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PREFACE

During the period covered by this volume (April 25-July 16,
1945) the political impasse that had persisted following the failure
of the Gandhi-Jinnah talks in September 1944 was at last broken
and Gandhiji was drawn once again into the vortex of consti-
tutional negotiations. On June 14 the Viceroy announced in a
radio broadcast the release of the members of the Congress
Working Committee and the summoning at Simla of a conference
of Indian leaders to take counsel with him “with a view to the
formation of a new Executive Council more representative of
organized political opinion”. The new government, if formed, he
made it clear, would work under the existing Constitution (p. 441).

The Viceroy’s initiative marked the culmination of his dog-
ged efforts, over the past several months, to persuade the die-hard
leadership in London to mend its fences with nationalist India.
The Cabinet made the concession also because the Conservatives
did not wish to let go the political advantage they might derive
from a generous-seeming gesture to progressive British opinion on
the eve of the general elections scheduled for the following July.

When the Viceroy sent his letter of invitation, Gandhiji was
at Panchgani, recuperating after the physical exhaustion he had
suffered in November the preceding year. Gandhiji was not too
happy with the Viceregal announcement. It did not go very far.
He however recognized that ‘it was a step towards independence’
(p. 383).

What he objected to most vehemently was the principle of
“parity between caste Hindus and Muslims”. In the first place,
“there were no caste and casteless Hindus” and the Viceroy’s
proposal touched ‘‘the political mind of Hindus in its sensitive
spot” (pp. 329 and 332). Moreover, the formula worked out,
with Gandhiji’s approval, between Bhulabhai Desai and Liaqat
Ali, had spoken of parity between the Congress and the Muslim
League (p. 406) and the shift to communal parity would have
the effect of reducing the Congress to the status of a communal
organization representing only ‘“caste Hindus”.

Gandhiji was clear in his mind that India’s problems could
not be solved by any balancing of communal claims. To create
an atmosphere of trust and harmony and work for the welfare
of the masses, the Congress had to preserve its secular character.
If it identified itself in any manner with the Hindus as a community
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the independence so gained, Gandhiji told the Viceroy, would
be ‘“one-sided, untrue and suicidal’’ and he therefore wanted the
Congress to “‘remain for ever free to choose best men and women
from all classes ...” (p. 345). Communal parity, he explained
to G. B. Pant, would spread the communal poison throughout the
country and they would then never be able to win freedom. He
would prefer the Congress being reduced to a minority in the
proposed interim government to its becoming ‘“a communal
organization by selecting as many Hindus as there are Muslims”
(p. 382). The Viceroy explained that there was no such intention
and that the Congress would be free to include non-Hindus among
its nominees for the Council.

Gandhiji further made it known that he was not a mem-
ber of the Congress and that the organization could only be re-
presented by its president. Wavell however insisted that Gandhiji
should make himself available for consultations even if he could
not be a delegate. Gandhiji accordingly made the journey to
Simla. He was greeted, at railway stations on the way, by crowds
“delirious and deaf with love or joy” (p. 367). He could get no
sleep, but even so refused to avail himself of the air-conditioned
coach provided for the leaders, preferring to “melt ... in this
natural heat and so feel “a touch of real India” (p. 363).

The Conference began on June 25 on a hopeful note with
the Viceroy acting as ‘leader’ of the delegates and not as an
agent of Whitehall (p. 390). The Viceroy invited the party
leaders to submit to him lists of their nominees for the Council,
out of which he would make his own selection and then again
place it before the Conference for its consideration. The Con-
gress gave its list, as did some other delegation leaders, but
Jinnah refused to comply. He asked for assurances that : (a)
all the Muslims to be appointed to the Council would be the
nominees of the League, and (b) any measure to which Mus-
lims objected would be carried only by a clear two-thirds majo-
rity of the Council. The Viceroy refused to concede either demand
and, when the Conference reassembled on July 14, announced its
failure, taking the blame upon himself.

Gandhiji wrote to the Viceroy : “This time you have taken
the blame on your own shoulders. But the world will think
otherwise. India certainly does.” At the same time Gandhiji
could not hide “the suspicion that the deeper cause is perhaps the
reluctance of the official world to part with power ...” (p. 426).

Gandhiji had all along been advocating the adoption of
Hindustani as the country’s common language, since this mixture
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of Hindi and Urdu was understood and spoken by the common
people of North India. When he felt that the Hindi Sahitya
Sammelan did not share his approach he wished to resign
from it (pp. 23, 46, 181 and 317-8). He wurged the Muslims
also to adopt a similar secular attitude in regard to the struggle
of Syria and Lebanon for independence and advised them to
make it ‘““a national issue” and ‘“‘speak as Indians”. India
divided against itself could ‘“have no effect on the council of
the nations of the world” (pp. 250-1).

Though Gandhiji was an orthodox Hindu in his spiritual
outlook, his interpretation of the system of varnas had always
been critical and dynamic, as is so clearly evidenced by his life-
long crusade against untouchability. His views on varna divisions
remained in constant evolution. In a foreword to a collection
of his earlier writings on the subject he advised the reader
“to discard anything” (p. 224) in his past writings which might
appear incompatible with his latest views. A man “daily moves
either forward or backward.” His views had changed and might
change in future; one should not even wish that one’s views
should not change. His vision of truth and ahimsa was, he
believed, ‘“becoming clearer every day’ (p. 222).

This change was marked particularly in his attitude to in-
tercaste marriage, more especially marriages between savarna Hin-
dus and untouchables. Such marriages he now advocated with
an insistence not shown before. He told a correspondent that
he did not ‘“‘at all approve of marriages within the same caste”
and that he attached ‘“‘the highest importance to marriages be-
tween Ati-Sudras and caste Hindus” (p. 77). He gave it as
his “latest thinking” that ‘‘there should be no difficulty even
about marriages between persons of different religions.... The
offspring may choose either religion” (p. 78). He even went
so far as to refuse to bless marriages unless they were inter-
caste (p. 99).

With the British political authority in India inexorably
weakening, and with the Indian capitalists suddenly finding
themselves flush with capital accumulated from war contracts,
it became necessary for the British industrial circles to work out
a new modus vivendi with their Indian counterparts for their joint
future operations. Ardeshir Dalal and others worked out an in-
dustrial plan and a deputation of Indian capitalists embarked
on a visit to England and America to make contacts with the
industrialists there. Gandhiji felt unhappy over the move and
its timing. ‘“Big merchants, capitalists, industrialists and others,”
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he said in a sharply worded Press statement, ‘“‘speak and write
against the Government, but in action do its will and even pro-
fit ...” He urged them to ‘“‘forgo the crumbs that fall to them
from partnership with the British in the loot which British rule
takes from India”. The statement concluded with the stern
warning : “The so-called unofficial deputation . .. dare not pro-
ceed, whether for inspection or for entering into a shameful
deal, so long as the moving spirits of the Working Committee
are being detained without any trial ...” (p. 80). On G. D.
Birla protesting that the deputation had no such intention as
Gandhiji had assumed of harming India’s interests, he offered
them his “blessings and prayer in terms of famishing and naked
India” (p. 94). The blessings were conditional and calculated
to haunt them “like a ghost”.

Even though for most of the time covered by the volume
Gandhiji was ‘‘resting’’, his correspondence was so heavy that
it hardly allowed him to “lift up” his ‘“head from work”
(p. 234). Among the things that claimed his attention was the
management of the Ashram at Sevagram. With the kind of
human material that made up the Ashram this had at no time
been an easy task. There were differences of opinion (p. 5),
differences of temperament (pp. 2, 17), so many interpersonal
tensions and such sudden abdications of responsibility that Gan-
dhiji could only hope that ‘“‘the management of the Ashram will
not completely break up” (p. 194). On one occasion he was
driven to feel that perhaps ‘“‘we should close the Ashram and
everyone should settle down in different departments” (p. 43).

