that you should frame questions
as if you wanted to catch in your trap a witness who was trying
to escape it? But, as an elder brother, you have a right to do
all that, for I could judge from our discussion? that you believed
me to have completely forsaken dharma. However, if God grants
you a long life you will admit one day that I had not knowingly
done so. I will now reply to your questions.?

Pranams from
MoHANDAS
I. You desire that each and every sanatanist Hindu should form and

express his opinion on this question according to the dictates of his con-
science.

I would welcome it if it were possible.
1 Ex-Dewan of Morvi State
2 On January 7, 1933

3 The questions are reproduced from the addressee’s letter dated January
9, 1933 (S.N. 20036).
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2. Is it not a fact that there are thousands of people who believe that
India cannot get real swaraj without you?

If it is so, I would regard that as a heavy responsibility on me.

3. Is it not a fact that there are thousands of people who value your
life more than what they consider to be their religion?

I would be much pained if this is true. I cannot endure any-
body giving up what he regards as his dharma in order to save
my life.

4. Where was the need of announcing your firm resolve to fast to death
if the Guruvayur Temple was not opened to the untouchables ?

This I have discussed at great length in my articles!.
5. Why did you not issue a referendum? without taking such a vow?

To this too my articles contain a satisfactory reply.

6. Did not the persons who were engaged in taking votes exploit your
vow?

What you believe is not altogether improbable.

7. Can you correctly ascertain the percentage of voters who voted in
favour of the entry on account of your vow before them?

It is impossible to reply to this without knowing what is in
the heart of the person concerned.

8. If your case is strong and the cause you advocate is just and reason-
able, why have you announced your vow to fast to death if His Excellency
the Viceroy does not sanction the Bill3 before him?

It is absolutely necessary to read my articles for a reply to
this question.

1 Statements which Gandhiji started issuing from prison from November
4, 1932; vide Vols. LI and LII.

2In Ponnani taluk where the Guruvayur temple is situated. The Zamo-
rin of Calicut, a trustee of the Temple, being against temple-entry, the referen-
dum was taken amidst adverse influences. Vide Vol. LII, pp. 304-5.

3 Two Bills were awaiting Viceroy’s sanction, one for introduction in the
Central Legislative Assembly by Ranga Iyer and the other for introduction in
the Madras Council by Dr. Subbaroyan. On January 23, the Viceroy gave
his sanction to the introduction of the Untouchability Abolition Bill by Ranga
Iyer in the Assembly subject to the condition that the Government did not
commit themselves to accepting its principles and that the fullest opportunity
would be given to every section of the Hindu community to express an opinion
on its provisions. Sanction to Dr. Subbaroyan’s Temple-Entry Bill in the Madras
Council was refused on the ground that it was too far-reaching in implication
for enactment by a provincial legislature. Afterwards Ranga Iyer drafted a
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9. Do you know that this vow is being exploited for nourishing the
agitation in favour of the Bill being sanctioned?
No such thing has happened to my knowledge.

10. Are you prepared to give up your vow and issue a fresh referendum
in connection with the Guruvayur Temple?

If a systematic referendum is held with the Zamorin’s co-opera-

tion and if he implements the result, my pledge will have been
fulfilled.

11. Before issuing the referendum, did you frame definite rules as to
who can rank as bona-fide worshipper of the deity for guidance of your men
who were engaged in taking votes?

Yes.
12. Who can rank as a bona-fide worshipper of the deity according to you?

Those who, according to the present practice, are entitled to
visit temples and who accept the necessity of worshipping in temples.

13. Did the persons engaged in taking votes ascertain by inquiry which
of the voters were bona-fide worshippers of the deity ?

Due publicity was given as to who were entitled to vote and
leaflets were distributed to every home, and the people were then
trusted to show regard for truth.

14. Can you say that a Hindu who does not visit a temple even once
a month for darshan and who does not pay a single farthing as bhet or
samagril, can rank as a bona-fide worshipper of the deity?

Certainly, if such Hindus believe in temples.

15. If the entry of the untouchables into temples depends on votes in a
particular district, the condition precedent is that definite rules should be
framed as to who can be treated as a bona-fide worshipper?

This is correct.
16. Which of the temples would you treat as public?

Any temple which is not the property of an individual or of
several individuals.

second Bill, based on Dr. Subbaroyan’s, which the Viceroy permitted to be
introduced in the Central Assembly, subject to the same qualifications as in
the case of his former Bill. The Temple-Entry Bill, as redrafted, was introduced
in the Central Legislative Assembly on March 24, 1933. Vide also ‘‘Statement
on Viceroy’s Decision”, 24-1-1933.

1 Offerings
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17. Your parents were staunch followers of the Pushiimarga (a
Vaishnavite Sampradaya). Did they freely touch the untouchables? Would
they allow them to enter into temples?

No.

18. You have never worn the sacred thread, viz., upavita. You wore a
tulsi-kanthil when you went to England in 1886. When did you give up that
kanthi ?

I used to wear the sacred thread for some time. I did not
discard the tulsi-kanthi, but, after I had worn it for some years in
South Africa, it left me, that is, it snapped.

19. Are you of the opinion that the wearing of a sacred thread or kanthi
is not essential for a sanatanist Hindu?

I don’t regard the practice as an essential requirement of
sanatana dharma and so, when the kanthi snapped, I did not replace
it.

20. During your stay in England you took meals in hotels or in the
house of an Englishman?

At both places.

21. Are you of the opinion that a Hindu does not cease to be a sana-
tanist Hindu by this?

That is my considered view.

22. Even now you have no objection to take the food prepared in Euro-
pean hotels or by a Christian or a Mohammedan?

I would have no objection if I otherwise regarded the article
as acceptable food.

23. Are you in favour of the priti-bhojans® in which even the Brahmins,
Dheds, Bhangis, Chamars, Mohammedans and Christians dine together?

I oppose mixed dinners with Harijans as a part of the move-
ment for the removal of untouchability. If, however, the items are
cooked with proper regard for rules of hygiene, I see nothing wrong
in Harijans and others sitting together and eating from separate
plates.

24. Will you say that the Hindus who take part in such priti-bhojans can
claim to be sanatanist Hindus?

Provided the foregoing condition is observed, Hindus partici-
pating in mixed dinners with Harijans should be, ought to be,

1 String of tulsi beads
2 Mixed dinner parties with Harijans
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regarded as sanatanist Hindus—if they have the other characteristics
of such Hindus.

25. Are you in favour of intermarriages between the Brahmins, Kshatri-
yas and Vaishyas on the one hand and the untouchables on the other?

If the bride and the bridegroom are a suitable pair, if their
lives are pure and they believe in the ideal of self-control in
married life, I would certainly approve of such unions. But I do
not regard interdining and intermarrying between Harijans and
other Hindus as a necessary part of the movement for the eradi-
cation of untouchability.

26. Do you keep any idol or any picture of Shri Rama or Shri Krishna
when you offer prayers in the morning and at night?

No.
27. Are you a staunch believer in idol-worship?

Yes.

28. Do you believe that it is necessary to go to a temple for darshan
of the image for attaining emancipation and for acquiring supreme love for

God?

No.

29. How often have you visited the Hindu temples for the darshan
of the idols during the last sixteen years?

I have visited them so often in the course of my tours that
I cannot count the number of times.

30. What amount have you sent as bhet or samagri to temples from the
funds collected by you?

I had no right to spend anything on temples from the money
I had collected.

31. Do you believe that a Dhed, Bhangi or Chamar cannot attain
emancipation or acquire supreme love for God wunless he gets an opportu-
nity to go into the Hindu temple for darshan?

I don’t believe so at all.

32. If you think that idol-worship is essential for the untouchables, what
if separate temples are built for them with the idols of Shri Rama or Shri
Krishna?

Since I don’t see any justification for the existence of a sepa-
rate class of untouchable communities, I would not be satisfied by
separate temples for them.

53-2
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33. Do you think that the worship of an idol in a public temple is more
efficacious than that of an idol installed in the temple built for untouchables?

No.

34. Has Mr. Kelappan! or any Dhed, Bhangi or Chamar told you that
he has such supreme love for the deity, that he will lose his life if he does not
get darshan in a temple of the sanatanists?

No.

35. When you attended the Round Table Conference, you were under
the impression that the population of the Dheds, Bhangis and Chamars,
who are treated as untouchables, was six or seven crores.

No.

36. Were you under the same impression when you made a compro-
mise2 with Mr. Ambedkar?

No.

37. Did you even take the trouble of studying the causes with a view to
ascertain the actual population of these three communities?

I don’t follow the question.

38. Is it not a fact that the percentage of the population of such un-
touchables varies from 24 to 4 per cent in Kathiawar and Gujarat?

This is not impossible.

39. Have you even now ascertained the actual population of the three
communities in India?

I do not know the exact number.

40. Is it not a fact that lakhs of high-caste Hindus who were touchables
became Mohammedans during the Mohammedan rule and Christians after the
advent of the British rule ?

I would be surprised if this is true.

41. Can you give even approximately the number of the untouchables
who became either Mohammedans or Christians?

I can say that the number is quite large.

42. Are you for allowing any Dhed, Bhangi or Chamar admission into
the Hindu temples? If not, what conditions or restrictions would you sug-
gest?

1 K. Kelappan; he had undertaken a fast unto death on September 20,
1932, for the opening of the Guruvayur temple to Harijans and suspended
it on October 2 following Gandhiji’s advice. Vide Vol. LI.

2 Yeravda Pact
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All Dheds, Bhangis and members of other such communities
who observe the rules of cleanliness must be entitled to visit temples.

43. Who will frame these conditions and restrictions and who will en-
force them? WIill this not cause constant bickerings?

These rules are still accepted, and I think it easier to persuade
Harijans to observe them than to persuade other Hindus to do so.

44. Has a large section of the Dheds, Bhangis and Chamars autho-
rized you to create this sort of agitation for securing their entry into the
Hindu temples?

No. The present movement is intended to persuade caste
Hindus to do their duty.

45. Do you know that most of them are deadly against your agitation and
say that it will widen the gulf between them and the caste Hindus, create
trouble and make their position considerably worse?

The truth is the exact opposite of this.

46. Are you prepared to issue a referendum for ascertaining wishes of
the untouchables in the different parts of India?

In the light of the reply to (44), your suggestion is unneces-
sary.

47. Assuming that you suggest a compromise and it is accepted by some
orthodox Hindus, do you think that it will be held as binding on all the un-
touchables and other orthodox Hindus?

The present movement is not a commercial bargain. It is a
purely religious movement. It will show the path of dharma to
those who accept it as such.

48. Do you know that the sentiments of untouchability are rampant
even amongst the Rabaris, Bharavads, Kolis, Thakardas, Kanbis, Patidars,
Rajputs, and such other castes?

That is our misfortune.

49. Do you know that the Dheds do not dine with the Bhangis and
Chamars, and there are separate wells for them in almost all the towns and
villages ?

That is another misfortune.

50. Can you say with some authority that the Dheds will allow the
Bhangis and Chamars to enter into their temples?

If I can persuade the so-called high-caste Hindus, I think it
will be easy enough to persuade the Harijans.



20 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

51. Have you got a written assurance from the bulk of the Dheds that
they will give up such sentiments if public temples are opened even to the
Bhangis and Chamars?

Many persons have given me assurances, though I have nothing
in writing.

52. You have been constantly preaching touchability after your return
from Africa? Will you state the number of temples in the towns and villages

which are opened to the untouchables with the consent of the local sana-
tanists ?

I think the number must be about 500.

53. Do you not think that the Lion of India who once roared and laun-
ched non-co-operation movement against the British Government ought not
to seek help from His Excellency the Viceroy on this question?

If T reply to this question, I would be violating my promise
to the Government.!

54. You propose to fast to death if the Viceroy does not sanction the
Bill. Is this by way of resentment against the Viceroy or the obstinate sana-
tanists?

The reply to this question is contained in the reply to ques-
tion 8.

55. You do not think that your identification with the question will
prejudicially affect reverence of the sanatanists for you and practically wreck the
Congress and strengthen hands of the British statesmen who are against giving
substantial rights to India?

I do not believe so.

56. Do you not think that the reverence for you is your real strength?
Whatever power I have is Rama’s, not mine.

57. Are you prepared to face the human nature as it is?

That is what I have done all my life.

58. Do you really appreciate the practical difficulties in the way of ac-
complishment of your desire?

I think I am fully aware of the difficulties.

59. Can you suggest a practical way by which public temples may be
opened to the untouchables without creating a split or tension among the
Hindus ?

1 Gandhiji was to eschew all politics during his incarceration, while he
was allowed to meet and communicate freely for anti-untouchability work.
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I have certainly made my suggestions.

60. Can the Jains, who are not Hindus by religion, and the Hindus who
are against idol-worship, and who have therefore nothing at stake, ask the Vice-
roy to sanction the Bill?

No.

61. Has any of the so-called benefactors of the untouchables built or
offered to build any temple for the untouchables?

No.

62. What harm is there if separate temples, having due regard to local
needs, are built, and the question of the entry into the temples built and main-
tained by the sanatanists is shelved?

That will harm sanatana dharma itself.

63. Have you ever stayed long in places of pilgrimage with a view to cor-
rectly ascertain the depth of the religious sentiments of sanatanist males
and females?

Yes.
64. Is it not a fact that the heart, and not the body, is the seat of love?
It is so.

65. Is it a fact that the sacred books of the Hindus lay the greatest
stress on the mutual touch by heart?

True.

66. Isitnot a fact that itis the lack of mutual touch by heart which creates

wars and disputes among families and nourishes civil and criminal courts?

Quite true.

67. You know that during the dire famine of Samvat 19561, numerous
sanatanists fed the needy and supplied clothes? Can you point to a single
instance of the untouchables having been denied that benefit ?

There is no limit to that.

68. Do you not think that the non-touchability of the Hindu women in
menses is based on the principle of purity? Does it breathe any hatred for
them?

That is right. It implies no contempt.

69. Should a Hindu take his bath and wash his clothes if he touches a
corpse or any dead creature?

They should purify themselves.

11900 A.p.
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70. You know that among the Parsis the women in menses are treated
as untouchables for eight days.

I have heard that it is so.

71. Do you know that no pious Mohammedan would go to a Masjid for
prayers if there be a drop of urine or pus on any of his clothes?

That is true.

72. Supposing that a majority of people in a particular village or town
believe that to drink is no vice, should the minority also drink?

Never.

73. Are you of the opinion that dharma should be defined according
to the notions of the majority in a particular locality?

Whatever the theory, the practice will remain what the majo-
rity does.

74. Do you know that about 80 per cent of the boys attending schools
and colleges, who wear a white khaddar cap, do not visit temples even once a

year; and most of them state that the sacred books of the Hindus should be
thrown into the sea?

I would be surprised and pained if this is true.

75. Have you ever advised these boys to visit temples for darshan at least
once a fortnight or a month?

No.

76. Do you not think that if the administration of India be entrusted
to the people of such views, they would follow in the footsteps of Russia,
whose policy is to make the country Godless?

I have no such fear.

77. Have you ever cared to ascertain the percentage of boys referred to
in Q.74, who offer prayers to God even once a day?

Generally all pray at least once every day.

78. Do you know that the ladies residing in the ‘Vanita Vishram’! and
numerous educated high-caste ladies do not observe menses?

I do not know.

79. Has not Shri Krishna said that dear unto him is one who causes
no udvega® to others? What are your notions about the ahimsa dharma?

I have replied to this question in many of my articles.

1 Women’s home
2 Pain
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80. Can you point to two males or females having similar features of the
body, etc., from the population of 180 crores of the earth?

No.

81. Is it possible to expect all human beings to be of the same tempera-
ment or the same habits?

No.

82. Do you not think that the contact of high-caste Hindus with the
untouchables in their present state would do considerable harm to the former?

If the so-called high-caste Hindus really deserve to be called
high-caste, mixing with Harijans will, instead of harming them,
benefit both themselves and the Harijans. Even if they do not
possess the kind of heart about which you have asked a question
above, they will benefit by freely mixing with the Harijans be-
cause such mixing concerns the heart.

83. All tinctures contain liquor. Would you advise those who take them
to take liquor or to give up the tinctures?

Personally I would appeal to them to give up drinking tinctures.

84. Can you point to any Rajput ruler following the Buddhistic religion,
or to any Mohammedan ruler who had compelled the sanatanists to allow the
untouchables to enter their temples?

I don’t know of any.

85. Do you think that if the British Government were to violate the
repeated sacred pledges of absolute non-intervention in religious matters, it
would contribute to their stability and to peace and contentment among men?

No.

86. Does Malaviyaji take meals or do Sandhya-Gayatril without taking
a bath if he has touched any untouchable person ?

This question should be addressed to Malaviyaji.

87. If the sentiments of the Hindus who support you on this question
do not materially differ from those of our friend Mr. Shaukat Ali, is it not
open to him to say that he too is a sanatanist? And can he be our teacher as
to what the sanatana dharma is?

It is beyond my power to say what Maulana Shaukat Ali
can do.

88. Is it a fact that most of the Dheds, Bhangis and Chamars take beef
even now? Do you think that they can be all Harijans?

1 Vedic prayer to the Sun-God
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I know that all of them do not eat beef. Certainly all of
them can become Harijans.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 4112. Also C.W. 2799. Courtesy:
Chhaganlal Gandhi

17. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
Fanuary 11, 1933

CHI. NARANDAS,

I got the mail from you. I cannot judge whether or not you
could read Mahavir’s! letter. Read my reply to him and do the
needful. I suppose you did write to all persons who had lent
him money. Tell Mahavir what Brijkishan? also told you about
him.

What is Ratilal’s? state of mind? Prema’s* anger does not seem
to have cooled down. But I assume that she does not harass you
in any way. And I am sure that she would not neglect her work
because of her anger. I hope she does not ill-treat her body be-
cause of it. If her anger is directed only against me, I don’t mind
it; I am passing it on to the Court above.

Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I

18. LETTER TO MADALASA BAJAY
Fanuary 11, 1933

CHI. MADALASA,

Your health seems to be all right these days. If you continue
in the same manner, your petulance and your habit of crying
will disappear in a short time. It is enough if you digest the
food which you eat.

The questions which occur to you occur to all people who love
knowledge. They are solved by reading and reflection. We our-
selves are the world. We are in it and it is in us. God also is in
us. We do not see the air in our body, but we have another physi-

I Mahavir Giri

2 Brijkrishna Chandiwala

3 Ratilal Mehta, son of Dr. Pranjivan Mehta
4 Premabehn Kantak
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cal sense with which we can feel it. We can develop a sense with
which we can feel God, and, if we do so, we can know Him also.
Vinoba is helping you to develop such a sense. Have patience.
Tell Janakimaiya! that I often see Jamnalal?. His health is

good.
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Panchven Putrako Bapuke Ashirvad, p. 314

19. LETTER TO INDRA VIDYALANKAR
Fanuary 11, 1933

CHI. INDRA,

I have a letter from some Harijans of your area, I am en-
closing it. Read it and after an inquiry do whatever is possible.
I have written to them to see you.

Blessings from

MOHANDAS
Enclosure: Letter from the Harijans

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 7204. Also C.W. 4862. Courtesy:
Chandragupta Vidyalankar

20. LETTER TO MIRABEHN
Now 5 a.m., FJanuary 123, 1933

CHI. MIRA,

Your letter arrived as usual. Also your notes on Dr. Gour’s
book.

I always omit to tell you about what our common friends write
about you. They all think of you, would like to write to you
if you could receive their letters and invariably send their love to
you. Among these are the Kingsley Hall people, the Privats, the
Italian sisters, the Larks of St. Francis and Mary Barr. This is
not an exhaustive list, it is only an illustrative list. But I must

1 Addressee’s mother

2 Addressee’s father

3 The source has ‘13”, but in his letter of January 19, 1933, to the addres-
see, Gandhiji refers to this letter as of ‘““Thursday”, which was January 12.
Vide also ‘‘Letter to Narandas Gandhi”’, pp. 35-6.
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send you some of the letters themselves. Thus you will find Made-
leine’s! letter and a copy of my reply, Andrews’s and John Morris’s,
the blind man. I must not omit Agatha, Esther, Horace and the
Woodbrooke? people. They never fail to remember you whenever
they write. You will find with this also John Morris’s X mas card
and one of the very beautiful picture-cards that Princess Aristarchi
sends every week. She seems to be a learned woman of deep
devotion.

You are late with your remarks about the primus stove. It
was banished from the Ashram now some two months ago. I
ought to have written to you then. On learning of the death of
Prof. Trivedi’s brother’s wife from the primus-lighting, I wrote® to
Narandas that the best way to mourn the event was to banish the
stove altogether from the Ashram. It was a hard job to con-
vince some of the women. But they all realized the necessity. The
banishment was not made compulsory. Everyone gave it up volun-
tarily. I should have given you this pleasing information before but
how many such titbits I must be omitting every week! However, I
know that you do not expect such things from me. And yet if I
do not tell them to you, you remain ignorant of all the happenings
in the Ashram which you should and may under the prison rules
know. I must do what I can.

My weight is the same as last week and so is the food. No
salt as yet. It is no deprivation for me. There is no craving
for it. When I take it, I like it. But I would not like anything
the moment I knew that it was harmful for me. The elbow pain
remains what it was, not the slightest cause for anxiety.

You need not return the enclosed letters and the cards.

Love from us all.

Baru
From a photostat: C.W. 9679. Courtesy: Mirabehn

1 Madeleine Rolland, sister of Romain Rolland
2 Woodbrooke Settlement, the Quaker Centre near Birmingham
3 Vide Vol. LI, pp. 245-7.



21. LETTER TO EDMOND AND YVONNE PRIVAT!
Fanuary 12, 1933

MY DEAR ANAND AND BHAKTI,

We were all delighted to receive your letter after many months.
I know that you are both spreading the gospel of love and also
trying to live it. I often think of those very happy times we were
together on the Pilsna?. I am never tired of recalling your utter
indifference to possession of riches, and your losing yourselves in
one another.

May this New Year make your life richer, happier and more
fruitful in the service of humanity.

I had to dictate if I was to write to you at all.

Love from us all.

Did you get Mahadev’s Christmas letter?

Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 8794

22. LETTER TO MARGARETE SPIEGEL
Fanuary 12, 1933

MY DEAR MARGARETE3,

I had your love-letter from your ship. I was glad that you
were at the Ashram and were able to take actual part in the
service of the Harijans and, in my opinion, inasmuch as you
rendered this selfless service to downtrodden humanity, you served
the whole of it.

You were quite right in giving up spinning ‘ropes’ as you were
doing. If you could have learnt the art properly, I would certainly
have advised you to continue to spin not cotton but wool; but
perhaps you have no talent for such work. God has blessed you with
many other gifts, and it is well with you so long as you use them
for the service of mankind including of course your dear mother.

1 A Swiss couple; Gandhiji called them Anand and Bhakti.
2 During the return-voyage from England after the Round Table Con-
ference; vide Vol. XLVIII.

3 Dr. Margarete Spiegel, a German lady, who lived in the Ashram for
some time. She was also a teacher at Santiniketan.
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Next time we meet, if we do, you are not going to be ‘awed’
by me, if you are to be a daughter to me. Do not hesitate to
write to me whenever you feel like it.

Mahadev joins me in sending love to you.

Baru

Spiegel Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

23. LETTER T0 V. M. NAWLE

January 12, 1933
DEAR DR. NAWLE,

I have your letter after many days, but you have not ack-
nowledged my letter regarding Sjt. C. V. Vaidya. I therefore
do not know whether you have appreciated the force of my criti-
cism.

Please tell me in as few words as possible what ‘“‘the new and
unique path” to the temple-entry is; then I shall decide whether
an interview is necessary. I have just now no time to spare for
anything but the most important matters.

