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PREFACE

The period covered by the present volume (November 1,
1945—January 19, 1946) was one marked by expectation and
anxiety, as much for the rulers as for the country. Political acti-
vity, in so far as it concerned the masses, revolved round the
elections to the Central Assembly and provincial legislatures, be-
ing held in pursuance of the programme announced by the
Viceroy in September. The elections were to be followed by
the setting up of a constitution-making body, in which the Mus-
lim League might or might not co-operate. This body in turn
would work out a constitutional frame-work for a free India,
which again the League might or might not accept. British
constitutional experts were consequently busy throughout the
period (as the documents in The Transfer of Power, Vol. VI,
reveal) devising alternative formule that would stand some
chance with Jinnah, whom they felt they must appease.

One thing was quite clear: the British could not any long-
er go on governing India as of old. Things were fast getting
out of their hands and they lived in fear of a mass uprising.
Field Marshal Auchinleck gave it as his opinion that should
such an eventuality present itself “nothing short of an organized
campaign for the reconquest of India” would suffice. In Cal-
cutta on November 21 and 23 police had to open fire no less
than 14 times to disperse anti-Government demonstrations,
killing 30 and wounding some 200 people.

Economic distress all over the country was on the increase.
There was shortage of food, especially in Bombay, Bengal, Bihar
and U. P. Extensive areas in Bengal were further suffering from
the ravages of floods and pestilence (p. 275). For much of the
time covered by the volume—seven weeks to be precise—Gan-
dhiji was in Bengal, providing “whatever consolation his presence
in their midst could give to the victims of . .. famine” and do-
ing “whatever he could to relieve their distress” (p. 149). In
a series of meetings with Governor Casey he deliberated on
ways and means to bring relief to the suffering masses. He
commended the Governor’s idea of harnessing river waters that
went waste, but pointed out that it was a long-term proposi-
tion. “The millions, meanwhile, must be taught to utilize every
minute of the working hours ...” (p. 182). To this end he
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proposed a khadi scheme, to be worked by the Government in
co-operation with workers engaged in constructive programme,
that would “bring almost immediate individual relief to the
crores by occupying their admitted leisure hours” (p. 201),
for, as he pointed out, the question was one of utilizing waste
labour, as under the Governor’s scheme it was one of utilizing
waste water (p. 202).

It was this waste labour that Gandhiji wanted to see har-
nessed for the constructive programme, which he felt strongly
was ‘“‘the truthful and non-violent way of winning poorna swa-
raj. Its wholesale fulfilment is complete independence’ (p. 67).

He also took up with the Governor the case of political
prisoners languishing in Bengal jails ‘“‘all of them having under-
gone sentences above ten and most of them above fifteen years”
(p. 215) and of untried detenus, ‘detained only on one-sided
secret evidence” and pressed for their discharge. He even took
time off to pay a visit to some of these prisoners lodged in the
Alipore and Dumdum jails. Then there were grievances involv-
ing official high-handedness—for instance the delay in restoring
back to the inhabitants twenty-eight out of the ninety-eight
villages acquired for war purposes in the Feni taluka (p. 382),
the behaviour of some soldiers going berserk and indulging in
plunder, arson and rape (p. 387), non-availability of seed po-
tatoes to farmers, and so on. These grievances called for im-
mediate redressal, for which Gandhiji sought the Governor’s
intervention. Gandhiji had as many as six meetings with Casey
at Government House and ‘“‘each night,”” the latter reported
to the Viceroy, ‘“his departure was remarkable in that pro-
bably 150 of our servants (Muslim and Hindu) lined the pas-
sages and the entrance to the house, to see him—all salaaming
profusely” (7OP, VI, p. 617). Gandhiji also took advantage of
the Viceroy’s visit to Bengal to see him on December 10.

But by far the largest share of Gandhiji’s time in Bengal
was claimed by the masses whom he met every day at the eve-
ning prayer, by political and social workers, and above all by
those engaged in constructive work. At prayer meetings and
other public gatherings, attended by thousands upon thousands,
he exhorted the people to be calm, peaceful and disciplined
(pp. 221, 248, 276 and ff.), to ply the charkha and adopt
khadi (pp. 248, 276, 297, 332, and fI.) to be fearless (p. 256)
and have faith in God. ‘“We are engulfed in darkness today,”
he said at one of the gatherings, “our prayer today to God is to
lead us from darkness to light, from untruth to truth, and let us
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have peace—peace not only for India but for the entire world”
(pp. 156-7).

The Harijan weeklies continued to be under suspension
during the period and Gandhiji’s writing was confined for the
most part to answering the innumerable letters he received.
Thus, of the 599 items in the volume, letters, notes and tele-
grams alone account for 493, while reports of speeches, inter-
views, talks and discussions make up another 72. Some of
these letters are to the Viceroy’s Private Secretaries, Jenkins
and afterwards Abell, and they dealt with such themes as the
ill-treatment of political prisoners—Sheel Bhadra Yajee, Ram-
manohar Lohia and Prabhu Dayal Vidyarthi—in jails (pp. 35,
114-5, 180 and 227), the commutation of death sentences on
certain freedom fighters (pp. 28, 36, 113) clearance for a medi-
cal mission from the Congress to Burma and Malaya, which
the Government refused to grant (pp. 378-9) and the alleged
incitement to violence by Jawaharlal Nehru and other leaders
of the Congress. This charge was the subject of much corres-
pondence between the Viceroy and the Secretary of State and
there were rumours that these leaders might be arrested. Strongly
defending Nehru Gandhiji wrote to Jenkins that the doctrine of
“forget and forgive’’ could only apply ‘“‘to the excesses of a soldiery
in action but surely not to inexcusable butchery, inhumanity,
bribery, corruption and the like ... if the Government’s hands
are clean they have nothing to fear from publicity” (p. 68).

He was also in correspondence with the Viceroy concerning
the trial of ex-soldiers of the I. N. A. and when a ‘“‘garbled ver-
sion of one of his letters found its way into the press he was
concerned, for, he told Jenkins, ‘“whatever influence I exer-
cise is purely moral, whether with the people or with the Gov-
ernment”’ (p. 6).

Organizational problems connected with the work of the
Charkha Sangh and the Kasturba Nidhi demanded much of
Gandhiji’s attention at the time (pp. 31, 37, 52, 232, 261 and
ff.). The problem had become somewhat complicated because
quite a few of the workers had been persuaded, either by them-
selves or by others, that they should contest elections to the
Assemblies. Gandhiji was quite clear that those engaged in
constructive work should keep themselves aloof from active poli-
tics. They could not do two things at the same time. “A
Charkha Sangh worker,” he wrote, “will remain a true voter
and will vote for the candidate put up by the Congress but
he will not bother to canvass for him. He will not deliver
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speeches supporting him. ... How can a man ride two horses
at the same time? One who joins the Charkha Sangh should
devote himself wholly to its activities...” (p. 19).

Gandhiji’s interest in and involvement with nature cure
had continued to grow. “What lay dormant for years” had
“awakened without any effort on my part. How can I resist
it?” (p. 93) he wrote in a letter. At the time his chief preoccu-
pation in this area was to make the nature cure clinic at

Uruli Kanchan an institution for the poor. “From January
1, he wrote to Dinshaw Mehta, ‘it should become an insti-
tution for the poor and cease to be one for the rich .... From

the lst January let the rich come after the poor are accommo-
dated but only if they can live as the poor” (p. 75). Gandhiji
went into minute details of the working of the institution—
accommodation, sanitation, book-keeping, sign-board, and so
on. In a letter to Munnalal Shah he wrote: “I was not un-
aware that meat, even beef, is cooked in the kitchen there. .
You need not get alarmed and run away. It should be enough
that you yourself do not eat either meat or beef. But you
cannot prevent others from doing so’ (p. 207).