Gandhiji visualized the Ashram as a place where he could
educate people in “‘institution ethics” (p. 105), learning and
practising the art of collective living by effacing oneself com-
pletely in dedicated service (p. 263). For ensuring harmony he
advised Manibehn Patel to regard one’s own faults as ‘“moun-
tains’> and other people’s faults as “molehills” (p. 22). “One
becomes oneself,”” he wrote to another Ashram worker, “only
if one ceases to be oneself” (p. 11). This represented for him
the spirit of Ramarajya, ‘“‘the reign of the self-imposed law of
moral restraint” (p. 300). Such moral democracy required the
practice of non-attachment by the leaders and recognition of
possible truth in points of view other than one’s own. “...I
do not wish to make everybody like me,”” he wrote, ... every-
body should be true to himself” (p. 306). Adverting to his
views on railways, etc., in Hind Swaraj, he recommended ‘‘a free
and easy attitude in such matters” so that one could live with
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all types of people. Non-attachment was the only proper dharma
(p. 325).

Non-attachment, however, did not mean absence of feeling.
“He who identifies himself with every living creature must feel
every kind of woe and yet remain unaffected by it (p. 300).
How far Gandhiji had attained to such a state of inwardness and
detachment may be seen from his account of an experience of
the Himalayas while in Simla. As he looked at the snowy peaks,
his mind was ‘“filled with supreme peace’”’. The spectacle made
him think of Siva’s Kailas. Soon, however, awakening from
this what one may call aesthetic arrest he declared, “My Kailas,
however, is Sevagram. The life-giving waters of my Ganga flow
from there” (p. 397).

Gandhiji’s ability to live with all kinds of people is illus-
trated by his attitude to the Communists, who had, during the
War, supported the British and opposed the Quit India move-
ment. Though the Party’s Secretary, P. C. Joshi, had not res-
ponded in the right spirit to Gandhiji’s letter (vide Vol. LXXVII
and LXXVIII), Gandhiji wrote to a member of the party : “I
dare not condemn you, Batliwala, Joshi or Habib of Lucknow
.... ] do not want to pass judgment against a political party”
(p. 175), and “I have no difficulty in working side by side with
Communists” (p. 238).

When Firoz Khan Noon, who had been sent by the British
to represent India at the United Nations Conference in San
Fransisco, issued a poisonous statement charging Gandhiji with
pro-Japanese sympathies and suggesting that he should retire in
favour of Jawaharlal Nehru, Gandhiji pointed out that the British
themselves had quietly withdrawn the charge and as for his
retiring in favour of Nehru, “He and I are friends. But we are
no rivals. We are both servants of the people and the platform of
service is as big as the world. It is never overcrowded” (p. 65).

Gandhiji retained to the last the happy human contacts of
his South African days. A letter from Sonja Schlesin revived in
him pleasant memories and he wrote back : “I am glad about
Mrs. Naidoo. What is she doing? What about his children?
Could you send me a photo of the family with Thambi in it?”
(p. 125).

A book of Satis Chandra Das Gupta provided occasion to
Gandhiji to stress the organic methods of tillage. In a foreword
to Cow in India he wrote : “He proves the superiority of cattle
over the engine for ploughing the fields of India. He establishes
the inevitable connection and interdependence between the
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cattle and other animal life, the earth and man” (p. 149).
Centralized large-scale production, even when State-controlled,
was bound to “multiply the people’s wants’ and destroy “the
will to work”. For that reason he doubted that ‘“Russia will
produce something unique”. But if it did, and ‘“‘intellectual and
personal freedom is at the same time secured ... I will have to
revise my present concept of ahimsa” (pp. 152-3).

Of interest too is a discussion Gandhiji had with Rajago-
palachari, who persistently advocated concessions being given to
the Muslim League in order to hasten a political settlement.
“You want,” Gandhiji told him, ‘... power at any price. I
have put a limit to the price to be paid.... I can afford to
wait till it comes at my price, for I am making progress how-
ever slight it may be” (p. 110).

The volume has its quota of ‘“memorable sayings’. Thus
answering a request for a message for the Negro people of
America, Gandhiji says : ‘“My life is its own message’ (p. 209).
And to a correspondent : ‘“We should seek solitude among the
multitudes—inaction in activity—but such activity should be with-
out desire for fruits” (p. 214).

Writing to Narayan Desai on learning through teaching in
Nayee Talim and the significance of spinning, he said, “Know-
ledge has infinite forms, but only he who knows that at the bot-
tom all knowledge is one really knows’ (p. 146). The same idea
he repeated in another letter : ‘“The study of one science makes
the study of another science easier” (p. 160).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set
up in small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports
of speeches and interviews, as also passages which are not by
Gandhiji have been set up in small type. In reports of speeches
and interviews slight changes and omissions, where necess-
ary, have been made in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with
the original.

Where an item has no date in the source, the inferred date
is supplied within square brackets, the reasons being given where
necessary. The writings are placed under the date of publica-
tion, except where they carry a date-line or where the date of
writing has special significance and is ascertainable.

References to Volume I of this series are to the January
1969 edition.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in the Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N.
refers to documents, M.M.U. to the reels of the Mobile Micro-
film Unit and S.G. to the photostats of the Sevagram collec-
tion available in the Gandhi National Museum and Library
(Rashtriya Gandhi Sangrahalaya), New Delhi; C.W. denotes do-
cuments secured by the Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to
the text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period cov-
ered by the volume are also provided at the end.
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GHANSHYAMSINGH GUPTA (28-5-1945)
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SAILENDRA NATH CHATTERJEE (28-5-1945)
SARAYU DHOTRE (28-5-1945)
KRISHNACHANDRA (28-5-1945)

TELEGRAM TO RAMESHWARI NEHRU (29-5-1945)
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INTERVIEW
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KRISHNAVARMA (29-5-1945)

NANJI KALIDAS (29-5-1945)
RANCHHODDAS (29-5-1945)

AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (29-5-1945)
SHAMALDAS GANDHI (29-5-1945)

B. JAGANNATHDAS (29-5-1945)

PIR ILAHIBUKSH (29-5-1945)

SUSHILA (29-5-1945)

SHYAMLAL (29-5-1945)

MOHAMMED HAMID-UD-DIN (29-5-1945)
TO DENTON J. BROOKS JR. (On or before

SUDHIR GHOSH (30-5-1945)
MIRABEHN (30-5-1945)

VALJI G. DESAI (30-5-1945)
JAISUKHLAL GANDHI (30-5-1945)
NANDLAL PATEL (30-5-1945)
CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (30-5-1945)
BURJORJI F. BHARUCHA (30-5-1945)
AMIN (30-5-1945)

VASUMATI PANDIT (30-5-1945)
RAMPRASAD VYAS (30-5-1945)
SITARAM P. PATWARDHAN (30-5-1945)
SARASWATI GANDHI (30-5-1945)
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LETTER TO PRABHAKAR (30-5-1945)

LETTER TO KUNDAR DIWAN (30-5-1945)

LETTER TO RAMESHWARI NEHRU (30-5-1945)

LETTER TO DEVPRAKASH NAYYAR (30-5-1945)

LETTER TO OM PRAKASH GUPTA (30-5-1945)

LETTER TO LAKSHMINARAYAN (30-5-1945)

LETTER TO SHRIKRISHNADAS JAJU (30-5-1945)

LETTER TO RAMASWAMI (30-5-1945)

FOREWORD TO ‘‘VARNAVYAVASTHA”’ (31-5-1945)

LETTER TO MANILAL GANDHI (31-5-1945)

LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (31-5-1945)

LETTER TO MANGALDAS (31-5-1945)

