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PREFACE

Of the three and a half months covered in this volume
(July 17 to October 31, 1945), Gandhiji spent nearly two and a
half (except for a brief visit to Bombay) in a nature-cure clinic
in Poona supervising Vallabhbhai Patel’s treatment and attend-
ing to heavy correspondence. He was in a mood of patient de-
tachment from public affairs and said or wrote little about them.
He withheld comment even on so momentous an event as the
dropping of atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki (on August
6 and 9). All he could tell an American correspondent was:
“I must act if I can” (p. 420). He had told the same corres-
pondent earlier, ““The world is not in a hurry to know my
views” (p. 163).

The volume opens with echoes of the failure of the Simla
Conference, held in June-July to form a provisional National
Government. In an interview to a correspondent of People’s War
on his return journey from Simla, Gandhiji explained the Congress
stand at the Conference as a vindication of the party’s ‘“‘national
character”. ‘It is wrong to say that the Conference broke over
the question of one seat. The Congress fought for a principle. . .
we were seeking able men of all parties and communities. We
did not bother which party got what number of seats.”” He
realized that there was “a danger of the situation drifting into
a civil war”® and wanted mutual recriminations to be avoided,
though, he added, “truth will have to be spoken’ (pp. 2-3).

Soon, however, the political climate changed for the better
when the Labour Party of Great Britain, after a landslide vic-
tory in the general election, assumed office in the first week of
August. Expressing a feeling of cautious optimism, Gandhiji
in a letter of congratulations to Lord Pethick-Lawrence on his
appointment as Secretary of State for India, hoped that the India
Office would “‘receive a decent burial” at his hands and ‘“‘a nobler
monument . .. rise from its ashes” (p. 69). The hope seemed
to be justified. The Government of India announced on August
21 that elections to the Central and provincial legislatures, which
were held in abeyance during the war, would soon take place,
and after a visit to London for consultation with the Home
Government the Viceroy announced on September 19 the British
Government’s intention to bring into being a constitution-making
body in consultation with the newly elected members of the
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legislatures. The Congress, accordingly, occupied itself with
preparations for the elections, with Vallabhbhai in charge.

Gandhiji took no interest in these preparations. As he
explained in a letter to the Bombay Liberal leader Chimanlal
Setalvad, he had ceased taking interest in elections for many years
and, though on this occasion he was staying under the same
roof with Vallabhbhai in Poona, he seldom talked with him
about the subject (p. 310). Gandhiji was always careful to
avoid embarrassing co-workers and now this restraint was all
the more necessary in view of the serious differences in outlook
between the Congress leaders and himself. He even issued a
public statement explaining that, though he offered occasional
advice about Congress matters while the members of the Con-
gress Working Committee were in jail, such questions should no
longer be addressed to him since his advice ‘‘independently
given, may be in conflict with their opinion and it may em-
barrass them and even put them or me in a wrong position
...” (p. 74). Such a situation had in fact arisen at the time
of the Simla Conference. The Bhulabhai Desai-Liaquat Ali
agreement which had Gandhiji’s approval had stipulated Con-
gress-League parity in the provisional Government. But the
Congress Working Committee, despite Gandhiji’s earnest plead-
ing, had acquiesced in implementing the Viceroy’s formula of
Hindu-Muslim parity instead (p. 3). Members of the Working
Committee had also disapproved of Gandhiji’s offer of limited
Pakistan to Jinnah during their talks in September 1944 (vide
Vol. LXXVIII) and Gandhiji felt it necessary to explain that
it represented his personal conviction (p. 74) and that Vallabh-
bhai and others were free to declare their disapproval of it in
public (p. 110).

Another disagreement, however,—one with Jawaharlal Nehru
—touched Gandhiji personally, and though, as a democrat, he
accepted Jawaharlal’s freedom to follow his own convictions, the
disagreement between them was a deep wrench to him. The
disagreement related to Gandhiji’s vision of free India as he
had outlined it in Hind Swaraj. The booklet had been much
misunderstood and had earned for Gandhiji the obloquy of
being a medi®valist and a revivalist. Nehru probably shared this
view, and, with his buoyant faith in progress through science
and industrialization, was impatient with Gandhiji’s programmes
of village reconstruction. Gandhiji poured out his heart in a
frank personal letter, in which he explained the humane values
that inspired and sustained his concrete programmes. The central
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theme was his conviction that without truth and non-violence
as the foundation of society ‘“‘mankind will be doomed”. And
people could have ‘‘the vision of that truth and non-violence
only in the simplicity of the villages”, in an economic order,
symbolized by the spinning-wheel, where the individual will
have “control over the things that are necessary for the suste-
nance of life.” In the absence of such control, Gandhi argued,
“the individual cannot survive. Ultimately, the world is made
up only of individuals. If there were no drops there would be
no ocean.” This view of the significance of the individual is a
perennial spiritual insight, and Gandhiji wanted it to be integra-
ted with the achievements of modern thought and science. “You
will not be able to understand me,” he confessed, “if you
think that I am talking about the villages of today. My ideal
village still exists only in my imagination.”” This village would
be free from the squalor and the ignorance and the disease of
the present Indian villages, as also from their social and eco-
nomic inequalities. To realize this ideal, Gandhiji said, he could
“still envisage a number of things that will have to be organized
on a large scale.”” Gandhiji was keen that Nehru and he should
understand each other on this fundamental issue. ‘“Our bond,”
he pleaded with Nehru, “is not merely political. It is much
deeper. I have no measure to fathom that depth. ... It is only
proper that I should at least understand my heir and my heir
in turn should understand me. I shall then be at peace” (pp.
319-21). Nehru answered elaborately and the debate continued.

In the foreword (p. 145) to J. C. Kumarappa’s Economy of
Permanence, Gandhiji re-affirmed his faith in village industries as
the only means through which the body could healthily satisfy
its few wants and “be free to subserve the end of the imperish-
able soul”.

Gandhiji avoided public criticism of the Government and
preferred to communicate his views privately to the authorities.
There were several cases in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Bengal
of prisoners condemned to death on criminal charges arising out
of the “Quit India” upheaval of 1942, and representations
were made to the Viceroy for remission of the sentences. Gan-
dhiji wrote to the Viceroy appealing to him to exercise his pre-
rogative of mercy (pp. 67, 253-4, 380-1 and Vol. LXXX, pp.
426-7) and succeeded in all cases except one, that of Mahendra
Chowdhury, a young man of Bihar whom the courts had found
guilty of dacoity and murder but whom the people considered
innocent. Gandhiji regretted the Viceroy’s decision as unwise
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(p. 19) and described it in a letter to Amrit Kaur as ‘“a bad
augury” (p. 20). However, in the public statement which he
issued on the subject (pp. 105-6) he wanted people to learn
dispassionately ‘“‘the lesson of this accomplished death sentence”
and he put the Government’s view of the case with objective
impartiality, admitting, ‘“Many professionals used the political
ferment for their own ends.”” Whether or not it was so in this
particular case could be established only by ‘“a body of utterly
impartial lawyers” and Gandhiji appealed to the Government
also to welcome such an inquiry.

Another matter which had begun to arouse popular feelings
was that of the officers and men of Subhas Chandra Bose’s Indian
National Army who had been captured during the operations
against Japan and locked up in the Red Fort at Delhi. It was
rumoured that some of them had been court-martialled and that
the rest were going to be tried. Gandhiji wrote to the Viceroy
and appealed for legal assistance of their choice being given to
the prisoners (p. 35). The request was conceded, and when the
trial began the defence was led by Bhulabhai Desai with Tej
Bahadur Sapru serving on the Defence Committee and Jawaharlal
Nehru appearing in court in his barrister’s robe. Gandhiji made
a last-minute appeal to the Viceroy to reconsider the whole matter,
pleading, “India adores these men who are on their trial” (p. 438).

With Gandhiji’s involvement in public affairs reduced to a
minimum, the volume carries mostly personal letters. Many of them
are concerned with personal problems and illustrate Gandhiji’s
gift of combining motherly tenderness with strict objectivity in
dealing with human beings. We see this delicacy at its best in
the way he soothes Bhulabhai Desai’s hurt feelings. The latter
was thought to have harmed the Congress cause by the manner
in which he had carried on negotiations with Liaquat Ali Khan
and in particular by accepting the principle of Congress-League
parity. His name, therefore, was not included among the pro-
posed Congress nominees for the Viceroy’s Executive Council
though he had been leader of the Congress Party in the Central
Legislative Assembly since 1934. And now he was not being
considered as a Congress candidate for the Assembly in the
impending election. Taking on himself the responsibility for
the decision, Gandhiji wrote: “... I am firm, for I am acting
as your well-wisher. I want a big service from you, if you can
give it. I wish to see you as a people’s man” (p. 400). C.
Rajagopalachari too was very close to Gandhiji, but Gandhiji
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could not save him, either, from the displeasure of Congressmen
who could not forgive his opposition to the “Quit India’ move-
ment and his having fathered the so-called Rajaji Formula offering
a limited Pakistan. Gandhiji wrote to him: “... I do not want
you to feel over the thing.... youshould come here ... and let
us amuse ourselves. Let the elections take care of themselves. . ..
You will come to a friend, not as a Congressman to another, not
on business” (pp. 299-300). Gandhiji’s prescription, however,
failed in both cases. Bhulabhai Desai died soon afterwards broken-
hearted and Rajagopalachari continued to nurse his grievance so
that Gandhiji wrote to him once again: ‘It distresses me to find
that you were ill and morose. . . . I could not believe that you with
your fund of humour at your disposal could ever be morose. . .”
(p. 324).

There were the usual conflicts among the Ashram workers at
Sevagram (pp. 102, 116-7, 128, 141, 186, 239, 249, 262-3 and
287-8); there were differences between Amritlal Thakkar and
Mridula Sarabhai regarding the activities of the Kasturba
Memorial Trust (pp. 357-8) and between the khadi workers of
Bengal, Satis Chandra Das Gupta and Profulla Chandra Ghosh
(pp. 372 and 396). Kasturba’s brother who had been ill and
whom Gandhiji had sent to a nature-cure doctor was dissatis-
fied and insisted on leaving the clinic though he was without
resources and had nobody to look after him (pp. 70-1). Gandhiji
dealt with them all with a strict sense of discipline, yet with
a protective concern. He told one of them rather harshly,
“Your ignorance and vanity is eating you up”’, and even asked
him to leave the Ashram if he could not do his work quietly
(pp- 208 and 234). In all such situations Gandhiji’s effort was
to help the correspondent to see the truth for himself. He wrote
to one of them who felt sore over his failure to interest people
in his plan of Hindu-Muslim unity: “I suggest to you to look
inward for your failure and not outward....I have not written
this for argument but, if possible, to enable you to see the light”
(p. 86).

Gandhiji’s concern for co-workers also found expression in his
solicitude for their health. He advised Mirabehn and Sucheta
Kripalani to go to some cool place (pp. 29 and 40), worried over
the illness of Sushila Nayyar (p. 17), Amrit Kaur (pp. 91 and 274)
and Kishorelal Mashruwala (pp. 385-6), sent a number of patients
for nature-cure treatment (pp. 7, 8, 9-10 and 58) and himself
supervised Vallabhbhai Patel’s treatment at Dinshaw Mehta’s
clinic at Poona. The illness of Sharda Chokhawala, daughter of
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a valued Ashram worker, Chimanlal Shah, caused Gandhiji so
much anxiety (pp. 148 and 164) that when he heard of heavy
rains in Surat where she lived, he wrote to her: “On reading
about the rains there, my thoughts flew to you as if I did not
care for the others. Despite every effort to cultivate non-attach-
ment, such things do happen sometimes” (p. 279).

But it was so only sometimes. Ordinarily, Gandhiji’s mind
was preoccupied with the plight of the millions. Writing to
Narandas he confessed: “... at present my mind is occupied
with the work lying before me and, therefore, I am not able to
concentrate on problems of individuals. If something occurs to
me on the spur of the moment, well and good. After that, the
attention wanders off to the original problem” (p. 11). To an-
other correspondent he wrote: “I do not belong to any single
human being now” (p. 376). His prevailing mood may be judged
from a remark about his proposed visit to Bengal, “I am not
going there for a fixed period. I want to lose myself in the
misery of Bengal” (p. 134).

In spite of this weight on his heart, however, Gandhiji could
occasionally relax. He read Humayun Kabir’s novel AMen and
Rivers ““with great interest” and recognized the author’s ability
(p. 389). Likewise he wrote to a poet friend, “I would like to
come over to Mahabaleshwar just to hear your poems™ (p. 305).
How well Gandhiji loved poetry can be seen also from his
charming letter to one Mrs. M. H. Morrison of the Green Cross
Society for the protection of wild life and nature. Here, echoing
Wordsworth, he wrote : ... I have long believed that there is a
‘spirit in the wood’...” (pp. 433-4). Consoling a bereaved sister
Gandhiji said that he read for a few minutes daily the verses of
Bhartrihari and found his reflections on ‘“‘moral wisdom and
detachment ... worth pondering over at such times” (p. 361).

