THE
COLLECTED

WORKS
OF

MAHATMA
GANDHI

LXXXVI
(1946-1947)



THE
COLLECTED
WORKS

OF
MAHATMA
GANDHI

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE




THE
COLLECTED

WORKS
OF

MAHATMA
GANDHI

LXXXVI
(1946-1947)



CWMG - LXXXVI



)




Q:o/ﬁé

@:O/ﬁé

o




IAXXXT = DINMND



THE COLLECTED WORKS OF
MAHATMA GANDHI

LXXXVI
( October 21, 1946 — February 20, 1947)



IAXXXT = DINMND






EKLA CHALO’

13




THE COLLECTED WORKS OF

MAHATMA GANDHI

LXXXVI
( October 21, 1946 — February 20, 1947)

THE PUBLICATIONS DIVISION
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA



August 1982 (Sravana 1904)

© Navajivan Trust, Ahmedabad, 1982

COPYRIGHT
By Kind Permission of Navajivan Trust, Ahmedabad

PUBLISHED BY THE DIRECTOR, THE PUBLICATIONS DIVISION
NEW DELHI-110 001
AND PRINTED IN INDIA BY JITENDRA THAKOREBHAI DESAI
NAVAJIVAN PRESS, AHMEDABAD-380 014



PREFACE

Throughout the period covered by the present volume (Octo-
ber 21, 1946-February 20, 1947), constitutional parleys continued
to be deadlocked over the question of compulsory grouping of
provinces which, according to the interpretation of the Muslim
League and the British Government, the Cabinet Mission’s state-
ment of May 16 stipulated. In the Congress view the Statement
did not make grouping compulsory, but left it to the decision of
the elected representatives of the provinces concerned sitting to-
gether in sections. If the Congress view was not acceptable the
matter of interpretation could be taken to a court. Gandhiji
said: “No law-giver can give an authoritative interpretation of
his own law. If then there is a dispute as to its interpretation,
a duly constituted court of law must decide it.... They cannot
impose theirs on others” (p. 10).

With the Constituent Assembly scheduled to open on De-
cember 9, Whitehall made one more attempt to induce the Mus-
lim League to co-operate. They invited the leaders of parties,
including Nehru and Jinnah, over to London for talks. These
talks however did not bear fruit and the Constituent Assembly
met without the representatives of the Muslim League.

It appeared to Gandhiji that for the Constituent Assembly
to meet in spite of the boycott by the Muslim League would
amount to its meeting under “the visible or invisible protection
of the British forces”, a thing to be avoided at all cost. A few
days before the meeting of the Assembly, therefore, he express-
ed the view that it should not meet under the State Paper of
May 16 but under ‘“‘some other statement which they can draw
up in consultation with the Congress”. He added: ‘It may be
said that not to meet as a Constituent Assembly under these cir-
cumstances will amount to a surrender to Qaid-e-Azam Jinnah or
the Muslim League. I do not mind the charge because the wai-
ver will not be an act of weakness, it will be one of Congress
strength because it would be due to the logic of facts. If we
have attained a certain degree of status and strength to warrant
us in convening our own Constituent Assembly irrespective of
the British Government, it will be a proper thing. We will have
then to seek the co-operation of the Muslim League and all the
parties including the Princes, and the Constituent Assembly can
meet at a favourable place even if some do not join” (pp. 184-5).
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The Congress having nevertheless gone ahead with the busi-
ness of the Constituent Assembly, Gandhiji in a note again cau-
tioned the leaders: “In my opinion, it will be a grave mistake
if the Constituent Assembly attempts, in the face of the boy-
cott by the Muslim League, to frame a constitution for the
whole of India. . .. the Constituent Assembly should have a right
to frame a constitution of independence for all the Provinces,
States and units that may be represented at the Constituent As-
sembly. This will be an honourable and consistent position . ..”
(p. 235).

Gandhiji also saw no objection to the Congress accepting
the Grouping formula “if it allows Assam and the Frontier
Province to secede from the Congress for the purposes of the
Constituent Assembly”” (p. 235). Neither the Congress nor Gandhiji
could allow considerations of political expediency to infringe
the autonomy of a province. Gandhiji clearly told Bardoloi, the
Assam Premier, that “if there is no clear guidance from the
Congress Committee, Assam should not go into the Sections. It
should lodge its protest and retire from the Constituent Assem-
bly” (p. 228). To the Sikhs too he offered similar advice if the
Congress was unable to give them an undertaking that it would
not accept Grouping. “Revolt against the Congress,” he said. I
have revolted several times myself” (p. 242). He asked: “Why
should Assam be absorbed in Bengal against its will or the
Frontier Province or the Sikhs into the Punjab and Sind? The
Congress or the League, as the case may be, should make their
programme and policy intrinsically attractive so as to appeal to
the reason of the recalcitrant Province or Group” (p. 361).

Notwithstanding Gandhiji’s advice to the contrary, the
Constituent Assembly resolved to draw up for the country’s future
governance a constitution ‘‘wherein the territories that now
comprise British India, the territories that now form the Indian
States . .. as well as such other territories as are willing to be
constituted into the independent sovereign India shall be a
Union of them” (p. 488). This only further infuriated the League
leaders who all the time were vociferously denouncing the
proceedings of the Constituent Assembly as illegal, just as they
refused to recognize the Interim Government, of which they
formed part, as a Government in the legal sense or the Prime
Minister as Prime Minister.

In the period therefore any kind of constitutional break-
through remained as remote as ever. Events, however, had
a relentless logic of their own and would not wait upon any
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constitutional niceties. Two parallel, though interacting, processes
were at work: on the one hand the inexorable collapse of the
Imperial system and on the other the disintegration of that
harmony between India’s two major communities towards which
enlightened national effort had been directed over the preceding
fifty years.