LETTER TO R. V. PANDIT (31-5-1945)

LETTER TO AMRITLAL T. NANAVATI (31-5-1945)

LETTER TO DR. P. SUBBAROYAN (31-5-1945)

LETTER TO RAMDEV (31-5-1945)

LETTER TO DHARMADEV SHASTRI (31-5-1945)

NOTE FOR ‘‘GRAM UDYOG PATRIKA’ (31-5-1945)

FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (May 1945)

TELEGRAM TO NANJI KALIDAS (1-6-1945)

TELEGRAM TO N. G. RANGA (1-6-1945)

LETTER TO KANCHAN M. SHAH (1-6-1945)

LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (1-6-1945)

LETTER TO KANTILAL GANDHI (1-6-1945)

LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (1-6-1945)

LETTER TO MERCHANT (1-6-1945)

LETTER TO MANGALDAS PAKVASA (1-6-1945)

LETTER TO NRISINHAPRASAD K. BHATT (1-6-1945)

LETTER TO SUSHILA GANDHI (1-6-1945)

LETTER TO TARA N. MASHRUWALA (1-6-1945)

LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (1-6-1945)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (1-6-1945)

FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO MOHAN KUMARAMANGALAM
(2-6-1945)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (2-6-1945)

LETTER TO LADY ABBAS ALI BAIG (2-6-1945)

LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (2-6-1945)

LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (2-6-1945)

LETTER TO OMKARNATH THAKUR (2-6-1945)

LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (2-6-1945)

LETTER TO R. K. NANDKEOLYAR (2-6-1945)

LETTER TO JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM (2-6-1945)

LETTER TO SHANTABAI KALE (2-6-1945)
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1. TELEGRAM TO N. G. RANGA

MAHABALESHWAR,

April 25, 1945

Pror. Rancal

PonnuRr
YOUR WORK BEST MESSAGE.2
Baru
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
2. TELEGRAM TO JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM
MAHABALESHWAR,

April 25, 1945
JairaMpas DouLATRAM
HypERABAD (SIND)
EXPECT You HERE, SYMPATHY CHIMANDAS. LOVE.
Baru

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

3. TELEGRAM TO SINANA KRIPALANI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 25, 1945
SinaNA KRIPALANI
Care Inpia Crus
PorT oF SpaIN
(TrintDAD, WEST INDIES)

HOPE DOMICILED INDIANS PROVE WORTHY OF MOTHERLAND.

GANDHI
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 An economist; President, All-India Kisan Sabha and Andhra Pro-
vincial Congress Committee; Member, Congress Parliamentary Party at the
Centre; Founder-President, Swatantra Party

2 The addressee had asked for a message on the occasion of inaugura-
tion of training for rural work in peasants’ institute which was opened by
Gandhiji in 1933.
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4. LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 25, 1945

CHI. MUNNALAL,
I got your postcard of the 14th only today. I think Ram-
prasad must have left by now.! You need not, therefore, go.
Take charge of the kitchen yourself. Put up cheerfully with
everybody’s temperament. In that lies your victory. Servants
are not servants but our brothers and sisters. It is a virtue,
not a sin, to run the kitchen with their help. But one should
know how to do that. The servants should be treated as one’s
brothers and sisters.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 8457. Also C.W. 5574. Courtesy :
Munnalal G. Shah

5. LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 25, 1945

CHI. CHIMANLAL,
I felt sad after reading your letter. I am returning it to you.
Remind me about it when I return there. I cannot do anything
by writing. You are weak, but if you have gained sufficient
strength, write to Shri Ramprasad. See what reply he gives.
Improve your health. I am writing to Munnalal. If he cannot
have peace of mind there, let him come here.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 10626

1 To help Mirabehn; vide “Letter to Mirabehn’, 7-5-1945.



6. LETTER TO AKBAR CHAWDA

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 25, 1945

CHI. AKBAR,

I got your letter.

I entirely agree with you about liquor. Your job there is a
difficult one, but you have undertaken it knowingly. How can
you give it up now, especially when you are confronted with
obstacles ?

I intend to stay here up to the end of May and after that
one month in Panchgani. Whether or not I will be able to do
so, rests with God. 1 feel better.

I should be happy if Vasumati! stayed on there. It will be
good if she settles down somewhere.

What Badshah Khan? says is partially true. You went to
Samau of your own accord, though it is true that I approved of
your decision.

I would also approve of your going to the Frontier Province—
probably, even more—but only on condition that you desired to
go there. Now I would not even induce you. You yourself, there-
fore, should write to Badshah Khan and tell him that you would
be betraying your dharma, if you were to leave Samau. If you
had not settled down to work there, you would have gone to the
Frontier Province. If you could train somebody for the Samau
work, I should certainly like you to go to the Frontier Province.
Just now, as you know, I am trying to persuade Zohra? to join you.

Write another letter to Badshah Khan. One to Vasumati
and one to him.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 3237

1 Vasumati Pandit
2 Abdul Ghaffar Khan
3 Addressee’s wife



7. LETTER TO SITARAM P. PATWARDHAN

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 25, 1945
BHAI APPA,

It is good you have sent an account of the satyagraha.
Harijan brethren seem to have displayed considerable forbearance
and courage. I see the conditions were favourable. That the
people’s support too was forthcoming is a good sign. Much remains
to be done to make this success an enduring one. In order
to retain public support Harijan men and women will have
to go a long way in purity and cleanliness. It is not right to
argue that others are not pure and clean. Harijan brethren
have to go against the current and should therefore develop the
necessary strength.

Make use of this in whatever way you like, so that I need
not write again.

Blessings from
Baru
SADHAKASHRAM
Kankavarr P. O.
RaTNacIrr DisTrICT

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

8. LETTER TO MAGANBHAI P. DESAI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 25, 1945
CHI. MAGANBHAI,

I have your letter. You place reliance on me which, at the
present moment, is not right. One does not even know whether
or not I shall recover. I hope to live for 125 years but there
are many obstacles in the way. Even supposing I survived,
it seems to me I shall only be an adviser. It is true that if the
Congress comes into power, I will suggest changes in the field
of education. However, your duty is clear. Your work is to
persuade your colleagues and go ahead. That is why I sent

4



LETTER TO DEV 5

Narahari’s! letter to you. You will have to be cautious, if he holds
a different view. The essence of democracy is that one must
move taking along one’s colleagues. My help will be limited to
using my influence. I can render that help only if I am in
Ahmedabad and listen to all the discussions. Sitting here I can
only write letters such as this.
Do you realize my limitations? Keep on writing to me as
long as you do not.
Blessings from
Baru

MacanBHAT DEsAT
GUJARAT VIDYAPITH, AHMEDABAD

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

9. LETTER TO SAROJFINI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 25, 1945
SISTER SAROJINI?,

I have your letter. I advise you to do what Chimanlalji
says. It will not be proper for me to say anything from here.
Keep fit, keep calm and mix with others as sugar mixes with milk.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

10. LETTER TO DEV

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 25, 1945

CHI. DEV,

It is good that you wrote the essay for Aryanayakamji.

You must have received my previous letter.

The couple? want to send you to Punjab. Go, if you have
confidence, but on condition that you will go there only for a

I Narahari D. Parikh’s

2 She had come from Orissa to stay for a few months in the Seva-
gram Ashram.

3 E. W. Aryanayakam, Secretary, Hindustani Talimi Sangh, and Ashadevi
Aryanayakam



6 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

short time and all the expenses will be borne by Punjab. I am of
the opinion that it will not be proper for you to go, if the cen-
tral office has to bear the expenses.
You may show this letter to Aryanayakamji and Ashadevi.
You must keep good health.
Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

11. LETTER TO HOSHIARI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 25, 1945
CHI. HOSHIARI!,

Why do you say that I did not write to you? I have writ-
ten to you not one but two letters. I do not do so always.