Yours sincerely,
Dr. V. M. NAWLE
Epitor, “DINBANDHOO”
444 Rasta PeTH, PooNa

From a microfilm: S.N. 18907

24. LETTER TO SIDDHIAH

FJanuary 12, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,
I have your telegram!. I dare not interfere in election matters
without knowing anything and from inside a prison.
Yours sincerely,
SIDDHIAH

HarijaN SancH
EroDE

From a microfilm: S.N. 18908
1 Tn which the addressee had requested Gandhiji to bless a Harijan candi-

date standing for the presidentship of the Erode Taluk Board and to ask the
opposing candidate to withdraw (S.N. 18894)



25. LETTER TO NAWAL KISHORE SHARMA

Fanuary 12, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. What is required is not articles for the
Press. So far as that kind of propaganda is concerned, it is being
done by experienced people. What you can do is to take up some
actual constructive work in which you will spend your money and

yourself.
Yours sincerely,

Syr. NawarL KiSHORE SHARMA
CJ/o MEssrs S.S. Bryy Basr & Sons
Bunber Roap, Karacur CiTy

From a microfilm: S.N. 18909

26. LETTER TO PARASHURAM SHARMA

FJanuary 12, 1933
DEAR DR. PARASHURAM,

I have your letter and I had your telegram also.! I telegraphed
to Mathuradas Jain as soon as I got your telegram. I wonder
if he gave it up. I have not heard from him. His statement is
of course altogether wrong. He did not even take the elementary
precaution of finding out from me how and why the fast was
postponed. Beyond sending a telegram, I have not taken any
other steps, and even after receiving your letter I have not thought
it proper to write to him. You will please tell me what has been
the outcome of the fast.2 I hope you are keeping well.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. PARASHURAM
Krisuna NAGAR
LAHORE

From a microfilm: S.N. 18910

1 The addressee had requested Gandhiji to persuade Mathuradas Jain
of Ferozepur to give up his fast.

2 Mathuradas Jain had obeyed Gandhiji’s instruction and abandoned his
fast; vide ‘‘Letter to Mathuradas Jain’’, 8-2-1933.
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27. LETTER TO K. KELAPPAN
January 12, 1933

MY DEAR KELAPPAN,

I have your letter. On receipt thereof I telegraphed to
Gopalan to confer with Rajagopalachariar.

I hope that you have got over the effect of the accident! and
do please see me on your way back.

Yours sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18911

28. LETTER TO R. SOMASUNDARAM AIYAR
January 12, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter for which I thank you. Your letter seems
to me to be an illustration of the imaginary quarrel between the
poor wife and her many husbands. You say you will not allow my
will to thwart your allegiance to God and your conscience. I
say I am not going to allow a few million out of my 300 millions
to thwart my allegiance to God, my conscience and, what is per-
haps more pertinent for you, my allegiance to my other many
million husbands. So you see the odds against me are not even.
Husbands can always play ducks and drakes with their wives, for
they always play with loaded dice. But God has gifted wives with
infinite patience. So, you will see how at the end of it I bear
down the opposition of the very few husbands out of many who
are up in arms against me, and when the quarrel is over, you will
shed crocodile tears over the scars “‘the whole host” of you may
leave on your poor wife and then make her forget all about her
past miseries.

You appeal to me to exploit your sympathy for the econo-
mic betterment of the backward classes. I invite you to make a
sporting offer.

1 Car accident
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Your argument, I hope, you don’t want me to take seriously,
or, if you do, then I must ask you dispassionately to study all the
statements that I have been making, and you will find that every
one of the questions raised by you is sufficiently answered therein.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. R. SomMASUNDARAM AIvAr
ADVOCATE
MyLAPORE, MADRAS

From a microfilm: S.N. 19230

29. LETTER TO KONDA VENKATAPPAYYA

January 12, 1933
MY DEAR VENKATAPPAYYA,

I have your letter.! I fear that your suggestion is fatal, espe-
cially at the present moment. To set up new temples would be
to set up a new religion and accept defeat. If it is to be defeat,
I should take it and resign myselfto it, but I will not set up a new
religion. If our contention is right and the public reject it, we should
know that untouchability is not to be destroyed or even shaken
during our time. Whether the contemplated legislation should be
there or not is a matter that should be examined on its own merits.
I have come to the conclusion that both from the point of view of
interference in matters religious and seeking Viceregal sanction, it is
free from reproach. Any time we would want legislation in order to
correct errors and, in the hottest non-co-operation days, I should not
hesitate to promote legislation backed by public will. No law or
rule can be cited to defeat its own end. You may then be sure
that there is flaw in your reasoning. The cry of religious inter-
ference is perfectly thoughtless where it is not obviously hypo-
criticfal]. Of course, there is a third objection to the proposed
Bill, namely, that the question who should or should not enter
a temple should not be decided by those who are temple-goers,
but by some extraneous authority, in this instance, learned men.
I totally deny the validity of that proposition. No religion
could grow under such a chilling rule. Hindu religion, so far as I

1 The addressee had written: ‘‘So far as Guruvayur temple is concerned,
the object may be taken as having been practically fulfilled, the opinion of the
people being found to be decidedly favourable. . . . There will be no need to
seek the aid of law if public opinion is secured in favour of the movement and
legislation will be of no value if public opinion is adverse.”
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know it, has never followed any such rule. Mind, I do not insist
that all old temples should be opened to Harijans, but I do insist
that all old temples should be opened where the majority of present
worshippers are willing. It is the acid test of the sincerity or the
reality of the Bombay Resolution.

I suppose we must resign ourselves to the prospect of your wife
leaving this stage any moment. Perhaps it would be a welcome
deliverance from a lingering death. I hope you are feeling better.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. KoNDA VENKATAPPAYYA
GUNTUR

From a microfilm: S.N. 19231

30. LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

Fanuary 12, 1933

MY DEAR C.R.,

I have your second letter. I hope that what you have heard
is not true, but if it turns out to be true, it would be unfortunate.
But I should not take any action upon a mere rumour!. Mahadev
has just suggested a public statement. I shall see whether such a
thing is possible. In any case, I suppose I should know the result
in a day or two.

I am glad you like the appeal to the sanatanists.?2 Of course,
all such effort is costly, but the cost is worth paying. The deli-
berate falsehoods that are flung about are the things that shake
me and cut me to the marrow. But I have no shadow of a doubt
that Truth will conquer.

I expect to meet the sanatanist Skastris about whom Hiralal
Nanavati has been writing to me.

I have written a long letter® to the Editor of the Fustice about
his attack on my proposal. He wrote to me sending me three
cuttings from his paper and invited my criticism.

I gave also on the same question a long interview* yesterday
to the Associated Press which you will see.

1 Based on the Madras Mail article suggesting that sanction for Dr.
Subbaroyan’s Temple-entry Bill should neither be given nor refused, and that
a committee might be appointed to enquire and report on the strength of the
demand (S.N. 19193)

2 Vide Vol. LII, pp. 358-61.

3 Vide ““Letter to T. A. V. Nathan”, pp. 6-9.

4 Vide ““Statement to Associated Press”, pp. 1-3.
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You seem to have forgotten all about Gopala Menon’s letter
referring to the proposed All-Hindu Conference at Guruvayur.
You remember Gopala Menon said that you would attend to it.
I therefore sent Gopala Menon a telegram yesterday to see you,
because he reminded me that I had done nothing about it. If
you want that Conference, you have to advise Acharya Dhruva

and Dr. Bhagwandas in good time. In my opinion, Malaviyaji
should still be left free.

Yours sincerely,

From a photostat: S.N. 19232

31. LETTER TO L. B. NAYAK!
Fanuary 12, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. Attractive as your suggestion may appear
to be, it savours of dishonesty, if I have understood it correctly,
and it also seems to be impracticable in the existing circumstances.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. L. B. Navak
341 THAKURDWAR
BomBay No. 2

From a microfilm: S.N. 19233

32. A LETTER
January 12, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter and a copy of your resolution, for which
I thank you.

I think you should discuss with Sjt. Ghanshyamdas Birla the
interesting points you have raised in your letter. It is difficult
for me to deal with the situation from this distance. I am for-
warding your letter to Sjt. Ghanshyamdas Birla.

Yours sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18912

1 General Secretary, Depressed Classes Mission Society of India, Bom-
bay; in his letter dated January 7, the addressee had suggested that the Mahars
and Chamars should designate themselves as ‘‘Kshatriyas” in all places and
records.
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33. LETTER TO ASHRAM BOYS AND GIRLS
Fanuary 12, 1933

BOYS AND GIRLS,

I got your letter. It is good to talk things over with the
Harijans. With patience and love they will understand our work.
You should listen to what they have to say to you. Answer to the
extent you can. If you go to them regularly, there will be
discussions. If you inquire about their sufferings and take interest
in all aspects of their lives, slowly they will come to accept us as

their relations.
Try to grow enough vegetables for the Ashram. That is not
difficult.
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./IL

34. A LETTER!
Fanuary 12, 1933

It would be improper from every point of view for a person
who cannot observe the basic rules of the Ashram to remain in
the Ashram. Neither he nor the Ashram would benefit by his
staying. If the inmates lived in that manner the Ashram would

break up.
Anybody who wishes to live in the Ashram should have sin-

cere love for it. He should always take care to see that he does
nothing to harm its good name. I have not been able to see
any such thing in you.
[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. 1II, pp. 42-3

1 This and other letters from the same source are mostly fragments from
the original letters extracted by Mahadev Desai in his diary.
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35. A LETTER
January 12, 1933

You should constantly bear this in your mind, that so long as
you cannot remain pure in your feelings towards her you have no
right to go near her nor to serve her. If you understand this,
all impure feelings towards her will soon vanish. If you remain
determined, your strength will daily go on increasing.

[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. 1II, p. 43

36. LETTER TO LAKSHMIBEHN N. KHARE

Fanuary 12, 1933
CHI. LAKSHMIBEHN,

I note every week that you do not write to me. It is not
right that you should boycott me completely like this. Occasionally
you should write a few lines. I cherish high hopes of the few
women like you who are old inmates of the Ashram.

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 284. Courtesy: Lakshmibehn N.
Khare

37. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

January 12, 1933

CHI. NARANDAS,

Read my letter! to Mirabehn and pass it on to her. I hope
your asthma has left you.

Mirabehn is your neighbour now. Send her fruits and any
other things which she may need. I hope Mahavir and the party
have left. That was the best course. The arrangement which
you have made is right.

Keep a regular register for recording people’s weights and
get everybody weighed at fixed intervals.

1 Vide pp. 25-6.
35
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Did you see the account of expenditure which Mahavir prepared
from memory? If you have not seen it and wish to see it, let me
know and I will send it to you. I have preserved it. It did not
satisfy me. I hope you remember that I asked you to send
Kellogg’s book and Satyarthaprakash.

It was necessary to write a long letter to Prema explaining every-
thing, and, therefore, though I am rather hard pressed for time, I
found the necessary time and have written it. Though the letter is
addressed to her, it is meant for all, that is, for all workers of the
Ashram. I hope you had noted the difference between workers of
the Ashram and inmates of the Ashram which I had explained in a
previous letter. My remarks about you in the letter were neces-
sary. It is not merely formal courtesy on the part of a father
but it is his moral duty to express the faith which he has in his
son. May God grant you, whenever the occasion arises, the necessary
strength to justify my faith. I am sure that these words of mine
will not upset you.

Baru
[PS.]
There are 19 letters in all. They are all tied with a string.

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I

38. LETTER TO SITARAM K. NALAVDE
Fanuary 12, 1933

BHAI NALAVDE,

Your letter.

The Harijan brethren certainly have the right to give up
carrion-eating as well as disposal of dead cattle. But it would
be better if they took the vow to give up carrion-eating. The duty
of removal of dead cattle has the sanction of society. After all
someone has to perform this duty. The public will certainly be
put to hardship if those who are well versed in the job give it up.
It is the dharma of all to protect society from this difficulty.
Therefore if necessary this job may be given up only after coming
to some arrangements with . . .2 the mahajan®. The giving up of
carrion-eating is, however, obligatory. Those who give up beef
and carrion-eating and have proper bath, etc., should be entitled

1 By Swami Dayananda
2 The letter is damaged here.
3 Caste leaders
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to enter temples. They too should thus qualify themselves for
darshan of the image and be confident that they will have the
right of temple-entry.

Those who do not give up carrion-eating should not be summarily
boycotted. They should have the chance of reforming themselves.
It is not an easy matter for everyone to give up a long-standing
habit.

I hope that the Conference will be successful. I also hope that
all the Harijan brothers and sisters will resolve on self-reform.

Yours,
Monanpas GANDHI
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 801

39. NOTE TO DEONAYAKACHARYA!

January 12, 1933
DEAR SHASTRIJI,

I have received all your letters. I have already stated that
my mind and heart are open for a discussion with you. Though
I have not been given enough time to write to the Shastris I have
in mind, I have sent invitations to those who can come immediately.
I still do not know whether they will be able to come. The subject
for our discussion is not whether untouchability is sanctioned by the
Shastras or not. The subject is to determine the sanction of the
Shastras for untouchability as it is practised today. And if the
untouchability in current usage has the sanction of the Shastras,
then who can be defined as untouchable? I certainly desire in
all humility to hear your views on these two questions and other
points that may arise out of these and I hope you are now satisfied
and will honour me by coming over.

Yours,
MouaNDAs GANDHI

From a microfilm of the Hindi: S.N. 19229

1 The addressee, Secretary, All-India Varnashram Swarajya Sangh, had
arrived at Yeravda Prison, along with four other pandits representing the
Sangh, to have a discussion with Gandhiji and his advisers, on the validity of
untouchability according to the Shastras. On arrival at the prison, he forwarded
to Gandhiji a printed pamphlet giving information about the subject of dis-
cussion, the procedure for the debate and the names of the participants. Gan-
dhiji added the words ‘as at present classified’ to qualify ‘untouchables’ in the
printed pamphlet. This was not approved by the Sangh delegates and they
went away without meeting Gandhiji. Vide ‘“‘Letter to C. Rajagopalachari”,
pp. 42-4.



40. NOTE TO DEONAYAKACHARYA
Fanuary 12, 1933

DEAR SHASTRIJI,

I have your note. I have made the minimum alterations in
the pamphlet sent by you and signed it. I do not mean any
discourtesy and sincerely wish to have a discussion. I hope the
alterations made by me are in accordance with what you have
said in your letter.

From a microfilm of the Hindi: S.N. 19229

41. NOTE TO DEONAYAKACHARYA
Fanuary 12, 1933

DEAR SHASTRIJI,

I am helpless. And I am sadly grieved too that you want,
in the manner of a lawyer, to tie up a jiynasu! and mumukshu? like
me. My humble request to you is to come and enlighten me taking
me as I am. I am unable to make any further modifications
than what I have already done.

Yours,

From a microfilm of the Hindi: S.N. 19229

42. LETTER TO R. V. PATWARDHAN
[Before Fanuary 13, 193313

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. In your letter you mistake strong words
for reasoning. If you carefully think over your questions yourself
and keep your mind calm you will find the answers yourself. For
example: Question. 1. My answer is that we never disturb places
of worship. My reply to the second question is that we do not want
legislation, but only removal of the artificial barrier in the exist-

1 Seeker after knowledge
2 Seeker after moksha
3 According to the source the letter was received on January 13, 1933.
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ing law. Question 3: Like me you too should tell the people that
those who ask for justice should themselves render justice.

From a microfilm of the Marathi: S.N. 20021

43. LETTER TO N. H. PURANDARE
Fanuary 13, 1933

MY DEAR PURANDARE,

I have your letter. I am sorry to have had it. I don’t like
the spirit underlying it. You have looked upon the whole thing
asa commercial transaction, whereas I have looked upon the whole
thing as a matter of selfless service. You left the question of
remuneration entirely in my hands, although I asked you to tell
me what you would charge for giving me a corrected collection of
your speeches on untouchability and for supervising the printing.
But you would not think of it, telling me that there was no mer-
cenary motive behind it. That being so, I had no hesitation in
undertaking the delicate task, but at the end ofit, I shirked it,
and I asked Haribhau to name the sum. He named Rs. 125 and
I straightaway accepted. Believe me, so far as I am concerned,
I did not think of the Arya Bhushan bill in connection with fixing
up your fee, remuneration or honorarium, whatever it may be
called. Nor did I then know nor do I now know that the Arya
Bhushan bill is exorbitant. My understanding is that they should
not make anything but nominal profits. You are thinking of any-
thing between Rs. 500 to 3,000. I can only meet your propo-
sal with a reasonable offer. You can take over the book yourself
by simply paying the printing charges and sell the book on your
own account and make whatever profit you can, only you should
not increase the published price, for any increase in the price
would be unjust to the public.

I have already asked Haribhau to pay you Rs. 125 if you
would accept the amount in full payment and not feel any dis-
satisfaction. For I would be deeply hurt if, after having left the
thing in my hands, you were dissatisfied with the amount declared
by me.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. N. H. PURANDARE
604 Sapasarv PeTu
Poona 2

From a microfilm: S.N. 18915



44. LETTER TO DHANNU LALL SHARMA

Fanuary 13, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I will not refer you to any of my statements this time, but
I will ask you to re-read your own letter!. I suggest to you that
that letter is libellous, insulting and unworthy of one who holds
the position of General Secretary of a Sanatan Dharma Sabha.

If you will re-read your letter calmly and dispassionately, you
will at once apologize to the pandits whom you have libelled,
and, in any event, till you apologize, your letters will neither
be read nor replied to. I am sorry for it.

Your sincere friend,

SyT. DEANNU LALL SHARMA
GENERAL SECRETARY

SHREE SANATAN DHARMA SABHA
220 HarrisoN RoaD

CaLcuTTA

From a microfilm: S.N. 18917

45. LETTER TO SATYANANDA BOSE

Fanuary 13, 1933
DEAR SATYANANDA BABOO,

You are always so good and always think of me whenever
there is anything to say to me.

I think that this is hardly the time to consider improvements
in Dr. Subbaroyan’s Bill. The first thing is to get the Viceregal
sanction. When that is had, many improvements may be possible.
I am not therefore just now applying my mind to your suggestion2.
After the principle of the Bill is once accepted, the Government

1 ITn which the addressee had referred to Gandhiji’s ““Appeal to Sana-
tanists”, 4-1-1933, and said that the pandits had deceived not only him but
the whole world; vide Vol. LII, pp. 358-61.

2 That the Bill be confined to giving authority to the trustee of a temple

to allow the untouchables to enter it and worship as the caste Hindus do
(S.N. 18893)
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themselves may take it up or may advise amendments so far as that
may be necessary to free the Bill from any possible political mis-
chief. So far as I am concerned, my one thought in connection
with the temple-entry is the purification of caste Hindus. But of
course I shall bear your suggestions in mind whenever the occasion

arises for their use.
Yours sincerely,

SyT. SATYANANDA BoOSE
4 Nunpy ST.

BarLrLy Gunce
CAaLcuTTA

From a microfilm: S.N. 18918

46. LETTER TO S. T. RAMANUJA IYENGAR
Fanuary 13, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter together with your articlel. I am sorry
indeed that there should have been any molestation of you by the
audience. I have, as you must be aware, repeatedly written
against intolerance, and I shall gladly re-emphasize my warning
when the time comes.

As for your article, we must agree to differ.2 Our conception
of sanatana dharma is different. In your impatience you have not
even cared to understand my fundamental position. I can only
say, ‘Read all my statements with a fresh mind, then if you have
still doubts, discuss them with Sjt. Rajagopalachariar and if you
are not still convinced and would care to do so, come down to
Yeravda and I shall gladly give you one hour and try to convince
you that the position I take up and the means I adopt to vindi-
cate are both perfectly defensible.’

Yours sincerely,
Syr. S. T. Ramanuja IYENGAR
4 VarapARAJA PEruUMAL CorL St.
TRICHINOPOLY

From a microfilm: S.N. 18919

1 ¢“The Drive against Untouchability”

2 The addressee had written in his article: ‘‘He [Gandhiji] has given up
his creed of non-co-operation with Government so far as untouchability is
concerned by accepting special Government favours, and is actively blessing
legislative efforts, once taboo, to facilitate removal of untouchability. . . .”



47. LETTER TO S. NAGASUNDARAM
Fanuary 13, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. I have read the texts quoted by you. So
far as I can make them out, they have no application to the
present-day conditions. Those who are regarded as untouchables
today cannot be classified as Chandalas at all.

Inter-dining is no part of the campaign against untouchabi-
lity.

Yours  sincerely,

SyT. S. NAGASUNDARAM
NeEar Kincg’s CiRCLE
MATUuNGA

BomBAay

From a microfilm: S.N. 18921

48. LETTER TO C. RAFAGOPALACHARI
FJanuary 13, 1933

MY DEAR C.R.,

Vallabhbhai had a battle royal with me last night on your
behalf. If a person, an utter stranger to him, had chance to be
there, from the vehemence of Vallabhbhai’s language, he would
have concluded that we must be most quarrelsome persons.

He thought that I was doing violent injustice to you, in-
asmuch as, without consultation with you, I made proposals that
might prove to be utterly embarrassing, as had happened on two
occasions.

The cause of our quarrel was my compromise proposall. He
thought that I had no right to publish it without consultation
with you, and he was quite sure that though you were too good
to mention it to me, you had felt very much embarrassed by it,
if not also irritated. I told him that you were too good to con-
ceal your embarrassment from me, if you were really embarras-

1 For a discussion, vide Appendix L.
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sed, and that would be quite unlike you. I even added that in
this particular instance you happened even to like my proposal
and that even if it was discovered that you did not like it and
that you were really embarrassed, it was impossible for me every
time to consult you, or such other colleagues on such occasions. I
went further and argued that work on such lines would become
almost impossible. People act together when there is a general
agreement between them on fundamentals and [provided] that their
deductions from those fundamentals were, as a rule, identical, and
that if, at times, they came to different deductions, a timely
confession of error would keep their friendship in tact, as also
the common cause. Nothing that I could say, however, would
conciliate Vallabhbhai. The curfew bell, mutually agreed upon
by us, came to the rescue, and put an end to what promised to be
an endless discussion. But I retired to bed with a determination
that I would refer the matter to you. Your reply, one way or the
other, would bring some consolation to your counsel, and you
know that it won’t make me disconsolate if you agreed with your
counsel on both his propositions, namely, that before giving to the
world the compromise proposal which I had given to Pandit
Panchanan Tarkaratna I should have consulted you, and that it,
as a matter of fact, did embarrass you. You would also add to
your opinion on these points, your opinion whether on merits you
consider my proposal to be sound or otherwise.

A perfect tragedy was enacted here yesterday. Five pandits
and their five advisers came to the jail gate yesterday an hour
and a half after the appointed time and took two hours and a
half in exchanging brief notes with me, the three notes! that they
exchanged with me taking all the two hours and a half. And, will
you believe it, when I tell you that they would not come in and
carry on the discussion because I would not remove one word I
had added to their draft, the word being an adjective added to
the word ‘untouchables’. The adjective applied was ‘as at present
classified’. Of course it altered the whole scope of their discussion.
So they went away. Of course it is not our position that there
is no untouchability at all in the Shastras. Our position is that
there is no untouchability in the Shastras as we practise it to-
day. They were expected to prove that untouchability as at
present practised has sanction in the Shastras. It is an impossible
task to perform honestly. No text that has yet been cited on
their behalf has proved it. The Shastris on our behalf are real-

1 Vide pp. 37-8.
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ly very learned men, and also pious men. It is their honest con-
viction that there is no warrant for the untouchability of the pre-
sent day in the Shastras. The real untouchability will be there
for all time. Itis a sound hygienic rule practised all over the world.

Yours sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18922

49. LETTER TO GEORGE JOSEPH
Fanuary 13, 1933

MY DEAR JOSEPH,

You can better imagine than I can describe my joy at receiv-
ing your letter, and especially your letter! to Pyarelal. I shall try
to have your letter delivered to him. But let me say two things
in connection with that letter.

My fast? was not a fast unto death in its literal sense. The
Roman Catholic priest, who is a visitor to this prison, knows me,
and when I was on the eve of taking that fast, he came over to
me in his kindly manner just to say one word, and he said
how he drew the distinction between a suicide and a sacrifice. A
suicide carried with it a certainty of destruction. A sacrifice
meant risking life, the greater the risk, the greater the sacrifice.
But there should be nothing beyond risk. I had no hesitation
in agreeing with the distinction, and my fast being conditional
was not a fast amounting to suicide, but it was a fast involving
the greatest risk, but still a risk and no more.