If there had been any doubt as to British intentions with
regard to the transfer of power it was dispelled when on Febru-
ary 20 Attlee read out in the British Parliament the statement
of his Government announcing that, settlement or no settle-
ment, they intended to relinquish authority at a date not later
than June 1948. The statement came after nearly two months
of drafting labours and the realization that the British just could
not hold India any longer, what with Britain’s global commit-
ments, inadequacy of armed forces, demoralization in services,
and so on (see Transfer of Power, IX, pp. 68-9). British policy
in India during the period was thus largely concerned with con-
triving ways to secure British strategic and economic interests in
the country subsequent to the transfer of political power.

India was thus poised for the leap into freedom. The ques-
tion was: what kind of freedom was it going to be? Would it
be the kind of freedom Gandhiji dreamed of ? ‘“Independent
India,” he said, ‘“‘as conceived by me, will have all Indians be-
longing to different religions living in perfect friendship. There
need be no millionaires and no paupers; all would belong to
the State, for the State belonged to them” (p. 460). Omens
however pointed a different way. The nearer the freedom came
the sharper became the antagonisms, the fiercer the passions,
the more violent and wanton the conduct of masses of people
swayed by obscurantist slogans, inspired and guided by political
groups avowedly communal.

The ill wind of communal rioting which had followed the
inauguration of Direct Action by the Muslim League in August
1946 had now become a veritable tornado which lashed vast
areas of the sub-continent. By October Noakhali and Tripura
in Bengal were ravaged by well-organized gangs who went from
village to village carrying murder, rape and plunder, and forcibly
converting people. According to Government reports some
300 homes in Noakhali and 350 in Tripura had been burnt
down and plundered. And, as if this was not enough, the storm
broke with redoubled fury over Bihar, where the same story
was repeated, only on a much larger scale. Gandhiji was
stunned and bewildered. He saw it as a personal failure. He cut
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down his intake of food, partly for reasons of health, but also
because he was ‘‘tired of the body”’. He wrote in a letter:
“... the cry came from within: ‘Why should you be a witness
to this slaughter? If your word ... is not heeded, your work
is over. Why do you not die?’ ... Do not waste time thinking
of my death. Leave me in the hands of God and stop worry-
ing” (pp. 78-9). “Has my ahimsa become bankrupt?’’ he asks
on another occasion. “If I fail” it “will simply mean ... that
there is some fault somewhere in my technique” (p. 155).

Gandhiji decided that he could not ignore the call of Bengal,
where everything he had held dear was at stake. He accordingly
arrived in Calcutta on October 29 and by November 9 was set
on his mission of peace in Noakhali. Here he was confronted
by “darkness all around” (pp. 137, 181), by ‘“exaggeration and
falsity” and ‘“‘terrible mutual distrust” (p. 138). Yet he seemed
to feel that the darkness was not so much outside as inside him
(pp. 182-3, 196) for his ahimsa seemed to fail in the matter of
Hindu-Muslim relations (p. 183). Throughout his sojourn in East
Bengal, where he trudged from village to village though “not fit
enough to walk three or four miles even’ and with “no conveyance
... except country boats,” (p. 177) Gandhiji remained a prey to
despondency. “I don’t want to die a failure,” he remarked.
“But it may be that I may die a failure” (p. 200). But with
a grim determination he kept on, resolved to “do or die”’. He
would leave ‘“‘only when things become perfectly normal again’
(p. 186), even if it meant a lifetime (p. 175). “Do or die” is thus
the cry issuing out of the volume, the refrain he dinned into the
ears of his small band of co-workers accompanying him, whom he
soon dispersed to settle each in a different village (p. 138).

His message to the riot victims was to shed fear (pp. 131,
132-3, 181, 363), to stick to their homes and defend themselves,
if possible non-violently, but anyhow defend themselves. Speaking
to a group of people he said; “People must not take the offensive,
but defend themselves they must, even, if necessary, with the
help from the neighbouring people. None must flee and even if
one is surrounded by 1,000 people, one should, if need be, die
fighting” (p. 88).

Again in a letter he said: ‘“One may react to violence by
counter-violence, but that counter-violence can be either brutal
or civilized and effective. What happened in Bihar was brutal
and ineffective . . .”” (p. 200).

He wrote to the Bihar Premier (p. 251) and the Indian
Home Minister Vallabhbhai Patel (pp. 264, 432) suggesting
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immediate appointment of an enquiry commission. The suggestion
however was not implemented.

The situation created by the communal fury that had grip-
ped India, just as she was about to take her place among the
free nations of the world, had so shaken Gandhiji that for the
first time in his half century of leadership we find him no longer
sure of himself. It raised for him issues of the greatest moment.
The way he saw it was that if he lived by certain values then
those values should prevail. If they did not prevail then there
was something wrong in him. He must re-examine his position,
grapple with himself. That was one of the reasons he chose to
walk alone and unaided. “Where do I stand?” he asks. “Do I
represent this ahimsa in my person? IfI do, then deceit and
hatred that poison the atmosphere should dissolve. It is only by
going into isolation . .. and standing on my own feet that I shall
find my bearings and also test my faith in God” (p. 134).

Gandhiji had held that brahmacharya, purity of life, was the
chief prerequisite for a successful pursuit of truth and he argued
that if there had been failure on his part his brahmacharya
might have been at fault. Pursuing this line of reasoning he
started, towards the end of December, his great “‘experiment in
brahmacharya which consisted in his sharing his bed with Manu
Gandhi, a young relative. His aspiration, as he explained at a
prayer meeting, was to make himself a “eunuch of God”. It was
an integral part of the yajna he was performing (p. 420). Since
he was engaged in ‘“‘the supreme test of non-violence in his life,
he wished to be judged before God and man by the sum total of
his activities, both private and public. . .. non-violent life was
an act of self-examination and self-purification . . .”” (p. 423).