Your handwriting is very good. Never mind if the letters
are large.

You are trying to keep Father happy. You are sending for
the children. Now calm down. Do your work. The children
should be arriving any day.

Balvantsinha will bring them.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

12. LETTER TO VAMANRAO FOSHI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 25, 1945

BHAI VAMANRAO JOSHI,

I have your very neat and cheerful letter. I am very happy
that you are keeping good health.

Blessings from
Baru

1 Balvantsinha’s niece



LETTER TO RAIHANA TYABJI 7

[PS.]
For the time being I am here.

VIR VAMANRAO JosHI
AMRAOTI, BERAI

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

13. LETTER TO RAIHANA TYABjJI

MAHABALESHWAR,

April 25, 1945

MY DEAR RAIHANA,

I was very happy to receive your letter. You are right.
You yourself say in your letter that I cannot remove you from
the position of a trustee!. You know our duty, don’t you? What-
ever we may have to say about anyone, we should let them know
first. Hence even if you yourself do not say anything to Mridula-
behn?, you should let me show your letter to her. That will
make your work and mine easier. Most of your grievances have
been redressed. The rest, too, will be set right.

You are right that we should not act in haste.

You believe in Homoeopathy and have also found a good
doctor. Why do you still continue to be unwell?

Give my regards to Mother3. Is she well?

Blessings to you and Saroj* from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : S.N. 9678

1 Of Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust

2 Mridula Sarabhai, Organizing Secretary of Kasturba Gandhi National
Memorial Trust; vide p. 32.

3 Amina Tyabji

4 Saroj Nanavati



14. A NOTE
[After April 25, 1945]!

Write to the non-spinners that they must spin at least as
much as one anna in a rupee. Only those who wear khadi to
oblige others may not do so. One should wear khadi realizing that
it is one’s dharma to do so.

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

15. LETTER TO M. S. KELKAR

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945

DEAR DR. ICE?,

I have your letter. Please let me know how much food and
distilled water .. . would cost per leper. Why not remove the cases
to be treated to Dattapur? That would be the least costly. And
you and I would know what success would attend your effort.
Whatever you do should be done with the Manager’s consent
and approval. Shastriji® himself will perhaps be the most willing
patient if you will experiment upon him.

As to Balkrishna*, Dr. Sushila’ says, his heart is not weak
and he has no T. B. now. All he needs is proper digestion and
good food. The latter he has. He has gained much weight through
the vaid’s treatment. Nevertheless you may talk to him and
he can write to me what he would like to do.® What about
Chimanlal himself ?

Love.

Baru

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 The note is written on an envelope bearing the postmark ““April 25, 1945”.

2 Gandhiji gave this name on account of the addressee’s faith in ice
treatment; vide Vol. XXXIX, p. 360.

3 Parachure Shastri, a leprosy patient. He came to Ashram in 1939
and stayed there till his death on September 5, 1945.

4 Balkrishna Bhave

5 Dr. Sushila Nayyar

6 Vide also p. 9.



16. LETTER TO V. I. MUNISWAMY PILLAY

MAHBABALESHWAR,

April 26, 1945

DEAR MUNISWAMY,

Your letter reached me too late to overtake the wedding
date. May the couple have a long and happy life of service to
the motherland.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GaANDHI

Sur1 V. I. MuNiswamy Pirray
SATH VILAS

OoTty

Soutu INDIA

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

17. LETTER TO BALKRISHNA BHAVE

MAHABALESHWAR,

April 26, 1945

CHI. BALKRISHNA,
Now you have gone to Rustom Bhavan. How do you keep
there? Dr. Kelkar writes to ask whether he may treat you?
Do you want to be treated by him? If you do, you have to
give up Chandiprasad’s treatment. I would like you to decide

about Dr. Kelkar’s treatment.!

Blessings from

Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Vide also p. 8.



18. LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945

BAPAL]

I hope you have returned after successfully accomplishing
the work among the Bhils, and with eyes and body uninjured.
Write, if there is anything worth reporting. I am enclosing
Swami’s? latest letter to me. I wanted to talk to you about his
demands but somehow always it got left out. It seems I shall
have to write something for him. But how can I do so without
informing you?

The quarrel was a domestic one, the public did not come
into it. Personally you had nothing against Swami or his work;
then why could not you say that his work was irreproachable
or some such thing? I would say that.

Baru
AMRITLAL THAKKAR
SERVANTS OF INDIA SociETY
BomBay 4

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

19. LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945
CHI. MUNNALAL,

I got your three letters together. I have observed that
when you write so many letters at once, you are agitated. It
is so this time, too. Why is that? You are agitated when I
am in the Ashram and also when I am not. Maybe, the nature
of your agitation is different in the two cases, but the effect on
your health is the same. This shows that your unhappiness
springs from within, and that its supposed external causes are

1 Amritlal V. Thakkar, Secretary, Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial
Trust
2 Swami Anand

10



LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH 11

nothing but imagination. How can it be that your old co-work-
ers themselves harass you? The harassment is imagined. Differ-
ences of opinion do not constitute harassment. What is the
use of my ordering you? After all it is with your co-workers
that you have to work and you must, therefore, work in har-
mony with them. This is what is meant by public opinion,
“democracy”. Work of this nature can be done only by accepting
the majority opinion or the decision of the person who has
been selected as the leader. Why should one feel unhappy about
this, or think that one’s self-respect is being offended? This is
the only way of serving other people—not in the manner we
like, but in the manner that they desire. Only if you do this
cheerfully you will gain wisdom, rise higher and do the utmost
possible service. My advice, therefore, is that you should remain
there and go on working patiently and cheerfully. I should,
of course, like you to deal with the so-called servants as you
would with your own brothers and sisters. That will bring credit
to you, and if you succeed, the results will be excellent. Ser-
vants have always been with us in their capacity as servants.
The only difference is that now we wish to draw them nearer
to us and give some time to them. If you do not show discre-
tion in this, you will fail. But even if you fail, what does it
matter? Success lies hidden in failure. He who fails will one
day succeed. One who does nothing for fear of failing will
achieve nothing. If you start re-counting from the point where
you went wrong, you will get the figure right.

By losing yourself you will gain yourself. One becomes one-
self only if one ceases to be oneself. Why, then, need you fear
losing your individuality? Let it be lost.

I had a letter from Kanchan! today, which I am sending
for your perusal. Let her stay where she is. She will get trained
there. Amtussalaam also mentions her in her letter. I am, there-
fore, sending that too.

I tear up your letters. You should never preserve your
letters. They contain your sarcasms on the impulse of the mo-
ment. There is no point in re-reading or recalling them.