The individual as a person had of course always been of
supreme importance to Gandhiji. As he said: ‘“‘those who make
mistakes with individuals cannot make much success with causes;
for the latter are never apart from individuals” (p. 95). Conse-
quently a large number of letters are concerned with personal
problems of correspondents—with regard to work, to interpersonal
relationships and so on. There were misunderstandings between
Munnalal Shah and his wife and between Sharma and Gadodia
that needed to be cleared up (pp. 110, 194). To a woman cor-

respondent he gives hints on walking: ‘It will be good if you
give up the habit of walking about as you read. It spoils the
eyesight and sometimes thoughts also wander ... the eyes have

to look around and take note of the surroundings and watch out
for any obstructions in one’s way’’ (p. 84). He advises yet another
correspondent on humility: “Greatness lies in becoming small
and smallness in assuming greatness. We should therefore only
serve by becoming as small as dust particles” (p. 176).

There are reflections on art and music and sociocultural
questions. Rejecting the doctrine of art for art’s sake and echo-
ing Tolstoy he wrote to Munshi: “It has always seemed to me
a terrible thought that the end of art is for it to be made inter-
esting. Leaving aside debauchery, even hypocrisy, violence and
untruth can easily be made interesting” (p. 9).
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At Santiniketan, where Gandhiji spent a couple of days he
had this to say on the music there: “Music in Santiniketan is
charming, but has the professor there come to the conclusion
that Bengali music is the last word in that direction? Has
Hindustani music . .. anything to give to the world of mu-
sic? If it has, it should have its due place at Santiniketan.
Indeed I would go so far as to say that Western music which
has made immense strides should also blend with the Indian”
(p. 251). He also felt that the music of life was in danger of
being lost in the music of the voice. ‘““Why not the music of
the walk, of the march, of every movement of ours and of every
activity?” (p. 251)

On Arya Samaj Gandhiji reiterated the views he had ex-
pressed on earlier occasions. ‘““There is much in the Arya Samaj,”
he wrote, “that I love, but I just cannot accept Satyarthaprakash
as scripture . . . Hinduism, it seems to me, is already assimilat-
ing all that is good in the Arya Samaj, and this is the distinc-
tive feature of Hinduism™ (p. 11).

On terrorism as political behaviour Gandhiji admitted of no
compromise. He told Ian Stephens: “I have discussed this
question of violence threadbare with so many terrorists and an-
archists. It is terrible whether the Arab does it or the Jew. It
is a bad outlook for the world if this spirit of violence takes hold
of the mass mind. Ultimately in destroying itself it destroys
the race” (p. 151).

His faith in non-violence he affirmed in a resolution he
drafted for the Congress Working Committee that met in Cal-
cutta. Referring to the spontaneous uprising of the people in
1942 it said: “ ... the policy of non-violence adopted in 1920
by the Congress continues unabated, and ... such non-violence
does not include burning of public property, cutting of tele-
graph wires, derailing of trains and intimidation” (pp. 200-1).

Gandhiji’s incessant quest for truth finds expression in the
volume is some further reflections. To Pilate’s question there
is no simple answer and Gandhiji says: ‘I write the truth as I
see it. Absolute truth alone is God. It is beyond reach. At
the most we can say it is netr, neti. The truth that we see is
relative, many-sided, plural and is the whole truth for a given
time. There is no scope for vanity in it and the only way of
reaching it is through ahimsa. Pure and absolute truth should
be our ideal. We can reach the ideal only by constantly medi-
tating on it, and reaching it is attaining moksha (pp. 39-40).
Such a quest calls for faith, and here Gandhiji has this to say:
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“Faith becomes lame when it ventures into matters pertaining
to reason. Its field begins where reason’s ends. Conclusions
based on faith are unshakable whereas those based on reason are
liable to be unstable and vulnerable to superior logic. To state
the limitation of science is not to belittle it. We cannot do
without either—each in its own place” (p. 368).

The pursuit of truth also called for detachment. Asked how
he managed to keep fit, Gandhiji answered that in a large mea-
sure “it is due to the practice of detachment of mind. By de-
tachment I mean that you must not worry whether the desired
result follows from your action or not, so long as your motive
is pure, your means correct. Really it means that things will
come right in the end if you take care of the means and leave
the rest to Him” (p. 152).

Equally he thought it important not to be too much tied
up with the past. What if the British Government in 1942 in-
stead of co-operating with the Congress chose to thwart it? He
refused to shed any tears over it—for that was past—and he
advised the people to do the same. The present was enough
to claim their energy and attention (p. 314). The same idea is
expressed in ‘““A Thought for the Day”. “The past belongs to
us but we do not belong to the past. We belong to the pre-
sent. We are makers of the future, but we do not belong to the
future” (p. 443).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Edi-
tors. Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been
set up in small type and printed with an indent. Indirect
reports of speeches and interviews, as also passages which are not
by Gandhiji, have been set up in small type. In reports of
speeches and interviews slight changes and omissions, where
necessary, have been made in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with
such changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity
with the original.

Where the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied
within square brackets, the reasons being given where necessary.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N.
refers to those available in the Gandhi Memorial Museum and
Library, New Delhi; C.W. denotes documents secured by the
Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to
the text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period
covered by the volume are also provided at the end.
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1. TELEGRAM TO PRABHU DAYAL VIDYARTHI

Poona,
November 1, 1945
PrABHUDAYAL
Clo Kaka KALELKAR
OPPOSITE MAHILASHRAM
WARDHA

YOU CAN COME.
Baru
From a photostat : G.N. 11672

2. LETTER TO MANILAL GANDHI

November 1, 1945
CHI. MANILAL,

I send you without correcting the letter that Chi. Arun!
has written. I talked to him and so did Kanu? and Abha3, but
he refuses to budge. I showed him your letter despite your wish
to the contrary, for I did not wish to stop him if he showed the
slightest desire. The fact is that he likes it here very much.
The discipline here is strict but it does not irk him. Please,
therefore, console everybody there and tell them that they must
celebrate the Diwali without Arun. On my part I take as much
care as I can of his studies. Aminbhai teaches him drawing with
great affection. He plays and eats and is in high spirits all the
time. He is deeply attached to Kanu.

Manu* gives me the massage and Sushila® sprays me. All
my requirements are looked after well and you need not there-
fore come here for my sake. There is nothing to worry about.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 4964

1 Addressee’s son

2 Kanu Gandhi, son of Narandas Gandhi
3 Wife of Kanu Gandhi

4 Manu Gandhi

5 Sushila Nayyar

82-1



3. LETTER TO MAGANLAL P. MEHTA
November 1, 1945

CHI. MAGANI,

Herewith a letter from Chi. Champa?. On reading it I feel
that you ought to go to Rajkot immediately and render her what-
ever help you can. If you feel you must have advice from someone
you trust, you may seek it in Rajkot. If you wish to take an
adviser along from Bombay, you may do so. I have already
written? to Champa that I could give no help from here. Return
Champa’s letter after reading it.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

4. LETTER TO SHAMALDAS GANDHI
November 1, 1945

CHI. SHAMALDAS,
The character sketch you have given of Sardar is good but
how is it that I don’t find Mahadev in it? If you can think of
Sardar without Manibehn, only then can you think of him with-
out Mahadev. Is it merely due to oversight? Or is there art in

leaving out Mahadev?