You will be interested to know that some of my Roman
Catholic friends have detected no flaw in the fast. Of course, in
Hinduism some few extreme cases there are in which ending of
life is peremptory, but these I need not consider at present. There
is general agreement between Hinduism and other faiths that
suicide is a sin.

Now, about the Inner Voice.> Here again I can agree with
you whole-heartedly when you say that the voice of God can
never counsel or countenance sin. Encouragement to sin can
only come from the devil. But the real difficulty comes in when

I In which the addressee had expressed his views on Pyarelal’s book
The Epic Fast and stated: ‘““The Inner Voice is either a hallucination or the
voice of God. If it is truly the voice of God, it cannot counsel self-destruction
because the life that God gives is for Him alone to put an end to . . .”

2 Vide Vol. LI.

3 For a discussion, vide Appendix II.
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the question of sin itself is debatable. Those who would consider
a particular act to be sinful will naturally reject the claim that it
was prompted by God. Hence it was that in answer to a ques-
tion I said! that whilst in self-defence and for the sake of truth
which I worship I was bound to say what I believed, my claim
was not to be accepted as part of argument in determining rele-
vant questions. The opponents were bound to rule [out] that
claim as wholly beside the point. Whether the claim for the
voice of God was well or ill-made in a particular case can only be
decided after the claimant’s death, and in some extraordinary
cases it may even then be difficult. Apart from the danger of
hypocrisy there is the still greater danger of self-deception to
which mankind is prone, and it is possible for self-deceived people
to attain great things and yet their claim that the voice of God
was behind their acts might be wholly wrong. These are final
difficulties which will remain to the end of time, but if the truth
is to make any progress, then self-deluded people must also be
allowed full play.

Finally comes the question of confession. You may not know
that I have some very valued Roman Catholic friends also. I am
in the habit of picking up knowledge more from personal con-
tact than from printed texts. These friends have not yet been able
to clearly define the function of Confession and the Confessor.
For instance, what is one to confess who has no consciousness of
guilt and when there is, I can understand a Confessor granting
absolution, but can he also guide the future acts of the penitent?
In the place of the Confessor Hinduism has the Guru. I
have all my life striven to find one, one to whom I can shift all
my burdens and roam about merely doing his will. But then
such implicit limitless obedience is not a mechanical act; and
having got the spirit of obedience instinctively within me I would
be satisfied by nothing less than tendering complete obedience.
But it seems to me that it is not given to all to find the true
Guru in this short span of life. But it is given to all to make
that diligent search, and it may be that that very search is its
own reward, and that it keeps one in possession of peace and joy
everlasting. Anyway, you will accept my testimony that ceaseless
search has not only given me such joy and peace, but has protec-
ted me from conscious error.

I thank you for copying for me that extract from Imitation
of Christ.1 read that book in one single sitting, I think, in the year

1 Vide Vol. LI, passim
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1905 or 1906, and a friend, only a few months ago, sent me an-
other copy.
With our love to all of you,

Yours  sincerely,

GEORGE JoseEPH, EsQ., M.A., BARRISTER-AT-LAW
“HiLr View”’, MADURA

From a microfilm: S.N. 18923

50. LETTER TO G. V. MAVALANKAR
Fanuary 13, 1933

BHAISHRI MAVALANKAR,

I got your letter. Vinabehn also told me about your ill-
ness. Illness does not spare even a lawyer, nor the chairman of
a municipality!! It is something to be thankful for that you will
be able to move about soon.

I read Keshavji’s questions. We should willingly endure a
great many things like this to atone for the sins of our ancestors
and our contemporaries. When to suspicion is added selfishness,
you can expect nothing better. But I suppose the skin of your
back has become sufficiently thick by now so that you feel such
blows as light as flowers.

Thakkar Bapa! suggests that I should write to Dada? for
the Harijan fund. Since when did you become Dada? It must
have been before I was born. May you live long and serve the
Harijans. Bapa suggests that you should use your influence with
Vaishnavas like Chimanbhai, Sakarbhai, etc. They may not permit
Harijans to enter temples for darshan, but they should liberally help
with money for activities other than the movement for temple-
entry. But need one commend the cause of the tongue to the
teeth? If Bapa’s word does not carry weight with Dada, how
can Bapu of merely fifteen years’ standing hope that his will? I
have only passed on to you the load put on my head by Bapa.
He has also ordered me to write to Kasturbhai® and make a simi-
lar request to him. May I give you my power of attorney?

Since you have just risen from the sick-bed, I tried to light-
en business with a little humour and that has made the letter

1 Amritlal V. Thakkar; “Bapa’ means father.
2 “Grand-father” in Gujarati, but ‘‘elder brother’” in Marathi. Addressee’s

mother tongue was Marathi.
3 Kasturbhai Lalbhai, a mill-owner of Ahmedabad
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long. I, therefore, leave it to you to speak to Kasturbhai. As
for Chimanbhai, I also will write to him.
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1234

51. LETTER TO NANALAL K. JASANI

Fanuary 13, 1933
BHAI NANALAL!L,

I got your postcard. I had a wire from Lilavati? too. She has
replied that she cannot say anything without consulting Padma.
Let me have all the information you possess regarding this mar-
riage. Who is the bridegroom and what kind of a man is he?
What is his age? What is his economic condition and what sort
of health does he have ? What is his occupation ? I suppose you
know that Maganlal® is against the marriage.

You seem to be very busy with the marriage in your family.
I hope you have not been incurring unnecessary expenditure.
Utilize the occasion also to give as much money to worthy causes
as you can.

Blessings from
Baru
From Gujarati: C.W. 9628

52. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

Fanuary 13, 1933
CHI. NARANDAS,

Dr. Kanuga writes and tells me that Radha* does suffer from
tuberculosis. She should be sent away to a place like Deolali.
She will be restored to health only if she takes complete rest
there. You should discuss this with Santok’ and Radha. This is
a difficult problem, but we must solve it.

Do you get any letter from Ramabehn? Chhaganlal has
received no letter from her at all.

Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I

1 Business partner of the late Dr. Pranjivan Mehta
2 Lilavati Mehta, wife of Chhaganlal Mehta

3 Maganlal Mehta

4 Radha Gandhi, daughter of Maganlal Gandhi

5 Widow of Maganlal Gandhi

6 Ramabehn Joshi, wife of Chhaganlal Joshi



53. LETTER TO MARGARETE SPIEGEL
Fanuary 14, 1933

MY DEAR MARGARETE,

I must continue to dictate. You are entitled to call your-
self an Indian since you have felt like one from your childhood,
but that is not a substitute for your German birth. The adoption
should be an addition both to your name and to your strength,
and what can be finer than that we should all add on the virtues
of our own nations to those of the others!

Why was there a struggle to choose between Gurudev and
myself ? We are no competitors. Gurudev occupies a throne which
belongs to him by sheer merit. I have none of the gifts that he
has, and what is more, we dearly love each other, and as years
roll on, our love becomes stronger, and we understand also each
other better and better. I would have you therefore to say that you
like us both equally for whatever gifts God has bestowed upon
us. No more therefore of choice-making, if you would be a real
daughter like Mira.

I hope you got my previous letter! in which I acknowledged
your letter written from Aden. The registered packet addressed
to Mahadev was also duly received.

Love from us both.

Baru

Spiegel Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

54. LETTER TO M. THIAGARAJAN
Fanuary 14, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. The question is not so much what the
Harijans need, but how the caste Hindus should behave towards
them. In my opinion, it is the clear duty of caste Hindus to give
to the Harijans the same rights that they enjoy. The fact that
evil has survived numberless generations does not make it any the

1 Vide pp. 27-8.
48
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less an evil. Similarly, the fact that untouchability has survived
the great religious teachers whom you name does not warrant the
present generation in continuing it, if it can be proved to be an
evil. I am convinced it is.

A person who has heard the inner call should still be open to
reason and therefore conviction. That attitude enables him and
others to test the truth of his claim.

I do say with my conception of Hinduism that God denies
Himself what Harijans are denied, because they are called Hari-
jans.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. M. THIAGARAJAN
42 SincArRA Tope
TRICHINOPOLY

From a microfilm: S.N. 18928

55. LETTER TO BHAGWANDAS

Fanuary 14, 1933
DEAR BABOO BHAGWANDAS,

I have your letter. I read an account of your meeting! in
the papers. We are bound at the present moment to find obstruc-
tion at our meetings. I know that the Benares meeting was in the
safest hands and I knew how you took the wind out of the sail of
the adversary by always giving him the chance and even the
first chance of speaking and restraining the sympathizers from
retaliating. I do hope that you soon got out of the effect of
the little fever. It does not do to take unnecessary risks at our
age. I suppose you are a few years older.

I will send you the other essays as soon as I am ready, and
I shall thank you to ask someone to send me all the cuttings deal-
ing with untouchability from the Aqj and even other Hindi
newspapers. I am getting cuttings from Marathi and Gujarati
but not from Hindi. I have not forgotten the message for the
Aaj, nor the book you kindly left for me, the very first copy. I
acknowledged it in a previous letter which I hope you duly
received. You will be pleased to know that I have already

I Held on January 8, 1933, which passed a resolution in favour of
temple-entry

53-4
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made the commencement, but I have to confess that I am going
very slow and sometimes misreading it altogether.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. BuacwANDAS
SEVASHRAMA, SIGRA
BeNAREs (CANTT.)

From a microfilm: S.N. 18929

56. LETTER TO VERRIER ELWIN
Fanuary 14, 1933

I want to warn you against resisting nature beyond the satu-
ration point. In Biblical language, I should say: ‘“Thou shalt not
tempt the Lord, thy God.” I would say without the slightest
hesitation, if you have another bad attack you should treat it as
the clearest call from God to return to England and render
what service you can render there. If God wants you here, the
first thing He would give you is health of body. If you have
humbly to acknowledge defeat, you should do so. Your defeat
will be victory for God of truth. There is no waste in God’s
laboratory. The work begun there by you will not die. I do
not mind if one man who has good health and is beyond reproach
in character is there in sole charge. If there is no such worker
just now, let the whole thing be temporarily wound up. This is
no doleful picture. It is the real background for a Godly life.
“Not my will, but thine, O Truth.” I must not prolong this
sermon. You know what I mean. Where there is complete
surrender, there is no room for self-will.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

57. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

Fanuary 14, 1933
CHI. NARANDAS,

I got your letter. I don’t require any information about Lila-
dhar from you. Do you know if Shankarbhai neglects his
father? I have already written to Mahavir again. Vallabhbhai
suggests Wadhwan for Radha.
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I asked you to write to me about the Chharas!. Their harass-
ment of us seems to have stopped. Does a bhajan party? visit their
settlement? Has the Government posted police to keep watch
on them?

Prema causes me some worry. Her conduct frightens me. If
she is silent because she has realized her error, I need not mind.
If, however, she is silent because she is angry, she has more
serious defect of character than I had thought. Try and discover,
if you can, what is in her heart.

If you have any news about Gangabehn, Kusum and Lila-

vati, let me have it.
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I

58. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
Fanuary 15, 1933

CHI. NARANDAS,

All your letters seem to have been delivered to me. For how
many days did Chimanlal® try the fenugreek seeds? Jamna*
may try them along with any other medicine which she is taking.
But she should take care that she does not get constipation.

About Mahavir, I can think of no other way. The whole
family must leave. I have given up the hope of their observing the
rules. This is my view. If, however, you wish to let them stay,
I can have no objection. But have no doubt that misplaced
kindness is a form of violence.

I also feel worried about Prema. I am pained and surprised
that she cannot see her weakness which everybody else can see.
I had hoped that I would be able to open her eyes. It seems I
have been wrong, for the present at any rate. But she is a thought-
ful lady. Hence I do not give up hope altogether. Her language
was certainly full of hatred, but she denies it. That means that
she does not know when one’s language may be described as
full of hatred. She does not even have faith in me to trust that,
when my loving heart feels the presence of hatred anywhere, it

1 An ex-criminal tribe of central Gujarat. Vide also Vol. LII, p. 389.

2 Troupe of devotional singers
3 One of the oldest inmates of the Ashram who was suffering from asthma

4 Jamnabehn Gandhi, addressee’s wife
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must be there. I am partial to her and stress her virtues as out-
weighing her faults. If, then, I see a weakness in her, instead of
getting angry with me she should be humble and try to under-
stand her weakness. If I am committing an error, she should
point it out to me. This is how I feel. I may die any day. Ulti-
mately the burden will have to be shouldered by you. Therefore
do what you think best. If I am doing injustice to anybody
in any matter, do not hesitate to tell me so. And if you are con-
vinced that my view is correct, do not hesitate to tell her so
emphatically. I certainly do not wish to crush her individuality
in any manner whatsoever. If the individuality of any person
in the Ashram is crushed, that would harm the Ashram itself.
But I think Prema misunderstands the meaning of individua-
lity. I understand her problem, but I feel helpless before her
obstinacy.

I understand what you say regarding Liladhar. Has he
abandoned his plan of going to Zanzibar? If you decide to take
him back, have a frank talk with him before doing so.

If the harassment by the Chharas has stopped, is it because
our people have started going in their midst or does it mean some-
thing else?

I have discussed everything with Prabhudas!. Your letter did
not give the statistics of people’s weights.

Bapu

[PS.]
NARANDAS,

Durlabhji Sampat and Sitaram, two brothers, are prisoners
in this jail. Durlabhji is married. After he is released, he wishes
to stay in the Ashram for two months or so and have experience
of the life there. And so does Sitaram. I have told them that there
will be no difficulty in admitting them. They will write to you.
If you can accommodate them, admit them.

Did anything happen between Balwant, Prabhashankar’s?
son, and you? How is Ratilal? I hope Totaramji® is completely
all right now.

Read all my letters to the Giri family.

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I. Also Bapuna Patro—9: Shri
Narandas Gandhine, Pt. 1I, pp. 14-6

I Prabhudas Gandhi, son of Chhaganlal Gandhi
2 Father-in-law of Ratilal Mehta
3 Totaram Sanadhya, an Ashram inmate



59. LETTER TO RATILAL K. SHAH

Fanuary 15, 1933
BHAI RATILAL KUNVARJI,

I got your letter. You have given very important information.
But we find the same thing in regard to many temples. Hoping
that what happens occasionally will by and by happen every day,
we should go on trying.

Mouanpas GANDHI
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 92

60. LETTER TO KRISHNADAS GANDHI
Fanuary 15, 1933

CHI. KRISHNADAS!,

I have read your letter to Prabhudas. It is ignorance, and
therefore an error, to go on working without regard to one’s
health till the body breaks down. You should take rest even for
being able to serve, as you wish to do. I hope that Prabhudas
did not drag you as far as Bombay. He could have easily gone
there by himself and also seen Vinoba. I will suggest this to
him if it is not too late—let me know if it is.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3084

1'Son of Chhaganlal Gandhi
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61. LETTER TO KESHAV GANDHI
Fanuary 15, 1933

CHI. KESHU!,

If you take only as much milk and ghee as you can digest, I
don’t think you will experience any difficulty in observing
brahmacharya.

Mutual service keeps love fresh.

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3268

62. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK
Fanuary 15, 1933

CHI. PREMA,

Your continued sulking shows that you have a good measure
of childishness in you. If you do not tolerate my criticizing you,
you are not at all likely to tolerate anybody else doing so. In-
stead of thanking me for [telling you] the impression you pro-
duce on me, you get angry with me. Your duty is to try to ask
me again to explain my charge against you, if you have not
understood it. You may also quarrel with me. But all your edu-
cation and wisdom seem to have disappeared on this occasion. You
cannot even see that behind your sulking lies your extreme pride.
Let me tell you that this is not freedom but self-will. I wish that
you should open your eyes and understand my love, and not
falsify my estimate of you. It is not right for you to sulk; on the
contrary, you should feel sorry and weep for having made me
suffer. Why don’t you realize that, if I say anything harsh to
you, it is for your own good? If I am making any mistake in
doing so, it is your duty to point it out humbly to me. If you
are sure that you are innocent, you should be confident of being
able to prove it to me. Instead, you resent my criticism and
sulk, and thereby seem to aggravate your guilt. I had never ex-

1Son of Maganlal Gandhi
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pected this from you. Wake up and express sorrow for nursing
resentment against me.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10322

63. LETTER TO JAMNABEHN GANDHI
January 15, 1933

CHI. JAMNA,

You seem to have lost confidence in me. It doesn’t matter.
Go and live somewhere for a year and then tell me. Will it give
you confidence if I suggest that Narandas may pay a short visit
during the last month or even earlier? It will not matter if you
are not able to return to the Ashram at all. Create the atmos-
phere of the Ashram wherever you live. You need not then go
to the Ashram. Will this satisfy you?

I feel much worried that Purushottam’s! health does not
improve. I have been thinking what to do.

Baru

From Gujarati: C.W. 870. Courtesy: Narandas Gandhi

64. LETTER TO PURUSHOTTAM GANDHI
Fanuary 15, 1933

CHI. PURUSHOTTAM,

It is not right that your constipation does not disappear com-
pletely. It will certainly be cured if you go and live in Hajira.
The air and water of that place have that miraculous effect.
Or you should come to Poona and stay here for some time. I
will have you treated by a doctor here. The water of this place
is believed to be good and life is comparatively cheaper. This
is the best season of the year. You will certainly get some work
here.

Blessings from
Baru

From Gujarati: C.W. 906. Courtesy: Narandas Gandhi

1 Addressee’s son



65. LETTER TO K. M. MUNSHI
Fanuary 15, 1933

BHAISHRI MUNSHI,

I got your letter. I am writing this letter only to reassure
you. You need not reply to this. Poor Pradhan, he has a reason to
describe me as a young man. But should he do that before you?
But apart from that, would it be surprising if an old man of twenty
should regard you, a man of forty-five, as being ‘dateless’?

I don’t mind differences of opinion at all. Where the heart
is one, why should we mind such differences? I shall not be so
foolish as to lose you readily. We shall be like two beads in a
necklace held on the string of truth, no matter even if they are
of rather strange colours. Lilavati’s! boldness is beyond praise. She
was always like that. Get all right soon.

Blessings from
Baru

From Gujarati: C.W. 7525. Courtesy: K. M. Munshi

66. LETTER TO JIVRAM K. KOTHARI?
January 15, 1933

The words ‘““twenty-four hours’ you have taken rather lite-
rally. You should have understood my intention in using them.
For twenty-four hours mean for as long as possible. When it is
raining or is very hot, when there is a strong wind or it is
extremely cold, or when for any other reason it is absolutely
impossible or will be harmful to remain or sleep or work in the
open, one’s moral duty is to take shelter under a shade or a roof
or in a house with the doors and the windows shut. All that
you should have read in my words is that it is desirable to spend
as much time as possible in the open without anything between
oneself and the sky. Those who understand this will spend the
least possible time inside their houses and will also see that
there is adequate ventilation inside.

1 Addressee’s wife
2 The addressee was working in Orissa.
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LETTER TO JIVRAM K. KOTHARI 57

And now about knowing the time of the day. A village work-
er does not require a clock or a watch. All his activities follow
nature. His clock also is nature’s. His manner of indicating
time is different from ours. He will not ask a person to come at
four. He will say: ‘Come at prayer time’, or ‘Come an hour
or two before sunset’, or ‘Come at daybreak’, or ‘Come when the
birds start singing’, or ‘Come at dinner time’, or ‘Come when
I am weaving tape’, or ‘Come at twilight’ or ‘at supper time’.
One can thus use different descriptions for different hours of the
day. And the worker is so regular in his tasks that he does not need
to look at the sky to know the time of the day. Every day he
does the same job at the same hour and takes the same time for
doing it. Because of this exact regularity, when the work is over
he knows what time of day it is. Since he is not in the habit
of consulting a watch, he cannot say how many hours he would
require for a given job. But he says that he weaves a certain
number of yards of tape daily, and from that he and others can
judge for how many hours he must be working. It was because
of this that in former days time was not counted in hours but
was measured by the amount of work done. Even when the
village worker travelled, he experienced no difficulty, for he
knew how many miles he could walk between sunrise and sunset.
Such a worker rests not according to the clock but only when he
feels tired. In short, one feels very little need for a clock in a
village; one may say that one feels no need at all. The village
worker measures his work by reference to the movements of the
sun or the other heavenly bodies. Clouds are no obstacles to this,
because there are very few days in the year when the sky is
covered with clouds. Even on such days, however, his work goes
on as usual. Prayer time also is observed without any conscious
effort. If one’s hours of the day are filled with work and succeed
one another in the same order, one will know without looking at
the clock when it is time for prayer. It will, then, rarely happen
that one gets up late and has to worry about how to make up for
the lost time. It is not necessary to adjust the time of evening
prayer with the prayer hour in the Ashram. People living in
different parts of the world cannot do a particular thing at the
same hour. It will, therefore, be most convenient for you to start
your prayer when the sun sets in that part of the country. I
think I have answered all your doubts, big and small.

[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. 111, pp. 55-7



67. LETTER TO SHARDA C. SHAH
Fanuary 15, 1933

CHI. SHARDA,
Your letter. You seem to be absorbed in work. That is
very good indeed. Is not writing to me part of your work? If
not, why not?
Baru
From the Gujarati original: C.W. 9961. Courtesy: Shardabehn G.
Chokhawala

68. A LETTER!
Fanuary 15, 1933

There are four remedies: First, Ramanama; second, pure
air, pranayama in open air, asanas and other exercises; third, whole-
some food, wheat, green vegetables and milk, exclusion of spices
and sweets; and fourth, keeping the body busy with work the
whole day so that one may get sound sleep at night.

[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, p. 54

1 The correspondent had asked how he could cure wet dreams.
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69. LETTER TO GOPALDAS DESAI
Fanuary 15, 1933

All four of us were at one in complimenting you for not
coming.! Few people have observed such self-control. Compli-
ments to you once again.

[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, p. 54

70. A LETTER
Fanuary 15, 1933

If it is true that my life is dedicated to the service of all
creatures, it is still more true that it is dedicated to God. How
can I help when He prompts me to undertake an indefinite fast?

I can show that the use of legislatures to secure freedom to
the Harijans to enter temples is not opposed to the principle of
non-co-operation. But I would be violating jail rules by doing
so. If, therefore, I get an opportunity later to explain that and if
you are present at that time, you may ask your question. My
present activities for the removal of untouchability may seem to
do temporary harm, but it is a fact of universal experience that
work for a good cause ultimately does no harm, and I have no
doubt in my mind that this is a good cause.

[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, pp. 54-5

1 The addressee, who had recently been released from jail, had not gone
to see Gandhiji.
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71. LETTER TO A YOUTH!

Fanuary 15, 1933

A great many such things are being written about me. The
article is such a palpable lie that I hope nobody will put his
trust in it. And if there are any people who put their trust in
it, my reply to it will have no effect on them.

[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, p. 55

72. A LETTER

Fanuary 15, 1933
The article? you have sent me is full of poison from begin-
ning to end. I hope my life is living proof of its falsehood.
[From Hindi]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, p. 55

73. TELEGRAM TO HOME SECRETARY
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Fanuary 16, 1933

SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT
HoME DEPARTMENT
New Derur
REGARDING MY REQUEST FOR PERMITTING CONSERVANCY WORK TO
BE DONE BY HIGH-CASTE PRISONERS WHO MAY VOLUNTEER TO DO
SUCH WORK MAY I NOW KNOW GOVERNMENT DECISION ?

GANDHI

From a photostat: G. N. 3876. Also Bombay Secret Abstracts, Home
Department, Special Branch, File No. 800 (40)(6), p. 285

1 The addressee is described in the source as ‘‘a young man of Dar-es-
Salaam™.
2 By Vasantram Shastri
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74. LETTER TO E. E. DOYLE
Fanuary 16, 1933

DEAR COL. DOYLE,

Sjt. Mathuradas, the only grandson of a deceased sister of
mine, was recently discharged from Belgaum Prison. He met me
and told me that my letters were delivered to him with passages
cut out. Now my letters never contain anything that might pos-
sibly be considered of an obnoxious nature from the prison or
any other standpoint. They go from here duly censored. The
Superintendents here have done me the favour of drawing my
attention to passages in my letters which they may not like. But
to cut out words or passages from a letter without reference to
the writer may lead to dangerous interpretations or interpretations
not intended by the writer. In my opinion any letter of which a
passage is held objectionable should be referred to the writer
and option given to him either of withdrawing the passage or
the letter altogether. And I cannot understand the practice of
double censoring. My letters are all thought out and conceived
as one piece. They contain mostly ethical matters. The removal
of a word may change the meaning. I should not like my letters
to be interfered with without my knowledge. I may say that I
often receive Maniben Patel’s letters with large patches making
the letters meaningless.