All of you have been kept fully informed about ourselves.
We shall be here up to the end of May, then June in
Panchgani and then Sevagram. This is my intention. Only
His will be done. Our hosts here are Premlilabehn? and

1 Addressee’s wife
2 Premlila Thackersey



12 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI
Shantikumar!, and in Panchgani it will be Nanji Sheth?. In
addition, Bachchharajbhai® is of course at both the places.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 8456. Also C.W. 5575. Courtesy :
Munnalal G. Shah

20. A LETTER

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945

CHL . . .4,
I got your letter. Chi. ... likes what you have done. You

need not, therefore, think about it any more. I examined your
doings not as those of a near relation, but as an educated
woman’s. Though you were not guilty, even then I regard it
as a great error on your part to have kept the knowledge of
his marriage in childhood a secret. I did like, of course, your
marrying outside the caste. That neither ... nor you treated
the childhood marriage as marriage seems altogether improper.
. seems to be a very good man. However, according to me
he has done no service to the lady. You certainly have not.
How would you have felt, if you had been in that woman’s
place? There are numerous cases in Hindu society like...’s.
If everybody did what he had done, what would be the condition
of the girls married to them? .. .s duty was to live with that girl
and be her teacher. You were tempted by the thought of doing
social service, and he was infatuated with you. You need not
accept this analysis. Both of you believe that you have followed
dharma in what you did. That is enough for you. One’s

dharma is what one believes to be so.
I am not writing separately to. ... Treat this as meant for

you both.
Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]

Ba Bapuni Shili Chhayaman, pp. 226-7

1 Shantikumar N. Morarjee

2 Nanji Kalidas

3 Bachchharaj Sheth who had adopted Jamnalal Bajaj
4 Omissions as in the source



21. LETTER TO SAHEB MOHAMMED

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945
BHAI KHWAJA SAHEB,

I have gone through your letter to Pyarelalji. I read your
translation bit by bit. I do not get time but of what use is my
opinion? It is Dr. Mahmud’s' opinion that is important. I
have only a working knowledge of Urdu. The only thing I can
say 1is that according to me you have done well in doing the
translation.

Yours,

M. K. GANDHI

Kuwaja SAHEB MOHAMMED

ReTIRED PrincIiPAL, IsLaMiA COLLEGE
OutsipE DELHI GATE

LaHORE

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

22. LETTER TO DIPTI DAS GUPTA

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945

CHI. DIPTI DAS GUPTA,
May you live long and serve the country.

Blessings from
M. K. GanpuI

Sur1 DipT1 Das GupTta
Cl/o Suri KHAGENDRANATH DAs GupTa
JarLpaicuri, BENcAL

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Syed Mahmud, Education and Development Minister in Bihar, 1937-39
13



23. LETTER TO SUBHADRA KUMARI CHAUHAN

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945

DEAR SISTER,
Convey my blessings to the newly married couple. May they

render great service to the country.
Blessings from

Baru

SuBHADRA KuMARI CHAUHAN
569 RicaT TowN
JaBaLPUR

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

24. LETTER TO HOSHIARI

MAHABALESHWAR,

April 26, 1945

CHI. HOSHIARI,
I have received your second letter, written in a neat hand.
It is good that you have received a letter from Uncle. Your son!
may also come with him. In case he does not, Balvantsinha will
certainly bring him. Your pure conduct and diligence will also

have an effect [on him].
Blessings from

Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Gajaraj
14



25. LETTER TO TOTARAM SANADHYA

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945

BHAI TOTARAM,
I was very happy to have your letter. Your tapascharya is
great. You have done much service. Now it is time for you to
take service. Rest yourself and pray. Sincere prayer in itself is
service for an invalid person.
I have been having news of you regularly.
You have given the right suggestion about Chi. Hariprasad!.
It is his duty to visit you. I shall be reaching Sevagram in
July. It is no part of Hariprasad’s duty to visit me. It is a
difficult journey and also pretty expensive. I am writing to him.?
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 2534

26. LETTER TO HARIPRASAD

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945

CHI. HARIPRASAD,

Panditji3 has given me a vivid description of you. It is

better that you go to Sabarmati to meet him. You need not

come to Sevagram. It is far off, and the fare is also more. I

will spend two months away from Sevagram. That is my plan
at the moment.

Blessings from

Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Addressee’s adopted son
2 Vide the following item.
3 Totaram Sanadhya

15



27. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945

DAUGHTER,

I have your letter. Do not work if you are not paid. Money
will not be coming from Maganwadi. It will have to come from
P. Babu! or Bhagirathji?2. Do not strive for money. It is all
right if it comes of itself. If there is any help available for the
oil-press, you will be able to manage it. If not, abandon it.
Your duty is to serve. If P. Babu relieves you, isn’t there plenty
of service to be done in the Ashram?

I shall be spending one month in Mahabaleshwar, the next
month in Panchgani and then I shall be in the Ashram.

You must improve your health. Lavanyalata® must be well.
You have done good sale of khadi.*

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]
Enclosed is the letter to Hayat’s doctor. Read it and write
what you want to me or to Hayatullah or to the doctor.
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 474

1 Presumably, Prafulla Chandra Ghosh
2 Bhagirath Kanodia
3 Lavanyalata Chanda who was later appointed Agent, Kasturba Gandhi

National Memorial Trust, Bengal
4 The addressee was working at Borkamta in Bengal.

16



28. LETTER TO OM PRAKASH GUPTA

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945

CHI. OM PRAKASH,
Unless you scrupulously follow all the Ashram rules, you will
gain nothing by merely staying in the Ashram. You will have
to get a certificate from the inmates of the Ashram. If you are
hot-tempered, cure yourself of it. The Ashram is the place to over-
come temperamental shortcomings. Not everybody can do so.
But you must. You have to provide an ideal. If you do not like
the Ashram, it would be futile for you to stay there.
Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : C.W. 5896. Courtesy : Munnalal G. Shah

29. LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945
CHI. BALVANTSINHA,

There is no reason to feel unhappy over having brought
Om Prakash with you. What can one do if such persons get in?
You did not bring him deliberately. I have written to him.!
Let us hope he will understand.

Hoshiari is getting along well.

Dr. Kelkar has written about teaching you English. I have
dissuaded him. We can acquire all knowledge through our own
language. But if you are particular, I shall not stop you, nor
shall T encourage you.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 1959

1 Vide the preceding item.
17
80-2



30. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945
CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,

I was sorry to read about Ram Narayan’s! illness. Keep me
informed. Let us hope he will recover.

Balkrishna has lost a lot of weight. Are not dates available
in the Ashram? Look in my room. If there are any, give them
to him; if not, let Chimanlal write to Rameshwar Das Birla. You
will have the dates.

I understand about Om Prakash. Put up with him as long
as you can.?

Speak again to Ashadevi. You should do what you can
easily do.

The discharge will stop. It is not anybody’s duty to sleep
on hot sand. You can use my wooden divan. If you sprinkle
some water over the sand, the heat will disappear.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 4511. Also C.W. 5897. Courtesy :

Krishnachandra

31. LETTER TO GANGI A. HINGORANI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 26, 1945
DAUGHTER GANGI,

Your letter is very good. It was good that Anand3 wrote a
letter. The doctor’s treatment should continue. This is the
meaning of the letter. Keep writing to me.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Hindi. Courtesy : National Archives of India,
and Anand T. Hingorani

I Ram Narayan Chaudhary’s
2 Vide also the preceding item.
3 Addressee’s husband

18



32. LETTER TO ANAND T. HINGORANI

April 26, 1945

CHI. ANAND,
How can I forget? Do I not have to write for you daily?!
I do not like your illness. There is danger in treating oneself.
Do as I have written to Gangi. Now, when you go to Dr. Raju?,

take his treatment. Recover now with the doctor’s treatment.
What about Mahadev3.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Hindi. Courtesy : National Archives of India,
and Anand T. Hingorani

33. LETTER T0 D. RAMASWAMI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 27, 1945

MY DEAR RAMASWAMI,
Your postcard. I don’t think Ch. told me anything special

about you.

I am glad you are doing well and spinning regularly on the
takli.

What is your speed and count? Do you make your own
slivers ?