Blessings from

Bapu

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Son of Dr. Pranjivandas J. Mehta for long a close associate of Gandhiji
2 Wife of Ratilal Mehta, the addressee’s elder brother
3 Vide Vol. LXXXI, p. 335.



5. LETTER TO ABUL KALAM AZAD

November 1, 1945
BHAI SAHEB,

I have your letter. What more shall I say about your
health ? The sooner you go somewhere for rest the better it will
be for the country.

You have sent three names for the Working Committee. It
will be better if in this matter you consult the present members
and then announce the names. I have an impression that the
Congress will have to meet some time soon. In that case will it
not be better if the vacancies are filled by fresh elections? But if
they have to be filled now, I think the three names that you have
sent are all right. However, the members will be the best judges.

Yours,

M. K. GANDHI

Mauvrana ABur Karam Azap
19-A, BarLLycuNjE CIRcULAR Roap
CALCUTTA

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

6. LETTER TO DESHPANDE
November 1, 1945

BHAI DESHPANDE,

I have been told that those who take part in prabhatpheri
speak ill of Shri Bhopatkar!. Find out about this. If they speak
ill of any leader try to stop them. What is the good of doing
this? I see the harm clearly. So long as they are in the Cong-
ress no one should speak ill of others.

Yours,

M. K. GanpHI
From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1'L. B. Bhopatkar, General Secretary, All-India Hindu Mahasabha



7. LETTER TO MAHADEVSHASTRI DIVEKAR
November 1, 1945

PANDITJI,

I have had your book! read out to me from beginning to
end. These days while I spin I have a friend read out to me
some book which I think is worth reading. I am disappointed
with your book. From what you had said I had expected that
I would learn something new from it and at the same time
some light would be thrown on the Hindu-Muslim question.
Right from my childhood I have lived with Muslims and when
I went to London Providence placed me in close association
with Christians, Muslims and Parsis. Hindus of course were
there. I came into contact with the intellectuals among them
and that is how I read the holy books of all the four religions.
I came to the conclusion that we could know the true facts about
any religion only after reading its sacred books. I also read
quite a few criticisms of them. I can say that I have also read
the Muslim critics you mention in your letter. I had a talk with
Muslims in South Africa about those books and also with an
Englishman who had become Muslim. After coming here I read
the works of Maulana Shibli. As a result I have realized that
every religion contains both truth and untruth. The root of all
religions is one and it is pure and all of them have sprung from
the same source, hence all are equal. This equality of all religions
has been included by Vinoba among the eleven vows in a Marathi
sloka, which is daily recited in the prayers.

Non-violence, truth, non-stealing, brahmacharya, non-possession,
body-labour, control of the palate, fearlessness on all occasions,
equal respect for all religions, swadeshi and sparshabhavana® these
eleven vows should be observed in a spirit of humility.3

1Vide also Vol. LXXXI, p. 410.
2 Refusal to treat anybody as untouchable
S fgar, gea, seqw, @I, IWAF |
FIILAA, HEF(E, FIT W IO |
qIIY FATAE, TSR EATATIAT |
g gHrew (AT AUcA aq (AyIY |
Vide also Vol. LXI, p. 38.

4



LETTER TO SHAMALDAS GANDHI 5

I am trying to live in accordance with this and so are my
associates.

As it is, the letter has become quite long but since you have
taken so much trouble and have also sent to me extra copies of
your book, I felt I should at least let you know my stand.

I do not wish to argue with you. I have an answer to what
you have suggested but I see no need to give it here. I therefore
think that what I have said is enough.

Yours,

M. K. GanpuI
From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

8. LETTER TO INAYATULLA KHAN
November 1, 1945

ALLAMA SAHEB!,

I have your English letter. Why did you write in English?

I have received the printed constitution you have sent. I have
gone through it. Though great pains have been taken in drafting
it, I have doubts about its usefulness. I feel that if we all be-
come one at heart, it will be easy to frame a constitution. In
my view it is well-nigh impossible to achieve unity through a
constitution. This is what I think.

Yours,

M. K. GaNDHI
NawaB ArpamMa MASHRIKI SAHEB
IcaarA, LAHORE

From a copy of the Urdu : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

9. LETTER TO SHAMALDAS GANDHI

[After November 1, 194577

CHI. SHAMALDAS,
I have your letter. I have already written that it3 might
have been due to oversight. Now I understand. But such haste

I Leader of the Khaksars, a communal para-military organization
2 From the reference to Gandhiji’s earlier letter to the addressee; vide

p- 2.
3 Absence of reference to Mahadev



6 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

is unpardonable. Always remember rashness is madness. You
did know about his birthday!. If you did not, it is a grave offence.

I had thought you were a skilled journalist but you don’t
seem to be one. In a well-organized office, blocks of photographs
are always kept ready. And so also most of the write-ups. Have
a look at the special issue of Janmabhoom:i. It is very good.

“VANDEMATARAM’> KARYALAYA
BomBAY

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

10. LETTER TO SIR EVAN M. JFENKINS

Nature Cure CLINIC,
6 ToprwarLa Roap, Poona,
November 2, 1945

DEAR SIR EVAN?Z,

I wonder whether you have seen the enclosed® which I saw
yesterday. His Excellency should know that this garbled version
of my letter* in question is not of my doing. I believe that the
few workers in my office are too faithful to give out anything
without my permission, which could not be given for the simple
reason that whatever influence I exercise is purely moral, whe-
ther with the people or with the Government. And that influence
loses in effect by premature publication. I know that there is
nothing confidential in what I have written to His Excellency.
But it is not meant for the public until the several results con-
templated by the correspondence take place or His Excellency
desires otherwise.

Yours  sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI
Enclosure: 2
Gandhiji’s Correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, p. 42

1 Vallabhbhai Patel’s birthday on October 31

2 Private Secretary to the Viceroy

3 Press clippings containing reports that Gandhiji had approached the
Viceroy about the INA prisoners awaiting trial before a Court Martial.

4 Presumably the reference is to Gandhiji’s letter to the Viceroy dated
October 19, 1945.



11. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

Poona,
November 2, 1945

CHI. AMRIT,

Of course you can’t forget me. Your post has been coming
regularly. And it gives me all the information I want.

Good Shummy! gives me news about you and the family,
forbidding me to write in reply. I have taken him at his word.

Pyarelal is quite well and has also commenced some work.
I entertain the hope that he will settle down to work.

Sardar returns tomorrow from Bombay.

My programme, D.V., is : Leave here 19, Bombay 20, Sevagram
21 to 29, entrain for Calcutta 30 morning, reaching Calcutta
Ist December.

Gomati? has been suffering from fever of long duration, now
Chhaganlal Gandhi is laid up. Poor Kashi3!

I am well. No worry on my account.

You must keep well. Love to your party and the friends
there.

Love.

Baru

From the original : C.W. 4171. Courtesy : Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 7807

1 Lt.-Col. Shumshere Singh, addressee’s brother
2 Kishorelal Mashruwala’s wife
3 Chhaganlal Gandhi’s wife



12. LETTER TO BHARATAN KUMARAPPA

Nature Cure CLiNIc,
Poona,
November 2, 1945

MY DEAR BHARATAN,

I had your letter yesterday.