Gandhiji wrote to an American friend, * ‘The Kingdom of
God is within you’ is all-sufficient. Follow it out in action and
you need nothing else” (p. 162). To Pushpa Desai who needed
guidance in a quandary, he gave the assurance: ‘“Not only is
disinterested action not an obstacle to bkakti, but on the con-
trary ... it alone is true bhakti” (p. 220). He accepted a
Christian social worker’s statement that “just as faith without
work is dead, so is work without faith” (p. 233).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up
in small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of
speeches and interviews, as also passages which are not by Gan-
dhiji, have been set up in small type. In reports of speeches and
interviews slight changes and omissions, where necessary, have
been made in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with
the original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand
corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied
within square brackets, the reasons being given where necessary.
The date given at the end of an item alongside the source is
that of publication. The writings are placed under the date of
publication, except where they carry a date-line or where the
date of writing has special significance and is ascertainable.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N.
refers to those available in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and
Sangrahalaya, New Delhi; C.W. denotes documents secured by
the Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the
text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered
by the volume are also provided at the end.
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PREMI JAIRAMDAS (2-8-1945)
GOVERNOR OF BENGAL (2-8-1945)
SUSHILA GANDHI (2-8-1945)

ABUL KALAM AZAD (2-8-1945)
ANAND T. HINGORANI (2-8-1945)
ABDUL HUQ (2-8-1945)

PATTABHI SITARAMAYYA (2-8-1945)
TO THE PRESS (3-8-1945)

E. M. JENKINS (3-8-1945)

NARANDAS GANDHI (3-8-1945)

MESSAGE TO BHAGWAN]JI P. PANDYA (3-8-1945)
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LETTER
LETTER

TO
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VALLABHBHAI PATEL (3-8-1945)
LORD PETHICK-LAWRENCE (4-8-1945)
AMRIT KAUR (4-8-1945)

SHARDA G. CHOKHAWALA (4-8-1945)
MADHAVDAS G. KAPADIA (4-8-1945)
KRISHNAVARMA (4-8-1945)

KUNVARJI K. PAREKH (4-8-1945)
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STATEMENT TO THE PRESS (4-8-1945)
INTERVIEW TO ‘‘THE HINDU”’ (4-8-1945)
LETTER TO MAURICE FRYDMAN (5-8-1945)
LETTER TO GOSIBEHN CAPTAIN (5-8-1945)
LETTER TO HASUMATI D. DESAI (5-8-1945)
LETTER TO KANTILAL GANDHI (5-8-1945)
LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (5-8-1945)
LETTER TO SUMITRA GANDHI (5-8-1945)
LETTER TO C. C. GANGULI (5-8-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (5-8-1945)
LETTER TO M. S. KELKAR (5-8-1945)
LETTER TO RAMESHWARDAS BIRLA (5-8-1945)
LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR (6-8-1945)
LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (6-8-1945)
LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (6-8-1945)
LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA (6-8-1945)
LETTER TO ALFRED FRENSCH (7-8-1945)
LETTER TO ATULANAND CHAKRAVARTY (7-8-1945)
LETTER TO DALJIT SINGH (7-8-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (7-8-1945)
LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (On or after 7-8-1945)
THE MISSING LINK (Before 8-8-1945)
TELEGRAM TO V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI (8-8-1945)
TELEGRAM TO PURUSHOTTAMDAS TANDON (8-8-1945)
TRIBUTE TO ZAGHLUL PASHA (8-8-1945)
LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (8-8-1945)
LETTER TO RICHARD SYMONDS (8-8-1945)
LETTER TO V. K. KRISHNA MENON (8-8-1945)
LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (8-8-1945)
LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR (8-8-1945)
LETTER TO GOPE GURBUXANI (8-8-1945)
LETTER TO KUSUM NAIR (8-8-1945)
STATEMENT ON APPEAL FOR FUNDS (8-8-1945)
LETTER TO M. S. KELKAR (8-8-1945)
LETTER TO RAMNARAYAN CHOWDHARY (8-8-1945)
TELEGRAM TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO VICEROY (9-8-1945)
LETTER TO SHIVABHAI G. PATEL (9-8-1945)
LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL (9-8-1945)
LETTER TO PREMLILA THACKERSEY (9-8-1945)
LETTER TO SAILENDRA NATH CHATTERJEE (9-8-1945)
LETTER TO VENKATAKRISHNAIYYA (9-8-1945)
LETTER TO Y. M. PARNERKAR (9-8-1945)
LETTER TO INDUMATI GUNAJI (10-8-1945)
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LETTER TO K. N. KATJU (10-8-1945)

LETTER TO MAHESH DUTTA MISHRA (10-8-1945)

NOTE TO INDUMATI GUNAJI (After 10-8-1945)

STATEMENT TO THE PRESS (11-8-1945)

LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (11-8-1945)

LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA (11-8-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (11-8-1945)

MESSAGE TO ALL-INDIA SPINNERS’ ASSOCIATION, LAHORE
(On or before 12-8-1945)

LETTER TO ARUNA ASAF ALI (12-8-1945)

LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (12-8-1945)

LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL (12-8-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (12-8-1945)

LETTER TO SHRIKRISHNADAS JAJU (12-8-1945)

LETTER TO HAREKRUSHNA MAHTAB (12-8-1945)

LETTER TO NISHITH NATH (12-8-1945)

LETTER TO PARACHURE SHASTRI (12-8-1945)

LETTER TO RATNAMAYI DEVI (12-8-1945)

LETTER TO SECRETARY, SUMMERFORD ORCHARD (12-8-1945)

LETTER TO V. A. SUNDARAM (13-8-1945)

LETTER TO V. LAKSHMI (13-8-1945)

LETTER TO HARJIVAN KOTAK (13-8-1945)

LETTER TO RAMPRASAD (13-8-1945)

LETTER TO INDUMATI GUNAJI (13-8-1945)

LETTER TO JASWANT SINGH (13-8-1945)

LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (13-8-1945)

LETTER TO Y. M. PARNERKAR (13-8-1945)

NOTE TO INDUMATI GUNAJI (After 13-8-1945)

LETTER TO HAMIDULLAH (13/14-8-1945)

DISCUSSION WITH B. S. MURTHY (Before 14-8-1945)

TELEGRAM TO HANUMAN PRASAD PODDAR (14-8-1945)

LETTER TO GOVERNOR OF BENGAL (14-8-1945)

LETTER TO LALLA MEGHRAJ (14-8-1945)

LETTER TO J. POPPLETON (14-8-1945)

LETTER TO KANU GANDHI (14-8-1945)

LETTER TO KRISHNAVARMA (14-8-1945)

LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT (14-8-1945)

LETTER TO DEVRAJ (14-8-1945)

LETTER TO HAREKRUSHNA MAHTAB (14-8-1945)

LETTER TO SHARAD KUMARI (14-8-1945)

LETTER TO V. BHASHYAM AYYANGAR (14-8-1945)

LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (14-8-1945)

SPEECH AT CENTRAL BOARD, HARIJAN SEVAK SANGH (14-8-1945)
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LETTER TO ABUL KALAM AZAD (15-8-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (15-8-1945)

LETTER TO VINOBA BHAVE (15-8-1945)

LETTER TO RAJENDRA PRASAD (15-8-1945)

LETTER TO MOHAMMED SALIM (15/16-8-1945)

ADVICE TO ENGINEERS (On or before 16-8-1945)

LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA (16-8-1945)

LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (16-8-1945)

LETTER TO LAKSHMI NARAYAN AGRAWAL (16-8-1945)

LETTER TO P. C. GHOSH (16-8-1945)

LETTER TO SUSHILA GANDHI (Before 18-8-1945)

LETTER TO DR. A. G. TENDULKAR (18-8-1945)

YARN DONATION (18-8-1945)

LETTER TO VINOBA BHAVE (18-8-1945)

LETTER TO SHRIMAN NARAYAN (18-8-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNANATH SHARMA (19-8-1945)

LETTER TO SARLA DEVI CHOWDHARANI (19-8-1945)

LETTER TO KANJI J. DESAI (19-8-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (19-8-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (19-8-1945)

LETTER TO DIPAK DUTT CHOWDHARY (19-8-1945)

LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (19-8-1945)

HOW TO DO IT? (20-8-1945)

FOREWORD TO ‘‘THE ECONOMY OF PERMANENCE’’
(20-8-1945)

TELEGRAM TO DIPAK DUTT CHOWDHARY (20-8-1945)

LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA (20-8-1945)

LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (20-8-1945)

LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (20-8-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (20-8-1945)

LETTER TO PUSHPA K. DESAI (20-8-1945)

LETTER TO SHARDA AND GORDHANDAS CHOKHAWALA
(20-8-1945)

LETTER TO HOSHIARI (20-8-1945)

LETTER TO Y. M. PARNERKAR (20-8-1945)

LETTER TO P. C. JOSHI (21-8-1945)

LETTER TO CHANDRANI (21-8-1945)

LETTER TO RAMCHANDRA RAO (21-8-1945)

LETTER TO PRAYAG DUTT SHUKLA (21-8-1945)

LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (21/22-8-1945)

LETTER TO AMRITLAL T. NANAVATI (22-8-1945)

LETTER TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH (22-8-1945)

LETTER TO TRIBHUVANDAS SHAH (22-8-1945)
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LETTER TO Y. M. PARNERKAR (22-8-1945)

LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (22-8-1945)
LETTER TO RAMNARAYAN CHOWDHARY (22-8-1945)
LETTER TO VINA CHATTERJEE (22-8-1945)
TELEGRAM TO DIPAK DUTT CHOWDHARY (23-8-1945)
LETTER TO ANNE MARIE PETERSEN (23-8-1945)
LETTER TO SHYAMLAL (23-8-1945)

LETTER TO RADHA GANDHI (23-8-1945)

LETTER TO ANAND T. HINGORANI (23-8-1945)
LETTER TO GHANSHYAM SINGH GUPTA (23-8-1945)
LETTER TO DR. GOPICHAND BHARGAVA (23-8-1945)
LETTER TO MADHAVI KUTTI AMMA NAYANAR (23-8-1945)
LETTER TO SUSHILA PURI (23-8-1945)

LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (24-8-1945)

LETTER TO C. P. RAMASWAMI AIYAR (24-8-1945)
LETTER TO LAWRENCE MCKENNER (24-8-1945)
LETTER TO GROVER (24-8-1945)

LETTER TO AMRITLAL T. NANAVATI (24-8-1945)
LETTER TO MESSRS BACHHRAJ & CO., LTD. (24-8-1945)
LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (24-8-1945)
LETTER TO M. S. KELKAR (24-8-1945)

LETTER TO KRISHNAVARMA (24-8-1945)

LETTER TO LAKSHMI (24-8-1945)

LETTER TO RANGANAYAKI DEVI (24-8-1945)

LETTER TO NAWAB SAHEB (25-8-1945)

LETTER TO DR. B. N. SARDESAI (25-8-1945)

LETTER TO RAMNARAYAN CHOWDHARY (25-8-1945)
LETTER TO DR. SYED MAHMUD (25-8-1945)

LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (26-8-1945)
LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA (26-8-1945)

LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (26-8-1945)

TELEGRAM TO AMIYANATH BOSE (27-8-1945)

LETTER TO BHATNAGAR (27-8-1945)

LETTER TO BHAGWANJI A. MEHTA (27-8-1945)
LETTER TO ADAM ALI (27-8-1945)

LETTER TO KANJI J. DESAI (27-8-1945)

LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (27-8-1945)
LETTER TO BRIJ BIHARI AVASTHI (27-8-1945)

NOTE TO DEVPRAKASH NAYYAR (27-8-1945)

LETTER TO HOSHIARI (27-8-1945)

LETTER TO SHRIKRISHNADAS JAJU (27-8-1945)
LETTER TO LAVANYAPRABHA DUTT (27-8-1945)
LETTER TO P. C. GHOSH (27-8-1945)
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[ xxii ]
PARASRAM TAHILRAMANI (27-8-1945)
GHANSHYAM SINGH GUPTA (27-8-1945)
T. PRAKASAM (27-8-1945)
VINAYAK RAO (27-8-1945)
CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (28-8-1945)
A. PARTHASARATHY (28-8-1945)
GORDHANDAS CHOKHAWALA (28/29-8-1945)

MESSAGE TO AMERICA (On or before 29-8-1945)
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NOTE TO SHRIKRISHNA NATH
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J. C. KUMARAPPA (29-8-1945)
MAURICE FRYDMAN (29-8-1945)
CHANDRAKANT KOTAI (29-8-1945)
JAYANT SANGHAVI (29-8-1945)
MUNNALAL G. SHAH (29-8-1945)
V. L. MEHTA (29-8-1945)
KANCHAN M. SHAH (29-8-1945)
GANGARAM (29-8-1945)
KRISHNACHANDRA (29-8-1945)
GHALIB (29-8-1945)

ZOHRA ANSARI (29-8-1945)
KISHANDAS BEGRAJ (29-8-1945)
PARACHURE SHASTRI (29-8-1945)
S. NIJALINGAPPA (29-8-1945)

Y. M. PARNERKAR (29-8-1945)
PUSHPA K. DESAI (29-8-1945)

29-8-1945)
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LILAVATI ASAR (30-8-1945)
PRABHAVATI (30-8-1945)

PRABHAVATI (30-8-1945)

PRIYAMVADA NANDKEOLYAR (30-8-1945)
LAKSHMI GANDHI (30-8-1945)

TARA GANDHI (30-8-1945)

RAJMOHAN GANDHI (30-8-1945)
RAMCHANDRA GANDHI (30-8-1945)
ARUN Y. PANDYA (30-8-1945)

PRAVINA Y. PANDYA (30-8-1945)