Gandhiji’s co-workers, as was only to be expected, did not
quite understand and they were upset and one after another
began to give frank expression to their disapproval. Writing to
Vinoba Bhave Gandhiji said: ... the co-workers’ pain makes
me lose confidence in myself. My own mind, however, is becoming
firmer than ever, for it has been my belief for a long time that
that alone is true brahmacharya which requires no hedges. My experi-
ments arose from this belief” (p. 452). He wrote in a similar vein
to others (pp. 464-5, 465-6, 475-6) trying to explain what could
hardly be explained in words—his desperate, anguished striving
to find a way to discover his identity; it was what Carl Jung
would describe as a quest for individuation.

As Vinoba says: “Gandhiji was a great man; nevertheless,
he had laid bare his mind in its fulness before the world. For his
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part, he had permitted no secrecy. Even so, I must confess, the
last chapter of his life, which I have called the ‘Swargarohan
Parva’, or the chapter of the ‘“Ascent to Heaven’’, remains a
mystery to me. Indeed, in my eyes, it stands equal to the last
phase of Lord Krishna’s leela. To unravel its mystery, it may
become necessary for Gandhiji himself to be born again.”” (Fore-
word to The Mind of Mahatma Gandhi)

Gandhiji sensed the decline in his political authority. His
views did not carry the same weight with the leaders of the
nation as before. His advice about the Constituent Assembly,
his advice about the withdrawal of British troops, even his sug-
gestion that an enquiry commission be appointed to go into the
happenings in Bihar and Bengal were disregarded. In a letter
he exclaimed: “My voice carries no weight in the Working Com-
mittee. If I leave the scene, the soreness will go. I do not like
the shape that things are taking and I cannot speak out” (p.
295). Writing to Vallabhbhai Patel he listed the various criti-
cal things that had been reported to him concerning Patel’s
manner of leadership and he gave the warning: “The times are
very critical. If we stray from the straight and narrow path by
ever so little, we are done for. The Working Committee does not
function harmoniously as it should” (p. 289). In a note on the
Congress he expressed his conviction ‘‘that the four-anna
membership should go. The membership of the Congress should
be forty crores...” (p. 370).

Broken down in health and not a little in spirit Gandhiji
thus carried on with his message of sanity and reason, applying
his healing touch to the bruised humanity of Bengal, determined
to “strive and carry this issue towards light. I live or perish
in the attempt. Noakhali and Tipperah are not an isolated
problem but it is a problem which India must solve for herself
and for humanity” (p. 483).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors,
quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up
in small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of
speeches and interviews, as also passages which are not by Gan-
dhiji have been set up in small type. In reports of speeches and
interviews, slight changes and omissions, where necessary, have
been made in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with
the original.

Where the original is undated the inferred date is supplied
within square brackets, the reasons being given where necessary.

In the source-line, the symbol S. N. stands for documents
available in the Sabarmati  Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad;
G. N. refers to those available in the Gandhi National Museum
and Library, New Delhi; M. M. U. for the reels of the Mobile
Microfilm Unit and S. G. for the documents of the Sevagram
collection, which also are available in the Gandhi National
Museum. C. W. denotes documents secured by the Collected
Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the
text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered
by the volume are also provided at the end.
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1. TELEGRAM TO HEMPRABHA DAS GUPTA

New DeLrHI,
October 21, 1946

HEMPRABHADEVI!

15 COLLEGE SQUARE
Kuapr PRATISHTHAN
CALcUTTA

YOU SHOULD BE CALM.2 HOPE COME  SOON.
Baru

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

2. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

New DevrHI,
October 21, 1946

CHI. AMRIT,>

Your two letters came in together.

I am sorry for your sufferings. Let them do you good
which they would if you interpret them correctly. Physical
suffering can be, and should be, transmuted into spiritual joy.
It is a difficult process but it has to be gone through if one
is to be truly rich. This enforced idleness should be used for
enriching one’s thoughts.

That Shummy* is not angry with me shows his nobleness,
not the care I should have bestowed on you. On the first sign
of the boil I should have insisted on your going to Simla. This
place is not made for nursing patients like you. It has its
unavoidable limitation.

Love.

Baru

1'Wife of Satis Chandra Das Gupta, Founder-President, Bengal Khadi
Pratishthan

2 Communal riots on a large scale had broken out in Calcutta and Noakhali.

3The superscription in this and other letters to the addressee is in
Devanagari.

4Shumshere Singh, addressee’s brother

86-1
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[PS.]

V.! cannot be sent for as you suggest. I know him much
better than you do.

From the original: C. W. 3699. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G. N. 6508

3. LETTER TO VALJI G. DESAI

New DevrHI,
October 21, 1946

CHI. VAL]JI,

I liked your letter of yesterday addressed to Rajkumari. If]
extending the idea a little further, you yourself can prepare the
dictionary?, do so and send it. Rajkumari is herself compiling
it with much effort. I have not found anyone as hardworking
and regular as she is. I look through it but errors remain.
Besides, Rajkumari is going to Paris® for two months. I do not
wish to place too great a burden on you. Give as much as
you can.

How are you now? I am stuck here for the present. I
shall have to go to Bengal. If1I go, it will be after the 23rd.

I have omitted your sixth story*. You will have seen the
reason.

It will be better if you send the Gujarati or English also
of whatever you send. If you can send the Hindustani, too,
nothing like it.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : C W. 3172. Courtesy : Valji G. Desai

1Valji G. Desai; vide also the following item.

2 The reference is to the English-Hindustani dictionary, which appeared
fortnightly in Harijan beginning with the issue dated September 1, 1946; vide
also p. 28.

3 To attend the UNESCO session as a member of the Indian dele-
gation headed by S. Radhakrishnan

4 The addressee had been sending selected stories by different authors for
publication under ‘‘Story Hour” in Harijan.



4. LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH
October 21, 1946

CHI. CHIMANLAL,

Please pass on the accompanying letters to the addressees.