I wish you could grant relief in this matter by no means
trivial to me.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI
Government of Bombay, Home Department, I.G.P. File No. 9
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75. LETTER TO E. E. DOYLE
January 16, 1933

DEAR COL. DOYLE,

I hope that you have now overtaken the Christmas week
arrears and are comparatively free to devote a little attention to
an important matter which we have often talked about but never
thoroughly thrashed out. I refer to the question of hand-
carding and hand-spinning in the prisons. I have told you that
as early as 1922 these two things were first introduced at my request
in this prison. At first Sjt. Shankerlal Banker and I were per-
mitted to do this work on our own bows and wheels with our
own cotton. Then cotton was brought by Col. Dalziel from Dhar-
war. The result of our work was liked by Major Jones who follow-
ed Col. Dalziel and he allowed all Civil Disobedience prisoners
who volunteered to do this work regularly. I was permitted to
regulate and examine the daily work and issue the necessary ins-
tructions for improvement. A record was kept of the work.
Spinning-wheels and bows were manufactured in the prison, spin-
dles were made and the yarn was used as welt, and, if I am not
mistaken, also for tapes. I was allowed to train convict warders
as carders, and a considerable quantity of yarn was thus produced.

On the resumption of Civil Disobedience in 1930 the ques-
tion was raised by me and several prisoners and permission was
granted in some cases and not in others. There was no fixed policy
evolved when peace was declared and the C. D. prisoners were
discharged.

The matter this time is also in the same uncertain state. In
Dhulia for instance Seth Jamnalal Bajaj tells me hand-spinning
is universal among the C. D. prisoners, so much so that much khadi
has been manufactured out of the yarn so spun. I know that
in some other jails too it is freely allowed. It is only here that
almost complete prohibition reigns except with me, my companions
and certain other prisoners and the female Civil Disobedience
prisoners.

I have told you that many Civil Disobedience prisoners have
been under vows to spin regularly as a sacrifice. It is only after
much effort that I have succeeded generally in persuading the
Civil Disobedience prisoners not to regard the vow as binding
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LETTER TO SANKARANARAYANA IYER 63

in prisons. They know that I am trying to persuade you to
give the permission to spin to those who regard it as a sacred
duty, either as part of their task or as extra work to be kept by
them for their use.

To carding and spinning by itself I am sure the Government
can have no objection. It has no connection with the Civil Dis-
obedience campaign. Spinning organizations have not been de-
clared unlawful nor spinning an unlawful activity. From the
State point of view I can demonstrate, as I did in 1922 by actual
results, that it is a more remunerative occupation than several
others followed in the prisons. Indeed I endeavoured to show
to one of your predecessors, viz., Col. Mel, that it was possible
even to make prisons self-supporting by a universal introduction
of all cotton processes in the prisons. But whilst I was carrying
on these conversations, he retired. Inspectors-General and
Superintendents change rapidly and I was discharged all too pre-
maturely owing to the attack of appendicitis. If I can but get
a little encouragement from you, I have the same confidence as
in 1922 and could show you startling results.

But that may be a far cry. My present purpose is to ask you
please to regularize the practice, which is now followed hapha-
zard, of allowing volunteers to do hand-carding and hand-
spinning with such restrictions as may be considered necessary
in the interest of the administration.

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GanDHI
Government of Bombay, Home Department, I.G.P. File No. 9

76. LETTER TO SANKARANARAYANA IYER

Fanuary 16, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter. Had I the time, I would have
attempted a reply to it. But as most of the points raised by
you have been covered in my statements, you would not mind my
referring you to them.

Yours  sincerely,
SJT. SANKARANARAYANA IYER
TiMBER MERCHANT
COIMBATORE

From a microfilm: S.N. 18933



77. LETTER TO K. PARAMESWARAN NAMBOODIRI
Fanuary 16, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,
I thank you for your letter and offer of the sacred oil. Believ-
ing as I do firmly in true Shastras not only tolerating but per-
mitting Harijans of today to enter temples, I could not avail
myself of the offer you kindly made. If you will investigate
the Shastras, you will fail to discover a single text that would
apply to those whose entry today is debarred.
Yours sincerely,

SyT. K. PARAMESWARAN NAMBOODIRI
OTHIKKEN

C/o TEMPLE SUPERINTENDENT
GURUVAYUR

From a microfilm: S.N. 18937

78. LETTER TO V. V. KETKAR
Fanuary 16, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. You are in a hurry. I am constitutional-

ly opposed to coercing anybody, whether he is in the majority

or in the minority, and essentially so in religious matters. Hence

I would respect the scruples of the minority in so far as it is
possible to do so.

Yours sincerely,

Syr. V. V. KETKAR
SapasHiva LANE
BomBay 4

From a microfilm: S.N. 18938
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79. LETTER TO BASANT KUMAR CHATTERJEE

Fanuary 16, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter by registered post. Of late I have missed
the balanced judgment which characterized all your letters which
it was my pleasure to receive. The latest one in front of me is full
of hot spices, reckless statements and innuendoes. If your letter
had not betrayed anger, I would have pleaded with you and
shown you the mis-statements and misrepresentations with which
your letter bristles. Some day, and I am sure that day is not
very far, when passions have subsided, you will admit, if you have
patience enough to keep this letter, that what I have said in it
was all true.

Yours sincerely,
Basant KumarR CHATTERJEE
CaLcuTTA

From a microfilm: S.N. 18939

80. LETTER TO R. KAIMAL

Fanuary 16, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

The letters that come to me from Travancore, that is, from
Trivandrum, and all practically from M.A.s and B.A.s who are
also High Court vakils, are very remarkable for hard-heartedness
and want of susceptibility to the upward impulse of humaneness.
The writers seem to exhaust the whole of their effort in resorting
to subtleties of argument for defending the obviously indefensible.
I was ill-prepared for such an exhibition of ungenerous inter-
pretation of Shastras from a place of which I have such happy
memories. It is to me a vast tragedy that you, who have such a
magnificent natural scenery about you, expressive of bountiful
Nature, should steel your hearts against your own kith and kin
and find it in you to make an appeal to me for peace! when, un-

1 The addressee had pleaded: ¢‘Please drop temple-entry; vouch peace;
destroy not; but, fulfil.”
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mindful of consequences, perhaps all unconsciously to yourself,
you are engaged in carrying on destruction. I would not have
written thus to you if I had not traced a ring of sincerity about
your letter.

Yours sincerely,

Syr. R. KAmvAL, m.A., LL.B.
Hicu Court VakiL
TRIVANDRUM

From a microfilm: S.N. 18940

81. LETTER TO BALKRISHNA BHAVE
Fanuary 16, 1933

According to me, the reasons why your body does not become
strong and healthy are these: though you eat, you do not have
faith in the food which you eat and feel aversion towards it, you
waste your mental energy too much and neglect your health out
of ignorant attachment to work. The remedy is indicated by the
reasons themselves. You should cure your lack of faith, look upon
the food which you eat as a sign of God’s kindness and pray,
while eating it, that it may give you strength. You should realize
that it is necessary to preserve the body in good health for the
sake of the atman, regard it as a trust and take the best care of it
that you can. Anybody who neglects a trust is guilty of a wrong.

I do not know when I first became aware of the existence
of God. Doing these things becomes so natural to me that I
feel I have always been doing them. Who can say that the leaves
of a tree became so big on such and such a day? All that I can
say is that I have arrived at the present stage at the age of sixty-
four. But this means nothing.

When a person has attained the Brahmi state!, he does not
suffer at the sight of others’ sufferings because he does not rejoice
at the sight of their happiness. A carpenter does not feel either
happy or unhappy when repairing a ship; a Brahmin acts in the
same manner. A Brahmin is one who has attained the Brahmi
state.

[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, p. 58

1 State of oneness with Brahman, the Absolute



82. LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJFI
Fanuary 16, 1933

If you have preserved my letters which you received in jail,
bring along with you those letters in which any words or senten-
ces were crossed out by the jail authorities.

[From Gujarati]

Bapuni Prasadi, p. 117

83. LETTER TO BINDU DASTANE
Fanuary 16, 1933

Bangles and kumkum' are the marks of a married woman or
a maiden eligible for marriage. Therefore one who desires mar-
riage may certainly adorn herself with both. You may, by all
means, wear the bangles and the kumkum if you are fond of
them. Anyway, you may wear them if Mother wants you to;
you must not hurt her feelings.

[From Hindi]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, p. 57

84. LETTER TO MRS. DASTANE

Fanuary 16, 1933

Read carefully my letter to Bindu. If you agree with what
I have said, do encourage the girls in giving up bangles, etc. But
if you do not approve of brahmacharya, you may ask them to wear
bangles and other things. In my view a mother’s duty is to
encourage the spirit of renunciation in the children. The mind is
bound to run after pleasures. Ultimately the girls are bound to
use all those things if they are interested in marriage, but we must
not compel them.

[From Hindi]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, p. 57

I Vermilion mark on the forehead of women
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85. LETTER TO VATSALA V. DASTANE

Fanuary 16, 1933

By doing our best to remove suffering and by faithfully ob-
serving the rules of truth and so on we serve living beings. Those
who indulge in untruth, violence, hoarding, thieving and abrahma-
charya' hurt life itself. By observing truth and so on they alle-
viate suffering, which amounts to serving.

[From Hindi]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, pp. 57-8

86. A LETTER
FJanuary 16, 1933

If you are keen to stay, you should observe the rules, be
sincere and do the work.
[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, p. 58

87. INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS
Fanuary 16, 1933

I am quite sure that Seth Chamanlal? could not believe that
there was any likelihood of a civil war in the country. As I
have said in my appeal to sanatanists, such a thing I hold to be
inconceivable. If anybody knows the reformers, I should surely
know them. War could take place only if there are two parties
to fight one another. Self-styled sanatanists would be simply
beating the air if they staged a war. And why should there be a
war? The Viceroy gives formal sanction not to a Bill passed

1 Violation of brahmacharya

2 Chamanlal Girdhardas Parekh, Chairman, Ahmedabad Mill-owners’
Association, was reported to have urged the Viceroy not to sanction the intro-
duction of the Temple-entry Bills, as it would lead to a religious civil war.
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but to a Bill that has been introduced, which even when passed
ensures absolute freedom from fight.

The fight may come when the matter goes out of the refor-
mers’ hands and disappointed and enraged Harijans take the
matter in their own hands and fight for their rights against the
whole host of caste Hindus. But even that is a remote possibility,
so long as reformers are alive to vindicate the honour of sanatana
dharma.

The Bill can only pass if it has solid Hindu opinion behind it
and not otherwise. I hope, therefore, that nobody will be scared
by the telegram to which you have just drawn my attention.

The Bombay Chronicle, 17-1-1933

88. LETTER TO F. MARY BARR
Fanuary 17, 1933

MY DEAR MARY,

I have your letter. Whatever you are, you are no guest.! You
are a member of the ever-growing family. Whether you are
daughter, or sister or mother, matters little. In this strange
family, each one makes his or her own choice of the position he
or she would occupy. Therefore you understand you will be no
guest to me wherever we meet.

My conception of idol-worship is wholly different from that
of the learned men. I know from the experience of many people
that idol-worship has given them spiritualism of the highest type
and that a philosophic conception of God has made such philo-
sophers grossly material.

As I have told you, whilst the form may be different, mankind
are idol-worshippers by their very nature. It is true that not
all are uplifted by such worship, but that can be said of every
form of worship. Those who look down upon idol-worship with
philosophic contempt are not idol-worshippers but probably the
worst form of idolaters, for they are worshippers of self.

Ba is in the Ashram. She left here some time ago. Mira writes
to me every week and I to her and I often mention you to her.

I have not yet got the Little Plays of St. Francis. Tell me
when you sent the book. Did you register it?

1 The addressee, after three visits to Gandhiji in jail in January, had re-
marked jokingly in a letter that although they were prisoners, she felt as if
she had been entertained by them as their “‘guest”.
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Love from us all.

Yours sincerely,
Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 5988. Also C.W. 3345. Courtesy: F. Mary Barr

89. LETTER TO DEYASA BOYS’ UNION

Fanuary 17, 1933

DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS,

I have your letter. I am delighted that you are serving
Harijan children in the only way open to you. God will bless
you for this real service of His most needy children. This is my
advice. Treat these children as your own blood brothers and
blood sisters. Teach them good manners by having good man-
ners yourselves. Teach them cleanliness. If they come in a dirty
condition to the school, wash them. See that their eyes, ears,
nose and hair are quite clean. Let there be no dirt in their
nails. If their clothes are rags, you should beg some khaddar and
get a volunteer tailor or your own mothers to make nice little
vests and chaddis! for them. You should take them for walks to
see interesting sights. Tell them stories from Ramayana, Mahabharata,
etc., and by being truthful and kind under every circumstance,
teach them to be likewise; and to all this you may add book-
learning including simple arithmetic. You will now tell me how
much of this advice you have digested.

Yours sincerely,
DEevasa Bovs’ UnionN
C/o RakHAHARI CHAKRAVARTY
DEevasa ViLLAGE
Diecnvacar P.O.
(BurpwaN Dr.)

From a microfilm: S.N. 18941

! Shorts



90. LETTER TO A. SUBBIAH
Fanuary 17, 1933

MY DEAR SUBBIAH,

Never apologize for your letters, rather apologize when you
keep me without any. You know how I want letters from those
who are near me.

The fast about Appasaheb Patwardhan was a necessity. He
had obtained my permission during the truce period for doing
what he did. When, therefore, I came to know of it, I was
bound to stand up for him, especially because it was pure un-
touchability work. Whether I fast often or rarely, know that it
could be only in obedience to the peremptory dictates of the Inner
Voice.

The news you have given me about the Madras referendum! is
very good. Tell me if you know what was the total strength of
the eligible voters. Did the voters include those Hindus who are
not entitled to temple-entry?

I hope you are now better. Lalita? should write to me oc-
casionally if she continues her Hindi study.

Though my elbows are not yet in good condition, I am keep-
ing quite healthy.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. A. SUBBIAH

GanbHI AsHRAM, KHADI BHANDAR
BrLackBUrRN LicHT

Mapura

From a microfilm: S.N. 18942

1 In Madura, where members to the Sri Meenakshi Devasthanam Com-
mittee were elected. The addressee had written to Gandhiji: ‘“The results are
entirely in favour of temple-entry. . . . Out of 1887 votes (valid) polled, 1498
voted for candidates who stood for temple-entry. . . .” (S.N. 18898).

2 Addressee’s wife
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91. LETTER TO ARUN CHANDRA DUTT
Fanuary 17, 1933

MY DEAR ARUN,

I was delighted to have your letter containing a good account
of the celebration! and I am glad that you are able to get
Satyanand Baboo to preside?. The resolution, too, is quite good.
Now we have to continue to do the work quietly and resolutely,
unmindful of all that may be said against us. Truth is bound
to win in the end.

Yes, Pandit Panchanan Tarkaratna was here. He was able
to make no headway in Guruvayur. I do not know that he tried
much either. The impression that he has left on my mind is
that he is convinced that our case is unassailable, but he has not
the courage to come out boldly for the purification of Hinduism.
Of course this is not for publication, but if Moti Baboo sees him,
I do not mind his showing this letter to him. I do not want
to say of him what I am not prepared to say in front of him.
He promised to send his son or some other representative to me
who was to engage in a quiet discussion with me on the mean-
ing of the Shastras for a number of days. I thought the son
or another Shastri was to come soon after he reached Bombay. 1
observed that the son was one of the Shastris who were to hold
the discussion on the 12th, a discussion which unfortunately never
came off. It is a painful episode3, not worth describing. A great
deal of misrepresentation is now going on in the local Press. If
it goes further, I might have to publish the whole correspondence.

I shall await Moti Baboo’s letter, but there is no hurry, if he
has not written already. Let him take his own time.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. ArRuN CHANDRA DuTT
PRABARTAK SANGHA
CHANDERNAGORE

From a microfilm: S.N. 18943

1 Of the 50th birth anniversary of Motilal Roy of the Prabartak Sangh

2 At a public meeting at Chandernagore, held on January 8, 1933, which
passed a resolution for allowing all classes of Hindus the right of entry to Hindu
temples (S.N. 18889)

3 Vide pp. 37 and 43-4.
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92. LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA
January 17, 1933

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDAS,

I have your letter of the 10th instant from Gwalior. I am
meeting Sjts. Deodhar! and Vaze? tomorrow (Wednesday) about
the English edition of Harijan Sevak. 1 have already had a preli-
minary conversation with Vaze since the receipt of your letter. It
seems there will be no difficulty about publishing the paper here.
But I shall do nothing in a hurry. I will send you the fullest
information before actually embarking on the enterprise.

What is this opposition in Bengal against the Yeravda Pact?
I am writing also to Dr. Bidhan enquiring about it.3

I note what you say about the effect of prunes. Have you
tried them at all?

Yours  sincerely,
Baru

From a copy: C.W. 7920. Courtesy: G. D. Birla. Also S.N. 18944

93. LETTER TO RASIK LAL BISWAS
Fanuary 17, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter. I am forwarding it to Dr. Bidhan
and I would suggest your meeting him if you have not done so
already. All the advice that I would give you just now is that
you should be patient and watch the progress of the campaign
against untouchability, giving the reformers all the help they may
need, and you can anticipate their need by carrying on social re-
formation of a concentrated character amongst the Harijans and
preparing a statement giving accurately a list of all the social and
other disabilities that they may be suffering from. I would like

I G. K. Devdhar
28. G. Vaze, Editor of Servant of India
3 Vide p. 74.
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such a statement myself and also like you to prepare an accurate
census of all the Harijans according to the sub-divisions. It will
be of great help to me in guiding you in so far as you may need
my guidance.

Yours  sincerely,

Syr. Rasik Lar Biswas, B.A., B.L.
SECRETARY

ALL-INDIA DEPRESSED CLASSES FEDERATION
CaALcuTTA

From a microfilm: S.N. 18946

94. LETTER TO DR. B. C. ROY

Fanuary 17, 1933
DEAR DR. BIDHAN,

I enclose herewith a letter from Sjt. Rasik Lal Biswas. I have
advised him to see you. Do please invite him to see you.

What is this agitation against the Yeravda Pact? I would
like you to give me the inwardness of the opposition. How can
there be any injustice in the Pact, simply because of reservation of
more seats for Harijans than had been provided in the British
Government decision ? Are they not also Hindus? Was there not
always the cry on our part that the Harijans could take as many
seats as they liked, even cent per cent? This opposition, if it is
popular, is likely to estrange Harijans and to justify the fears often
expressed on their behalf as to the attitude of caste Hindus. But
you know the local situation infinitely better than I do. You
will correct me if I have erred in putting the argument. I have
given no public reply, because I felt that any reply from me at
the present stage might increase the resentment of the Harijans.
In any case, I did not want to say anything without first under-
standing the situation through you. Please guide me.

I hope Kamala and Dr. Alam are making steady progress.

Yours sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18948



95. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

Fanuary 17, 1933

CHI. NARANDAS,

Some of the developments there are such as cause me worry,
and so these days I wait for a letter from you almost every day.
This does not mean of course that you should write daily. When
there is no letter from you, I must assume, and I shall, that you
had nothing to write about. I have only explained the state of
my mind.

You will have to take the necessary step about the Giri family
even at the risk of appearing cruel. I feel all the time that it is
against their interests and those of the Ashram to let them remain.
We must realize that Mahavir is supported in his behaviour by
all of them. Chimanlal has won the confidence of Krishnamai-
yadevil! in some measure. After he has had a talk with her, call a
meeting of the committee which you have appointed there and
let it decide finally. Since the question is a serious one, it is
desirable that you alone should not take the responsibility. If you
have not already written to the people from whom Mahavir has
borrowed, do so immediately and ascertain the facts.

Sitla Sahai? may have been arrested. Write to Sarojinidevi?®

occasionally. Inquire what happened about Padma*. Keep an
eye on her monthly expenses.

Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I. Also Bapuna Patro—9: Shri
Narandas Gandhine, Pt. 11, pp. 16-7

1 Widow of Dalbahadur Giri
2 A khadi worker from U.P.
3 Wife of Sitla Sahai

4 Daughter of Sitla Sahai
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96. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

FJanuary 17, 1933
CHI. NARANDAS,

These days I write to you almost daily. I got today both
your weekly mail and the letters despatched on the 15th. I
don’t remember what I wrote to Madhavlal. It did not seem
necessary to me to consult you about the matter. If you wish,
however, you may write to him and tell him that, instead of
asking me for an explanation, he should write to you directly.

What do you mean when you say that the mill will start
working soon? Do you mean the ordinary hand-mill of stone?
If you have decided to revive it, I assume that you must have
taken all the factors into consideration. I hope you did not think
from any of my letters that I wished it to be done. Personally
I believe that we shall not be able to revive it now. We do not
even get good hand-mills now. It is easy and cheap to get grain
ground in flour-mills. I think it will be difficult to give up
the practice. But we can grind small quantities of grain in
the Ashram with our own mills or with American hand-mills. If
such a mill is of a good quality, it never gives trouble. When
any of its parts get worn out, they can be replaced.

Generally I take two pounds of milk daily. I have to reduce
it to one pound once every week.

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I. Also Bapuna Patro—9: Shri
Narandas Gandhine, Pt. I1, p. 17

97. LETTER TO RUKMINIDEVI BAZA¥

Fanuary 17, 1933
CHI. RUKMINT!,

Your letters are becoming increasingly dull. I would not be
surprised if in time you begin to write as Chhotelalji does. Some-
times his letters come to me in this form:

“BAPU,

Regards from
CHHOTELAL”

I Daughter of Maganlal Gandhi and wife of Benarsilal Bazaj
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Probably I should fill in whatever I wish and I need not (so
that I may not have to) take the trouble of reading it at all.

Blessings from
Baru

From Gujarati: C.W. 9644. Courtesy: Benarsilal Bazaj

98. LETTER TO A COLLEGE STUDENT
Fanuary 17, 1933

It is not correct to say that I am a champion of mixed marria-
ges. It can be said that I do not oppose such marriages. There
is a difference between the two statements. The statement that I
am a champion of mixed marriages or even that I am not opposed
to them is likely to give rise to some misunderstanding in so far
as your idea of a mixed marriage is different from mine. Today
we hardly come across any true Brahmins or true Shudras.
Therefore what you do not regard as a mixed marriage is likely
to be one and what, if I accepted the popular parlance, would
be a mixed marriage may not actually be such. For instance, if
a so-called Shudra girl possessing the qualities of a Brahmin
girl marries a real Brahmin I would not call it a mixed marriage,
whereas you would regard it as such. On the other hand, if a
so-called Brahmin boy with the qualities of a Shudra marries a
so-called Shudra girl with Brahmin-like qualities it would be a
mixed marriage in my view. You would also regard it as one.
Both of us will, however, do it for different reasons.

You should understand from this that I never reject a scienti-
fic truth that has been established. But you should also note that
in [the realm of] science what has come to be accepted as truth
today is not unlikely to be proved as untruth tomorrow. Sciences
founded on deduction are always bound to suffer this basic imper-
fection. We cannot therefore regard it as an absolute truth. I
think I understand and also believe in varnashramadharma. But
you and I seem to understand the purport of varnashramadharma
in different ways.!

In spite of saying all this I ought to caution you that if
you propose to consider the question of untouchability in a scienti-
fic way you should understand that interdining and mixed mar-
riage have nothing to do with the question, and you should act

IFor discussion, vide Appendix III.
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accordingly. As for me today I am living, but tomorrow I may
not be there, but this problem is certainly going to be there even
after me. At the moment I am not at all canvassing for interdining
and mixed marriage. We shall see about it when I start advocat-
ing them. It is neither scientific nor moral to condemn, because
of faults you find in me, the noble work that I happen to be
doing.
[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. I1I, p. 61

99. LETTER TO INDRA VIDYALANKAR
Fanuary 17, 1933

CHI. INDRA,

I have your letter. I can never suggest from here that Ganeshi-
lal or anyone else may be admitted into the Sangh. I have no
acquaintance with him. I am aware of the distressing fact that
there are five or six divisions among the Harijans. This is a reflec-
tion of our own deeds. Has anyone anywhere published a list of
the temples and wells that have been thrown open to Harijans?