P. H. GADRE (31-8-1945)

D. PARIMALA (31-8-1945)

J. P. BHANSALI (31-8-1945)

KANTILAL GANDHI (31-8-1945)

A. K. CHANDA (31-8-1945)

A. RAHIM (31-8-1945)

DHIRENDRANATH MUKHERJEE (31-8-1945)

SHARMA (On or after
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DISCUSSION WITH NARENDRA DEV AND SURAJ PRASAD
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PRITHVI SINGH AZAD (31-8-1945)
PANNALAL (31-8-1945)
RAMBHAI MAMTANI (31-8-1945)
RAJENDRA PRASAD (31-8-1945)
VAMAN KRISHNA PARANJPE (31-8-1945)
VINA CHATTERJEE (31-8-1945)
S. N. CHATTERJEE (31-8-1945)
DHANNO GIDWANI (1-9-1945)
UTTIMCHAND GANGARAM (1-9-1945)
NARAHARI D. PARIKH (1-9-1945)
MUNNALAL G. SHAH (1-9-1945)
CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (1-9-1945)
LILAVATI MUNSHI (1-9-1945)
MANGALDAS HARKISHANDAS (1-9-1945)
KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (1-9-1945)

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (1-9-1945)

SANTRAM AGRAWAL (1-9-1945)
ANAND T. HINGORANI (1-9-1945)
VIDYA DEVI (1-9-1945)

UPENDRA CHOWDHARY (1-9-1945)
MRS. GEORGE JOSEPH (1-9-1945)
SHRIKRISHNADAS JAJU (1-9-1945)
SANKARAN (1-9-1945)

ABDUL GHAFFAR KHAN (1-9-1945)

AWASTHI (Before 2-9-1945)
TELEGRAM TO JATINDAS M. AMIN (2-9-1945)
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AGATHA HARRISON (2-9-1945)
ANASUYA SARABHAI (2-9-1945)

JATINDAS M. AMIN (2-9-1945)

AMTUSSALAAM (2-9-1945)

AMRITLAL BATRA (2-9-1945)

S. AMBUJAMMAL (2-9-1945)
SATYAVATI (2-9-1945)

PREMKANT BHARGAVA (2-9-1945)
MITHUBEHN PETIT (2/3-9-1945)
MIRABEHN (3-9-1945)

MOHAN KUMARAMANGALAM (3-9-1945)
A. VARADARAJULU NAIDU (3-9-1945)
S. B. SARDESAI (3-9-1945)
AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (3-9-1945)
SHANTIKUMAR MORARJEE (3-9-1945)
MUNNALAL G. SHAH (3-9-1945)
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LETTER TO PUSHPA K. DESAI (3-9-1945)

LETTER TO SITA GANDHI (3-9-1945)

LETTER TO MANEKLAL GANDHI (3-9-1945)

LETTER TO V. L. MEHTA (3-9-1945)

LETTER TO DR. JIVRA] MEHTA (3-9-1945)
LETTER TO HARISHCHANDRA B. BHATT (3-9-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (3-9-1945)

LETTER TO PRABHAKAR (3-9-1945)
LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (3-9-1945)

LETTER TO GANESHSHASTRI JOSHI (3-9-1945)

LETTER TO SHYAMLAL (3-9-1945)

LETTER TO POONAMCHAND RANKA (3-9-1945)
LETTER TO ALI REZA DABEER (3-9-1945)

LETTER TO SANKARAN (3-9-1945)

LETTER TO GOKULCHAND NARANG (3-9-1945)
LETTER TO PRABODH RANJAN GHOSH (3-9-1945)

LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI (4-9-1945)
LETTER TO G. N. KANITKAR (4-9-1945)

TELEGRAM TO BASANTI DEVI DAS (5-9-1945)
LETTER TO BHUPENDRA NATH SENGUPTA (5-9-1945)
LETTER TO ANNE MARIE PETERSEN (5-9-1945)

LETTER TO SHYAMLAL (5-9-1945)
CABLE TO PULINSEAL (6-9-1945)

LETTER TO INAYATULLAH KHAN (6-9-1945)
LETTER TO AHMED DASTAGIR (6-9-1945)
LETTER TO HEMENDRA K. SHAH (6-9-1945)

LETTER TO G. N. KANITKAR (6-9-1945)

TELEGRAM TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA
LETTER TO R. C. HAUFFMANN (7-9-1945)

LETTER TO SANKARAN (7-9-1945)

LETTER TO MANAHAR DIWAN (7-9-1945)

LETTER TO P. C. JOSHI (8-9-1945)

LETTER TO BIBHAWATI BOSE (8-9-1945)

LETTER TO KANU GANDHI (8-9-1945)

LETTER TO KAILAS D. MASTER (8-9-1945)
LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (8-9-1945)

LETTER TO SANKARAN (8-9-1945)
LETTER TO HOSHIARI (8-9-1945)
LETTER TO PRABHAKAR (8-9-1945)

LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (9-9-1945)

TELEGRAM TO G. D. BIRLA (10-9-1945)

LETTER TO CHIEF SECRETARY, GOVERNMENT OF C. P.

(10-9-1945)
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LETTER TO V. A. SUNDARAM (10-9-1945)

NOTE TO AMRIT KAUR (10-9-1945)

NOTE TO AMRIT KAUR (10-9-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (10-9-1945)
LETTER TO RAMANLAL SHAH (10-9-1945)
LETTER TO KANTA (10-9-1945)

LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR (10-9-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNAVARMA (10-9-1945)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (10-9-1945)
LETTER TO SURENDRA (10-9-1945)

LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (10-9-1945)
LETTER TO CHIMANLAL M. TRIVEDI (10-9-1945)
LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (10-9-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (10-9-1945)
LETTER TO AMALPRABHA DAS (10-9-1945)
LETTER TO INDUMATI TENDULKAR (10-9-1945)
LETTER TO MANAHAR DIWAN (10-9-1945)
LETTER TO YASHODHARA DASAPPA (10-9-1945)
LETTER TO JATINDAS M. AMIN (10/11-9-1945)
LETTER TO M. VISVESVARAYYA (11-9-1945)
LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (11-9-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (11-9-1945)
LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (12-9-1945)
LETTER TO SHRIKRISHNADAS JAJU (12-9-1945)
LETTER TO LORD WAVELL (14-9-1945)
LETTER TO RANJITSINH HARBHAMJI (14-9-1945)
LETTER TO SARASWATI GADODIA (14-9-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (14-9-1945)
LETTER TO LAKSHMAN SINGH GELAKOTI (14-9-1945)
LETTER TO DR. B. S. MOONJE (14-9-1945)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (14-9-1945)
LETTER TO NAWAB OF BHOPAL (16-9-1945)
LETTER TO JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM (16-9-1945)
LETTER TO HARSHADA DIWANJI (16-9-1945)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (16-9-1945)
LETTER TO CHAMPA R. MEHTA (16-9-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNAVARMA (16-9-1945)
LETTER TO JAMSHEDJI N. MEHTA (16-9-1945)
LETTER TO KANU GANDHI (16-9-1945)

LETTER TO BENARSIDAS CHATURVEDI (16-9-1945)
LETTER TO KHWAJA SAHEB (16-9-1945)

NOTE TO AMRIT KAUR (17-9-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (17-9-1945)

241
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LETTER
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LETTER
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LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
A NOTE
A NOTE
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
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RAMNARAYAN CHOWDHARY (17-9-1945)
KRISHNACHANDRA (17-9-1945)

PRITHVI SINGH AZAD (17-9-1945)
VINA CHATTERJEE (17-9-1945)
HOSHIARI (17-9-1945)

ANUGRAH NARAYAN SINGH (17-9-1945)
BALVANTSINHA (17-9-1945)

MIRABEHN (17-9-1945)

P. RAMAMOORTHY (19-9-1945)
NARANDAS GANDHI (19-9-1945)
GAJANAN NAIK (19-9-1945)
PRABHAVATI (19-9-1945)

(19-9-1945)
(19-9-1945)

TO
TO

SHYAMLAL (19-9-1945)
SUSHILA NAYYAR (19-9-1945)

CABLE TO ‘‘THE TIMES” (21-9-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
SPEECH

LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
AT
TO
TO

FOREWORD

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

TO SITARAM PURUSHOTTAM PATWARDHAN

AMRABAPA (21-9-1945)

KAILAS D. MASTER (21-9-1945)
KRISHNACHANDRA (21-9-1945)

PRAYER MEETING (21-9-1945)

AMRIT KAUR (23-9-1945)

SANATKUMAR K. JOSHI (Before 24-9-1945)
(24-9-1945)

E. M. JENKINS (24-9-1945)

KANCHAN M. SHAH (24-9-1945)
MUNNALAL G. SHAH (24-9-1945)
MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (24-9-1945)
KRISHNACHANDRA (24-9-1945)
AMTUSSALAAM (24-9-1945)

SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (24-9-1945)
DHIRENDRA N. CHATTERJEE (24-9-1945)
SHARDA G. CHOKHAWALA (25-9-1945)

(25-9-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

MRS. SHUKLA (25-9-1945)

SUSHILA NAYYAR (25-9-1945)

RANI RAJWADE (25-9-1945)

ANAND SUNDARAM (26-9-1945)

V. A. SUNDARAM (27-9-1945)

S. RAMANATHAN (27-9-1945)

V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI (27-9-1945)
SITA GANDHI (27-9-1945)

263
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LETTER TO DAHYABHAI M. PATEL (27-9-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNAVARMA (27-9-1945)
LETTER TO MAGANBHAI P. DESAI (27-9-1945)
LETTER TO N. VYASTIRTH (27-9-1945)
LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (28-9-1945)
LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (28-9-1945)
LETTER TO KANJI J. DESAI (28-9-1945)
LETTER TO SHASHIKANT R. MEHTA (28-9-1945)
LETTER TO DUNCAN GREENLEES (29-9-1945)
LETTER TO BASSIC (29-9-1945)
LETTER TO PUSHPA K. DESAI (29-9-1945)
LETTER TO SUMITRA GANDHI (29-9-1945)
LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (29-9-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (29-9-1945)
LETTER TO SUNDARI (29-9-1945)
LETTER TO HOSHIARI (29-9-1945)
LETTER TO LALCHAND (29-9-1945)
FOREWORD TO ‘‘NEHRU YOUR NEIGHBOUR’’ (30-9-1945)
LETTER TO P. D. TANDON (30-9-1945)
LETTER TO UTTIMCHAND GANGARAM (30-9-1945)
LETTER TO J. P. BHANSALI (30-9-1945)
LETTER TO SUSHILA GANDHI (30-9-1945)
LETTER TO PREMA KANTAK (30-9-1945)
LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (30-9-1945)
LETTER TO GAJANAN NAIK (30-9-1945)
YARN QUOTA FOR KHADI PURCHASE (September 1945)
TELEGRAM TO BINA DAS (1-10-1945)
LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (1-10-1945)
LETTER TO KHURSHEDBEHN NAOROJI (1-10-1945)
LETTER TO RAIHANA TYABJI (1-10-1945)
TELEGRAM TO TAN YUN-SHAN (2-10-1945)
LETTER TO KONDA VENKATAPPAYYA (2-10-1945)
LETTER TO ANNE MARIE PETERSEN (2-10-1945)
LETTER TO K. RAMA RAO (2-10-1945)
LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (2-10-1945)
LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (2-10-1945)
LETTER TO ANAND G. CHOKHAWALA (2-10-1945)
LETTER TO SHARDA G. CHOKHAWALA (2-10-1945)
LETTER TO T. P. JOSHI (2-10-1945)
LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR (2-10-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (2-10-1945)
LETTER TO RAMANLAL AGRAWAL (2-10-1945)
LETTER TO CHANDRANI (2-10-1945)
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LETTER TO GOPI BIRLA (2-10-1945)
TELEGRAM TO K. SRINIVASAN (3-10-1945)

CABLE TO CHAIRMAN,

(3-10-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

NARANDAS GANDHI (3-10-1945)
PREMA KANTAK (3-10-1945)
CHIMANLAL SETALVAD (3-10-1945)
YUSUF MEHERALLY (3-10-1945)
KARSANDAS CHITALIA (3-10-1945)
JAMNABEHN GANDHI (3-10-1945)

NOTE TO DINSHAW K. MEHTA (3-10-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
SPEECH

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
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TO
TO
TO
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TO
TO
TO
AT
TO
TO
TO
TO
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TO

STATEMENT

LETTER

TO

JAMSHEDJI N. MEHTA (3-10-1945)
G. D. BIRLA (3-10-1945)
RADHAKANT MALAVIYA (3-10-1945)
GOKULBHAI BHATT (4-10-1945)
MRIDULA SARABHAI (4-10-1945)
MANILAL SHUKLA (4-10-1945)
MUNNALAL G. SHAH (4-10-1945)
KANCHAN M. SHAH (4-10-1945)
SARAT CHANDRA BOSE (5-10-1945)
KHURSHEDBEHN NAOROJI (5-10-1945)
N. K. BOSE (5-10-1945)

KUNVARJI K. PAREKH (5-10-1945)
PRABHAVATI (5-10-1945)
GUNOTTAM HUTHEESING (5-10-1945)
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (5-10-1945)
AMTUSSALAAM (5-10-1945)