You have given a cautious and judicious opinion on Bhailal’s!
project. That is not what I wanted exactly from you. Did I
tell you that I lent him your book? in typescript, which you
gave me to read for my foreword, and he cock-suredly told me
that his scheme was exactly in conformity with your thesis? I
said to him, and I repeat it now, that if I have understood your
thesis correctly, his project is quite contrary to the letter and the
spirit of your thesis. The rule of thumb that I applied was to
know whether his scheme would succeed if it was multiplied to
the extent of covering 700,000 villages. And my answer was it
could not succeed within a measurable distance of time. This
fundamental objection is apart from the fact that he, a tried
engineer and therefore an accurate man, has dared to build his
scheme largely on his calculation that people will do this and
that and the other thing will come true. If what I have said is
true and really flows from your book, as it does from my
instinctive belief, you have to say so in black and white. If my
argument is sound, the way to amend your opinion is to supple-
ment what you have given already by adding that, according to
your book as interpreted by you, the project is bound to fail in
terms of the millions, and is likely to fail even within the limited
compass, because he has built largely upon speculations, a thing
which a tried engineer should never do. Did you also notice that
his project contemplates a mill® split up into fragments, owned
by the villagers or one intelligent villager? Just think what it
means. It must resolve itself into one gigantic State-owned mill or
mills centrally situated. In other words, 700,000 villages must be

1 Bhailalbhai Patel, an enthusiast of rural development through applica-
tion of modern technology; he later became leader of the Swatantra Party in
Gujarat. Vide also ‘“‘Letter to Bhailalbhai Patel”, 26-12-1945.

2 Capitalism, Socialism or Villagism?

3 Flour mill
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converted into 700 or 70 cities. In still other words, a large
portion of the population must die of starvation, famine and the
like or be cut to pieces by the sword or blown up by gunpowder.
Love.

Baru
SHRI BHARATAN KUMARAPPA
Cl/o SETH SHOORJI VALLABHDAS
Cutcu CasTLE, OPP. SANDHURST BRIDGE
BomBAY

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

13. LETTER TO K. M. MUNSHI
November 2, 1945

BHAI MUNSHI,

I think I have told you that I observe silence while spinning.
I do listen, though not to what people say. Valjibhai therefore
reads things to me. In this manner I heard the whole of your
speech at the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan!. I liked what you said
regarding my resignation.? I was glad, too, that you had firmly
expressed your views regarding the national language. But I feel
that what you have said about writers is not correct. I would
let the thing pass if the views expressed were not harmful. If I
have not heard right, please correct me. I have understood your
view to be this: that if a writer can make his art interesting he
has fulfilled himself. It has always seemed to me a terrible
thought that the end of art is for it to be made interesting.
Leaving aside debauchery, even hypocrisy, violence and untruth
can easily be made interesting. Would such writing be called art?
On your recommendation I read Prithivivallabh®. According to
me it owes its popularity not to the interest it sustains but to
the meaning it contains. Besides, you have beautifully blended the
beautiful languages descended from Sanskrit. But, as you have
not been able to forget that history4, can you, as a historian,

1 Held at Udaipur which was presided over by the addressee

2 Gandhiji resigned from the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan on July 25,
1945, as the Sammelan could not commit itself to Gandhiji’s policy that the
national language should neither be Persianized nor Sanskritized but should
be harmonized under the name Hindustani and should be written in both
Devanagari and Persian scripts.

3 A historical novel by the addressee

4 Of Gujarat
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forget the whole of Muslim history? Even if you can do so, can
you make the whole of India forget it? Can you reverse the flow
of water and make it go upward? After the British have left,
will it be possible to wipe all the consequences of the British
connection off history?

I have placed these two ideas before you with some hesita-
tion, for I do not regard myself either as an expert on art or as
a student of history. I, however, felt it was my duty to place
before you the experience I have gained as, with my eyes open,
I have wandered around the world. I realize, of course, that
the principle which I have followed in this very letter in welcoming
your views regarding the national language might equally well
apply to your ideas on these two subjects.

I liked your Press statement correcting the article which
appeared in The Chronicle. 1 had been considering asking you
about it, when I read your reply. What is this confusion re-
garding Jawaharlal’s letter? Or is it just a concoction?

From Gujarati : C.W. 7690. Courtesy : K. M. Munshi

14. LETTER TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH
November 2, 1945

CHI. NARAHARI,

Your questions are very good. This much is clear to me :
whether public institutions have members of different religious per-
suasions or not, members belonging to the majority communities
cannot celebrate their festivals in a manner which would hurt the
religious sentiments of others. The Ganapati festival, and such
others, are entirely of a political character and have nothing to do
with religion. We cannot, therefore, celebrate them. But celebra-
tions which are part of religious practice must be observed. For
instance, in the Ashram Imam Saheb used to give, at my instance
and request, the call to the faithful and we used to pray. The
call is an essential practice in Islam. It is believed to be super-
ior to the Church bell of the Christians. I think I have now
answered your question regarding public institutions. If I have
left out any point, please ask again.

It is not easy to answer the question what should be done
now regarding Hindu practices. It is very easy for me to describe
what I myself do. And I am also quite clear in my mind about
the correctness of what I do. But I am not so clear how far



LETTER TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH 11

the Hindu community should go or which reforms to advocate
even in the face of opposition from it. Probably Kishorelal
remembers—as I do, if I am not imagining it—that he had once
suggested the omission from our prayers of the verses referring
to Ganapati, Saraswati and the Earth. I could not accept this.
I know that the form of Saraswati described in the verse is purely
imaginary. The Ganapati also is an imaginary figure and stands
merely for “Aum”. But the popular beliefs about both take the
descriptions literally; hence we have the images of Saraswati and
Ganapati. If, therefore, we were to eliminate all these practices,
Hinduism would be transformed into something quite different;
it would, you might say, take the form of the Arya Samaj. There
is much in the Arya Samaj that I love, but I just cannot accept
Satyarthaprakash as scripture. Dayananda Saraswati was a great
man and he believed in what he preached. He did, therefore,
make an impact. Hinduism, it seems to me, is already assimilating
all that is good in the Arya Samaj, and this is the distinctive
feature of Hinduism. I do not wish to go, or take you, into
still deeper waters just now. If I am destined to live up to 125
years or for many more years still and if my non-attachment
becomes as deep as I wish it to become, my views will become
clearer and firmer and I will also find a language that appeals
to the heart. Till that time arrives, be content with this prosaic
explanation that I have given. I have of course always expressed,
and will continue to express, random views from time to time as
occasion demands. And this will some day lead—if it is so
destined—to perfect clearness. At present my attitude is, net, netil.
You may derive what comfort you can from this. I am unhappy
that I am not able to answer your questions as clearly as you
have put them.

I have stated my view regarding the Ganapati festival. I will
add this :

I. Wherever there is a Ganapati temple, the arati, etc.,
should continue to be performed for the present. There is room
for reform in the aratt and the ceremonial. The arati as it is
performed at present is crude. There is no music in it. It can
easily be made musical and sweet to the ear. The ceremonial
also can be made more solemn by employing a better priest.

2. There is no religion at all in the Dussehra celebration.
Its only sanction is custom. I have always been opposed to it
since my childhood. Even if we wish to equip the people with

1 ¢“Not this, not this”.
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arms, the Dussehra celebration has no meaning. Instead of
worship of arms, the people, including even children, should be
taught the use of arms, as is done in the West.

3. Plying the charkha on the Charkha Jayanti Day amounts
to ceremonial worship of it. To introduce into it a ritual is to
bring the charkha into disrepute. If you ask me why, when
they spin, I permit them to have a lamp with ghee during broad
daylight, my answer will be that in a large measure it is due
to my sense of tolerance, also to my weakness. I have always
opposed the ceremonial worship of the Gifa or the manner in which
Gita Jayanti is celebrated at present. I have also forbidden the
composing of a hymn in praise of the Gita to be recited on the
Gita Jayanti Day.