Baru

SHR1 D. RaMaswawMI

C/o tHE EasTERN Druc Co.
MasuripaTam, KisTna DisTrICT
ANDHRA

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Vide ““A Thought for the Day”, 16-7-1945.
2 Dr. Krishna Raju
3 Addressee’s son
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34. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 27, 1945

CHI. NARANDAS,

I have made the corrections which occurred to me. Observe
them. I don’t wish to think more. Bombay also is all right.
Kaniya’s! name is in connection with Bombay. It means that
he will have to stay in Bombay for those months. I shall not
object. Think over it, both of you. He will acquit himself well
wherever he is.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati : M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8623.
Courtesy : Narandas Gandhi

35. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 27, 1945

CHI. NARANDAS,

I like the scheme?. There are two tests in it—of yarn contri-
bution and pice contribution. In both what matters is the num-
ber of donors. Yarn is a source of strength, as is evident from
the very saying: ‘“Many threads mean strength.”” One thread of
yarn may snap, but a rope made up of many threads would pull
much heavier weight depending on the number of threads. . .3
Therefore yarn, from a single individual, however much it may
be, is of no consequence. There will be many who will be ready
to give more than seventy-six pice. .. It is good that you have
decided not to accept more. Similarly [even less than that]*
cannot be accepted. Otherwise the account will not be clear.
Only a little .. .. There are millions in this poor country who

1 Kanu Gandhi, addressee’s son
2 For celebrating Gandhiji’s 76th birthday. It was that every one
should present to Gandhiji at least one hank of yarn and 76 pice.

3 Omissions as in the source
4 From The Hindu, 15-7-1945
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can offer no more than a pie. There are also likely to be
millions who do not have even one pie. Those of them who are
eager to contribute may offer 76 pice in the name of one of them
as their representative. Similarly a family may contribute 76
pice for each member. Even after saying all this, I would say
that my preference is for the yarn.

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—9 : Shri Narandas Gandhine, Part 2, p. 304

36. LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 27, 1945

CHI. MANI,

I got your letter. Immediately after reading it, I tore it
up. It had been kept aside by mistake, but it came to me as
soon as it was discovered that it was personal.

But what is there so personal in what you have written? I
myself opened it just to respect your wishes and to reassure you
and will post this in the same way.

As for fasts, perhaps I must have undertaken more of them
than anyone else in the group. In South Africa I used to fast
on any pretext. I must have taken only one meal a day for
more than a year. But I am of the opinion that moderation in
eating is more difficult than fasting. Fasts have a place in our
life but the death of a relative is certainly not an occasion for
them. Why shouldn’t they be undertaken on the occasion of
birth? I have done that also but gave that up on further reflection.
From this you can judge your fasts.! The human body is the
temple of God, and should be taken care of as such.

It is not that I do not know of your regular habits. Motilalji?
gave you first rank in that. But you should be charitable to co-
workers. You fail in your duty to your neighbours because you
are not so. Moreover you admit your shortcomings. People admit
their shortcomings either because they wish to stick to them or
wish to cure themselves of them. Don’t you wish to get rid of
your shortcomings ? You should infect others with your regularity
and at the same time must preserve yours. You should act as I do

1 Vide Vol. LXXIX, p. 411.
2 Motilal Nehru
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and keep your own surroundings clean. Didn’t you learn this much
even after being so many times in jail? What have you learnt
from Mahadev!? Did you observe his generosity?

This should be more than enough for you. If all your ques-
tions have been answered, come over here. But do not come
simply to please me. Come only if you feel that it is your dharma
to do so, and with a charitable heart or with the aim of making
it generous. If you are resentful, what will you gain by coming
here? Let us magnify the molehills of our faults into mountains
and see the mountains of others’ faults as molehills. Only then
can we live in harmony.

If you decide not to keep back anything from others, make
a copy of this letter and send it to me. It is worth pondering
over by many.

Blessings from
Baru

Cui. MANIBEHN VALLABHBHAI PATEL
Clo Dr. Kanuca
AumepaBAD, B. B. C. I. Rry.

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—4: Manibehn Patelne, pp. 133-4

37. LETTER TO SUSHILA GANDHI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 27, 1945

CHI. SUSHILA,

I have your postcard. You will only have bitter experiences
here. The reason is that the country is poor. Ba was a lifelong
companion and so, of course, I feel her absence. Then again she
had merged her life in mine.

I had a letter from Manilal?2. He will be going to Ahmeda-
bad tomorrow. He will think of coming here after he gets back. I
believe you and the children will accompany him. Mother? will have
recovered. Kishorelal* wrote to me she had fever. Chi. Gomati’

1 Mahadev Desai

2 Addressee’s husband, Manilal Gandhi

3 Vijayabehn Mashruwala

4 & 5 Kishorelal G. Mashruwala and his wife
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too will have recovered. I am well. Today it is pretty cold.
Tell Sita! not to stop writing to me.
Blessings from
Baru
SusarLa GANDHI
NanaBHAT'S BuNcaLow
AxorLA, BERAR

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

38. LETTER TO MOHANLAL BHATT

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 27, 1945

CHI. MOHANLAL?Z,

Your letter is good. Itis candid. This is my opinion. Those who
have not taken up Hindustani, or do not know it, learn only half
the rashtrabhasha. That is why I am partial to Hindustani. When we
speak of the national language we do include those whose script is
Urdu. This definition, which I had given at the Sammelan3, has
been accepted. Hindi is a language which Hindus and Muslims
speak and is written in the Nagari or Urdu script. If that is so,
you and I have to know both the scripts and be familiar with the
vocabulary of both. That being the case, you have to revive the
Urdu script and always keep in touch with it. Besides, in order to
remove the feeling of hostility you should join the Hindustani
Prachar Sabha. If everyone does so, the hostility will be removed.

I do not yet fully see eye to eye with Tandonji*. However,
we keep exchanging views.

Indu’ must have grown up beyond recognition.

Blessings to you all from
Baru
MouANLAL BHATT
25 NUTAN SOCIETY
ELLISBRIDGE, AHMEDABAD

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Addressee’s daughter

2 Secretary, Hindi Prachar Samiti, Wardha; ex-Manager, Navajivan Press

3 Hindi Sahitya Sammelan, Indore, in 1935; vide Vol. LXI, pp. 31-3.

4 Purushottamdas Tandon, proponent of Hindi language and litera-
ture; Chairman, U. P. Legislative Assembly, 1937-46; President, Indian
National Congress, 1950-51

5 Addressee’s daughter



39. LETTER TO KANTILAL GANDHI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 27, 1945
CHI. KANTI,

I have your letter. I remember you had come to see me in
Bombay. Itis true that I was very busy. This is the only message:
Everyone in South Africa should live in harmony and bring

credit to India. Everyone should be dedicated to service.
Manilal and Sushila have not come so far. They may come.

Convey my blessings to all.
Blessings from

Baru
From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

40. LETTER TO AMRITA LAL CHATTERJEE

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 27, 1945
BHAI AMRITA LAL,

I have your letter. After the Borivli work is over, Chi. Abha!
will go to Rajkot with Kanubhai?. The girls should not have
lost weight. If it is necessary I shall send for Veena3. Give up
worrying on account of the two girls. Do take Sailen* to Calcutta
if he keeps well there. I feel that Sailen has been guilty of
some lapse. He was completely cured with Sushilabehn’s treatment.
Anyway do what you feel is proper.

Send the paper with Shantikumar if you got my letter from
Bengal.> I see no need for your coming.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : C.W. 10402. Courtesy : Amrita Lal
Chatterjee. Also Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 & 2 Addressee’s daughter and her husband Kanu Gandhi

3 Addressee’s elder daughter who along with Abha Gandhi was under-
going training at Borivli training camp

4 Addressee’s son

5 The reference is to a report the addressee was expecting about the

military personnels who forced young girls to lead immoral lives; vide
Vol. LXXIX, p. 325.
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41. LETTER TO G. RAMACHANDRA RAO

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 27, 1945
BHAI RAMACHANDRA RAO,

Altogether I have received three letters from you all. If all
of you have benefited from your stay in Sevagram, the credit goes
to you all, even though only those who have the will have bene-
fited. I have known people who have gained nothing. Keep
writing to me.

Blessings to you all from
Baru

Pror. G. RamacuaNDRA RAO
Aturistic CENTRE

Mumunur P. O.