ANAND T. HINGORANI (5-10-1945)
IFTIKHAR-UD-DIN AND ISMAT (5-10-1945)
SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (5-10-1945)
GOVARDHAN SANSTHA (5-10-1945)
C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (6-10-1945)
PREMA KANTAK (6-10-1945)
POONAMCHAND RANKA (6-10-1945)
M. S. ANEY (6-10-1945)

RATHANA TYABJI (6-10-1945)
MUNNALAL G. SHAH (7-10-1945)
SURENDRA (7-10-1945)

JATINDAS M. AMIN (7-10-1945)
KRISHNACHANDRA (7-10-1945)
ABUL KALAM AZAD (7-10-1945)

TO THE PRESS (8-10-1945)
MADALASA (8-10-1945)

INDO-BRITISH FRIENDSHIP GROUP
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G. V. MAVALANKAR (8-10-1945)
GAJANAN NAIK (8-10-1945)

CHAMPA R. MEHTA (8-10-1945)
VIRBHANU (8-10-1945)
PURUSHOTTAMDAS TANDON (8-10-1945)
SHYAMLAL (8-10-1945)

E. M. JENKINS (9-10-1945)

MIRABEHN (9-10-1945)

KANTILAL GANDHI (9-10-1945)

D. B. KALELKAR (9-10-1945)

CHAMPA R. MEHTA (9-10-1945)
PUSHPA K. DESAI (9-10-1945)
KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (9-10-1945)

GOKULBHAI BHATT (9-10-1945)

TO

KRISHNACHANDRA (9-10-1945)

A LETTER (On or before 10-10-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

E. M. JENKINS (10-10-1945)
E. M. JENKINS (10-10-1945)

JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM (10-10-1945)

G. V. MAVALANKAR (10-10-1945)

K. T. SHAH (10-10-1945)

V. L. MEHTA (10-10-1945)

KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (10-10-1945)
SATYADEVI (10-10-1945)

CHAUNDE MAHARAJ (10-10-1945)

A LETTER (10-10-1945)
LETTER TO MAHAJANI (10-10-1945)
A LETTER (On or before 11-10-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

RAMPRASAD (11-10-1945)

DINESH SINGH (11-10-1945)
SHRIKRISHNADAS JAJU (11-10-1945)
DEVDAS GANDHI (11/12-10-1945)
UMA AGRAWAL (12-10-1945)
PREMA KANTAK (12-10-1945)
RAMDAS GANDHI (12-10-1945)
LILAVATI ASAR (12/13-10-1945)

F. M. PINTO (13-10-1945)

K. ISWARA DUTT (13-10-1945)

P. C. GHOSH (13-10-1945)
CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (14-10-1945)
AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (14-10-1945)
RATILAL B. MEHTA (14-10-1945)
DHARMAKUMAR GIRI (14-10-1945)

330
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[ xxx]

LETTER TO K. T. SHAH (14-10-1945)

LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (14-10-1945)

LETTER TO ABHYANKAR (14-10-1945)

LETTER TO GOPE GURBUXANI (14-10-1945)

LETTER TO VIMLARANI GURBUXANI (14-10-1945)

LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO MRIDULA SARABHAI (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO VAJUBHAI SHUKLA (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO R. ACHUTHAN (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO V. A. SUNDARAM (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO CHANDRANI (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO ABUL KALAM AZAD (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO ABDUL GHAFFAR KHAN (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO VAMANRAO JOSHI (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO RAMESHWARI NEHRU (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO J. B. KRIPALANI (15-10-1945)

LETTER TO ANNE MARIE PETERSEN (16-10-1945)

LETTER TO CHHOTUBHAI K. MEHTA (16-10-1945)

LETTER TO TARABEHN MODAK (16-10-1945)

LETTER TO HARIKISANDAS CHAWDA (16-10-1945)

LETTER TO ANAND T. HINGORANI (16-10-1945)

LETTER TO KHURSHEDBEHN NAOROJI (17-10-1945)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (17-10-1945)

LETTER TO SHANTILAL J. MEHTA (17-10-1945)

LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (17-10-1945)

LETTER TO GAJANAN NAIK (17-10-1945)

LETTER TO MAYASHANKER (17-10-1945)

LETTER TO L. KRISHNASWAMI BHARATI (17-10-1945)

LETTER TO RATNADEVI (17-10-1945)

LETTER TO BHARATAN KUMARAPPA (On or before
18-10-1945)

TELEGRAM TO P. C. GHOSH (18-10-1945)

LETTER TO P. C. GHOSH (18-10-1945)

TELEGRAM TO ZAKIR HUSAIN (18-10-1945)

LETTER TO ZAKIR HUSAIN (18-10-1945)

LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (18-10-1945)

LETTER TO K. SANTHANAM (18-10-1945)

LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (18-10-1945)

LETTER TO MAGANLAL P. MEHTA (18-10-1945)
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TO
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TO
TO
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TO
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MANGALDAS PAKVASA (18-10-1945)
VALLABHDAS JOSHI (18-10-1945)
GULZAR SINGH (18-10-1945)
MOHANLAL VERMA (18-10-1945)
AGRAWAL (18-10-1945)

S. K. GUPTA (18-10-1945)

A. S. SAHAJANANDA (On or before 19-10-1945)

E. M. JENKINS (19-10-1945)

J. C. KUMARAPPA (19-10-1945)

G. L. CROSS (19-10-1945)

SAILES CHANDRA BOSE (19-10-1945)

A LETTER (19-10-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
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LETTER
LETTER
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BHAGWAN]JI P. PANDYA (19-10-1945)
KANJI J. DESAI (19-10-1945)

PUSHPA K. DESAI (19-10-1945)
AMTUSSALAAM (19-10-1945)

KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (19-10-1945)
KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (19-10-1945)
AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (19-10-1945)
SHRIKRISHNADAS JAJU (19-10-1945)

DR. S. M. KULKARNI (19-10-1945)
BHAVANIDAYAL SANNYASI (19-10-1945)
RAM MANOHAR LOHIA (19-10-1945)
DEVPRAKASH NAYYAR (19-10-1945)
HUMAYUN KABIR (19-10-1945)

VAMANRAO JOSHI (19-10-1945)
SATYABHAMA DEVI (19-10-1945)

H. L. SHARMA (On or after 19-10-1945)

S. A. WAIZ (20-10-1945)

T. S. ABDUR RAHMAN (20-10-1945)
SUSHILA GANDHI (20-10-1945)

NARENDRA A. TRIVEDI (20-10-1945)
KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (20-10-1945)
LILAVATI ASAR (20-10-1945)

NAVNIT SHAH (20-10-1945)

P. N. MATHEW (20-10-1945)

VINA CHATTERJEE (20-10-1945)
PRINCIPAL, KANYA GURUKUL (20-10-1945)
DR. KRISHNABAI NIMBKAR (20-10-1945)
SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (20-10-1945)
SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (20-10-1945)

NOTE TO CHANDRANI (Before 21-10-1945)
DRAFT TELEGRAM TO SATYAVATI DEVI (21-10-1945)

376
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LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
A NOTE
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TELEGRAM TO BRIJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA (22-10-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
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TELEGRAM TO RADHABAI SUBBAROYAN (24-10-1945)
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LETTER
LETTER
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LETTER
LETTER
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LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
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TO AMRIT KAUR (21-10-1945)

TO KHURSHEDBEHN NAOROJI (21-10-1945)
TO BHULABHAI J. DESAI (21-10-1945)
(21-10-1945)

TO SHRIKRISHNADAS JAJU (21-10-1945)
TO ANANT RAM (21-10-1945)
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1. MESSAGE TO STUDENTS!

AGRa,
Fuly 17, 1945

[canpHIpT :] Study and work for the country’s freedom.
This is my message to the students of India.

Gandhiji said that he realized the despondency of the student com-
munity on the failure of the Simla Conference? and the danger of ill-feeling
that might creep in between Hindu and Muslim students. Hopes must not
be lost.

Gandhiji stressed the need of unity among students and said it was deplo-
rable that a number of parties existed and things had reached such a stage
that the police were sometimes required to intervene. He wished that stu-
dents of every creed, colour and caste worked as a united body for the
common cause. He advised the people [to refrain] from indulging in mu-
tual recriminations.

Asked if the Simla Conference failed on the issue of one seat given to
a non-Leaguer, Mahatma Gandhi refuted the contention. He said that he
would publicize his views regarding this problem at the earliest opportunity.

The Hindustan Times, 19-7-1945

1 On his way to Wardha after the Simla Conference, Gandhiji addressed
the crowd assembled at the Agra Cantt. station where the special carrying
him arrived at 3.40 p. m. About a dozen local Communists, who had collected
on the platform, were initially disallowed by the authorities but they were
allowed on the assurance from them to remain peaceful.

2The Simla Conference was convened by the Viceroy, Lord Wavell,
and was attended by leaders of the various parties, prominent among
whom were Abul Kalam Azad, Bhulabhai Desai, M. A. Jinnah, Dr. Khan
Saheb, Liaquat Ali Khan, Sir Henry Richardson, Rao Bahadur Shiv Raj
and Master Tara Singh. Gandhiji did not attend the Conference but he
remained in Simla so as to be available for consultation. The Conference,
started on June 25, was adjourned on June 29 to enable the parties to
send the lists of the names for the proposed Executive Council. However,
when it met again on July 14 Lord Wavell announced its failure.

81-1



2. INTERVIEW TO “PEOPLE’S WAR>!
[Fuly 17, 194512

M. N. TANDON : Failure at Simla has disappointed the people who looked
to a change in the regime.

GANDHIJI : They should not be disappointed. The Congress
took a correct attitude and has vindicated its national character.

M. N. T. Mutual apportionment of blame has begun between the Con-
gress and the League leaders and the papers. Would this not embitter rela-
tions and dash hopes of any future settlement, thus drifting to a position of
civil war and riots?

G. Mutual recriminations should not be indulged in though
truth will have to be spoken. There is a danger of the situation drift-
ing into a civil war. The clash at Delhi station before Maulana
Azad’s compartment is a pointer. But the police should not be
allowed to maintain order amongst us. But if riots take place
what can we do? Riots have always been taking place. Even in
the reign of . . .3 riots and disturbances took place. This country is
inhabited by a very large population of various conflicting ideas.

M. N. T. Civil disturbances of the older days were no comparison to
those of today with their political and economic implications. Patriots of the
Congress and the League would fight instead of uniting for people’s service,
with the result that the people would lose faith in the honesty and patriotism
of both. Their miseries would increase tenfold and the national movement
would go to pieces.

G. Yes. We should make efforts not to let such a situation
develop.

M. N. T. Do you hope that the Congress and the League will be able

to settle in the near future?

6. We should all hope so.

1 & 2 Gandhiji gave the interview to M. N. Tandon, the Agra corres-

pondent of the Communist weekly, at the Agra Cantt. station on July 17.
3 The correspondent here explains that Gandhiji had ‘“mentioned the

name of some benevolent old Indian king, which I could not catch because
of the noise on the platform”.

2



INTERVIEW TO ‘‘PEOPLE’S WAR’’ 3

M. N. T. The belief of the common man is that the Conference broke
over the question of a single seat due to dissensions among the leaders.

G. It is wrong to say that the Conference broke over the
question of one seat. The Congress fought for a principle.

M. N. T. Even if the Congress had to nominate only Hindu Congressmen,
they could very well have represented the Nationalist Muslims and safeguarded
their interests. There is no difference between Congressman and Congressman.

G. But we were seeking able men of all parties and commu-
nities. We did not bother which party got what number of seats.

M. N. T. You had accepted the Bhulabhai Formula! of Congress-League
parity and gave a public statement? to that effect. But the Congress Work-
ing Committee agreed to Hindu-Muslim parity, proposed by Wavell,3 thus
raising the rock of breakdown, since Congress and League could not agree
to the nomination of one by the other. Is it a fact that the Working Com-
mittee disagreed with you and rejected the Congress-League parity formula?

G. Now you are dragging me into deep water. Yes. The truth
is something like this. I shall write about it in the near future.

M. N. T. You perhaps know that the Communists’ main slogan all
through the Conference has been ‘‘transform Hindu-Muslim parity into
Congress-League parity” and they are making efforts in the direction.

G. They should continue their efforts.

M. N. T. On what grounds did your correspondence with P. C. Joshi4
break ?

G. Who says it has broken down?

M. N. T. Has the Working Committee taken any decision regarding
the Communists?

G. No. It has not taken any decision.

M. N. T. You know the ban of the U. P. Government continues on the
three Communist weekliesS in U. P.

G. Have they not yet lifted the ban? It is very wrong for
the Government to do so.

1Vide Vol. LXXX, Appendix V.

2 Vide Vol. LXXX, pp. 331-3.

3 For the Viceroy’s broadcast of June 14, vide Vol. LXXX, Appendix III.

4 General Secretary, Communist Party of India. For Gandhiji’s corres-
pondence with P. C. Joshi, vide Vols. LXXVII, pp. 434-7, LXXVIII, p. 105,
and LXXIX, p. 95.

5 Lok Yuddha, People’s War and Quomi Fung
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M. N. T. Sjt. J. C. Gupta! and others met you at Simla in connection
with the release of pre-reform political prisoners who have already served
14 to 20 years of imprisonment. You have the power to get them released.

G. Efforts should certainly be made to secure their release.?
It is wrong to say that I alone have the power to get them out.