Blessings from
MoHANDAS

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 7205. Also C.W. 4863. Courtesy:
Chandragupta Vidyalankar

100. LETTER TO CHAND TYAGI
Fanuary 17, 1933

BHAI CHAND TYAGI,

I have your letter. I spend almost the whole day under the
sky and in the sun. The finger is all right. My diet consists of
milk, dates, oranges and, when available, papaya. Mirabehn is in
the Bombay jail. The observance of physical as well as mental
brahmacharya is made possible by keeping both body and mind
under control.

Chhaganlal Joshi too is with me. We are all doing well.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 3261



101. A NOTE ON THE PROPOSED INTRODUCTION OF
HAND-SPINNING IN YERAVDA CENTRAL PRISON!

Fanuary 18, 1933

1 1b. of carded cotton yields 840 yards of yarn of 1 count, i.e.,

b s s s . 5, 8400 yards of yarn of 10 counts.

An average good spinner spins at least 150 yards per hour

of 10 counts. Therefore in 6 working hours he will spin 900

yards—4.14 tolas. Therefore 9 such men will spin 1 1b. of yarn
per day.

At the rate of 3 as. per 1b. of 10 [count] yarn as the ordinary
wage of a spinner, 9 men will earn 3 as. a day, i.e., 1/3 ofan anna
each. At the present moment at least 1000 C. D. prisoners in this
jail are not producing even half of this small amount of wealth.
In other words there is a dead waste of at least Rs. 10 per day
in the Yeravda Central Prison.

The outlay required for producing the yarn is 120 Ib. of
cotton per day. It is likely that it will not be necessary to supply
spinning-wheels to all these spinners. I am unable to say off-hand
how many will have their own spinning-wheels. But that will
need to be ascertained.

Notke. I have given the lowest possible estimates so as to err
on the safest side. It may also be stated that it is possible to do
the spinning through the fakli, the easiest and the cheapest me-
thod, but the output would be 1/3 compared to the wheel. I
suggest that the beginning should be made at once with those who
volunteer to do the spinning and who can produce their own
spinning-wheels.

There remains now the question as to what to do with the
yarn. Yarn of 10 counts can be utilized to weave coarse cloth or
the yarn as it is produced can be sold without the slightest diffi-
culty. I have made no reference in this note to carding. The
usual estimate is that one carding-bow can supply ten spinners
with carded cotton. The processes to be gone through before
spinning is begun are carding and sliver-making in which last is
the simplest.

If further particulars are required I will gladly supply them.
1 Vide also “Letter to E. E. Doyle”, pp. 62-3.
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I have here confined myself only to the commercial aspect
and made no reference to those with whom spinning is a part
of daily sacrifice. I think that for such the permission should be
granted at once, in view of the fact that it is being done in
several prisons.

M. K. GanNpHI
Government of Bombay, Home Department, I. G. P. File No. 10

102. TELEGRAM TO “THE HINDU”
Fanuary 18, 1933

WHAT PURPORTS TO BE AN INTERVIEW! WITH YOUR POONA
CORRESPONDENT AND PUBLISHED IN THE DAK EDITION OF THE
SIXTEENTH IS GROSS DISTORTION OF A CONVERSATION WHICH
I HAD SPECIALLY WARNED YOUR CORRESPONDENT AGAINST
PUBLISHING. I TOLD HIM I WAS UNPREPARED TO GIVE HIM
ANYTHING FOR  PUBLICATION. I HAVE ALSO WARNED ALL
PRESS CORRESPONDENTS NOT TO PUBLISH ANYTHING WITHOUT
FIRST SHOWING ME THE TEXT THEREOF.2

The Hindu, 19-1-1933

103. TELEGRAM TO §. SALIVATI

Fanuary 18, 1933

YOUR REPORT OF INTERVIEW BADLY DISTORTED. GREATLY
PAINED AT BREACH OF TRUST IN PUBLISHING IT. DAMAGE
ALREADY DONE.
[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, pp. 68-9

1 Tt appeared in The Hindu, 16-1-1933; vide Appendix IV.

2 In reply, the Editor of The Hindu apologized as follows: “We gladly pub-
lish Mahatmaji’s contradiction and deeply regret that an unauthorized and
incorrect report of a talk with him should have obtained publication’.



104. LETTER TO R. P. AGNIHOTRI
Fanuary 18, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter enclosing a copy of your letter to the Muni-
cipal Committee of Jubbulpore. Without knowing the condition
of the Harijans it is impossible for me from here to say whether
the suggestions made therein are proper and feasible. Workers
should generally take care that in advising Harijans they do not
raise false or impossible hopes. Anti-untouchability workers are
expected more to do some tangible service themselves rather than
promote petitions, etc. In the first instance, local bodies are to be
expected to do their duty and when they manifestly fail to do so,
public agitation undoubtedly becomes a necessity.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. R. P. AGNIHOTRI
SECRETARY, ANTI-UNTOUCHABILITY LEAGUE
JUBBULPORE

From a microfilm: S.N. 18962

105. LETTER TO C. NARAYANA MENON
Fanuary 18, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

Do you mean to suggest that in Malabar the public temples
do not belong to the Hindus who have the right of worship
there? Will you contend that even when the temple was first
built, it was not the property of Hindus although Hindus subs-
cribed to the cost of building it? And if that was so, then the
trustees would not be trustees, but they would be absolute owners.
There are thousands of such temples owned by private persons. A
public temple is so called only because it is public property;
that is to say, the property of those members of the public at
whose instance and with whose money and on whose behalf the
temple was built. Do you think that the multitude of people who
give donations daily have no right whatsoever to the temple to
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which they give donations? Of course you may say that the right
does not include authority to change the character or quality of
those who are entitled to offer worship. If you do so, you will
simply beg the question. For the contention of the reformers is
that the so-called Harijans are only so called, and that they
should never have been excluded from rights enjoyed by any
other members of the Hindu family, provided that they conform
to the regulations as to cleanliness and the like.

The purity of the temples themselves is irrelevant to the pre-
sent discussion. You don’t want to say that if a temple has
dancing girls and swindling Brahmins, it should be opened to
Harijans, and not if the Brahmins cease to swindle and the girls
cease to dance in those temples?

Do indeed see Malaviyaji, if he can give you a few moments,
and Dr. Bhagwandas. He certainly has more leisure than
Malaviyaji.

About my fast you need have no fear.

Yours sincerely,

Syr. C. NARAYANA MENON, M.A., PH.D.
Benares Hinpu UNIVERSITY
BENARES

From a microfilm: S.N. 18963

106. LETTER TO HRIDAY NATH KUNZRU
Fanuary 18, 1933

MY DEAR HARIJI,

Here is a letter for you to read and deal with. I have
simply asked the writer to see you. Is there any truth in the
charge that all the Harijan candidates were unsuccessful at the
municipal election?

Yours sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18964



107. LETTER TO G. B. NIRANTAR

FJanuary 18, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. You and your pupils, 15 in all, can come
on 23rd instant, at 2 p.m.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. G. B. NIRANTAR
TEACHER

SeEvAa SapanNn Hicu ScrHooL
Poona CiTy

From a microfilm: S.N. 18965

108. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
Fanuary 18, 1933

MY DEAR AMTUSSALAAM,

I must hurry on to write to you. Therefore this English
letter. I would like you to make up your mind quickly as to
the treatment to be followed. My advice is, if you get a doctor
there who would take real interest in you, you should give him
the fullest chance by obeying all his instructions and doing as he
bids. That is to say, you should do as Veenabehn advises you.
There should be no time wasted in simply making a decision. You
should be in the hospital and take what medicine or injection is
given to you and undergo the operation that may be needed.
Do not think of the removal of the womb unless the doctor says
so. Never mind the letter written to Dr. Sharma. You yourself
say that he cannot cure piles. After you are well you shall come
and see me.

Love. God may keep you well.!

Yours,
Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 272

1 This sentence is in Urdu.
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109. LETTER TO N!
January 18, 1933

MY DEAR N.,

I have your two interesting and instructive letters. It is very
great work you are doing, and if the young men who have respond-
ed to your call remain steadfast and do not give in after the first
flush of enthusiasm is exhausted, the street-cleaning you are doing
must prove infectious and it would be a great advance towards the
removal of untouchability. I am therefore surprised that anybody
should cavil at the work itself or take exception to the fact that
you, who have become an Indian by adoption and by right of
love, should have taken the lead, and if anybody thinks that I
would not have advised such work if I was out, he is wholly mis-
taken. I have personally undertaken such work before now, both
publicly and privately, and the cleaning of Harijan quarters that
was done all over India on the 18th ultimo was due to the sugges-
tion made by me and heartily taken up by the Servants of Untouch-
ables Society. You are at liberty to make public use of this letter.

I did think from the language of your previous letter that you
had fasted all the days that I was fasting. I am glad therefore
of the correction you have made.

As you know, I am deeply interested in the question of scienti-
fic or (which is the same thing) hygienic and spiritual dietary.
Tell me therefore more about your diet. Give me the actual
things you take and the quantities, and how far you have been on
this diet. As you seem to have read practically everything I have
ever written, perhaps you are aware that I have lived on fruits
and nuts for over six years, that I have gone without milk for
over nine years, and it has been the most disappointing thing for
me to have been obliged to take even goat’s milk. I know of no
one of my acquaintance who has been able to do hard physical
work as also hard mental work, as you seem to be doing, merely on
fruits and vegetables; that means, no protein, no starch and no fat
of any kind. The two letters before me whet my appetite for see-

I An American woman who later stayed at the Sabarmati Ashram for
some time; the name in this and the subsequent items, however, has been
omitted.
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LETTER TO FULCHAND SHAH 85

ing you face to face and understanding you more than I do. I
confess that I am very stupid and I don’t and I can’t understand
people merely through their correspondence. To know them I
need to look at them and talk to them, and you have written so
much to me about yourself that I do want to know you if I can.
But at the same time I don’t want you to come here at the sacri-
fice of the great work you are doing there. You should come only
when you can be spared for a few days from your work.

Yours sincerely,

From a photostat: S.N. 18966

110. LETTER TO BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Fanuary 18, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter of the 12th instant. I shall thank
you if you will enlighten me about the facts and conditions
prevailing in the Province of Bengal which require a re-consider-
ation of the Yeravda Pact.!

Yours sincerely,

THE JoinT HoNY. SECRETARY
BriTisu INDIAN ASSOCIATION
18 BriTisu INDIAN ST.
CaLcuTTA

From a microfilm: S.N. 18967

111. LETTER TO FULCHAND SHAH

Fanuary 18, 1933

You are carrying on spinning? whereas we are arguing with
the Shastris, some of whom are being sulky. They have been pour-
ing abuses on me. They discover weaknesses in me of which till now
I was unaware. My words are interpreted in strange ways and by
such means the victory of sanatana dharma is declared with beat
of drums. We laugh at all this, knowing that there is no real
strength behind it. If there were real strength behind it, and also

1 Vide also “‘Letter to Ramananda Chatterjee”, p. 99.
21In Visapur Jail
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public opinion, then it would be not an occasion for laughter,
but one for weeping; then one could not help but weep. This
movement of the so-called sanatanists suggests that the founda-
tion of untouchability is tottering and the structure will shortly
tumble down.

[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, p. 69

112. LETTER TO VAMANBUWA BRAHMACHARI

Fanuary 18, 1933
SHRI BRAHMACHARIJI,

Your letter. I can see you on the 25th instant at 2 o’clock
and shall reserve one hour for you. I shall not give this time to
anyone else. But according to my vow I regard it a duty to ans-
wer your doubts.

(1) I agree with all that you say in the first question but
there is the difference of interpretation which is almost impossible
to explain through correspondence. All human beings are like
blind men but all the devotees of truth are partially right in the
same way that the seven blind men were right on their part in
giving varying descriptions of the elephant on each touching
different parts of its anatomy.

(2) Untouchability as practised today is found nowhere in
the Shastras. This is the impression I have gathered on hearing
what many Shastris say.

(3) Everything can be found in the Gita. According to the
change of place, time and circumstances, conduct as prescribed
by the principle can change but never the principle itself.

(4) This too is a fact that we have degenerated and conti-
nue to do so because of failure in observing dharma.

(5) What you say is not true.?

(6) In no way do I regard myselfas more learned and wiser
than anyone else.

I The addressee had asked whether Gandhiji had faith in the Vedas,
whether he accepted their traditional interpretation or he had his own ori-
ginal interpretation.

2The addressee had stated that the Government was creating internal

disunity in the country by allowing Gandhiji, even while in jail, to work for
the removal of untouchability.
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(7) I have never taken such a vow! as you think I have.

(8) I do not appreciate the extreme rules of purification
and so on.

(9) The observation that things follow their natural bent
should be regarded as quite correct.

(10) Intermarriage and interdining have no connection with
untouchability. They are totally different; read what I have
said on this subject. Certain people, because of their hostile atti-
tude, grossly misinterpret it.

(I1) The idea of founding a new religion has never occurred
to me even in a dream.

(12) It is perfectly right that the politics which does not
serve to protect dharma deserves to be wholly disregarded.

(13) I cannot either give up or take up fasting.

(14) What you say is almost correct.?

(15) I have firm faith in the worthiness of the object for
which I am thinking of a ‘referendum’.

(16) I hold courteous dialogue with whosoever wants to
talk to me, whether he is small or big. What more can I do?

Yours,
Mouanpas GANDHI

From a microfilm of the Hindi: S.N. 18956

113. INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS

Fanuary 18, 1933

When his attention was drawn to the report of an interview3 between
him and its correspondent appearing in a Madras paper Gandhiji said:

I had decided not to express any opinion on the proposal that
a committee should be appointed to gauge opinion in respect of
temple-entry, because I did not attach any importance to the
proposal. But now that mention has been made, I can unhesi-
tatingly say that the appointment of such a committee would be

1 Of winning swaraj within a year or removing untouchability within
six months

2 The addressee had referred to the dehumanizing effects of the Western
industrial civilization.

3 Vide Appendix IV. For Gandhiji’s contradiction, vide ‘““Telegram to The
Hindu”, p. 80.
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a most unfortunate thing. I do not believe that the Govern-
ment can ever endorse such a proposal.

The report stated that Mr. Gandhi said that he had decided to express
his views on the proposal and that if the Viceroy refused sanction to the intro-
duction of Dr. Subbaroyan’s Bill, he (Mr. Gandhi) would resist it with his
life. While characterizing the report as a misrepresentation of a conversation
never intended for publication, Mr. Gandhi said that he never told the cor-
respondent that he had decided to express his views on the proposal for a
committee. On the contrary, he had decided not to do so.

Explaining why the appointment of a committee would be most unfortu-
nate, Mr. Gandhi said that Dr. Subbaroyan’s Bill was thoroughly inoffensive.
It not only did not seek interference with religion, but was intended to sound
the religious feelings of the people concerned. There was no question of
sanctioning any law; the only thing the Viceroy was requested to do was to
give his formal consent to the introduction of the Bill, which was the result
of the unanimous vote of the Madras Council.

Mr. Gandhi expressed surprise regarding the second part of the inter-
view attributed to him, and said that he had no recollection whatsoever of
having said that if the Viceroy refused to sanction, he would resist it with his
life. He had no such settled plan before him, and if he had, he was not in
the habit of making premature announcements to the public and that, even
before bringing such an important decision to the notice of the authorities
concerned. Indeed, he could say emphatically that he himself did not know
what he would do if permission was withheld.

But I know it to be a terrific ordeal for me, if the progress of
reform was interfered with by the refusal of sanction to the intro-
duction of a measure indispensable for the growth of religious
freedom.

The Hindu, 19-1-1933

114. LETTER TO MIRABEHN
Fanuary 19, 1933

CHI. MIRA,

This is just after the morning prayer Thursday. Vallabhbhai
and I are waiting for the hot water for honey.

I have your letter before me. Of course I wrote last week
as usual on Thursday after the morning prayer. If the letter
was for any reason detained by the Superintendent there, he
would have at least informed you of the fact so as to spare you
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the anxiety of imagining all sorts of evil. I brought the matter to
the notice of Major Bhandari and he promised to inquire. The
letter was duly posted at this end. It may be, however, that the
letter was withheld because, for the first time so far as I can recall,
I sent you with my letter, letters of welfare from Madeleine
Rolland, Andrews and copy of my letter to Madame Rolland. I
sent also a very beautiful picture-card containing the Virgin and
the divine babe. I should be surprised if the letter was withheld
for that reason and even then why the letter itself. I therefore
imagine that it has been waylaid during transit. Anyway I am
inquiring at this end and you may at yours. For me that card
was the greatest treasure with Aristarchie’s inscription at the back.

And from this incident learn the lesson that even if such a
mishap occurs again feel assured that I have written as usual
even though I may not have got your weekly message and that
the mishap must be due to causes beyond my control. If I got ill
and could not write or if I was prevented for any other cause,
you should be duly informed that no letter was sent during that
week. In other words do not imagine causes but wait patiently
for the knowledge if it is to come and in any case never imagine
the worst.  Since God is a God of mercy, if we must imagine, it is
best to imagine the best. Of course, a votary of the Gita never
imagines anything. Good and bad are after all relative terms. He
takes note of things as they happen and reacts naturally to them,
fulfilling his part as if propelled by the Great Mechanic, even as
a piece of machine in good order responds automatically to the
call of the machinist. It is the most difficult thing for an intelli-
gent being to be like a machine. And yet, if one is to become a
zero, that is precisely what one desiring perfection has to become.
The vital difference between the machine and the man is that the
machine is inert, the man is all life and consciously becomes
like a machine in the hands of the Master Mechanic. Krishna
says in so many words that God moves all beings as if they were
parts of a machine.!

You see I have written this with the right hand. I notice
that the left too requires rest from even the little writing it does.
It is probable that the pain in the elbows has something to do
with outward fatigue caused by writing or spinning or both. It has
certainly not yielded to the saltless, and how should it if the
cause is not organic? It produces immediate effect in you, because
with you the cause is organic. I have no rheumatism. If there

1 Vide Bhagavad Gita, xvi. 61.
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was any, I should not fail to know it. Anyway the saltless diet
still continues. And I showed yesterday an increase of one 1b. It
is therefore now 104 lb.

You should, if you can, discover the cause of your giddiness.
Have you discussed it with the medical officer there? You ought
not [to] feel giddy at the end of your walk. You should feel re-
freshed. It is often a good thing to dash cold water on the face
and even the head before starting the walk and sip cold water
during the walk on the slightest warning of approaching giddi-
ness. Even stopping for a moment to take deep breath avoids
it. These are all bits out of my own experience.

I note what you say about your reading. The Mahabharat is
a good programme. You ought to be a good Hindi scholar when
you have finished reading the unabridged Hindi translation with-
out missing the meaning of a single word. That means a great feat.
But I know there is nothing that can defeat love.

If you are allowed to drop a postcard to acknowledge this
and if it is delivered on receipt, drop me a postcard.

Love from us all.

Baru

From the original: C.W. 6259. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9725

115, LETTER TO KALISHANKAR CHAKRAVARTI
Fanuary 19, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have gone through your printed letter very carefully. You
don’t expect me to argue out my position. My argument is to
be found in my writings. Therefore, to you I can only say I have
been endeavouring to follow the light that God gives me, and
whatever I have written at any time, I have believed and have
meant fully. Where you find contradictions in my writings, I
find nothing but a due fulfilment or elaboration of a previous
position. But I am not so much concerned with showing consis-
tency in my writings as with stating that I have given to the read-
ers the truth as I have known it at the time of writing. I however
heartily endorse your fear that whatever I have said believing
it to be true may after all be found to have been a vast error. But
I take comfort (very poor, you may say) in the thought that
it is a possibility common, without exception, to the whole of man-
kind. But you will perhaps agree that so long as I do not see the
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error of my ways myself I would be cowardly and disloyal to the
truth I worship if I fail to act up to my conviction.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. KALISHANKAR CHAKRAVARTI
JyotI
CHITTAGONG

From a microfilm: S.N. 18971

116. LETTER T0 G. D. BIRLA
Fanuary 19, 1933

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDAS,

I have your letter of 14th instant. I had a prolonged con-
versation with Syts. Deodhar and Vaze vyesterday regarding
the English edition!, and as a result I have telegraphed to
Amritlal Thakkar to send Shastri? at once if he could be spared.
Vaze tells me that Shastri is the fittest man for doing the editorial
work. He himself will help but cannot be completely identified
with the paper. I can appreciate his reason. But both told me
that though Shastri had applied to the Society for admission as
a probationer, the Society would have no objection to Shastri
taking up the editorial responsibility. Of course, so long as Maha-
dev and I have the time, the columns will be filled by us, and
Shastri will carry out instructions, and in time to come write ori-
ginal articles himself.

I wonder when the Hindi edition will be out.3

Yours sincerely,
Baru

From a copy: C.W. 7921. Courtesy: G. D. Birla. Also S.N. 18970

U Harijan
2R. V. Shastri
3 The first issue of Harijan Sevak appeared on February 23, 1933.



117. LETTER TO AMULYA DHAN RAY
Fanuary 19, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,
I have your letter. I have read as you have about the
movement in Bengal for the revision of the Yeravda Pact. I can
assure you that I have found no reason whatsoever to revise my
own attitude. You need not be anxious, for I am convinced that
that Pact cannot be revised without the unanimous consent of all
the parties concerned.
Yours sincerely,
Syr. AMurLya DuAN RAy, M.L.C.

JEssorE TownN
BeEncAL

From a microfilm: S.N. 18972

118. LETTER TO NARASIMHAN!
Fanuary 19, 1933

Oh vyes, it is necessary for you to write to me, although P and
L? write to me. They cannot tell me what you can if you choose
to write. There is always an individuality about letters when they
are written with a will. You know or ought to know that letter-
writing is an art. It can come to everyone who writes naturally
and to the point. You should try to acquire this art.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

1 Son of C. Rajagopalachari
2 Papa and Lakshmi, daughters of C. Rajagopalachari
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119. LETTER TO KIKABHAI WAGHELA
Fanuary 19, 1933

BHAI KIKABHAI,

I got your letter. Please do not be impatient. I will do the
best I can. I did not wish to deceive people by using the word
‘Harijan’. Since the word Dhed and others like that in common
use are not proper, I accepted the word ‘Harijan’ at the request
of one or two Antyaja friends. You may rest assured that I am ready
to lay down my life in order to wipe out this blot. Though the
Harijans are despised today, they will soon become respected.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 87

120. LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR
Fanuary 19, 1933

BHAI THAKKAR BAPA,

Read the accompanying cutting carefully and then write to
me giving me your views. If we have made a mistake anywhere,
we will admit it. If the fast resulted in coercion on anybody
but secured justice, we need not think about the matter. But
we should certainly think if it has resulted in injustice. The
article has had no effect on me. Is this mere agitation or is there
anything serious behind it? If it is only agitation, what is the
motive ?

Baru

[PS.]

I have just received your wire regarding Shastri. I shall await
your letter. I had sent the wire yesterday in the presence of Deo-
dhar and Vaze. The latter had offered volunteers on the under-
standing that they would not participate directly.

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1104
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121. LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR
Fanuary 19, 1933

BHAI THAKKAR BAPA,

After I had written a letter to you [today], I got your letter
of the 16th. Hence this second letter.

I have already written to you regarding Ahmedabad. Our
letters crossed each other.

Karsandas had written to me about Gokhale’s death anni-
versary. I do not at all wish to cheapen Gokhale’s name. The
country is not ready yet to celebrate the 19th! in a manner be-
fitting his greatness. History will appreciate the purity of his cha-
racter and the greatness of his services. I don’t think they will be
appreciated in our lifetime. I don’t mind ‘‘Anti-untouchability
Days being celebrated independently. This is my firm view.
Don’t you think it is based on very good reasons?