Kistna DistrICT

MAaDRAS PRESIDENCY

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

42. LETTER TO RAMBHAU BHOGE

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 27, 1945
BHAI RAMBHAU,

I have your letter. Never mind whatever punishment has
been given to you. I trust that your wife and child will be looked
after. Keep well.

Blessings from
Baru

Dr. RamMBuAu BHOGE
DistrIicT PRISON
Duuria, KuanNDESH

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
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43. MESSAGE TO PEOPLE OF CEYLON!

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 27, 1945

Gandhiji said that India and Lanka were one, the latter being a
pendant of a long chain which was India.

He said that he had felt that people in Lanka sought to be separat-
ed from India, although the culture and problems of both were simi-
lar. He was glad, however, to learn that there were people in Lanka
who realized this unity. Such people, he added, needed no message from
him. They have only to understand the message of the charkha, khadi
and the constructive programme, including village uplift and fostering of
a national language. He referred to his tour of Ceylon 15 years ago?
and his embarrassment then to notice European and alien habits and cus-
toms of the people there, and wished that the Ceylonese had known
more about India and the message of the charkha.

The Bombay Chronicle, 28-4-1945

44. LETTER TO DESAIBHAI PATEL

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 28, 1945

BHAI DESAIBHALI,

May the marriage of Chi. Sumanbehn and Chi. Satyakam
be fruitful. May both of them become true servants.
Blessings from
Baru

AcHARYA DESAIBHAI
ViteaL Kanvya VibvaLava
NADIAD

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 The message was given to N. A. F. Meemanage, a former President
of the Ceylonese Union in Mysore.
2 In November 1927; vide Vol. XXXV.
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45. LETTER TO DAHYABHAI V. PATEL

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 28, 1945

CHI. DAHYABHAI,
I have your letter. Father! will continue to be like this. If
what he says is literally true, we should not worry about him.
I am persuading Mani? to come here.
My health is good. The weather here is refreshing.
Blessings from
Baru

Surr DAHYABHAI VALLABHBHAI PATEL
68 MARINE DRIVE
BoMmBAY

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

46. LETTER TO INDU N. PAREKH

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 28, 1945

CHI. INDU,

I was glad to have your letter. Chi. Kanti® had given me

the news. Now stick on and be successful. What machinery

are you using? Do you only cure the hides? Do you use only

the hides of dead animals or whatever you can get? Do you
make anything from the leather?

Blessings from

Baru

Inpu PAREKRH
DEENABANDHU ENGINEERING
Itora

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
1 &2 Vallabhbhai Patel and his daughter Manibehn Patel; vide also

pp. 21-2.
3 Addressee’s brother
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47. LETTER TO V. P. LIMAYE

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 28, 1945

BHAI LIMAYE,
I have your letter. My blessings are certainly with you in
your work of Nayee Talim. The success of this venture is full
of significance.
Blessings from
Baru

Pror. V. P. LiMAYE
PipANE

Saswap P. O.
PoonaA DistrIiCT

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

48. LETTER TO I. H. SONAVANE

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 28, 1945

BHAI SONAVANE,
What you have written to me is correct. Give up the job if
you are not satisfied with the work and if the salary is inade-
quate, and start some business. Seek Mathuradasji’s! advice be-
fore giving up the job.
Let me know the development.
Blessings from
Bapu

Sur1 I. B. SONAVANE

Room No. 78, Seconp Froor
197-A Lapy HARDINGE RoaD
BomBay 28

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Mathuradas Trikumji’s
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49. LETTER TO BHAGALPUR DISTRICT
CONGRESS COMMITTEE

April 28, 1945

BROTHERS,

I have your letter. I feel that you should let the strike con-
tinue. If the prisoners are dying, let them die. How can we know
the internal conditions ? If we do not learn how to live, we must
learn how to die. Or we must learn both. If it was within
my power, I would have found out what all this was about.

Blessings from
Baru

SECRETARY

District CoNGRESS CONSTRUCTIVE DEPARTMENT
ADARSH BHOJANALAYA, SUJAGAN]

BuacarLpur, Braar

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

50. LETTER TO OM PRAKASH GUPTA
April 28, 1945

CHI. OM PRAKASH,

I have gone through your letter and also the accompanying
one. It is about the books. It seems to me all right. I have writ-
ten quite a lot about how you should live in the Ashram.! Be
friendly with all.

It is good that Kanu has arrived.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Vide p. 17.
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51. LETTER TO GOVIND DAS
April 28, 1945

BHAI GOVIND DAS,

I have your letter. You must get rid of the fits of giddiness.
Think over nature cure treatment. There is someone in Allahabad.
Otherwise there are doctors.

Blessings from
Baru
SHETH GovIND Das
JABALPUR

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

52. LETTER TO LAKSHMIDEVI
April 28, 1945

CHI. LAKSHMIDEVI,

I had kept your letter to think over. I am of the opinion
that in this connection what Vichitrabhai and Dhirenbhai say
should be done.

Look after your health.

Blessings from
Baru

Laksamr Devi or Harpor
KasturBa Nipur Camp
BorrvLr

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
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53. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 28, 1945
CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA

I have read all your letters. I have written enough and so
will write no more. My work too has increased.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]
You are right about the visitors. It will of course be a good

thing if somehow or other the Ashram becomes a real Ashram and
everybody follows the rules.

Baru
From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 4512

54. LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH
April 29, 1945

CHI. CHIMANLAL,

If Chi. Ramdas! wishes to go to Mysore for a few months,
let him go. I have already dictated a letter regarding a store-
room for jaggery. It should belong to the Ashram. I assume that
you will incur the expenditure only if Parnerkar? desires. You
may also put up in the Ashram the building you speak of.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 10627

1'Son of H. C. Dasappa
2 Yashwant Mahadev Parnerkar
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55. LETTER TO MRIDULA SARABHAI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 29, 1945

CHI. MRIDU,

I have already said it and I say it again that your continu-
ously getting fever and taking medicines is not good. That way
you can’t render service.

I am enclosing Raihanabehn’s letter. I am sending it to
you after obtaining her permission.! I understand that the situa-
tion has changed after the letter was written. Nevertheless the
letter deserves to be read and pondered over by you. Write
to Raihana if you feel like it and have the time. Do write to
me whatever you want. Do not be in a hurry.

There is talk of shifting the whole office to Wardha. Bapa
wants it. So do Shantikumar and Shyamlal and from what I
understand, Ghanshyamdas? too. As for me, I was of that opin-
ion from the very beginning. Now you must let me know your
view. I could not help noticing that the scheme shown to me
would not create the village atmosphere. The task is both diffi-
cult and easy. It is easy if we can understand it and lay the
foundation accordingly; otherwise it is difficult and will become
more so. In a large measure it depends on you. I do not wish
to take any work from you without your first understanding the
thing. That will be making wrong use of your services. Let me
know your views when you have time.

Blessings from
Baru

MRIDULABEHN SARABHAI

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Vide p. 7.
2 G. D. Birla
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56. LETTER TO CHHOTUBHAI SUTHAR

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 29, 1945

BHAI CHHOTUBHAI,

I have your letter and the map. I am going through your note.
It will help me [in understanding your viewpoint]. You have to
write something original. In Marathi, there is a very good book
by Jerajar. I have heard that there is one in Bengali too. In the
United Provinces, a gentleman is doing very good work. It appears
from The Hindu that there is something of the kind in the South
also. Now we have to see what you will do. You need not reply.