The Bombay Chronicle, 7-8-1945

3. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS

SEVAGRAM,

Fuly 18, 1945

The public will not like to know, as I have not liked, the
fact that I had to travel from Kalka to Wardha like a thief. I
could do so only by the courtesy of the authorities. Why should
I have to escape the embarrassing affection of the public? When
I travelled by the Frontier Mail from Bombay to Kalka3, at
every stopping station it was a wild demonstration. Accidents,
even fatal, were escaped by miracle. Those who were with me
in the compartment had a rough time and two wakeful nights.

Singly I might not have been able to cope with the din,
noise and hustle of the crowd. Of course this was not the first
time that I had to face such wild demonstrations, nor am I un-
aware that other leaders have to go through such ordeals, but the
fact is that each year makes me less fit for them. My ears can-
not stand the noise. I can do no work among demonstrators and
cannot make Harijan collections in such circumstances. What is
most painful is the fact that this wildness is no prelude to swa-
raj, it is no sign of non-violence.

Crowds there should be to greet the leaders, but they should
be peaceful, dignified and completely disciplined. I have seen
ordinary soldiers in thousands observing perfect silence whether
on the march or at rest. Our crowds, if they are non-violent sol-
diers of swaraj, should be more disciplined than ordinary soldiers.
Will leaders of volunteers learn a lesson from my train journey
from Kalka to Wardha and ensure perfectly peaceful demonstra-
tions at stations and elsewhere in all circumstances and not only

or especially for me?
The Hindu, 20-7-1945
1 Chairman, All Parties Political Prisoners’ Release Campaign Committee
2 For the Congress President’s letter to the Viceroy regarding this, vide

Appendix 1.
30On June 22 and 23



4. LETTER TO RAFI AHMED KIDWAI

July 18, 1945

BHAI RAFI!,
I learnt of your release at Kalka. I arrived in Sevagram this
evening. It is good you were freed. Do you get fever? Do

you have weakness? Write to me fully.
Blessings from

Baru
Rart AumEp Kipwar
ANAND BuawaN
ALLAHABAD

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

5. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

SEVAGRAM,
July 19, 1945
CHI. AMRIT,?

We reached yesterday at 2.30 Wardha and 4 p. m. Sevagram.
We walked most of the way. This I am writing before the
morning prayer.

You—all—surrounded us with lavish affection. May God bless
you for it. I hope there is no more grief over Tofa’s® departure
from you. There should be none.

Though there is rain there is no cold. I dread your having
to come to this level from cool Simla. But you will see when
it is time for you to come.

I shall think of your things.

Love to you all.

Baru

From the original : C.W. 3696. Courtesy : Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6505

1 Rafi Ahmed Kidwai (1894-1954); chief whip of the Swaraj Party in
the Central Assembly after the 1926 election; Minister for Revenue, Home
and Jails in U. P. in 1937-39 and 1946-47; Central Minister for Communi-
cation and Food from 1947 till his death

2 The superscription in this and the other letters to the addressee is in
the Devanagari script.

3 Addressee’s pet dog which died during Gandhiji’s stay at Simla.



6. LETTER TO MADHAVDAS G. KAPADIA
Fuly 19, 1945

CHI. MADHAVDAS!,

It is not good that you still don’t feel comfortable there.
You should resolve that you are to get well and not to budge from
the place. Follow Dr. Krishnavarma’s instructions scrupulously
and cheerfully. I am writing this before the morning prayer,
soon after rising. It is now time for prayer. I had got up at
4 o’clock. I arrived here yesterday at 4.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 2724

7. LETTER TO PREMA KANTAK

Fuly 19, 1945
CHI. PREMA,

I read your letter of the 1lth today. With it is Rajkumari’s
too. The post seems to have been received at Kalka. It is 4.30
just now. I am writing this after brushing my teeth. I am
sitting inside a mosquito-net and the light is outside. The prayer
bell is about to ring.

Today is your birthday. You will get this after two days.
You have to live many more years still. Spend them happily and in
service. Serving is in our own hands, and happiness, too, if we but
learn to be equiminded in happiness and sorrow. Isn’t forgetting
Vishnu the only real suffering? Why should we forget Him?

I do not remember to have been annoyed with you. If I did
get annoyed, there must have been a reason. But is my annoy-
ance really annoyance? Shouldn’t you understand this?

1 Kasturba Gandhi’s brother



LETTER TO DINSHAW K. MEHTA 7

If you start your camp independently of us and ask for no
money, where would be the difficulty? Others will learn from
you, including myself.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 10436. Also C.W. 6875.
Courtesy : Prema Kantak

8. LETTER TO DINSHAW K. MEHTA
Fuly 19, 1945

CHI. DINSHAW,

You have two girls! already under your care. May you com-
pletely succeed with them. I am now thinking of sending Bal-
krishna? to you. If he can go he will go in August. I gave him
suvarnaparpati®, he gained weight but now he has lost whatever he
had gained. I am therefore inclined to send him to you. I wrote
to him from Simla. His reply is enclosed.

Sardar Patel might also go there. I have of course suggested
it. Maybe, if he goes I too may have to go. Do you wish
him to come?

There is a third girl in addition to the two. I am thinking
of sending her also. She too is learning nursing. She keeps in-
different health. She gets fever frequently. Can she come? I
hope that all the three will get well and learn nursing there. I
expect you to train them in that way.

Have you sent Gulbehn* to Panchgani?

Blessings to all three of you from
Baru
CriNiC
Poona

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Manu Gandhi, daughter of Jaisukhlal Gandhi, and Vanamala Parikh,
daughter of Narahari Parikh; vide pp. 9-10.

2 Balkrishna Bhave, younger brother of Vinoba Bhave

3 An Ayurvedic medicine

4 Addressee’s wife



9. LETTER TO KRISHNAVARMA

July 19, 1945
BHAI KRISHNAVARMA,

I have your letters. You are doing everything you can for
Mama' and Sailen? and it seems with Sailen you are getting results.
But it is not so in the case of Mama. It seems it is the most
difficult case you have ever taken up. Do whatever you can. If
in the end he must go, what can you do? I consider this as the
last effort. The journal you used to bring out will have been
discontinued. Now do not bring out a new one. If you do
well whatever you are doing you will have done a lot.

Blessings from

Baru
Nature CurRE HospiTaL

Marap (BoMmBAY)

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

10. NOTE TO PARACHURE SHASTRI

Fuly 19, 1945

I reject taboos associated with menstruation deliberately. But
that does not mean that a lustful person may touch a woman in
menses to gratify his desire. It is the superstition that I strongly

oppose.
M. K. GanpuIl

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

11. ADDRESS TO ASHRAM WORKERS

July 19, 1945

There is no cause for frustration or disappointment as a

result of the failure of the Simla Conference. We should carry on

more vigorously our constructive work and other national acti-
vities for strengthening our position and serving the masses.

The Hindu, 21-7-1945

I Madhavdas G. Kapadia
2 Sailendra, son of Amrita Lal Chatterjee



12. MESSAGE TO STUDENT CONGRESS WORKERS!

WARDHAGAN],
July 20, 1945

Do and do as much as you can. Collect each one pice.?
The Hindu, 22-7-1945

13. LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA
Fuly 20, 1945

MY DEAR KU.,
Keep well.
Fix the date some time during the first week in September.
I have Bharatan® on the brain.
I have distributed two copies of your book* on Jesus to non-

Indian Xians. Supply me with more copies.
Love.

Baru
MacaNnwaDpr, WARDHA

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

14. LETTER TO MANU GANDHI
Fuly 20, 1945

CHI. MANUDI,

You are suffering a good deal. I have great faith in Dr. Din-
shaw, and therefore I am not worrying about you. You could
not be in a better place. I can see from your letters themselves
that both of you girls will learn something there. You must

1 Who met Gandhiji in connection with raising Begum Azad pice fund

2 Vide also ‘“‘Letter to Abul Kalam Azad”, 2-8-1945.

3 Addressee’s brother, Assistant Secretary of the All-India Village
Industries Association and Editor of its organ Gram Udyog Patrika

4 Practice and Precepts of Fesus
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return only after you have built up radiant health. Trust the
doctor implicitly and do whatever he tells you to do. Do not

feel shy to write about anything that happens. If you feel shy,
I shall worry more.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati : M.M.U./XXIV

15. LETTER TO VANAMALA N. PARIKH

Fuly 20, 1945
CHI. VANU,

If you become Vanu-di!, wouldn’t that be your undoing?
Are you going to remain silly all your life? Then remain Vanudi.
If you have any silliness in you, leave it there. As for the extra
fat, you have gone there to shed it, and also to improve the ear.
Isn’t that so? You have planned the prayers, etc., fairly well there.
I have built high hopes on the result of your stay there. My
two notes are for both you sisters.

The rest from the other letters.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 5794. Also C.W. 3017. Cour-
tesy : Vanamala M. Desai

16. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
Fuly 20, 1945

CHI. NARANDAS,

I have not written to you for a long time. I felt inclined
to write today after hearing the account given by Kanaiyo? I
had left him in Bombay with high hopes. But they have not been
fulfilled. Maybe, that also is to the good. On top of that,
he got boils on the hand. How he got them one cannot
tell. It is hoped they will subside in about eight days’ time.

1 ‘Di’ is suffixed to Gujarati names to form diminutives or to express
endearment.

2 Kanu, addressee’s son



LETTER TO AMRITA LAL CHATTERJEE 11

After that he intends to go there. It is necessary to think now
how he should be fixed up. He has considerable ability. We
have to consider which of his gifts to employ and on what tasks.
Personally I feel that it would be the most natural thing for him
to remain with me and get trained. But I would attach more
importance to your view, for at present my mind is occupied
with the work lying before me and, therefore, I am not able to
concentrate it on problems of individuals. If something occurs to
me on the spur of the moment, well and good. After that, the
attention wanders off to the original problem. I will, therefore,

do what you desire. In any case Kanaiyo himself can decide.
Blessings from

Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati : M.M.U./II. Also C.W. 8626. Cour-
tesy : Narandas Gandhi

17. LETTER TO AMRITA LAL CHATTERJEE
Fuly 20, 1945

BHAI AMRITLAL,
I have your letter in Hindi. It is good that you wrote it
in Hindi. It will not be proper for you to come here right now.
The Ashram is very unsteady. If you have blood-pressure go to
the Khadi Pratishthan!. There is work to be done there. May-
be, Ranu? and Shanti?® can also stay there. Consult Dhiren®.
Sailen has recovered.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : C.W. 10405. Courtesy : Amrita Lal
Chatterjee

1 At Sodepur, run by Satis Chandra Das Gupta
2 Romen, addressee’s son

3 Addressee’s daughter

4 Dhirendra, addressee’s son



18. LETTER TO ROMEN CHATTERJEE
Fuly 20, 1945

CHI. ROMEN,
I am sure you acted after careful thought.! College education
has no value for me. Almost all the boys that come out take
up jobs—and jobs that bring no benefit to the country, only
cause it harm. What can you do? You are a child. All the
elders want you to go to college. How can you disobey them?
Be good.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : C.W. 10397. Courtesy : Amrita Lal
Chatterjee

19. LETTER TO ABDUL HUQ
Fuly 20, 1945

BHAI SAHEB,
Zohra? has come to me about Shaukatullah Ansari’s® house
which is in your possession and which you refuse to give up. I
should like to hear what you have to say in the matter. You
were a friend of the late Dr. Ansari. How can there be any
litigation with you? I shall hope to hear from you.
Yours,

M. K. GANDHI

Dr. Aspur Hug
DEevHI

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 The addressee had joined the Intermediate course of the Calcutta
University.

2 Zohra Ansari, wife of Shaukatullah Shah Ansari

3 Honorary General Secretary, All-India Muslim Majlis, 1944-47;
Counsellor, Indian Embassy in Turkey, 1947-48

4M. A. Ansari (1880-1936); leading physician of Delhi; President,
Indian National Congress, 1927

12



20. LETTER TO MANU GANDHI

SEVAGRAM,
July 21, 1945
CHI. MANUDI,

I have torn up your letter. It was silly. If there was any-
thing private in it, it was your silliness. You had promised to
stay there for a year if required. And now you wish to go back
on your word! Who will trust you then? There is no harm in
accepting money from Bhai. He is your father. If you ask me,
I would say that you should stop all other thought and get well
there. If the doctor is put to any expense, it is for him and me
to worry about. You may ask him for whatever money you need.
Your whole letter was silly. I was pained to read it. Try and
see if you can become firm in your mind. Ultimately you are
your own sovereign.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati : M.M.U./III

21. LETTER TO SARALA MEHTA
Fuly 21, 1945

CHI. SARALAI,

I have your long letter. What can I do in the family affairs??
Time will do its own work. But bear in mind that the one
who has truth on his side will not be harmed. Bhai Nanalal’® is
there — all of you should see him. I am very busy these days.

Blessings from
Baru
CHANDRAKUN]J
JacenatH Prot, Rajkot

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal. Also
C.W. 1627. Courtesy : Champa Mehta

I Daughter of Champa and Ratilal Mehta, eldest son of Dr. Pranjivan-
das Mehta

2 Of Dr. Pranjivandas Mehta

3 Nanalal K. Jasani
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22. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA

Fuly 21, 1945
CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,

(1) There is some confusion. What is and what is not my
responsibility and to what extent is a matter of argument. In
faith there is no room for argument.

(2) One can try to be dustlike. Understand the suffix ‘like’.

(3) How can a person make his full contribution if he has
not become dustlike to the extent required by the Ashram?