The Sangh has not yet reached its destination. On the con-
trary, several swords are hanging over it. Rajaji, of course, is hold-
ing an umbrella over it, but it is the Sangh’s lot to pass through
an ordeal just now. So what can an umbrella avail? However, you
may consult Hariji and other principal fighters. If they agree, you
may proceed further, otherwise bury Rajaji’s letter deep under
the ground. I had passed on to Ghanshyamdas the letter which
I had received from him. He is not particular about the name. If
I wish, he would agree to change it. Personally I do wish [that it
should be]. But time is all-powerful. He swallows our desires
alive, like a snake and makes even a Mahatma like me look
an alpatma®. Hence I have held my tongue. You have strong shoul-
ders. If you wish, you may take up the responsibility. As for the
name the saying is, “With great love, we name the child Hari,
and it dies in infancy.” The Sangh will not succeed or fail be-
cause of its name. It will be judged by its work. If it works in
the manner of the Yamaraj?, I have no doubt that it will swallow
the demon of untouchability alive.

1 Gokhale died on February 19, 1915.
2 Literally, ‘a little soul’
3 Lord of Death
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You are wrong. You yourself should have humorously adver-
tised the Holloway ointment. There are persons who will bear
witness to its efficacy. If you do not like doing it or have no time,
forget about it.

I have got some free time and so could indulge in this bit of
light talk.

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1105

122. LETTER TO MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA
January 20, 1933

I have seen your statement convening a Conference of sana-
tanists!. I had purposely refrained from worrying you over the
question of temple-entry. Much as I stood in need of your invalu-
able assistance, I knew that you were preoccupied with matters
of the highest moment, and I felt that the least I could do, as
also the most that was possible, was deliberately to forgo that assis-
tance. Friends in Kerala pressed me to ask you to go to their
rescue. I refused to do so, and I warned them against troubling
you. But now I see that you have yourself taken the initiative and
a tremendous responsibility. I hope and pray that great good will
come out of the Conference.

I wish that it had been possible for us to meet before the
Conference, or that we had exchanged ideas before you pro-
pounded your suggestions about temple-entry. I feel, however,
that I should submit to you my own position.

If the Bombay Meeting, during and immediately after the fast
week?, that passed the resolution was representative of Hindu
India, it is up to every Hindu to make good that resolution in
its fulness. That resolution, as you know, has definite reference
to temple-entry. It prescribes no conditions. The whole trend of
the resolution is that temple-entry and the use of public institu-
tions by Harijans on the same terms as the other Hindus is a
debt long overdue by caste Hindus. I feel that it would be wrong,
if not a manifest breach of faith, to import any conditions specially
applicable to Harijans. Naturally, Harijans would be expected to

1 At Ahmedabad on January 25. For Madan Mohan Malaviya’s state-
ment, vide Appendix V.

2 From September 20 to 26, 1932
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conform to the conditions that are implied in Hinduism and have
to be observed by everyone who enters temples. But that is a
different thing from laying down special conditions to be ob-
served by Harijans by way of penance. Most of the things that
are included in your suggestions can be enunciated in a different
and perfectly harmless manner, that is to say, by saying that it
is the right of Harijans to enter all public temples under the same
conditions that are applicable to all Hindus, irrespective of their
caste or status, that is to say, (here may be described these general
conditions, such as, daily bath, recitation of Dwadash! or other
mantras, abstention from carrion or beef, intoxicating drinks, if the
latter abstention is enjoined in any of the current Smritis and
Puranas).

From all the discussions that I had with the Shastris who
favour the present movement and who are hostile to it, I have
gathered that there is no warrant whatsoever for untouchability
as we now know it. There is perfect confusion as to whom, of
all the people classified as untouchables in the census books, the
verses oft-quoted apply. Untouchability by birth seems to be
utterly non-existent. There is no proof whatsoever to show that
any single one of the untouchables so classed is the progeny of a
Brahmin woman through a Shudra man or that he is a descendant
of such a union. I would, therefore, beg of you not to surrender
on the matter of principle. I would far rather that the refor-
mers were left to plough the lonely furrow than that they should
be called upon to lend themselves to an unworthy surrender. The
surrender, in my opinion, of the highest type I have suggested
in my compromise proposal, where the most delicate suscepti-
bilities of a minority, however small it may be, have been taken
into consideration. Even that has cost me much criticism, but
I am unaffected by it, because, in my opinion, it is perfectly
honourable and satisfies all sincere and religious-minded refor-
mers and dissenters.

If T am obscure, you will, I know and hope, use the wire freely.

I am most anxious that God may make you the instrument
of purifying Hinduism and keeping faith with the Harijans.

Harijan, 18-2-1933 Also C.W. 7922a. Courtesy: G. D. Birla.
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123. LETTER TO S. SALIVATI
January 20, 1933

MY DEAR SALIVATI,

I had your telegram and your letter!, for which I thank
you.

I think that your letter seems completely exonerative. But
I would have preferred to have seen the copy of your original
despatch. In any case, I never questioned the goodness of your
motive.

Yours  sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18978

124. LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA

January 20, 1933
DEAR SATISBABOO,

Have you at all interested yourself in the opposition that is
being raised in Bengal against the Yeravda Pact, and can you
tell me what is at the back of it?

I hope you received my previous letter and that you are
keeping well.

Yours  sincerely,
From a microfilm: S.N. 18980

125. LETTER TO S. G. VARE

January 20, 1933
MY DEAR VAZE,

I have a telegram from Sjt. Thakkar telling me that Shastri
is not available yet for two weeks. He is following up his wire with
a letter which will give me more information.

! Dated January 18, explaining how his original despatch was muti-
lated in transmission
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I have the estimate for which many thanks.

Tell me, if you can, what preliminaries have to be gone
through before the paper can be brought out, and what notice
will the Arya Bhushan Press require to bring out the first issue.
Could you let me have a copy of the latest Press Act? Do you
get the permission at once and for the asking for the publication
of a non-political paper? Is the filing of a security a sine qua
non? If it is, what form does the security take? Besides the names
of the printer and the publisher, is it necessary to announce the
name of the editor, and if it is, is he to file a declaration?

In the estimate before me, the cost of wrappers has not been
given. Is the Reay Paper Mill situated in Poona? Is this Padam-
jee’s Mill? Padamjee has always supplied me with paper for
Young India and Navajivan. Has the Arya Bhushan Press Gujarati
type?

Will you also prepare for me an estimate giving me the cost
of the staff and other incidental expenses?

Yours  sincerely.

From a microfilm: S.N. 18981

126. LETTER TO MOTILAL ROY
January 20, 1933

DEAR MOTI BABOO,
I have your telegram about Malaviyaji’s Conference. I am
not so enthusiastic as you are. Let’s however wait, watch and

pray.

Yours sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18982



127. LETTER TO RAMANANDA CHATTERJEE
Fanuary 20, 1933

DEAR RAMANAND BABOO! N

This letter is not for publication.

This sudden opposition in Bengal against the Yeravda Pact
comes upon me as a painful surprise. The Secretary of the British
Indian Association has sent me the text of the Resolution in
which, among other things, an appeal is made to me to assist in
revising the Pact in so far as Bengal is concerned.? I have re-
frained from taking any part in the public discussion of the ques-
tion, because I do not want to make confusion worse confounded,
or to give an opinion on a matter on which I am not sufficiently
informed. I therefore seek your assistance and guidance in en-
abling me to form a judgment. Two Harijan friends from Bengal,
dreading that I might weaken, have asked me what I think about
the opposition, and I have told them that I have not altered
my opinion and that the Pact could not be changed without the
unanimous consent of all the parties concerned.

My own position is that Harijans cannot be given too much
by caste Hindus. It is my confirmed opinion that if all the seats
available to Hindus were taken by Harijans and other depressed
classes, the so-called superior castes will not only lose nothing,
but will gain by the sacrifice, if such it may be called.

Taking this into consideration, please tell me whether you
share the views of the opposition, and if you do, on what
grounds, and why those grounds were not at least urged at the
Conference in Bombay by any one of the Bengal representatives.

You hardly need my assurance that I would be grateful to you
for your frank opinion, even though it may be against the Pact.
I have no other end in life to serve but that of truth. It is there-
fore never too late for me to mend an error, of which the convic-
tion has gone home to me.

Yours  sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18983

1 Editor, Modern Review
2 Vide ““Letter to British Indian Association”, p. 85.
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128. LETTER TO V. M. NAWLE
Fanuary 20, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter of 17th instant. I never had your letter
regarding Sjt. Vaidya’s letter nor Mr. Seymer Stone’s. If you
have kept a copy, please let me have it, as also your explanation
about Sjt. Vaidya.

It is a most difficult thing for me to spare you one hour just
now. You should first reduce to writing exactly what your for-
mulal is. It does not matter whether your English is good or bad.
You may even write to me in Marathi. I shall have no difficulty
in following it, if the writing is legible.

Yours  sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18983a

129. LETTER TO L. R. PANGARKAR
January 20, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter. You have started with an error
and ended with an error. I have gathered round me no one
but God. I would like you to name those whom you have in
mind. Who do you think could be with me fifty years ago,
when the truth first dawned on me that untouchability as prac-
tised today is a sin, and do you know that at that age I was
forlorn unlike all the other school boys?

What authority have you to say that 90% caste Hindus are
against temple-entry, and supposing that they are, and supposing
further that they are actually in error, why should it be suicidal
for me to fight that error even though I was alone?

The untouchability question was taken up by the Congress
in 1920 as an integral part of its programme. I have no know-
ledge that from that day onward the Congress began to dwindle

down in popular favour.

1 A proposal, described by the addressee as “‘new and unique path” to
temple-entry; vide also ‘‘Letter to V. M, Nawle”, p. 28.
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I claim to know something of the saints of Maharashtra whom
you have named. They have taught me a lesson quite diffe-
rent from the one you have learnt. This is no new experience.
People learn from the Gods not what the latter would teach
them but what they want to learn. If you are really an admi-
rer of my work, you will at least do me the favour of studying
what I am doing before judging me, and if you will do so, you
will soon discover that I am out not to destroy varnashramadharma,
but to destroy the excess of it which is the present-day untouch-
ability, so that varnashramadharma may be revived in all its
purity.

Yours sincerely,

Syr. L. R. PANGARKAR
Nasik Crty

From a microfilm: S.N. 20061

130. LETTER TO M. R. JAYAKAR

January 20, 1933
DEAR MR. JAYAKAR,

From all the accounts that I have received, I understand that
you have returned this time with very great benefit to your health.
I hope that the news I have received is quite correct.

The purpose, however, of writing to you is to ask you to
guide me in the matter of the all-India Bill about untouchabi-
lity. I hope you have read my statement on it. I would appre-
ciate your opinion about it. What I would like you specially
to apply your mind to are the following points:

1. Is the Bill itself good for the purpose intended?

2. Is my argument about it correct?

3. What are the prospects of its passing?

4. Supposing that the opinion outside the Assembly is over-
whelmingly in its favour, what should be done to ensure its safe
passage through the Assembly?

If in this matter you think that you should discuss the whole
question with me before you can usefully guide me, and if you
can spare the time, do please come. You perhaps know that in
this matter you do not need to ask for any permission.

Yours sincerely,
From a microfilm: S.N. 20106



131. LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR

FJanuary 20, 1933
CHI. KAKA,

I got your two letters. I had been waiting to hear from you.
Complete the dental treatment. I am glad that you try to re-
assure me regarding Prabhudas. In fact I do wish my mind to
be at rest in the matter. What is the doctor’s explanation about
the regular bleeding from the gums? Or is it that a dentist cannot
know that? Ask Talwalkar or Kanuga if they can explain. I saw
Rohit. He must have reached Bombay now and will be under
Dr. Deshmukh’s treatment. See him.

I know Rajbhoj very little and have not been able to form
any opinion about him. We should ask some Maharashtrian
friend who knows him.

Now about the problem of freedom for Harijans to enter tem-
ples. We had a full discussion on the subject of cooked food and
I had expressed my firm opinion that this was not at all a suit-
able time to raise the issue. Nobody has so far considered it to
be a stumbling-block nor is there any proposal that Harijans
should make food offerings at all in the temples. Your suggestions

can be implemented when the issue is raised.
Blessings from

Baru
From the Gujarati original: C.W. 9491. Courtesy: D. B. Kalelkar

132. LETTER TO BHAGWANJI A. MEHTA
January 20, 1933

BHAI BHAGWAN]I,
You are a pessimist and an atheist. I am a great optimist
and a devotee of God. I, therefore, see no possibility of our
agreeing about anything. Both of us, therefore, should go our
different ways and learn in the school of experience. He who sur-

vives will know the truth a little.
Vandemataram from

MoHANDAS
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5817
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133. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

Fanuary 20, 1933
DEAR DAUGHTER AMTUSSALAAM,

You must have got the wire I sent about you. I sent a letter!
too. Your mind must not waver. Call it my order or my wish,
doing or not doing what I have said is totally in your hands.
You will give up all worry if you follow what I say. May God
grant you recovery and peace.

Blessings from
Bapu

From a photostat of the Urdu: G.N. 273

134. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

Fanuary 20, 1933
CHI. NARANDAS,

How do you find Kanhaiyalal? Has he acquired sufficient
proficiency in khadi work? Is he hard-working? Is he careful
in his work? If he has the necessary qualities, it should not be
difficult to find suitable work for him.

I hope you remember about the leather for repairing soles of
sandals. I don’t need it immediately, of course. Send it with
somebody who may be coming this way.

I suppose you have ascertained Radha’s wish. Is Prema
calm? Does she do her work? Does she take care of her health?
Sitla Sahai wrote to me saying that he had requested you to send
Rs. 30 or 35 to enable him to take Sarojinidevi and Padma to
Dehradun. I have not replied to him. You may do what seems
proper to you.

Baru
[PS.]

You will find with this letters for Keshu, Amtussalaam,
Kanhaiyalal and Santok. Read all the letters except the one to
Amtussalaam.

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I. Also Bapuna Patro-9: Shri
Narandas Gandhine, Pt. 11, p. 18

1 Vide p. 83.
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135. LETTER TO F. MARY BARR

FJanuary 21, 1933
MY DEAR MARY,

I have got the Listle Plays at last. Alas! What shall I do with
all the literature that is pouring in on me? There are many
books I would love to read. But where is the time?

Love.

Baru
Miss MARY BARR
C/o Miss MiNNs
MEebpicaL ScHooL HospiTAL
VELLORE

From a photostat: G.N. 5990. Also C.W. 3315. Courtesy: F. Mary Barr

136. LETTER TO A. RANGASWAMI IYENGAR

Fanuary 21, 1933

MY DEAR RANGASWAMI,

I have your letter. You have made all the amends that it
was possible for you to make.! From Salivati’s letter of yester-
day received by me I thought that he had done likewise, but
now I see that the fault seems to have been entirely his. His motive
was no doubt good, but his judgment wholly bad, but before I
can give my final opinion, I would like you to send me his des-
patch as it was received by you. In his letter of yesterday,
which I enclose herewith, as you can see he protests innocence
and if his despatch was as he describes it to be, I fancy that he
stands exonerated. So far as my own memory is concerned, it is
not at all at fault, and Mahadev, who is ever vigilant, and aspires
to be another Boswell, has notes of my conversation? with Salivati

1 Vide p. 80.

2 In his Diary Mahadev Desai recorded Gandhiji having said: ‘““They know
my views. They will not do anything without full deliberation. And as for the
future I am simply jealous of my power, and will not fritter it away. There
are so many things which are likely to happen in which I am interested.
But why should I anticipate? God will give me the strength to deal with them
as they arise.” (Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, p. 51)
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LETTER TO K. V. SESHA AIYANGAR 105

which confirm me and in no way support him if he reported me
as he appears to have done according to The Hindu of the 16th.
The unfortunate report came at such an awkward time when the
slightest error on my part could have undone a structure that is
being built up with patient toil and most delicate care. Happily,
the A.P. interview! I really gave most reluctantly, both out of
my regard for you and solicitude for Salivati, and your prompt
publication of my telegram averted what might have proved a
dangerous situation. The only reason now for my pursuing the
subject is in order that no injustice may be done to Salivati.?

Yours  sincerely,

SyT. A. Rancaswami IYENGAR
Eprtor, “TuE Hinbpu”
MaDRras

From a microfilm: S.N. 18987

137. LETTER TO K. V. SESHA AIYANGAR
Fanuary 21, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have been glancing through the numbers of the Bharat
Dharma and the pamphlets you have kindly sent. The prece-
dents of prayopavesan® you have collected have proved useful to me.*

Yours sincerely,

Syr. K. V. SeEsHA AIYANGAR
23 NADU STREET
MYLAPORE

From a microfilm: S.N. 18988

1 Vide pp. 87-8.

2The addressee in his reply stated: ‘It was a painful shock to me to
receive your message regarding Salivati’s message which we edited and pub-
lished in our issue on Monday. I may inform you at once that the message it-
self was carefully edited in the office and there is no question of any mutilation
or error in transmission. I do not know what to conclude of the action of
Salivati in putting through a message of this character in spite of your
specific instructions and which, as you say, so grossly misrepresents whatever
you may have said in private conversation .. .”

3 Fasting

4 Vide also “‘Letter to C. Y. Chintamani”, p. 5.



138. LETTER TO BHAGWANDAS
January 21, 1933

DEAR BABOO BHAGWANDAS,

I enclose herewith a Hindi translation of Sjt. C. V. Vaidya’s
contribution, which is in Marathi, and a copy of Shridhar
Shastri Pathak’s which is in Hindi.

Both the translations are likely to contain grammatical errors,
which you will please have corrected.

The translation of Sjt. G. V. Vaidya’s contribution was done
by Sjt. Mahadev.

When these are published, will you kindly send me ten copies
of that supplement and ten of the first supplement?

Please tell Sri Prakasa to write to me.

Here are the promised lines for the Agj.

Yours sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18990

139. LETTER TO KARNAD SADASHIVA RAO
Fanuary 21, 1933

MY DEAR SADASHIVA RAO,

I have your letter of 13th instant written on the train.
Untruthful propaganda and abuse are the lot generally of all
reformers. Why should we be any exception to the general rule?
Those who can stand such abuse and will not retaliate by match-
ing two untruths against one have not only nothing to fear but
will actually gain in strength through such unscrupulous opposition.
Therefore, so long as consciousness of the correctness of the cam-
paign and the purity of the means employed in conducting it
continue, we may not become agitated in any shape or form over
such opposition. But we may be sure of thriving on it. And
when we have positive consciousness of the truth in us and the
strength derived from it, we need never be afraid of being
charged with weakness. He who for fear of appearing weak hesi-
tates to say or do the right thing becomes untruthful in the very
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act, and therefore it may be said of him that he never had con-
sciousness of the truth in him.

I read through the questions you left with me. I have not
dealt with them because you will find that every one of the points
is amply covered in the statements already made by me. I wonder
if you have seen my letter! to the Editor of the Fustice published
on the day of its expiry.

There now remains your question about the conduct of Con-
gressmen in connection with the provincial and district branches
of the Servants of Untouchables Society. They should be identi-
fied with activities of these organizations only in so far as their
services are wanted and no further, even though the work may
appear to them to be languishing. In a service that may take in
the activity of as many true servants who will offer their services,
one need not belong to or work through an organization. Even a
cup of water lovingly handed to a Harijan, giving or procuring
medical aid for an ailing Harijan, giving shelter to a shelterless
Harijan, and innumerable such individual acts are a solid con-
tribution to the removal of untouchability. Therefore the em-
barrassing position that you picture need never arise.

Yours  sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18989

140. LETTER TO K. RANGACHARYULU
Fanuary 21, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. When there is opposition of the kind you
mention, workers should abstain.

Yours sincerely,

Syr. K. RANGACHARYULU
Tunt

From a microfilm: S.N. 18992

1 Vide ““Letter to T. A. V. Nathan”, pp. 6-9.



141. LETTER TO A. D. APPADURAI
January 21, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. In my opinion, khaddar has virtues which
nothing else has. Khaddar means help to the most needy, and
amongst them are to be counted thousands of Harijans, for their
women eke out a living by spinning and several thousands of
Harijans are weavers of nothing but khaddar.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. A. D. APPADURAI
St. JounN’s COLLEGE
ParaMcoTTAH
(TinNEVELLY DisT.)
From a microfilm: S.N. 18993

142. LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR
January 21, 1933

MY DEAR THAKKAR BAPA,

Your letter of the 18th instant surprises me. I never asked
the Bombay Board! to make an advance payment of Rs. 500 on
account of the Central Board, but I asked them, if they would,
to pay Rs. 500 to Poona on account of the expenses that Poona
had to incur because of my activities being directed from Poona,
If I had intended the Central Board to pay, I would have ap-
proached the Central Board myself without the slightest hesitation.
I asked the Bombay Board because of its being well able to bear
these expenses, Poona being next door to it. You need not there-
fore refund the amount asked of you, but refer them to me.

As for the 5000 copies of my statements?, I am not aware that
I asked them to print them. There certainly was some conver-
sation about a reprint of my statements in pamphlet form, but I

1 Of the All-India Harijan Sevak Sangh
2 On the question of untouchability; vide Vols. LI and LII.
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LETTER TO JAISUKHLAL K. MEHTA 109

cannot now recall whether I talked about it to Seth Mathura-
das, or Sjt. J. K. Mehta, or Pyarelal or Chandrashankar. As a
matter of fact, I warned them against incurring the expense, as
I had the impression that the Ajmer people were reprinting
them and therefore asked them to enquire before embarking upon
this expense. But there never was the slightest intention on my
part that the Central Board should be called upon to bear these
expenses, and my own opinion is, as it always has been, that
propaganda work should be more or less self-supporting. There-
fore, I should consider it bad management if the sale of 5000
copies of my statements did not cover even the printing expenses.
You should refer the Bombay Board to me about this item also.
Sjt. G. K. Devdhar’s letter to you is quite in order. When
Haribhau asked me about the matter I agreed with him and
he was the bearer of G. K. Devdhar’s message that they should have
Rs. 500 over and above the grant they would receive from the
Central Board, and I told him to tell Devdhar that I would en-
deavour to secure that amount either from the Central Board or
the Bombay Board. But I first chose to write to the Bombay
Board for the reason I have already stated, and I was glad that
promptly and without demur they sent a cheque for Rs. 500.
Had they told me that it was on account of the Central Board,
I would have asked Haribhau to return the cheque.
I am sending a copy of this letter to the Bombay Board for
their information.
I am sending you a copy of my letter to the Bombay Board.
Yours  sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18994

143. LETTER TO FAISUKHLAL K. MEHTA
FJanuary 21, 1933

MY DEAR JAISUKHLAL,

I enclose herewith a copy of my letter! to Thakkar Bapa
which speaks for itself.

How did you gain the impression that I had authorized you
to debit the Central Board with the two items referred to in my
letter? If I had so intended, according to my wont, I would
have made it quite clear to you. Indeed, I would have approached

1 Vide the preceding item.
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the Central Board myself for sanction, as I have done about
various matters.

Yours  sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18995

144. LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA
January 21, 1933

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDAS,

I have your letter. I do not want you to come out with any
public statement on the Bengal question, as you have noticed I
am not making any public statement myself, and I have antici-
pated you by copying you, that is, writing to Dr. Bidhan and
Ramanand Baboo. I am not writing to Sjt. J. C. Gupta, nor is it
necessary for me to do so. I might have met him, but I cannot
say that I am even acquainted with him.

Please do not wait for the revision of the pamphlet till the
present copies are exhausted. You can do one or the other
thing, either issue a revised pamphlet suppressing the old copies,
or paste the full resolution onto the imperfect resolution in the
existing copies, and send a public circular to the effect that by
an oversight an incomplete resolution was printed in the pamphlet,
giving the corrected full text.

I quite understand that you have to look after your own
business also, with more concentration today than before.

What is the hitch in getting Harijan Sevak out?

The news about your health is disturbing. Why not have the
necessary operation, if a reliable doctor advises it? I have learnt
by experience that even dietetics and fasts have their limitations.
They do not always answer. And whatever rest is necessary,
you ought to impose on yourself. Dilatoriness in these matters
should be regarded as sinful.