My return is being put off. Bengal is calling. One should
live as He wishes and go cheerfully wherever He takes one.
If we but reach the state where we know that we do nothing,
what more can we desire?

How is Sharda!? Read the book she has. You will find
in it something for Shakaribehn?. There is some exaggeration
in it, but on the whole it is quite good.

If Shakaribehn wishes to cook separately for herself, let
her do so. See that she and Babudi are happy.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S. G. 129

5. LETTER TO MANGALDAS PAKVASA

New DerHI,
October 21, 1946

BHAI MANGALDAS PAKVASA3,

I have your letter. I do not like your falling ill again and
again. There is no hurry about the Trust work.* Do it at your
leisure.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C. W. 4693. Courtesy: Mangaldas
Pakvasa

1 Sharda G. Chokhawala, also called Babudi, addressee’s daughter

2 Addressee’s wife

3 Solicitor; President, Bombay Legislative Council from July 1937 to
August 1947

4 The reference, presumably, is to the drafting of Nature Cure Clinic
Trust Deed; vide Vol. LXXX, pp. 307-8 and 366.



6. LETTER TO MANILAL B. DESAI
October 21, 1946

CHI. MANILAL,

I forgot to write about the distribution of work! mentioned
in your letter. I like it. Let everybody adhere to it and keep
a daily account of his work.

The reason why Dhiru does not put on weight may be that
his present weight is all that his system can carry. Only, he should
keep up his energy and not lose weight further.

The cases have ended well. Has Datar? sent any reply?

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C. W. 2739. Courtesy: Manilal B. Desai

7. LETTER TO DINSHAW K. MEHTA

New DEeLHI,
October 21, 1946

CHI. DINSHAW,

I have your letter. It is all right if you stay for the sake
of Mother and your hotel. You have my permission to come
over whenever you want to. Your mind must become calm.
I hope Ardeshir? and the little girl* are all right and Gulbai®
is also well. My stay here has been prolonged.

I have written this in a great hurry.

Blessings from
Baru

Dr. Dinsuaw MEHTA
Hearta HorteL
ToppywarLa Roabp
Poona

From a copy of the Gujarati: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal
1 At Nature Cure Clinic, Uruli-Kanchan, where the addressee was Manager

2 Datar Singh
3,4 & 5 Son, daughter and wife of the addressee



8. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

New DEeLHI,
October 21, 1946

CHI. AMTUL SALAAM,

I have your letter. In my opinion your place is there. If
you cannot be cured there, what will you do in Noakhali? The
thing is that what I say does not appeal to you. What is the
use of swallowing it as a bitter draught? So long as it does
not come naturally, you should do as your heart dictates.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

I shall probably leave for Bengal on the 24th or 25th.
But God alone knows best.

From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 535

9. LETTER TO DR. ATMARAM K. BHAGAWAT
October 21, 1946

BHAI BHAGAWAT!,

I am able to write to you only now. Go for the medical
conference.
I have got Appa Saheb’s? letter. I am writing to him at
his address. He will have recovered by now.
Blessings from
Baru

From Hindi: C. W. 2740. Courtesy : Manilal B. Desai

1 Of Nature Cure Clinic, Uruli Kanchan
2 Sitaram Purushottam Patwardhan



10. NOTE TO BRIJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA?

October 21, 1946

I do not even remember that you said anything to me.
Nobody has poisoned my ears. Kanu? and someone else, too,
told me and, after getting their permission, I reported it to
Hariji. Yes, the letter was from some Harijan.

From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 2496

11. LETTER TO HARIHAR SHARMA

New DerHI,
October 21, 1946

CHI. ANNA3,

I have your letter. There is art in dying also. As it is, all
die, but one has to learn by practice how to die a beautiful
death. The matter will not be settled even if everybody went
to Noakhali and got killed. When the time comes I shall call
for you, Reddy* and Amtussalaam to go there. So far I do not
see that the moment has come. Your keeping indifferent health
is another difficulty. Considering all this, please tell me what you
would like to do. Can you go to Assam? Or to Sindh?

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 The addressee had in a note complained that Thakkar Bapa suspected
him of having instigated Swarupanand to poison Gandhiji’s ears against
Viyogi Hari.

2 Son of Narandas Gandhi

3 Secretary, Dakshina Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha

4 Govinda Reddy, an inmate of Sevagram



12. LETTER TO PADAMPAT SINGHANIA

New DerHI,
October 21, 1946

BHAI PADAMPAT,
Mirabehn has forwarded to me the letters you wrote to
Hari. In my opinion it is not right to postpone collecting the
money till land has been acquired. Do send the money and
collect from other donors. The amounts will be returned in case
the project does not materialize. I have collected money on
many occasions; work always follows. Isn’t this the history of
all activities?
Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

13. LETTER TO GOVINDA REDDY

New DeLHI,
October 21, 1946

CHI. REDDY,
Read the letter I have sent to Anna.! I shall let you know
when the time comes for you to go. Anyway, you are all free.
On your own you can do whatever you wish, go wherever you
please.
Blessings from
Baru

SEVAGRAM

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

1 Vide p. 6.



14. LETTER TO HEMPRABHA DAS GUPTA

New DerHi,
October 21, 1946

CHI. HEMPRABHA,

I have your sorrowful letter. But despite all that you have
to regain your composure. You cannot get over grief by nursing
it and brooding over it. It can be got over only by effort and
tapas. Take the name of God and engage yourself in your

routine. God will show the way.
The wire! I am sending will have been received. I have

drafted it. It is night time now, so it will be despatched to-
MOorrow.
I am trying to get there.
Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

15. INTERVIEW TO PRESTON GROVER?

New DerHI,
October 21, 1946

Mahatma Gandhi declared in an interview today that the Muslim
League Ministry in Bengal should be able to control the outbreak of dis-
orders in East Bengal in which a good few thousands have been driven from
their homes and an undetermined number killed or kidnapped. He said:

Control will depend on the Ministry. If the Muslim League
wanted to control it, I should think that it could. The Muslim
League has the overwhelming percentage of Muslim voters on
their side.