(4) One can make oneself fit for the Ashram even while
one is away from it. People have done so and are doing so.
This needs to be understood. And those who have qualified
themselves for the Ashram will always regard themselves as being
in the Ashram, no matter where they go.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 4518

23. LETTER TO M. R. JAYAKAR

SEVAGRAM,
Fuly 22, 1945
DEAR DR. JAYAKAR,

I thank you for your letter! which I am forwarding to the
Maulana. I know he will appreciate it.

I Dated July 19, it read : ‘. ..it does not suit Mr. Jinnah to ac-
cept any arrangement, however shortlived, which brings Hindus and Mus-
lims together . .. he called the Wavell arrangement a snare . .. if he ac-
cepted the interim arrangement (suggested at the Simla Conference in June
’45) Pakistan would be shelved. . .. May I congratulate you and the other
Congress leaders, especially the President Maulana Abul Kalam Azad

on the straight, dignified and urbane manner in which he conducted
himself ?”

14



LETTER TO MANU GANDHI 15

You may depend upon my doing whatever is possible for me
to do.

I hope you are keeping well and fit.

Yours  sincerely,

M. K. GanDHI

Dr. M. R. JAYARAR
WiINTER RoaD
MaLaBar HirLL
BomBAY!

Gandhi-Jayakar Papers, File No. 826. Courtesy : National Archives of India

24. LETTER TO BHARATAN KUMARAPPA

Fuly 22, 1945

MY DEAR BHARATAN,

I could not send you the enclosed earlier. If you did not
want some such answer you should revise it yourself or rewrite
it and let me see it. We do not want to fill the columns of the
Gram Udyog Patrika. Whilst I was away, what was done was
inevitable. Now that I am here we must publish something final.

You and your informants are late in the day. Have you
read my writings ?

Love.

Baru
From a photostat : G.N. 10174

25. LETTER TO MANU GANDHI

Fuly 22, 1945
CHI. MANUDI,

Do you believe that Jaisukhlal refused to send you money
because he distrusts you? If you think so, you are doing a great
injustice to your father. I have told Jaisukhlal that he should
not send money directly to you, and that is why he mentioned

1 The address is from Pyarelal Papers.



16 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

my name. If you want money, write to me. But where is the
need? I can write to Dr. Mehta. If you do not stay there in
peace and keep on saying that you wish to run away, it will
pain me. How do you know that Rs. 10,000 are to be set
[apart] for you?
Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati : M.M.U./III

26. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
FJuly 22, 1945

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

Chi. Sushila (Nayyar) is leaving today. If an operation
becomes absolutely necessary, get it done. If it is decided to
keep you under observation for two or three months, I am in
favour of your staying at Dinshaw’s. If you decide to go, I also
will be ready to go there. You may write, or dictate, whatever
else you wish to.

Blessings from
Baru

SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL
68 MARINE DRIVE
BoMmBAY

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2 : Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 280

27. LETTER TO PURUSHOTTAM K. JERAFANI
Fuly 22, 1945

BHAI KAKUBHAI,

I have received all your letters. They have all been duly
answered. Bear in mind that anyone who spins will have to see
to all the previous processes connected with cotton. Without it
the work will be incomplete. Among these the process of card-
ing works wonders. Let them ply the takli instead of the spinning-
wheel.



LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR 17

I have not quite understood what took place with Kanu
Gandhi. Narandas’s suggestion appears to be quite acceptable.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : C.W. 10855. Courtesy : Purushottam
K. Jerajani

28. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

SEVAGRAM,
Fuly 22, 1945

CHI. SUSHILA,

I did let you go but afterwards I kept thinking about your
health!. I have therefore asked? Sardar to inform me about it by
wire. Get well completely. Have yourself examined by Dr. Gilder3,
if you want to. Write to me in detail. Was there a crowd? If
Dr. Gilder is not using Prabhavati’s* spinning-wheel, bring it
back. Buy him a new one if he is using it, or we can send one
from here. Prabhavati’s spinning-wheel is specially meant for
me and so I want it back if possible. I am sure you will see
Mathuradas’.

Today I span for one hour and seven minutes. Recitation of
the Gita was over by that time.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 The addressee had an attack of dysentery.

2 This letter is not available.

3 Dr. M. D. D. Gilder, Minister in the first Congress Ministry of
Bombay, 1937-39

4 Wife of Jayaprakash Narayan

5 Mathuradas Trikumji, ex-Mayor of Bombay, who was suffering from
tuberculosis

81-2



29. TELEGRAM TO MRIDULA SARABHAI

Express SEVAGRAM,
Fuly 23, 1945

Mribpura!

CARE SARALA

BoMmBAY

I WANT WHOEVER ENTERTAINS CAMP TO PROVIDE BUILDINGS
UTENSILS FREE. ONE PLACE WAS REJECTED TRYING OTHER
TWO. YOU CAN GO AND RETURN AS SUGGESTED.

Baru

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

30. TELEGRAM TO RAJENDRA PRASAD

Express SEVAGRAM,
July 23, 1945

Doctor RAJENDRAPRASAD
Birra House
New DeLrHI
SORRY MAHENDRA? TO DIE.
Baru

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Daughter of Ambalal Sarabhai, Trustee and Joint Secretary of the
Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust
2 Mahendra Chowdhury; vide the following item.
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31. LETTER TO LORD WAVELL

SEVAGRAM,
July 23, 1945
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter! of 18th instant about Mahendra Chowdhury
for which I thank you.

Apart from the merits about which I should have much to
say if there was room for argument, I question the prudence of
one person, however eminent, deciding to take the life of a per-
son even proved guilty, without having an impartial tribunal to
advise him. Moreover, this case had, rightly or wrongly, assumed
a political character. How I wish you had been wisely guided!

Yours sincerely,
M. K. Ganpur
H. E. tHE VicEroy

THE ViceEroy’s Houske
New DEeLHI

Gandhiji’s Correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, p. 39

32. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

Fuly 23, 1945
CHI. AMRIT,?

I have your two letters received by the same post.

The cuttings you have sent are interesting. I have read
them all.

I hope you no longer grieve over Tofa’s death. Don’t have
another pet animal if you can restrain yourself.

Though you must miss us all, I am glad you have a little
leisure now. You were overworking yourself.

1Tn which the Viceroy had informed Gandhiji that the case was one
of dacoity and murder, that the Privy Council had rejected the application
and that the law must take its course. Vide Vol. LXXX, pp. 426-7.

2 The superscription and the subscription in this letter are in Hindi.
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20 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

I look forward to your account of the visit you have referred
to in your letter.

Sushila had an attack of dysentery. She had lost 4 Ib. up
to yesterday. She went to Bombay yesterday for the Sardar.
There was a phone that she was still suffering. I do feel strongly
that medical people should [not] suffer from avoidable complaints.
Something wrong in a system that tolerates such evils.

Well, I hear today from the Viceroy that the Bihar young
man'! is to hang. It is a bad augury. I had forebodings as you
know but had hoped otherwise. Let us see.

My love to you all.

Blessings from
Baru

From the original : C.W. 3697. Courtesy : Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6506

33. LETTER TO MADALASA
Fuly 23, 1945

CHI. MADALASA,

The name *Jivan Kutir? will be justified only if you, who

were half dead when going to live there, regain sweet life there.

I was very pleased to know that you were well. And now you

have Vinoba’ and Ram*. What more can you wish for? See
that you never sink into the slough of despair again.

Blessings from

Baru

[From Gujarati]
Panchven Putrako Bapuke Ashirvad, p. 325

1 Mahendra Chowdhury

2 The name of the addressee’s house; literally, ‘cottage of life’
3 Vinoba Bhave

4 Ramakrishna, addressee’s younger brother



34. LETTER TO ANNAPURNA C. MEHTA
Fuly 23, 1945

CHI. ANNAPURNA,
I got your loving gift of the loin-cloth. But if all the girls
should send things like this, wouldn’t that spoil me? I would
get into the habit of wearing new and nice loin-cloths. The
really good and proper thing to do would be to give the best
thing you make or get made to your best student. That would
be truly as good as giving the thing to me.
Now you should learn hand-weaving also.
I hope your health is good and your work is going on well.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 9438

35. LETTER TO MANCHERSHA AVARI
Fuly 23, 1945

BHAI MANCHERSHA AVARI,
I have your letter. I am very happy to know that you are
immersed in constructive work and your wife is also with you.
It is difficult to attend to everyone—and then there are so many
things to see to. It will be so much the better if you could carry
further what has since been accomplished. Let us see what happens

about the death-sentence convicts!. I am doing all that I can.
Blessings to both of you from

Baru

GENERAL MANCHERSHA AVARI
Siras PETH
Nacpur City

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Several freedom fighters who had retaliated against British repression
in Chimur and Ashti had been sentenced to death. Vide also Vol. LXXIX,
p. 335.
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36. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

July 23, 1945
CHI. DAUGHTER,

Your letter, redirected from Simla, was received here yester-
day.

You deliberately spoil your health and then complain. Come
whenever you can make yourself free. You went of your own
accord. Was it I who sent you? Anyway come when Prafulla
Babu! permits you to do so. Shanti? told me at Simla that she
needed you for a lot of work. She does not want to let you
leave Bengal. But I want to leave everything to you.

See Niamat’s letter. I argued with her a great deal, telling
her it would be no use calling Islam3 just for a few days. But
would she ever listen to me?

Prabhavati will write the rest.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 499

37. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA
Fuly 23, 1945

CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,

Your catching malaria is a matter of concern. Maybe, you
would have been spared if you had properly used the mosquito-
net. In my opinion the principle of not taking any treatment
cannot hold good for everybody.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 4519

1 Prafulla Chandra Ghosh, Chief Minister of West Bengal, 1947-48;
Member, State Assembly, 1947-62, 1967-68

2 Wife of Humayun Kabir

3 A Muslim woman from Sevagram who was later accommodated in
Kasturba Vidyalaya, Madhan
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38. LETTER TO A. KALESWARA RAO
Fuly 23, 1945

BHAI KALESWARRAO,

I have your telegram. I showed it to Vinoba. He is so
much involved in the work here that he needs some free time.
He will therefore not be able to do any work for the exhibition!.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

39. LETTER TO RAJENDRA PRASAD
Fuly 23, 1945

BHAI RAJENDRA BABU,

I have sent a telegram? about Mahendra. I am enclosing
herewith the Viceroy’s letter and my reply? to him. Mahendra
will have gone, but what now? The full details of the case should
come out.*

I hope the fever has gone.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Village Industries Exhibition

2 & 3 Vide pp. 18-9.

4 Vide also ‘“Telegram to Rajendra Prasad”, 30-7-1945, and ‘‘Letter to
Rajendra Prasad”, 15-8-1945.
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40. LETTER TO MAHESH CHARAN

Fuly 23, 1945
BHAI MAHESH CHARAN,

Sjt. Jajuji' has talked to me about the matter you mention
in your letter. I am satisfied with what is being done.

Blessings from
Baru

GANDHI ASHRAM
Kuapr BHANDAR

32 LaToucHE Roap
Lucknow

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

41. LETTER TO SHYAMLAL

Fuly 23, 1945

BHAI SHYAMLALZ,

There are two ways of serving the Harijans. First, by raising
them through education, etc., and secondly by rooting out
untouchability from among the caste Hindus. The first course
always bears fruit and it is desirable to pursue it however little
one can. Simple ‘Eradication of Untouchability’ does not serve
our purpose. Therefore, ‘Harijan Sevak Sangh’ is a more appro-
priate expression. It is true that so far very little work has been
done among the savarnas. The reasons are obvious. We lack
self-sacrifice. Everyone, to some extent, can do the work of
spreading education. But everyone cannot work among the
savarnas for the removal of untouchability. Untouchability cannot
be removed by delivering speeches. It will be removed only by
the power of our self-sacrifice. In such self-sacrifice, fasting has
an important place. The fasts should be backed by discretion.

1 Shrikrishnadas Jaju, Secretary, All-India Spinners’ Association
2 Secretary, Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust
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LETTER TO ISHKUMAR 25

Something could be done if competent Shastris issue public
statements. What Barveji! says is not right. There can be no
separate village for Harijans because they are an integral part of
society and yet outside it.

They need wells, schools, etc., and if they are properly built
and if savarnas are allowed access to them, it would be one step
towards eradication of untouchability. Abolition of untouch-
ability has political implications but it must be pursued with a
purely religious motive. It is a need of Hinduism. The answers
to your more important questions are as follows :

1. Castes must go if we want to root out untouchability.
Read my preface to Varnavyavastha?.

2. T feel that if it becomes necessary we should continue
special schools, wells, and so on.

3. Propaganda among the savarna Hindus is necessary. I
have mentioned its limitations above.

4. 1If there is a conflict with the savarnas for securing the rights
of Harijans, we must put up with it but secure them the rights.

5. The suggestion is good, but discretion will be necessary
in [implementing] it.

6. I consider the movement for temple-entry as necessary.

7. I do not know how far it is possible to have a meeting
of Hindu leaders. But there should be such a meeting.

8. The question of separate wells has already been dealt with.

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

42. LETTER TO ISHKUMAR
Fuly 23, 1945

BHAI ISHKUMAR,

What will you do by coming to me? It is difficult to be
with me. It is also uncertain where I shall be when you come.
Here it is only physical labour the whole day. I advise you to
resist the temptation of coming here for the present. The weather
too is not good.