4., I do not approve of any leader’s photograph being
worshipped or of arati being performed in front of it, but I have
not always opposed these things publicly though I did oppose them
in my mind. Since such worship of human beings runs in the
blood of Hindus, I have remained indifferent to them. In this
matter I am the greatest culprit, as it is the worship of my image
that has become most widespread. Since it cannot be prevented,
do what I will, I derived a kind of false consolation when the
worship of other leaders also started. This, of course, does not
mitigate my guilt. It is very difficult to say where this thing will
take us. There is some basis of truth in this practice, namely,
that man himself being, in a sense, an image, he will always
remain an image-worshipper. The forms of such worship will vary
for different faiths, but in essence the thing remains image-worship.

5. You may be sure I am opposed to the practice of inviting
Brahmins and breaking a coconut at a foundation-stone-laying.
And yet I have tolerated this. But since the time I learnt to
regard all of us as belonging to one class, namely, the Atishudras,
all these rituals have taken a different form in my mind. The
new form! was first put to use on the occasion of the marriage
of Tendulkar and Indu. It is a long time since then, but I
have seen no defect in the practice. On the day itself the new
form seemed very impressive indeed.

Vanu? is getting along very well. If the clinic® continues
in existence, she will complete one full year here. She will lose
nothing. On the contrary, I believe she will gain something. I

I Marriage according to the Ashram rites
2 Vanamala, addressee’s daughter
3 Nature Cure Clinic, Poona
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do feel sorry that I am not able to give her as much attention
as I should like to but my preoccupations have become so serious
even here and I have to husband my time so carefully that I
have no leisure left for anything else.

Sardar will return tomorrow. Dinshaw is with him. He
is returning today.

It is some days since Pyarelal’s fever subsided. The weakness
too, is gradually going. My heart is there all the time and urges
me to hurry back. But my sense of dharma keeps me here.
I will know more after Sardar’s return.

How is Babla! getting on? Is Mani? with you or at the
Ashram? Is she all right? Has Durgabehn3 recovered?

How will Kishorelal* be able to stand the Sevagram winter ?
But where else can he go in Gomati’s® present condition ? Think
over this. In any event you can keep the room warm with
a brazier.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 9138b

15. LETTER TO SURENDRA B. MASHRUWALA

November 2, 1945
CHI. SURENDRA,

I have your letter. I felt relieved reading it. Since you will
be there till I come I shall be less worried about Gomatibehn.
Sushilabehn® expressed her readiness to go over for her sake but
I did not think it necessary to relieve her from her work here
till I had more information. I knew before I got your letter that
medicines had been discontinued and I was happy. The final
date for my arrival there is 21st.

Blessings from
Baru
ASHRAM

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

I Narayan Desai, son of Mahadev Desai

2 Addressee’s wife

3 Durga Desai, widow of Mahadev Desai

4 & 5 Kishorelal G. Mashruwala and his wife
6 Dr. Sushila Nayyar



16, LETTER TO RAMCHANDRA KILLAWALA
November 2, 1945

BHAI RAMCHANDRA,

I have your letter. Only those who knew the two men
should engage in any agitation on their behalf. Then alone will
it be seemly. Maulana Saheb and the Congress are doing their
utmost for the release of all detenus. You should be satisfied
with that.

If you send a brief but full statement of the facts about the
two, I will not hesitate to do what I can. That either you your-
self or someone who knows them should send the facts to the
Press is certainly one way.

Blessings from
Baru

RaMmcHANDRA KirLAwALA
22 Ram ManpIR Roap
ViLE PARLE

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

17. LETTER TO KAILAS D. MASTER
November 2, 1945

CHI. KAILAS,

I have your letter. I must admit that I am disappointed in
you. Prabhudas praised you sky-high. I literally believed him
and strongly recommended to the secretary of the Ashram that
you be admitted, but you did not prove worthy of that praise.
You caused anxiety. It will be good if you have settled down
even now. Prabhudas’s mother is almost an invalid, though she
has her wits about her. His father is bed-ridden. If you had
remained there as his daughter how much less I should have had
to worry ? As long as you do not cultivate true devotion to ser-
vice, as long as you have not controlled your palate and have not
learnt to treat all children as your own, I do not see how you
can do justice to the kindergarten. It is more difficult to run a

14
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kindergarten than to run a school for grown-up children. Very
few realize this. Kindergartens are the vogue these days. ‘What
is there in teaching the children?’ There are many who nurture
such ignorance. I hope you are not a victim of it. This letter
is not to dissuade you from gaining some kindergarten experience
but I feel it would be desirable if you served Kashibehn to
supplement your experience. Show this letter to Shantabehn. Do
what you think right.

Think of the number of mistakes you have made in writing
down a small sloka. Your Devanagari writing is not at all well
formed. What did you expect to gain by citing a sloka like that?
How nice it would have been if you had given the Gujarati
meaning of the sloka provided you had understood it. Your Gujarati
handwriting also invites comment. Even your own signature
is not well formed. And you drag it right to the edge of the
paper. The letters are so badly formed that I am returning the
letter for you to see.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

18. LETTER TO ATULANAND CHAKRAVARTY

Poona,
November 2, 1945

BHAI ATULANAND,
I have your letter and also the book. I am reading it. I
shall soon write to you again. Have you finished Call it Politics'?
You do follow Hindi, don’t you?
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : C.W. 1485. Courtesy : A. K. Sen

1 The title is given in English in the source.



19. LETTER TO SHRIKRISHNADAS FAFU

November 2, 1945

BHAI JAJUJI,
I got your letter only yesterday. It could have arrived only
yesterday. By the time this reaches you, you will have left for
Bengal. Fix the meeting of the Charkha Sangh for the 27th or

28th.
About the letter from Sialkot I shall send an article. So I

do not write separately.
Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

20. LETTER TO RAMNARAYAN DUBE
November 2, 1945

BHAI RAMNARAYAN DUBE,

I have your letter. It is all right that you are sending your
book but please give up the thought of dedicating it to me. If
the book has power, that itself will be true dedication. I cannot
say that I shall be able to read your book carefully. Maybe it
will arouse my interest when I glance through it.

As for meeting me, you can think of it when I have settled
down at Sevagram.

RamnarRAYAN Dusk
Cl/o PanpiT RAMNARAYAN MIsHRA
Kar Buarron, Banaras

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

16



21. LETTER TO fAISUKHLAL GANDHI

[Before November 3, 1945]1

Mahuva is said to be a health resort. The harbour therefore
should suit you.

I have an impression that there are facilities for education
in Mahuva. At one time Dudhabhai was running a school for
Harijans there and the attendance too was pretty good. Find out
and tell me whether it still continues.

You have gone to a place where there is much scope for
service. The people there are bigoted. Hence very few wear
khadi. You may find an odd person here and there wearing it.
It is as good as a virgin field. Besides, being an important part
of the State, we can see its influence.

Do as much as you can and keep writing to me. I have an
impression that Raichandbhai’s son also stays there. It is not that
he has followed Raichandbhai’s profession. He used to write to
me and his ideas are good. Do not go looking for him. It may
be you will hear about him.

Sardar has gone to Bombay for five days. One misses him
when he is away. He is so full of humour and so sociable.

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]

Ba Bapuni Shili Chhayaman, p. 234

22. THE CHARKHA SANGH AND POLITICS

A khadi worker has sent the above letter? to Jajuji, Secretary
of the Charkha Sangh. He has forwarded it to me to discuss
it in Khadi Jagat and to give my opinion on it. The Charkha
Sangh is not a small organization. Even today the workers or the

1 From the reference to Vallabhbhai Patel who returned from Bombay
on November 3, 1945.
2 Not reproduced here. The correspondent had suggested that workers of

the Charkha Sangh might be permitted to take part in the election activities
in their spare time.