Mahatma Gandhi described the Bengal outbreak as ‘‘heart-breaking’.
His comments on the outbreak of robbing, burning and looting in East
Bengal were made in his small room in the Untouchable Colony where
he has lived most of the time since the arrival of the British Cabinet

1 Vide p. 1.
2 Of the Associated Press of America
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Mission in March. He sat on a thin mat with a small sloping desk before him
and I sat on the floor while he talked of many things including America,
the new Government in India, South Africa and his own health.

He announced again his intention of visiting the troubled areas in Ben-
gal after his meeting on October 23 with Pandit Nehru and the Working
Committee where they will discuss problems created by the entry of the
Muslim Group into the Central Ministry. He said:

The fact that I go there will satisfy the soul and may be
of some use.

PRESTON GROVER: Will the Muslims listen to you?

GANDHIJI: I don’t know. I don’t go with any expectation,
but I have the right to expect it. A man who goes to do his
duty only expects to be given strength by God to do his duty.

To a question as to when this type of disturbances would end in India,
he replied:

You may be certain that they will end. If the British in-
fluence were withdrawn, they would end much quicker. While
the British influence is here, both parties, I am sorry to confess,
look to the British power for assistance.

Turning to the affairs of the Interim Government, Mahatma Gandhi
regretted the statement! of Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan, the Muslim League
selection for the Central Government. To Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan’s state-
ment that the League was going into the Interim Government to fight for
Pakistan, Mr. Gandhi said:

That is an extraordinary and inconsistent attitude. The
Interim Government is for the interim period only and may not
last long. While it is in office, it is there to deal with the prob-
lems that face the country—starvation, nakedness, disease, bad
communications, corruption, illiteracy. Any one of these prob-
lems would be enough to tax the best minds of India. On
these there is no question of Hindu or Muslim. Both are naked.
Both are starving. Both wish to drive out the demon of illit-
eracy and un-Indian education.

There is not much time to elapse between this Government
and that to be set up by the Constituent Assembly. The time
will be shortened if both apply their will to the completion of
the work of the Constituent Assembly.

The Constituent Assembly is based on the State Paper.
That Paper has put in cold storage the idea of Pakistan. It has

1 Ghazanfar Ali Khan made the statement while addressing a students’
meeting at Lahore on October 19.
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recommended the device of ‘“‘grouping’ which the Congress inter-
prets in one way, the League in another and the Cabinet Mission
in a third way. No law-giver can give an authoritative inter-
pretation of his own law. If then there is a dispute as to its
interpretation, a duly constituted court of law must decide it.

[r. c.] But if the Muslim League do not accept the court interpre-
tation ?

[c.] They cannot impose theirs on others. If they do, they
put themselves in the wrong box. The alternative is to come to
blows. We are all savages and come to blows often when we
don’t agree. Yet we are all gentlemen. This is so whether in
America or Europe.

Asked for his reaction to the decision of the Madras Ministry which has
decided against any expansion of the cotton mills industry in the Province
in order to promote the Gandhian plan for home spinning and weaving, the
Mahatma said:

I think it is the finest thing going. If you want to follow
this logically, then you must follow it through.

Asked whether it would then be logical to ‘‘follow through” to the
extent that mills presently in the Province would be stopped, he replied that
if in time, through the progressive programme, the mills came to have no
customers, then they would quit—‘‘unless they chose to sell outside India”.

He assailed the Natal Sugar Mills industry as responsible for bringing
indentured Indians there to work and thus creating the segregation problem.

To a question as to what would become of Englishmen in the service
of the Government of India, Gandhi said:

I think that India has use for every one of them who is
loyal to India and to Indian traditions and conditions and who
will be above temptation and corruption. I don’t want to say
that they should be disloyal to England. That is not the point.
They should not be disloyal to India. These things should not
conflict but it has happened in history. Most have come here
to serve the country of their birth by exploiting India. That is
hypocrisy. It is dishonesty. There is no room for dishonesty in
any service or outside it.

Asked if he had any message for America, he said:

Dislodge the money God called Mammon from the throne
and find a corner for poor God. I think America has a very
big future but in spite of what is said to the contrary, it has a
dismal future if it swears by Mammon. Mammon has never
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been known to be a friend of any of us to the last. He is always
a false friend.

Mahatma Gandhi, who has passed 77 years of age, said:

I am shaken in that belief, although not because it is illegi-
timate. But there are well defined limits to the fulfilment of that
wish. If you do not fulfil those limits, then you may not attain
the wish. For the time being, I feel dislodged. I have not
attained the necessary equanimity. I don’t want to live 125
years or even one year on nostrums, medicines and that kind of
thing. I want to live a life of service in my present way. That
is possible provided you have equableness under every circum-
stance. Nothing should irritate you. I am not able to say today
that nothing irritates me or has irritated me.

He said he had thought calmly of living until 125 “‘until a few days
ago’”, when he had a ‘“‘rude shock”. It was on the occasion of his birthday
by the Hindu calendar, which came this year ten days ahead of October 2,
the day of his birthday by the ordinary calendar. Rajendra Prasad, the Food
Member in the Cabinet, had come to preside at a flag raising in connection
with the birthday, and on that occasion, he was told, ‘‘monkey-nuts, raisins,
etc., were to be served to the Harijan children and volunteers in the camp”.