Yours  sincerely,
Baru

From a copy: C.W. 7922. Courtesy: G. D. Birla. Also S.N. 18991



145. LETTER TO RUKMINIDEVI AND BENARSILAL
BAZAT

January 21, 1933
CHI. RUKMINI,

I got your letter. Your handwriting seems to be getting
worse and worse. That will never do. Even from her sick-bed,
whenever Radha writes a letter she writes it in beautiful hand-
writing which looks like printed type. Surely you are not incapa-
ble of writing like that? As for the contents of the letter,
though none of us could observe it Chhaganlal discovered that
you had tried this time to introduce some colour in it, but the
colour was so faint that six out of eight eyes could not observe
it. As he is taking down this letter, Mahadev tells me that he
also had observed it. You may get out of this what comfort you
wish to. You should know from this with what attention even a
letter of ten lines from you is being read here.

CHI. BENARSILAL,
I will not forget now. You are certainly a ‘lal’l.
Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 9152

146. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
FJanuary 21, 1933

CHI. NARANDAS,

I send with this a letter addressed to Liladhar. It seems
to have been sent to me through mistake. Or is it possible
that Liladhar sent it for me to read? Ask him. If he accepts
the letter, give it to him, or do what seems best to you.

The other letter is from Ramji. It is rather long. I have
received many other letters like this, but I felt like sending this
to you. Are his present earnings only as much as he men-
tions? Calm him down a little if you can. I can’t believe that

1 Literally, ‘precious stone’
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Mathuradas would tell a lie. We ought not to get angry with
him for writing what he has done, but should learn from it what-
ever may be worth learning.

A letter for Ramji is enclosed. Give it to him after reading
it. I hope you got the letters posted yesterday.

Baru
From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I

147. LETTER TO VITHAL L. PHADKE
FJanuary 21, 1933

CHI. MAMA,

Narandas informs me that the yarn spun in Visapur has been
woven into cloth. The khadi will soon be in my hands. I have
received plenty of other khadi like that. The friends in Dum
Dum Jail have been released today. They also have sent a dhoti
which they had got woven in the jail itself [from yarn spun by
themselves]. When all this stock of khadi is exhausted, I will ask
you to send the khadi woven from your yarn. Write to me
sometimes.

Baru

From Gujarati: C.W. 9645

148. INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS

Fanuary 21, 1933

Referring to the Delhi message published this morning, in which pro-
bable difficulties in the way of the Government according sanction to the
Temple-entry Bills were anticipated, Gandhiji observed:

If the report is an intelligent anticipation of the forthcoming
Viceregal decision I can only say it will be a tragedy. I em-
phatically repudiate the suggestion that there is any political
objective behind these measures. If court decisions had not
hardened a doubtful custom into law, no legislation would pro-
bably be required. I would myself regard State interference in
religious matters as an intolerable nuisance. But, here, legislation
becomes an imperative necessity in order to remove the legal
obstruction and, based as it will be on popular will so far as I
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can see, there can be no question of a clash between parties
representing rival opinions.

It has been suggested that one of the reasons for withholding
sanction is likely to be that there has been no demand on the
part of Harijans for legislation to remove their social disabilities.
But, I do know that Dr. Ambedkar’s memorandum bristles with
suggestions for legislation regarding all sorts of social disabilities.
Yet, I hope nobody wants a hurricane agitation on behalf of
Harijans before the social and religious yoke is removed from off
their necks. Furthermore, I make bold to claim, if there has not
been a loud demand by Harijans for temple-entry, I am res-
ponsible for it, because I have been advising them not to enter
the agitation on a large scale, whilst caste Hindus are themselves
making Herculean efforts to implement the Bombay Resolution of
September last, which pledges caste Hindus to opening public
temples, among other things, to Harijans.

In conclusion, I would only repeat that the refusal to sanction
the introduction of a measure demanded by caste Hindu opinion
would obstruct the progress of reform, whose advisability no lover
of religious freedom has questioned.

Mr. Gandhi has declined to comment on the suggestion that the Govern-
ment might decide in favour of a single Central legislation, saying that he
would like to have more details regarding this proposal.

The Hindu, 23-1-1933

149. LETTER TO R. V. PATWARDHAN

[Before Fanuary 22, 1933]!
DEAR FRIEND,

I am thankful to you for your letter. As for its first part
I will only say that I have had letters saying that I may, if I
please, suffer the consequences of undertaking a fast unto death.

Regarding the other points in your letter I can confidently
tell you that I never undertake an act without praying to God
and without full consideration. But what I ask for is that I should
be allowed the same freedom of thought that my sanatanist friends
demand, because in the absence of such mutual tolerance no re-
form can be brought about.

1 The letter was received by the addressee on January 22, 1933.

53-8



114 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

Let me also tell you that I have been exhausting all my efforts
to achieve some sort of a practicable compromise in the matter
but I regret to mention that till now I have met with no success.

Yours,

M. K. GanNbpuI
From a microfilm of the Marathi: S.N. 20021

150. LETTER TO RATILAL SHETH
FJanuary 22, 1933

BHAI RATUBHAI!,

I hope you got my letter. Please try to do your best to keep
the Doctor’s? nest intact. At present things seem to be out of
control. When somebody goes back on his word, I feel helpless.

As if this worry were not enough, I got a wire from Chhagan-
lal regarding Padma3. And now I have received one from Lilavati*.
They ask for my blessings. How can I give them when I have
never seen or known Padma or the bridegroom? I wunderstand
that you also wish that this marriage should take place soon.
Please help me. Leave me out of this, and do what you think
is for their good. If you had not asked me about the matter and
if Maganlal® had not written to me about it I would have had no
occasion at all to give advice. What right had I to give any?
When all of you seek my advice, looking upon me as your well-
wisher, I think it my duty to give whatever advice may seem right
to me. I know the limits of one’s relations with persons with
whom one has no blood relation.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 7171

! Father-in-law of Chhaganlal Mehta, Dr. Pranjivan Mehta’s eldest son

2 Dr. Pranjivan Mehta, who died in Rangoon on August 3, 1932. As
there was dispute between his sons on the question of property, Gandhiji was
keen that the matter should be settled amicably. Vide Vol. L.

3 Dr. Mehta’s grand-daughter

4 Wife of Chhaganlal Mehta

5 Dr. Mehta’s youngest son who was studying in England



151. LETTER TO RAOFIBHAI N. PATEL

Fanuary 22, 1933
CHI. RAOJIBHAI,

I got your letter of the 20th. You may fix the day with me
in advance and come, with or without Lalital. You can write to
me anything you wish to in this matter. I did not get your
previous letters. If I had received them, I would not have left
them unanswered.

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 8998

152. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
January 22, 1933

CHI. NARANDAS,

I can’t understand how you received on the same day the
letters handed over by me on different days. I will inquire of
the authorities. Henceforth, whenever you receive a letter from
me mention in your next letter the date on which it was posted,
the date on the letter itself and the date on which you received it.
If you let me know every time these dates as you have done this
time, I can ask the authorities here to be more alert.

I got [today] the letters posted by you on the 20th. The letters
posted on the 19th were received yesterday.

I am convinced that we shall gain nothing from Krishna-
maiyadevi’s connection with the Ashram. If it seems proper to
you, you may fix a monthly allowance to be paid to her for some
time. During that period, Mahavir should secure a job. The
mother and the daughters also should work. I would have no
objection to their being paid Rs. 50 a month for four months plus
railway fare from Ahmedabad to the place where they decide to
go and live. These are my personal views. If, however, all of you
there have discussed the matter and come to some other decision,
you should abide by it and implement it. I still advise you to

1 Addressee’s sister
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write to the persons who have lent them money. We shall there-
by know, we ought to know, what the facts are.

You may derive what consolation you can from the fact that

. .! has harassed me more than he has done you. And he has
crossed all bounds in his behaviour to me this time. All the same,
we should go on doing our duty by him. I may even have made a
mistake in permitting him to join the Ashram. I also doubt
whether he really suffers from tuberculosis. However, I never re-
gret such mistakes. Anybody who tries to follow ahimsa is bound
to commit them. How can we judge a man’s worth? Does he live
in the Ashram now?

I hope Indira has recovered. How does Ramnik behave?

If Bhikhabhai lives in the Ashram, does he take his meals at
home or in the Ashram kitchen?

As for the land cess to be paid by the Ashram, you may do
what you think right. I am writing to Mama about khadi.?2 I have
more of it here than I need.

There is no harm in Amtussalaam going to Delhi. She has
faith in Dr. Sharma and the latter is confident. Just now the wea-
ther in Delhi will also be lovely. She seems to be very eager to
come and see me. Do what you think right about that.

I got Prema’s letter. I, therefore, don’t write about the mat-
ter here. You may know my views from the letter which I will
write to her.

Baru

[PS.]
In all there are 24 letters, stitched together.

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I

153. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK
January 22, 1933

CHI. PREMA,

I was relieved to get your letter. Even worry is a child of
imagination. Why should I worry if I do not get a letter from
you, and why should I feel relieved on getting one? If you ask
me this question, I would not be able to reply to it, or would only
say: “This is what ignorant attachment means.”

1 The name has been omitted.
2 Vide “Letter to Vithal L. Phadke”, p. 112.
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A foolish letter from you would not upset me. If, however,
I see your error or shortcoming and do not point it out to
you, I would not be doing my duty as your well-wisher, co-worker,
friend or father. What I find strange is that you should get angry
with me and sulk for telling you something with a sincere
motive, instead of thanking me for it. Should we not thank a
person for telling us frankly what he feels? I learnt this in my
very childhood. I do want you to learn it from me. If my under-
standing of a situation is wrong, I deserve to be pitied, and, if
it is correct, I would be doing you good. In either case, you gain
something, in that you come to know better the person with
whom you have thrown in your lot. I want that all of you should
know my shortcomings and deficiencies and it is always my effort
to show them myself. I don’t wish to hide even my thoughts. I
would even write them down if I had the necessary gift. But
I know I cannot do that. I don’t think there can be any power
in the world which can penetrate all the secrets of thought. Pro-
bably we shall be able to know them if somebody invents a machine
to reveal them. Even while I was writing these few sentences, my
imagination traversed the universe many times over.

You will admit that everybody cannot understand whether
or not he has the poison in his heart. Because one does not con-
sciously wish to nurse hatred, it does not mean that there is no
hatred in one’s heart. It takes hold of us against our will. You
will probably not admit that anybody whose heart is full of anger
is also full of hatred. If you do not, then the word ‘“poison”
does not have the same meaning for you and me. I remember
that Ba often charged me with having poison in my heart. How
can I deny that charge? I may not have believed that there was
any poison in my words. But that is beside the point. What
should matter to me is that she felt the poison. Words which are
perfectly truthful and spoken with perfect love will never hurt
anybody. They may sometimes hurt one in the beginning, but
such a person himself will afterwards admit their beneficial effect
on him.

I should like you not to be your own judge in all matters.
It is possible that others judge you better than you do yourself.
I will now end this tale of “poison’.

The question of your leaving the Ashram does not arise just
now. It will arise only after I am released and return to the
Ashram to stay there. That is how I read your letter. Morally
speaking, it can arise only then, if at all, for, so long as I cannot
return to the Ashram to stay in it, in the eyes of the inmates of
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the Ashram I will remain a prisoner. All of you who decided
to stay on when I bade good-bye to the Ashram bound yourselves
thereby to remain there till I returned. IfI am right in believing
this, it is a waste of time and energy to think now what should
be done when I return to stay there.

The news you have given about happenings in the Ashram
is very useful to me. You should discuss the problem of Lakshmi
with Narandas, and if both of you decide that she should be mar-
ried, it should be done soon. Her restlessness also is likely to be
the result of an unconscious desire to get married. She is now of
marriageable age, and she does intend to marry. The desire to
wait till I am released should be regarded as nothing but ignorant
attachment to me. You should try and understand her heart pro-
perly, and not wait for her emphatic consent. It seems to me
desirable to take the advice of Lakshmibehn and Durgabehn in
this matter. They would understand the problem better than you
can. I understand from what you yourself have said that you
have no experience of how a girl feels when she desires to marry.
In other words, you have never felt the desire to marry. I also
know some other unmarried women who have never felt it. Some
other women remain unmarried with an effort of will. They know
what marriage means.

What advice should I give you about your health? Ghee
seems to be absolutely necessary for it. Whenever you leave the
Ashram, your weight increases, and as soon as you return to the
Ashram you lose the weight you had gained. You must get over
this weakness. How it can be done, you alone know. I hope you
experience no difficulty now in speaking.

I don’t wish to catch anybody in my snare. What would be
my plight if all people became my slaves? And, moreover, I am
sure that any such effort would be doomed to failure. Even if it is
true that I try to catch people in my snare, why should you lose
confidence in yourself for that reason? Your letters are sufficient
evidence that you are vigilant and not likely to succumb. It does
seem, however, that you are perpetually afraid that you will let
yourself be caught. That is a bad sign. Having resolved that
you will not let yourself be caught, why should you feel afraid?
But may it also not be possible that you and I do not mean the
same thing by “getting caught’’?

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10323



154. LETTER TO BHAGWANJI P. PANDYA
FJanuary 22, 1933

CHI. BHAGWAN]JI,
Chit and chitta are two different words, but the latter is de-
rived from the former. Chit means consciousness, or it can be
interpreted to mean that which can have consciousness, namely,
the atman. To say that the chitta of one who has overcome attach-
ment is always serene and contented means that his atman is so.
Chitta may also mean the mind. The word should be interpreted
according to the context in the sentence or the verse in which it
occurs. In trying to explain the meaning of dhyanayoga, one fre-
quently has to use the word yoga. It should be remembered when
doing so that yoga means skill in work or action done without
attachment.
Blessings from
Baru

From Gujarati: C.W. 350a. Courtesy: Bhagwanji P. Pandya

155. LETTER TO NARMADABEHN RANA
Fanuary 22, 1933

CHI. NARMADA,

I got your letter. Slowly you will progress. Why should we

feel hurt if somebody speaks ill of us? Learn from someone the

bhajan “My detractor is my benefactor.”” Its central idea is that

anybody who speaks ill of us serves us by doing so. Continue to
write to me.

Baru

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 2772. Courtesy: Ramnarayan N. Pathak
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156. LETTER TO VIMALCHANDRA V. DESAI
January 22, 1933

CHI. NANU,

Since you have written your letter on khadi paper with red
ink and in your most careful handwriting, shouldn’t I also write
the reply on beautiful paper? How do you like this paper? And
this handwriting? Do you take plenty of exercise?

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 5762. Courtesy: Valji G. Desai

157. LETTER TO VALjJI G. DESAI
January 22, 1933

CHI. VALJI,

There is no harm in your having published Ishucharital.
The people will certainly like it very much. The verse from
Kabir also is appropriate. Still, there is some incompleteness in
your evaluation, but it is not a serious defect. Only, one would
expect more from you. I have no doubt that you have given what
you could. But I have no doubt, either, that you can do better.
We need not, however, worry about that. I would be happy
if I could give you more marks every time. If your health im-
proves, all your capacity will blossom forth. For the present, let
this remain my wish and hope. Send a few copies to me—twenty-
five. Don’t leave that place till you are quite well again.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7446. Courtesy: Valji G. Desai

1¢Life of Jesus”. For Gandhiji’s criticism of the booklet, vide Vol. LI,
pp- 258-60.
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158. LETTER TO ASHRAM BOYS AND GIRLS

Fanuary 22, 1933

BOYS AND GIRLS,
Just now please do not expect to get long letters from me.
Who cooked at Pujya Anasuyabehn’s? Did you behave po-

litely and courteously there? Did you keep on asking for food very

often ? Did you clean the utensils yourselves ? There is nothing to
worry about your eating bhajias’. But henceforward right at the
beginning, whenever you have to go anywhere, tell them clear-
ly: “Please give us this only and do not make that for us.”

Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./II

159. LETTER TO SHARDA C. SHAH

January 22, 1933

CHI. SHARDA,
When a person wears khadi with an enlightened mind, he
does it for the sake of its simplicity, for the help it brings to the
starving people, for the purity it embodies. This knowledge calms
down our passions. Hence, I would say that khadi, when worn

with such awareness, helps brahmacharya. Do you get the point?
Baru

From the Gujarati original: C.W. 9962. Courtesy: Shardabehn G. Chokha-

wala

160. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
FJanuary 22, 1933

DEAR DAUGHTER AMTUSSALAAM,

I have your letter. It would be a crime not to send you to
Delhi even after receiving Dr. Sharma’s letter. So you may proceed
direct for Delhi but see me on the way to the Ashram on your

' A fried and heavily spiced delicacy made of gram flour

121



122 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

return. You must learn to some extent the value of remaining quiet.
And remember that we profess to be poor. The poor remain con-
tent by meeting their companions and relatives in the spirit only.
Who would provide them railway fare? Anyway, go to Delhi
immediately, get well and visit me on return. God will keep
you safe. Keep writing to me. Do not be anxious about the Hari-

jan children;! after all everybody is in the care of God alone.
Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Urdu: G.N. 274

161. DRAFT TELEGRAM TO R. V. SHASTRI
[On or after Fanuary 22, 1933]

YOUR LETTER2. CERTAINLY PROCEED MADRAS REACHING HERE
END MONTH.
GANDHI

From a microfilm: S.N. 19241

162. LETTER TO PUNJAB PROVINCIAL
STUDENTS’ UNION

January 23, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter enclosing a copy of the resolution
of your Union. I note what the resolution says about a distinct name.
A name is inevitable till there is a complete fusion. The only ques-
tion therefore is what name to distinguish the so-called untouch-
ables by; and ‘Harijans’ was the name suggested by some of them,
and as it was a name that exactly fitted the condition, I adopted
it; for, those who are forsaken by mankind become the chosen of
God, and ‘Harijan’ literally means that.

1 The addressee was doing social work among Harijans at Vadaj, near
Sabarmati Ashram.

2 Received on January 22, 1933. The addressee had consented to work
for the English edition of Harijan Sevak and sought Gandhiji’s permission to
shift his family to Madras before joining A. V. Thakkar at Delhi.



LETTER TO MANU GANDHI 123

I hope that this resolution by your Union is not the end of
the service to the cause, but merely a beginning and an earnest
of solid and constructive service yet to come.

Yours  sincerely,

THE VICE-PRESIDENT
PunjaB ProvinciaL STUDENTS’ UNION
LAHORE

From a microfilm: S.N. 18996

163. LETTER TO PRABHASHANKAR PATTANI
FJanuary 23, 1933

SUJNA BHAI,

You have returned at the right time. I hope you have come
back with improved health. May I hope that your contribution
to the Harijan cause will surpass that of anybody else? You may
make it in your way, but that way should be such that the progress
made by others will seem insignificant in comparison. If you
decide, I am sure you will be able to do much. Do try. Pay im-
mediate attention to the problem of bkam!. It is necessary to
introduce a great change in this practice if we wish to make the
Dheds and Chamars give up eating carrion. All of us are well.

Vandemataram from
MOHANDAS

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5923

164. LETTER TO MANU GANDHI
January 23, 1933

CHI. MANUDI,

I got your letter. You should not write in too small a hand,
nor should you write too fast. Each letter in a word should be
distinct.

It is Ba’s love which makes her write that she would like
you to stay with her. But you may continue to live there and
be happy. If you keep good health and your mind is at peace,

1 Payment exacted from Harijans for the hide, flesh, etc., of the dead cattle
which they were obliged to remove
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I shall be satisfied. Write to Ba from time to time.
Serve your aunts.
Blessings from
Baru

From Gujarati: C.W. 1519. Courtesy: Manubehn Mashruwala

165. LETTER TO BALIBEHN M. ADALAJA
January 23, 1933

CHI. BALI,

Kamu! writes and tells me that you had no time and that is
why you have not written to me. I don’t believe this. How can I
believe that you do not get time just to write one letter?

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 1520. Courtesy: Manubehn
Mashruwala

166. LETTER TO RANCHHODDAS PATWARI

FJanuary 23, 1933
RESPECTED RANCHHODBHALI,

I will not let you off easily now. You have said that you ac-
cept everything else except opening of temples to Harijans. You
may leave me to strive for the cause of temple-entry, but the other
things you must do as a sacred duty. If you help, we can soon
make the Harijans give up eating carrion. All schools, hospi-
tals, wells, and so on should be thrown open completely. You
yourself have said that if the Harijans pray, bathe regularly and
keep themselves clean, they will be as good as we are. You should
help in making them do all that. You will then be welcome to
abuse me as much as you wish to. Only help me in my work.
I hope you got my answers? to your questions.

Pranams from
MoHANDAS

From Gujarati: C.W. 9222. Courtesy: Chhaganlal Gandhi

1 Kumibehn T. Maniar, addressee’s sister
2 Vide ““Letter to Ranchhoddas Patwari”, pp. 13-24.



167. LETTER TO GORADIA

Fanuary 23, 1933
BHAI GORADIA,

Do Thakoresaheb! and you contribute anything to Harijan
service? Perhaps you are afraid that the local subjects may be
offended if the temple is thrown open, but what about the bham?

What are the arrangements for the disposal of carcasses?
Do you charge the Dheds for clearing them? If you wish to stop
them from partaking of carrion, you ought to pay them for their
services and supervise the processing of carcasses. This would in-
volve some labour no doubt, but no loss. How are they treated in
courts, and in hospitals? Will you please give me an account of
this?

[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, pp. 81-2

168. A LETTER

January 23, 1933

If one gets food from outside after securing permission, for the
sake of one’s health, one is doing nothing wrong. But it is praise-
worthy if one is content with whatever food one gets inside and
refrains from asking for more. But he who cannot maintain
his health with the food he gets in prison, and has secured per-
mission to obtain it from outside and can easily have it, yet does
not do so and so spoils his health is obstinate. Perhaps he could
be considered pedantic.

I certainly do not think there is any harm in wearing a shikha?.
It is a time-honoured custom which the reformer may not try to
change and so run into trouble. You may not find a strong reason
in support of every custom, yet if it is popular and there is no-
thing morally wrong in it, it deserves to be followed.

[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, p. 83

1 Title of the head of a small principality
2 The tuft of hair on one’s head
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169. A LETTER
January 23, 1933

In order to control our passions we should turn our thoughts
inward. The basic formula for spiritual progress is self-surrender.
Spiritual progress is nothing but knowledge of the atman.

[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. 1II, p. 82

170. A LETTER

January 23, 1933

The fast has in no way harmed my health. Even in old age
a fast can be undertaken and completed without any ill effects.
Moreover a fast undertaken with a spiritual motive is not diffi-
cult to go through. The body will of course grow weak as it has
less fat [in old age].
[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. III, p. 83

171. LETTER TO S. J. SOMAVANSHI
January 23, 1933

BHAI SOMAVANSHI,

I read your loving letter from beginning to end. I have
received the books! also. I also listened to the life story of the
Maharaj. I have read almost all the marked portions of the book.
Both failed to impress me. Chiefly because we find no basis for
regarding the so-called untouchables as untouchables; nor for the
treatment meted out to them.

How am I at fault? I have been saying for the last 45 years
the very thing about the eradication of untouchability that I say
now. My views have been well known in India for more than
25 years. Now and then some opposition was certainly heard but

1 Biographies of a Marathi saint
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I incurred no one’s wrath. Now that I am ready to do penance
for it I am blamed. But the Shastras and the saints have preached
the necessity of tapascharya® whenever dharma dwindles and this
is what I am attempting to do. There is no headstrongness
about it. How can that man be headstrong who is ever prepared
to correct his errors?

By pointing out the omission on the part of saints to lay stress
on this particular problem you are doing them and me an in-
justice. The saints do not try to remove all the evils, nor can
they do so. They simply disseminate dharma and in the process
try to remove some evil. Even the avatars are unable to destroy
all evil; they perform their deeds concentrating on the chief evil
of their times.

An important feature of the non-violent spirit is that it always
keeps the popular will in view. The anti-untouchability movement
may also be taken as basically meant to test public will. The high-
est religion is useless for those who are not prepared to live by
it. Compulsion has absolutely no place in the spirit of non-violence.

You are correct in suggesting that I should offer daily prayers
to God to show me the right path. I not only constantly do that
but believe that I take no action without His command; you may
rest assured on this.