17
82-2
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servants—whatever you call them—of the Sangh are to be found
all over India. Their number is about 3,000. I consider this a
small number. Their number should increase considerably when
khadi spreads in the country. Even if we have one worker for
every village, the number of workers on the rolls of the Charkha
Sangh should be 700,000. This requires a lot of money. But
from this one should not conclude that it is impossible to have so
many workers. I have never believed that. When the cause is
good and there is a spirit of service among the workers the money
is always found. I have founded and conducted institutions all
my life. In my experience there has not been a single institution
which was closed down or which could not make progress for
want of money. On the contrary I have found that some institu-
tions ceased functioning or could not make progress for want of
workers. You should not ask how, if not on the strength of money,
big factories function and recruitment to the Government offices
is made. Those who do not understand fully what I have said
above, raise such doubts. I never said that money could serve no
purpose. If money served no purpose how could we have become
its slaves? I would go to the extent of saying that without
money we cannot go ahead. But what I want to say is that
if we want to become slaves of money we should give up the
idea of serving the people. And it is the lot of slaves to be
suppressed. If however we consider money as our slave and use
it as a means and that too for rendering service, then we are
making good use of it. For the work of service, our first and
indispensable need is workers and when we have such workers
money will come chasing them. They will not have to go in
search of money. That is why I say that if we get seven lakh or
even more workers we may take it as though we had the money
in the safe. It may be said that we do not pay enough to tempt
or attract workers. I admit it. But it is only the spirit that
matters. Those who join such philanthropic institutions as the
Charkha Sangh do so for the sake of service and not for salaries.
They do take monthly salaries because like the rich the poor too
have to feed themselves, but they do so only to keep themselves
alive and fit for service. Such workers do not eat or drink or
dress merely for pleasure.

If we assume that such are the workers of the Charkha Sangh
then they do not have any time to take part in politics. The
Charkha Sangh cannot function at all if the workers devote
eight hours to office work and spend the rest of the time in
pleasure or otherwise. Because they are the people who will make
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or mar the Sangh. Therefore they should devote their spare time
to making themselves more competent for improving its activities,
such as learning all the processes of khadi-making, studying its
science, and doing well all that they do.

This does not mean that the workers of the Charkha Sangh
have no interest in politics or other activities. They are and should
be interested in such activities. However, they should keep that
interest in check and give expression to it through their work in
the Charkha Sangh. Then only can they understand true politics.
A Charkha Sangh worker will remain a true voter and will vote
for the candidate put up by the Congress but he will not bother
to canvass for him. He will not deliver speeches supporting him.
He will not devote his time to such work. Congress work is
peoples’ work. The Congress belongs to the people. The Charkha
Sangh has been created by the Congress and the Charkha Sangh
also belongs to the people. Just as political work is Congress
work the Sangh work is also Congress work. How can a man
ride two horses at the same time? One who joins the Charkha
Sangh should devote himself wholly to its activities and one who
joins politics should devote his entire time to politics. In this
way both supplement each other’s work. What I said above is
at the back of the rule that the workers of Charkha Sangh should
not take active part in politics.

Poona, November 3, 1945

[From Hindi]
Khadi Fagat, December, 1945

23. LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH

Poona,
November 3, 1945
CHI. MUNNALAL,

It is not right that you have not written to me at all recently.
I was to reply to your other questions only after I had received
your reply to my suggestion, and that is still so.

Kanchan is on fire. Who else but you can quench that
fire? Even if you released her, she would not marry anybody
else. And she is not one to satisfy her passion through illicit
relations with somebody. And yet passion is burning her up.
She does not know the value of brahmacharya. She has married
to gratify her passion. You did not tell her about the condition
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of brahmacharya when marrying her. Is it not your dharma, now,
to satisfy her? If you were completely free from passion, I would
have had nothing to tell you. After giving Kanchan the gift of
children you may observe brahmacharya, or you should calm her not
with anger but with pure love. You should look after Kishorelal,
Gomati, Chhaganlal and Borde, and so also should Kanchan.
Write to me.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 8428. Also C.W. 5601. Cour-
tesy : Munnalal G. Shah

24. LETTER TO KANCHAN M. SHAH
November 3, 1945

CHI. KANCHAN,

I have your letter. I feel sorry for you, and equally sorry
for Munnalal. I have written to him and told him in so many
words that he should set up house with you and that, if the
two of you cannot voluntarily observe self-control, you may have
children. However,if he cannot bring himself to agree to this I
cannot force him against his will. You should, therefore, remain
calm. Show this to Munnalal. If he refuses to change his mind
you should leave the matter to God and engross yourself in work.
For the present I should like you, if your health permits, to look
after Gomatibehn, as also the others who are ill. We shall discuss
the question of your accompanying me when I come. You had
wanted to accompany me to Madras. Now you suggest both
Madras and Bengal. That will have to be thought over. We
shall do so when I arrive there. Meanwhile you should remain
calm, get well and serve as much as you can. You are a fine
worker. Let service be your husband, your hobby, your all.
But if that cannot be, it does not matter. In any case do not
think one thing and speak another.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 8260. Also C.W. 6985. Cour-
tesy : Munnalal G. Shah



25. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI

November 3, 1945
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

You too have fallen ill. What is to be done when even a
warrior falls ill? Get well soon. Ask without the slightest hesi-
tation for whatever services you need.

I hope Kashi! is well.

If you are not able to write, let Kashi write.

Blessings from
Baru

From Gujarati : C.W. 9224. Courtesy : Chhaganlal Gandhi

26. TELEGRAM TO FANAKIDEVI BAFAJ

Poona,
November 4, 1945
JANAKIDEVI Bajajg

Bajaywapi

WAaARDHA

YOUR TWO  WIRES ANNOUNCING BIRTH  OF SON  TO
MADALASA.  HOPE MOTHER BABY PROGRESSING  WELL.

Baru
Panchven Putrako Bapuke Ashirvad, p. 264

27. LETTER TO PRESTON GROVER

Nature Cure CLINIC,
6 Toprwara Roap,

Poona,
November 4, 1945
DEAR GROVER,

The Press man in you speaks again. I entirely agree with
you that my statement, whether it grips or not, has undoubtedly

1 Wife of the addressee
21
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a world of meaning in it. You shall have it some time for your-
self, even if not for the Press. I am quite clear in my mind that
neither the public nor the Press are eagerly waiting for my speech
or my action. Therefore, let me take my time, untrammelled by
outside considerations.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanDHI
PreEsToN GROVER, Esq.
AssocIATED PRESs OF AMERICA
TiMes oF Inpria BrLpc.
BomBAY
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
28. LETTER TO MADALASA
Poona,

November 4, 1945
CHI. MADALASA,

You are now the mother of two sons. Janakibehn is so
delighted that she sent me two telegrams. Were it not for her
wire, I would not have known. I sent a wire! in reply, which she
must have received.

I got your letter and was pleased to read it. When I return
from the tour, you may take me to your place.

It is very good indeed that your mother-in-law is with you.
I hope both of you are well.