He said he considered it an insult to the Food Minister to give food
needlessly in his presence to children and others ‘“‘who were not in need”.
His anger flared up, he said, because ‘‘every morsel of food has to be hus-
banded. If we do it, there will be no shortage. India is the last country
in the world that should be short of food if our rulers know their business —
and there is no black marketing.”” The Mahatma said:

I flared up madly. I lost my balance. You can use any
adverb or adjective you may like to describe it. It was then I
discovered my failure. This loss of self-control has cost some
years of my life — which it will be possible to regain if I regain
my equanimity — or gain it. That is the humbler way to say it.

Harijan, 3-11-1946



16. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

New DEeLHI,
October 21, 1946

Gandhiji pointed out to the people that the coming Diwali could not
be an occasion for feasting. How could there be feasting in a house where
there were any number of the starving and the naked? On top of that they
were quarrelling amongst themselves. He had written and spoken enough
on the subject. Yet he could not help repeating the same advice.

In these days those who were pure should become purer, those who
were sinners should wash off their sins. All should save as much food as
possible and spin as much as they could so that there might be more cloth.
To save food was as good as producing it. To spin was to help reduce the
nakedness of India. He who was truthful took the world a step forward.
Let these things engage all their energies. It should be clear to them that
these were not days of festivity or merry-making.

The Hindustan Times, 22-10-1946

17. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

October 22, 1946
CHI. AMRIT,

Your letter. Don’t worry about work here. It is clear to
me that there was no sting. Something has come from within.
Be patient and let it take its course.

I have written? to Valji G. Desai. What I sent you was for
your amusement. Mistakes will occur in the work that is being

done.> We must be as accurate as possible when the book is
published.

Love.
Baru
From the original : C. W. 4181. Courtesy : Amrit Kaur. Also G. N. 7817

1Tt being Gandhiji’s day of silence, the speech was read out.

2 Vide p. 2.

3 The reference is to the erroneous meaning of ‘‘architect’” in English-
Hindustani dictionary published in Harijan, 13-10-1946; vide Vol. LXXXV, p. 494.
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18. LETTER TO MANU GANDHI

New DerHI,
October 22, 1946
CHI. MANUDI,

I got yesterday your letter written from Udaipur. I think
now I shall be going to Bengal in a day or two. I would have
been happy if you had come before that. But now you may do
as you wish. I will accept anything that makes you happy,
restores your health and enables you to resume your work of service.

Blessings from
Bapu
[PS.]

Stay there as long as necessary to please Umiyal!. Your health

should improve there. People praise the climate of the place.
From a microfilm of the Gujarati : M.M.U./XXIV

19. LETTER TO SANTOK GANDHI

New DevrHI,
October 22, 1946

CHI. SANTOK,

I have your letter. Itis difficult to solemnize the marriage? on
Kartak Sud 12. God knows where I shall be on that day. The idea
of my going is being hotly talked about. I will leave on the 24th
or the 25th. It is not known how long I shall have to stay there.
Under these circumstances, we shall have to think what to do. Nor
do I know when I shall be able to return, if at all, after I reach
Bengal. Everything is uncertain. Such being the situation, there
is a risk in asking me to solemnize the marriage. Let me know
what you think best. I may leave here tomorrow or the day after.

Blessings from
Baru
From a copy of the Gujarati: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

1 Addressee’s elder sister, Umiya Agrawal
2 Of the addressee’s daughter, Radha, who was married to Dipak Dutt
Chowdhary
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20. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

New DevrHi,
October 22, 1946

CHI. A. S.,

I have your letter. I cannot always be sending you tele-
grams. [ have said what I had to say. It is strange your
dragging Reddy and Anna with you. I have said ‘No’ to
them. What can they do? I cannot see what even you will do.
I merely told Jajuji' that if he felt so inclined, he might give his
consent. Everyone is free, and may go anywhere in exercise of
that freedom. But not on my behalf or the Ashram’s behalf.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 536

21. LETTER TO MAHESH DATT MISHRA

October 22, 1946
CHI. MAHESH,

I have gone through your whole letter. I do not believe
that you will learn anything by coming to Calcutta. Your
coming would have been meaningful if you were ready to take up
Harijan work.2 1 advise you to get well and prepare yourself
for Harijan.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 6715. Also C.W. 4459. Courtesy:
Mahesh Datt Mishra

1 Shrikrishnadas Jaju
2 Vide Vol. LXXXV, p. 499.
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22. MESSAGE TO VALMIKT MANDIR

New DevrHI,
October 22, 1946

It is good that the Valmiki Mandir has, on the occasion
of the Charkha Jayanti, taken part in the national yajna by
spinning . . .! hanks of yarn. May you repeat the performance
in future too, and march forward.

M. K. GanpuI
From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

23. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING

New DeLmi,
October 22, 1946

Gandhiji said that a correspondent had drawn his attention to the
fact that he had said nothing against illuminations at Diwali in his message
on Monday. It was an accidental omission. He had been opposed to il-
luminations even in the olden days when there was no food shortage. To
burn oil or ghee today when there was not enough to eat was unthinkable.
Real India did not reside in cities like Delhi. It resided in the seven lakhs
of villages. For the hungry and naked villagers there could be no Diwali
illuminations or any other kind of festivity. It was their duty to abstain and
save all the ghee, oil and money they could.

Commenting on the Marathi bhgjan sung by Shri Balasaheb Kher, the
Premier of Bombay, Gandhiji said that like Shri Thakkar Bapa, Kher Saheb
had been a servant of the Harijans and Adivasis ever since he had known
him. Now he had put on the crown of thorns and become the Premier of
Bombay. For Gandhiji his service to Harijans and Adivasis was more impor-
tant than anything else. In the bhajan Tukaram makes the devotee say that
he would prefer blindness to vision which could enable him to harbour evil
thoughts. Similarly, he would prefer deafness to hearing evil speech. He liked
only one thing, namely, the name of God.