Yours,
M. K. GANDHI
SHRI AUROBINDO ASHRAM
PoNDICHERRY

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1V. N. Barve, President, Harijan Sevak Sangh, Dhulia
2 Vide Vol. LIX, pp. 61-7.



43. LETTER TO SHYAMLAL
Fuly 23, 1945

BHAI SHYAMLAL,

Prof. Jagadisan! may employ a male doctor for the time
being. I have no objection.

Blessings from
Baru

SEcRETARY, K. G. N. M. Trust
Bajaywabi
WARDHA

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

44. LETTER T0O BENDRE

SEVAGRAM,
July 24, 1945
BHAI BENDRE,

I have your letter. How shall I console you? Your bond
was with your Bachi’s? soul. What does it matter whether the
body is buried or cremated? You of course know that the soul
does not perish. Why, then, should you grieve? But this is mere
philosophy. Experience of the world tells us that no one goes
mad over the death of his children. You should, therefore, feel
ashamed of yourself over your excessive grieving and shower
love on Nalini. Please calm yourself.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati : C.W. 10246

I'T. N. Jagadisan was supervising the leprosy relief work of the Kasturba
Gandhi National Memorial Trust since May 1945.
2 Addressee’s daughter
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45. LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI

July 24, 1945
CHI. RAMDAS,

You may consider this first for Ushal. If you are still ill,
then why don’t you go to Dr. Dinshaw and get cured? Why
should you be lethargic in this matter? Kanam? had also
become weak.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

46. LETTER TO S. A. BRELVI®
FJuly 24, 1945

BHAISHRI BRELVI4,

The whole of India knows that as far as politics goes I have
the greatest esteem for Sir Pherozeshah®.
Yours,

M. K. GanpHI
From a facsimile of the Hindi : Mahatma, Vol. VII, between pp. 16 and 17

47. LETTER TO SHRIMAN NARAYAN
FJuly 24, 1945

CHI. SHRIMAN,

It seems you have sent the letter already. I had thought you
would show me the draft. Anyway in my view you should have
given only one reason for resigning®. Use of the term ‘Hindustani’

1 Addressee’s daughter

2 Kanu, addressee’s son

3 The letter has been reproduced in the Urdu script as well.

4(1891-1949); Leading Congressman of Bombay; Chairman of the Bom-
bay branch of the All-India Nationalist Muslim Party formed in 1929;
Editor of The Bombay Chronicle

5 Pherozeshah Mehta (1845-1915); one of the founders of the Indian
National Congress and its President in 1890 and 1909

6 From the Secretaryship of the Rashtrabhasha Prachar Samiti, Wardha
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28 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

is of secondary importance. Implications of the term ‘Rashtra-
bhasha’ are far-reaching. It would be better also to send the
resignation after revising it. If you want to do this you should

show me the draft before sending it.
Blessings from
Baru
[From Hindi]
Panchven Putrako Bapuke Ashirvad, p. 307

48. LETTER TO SHYAMLAL
FJuly 24, 1945

BHAI SHYAMLAL,
I congratulate you on your accepting a cut of Rs. 100
voluntarily. If you can conveniently give up something more
please do so. Only good can come of it but nothing should be

done on my bidding. All sacrifice must be voluntary.
Blessings from

Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

49. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

SEVAGRAM,
Fuly 25, 1945

CHI. AMRIT,
Don’t apologize for writing to me daily. You should continue
without straining yourself and without expecting a reply daily.
You are silent about your visit.
You did well in writing to J. The criticism is unfriendly.

But restraint is always good.
I hope you are well. Ask Beryl to write to me. Is Shummy!

better ?
Sushila still with Sardar.
Love to you all.
Baru

From the original : C.W. 4161. Courtesy : Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 7797

1 Shumshere Singh, addressee’s brother



50. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

July 25, 1945
CHI. MIRA,

If T am to write I must be brief. If you do not feel well
you must run up to a cool place. I took the journey well. Bal-
vantsinha must be with you when this reaches you. Keep him if
you want him. Tell him on his letter I sent Hoshiari! to her
father. She will return with or without her boy. It is fair here.
It rains off and on. But the insects are more numerous than
before. Sushila got dysentery and lost 4 1b. She is now in Bombay
with Sardar.

Love.

Baru

SHR1 MIRABEHN

Kisan AsHrAM

P. O. BAHADRABAD, via JWALAPUR
Near Harbpwar, U. P.

From the original : C.W. 6509. Courtesy : Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9904

51. LETTER TO SITA GANDHI

July 25, 1945
CHI. SITA,

I read your letter. Your curriculum is good. You are
working hard. Do not worry about whether you will pass or
not. Don’t do anything at the cost of your health. Do not
write in a small hand. Examine carefully what is written in this
postcard.

Blessings from
Baru
KuMarr Sita GANDHI
MasaruwaLA BuNcaLow
Axkora, BErRAR

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 4954

I Niece of Balvantsinha
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52. LETTER TO PUSHPA K. DESAI
Fuly 25, 1945

CHI. PUSHPAl,

I have your letter. If you have really realized God, you will
see Him everywhere, even in your father. Still, if you must come
here you may. But you will have to find solitude in multi-
tude. You will have to do everything right from cleaning the
latrines and you will have to find God in that. One cannot
serve God by singing bhagjans. You may therefore be escaping
from one difficulty to land into another. I advise you to see
Manibehn? and then arrive at a decision. Consider it a sin to
write in pencil.

Blessings from
Baru

CHi. PusHPABEHN

C/o Surt ManiLaL PopaTrAL DosHr
SHARDA’S CHAWL

SeconD Froor, Room No. 12
BomBay

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

53. LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL
Fuly 25, 1945

CHI. MANI,

Why need you write to me now? And I should not hope
that you will.

I write this in connection with Pushpa. She is suffering very
much. She has written to me that she wants to see me. But it
will be better if you go and visit her. You will certainly find
her at her place. The address is Cfo Manilal Popatlal Doshi,

1 Daughter of Kanji Jethabhai Desai of Bombay
2 Daughter of Vallabhbhai Patel
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LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL 31

New Hanuman Lane, Sharda’s Chawl, Second Floor, Room No. 12.
I hope you are well.

Blessings from
Baru
SHrR1 MANIBEHN PATEL
C/o Sur1 DanvaBHAT PATEL
68 MARINE DRIVE
BoMBAY

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—4: Manibehn Patelne, pp. 136-7

54. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
Fuly 25, 1945

BHAI VALLABHBHALI,

I have your letter. If you have to take treatment now, I
would strongly advise you to go to Dinshaw at Poona for it. I
will be ready to go there, and so you will have the benefit of
my quackery, too. In any case you cannot get worse than you
are and it is likely Dinshaw will win glory.

I had a talk with Pardiwalal. I will write? today itself. That
mail goes by the morning post. A copy cannot be sent with
this. Such things will go on happening. You are not the man
to worry about them.

I have no time to write more.

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Patro-2 : Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 281

1 An advocate of Bombay
2 To Lord Wavell; vide pp. 34-5.



55. LETTER TO APTE
Fuly 25, 1945

BHAI APTE,

He who had given you Shambhu has taken him back. We
must also meet the same fate. Why should you then grieve?
Why should Sharaja lament? All the children belong to you both.
All this is implied in the khadi spirit. Cultivate that spirit and
go on doing your duty. Everything will be all right if you
exercise self-control. Moreover, you have already rendered what-
ever service you could.

Blessings from
Bapu

APTE
279-2 Sapasuiv PeETH
Poona Cirity

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

56. LETTER TO JAMSHEDJI N. MEHTA
Fuly 25, 1945

BHAI JAMSHED,

I got your letter along with the typed matter. It is surpris-
ing that the Gita is full of those things and yet you could find no
consolation from it. Because you were used to English that
appealed to you immediately. Be that as it may, it is good that
the depression has left you. For the rest take it that whatever
happened at Simla was for the best.

Blessings from
Baru

SHETH NUSSERVAN]JI
KARACHI

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
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57. LETTER TO KRISHNAVARMA
FJuly 25, 1945

BHAI (DR.) KRISHNAVARMA,

I have your letter. Chi. Sailen has come here. He is well.
More about him later. Do whatever you can for Mama. The
result is in God’s hands. Please tell Mama that it will be good
if he observes the rules of the place where he stays.

Blessings from
Baru

Marap

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

58. LETTER TO PURUSHOTTAMDAS TANDON

SEVAGRAM,
Fuly 25, 1945

BHAI TANDON]JI!,

I have your letter of July 11. I read it twice. I then
gave it to Kishorelalbhai. You probably know that he is an
independent thinker. I also send you what he has written. I
would only say that I have always been as far as possible a slave
of your love. The time has now come when the same love will
separate me from you. I have not been able to explain myself.
Kindly place this letter before the Standing Committee of the
Sammelan?. I feel that the Sammelan has not accepted my
definition of Hindi. And now my ideas are moving further
still in that direction. My definition of Rashtrabhasha includes
a knowledge of Hindi and Urdu and both the Nagari and
Persian scripts. Only thus can a fusion of Hindi and Urdu
come about, if it will. I am afraid this suggestion of mine may
not be welcome to the Sammelan. I therefore request that my

1(1882-1962); Speaker, U. P. Legislative Assembly, 1937-39 and 1946-50;
elected President of Indian National Congress, 1950, but resigned soon after;
Vice-President, Akhil Bharatiya Hindi Sahitya Sammelan

2 Akhil Bharatiya Hindi Sahitya Sammelan
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resignation be accepted. By pursuing the difficult task of propa-
gating Hindustani I shall be serving both Hindi and Urdu.

Yours,

M. K. GANDHI

[From Hindi]
Rashtrabhashake Prashnapar Gandhiji aur Tandonjika Mahattvapurna Patravya-
vahar, p. 10

59. LETTER TO SUKHDEV
Fuly 25, 1945

BHAI SUKHDEV]I,
What is the use of my sending for you? Send me all the

papers. Send also a brief statement along with them. I will do

what I can after studying everything. Stay on there till you

have my reply.

SjT. SUKHDEV

Damwy “Tejp”

DeLHI

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

60. LETTER TO LORD WAVELL

SEVAGRAM,
Fuly 25, 1945

DEAR FRIEND,

I have just heard from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel that several
thousand Indian soldiers who had joined Subhas Babu! in Burma
or elsewhere and who were captured during the recent anti-Japa-
nese operations have been locked up in the Delhi Fort and the
ring leaders (so called) have been shot under the decree of a court
martial. I am inclined to think that this is a bazaar rumour.
Nevertheless, I suggest that the public may be taken into confidence

1 Subhas Chandra Bose (1897-1945); General Secretary of the Congress,
1927; President of the Congress, 1938 and 1939; resigned Presidentship and
founded the All-India Forward Bloc; placed under house arrest but escaped
to Germany in 1941; one of the organizers of Indian Independence League
in South East Asia; organized and led the Indian National Army
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as to the true situation and that, if there is any truth about the
lock-up and trial, legal assistance of their choice may be given
to those who may be tried.

This is being posted after post office hours. Hence a copy

under a certificate of posting will follow when the post office
opens tomorrow.!

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GaNDHI
H. E. TuE VicEroy
Viceroy’s House
New Derux

Gandhij’s Correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, pp. 39-40

61. LETTER T0 J. C. KUMARAPPA

SEVAGRAM,
Fuly 26, 1945

MY DEAR KU.,

This is to introduce Shri Shyamlal to you. He is the Secre-
tary of the K. G. Memorial Trust. He will plead with you for
accommodating the prospective women’s camp for four months
from after the rains are over, i. e., not later than 2nd October.

I support the pleading, if it is feasible. More from the bearer.
Love.

Baru
From a photostat : G.N. 10175

62. LETTER TO PATTABHI SITARAMAYYA

Fuly 26, 1945

DEAR PATTABHIZ,

Pyarelal has asked you about the accuracy of your reported
speech3. Now comes the enclosed from the angry worker who

1 Acknowledging this on July 29, the Viceroy’s Private Secretary E. M.
Jenkins replied that it was receiving the Viceroy’s consideration.
2 (1880-1959); Member, Congress Working Committee, President, All-India

States People’s Conference, 1936; President of the Congress, 1948; Governor
of Madhya Pradesh, 1952-57

3 Vide pp. 40-1.
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takes me to task about palmyra trees. Did I ever say about pal-
myra trees [anything] of the kind reported to have been said by me?
I have much to say about the other parts. But I forbear pending
your reply. Hope you are well.
Yours,
Baru

MACHHALIPATTAM

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

63. NOTE TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH
Fuly 26, 1945

When I fixed the amount of milk, there were no other
institutions in the neighbourhood. Now that there are, it becomes
our duty to sink or swim with them. We here cannot have the
freedom that they enjoy. But we must apply the controls that
they do. The doctors are engaged in formulating a standard. It
will be published shortly. Just now you should reduce the quantity
of milk as much as you conveniently can. The final decision
should be postponed till after Sushilabehn’s arrival. I should like to
do without ghee altogether, but that does not seem desirable for
vegetarians. Experience will be a better guide in this matter.
Pulses cannot replace milk, but doctors believe that they are
necessary in themselves. I am the only one to assert emphatically
that they are not necessary. We may, however, introduce them.
The same about spices. Those who are under the Ashram vows
cannot consume them for the pleasure of the palate, but if they
are necessary for aiding digestion they may be used. It should be
remembered that there are very few in the Ashram who have
taken the vows. I see no great trouble in having two separate
cuisines—one with spices, the other without. We cannot compel
anybody to observe the vow of controlling the palate, or any vow.