Blessings to you all from
Baru
[From Gujarati]

Panchven Putrako Bapuke Ashirvad, p. 326

29. LETTER TO SUSHILA GANDHI

Poona,
November 4, 1945

CHI. SUSHILA,
I wonder whether you know it, but Kishorelal and Gomati-
behn are getting weaker and weaker. The cold of Sevagram
does not suit them. They shrink from asking for anybody’s

1 Vide p. 21.
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services. Gomatibehn is actually ill. She is suffering from some
kind of typhoid. The constant fever has now come down a little.
We trust and hope that it will come down to normal. But it
will take some time for her to leave the sick-bed, and it will be
quite a while before she is able to look after herself. She would
not accept the services of anyone who may offer them, and if
they can help it, neither of them would accept anybody’s ser-
vices. I would like it if someone were to stay with them now
and look after them. There is no question as to whether they
will like it, for I have not heard of their having ever complained
to anyone about not getting any service. But wouldn’t my heart
complain? If, therefore, you can get away from there and go to
Sevagram, and if your health permits you to look after them, I
think it would be the best arrangement. In that case you will
also have to cancel your plan of accompanying me to Calcutta.
I believe it will be February by the time I finish touring and
return to the Ashram. By that time, winter will be over and
we may hope that both of them will have got well. I hope to
reach Sevagram on the 21st. I should like both of you to go
to Sevagram before then. I think it necessary for Manilal to
accompany me on my tour, not to look after me but to gain
experience which might help him in his work and to get to
know people. He, therefore, will not be there all the time.
Arun will certainly accompany me to Sevagram. One cannot
say what progress he will make in studies, but I think he is
showing himself to be a good servant. He has taken to Kanu
and, therefore, he is bound to learn to serve. Hence he also
will help. Besides, if both of you agree of your own accord, not
for my sake, to let Arun stay and grow up in the Ashram, as he
now says he would like to do, he will study and also acquire
practical wisdom. Moreover, he has now become friends with
Aminbhai, who is a learned man, and stays in the Ashram.
Probably you do not know him. Manilal is certain to know him.
He is an artist like you, but a much better one. Arun has already
started learning from him. And Aminbhai says that if he were
given two years’ time Arun would learn much more here than
he would by joining even the best of schools. This may perhaps
be too optimistic a view. But what difference does it make to
us? It is a fact that his company is beneficial. My purpose in
writing all this about Arun is to tell you that he has the spirit
of service in him and that, since he will be with you in the
Ashram, you will not get bored there. Kishorelal and Gomatibehn
will thus have the benefit of your service without any hardship
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to you. If they feel that you are likely to suffer in any way by
staying there to look after them, they are not the type who will
put up with it. Let me add too that Kashi also is tired out.
She cannot work much now. And Chhaganlal is on sickbed.
He has continuous fever. If it turns out to be as prolonged as
Gomatibehn’s, he also will require to be looked after. I believe,
therefore, that it will be good if you are in the Ashram for his
sake at any rate. I have thus put before you what I believe to
be your duty. Both of you may think over this and do what you
consider right. If your presence there is not essential, both of
you should at once leave for the Ashram. You may write to me
from there and tell me what you intend to do. Ila! will be with
you, of course. But my impression about her is that she is not
likely to be a burden on anybody. And, moreover, she cannot
stay without you.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 4965

30. LETTER TO ANASUYA SARABHAI

Poona,
November 4, 1945

CHI. ANASUYABEHN,

I have your letter. Is there any Divali? Who will celebrate
it? Are you all right? How is Shankerlal?? I am well. There
is so far no visible improvement in Sardar’s health.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : G.N. 11564

1 Addressee’s youngest daughter
2 Shankerlal Banker



31. LETTER TO GAJANAN NAIK

Poona,
November 4, 1945

CHI. GAJANAN,
I have your letter. I am glad to read it. You will be able
to do real service only if you assimilate the lesson I imparted
to you.
Blessings from
Baru

GajaNaN Nak
AxniL, BHARATIYA GRAMODYOG SANGH
MacaNwADI, WARDHA

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

32. LETTER TO FANAKIDEVI BAFAY

Poona,
November 4, 1945
CHI. JANAKI MAIYA,

Your joy must have added a cubit to your stature. You will
have had my telegram!. Now you must give up all attachments
and look after Jamnalal’s work of cow-protection. You must
become an expert in that.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 5852

1 Vide p. 21.
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33. LETTER T0 G. D. BIRLA

Poona,
November 4, 1945

CHI. GHANSHYAMDAS,

Dinshaw has had a talk with your brothers. As a result he is
not keen any more about going to Nasik.! So you may proceed
on the assumption that the Nasik idea has been given up. About
the building we may continue along the present lines. If I find
that Dinshaw still wishes to go to Nasik, I shall have a talk
with him. We shall see if any building or land is available then.

We shall all reach Bombay on the 19th. I shall leave Bom-
bay for Wardha on the 20th.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Hindi original : C.W. 8074. Courtesy : G. D. Birla

34. LETTER TO MANORANFAN CHOWDHARY
November 4, 1945

CHI. MANORANJAN CHOWDHARY,

I have your telegram. I am not taking any interest in the
elections.? As I know very little about the matter, I have not
sent a telegram. But why are you standing against a Congress
candidate? In a way you also belong to the Congress. Congress
is not an enemy of the Hindus. It is a different thing if the
Congress candidate is bad. In that case I should like you to tell
me. From the newspapers I find that the Hindu Mahasabha has
made it their dharma to oppose Congress candidates everywhere.
If that is so, this action of yours too will be dharma and not
the opposite of it. Sir Radhakrishnan in his speech at Karachi
has given an account of what the members of the Hindu Maha-
sabha are doing in Sind. Everyone, and especially you, should see

1 Vide also ‘‘Statement to the Press”, 21-11-1945.
2 Elections to the Provincial Assemblies were scheduled to be held in
the winter of 1945-46 and to the Central Assembly before the new budget.
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it. If all that he has said and all that I have been hearing is true,
it will save neither the Hindu dharma nor India. For persons
like you it is very necessary to think over all this. I showed
your telegram to Sardar also. He returned from Bombay Ilast
night. He was also pained to see the telegram.

Blessings from

Baru
SHRI MANORANJAN CHOWDHARY

143/3 No. Upper Circurar Roap
CaLcuTTA

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

35. LETTER TO SIR EVAN M. JENKINS

Nature Cure CLINIC,
6 ToprwarLa Roap, Poona,

November 5, 1945
DEAR SIR EVAN,

I thank you for your letter! of 1st instant informing me of
the action taken on my letter of 29th ultimo on khadi.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI
Gandhiji’s Correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, p. 70

36. LETTER TO SHIVABHAI G. PATEL

Poona,
November 5, 1945
CHI. SHIVABHALI,

I have your postcard. My congratulations to the spinners.
If you have not sent the figures of yarn to Narandas, at Rajkot,
please do so. Instead of incurring expense in sending the money,
use it there itself for Harijan work.

Blessings to all.
Blessings from

Bapu

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 9521. Also C.W. 440. Cour-
tesy : Shivabhai G. Patel

1Tt read : “I have shown His Excellency your letter of 29th October about
the exemption of khadi shops from the Provincial controls against hoarding and
profiteering. The letter is being passed on to the Industries and Civil Supplies
Department, who will inform the Provincial Authorities of your views.”



37. LETTER TO SIR EVAN M. JENKINS

Nature Cure CLINIC,
6 Toprwara Roap, Poona,
November 6, 1945

DEAR SIR EVAN,

A copy of the petition sent to His Excellency on behalf of
Shri Basuda Singh of Fyzabad District has been sent to me for
seeking Government sympathy. From the petition, I gather that
it is a case of political hue, belonging to the 1942 disturbances
period. It easily falls under the principle that guided His
Excellency’s decision in the Ashti-Chimur! cases. May I therefore
ask for the usual commutation of the death sentence??

May I also ask for an early consideration of the case by
reason of the fact that the period for execution has been fixed
for 19th instant?