The Hindustan Times, 23-10-1946

1 Omission as in the source

15



24. UN-ISLAMIC

Sheikh Saheb Hisam-ud-Din, former President of the All-
India Mayjlis-e-Ahrar, has issued the following to the Press:!

Maulana Saheb himself issued the following four days ago:?

The value of these statements lies not so much in the
numbers of Muslims supporting it, but in the fact that these
Muslims of undoubted repute in Islam have no hesitation in
condemning in unmeasured terms the nefarious deeds of the
Muslims in East Bengal. It would be wrong to stigmatize the
doers as goondas. These perpetrators of wrong are undoubted-
ly misled by men who should know better. There is little won-
der that the atrocities have taken place when one bears in mind
the poison that is instilled into the credulous minds of simple-
minded Muslims.

In order to meet the evil, the sane element in Islam must
not only speak out its mind, but act accordingly and prompt-
ly. It would be interesting to know whether the former Presi-
dent of the all India Majlis-e-Ahrar has been able to send the
contemplated body of volunteers to undo the mischief.

New Derui, October 23, 1946
Harijan, 3-11-1946

25. HOW VILLAGES CAN MANUFACTURE THEIR CLOTH

After reciting the scheme which I copied in the Hargjan of
August 14, 1946, from his letter to me, Shri Manu Subedar3
has given his argument in support of the scheme in the Rast
Rahbar. 1 copy below two relevant paragraphs from the inter-
esting article:*

Not only will the cloth produced under the above scheme be
cheaper than the black market, but it would be cheaper than the

1 & 2 Hisam-ud-Din and Abul Kalam Azad, in separate statements, not
reproduced here, had condemned the arson, murder and forcible conversions
in East Bengal as un-Islamic and called upon the Muslim majority there to
protect the Hindu minority.

3 Member, Central Legislative Assembly

4 Only extracts are reproduced here.
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HOW VILLAGES CAN MANUFACTURE THEIR CLOTH 17

mill cloth for the reason that many items, which go into the price of the
mill cloth to the consumer, would be eliminated. Amongst these are
profits of the mills and of the middleman distributor of cloth, the cost
of transport of cloth and cotton both ways, the cost of supervision and
management, and interest charges and depreciation. Since the labour
up to the stage of the yarn would be contributed and the labour charged
for weaving would be in kind, even in normal peace time cloth
produced under these conditions would be cheaper than factory
cloth. ...

I would invite the leaders to note that in the above scheme not
only is there co-operation under the guidance of the village Panch and
complete self-government, free from any interference of anybody outside,
but there is the seed of the kind of economic revolution which we seek
in this country. ... The amount of State assistance involved in the pro-
posal is so miserably small per head and is actually lower than the cost
incurred by the State for many other purposes for the benefit of other
groups and grades of the Indian population. The further advantage in
this scheme is that it would be automatic in so far as in some villages
it would take root quickly and they may want another bale inside a
month. In other villages it might take them three or four months. Some
of the villages will probably supply all their requirements by this method
in the next few months and may have something to spare, and indeed
I would not consider it wrong if cloth produced under these circum-
stances after it was found to be in excess of the requirement of the
village which has produced it, was made available in the larger cities
for sale to the general public. I would, however, sound a warning that
the scheme would break down if individual exploitation is permitted.
The surplus should not be dealt with except through the village collec-
tively and should not be brought to the city except through the Govern-
ment agency, which lands the bale at the door of the village. Nor
should it be sold in the cities except at the Government retail
shops. . ..

In a letter in Gujarati, Shri Subedar says:

If my scheme is not adopted, we may have the sorrow-
ful spectacle of womenfolk going without cover and therefore
remaining indoors.

The hard-heartedness which mill-owners and middlemen
have exhibited require some such immediate remedy as I
have suggested.

You have rightly said that the removal of the salt tax
will drive home to the millions of villagers the truth that
our Sarkar has now the reins of Government in its hands.
Will they not also realize this truth, if the villages have
86-2
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cotton delivered at their homes on the easiest terms pos-
sible so that with a little corporate labour they can clothe
themselves without difficulty?

New Derui, October 23, 1946

Harijan, 17-11-1946

26. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR
October 23, 1946

CHI. AMRIT,

Your letter. It would be tragic if you couldn’t go to Paris
because of obstinate boil. T[he] doctor in attendance can’t say
even that much! I am sure a good vaidya or, perhaps better
still, a hakim could prescribe an innocent ointment which
would bring it to a head and open it nicely and close the
opening within the limited time. Ramanama is the sovereign
remedy but it cannot be prescribed. It has to come of itself,
if it comes at all.

J.’s wound is nothing but Badshah’s is bad. It was a narrow
escape for the three.!

Love.

Baru

From the original: C. W. 3700. Courtesy : Amrit Kaur. Also G. N. 6509

27. LETTER TO RENUKA RAY

New DEeLHI,
October 23, 1946

DEAR RENUKAZ,

I am doing all I can about your question.

I am sorry about the illness of your brother’s child. Will
you need to stay on whilst there is work in Bengal? Of course,
you know where your duty lies for the moment.

1Jawaharlal Nehru, Abdul Ghaffar Khan and Dr. Khan Saheb, while
returning to Peshawar after a study-tour of tribal areas of the North-West
Frontier Province on October 21, were attacked by a mob. Abdul Ghaffar
Khan, who tried to protect Nehru, was injured more than the other two.

2 Congress worker and Vice-President of the Bengal Rehabilitation
Committee
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Rajkumari is no better. The boil is obstinate. The sur-
geon in Simla says it cannot yet be opened.

Yours,
Baru
Smt. RENUKA RAY
2 SAFDARJANG LANE
New Derm1

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

28. LETTER TO KUSUM DESAI

New DerHI,
October 23, 1946

CHI. KUSUM,

I do not know whether I shall be attending the Congress! this
time. So forget me. If you wish to go there, make your own
arrangements. At present, I am preparing for a tour of Bengal.