Mouanpas GANDHI
From a microfilm of the Hindi: S.N. 18997

172. A LETTER
Fanuary 23, 1933

Observing silence implies abstaining from talking, gestures,
food and drink, and closing one’s eyes and ears, i.e., remaining in
seclusion and losing oneself in thought. On the day of silence,
one should remember God. The purpose of silence is meditation.

[From Hindi]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. 1II, p. 82

1 Self-suffering as moral discipline



173. LETTER TO BEGUM MOHAMMAD ALAM

January 23, 1933
DEAR SISTER,

I got your letter. How great is God’s grace that Doctor
Saheb should recover so soon and the operation become unneces-
sary! I hope that he will take complete rest for the present. Keep
writing to me. Tell Doctor Saheb that we all remember him.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Urdu: G.N. 27

174. LETTER TO RAIHANA TYABJFI

Fanuary 23, 1933

DEAR DAUGHTER RATHANA,
I have your letter. The meaning of fuk as given by you
seems correct. If I wait till I can write a good hand and commit
not a single error, I shall never be able to write in Urdu. If
you send me by post some extra time along with the Urdu lessons,
you will find no mistakes. My respects to Father and Mother.
May I send a kiss for you? But only on one condition; that you
drive away the fever. Why don’t you become perfectly well by
taking a little more rest? There are enough duties for you if
you remain well. There is no lack of jobs for those keen to serve.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Urdu: S.N. 9661

175. STATEMENT ON VICEROY’S DECISION
January 24, 1933

Having read the Government decision on the two Bills! about
untouchability now before the country, I cannot help expressing
my regret on general grounds that the Government could not see

1 Vide footnote 3, pp. 14-5. For Gandhiji’s reaction to the announcement,
vide Appendix VI.
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STATEMENT ON VICEROY’S DECISION 129

their way to allow both the Bills to be discussed by the respective
Legislatures and the country.

Dr. Subbaroyan’s Bill restricts itself to one particular issue of
temple-entry and that too in the Madras Presidency, and the
opening of each temple depends on the will of the majority of
those entitled to temple-entry. It therefore reduces the possibi-
lity of a clash between one party and another party to a mini-
mum and to a zero if the reformers play the game, i.e., allow for
the religious scruples even of a microscopic minority as my com-
promise proposal does. But this was not to be. From a strict
sanatanist point, the Madras Bill was perhaps the lesser of the
two evils as they would put it. It was easier for a reformer to
cope with, and for me personally too as a fasting hostage, for Vice-
regal sanction would have in all probability successfully prevent-
ed a fast over Guruvayur. But the Government of India had
willed otherwise. I must try to trace the hand of God in it. He
wants to try me through and through. If He does, He will have
to give me adequate strength as He has always vouchsafed those
who would surrender themselves wholly to Him.

The all-India Bill is short and sweet, being of negative charac-
ter in one way. It gives no direct aid to the reformer. It merely
refuses aid to any and every individual sanatanist who would
come to seek assistance in the secular courts to impose his will on
the whole Hindu society and to enforce a custom which the latter
may consider to be repugnant to Hindu Shastras and the in-
nate moral sense of man. It abolishes legal untouchability, leaving
the social and religious to its fate. The sanction given to this Bill
is an unintentional challenge to Hinduism and the reformer. Hin-
duism will take care of itself if the reformer will be true to
himself. Thus considered, the Government of India’s decision must
be regarded as a godsend. It clears the issue. It makes it easy for
India and the world to understand the tremendous importance of
the moral struggle now going on in India. It takes it at one
sweep to its natural platform to which it was timidly advancing.

As a life-long reformer and fighter, I must take up the chal-
lenge in all humility, and so must every Hindu who was directly
or indirectly a party to the resolution! adopted under the chair-
manship of the revered Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. The
resolution bears repetition:

This Conference resolves that henceforth, amongst Hindus, no one shall
be regarded as ‘untouchable’ by reason of his birth, and that those who

1On September 25, 1932; vide also Vol. LI, p. 139.
53-9
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have been so regarded hitherto will have the same rights as other Hindus
in regard to the use of public wells, public schools, public roads and all
other public institutions. These rights shall have statutory recognition
at the first opportunity, and shall be one of the earliest Acts of the swaraj
Parliament, if it shall not have received such recognition before that time.

It is further agreed that it shall be the duty of all Hindu leaders to
secure, by every legitimate and peaceful means, the early removal of all social
disabilities now imposed by custom upon the so-called untouchable
classes including the bar in respect of admission into temples.

Let the reader carefully note the words printed in italics.
The resolution contemplates, if at all possible, the removal of
legal untouchability even before the establishment of a swaraj
Parliament. The opportunity has now offered itself. No Hindu
who is jealous of the honour of Hinduism or the word given to
Harijans dare let the opportunity slip. Even the sanatanist, if
he will read the all-India Bill, as I do, may not resist it. For, has
he not said to me, has he not said it even in his writings, that
he has no quarrel with political and civic rights being given to
Harijans on the same terms as caste Hindus? In other words, he
has no objection to Harijans being treated as equals with the rest
in the eye of the law. If he is not, in the eye of religion, that is
a matter for the sanatanist and his conscience. The law’s assis-
tance must not be summoned to aid him to enforce his con-
science against a fellow-being.

The sanatanist Shastris whom I had the pleasure of meeting
had been able only to cite me verses to the effect that if anyone
is polluted by the touch of an untouchable he has either to take
a sip of water or have a bath. There seems to be nowhere
mention of punishment for an untouchable entering a public place
including a temple. And, in no case, should the aid of secular law
be summoned to punish an untouchable guilty of mere infringe-
ment of a sacerdotal rule. The present Bill rightly renders such an
interference by law impossible.

The opening of temples to Harijans would, under the Bill, be
regulated by mutual adjustment. Where the opinion of the temple-
going population is not ripe for reform, naturally the Harijans
cannot enter the temples. Where the opinion is ripe, the law
cannot be invoked by individuals to thwart the will of the majo-
rity. But whatever the sanatanists may decide, the movement
for temple-entry now broadens from Guruvayur in the extreme
south to Hardwar in the north, and my fast, though it remains
further postponed, depends not, now, upon Guruvayur only but
extends automatically to temples in general. That is to say, the
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fast becomes dependent upon the actions of reformers not regard-
ing the Madras Bill which was to cover Guruvayur only, but
regarding the all-India Bill which covers all temples including
Guruvayur.

And so it has been throughout my life. One step has natu-
rally led me on to another, even despite myself. I was confining
my attention to the Madras Bill. It was enough for me. Even on
Saturday last, that is, the 2lst January, when the Associated
Press correspondent asked my opinion of the Associated Press
Delhi correspondent’s forecast, I declined to commit myself to
any opinion on the all-India Bill as compared to the Madras
Bill.l T was not prepared to face a bigger and graver contin-
gency. But now that it comes upon me as an accomplished fact,
I dare not flinch.

The Government pronouncement would have one to think
that the Bill will be one long-drawn-out agony, and may never
become the law of the land. They are right, from their standpoint,
in being over-cautious. But if Hindu conscience is really roused
against untouchability, as the latter is practised today, the Bill
can become law in no time. The Government cannot resist the
unequivocal expression of Hindu opinion in favour of it. Des-
pite sanatanist opposition, my belief is that a vast mass of Hindu
opinion is against untouchability, though it may not take ener-
getic steps to remove it. It is that faith which sustains me. No
further ordinary propaganda will convince the Hindu mind of the
sense of wrong of untouchability if it is not already convinced by
years of work in that behalf. It requires then, as it has done
before now, the extraordinary propaganda of penance. It may be
that it needs the stimulus of a fast on the part of one who
has made his life one with them. If so, they shall have it. They
must either remove untouchability or remove me from their midst.

Let me proclaim it, for the thousandth time, that for me, as
with my co-workers, the removal of untouchability is an indispen-
sable religious need and the opening of temples to Harijans, being
a pure spiritual act, is an indispensable test of that removal. It
is the one thing that alone can give new life and new hope to
Harijans, as no mere economic uplift can do. Economic and all
other uplift will follow temple-entry as light follows dawn. The one
single act of opening temples to Harijans will purify Hinduism,
and will open the hearts of both caste Hindus and Harijans to
receive new light.

1 Vide pp. 112-3.
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The message of the temples will penetrate every Harijan hut;
the message of economic and educational uplift will touch only
those to whom it is personally brought. This proposition of
mine can easily be understood by those who, like me, believe in
temples as an integral part of Hinduism, as churches and mosques
are of Christianity and Islam. It is not necessary that every
Harijan should at once enter the temples. It is enough and
necessary if he knows that he has acquired that right. And in
this religious conception of Hinduism fasts and the like take their
natural and necessary place. They are then, no more coercion
than any bona-fide cry of love of the Divine is.

The Hindu, 25-1-1933

176. LETTER TO G. M. THENGE
FJanuary 24, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,
I have your letter.! My statement? has not the meaning that
you have assigned to it, as would be quite clear to you if you will
read it as a whole. I have considered myself to be incapable of
coming to a judgment one way or the other, if only because I
have not all the data for coming to a judgment. I have there-
fore stated in unequivocal language that every Congressman has
to decide for himself or herself, taking stock of the circumstances
over which they alone have control and I have none, as also of
their own individual obligations of which they alone can have
knowledge and I can have none.
Yours sincerely,
Syr. G. M. THENGE
PArREkH STREET, GIRGAUM
BoMBay

From a microfilm: S.N. 18986

1 The addressee had written: “In answer to those Congressmen who
wish to know whether they should prosecute the civil disobedience campaign
or should take an active interest in the campaign against untouchability, you
have reminded them of the celebrated English proverb: ‘Much wants more
and loses all.” I presume that you intend thereby to convey that we have had
enough of the civil disobedience movement in the past and that we do not
want it any longer, lest we stand to lose all that we aspire for. . . .”

2 Dated January 7, 1933; vide Vol. LII, p. 379-81.



177. LETTER TO SUBRAHMANIA SHASTRI
Fanuary 24, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter enclosing your reply to Acharya
Dhruva’s opinion in Sanskrit about untouchability.

I do not remember having said whichever side stops corres-
pondence is to be considered to have accepted the other’s position.
In my opinion such a thing should not be regarded as conclusive,
because each party may exhaust all points of difference and may
still maintain their respective positions. However, you will not
find me suddenly stopping the correspondence, because I want to
get all the wisdom and all the information that I can from every-
one.

Coming to your reply or rejoinder as you call it, I shall leave
Acharya Dhruva to answer for himself, but you do not carry
conviction even to a layman like myself. You say that the word
api' only denotes the unfitness of the Chandala and the height
of the path of devotion. Do you not see the inconsistency of your
statement? If the Chandala is unfit, there is no height (I suppose
you mean ‘greatness’) about the path of devotion. The path of
devotion is truly great, because it brings peace and joy and salva-
tion even to the Chandala. Instances of the use of api by way of
emphasis can surely be multiplied.

In your second paragraph, emphasis is not on the fact that
here the Chandala was pious but that it was the Chandala who
was speaking. Most of the sanatanists who oppose temple-entry
by Harijans contend that no piety on the part of a Chandala
would cure him of his disability.

In the third clause, your admission that all life as atman is
one rules out the impassable barrier between touchables and un-
touchables. The verse in question itself notes the differentiation
between persons and bodies and yet insists on equality of treat-
ment.

I need not labour the rest of your replies except to say that
they are unconvincing to me. However, without my comments
on your reply, I am forwarding it to Acharya Dhruva, for his

1 “AISO”
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own independent reply which I shall gladly send to you when it
comes to me.

Yours  sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 18999

178. LETTER TO G. RAMACHANDRA RAO
January 24, 1933

MY DEAR RAMACHANDRA RAO,

I have your postcard. I shall await further information from
you.

Yes, I am applying ghee religiously every day. I am sorry
to report to you that as yet there is no relief whatsoever. There is
no doubt about the ghee being cow’s milk ghee.

The addition of ‘if’ was intended for the sake of preserving
truth. However close I may be to a friend, in speaking to him I
would have to say to him not ‘“‘since you are so and so”’, but
“if you are so and so, you have no cause to be anxious’.

Yours sincerely,
SyT. G. RamMacHANDRA Rao

C/o SERVANTS OF INDIA SocIETY
RovaPETTAH, MADRAS

From a microfilm: S.N. 19000

179. LETTER T0 T. K. S. RAJAN

January 24, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter for which I thank you. I do hope that stu-
dents will not be satisfied with merely having passed a resolution
but that they will engage in some concrete service of Harijans.

Yours sincerely,
Syr. T. K. S. Rajan

51 T AGRAHARAM
SALEM

From a microfilm: S.N. 19001



180. LETTER TO P. V. SUNDARAVARADULU

FJanuary 24, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. You have given me interesting informa-
tion.! Can you supplement it by giving me the exact figures of those
who kill cows and buffaloes for sacrifice? What is their caste
name? Are there any touchable castes that eat beef? I under-
stand that there are numberless caste men in Andhradesh who eat
pork.

I cannot think of any special message to be given to the ryots
of Andhra villages. The statements that I issue from time to time
are as much addressed to them as to the rest of the Hindus all
over the country.

Yours sincerely,
Syr. P. V. SUNDARAVARADULU
SECRETARY
ANDHRA ProvINcIAL RyoTs’ AssOCIATION
KiLpauk, MADRAS

From a microfilm: S.N. 19002

181. LETTER TO D. G. VELANKAR

Fanuary 24, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. You can come and bring your two or
three friends at 2 p.m. on 27th instant. I hope 30 minutes will be
enough for you.

Yours sincerely,
Syr. D. G. VELANKAR
866 Sapasuriv PETH
Poona Cirty

From a microfilm: S.N. 20083

1 The addressee had written: “Their [ryots’] contention is that the
Harijans eat cow, mutton, and are most indecent in their habits. . . . They
[Harijans] sacrifice cows and buffaloes to their goddesses in public and
offer toddy on such occasions. . . . I therefore request you to turn your atten-
tion to . . . purifying the Harijans” (S.N. 18984).
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182. LETTER TO R. N. BHIDE

January 24, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your pathetic letter. Do not mix up two questions,
the fast and temple-entry. Dismiss the fast from your mind, because
it is a personal matter and it may or may not come. Temple-
entry is the question. The economic and the educational questions
are what the adjectives imply. Temple-entry is a spiritual act,
transforming the whole society by one single act of admission. It
will electrify into a new life the whole of the Harijan population,
and it will purify Hinduism as no single act that I can think of
can do. If you have the Hindu religious instinct in you, you will
not find it difficult to follow my argument. If you do not pos-
sess a living faith in Hinduism or do not consider temples an inte-
gral part of it, I have no effective argument to meet your diffi-
culty. On the contrary, I must then accept a defeat.

Yours sincerely,
SyT. R. N. BHIDE
D. B. HosTEL
PorT PuTTUR (S. KANARA DrT.)

From a microfilm: S.N. 20088

183. LETTER TO M. M. ANANTA RAU

Fanuary 24, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for all your letters and the great pains you have
been taking to instruct me and to supply me with the information
I have wanted. When I have studied all your letters I shall write
to you if necessary at length.

Though you have not replied to my criticism about your
letter-paper, you seem to have done better by acting upon a part
of my suggestion, namely, removing the portrait and the sur-
rounding letter-press; if the removal is an acknowledgment of the
correctness of my criticism, you will note that my criticism
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was directed also against the ornamental border. Letter-paper,
especially for a religious agency, should, in my opinion, be free
from all ornamentation and contain only in just readable plain
type the name and address. The beautiful verse at the top and
the “Om” can stand. I have made bold to offer what may appear
to be gratuitous criticism, because you have been so prompt and
diligent in your correspondence. Though we may not agree final-
ly in our conclusions, I cannot fail to appreciate your courtesy
and promptness.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GaNDHI

Syr. M. M. AnanNta Ravu
SANATANA DHARMA KARYALAYA
40 Iswarpas LALA STREET
TRrRIPLICANE, MADRAS

From a copy: C.W. 9571. Courtesy: Government of Mysore

184. LETTER TO DR. HIRALAL SHARMA
Fanuary 24, 1933

MY DEAR SHARMA,

Amtussalaam has forwarded your letter! of the 15th instant
to me and I was glad to receive it. You have indeed fulfilled your
self-imposed vow, for the letter you have written to me is not for
yourself. I have already advised Amtussalaam to proceed to
Delhi and I hope that she will leave the Ashram at once, stay
there till you can discharge her fully cured and then return to the
Ashram. I quite appreciate your desire to fulfil your present
obligations before you come down to the Ashram.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanDpurI

Syr. H. L. SHARMA
Sunray HospiTAL
KaroLBAGH, DELHI

Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Fivanke Solah Varsh, p. 16

1 The addressee had stated that, leaving his in-door patients at Delhi,
he did not go out of station for any patient for more than a week.



185. LETTER TO RADHAKRISHNA BAJAY
Fanuary 24, 1933

CHI. RADHAKRISHNA,

I have read your letter to Jamnalalji. The Ashram cannot
run under its auspices the proposed Mahila Ashram or Mahila
Vidyalaya or Vanita Ashram or Vanita Vidyalaya, because such
an institution would not be prepared to accept Harijan girls at
present. It would not be possible to burden the institution with
both the tasks. It should be considered enough for it to admit
Harijan girls as day scholars. The Ashram cannot even lend the
support of its name to such an institution. I agree with Vinoba-
ji’s view and also feel that such a restriction on the scope of the
Mahila Vidyalaya is inevitable.

Tell Janakibehn that I see no need at present to get Jamna-
lalji examined by Dr. Modi. He is physically well enough. The
ear gives no trouble. He can digest food fairly well and his weight
has gone up. There is no cause for worry at all. Nor do I feel
that Dr. Modi can say or do anything just now. There would be
no difficulty and no delay in making the necessary arrangements
as soon as the slightest need is felt, or if Jamnalalji himself wishes
to be examined by him. I don’t think it advisable that he should
be taken to Bombay just now. Since the climate here has agreed
with him, why make a change for a few days?

I got the two lengths of cloth woven from yarn spun by Grand-
mother. I shall gladly wear them as a loving gift from her.

Kamalnayan was here, but went away without seeing me.
He should have seen me, and he would have been permitted to do
so. Tell him to see me when he comes next. What progress has
he made in his studies? Why does he not write to me now?

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 9118
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186. LETTER TO G. V. GURJALE!
January 25, 1933

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your very long letter. I am afraid that I cannot guide
you definitely. There is much to be said in favour of your
method and as much to be said in favour of the method of living
in the midst of the Harijans. Therefore you alone can be the final
judge. You should serve in the manner that appeals most to you,
after consultation with those who know you well and know the
local circumstances.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI

SyT. G. V. GURJALE
Kripa AsraMm
TIRUVENNAINALLUR (S. INDIA)

From a photostat: G.N. 1398. Also S.N. 20092

1'The addressee, known as Bhikshu Nirmalanand, had been serving the
Harijans in the village Tiruvennainallur since 1929 and had asked Gandhiji
whether he should go back to the city and serve the Harijans from there.
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187. LETTER TO HRIDAY NATH KUNZRU
Fanuary 25, 1933

MY DEAR HARIJI,
I thank you for your letter of 19th instant with enclosures. I
do hope that you will succeed in your effort at raising funds.
Since you have mentioned the fact of your having sought
financial assistance from the Government, I would like to say, al-
together apart from my views on non-co-operation, that if I
could have prevailed with you or with your Board, I would have
prevented you from seeking such assistance. I think in purely
religious matters Government aid should not be sought. Anti-
untouchability work is essentially for Hindus to do. It is a huge
religious reform, and I should be chary of seeking financial assis-
tance even if we had a purely national government, or if finan-
cial assistance is given, it will have to be under a scheme of just
distribution to all the different religious denominations.
I hope you see my point, though you may not agree with it.
I am glad that Sarup! has offered her services to you.

Yours sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 20097

188. LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA
January 25, 1933

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDAS,

Here is the estimate for the proposed English edition of
Harijan Sevak. As you can see, it is a very moderate sum. There
will still be some overhead charges on clerical assistance, and
whatever remuneration that might have to be paid to Shastri who
has agreed to edit the paper.

I propose to bring out, to start with, 10,000 copies. Then
if there is not that demand, we might slow down. My policy, as
you know, is that I shall not handle the paper except to make it
self-supporting. If it does not become self-supporting, I should

1 Vijayalakshmi Pandit
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conclude that there is inefficient management or editing, or that
there is no public demand for such a paper. In any one of these
cases, if the defect cannot be mended, the paper must be ended. I
should give the paper a trial for three months, within which time
it must become self-supporting.

I would therefore like you, after consultation with Thakkar
Bapa and such others as you need to consult, to telegraph your
sanction of the expenditure, such as it may be, up to the final
limit to be fixed by you. I suggest an addition of Rs. 200 per
month at the outside to the figures as per estimate, excluding the
postal and telegraphic charges. I should be able to give you more
definite figures after I have seen Shastri. If you can pass the bud-
get, should I proceed with the paper whether you have brought
out the Hindi edition or not? I understand that there is not like-
ly to be any difficulty at this end about bringing out the paper.

I have your telegram from Gwalior about the Government
decision on the untouchability Bills. I hope you received my
reply. I hope, too, that you have read my very exhaustive state-
ment! to the Press. I do not need, therefore, to add anything to the
Press statement, for I have nothing more to add.

I am sending you a copy of my letter? to Hariji about the
Society receiving or seeking financial assistance from the Govern-
ment. Here again I do not need to add to it. It speaks for itself.
I hope you are better. I would like you to treat your health as
much of a business concern as any other, and thus not a thing to
be neglected or wasted.

Yours sincerely,
Baru

From a photostat: S.N. 20096. Also C.W. 7923. Courtesy: G. D. Birla

1 Vide ‘“‘Statement on Viceroy’s Decision”, pp. 128-32.
2 Vide the preceding item.



189. LETTER TO VIRIYALA VENKATA RAO

Fanuary 25, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. Here are my answers:

The opening of temples to Harijans is to be an act of pe-
nance on the part of caste Hindus or rather an act of payment
of an obligation due to them.! That one act will elevate them.
Throwing open of temples to them is the foundation for their ele-
vation and not a reward for good behaviour. They will only be
liable to the same conditions as caste Hindus are as to daily bath,
etc. But just as we do not ask every caste Hindu who enters a tem-
ple whether he has conformed to the conditions or not, unless he
bears the mark of non-performance on his own person at the time
of entry, even so we may not cross-question a Harijan in appearance
showing no disregard of conditions whether he has fulfilled other
conditions or not. Please remember that abstention from flesh and
drink is not an indispensable condition of entry for caste Hindus
in all sects of Hinduism. Personally, I would like such abstention
to be a condition, but it cannot be imposed upon Harijans, if it
is not imposed upon all Hindus.

If three or four orthodox Brahmins cause obstruction, mis-
called satyagraha, by stretching themselves in front of the temple,
they can be easily dodged. Temple-entry is not complete until
Harijans are allowed to enter on the same terms and up to the
same part as caste Hindus are allowed. There is no question of
Harijans entering the sanctuary if caste Hindus do not enter the
sanctuary and only those who perform the ceremonial are allowed
to enter.

I think this answers all your questions.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. VirivyaLa VENKATA Rao
ANTI-UNTOUCHABILITY LEAGUE
ELLORE

From a microfilm: S.N. 19003

1 For a discussion, vide Appendix VII.
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190. LETTER TO VAKAYIL ACHUTHAN NAIR

Fanuary 25, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I must thank you for your having taken such trouble to fur-
nish me with the papers in connection with the Guruvayur case.
I have had them looked up. I now return them to you by registered
post. You need not now trouble to discover the missing papers.
I see that the information contained in the papers you were good
enough to send me is all that I wanted to get.

Yours sincerely,
Syr. VARAYIL AcHUTHAN NAIR
GURUVAYUR

From a microfilm: S.N. 19005

191. LETTER TO SURENDRA MOHAN BHATTACHARYA

Fanuary 25, 1933
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. If the sanatanists do not ill-treat —not
hate as you have said—untouchables, then, why is it that they
cannot get water, medical aid, decent accommodation, equal
travelling facilities, equal educational facilities for their children,
equal use of public plac<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>