Blessings from
Baru
SHR1 CHHOTUBHAI SUTHAR
TARAK MANDAL, ANAND

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

57. LETTER TO DAULATRAI DAVE

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 29, 1945
BHAI DAULATRAI,

Who are my attendants? Without knowing my plight you
get angry with those who look after me. It is because of them
that I am able to do some work. If you want to be angry, let it be
with me because I am not able to cope with the work and am
not able to satisfy everyone. I have done whatever I could for
you but there is no limit to your needs that I could never meet
them. That is no doubt my fault; but I am helpless.

Blessings from
Baru
SHR1 DAuLATRAT DAVE
MapnUKUN], CHITTARANJAN RoAD
East VILE PARLE

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
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58. LETTER TO PURUSHOTTAM GANDHI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 29, 1945
CHI. PURUSHOTTAM,

I have gone through your letter. I agree with everything you
say but I have already given my blessings to Omkarnath!. He
introduced himself as a pupil of Vishnu Digambar2. He got the
blessings of Malaviyaji?® and Radhakrishnanji*. He made the
changes I suggested. He did not even mention his differences
with you. He also told me that he had met you and took from
me a letter of blessings. His is an all-inclusive Vidyapith and so
is yours. How can this be possible? Think over this, leaving
aside my blessings. How can you involve yourself in this quarrel?

Why should your institution be called Vishnu Digambar
University of Music? What is wrong with Vishnu Digambar
Sangeet Vidyapith? Do you find the English name more attractive?
I had raised this point with Omkarnath also. I suggested to
him to use Hindustani for all their work. He agreed. I do not
know what has happened now.

For the birthday : Make great progress.

I had replied to the original letter of Narandas on that
same day.> So there is nothing to write this time.

PurusHorTaM NARANDAS GANDHI

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Omkarnath Thakur; vide Vol. LXXIX, p. 356.
2 Vishnu Digambar Paluskar

3 Madan Mohan Malaviya

4 S. Radhakrishnan

5 Vide pp. 20-1.
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59. LETTER TO GAJANAN NAIK

MAHABALESHWAR,

April 29, 1945

My views on palm gur are firm. People should have per-
mission to make palm gur or toddy wherever there are palm
trees. Our requirement can be met with this gur and sugar-
cane gur. I am of the opinion that palm gur is better than
sugar-cane gur.!

CHI. GAJANANZ,

This is for you. I did forget about palm gur. I had to write
in a hurry. That was the last day. You could have added that
and wired me. I had written “etc.”’. That includes gur. Gur has
lost nothing. When was it bitter?

Blessings from
Baru

SHRI GAJANAN
MAGANVADI
WARDHA

From a copy of the Hindi and Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

60. LETTER TO AMRITLAL T. NANAVATI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 29, 1945

CHI. AMRITLAL,

I have your letter. Pyarelal is going through the original
letter. Even if Tandonji sends a reply, it is not going to come
very soon. We must go on doing our work. What has to be
will be. I have sent you a copy of Dr. Tarachand’s letter. I
am awaiting your reply.

1' What follows is in Gujarati.
2 Of the Gur Department, A. L. V. L. A.
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Take Chi. Ramdas with you. How can I keep Yashodhara-
behn! or Ramdas against their will? On my part I have looked
after him as one does after a flower. I am firmly of the opinion
that if he makes anything of himself, he will be able to do so only
in the Ashram. But ifhe does not like to stay there, it will not
be possible to train him. If he returns, he should do so of his
own free will and not because of any coercion. You should get
well and come.

Blessings from
Baru

Surt AMRITLAL T. NANAVATI
GUJARAT VIDYAPITH
AHMEDABAD

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

61. LETTER TO PRABHAKAR

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 29, 1945
CHI. PRABHAKAR,

If Chi. Ramdas wants to accompany Yashodhara Devi and
Nanavati to Mysore, let him. We shall take care of him when he
returns. How are you getting on with doing your own massage.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 9026. Also C.W. 9150. Courtesy :
Prabhakar

62. LETTER TO YASHODHARA DASAPPA

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 29, 1945

CHI. YASHODHARA,
Chi. Nanavati has written to me about Chi. Ramdas. Since
Ramdas wants to go to Mysore and since he is not keeping well,

1 Yashodhara Dasappa
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let him go with you and if he feels well, he can come back later.
I am writing to Sevagram. Hope you are calm.
Blessings from
Baru

SHRI YASHODHARA DAsarpra
Cl/o Surt N. S. Gurasr
SUNNYSIDE, GYMKHANA RoaD
MaTtuNca, BomBAaY

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

63. LETTER TO KAMALNAYAN BAJAY

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 29, 1945

CHI. KAMALNAYANI,

I have your letter. I remember Mother? had given me
Varma’s letter. Now I can’t find it. Perhaps I left it behind
in Sevagram. Do you remember what it was about?

Come whenever you and Satyanarayan want to. I am get-
ting along well. The treatment has not begun yet.

Blessings from
Baru

SHRI KAMALNAYAN Bajaj
51 MauatmMa GanDHI Roap
ForT, BoMBAY

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

64. LETTER TO M. S. KELKAR

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 29, 1945

DR. ICE,

I have your letter. One can stay for a month in the Birla
Dharmashala. I can’t say anything about Wardha. In Sevagram
a hut can be built. I will be more than happy, if Hari-ichchha3

1Son of Jamnalal Bajaj
2 Janakidevi Bajaj
3 Hari-ichchha Patel
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is cured. Arrangements for ice can be made. The leper has to
be kept somewhere in the village. It is difficult to keep him in
the Ashram. My advice is that in this connection you should
do whatever Manoharji! says. He has devoted his whole life to
this work and therefore we must have his permission.
Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

65. LETTER TO SHANTA

MAHABALESHWAR,

April 29, 1945

CHI. SHANTA,

I have your letter.
I have written? to Chimanlalbhai about the store for jaggery.
I want your path to be clear. The thing is that it will be cleared
by your own work. Isn’t that true adult education? The work
can be accomplished by calmness and introspection. Keep on
asking yourself : ‘Why can’t I get this work done?’ You will get
the reply. I am not with you all. It hurts me, and does not hurt
me. Inawayit is good that I am away from you. See what you
can do about the grain bank. What I could suggest would not
be from experience. So from your own experience try to find a
way out. I have shown you the royal road; never leave it. Give
education to people, not money. There is no harm if educating
people takes some time. Once the work is started, it will go on.
I am returning Chimanlalbhai’s letter.
Blessings from
Baru

SHRI SHANTABEHN
Hinbustant TariMr Sancu
SEVAGRAM, via WARDHA

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Manohar Divan, who founded the Maharogi Seva Mandal for the
service of lepers at Dattapur in 1936, while doing village work with Gram
Seva Mandal under Vinoba Bhave’s scheme of rural reconstruction

2 Vide p. 31.



66. LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 29, 1945
CHI. SATIS BABU!,

I have your letter. My blessings you already have. Is not
everything you do done for me? Your compilation? about the
cow and your original writing show the same thing. Now that
you are coming here in a few days, we shall talk about the
medicines then.

Blessings to you all from
Baru
From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 1942

67. LETTER TO ANAND T. HINGORANI

MAHABALESHWAR,
April 29, 1945

CHI. ANAND,

I have your letter. You will have received mine. Now I shall
not so much as mention Bhimavaram. You got fever, the doctor
came; now there is nothing to say. Do as the doctor advises and
get well. I am in correspondence with Jivanji3. I am not free [to
do what I like]. Whatever is done will be done with deliberation.

Blessings from
Baru

Suri ANAND HiNGORANI
Urpper SiNnD CoLONY
KaracHI

SIND

From a microfilm of the Hindi. Courtesy : National Archives of India,
and Anand T. Hingorani

I Founder-President of Bengal Khadi Pratishthan

2 Cow in India to which Gandhiji wrote the Foreword on May 20, 1945.

3 Jivanji D. Desai of Navajivan Press. It was about publishing Thought
for the Day; vide also p. 19.
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