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanbpHI
Gandhiji’s Correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, p. 56

38. LETTER TO SHARDA G. CHOKHAWALA

Poona,
November 6, 1945
CHI. BABUDI,

I have your letter. Why do you lose heart? I will reach
Sevagram on the 2Ist. If you come then it will be fine. I
shall make whatever arrangements I find necessary. Do not run
away even if it gets too cold. As for illness, it is the lot of the
human body. We have to learn to bear it cheerfully. That
itself brings half the relief. You are a sensible and wise woman.
You must not yield to despair.

1 Thirty persons were sentenced to death for violence during the
Quit India Movement at Chimur and Ashti in C. P. Later on the sentences
were commuted to life imprisonment. Vide also Vol. LXXIX, p. 335.

2 The sentence was commuted to life imprisonment; vide ‘‘Letter to Sir
Evan M. Jenkins, 25-11-1945.
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I hope Anand! is in good health.
And so also Shakaribehn?.

Blessings to you both from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : C. W. 10062. Courtesy : Sharda G. Chokhawala

39. LETTER TO CHAMPA R. MEHTA

Poona,
November 6, 1945

CHI. CHAMPA,

Your arrival there was unexpected. But never mind. It will
be enough if Ratilal® does not follow you. Become one with the
Ashram people as sugar does with milk. It is impossible to live
in the Ashram at present in any other way. Be satisfied with
whatever comforts are available. Live carefully so that you or the
children may not fall ill. I hope to return there on the 2Ist.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : C.W. 1095. Courtesy : Champa
R. Mehta

40. LETTER TO TARA MODAK

November 6, 1945
DEAR SISTER,

I have your letter. Keep on sending Shikshan Patrika. If
you have anything to ask, by all means do so.

Blessings from
Baru
TARABEHN MoDAK
996 Hinpu CorLony
Dapar, BomBay

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
1 Addressee’s son

2 Addressee’s mother
3 Addressee’s husband



41. LETTER TO LILAVATI PARIKH
November 6, 1945

CHI. LILAVATI,

I have your letter. You must tell your father everything and
then take his advice. If you do not have that much courage,
I am afraid you will not be able to do anything.

Blessings from
Baru

LivcavaTr ParikH

[Clo] OcHcHHAVLAL NATHABHAI SHETH
KarLvyan Motr’s CHAWL

Room No. 30/31

BowmBaY 4

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

42. LETTER TO VASUMATI D. PANDIT
November 6, 1945

CHI. VASUMATI,

I have your letter of October 31. I see from it that you
have not received my previous letter. There is nothing wrong
with my health. I am quite well.

I shall leave here for Bombay on the 19th, reaching Seva-
gram on the 2Ist. I shall leave for Calcutta on November 30
and be there for a month and three weeks. Then maybe 15
days in Madras. Then again back to Sevagram for 5 or 7 days
and thence perhaps to the Frontier Province. Only on returning
from there can I settle down in Sevagram. This means that
right now my stay in Sevagram cannot be permanent. If there-
fore you want to spend a little time in the Ashram you can do
so only in my absence. But do as you feel inclined.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
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43. LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR
November 6, 1945

BAPA,

I have your letter as also the cheque for Lila Jog. I shall
of course forward your letter to Mridulabehn. Still it is cer-
tainly right to send the cheque.!

What you say about Sushila Pai is right. It was never my
intention to make one of the two permanent. But as long as
Sucheta stays there, whether as a candidate or for examinations,
she will be considered a candidate for the post of organizing
secretary. Won’t she? So the same should hold good in the
case of Sushila Pai also. She also wanted it that way. But I
saw that Sucheta did not like it. So if Sushila Pai goes there it
will be just to observe the work and to see if she can adjust her-
self in the office. Sucheta is going to let me know her decision
only after seeing you.

Baru
THAKKAR Bapa
Bajay Wapi, WARDHA

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

44. LETTER TO JOSH

November 6, 1945

BHAI JOSH,
I have your letter. I knew that your josh? would come down.
Now I see that you wish to have a heart-to-heart talk with me.
Please come on the 13th. I will keep myself free at 3 in the

afternoon.
Yours,

M. K. GanNpuI

JosH SAHEB
TAuiR PLACE
SHANKER SETH Roap, Poona

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Vide p. 37.
2 Anger
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45. LETTER TO BRIFJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA

Poona,
November 6, 1945

CHI. BRIJKRISHNA,

I have your postcard. Sushilabehn has explained my view in
her long letter. You must have received it by now. A short
note has been written to Khurshedbehn today. See that too. I
shall be in Bombay on the 19th and 20th, in Sevagram on the
21st and on the Ist December in Calcutta.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 2488

46. LETTER TO M. S. KELKAR
November 6, 1945

BHAI KELKAR,

I have your letter. To say nothing of deciding to open a
nature-cure clinic, I have not even considered it. I have been
wishing to open one for years but it has merely been a wish.
Your views are such that you cannot work in any institution.
It is a different thing that a man like me may get work from
you. There should be a separate institution for you. ButI know
that it is never going to come. So let things go on as they are
and let us all do what work of service we can. I see no

other way.
Blessings from
M. K. GanDHI

M. S. KELKAR

Clo G. B. SAHASRABUDDHE
WEAvVING MASTER, MouATA MiLLs
AkoLa

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
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47. LETTER TO SAILEN BOSE

Poona,
November 6, 1945

CHI. SAILEN,
I have your letter. God is merciful. Blessings to Bela.

Blessings from
Baru

Sur1 S. C. Bose
59 FORBES STREET
ForT, BoMBAY

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

48. LETTER TO NORALMAL PHULOMAL

November 6, 1945

BHAI NORALMAL,

I have your letter. I was distressed to hear about your
health. May God keep you. Get well soon. Write to me either
in Urdu or Devanagari. Sindhi and Urdu scripts are almost
the same. Only the languages are a little different. Learn
Hindustani after you get well. I have the Rs. 20 sent by you.

Blessings from
M. K. GanpurI

SHRT NORALMAL PHULOMAL
Sus-Divisionar. CLErk, P. W. D.
Nara SicHAI, SUKKUR

SINDH

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

33
82-3



49. LETTER TO M. R. BONDRE
November 6, 1945

BHAI BONDRE,

Come whenever you wish before the 11th. I will spare a
few minutes for you at 5.30 p.m. when you come. I hope
Nalini is all right.

Blessings from
M. K. GanbpHI

M. R. BONDRE, B.A.,B.T.

11-C Harr Nivas, Suivajr PARk
Lapy JamsueEpjT RoaD

BomBaYy 28

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

50. LETTER TO VICHITRA NARAYAN SHARMA
November 6, 1945

CHI. VICHITRA,

I have your letter. It is good you were saved from the
calamity this time.

I have talked fully with Saralabehn. I still talk to her when-
ever I have time and I shall continue doing so. I hope to reach
Sevagram on the 2Ist.

Blessings from
Baru

VicaitTRA NARAYAN
GANDHI ASHRAM
MEERUT

UnNITED PROVINCES

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
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51. LETTER TO R. R. DIWAKAR

November 6, 1945
BHAI DIWAKAR,

You did come but you did not ask for time to see me. I
had thought you would come and have a talk with me. That is
why I did not write anything on what you had sent.

What you say about income tax will not work. The rest
seems to be all right. I am sending a copy of what I have
drafted.! It will give you some idea of what I think. If you
wish to say something about it, do so. I shall leave here on the
19th morning.

Blessings from
Baru
From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

52. LETTER TO SIR EVAN M. FENKINS

Nature Cure CLinIc,
6 Toprwara Roap, Poona,
November 7, 1945

DEAR SIR EVAN,
I have to thank you for your letter of Ist <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>