While considering this matter, we should remember that though
milk, ghee and fruit are consumed in greater quantity in the
Ashram, illness persists. We must investigate the cause of this.

If this does not give you the guidance that you need, ask
me again. The problem of those who are ill is a different one.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : C.W. 5908. Courtesy : Munnalal G. Shah



64. LETTER TO KRISHNAVARMA
Fuly 26, 1945

BHAI KRISHNAVARMA,
I enclose herewith Sailen’s letter. He has also given me a
leaflet. It contains something shocking. I send you the relevant
portion along with Sailen’s letter. If what is said in it is true we
must correct it. It is our duty not to get angry with the critic
but to accept the substance of what he says. In many things
nature cure should be superior to the methods of ordinary
doctors and ordinary men. More after I hear from you.
Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

65. LETTER TO GOSIBEHN CAPTAIN
Fuly 27, 1945

CHI. GOSIBEHN!,

I am so glad you can upset inkstands and that in the wrong
place.
You may not give up the ghost so easily. See Balasaheb Kher?
and put all the facts before him. We must do things correctly even
if they take a little time. Time given won’t be time wasted.
That would be part of teaching new work. See the others also.
Take my help whenever necessary. P.3 can attend to her teeth.
She need not wait for the meeting. I am doing all I can. You
must be well.

Love.
Baru

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Grand-daughter of Dadabhai Naoroji
2B. G. Kher, ex-Premier of Bombay
3 Perin, addressee’s sister
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66. LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA

SEVAGRAM,
July 27, 1945
CHI. BALVANTSINHA,
I have your letters. It will be good if your presence can
help to settle the dispute there.

Hoshiari is brave. She will succeed. It is good that you are
also there.

I am keeping well. Mirabehn is anxiously awaiting you.
It will be good if you have a look at Dr. Sharma’s handi-
work!. See what he is doing.
Things are going on well here. By the route which you have
taken you cannot go to Balkrishna.
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 1965

67. LETTER TO GHANSHYAM SINGH GUPTA

FJuly 27, 1945
BHAI GHANSHYAM SINGH,

There is no discourtesy in publishing the letter from the
Governor of Sind. I have made emendations in both the drafts.
You will understand them.

I finished it today but it could not be registered in the post
today. It will go tomorrow.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 The addressee in his book Bapuki Chhayamen explains that the reference
is to the nature-cure clinic opened by H. L. Sharma at Khurja.
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68. LETTER TO HOSHIARI
Fuly 27, 1945

CHI. HOSHIARI,

I have your letter. You will not cease to be respectful towards
your father, at the same time you will remain firm. It does
not matter if it takes a few days to persuade Father. If your
firmness makes Father angry, there is nothing you can do about
it. Look after your health. If possible go and see Dr. Sharma.

Blessings from
Baru
Clo LAcHHMAN SINGH]JI
SAMASPUR
Knurja, U. P.

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

69. LETTER TO RAJENDRA PRASAD

SEVAGRAM,
Fuly 27, 1945

BHAI RAJENDRA BABU,

I have already written to you about Mahendra.! Probably
by now he will have been hanged. It seems our effort has been
in vain. If there is any further news we shall get it. Write to me
fully about what you think. It is surprising that you fell ill in
Delhi. It will be better to go to Pilani only after you get well.

I shall see about the other Mahendra? after I receive the
papers. It would be good if I get papers concerning the first
Mahendra also.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Vide p. 23.

2 Raja Mahendra Pratap (1886-1979); President, Provisional Government
of Hind in Kabul, 1915. He was in the Yokohama prison and Government’s
assistance was required for his return to India.
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70. LETTER TO SUCHETA KRIPALANT
Fuly 27, 1945

CHI. SUCHETA!,

I have gone through your Urdu letter. I like it; you should
not understand it to mean that you are to give up writing in
Hindi. You should write in both according to the occasion.
Why did you fall ill? It will be good if you go to Gulmarg
first and get well. The only condition is that you should go while
Jawaharlal is there and should see that his privacy is protected.
I do not write to the Professor2. This for him : He should write to
me in Hindi or Urdu or Sindhi. Why does he write in English?
Is it because he is a ‘professor’?

Blessings from
Baru
Swara] BHAVAN
ALLAHABAD

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

71. INTERVIEW TO “THE HINDU”

WARDHAGAN],
July 28, 1945

QUESTION : According to Dr. Pattabhi, the Desai-Liagat Formula con-
templated formation of a new government first, to be followed by the release
of the members of the Congress Working Committee. This aspect of the
Formula had been interpreted by some people as ‘‘bypassing the Congress”
and by some others as ‘‘stabbing the Congress in the back”.

You have stated in your statement issued from Panchgani that you bles-
sed the Formula as you thought it provided a basis for communal settle-
ment. It is generally believed that you were consulted at every stage of the

1 (1908-74); In-charge, Women’s Department, A.I.C.C.; member, Congress
Working Committee, 1950-52; member, Lok Sabha, 1952-62; Chief Minister,
U. P., October 1963 to March 1967

2 Addressee’s husband J. B. Kripalani, (b. 1888); General Secretary of
the Indian National Congress, 1934-46; its President in 1946. One of the
founders of the Congress Democratic Front and later of the Praja Socialist
Party
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agreement. Is the interpretation put on the agreement that it bypassed the

Congress correct?

ANSWER : I consider the question has been addressed to a
wrong person. Parties to the Formula are the best persons to say
what it meant. Then what you put into Dr. Pattabhi’s mouth, he
may repudiate. I, therefore, suggest to all reporters at all times,
but most specially at this time, to be precise and accurate in what
they say. There never was the slightest intention on the part of
Advocate Bhulabhai Desai, on whose behalf alone I can speak,
“of stabbing the Congress in the back” or making an attempt to
“bypass” the Congress. He, himself made politically by the Con-
gress, could never be guilty of any such intention, and, for me,
I should be committing suicide if I could be a party to any such
attempt. I can say this much for Advocate Bhulabhai Desai that
the only intention he had was that of honourably resolving the
deadlock and thereby serving the Congress. It would be wrong
to say that I was consulted ““at every stage’” but it would be
strictly correct to say that Advocate Bhulabhai Desai saw me more
than once about the ‘Pact’.

Asked whether the release of the members of the Working Committee
formed part of the agreement, whether it was agreed between the parties that
the Muslim League alone should nominate the Muslim members of the new
government and whether in view of so many statements and counter-
statements on the subject it would not be desirable to release the Formula for
publication, Gandhiji said :

I think, in the foregoing, I have said as much as I could,
consistently with the fact that the ‘Pact’ has not seen the light of
day. I wish that the parties had agreed to release it for publica-
tion.

The Hindu, 30-7-1945



72. LETTER TO SUDHIR GHOSH
Fuly 28, 1945

MY DEAR SUDHIR,

I have your good letter!.

A man is sincere in the sense that he is not knowingly dis-
honest. But if he makes up his mind hastily and will not deign
to take the trouble to study accurately facts of each case, he is
in fact untruthful without knowing that he is so. Such is the
case with perhaps millions of Hindus. They sincerely believe that
untouchability is a part of the divine plan. But they hug a
provable untruth.

Of course I will see Mr. Casey? first, if I succeed in coming
to Bengal which I want to do as early as the rains permit. I have
the pamphlets.

My blessings to you both3.

Baru

Sudhir Ghosh Papers. Courtesy : Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

73. LETTER TO B. S. MURTHY
Fuly 28, 1945

DEAR MURTHY?,

Your letter. Can you conveniently see me on 7th August
at 3.30 p. m. for half an hour?

Yours,
Baru

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

UIn Gandhi’s Emissary, the addressee explains : ‘“While I explained to
Gandhiji the opposition of Lord Wavell to his visit to Bengal I pleaded in a
letter to him that the Viceroy, although rigid, was a sincere man.”

2R. G. Casey, Governor of Bengal

3 The addressee and his wife Shanti

4 Member of the Madras Legislative Assembly
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74. LETTER TO C. C. GANGULI

SEVAGRAM,
Fuly 28, 1945

DEAR FRIEND,

I was much touched by your letter. My congratulations to
your wife on her bravery and presence of mind. But such acts
do not need advertisement. They produce their silent effect and
lose by being advertised. In any case why should the news be
suppressed pending the finish of the war ? You and your wife
have certainly my blessings. May your spiritual progress grow
from day to day.

Yours  sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI

Suri C. C. GANGULI
AssT. SESSIONS JUDGE
Knxurna

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

75. LETTER TO DINSHAW K. MEHTA

Fuly 28, 1945

CHI. DINSHAW,

I have your letter. We shall think about the treatment
I should have after I come there. I will send Balkrishna
when he is ready. I had only to see the land pertaining to
the Muslim school and to Tata. As I understood it there
was nothing for me to do in that connection. And what can
I do? I believe that the land is not of any use to the
village. The sanatorium can be built there; that is to say we
can use that land instead of the one at Simhagad. But that
apart, write to me your views. Preston might perhaps prove
expensive. We are going ahead with the village trust. I have
suggested that it should be translated into Gujarati. When is
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Gulbai’s confinement due? Take whatever work you can from

Vanu and Manu.
Blessings from

Baru

Nature Cure CriNIC
Toppywara Roap
OpposITE STATION, Poona Crity

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

76. LETTER TO SAMPURNANAND
Fuly 28, 1945

BHAI SAMPURNANAND!,
I know Bhai Maithili Sharan? very well. But I shall not be
able to participate in the jubilee celebrations.
Yours,

M. K. GanbHI
From a copy of the Hindi : C.W. 10409. Courtesy : Bharat Kala Bhavan

77. LETTER TO ABDUL GHAFFAR KHAN
Fuly 28, 1945

BHAI BADSHAH KHAN3,

I read about the drama that was enacted in your case.
Write to me what really happened, I hope you are well. The
Doctor will have given you my message.

Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 (1889-1969); Member, A.I.C. C.; Chief Minister of U. P., 1955-60;
Governor of Rajasthan, 1962-67

2 Maithilisharan Gupta; Hindi poet of renown; author of Bharat-Bharati,
Saket, Yashodhara, Fayadrath Vadh, Siddharaj and other works

3 (b. 1890); Popularly known as Frontier Gandhi; founded the Red Shirt
(Khudai Khidmatgar) organization in 1929; a close associate of Gandhiji;
detained by the Pakistan Government for demanding Pakhtoonistan, 1947-55



78. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA

July 28, 1945
CHI. SHARMA,

I have your letter. Vichitra! had written to me. I cannot
open a clinic for you. I have explained everything to you. 1
know your ability. I know your shortcomings too. Do what-
ever you can on your own strength. I did what I could. I
shall be happy if your work gets going, that is to say, if the
poor are served. I do not feel like writing more.

Blessings from
Baru

Dr. HirarLAL SHARMA
Nacra NAWABAD
Knurya, U. P.

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

79. LETTER TO SHYAMLAL
Fuly 28, 1945

BHAI SHYAMLAL,

I have your letter concerning Dharmadev Shastri. It is all
right. For the eight committees of C. P. and Berar you have
asked for the sanction of Rs. 200 at the rate of Rs. 25 for each
committee. Earlier you had asked for Rs. 50 for each commit-
tee. For the present you may send Rs. 200. Later we shall see
what to do.

M. K. GaNDHI
From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1Vichitra Narayan Sharma, Manager, Gandhi Ashram, Meerut, and
one of the trustees of the addressee’s nature-cure clinic
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80. LETTER TO SARALA DEVI
Fuly 29, 1945

DEAR SARALAI,

I was delighted to have your letter. Of course you will
write whenever you like and come to me as soon as you are able
to. Meanwhile, love.

Baru
(M. K. GanpHI)

SHRI SARALA DEvVI
PoriTicaL PRISONER
DistricT JaIL
ALMORA

From a photostat : G.N. 9089

81. LETTER TO NAWAB OF CHHATARI

SEVAGRAM,
Fuly 29, 1945

DEAR NAWAB SAHEBz,

Your kind letter of 24th June was received at Bombay just
after I had left for Simla. It was kept back with other corres-
pondence in order not to overload me with work at Simla. It
was given to me after my return.

I have read and re-read your letter. I am sorry to say it
gives me little satisfaction. I used to have long correspondence
with the late Sir Akbar Hydari on similar matters. He used to
struggle to give satisfaction but in my opinion failed. Though
fresh in the field, I am afraid, you would do likewise, unless
you deal with the situation in a detached manner. I do not
wish to argue the matter. I have not sufficient material with

1 Catherine Heileman; came to India in 1932; moved to Wardha in
1936; worked in Hindustani Talimi Sangh and later for the uplift of hill
people in Almora; established an ashram for girls at Kausani.

2 Capt. Mohammed Ahmed Said Khan, President of the Executive Coun-
cil of the Nizam of Hyderabad from 1941
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me. But I give you, as a friend, my opinion for what it may
be worth.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

H. H. NawaB SAHEB OoF CHHATARI
HyperaBap (Dn.)

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

82. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

SEVAGRAM, WARDHA,
July 29, 1945
BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

If you have decided against the operation, go to Dinshaw’s
clinic. I will accompany you. I have already consulted him.
He is hopeful, and so am I. In an<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>