Blessings from
Baru
SuHr1 KusumBEHN DEsal
Meurta PoLE
BAroDA

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 1852

29. LETTER TO SUSHILA, ARUN AND SITA GANDHI

New DerHi,
October 23, 1946
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have your letter. The excerpts from Indian Opinion which
you send me are quite useful. So continue the practice. Most
probably I shall be going to Bengal in a day or two.

Sita will have recovered by now. I like her plan of rush-
ing to Manilal. But she must not give up what she has under-
taken. I will say she has rightly fulfilled her duty if she takes
up Manilal’s work in South Africa after completing her educa-
tion. Build up well your body and mind. Go only after you

1 To be held at Meerut from November 21 to 25
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have prepared yourself to leave the children in India. In the
meanwhile Manilal will carry on. It is natural that he should
want you and the children with him. But he has to restrain
himself.

It is good that your mother has returned. Take care of your
health. How is Tari!? I have written? again about uncertified
khadi. Do look it up. I did not realize that corruption has
gone so deep. There have been many other letters too.

My silence is more spiritual than physical. It does not irk
me; it pleases me. It saves me a lot of time. None of you are
to worry.

Blessings from
Baru

SusHiLA GANDHI
AxkoLaA

CHI. ARUN3,

I am glad that you wrote to me. How nice that you like to
study. Which do you like better, study or play? In which form
are you? What games do you play?

Has Ila* become less naughty? I shall see about the photo-
graphs.

CHI. SITA,
I shall save my time since I have already written enough

about you.
Blessings from

Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

30. INTERVIEW TO ANDREW FREEMAN 3

New DErHI,
[On or after October 23, 194616

ANDREW FREEMAN: Has the spinning-wheel a message for America?
Can it serve as a counter weapon to the atom bomb?

1 Tara Mashruwala, Sushila Gandhi’s sister

2 Vide Vol. LXXXV, pp. 492-3.

3& 4 Son and daughter of Manilal Gandhi

5 Extracted from Pyarelal’s “The Spinning-wheel and the Atom Bomb”

6 According to Pyarelal the interview took place after Freeman, of the
New York Post, returned from his assignment in the N. W. F. P. tour with
Nehru which was on October 23.
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caNDHIJI: I do feel that it has a message for the U. S. A.
and the whole world. But it cannot be until India has demon-
strated to the world that it has made the spinning-wheel its
own, which it has not done today. The fault is not of the wheel.
I have not the slightest doubt that the saving of India and of
the world lies in the wheel. If India becomes the slave of the
machine, then, I say, heaven save the world.

India has a far nobler mission, viz., to establish friendship
and peace in the world. Peace cannot be established through
mere conferences. Peace is being broken, as we all see, even
while conferences are being held.

A. F. It seems so tragic. India must lead the way and Indiais in turmoil.
If any country can really take up the wheel, it is India. Do you think it will?

6. It is doing so, but I confess the process is very slow.
Pandit Nehru called khadi the “livery of our freedom™. It
cannot be that so long as it is the consolation of cranks and
paupers only. There are many things that are not possible for
man to accomplish. But everything is possible for God. If there
is no living power called God, the spinning-wheel has no place.

A. F. Those who spin are not called cranks here.

G. No. I used that expression to anticipate what Americans
would say. I allow myself to be called by that name to protect
myself. I was described by a friend as a ‘practical idealist’.

A.F. As a fairly intelligent human being and an American I can only
say that though many Americans would call spinners cranks, there are not a
few who are thinking hard. Something has to be found that would save
civilization from destruction. Life must be simplified.

G. Human personality cannot be sustained in any other way.
I stand by what is implied in the phrase ‘Unto This Last’.
That book! marked the turning point in my life. We must do
even unto this last as we would have the world do by us. All
must have equal opportunity. Given the opportunity every
human being has the same possibility for spiritual growth. That
is what the spinning-wheel symbolizes.

A. F. Would you like the Americans to take to the spinning-wheel?

G. Yes. But I do not know whether it will be taken up by
anybody before it is well established here. If, on the other
hand, India adopts it for clothing itself, I won’t need to tell

1 By John Ruskin
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the world. It will adopt it of itself. Today there is such an
onslaught on India of Western machinery that for India to
withstand it successfully would be nothing short of a miracle.
I must confess that today everything seems to point to the con-
trary. Look at our internecine quarrels.

A. F. But you have not given up hope?

G. I cannot, so long as I have faith in that living Power
which is more with us than we know. But let me ask you a coun-
ter-question. Has America with all its Mammon-worship abolish-
ed unemployment, poverty, corruption, Tammany Hall ?

A. F. The answer is obvious.

¢. Has England? Has it not still to grapple with the prob-
lems that baffle her? It is a very curious commentary on the West
that although it professes Christianity, there is no Christianity
or Christ in the West or there should have been no war. That
is how I understand the message of Jesus. There is much
ignorance and superstition in India. But deep down in us is
that faith in God—the instinct for religion.

A. F. All newspapermen and others have sensed that. But I must confess
there are moments when I feel it is hopeless. Look at the recent attack on
Pandit Nehru in the tribal areas from which I have just returned, and the
happenings in East Bengal. You too must at times have felt the hopeless-
ness of it all. Would you say Islam has repudiated its teacher, as Chris-
tianity of today has its Jesus?

G. I have said so openly. Where is Mohammed and his
message which is peace? I said recently at a public gathering
that if Mohammed came to India today, he would disown many
of his so-called followers and own me as a true Muslim, as Jesus
would own me as a true Christian.

A. F. How can we bring men back to God or to the teaching of Jesus
or that of Mohammed?

G. I might give the answer that Jesus gave to one of his
followers: “Do the will of my Father who is in Heaven, not merely
say Lord, Lord!.”” That holds true of you, me and everybody. If
we have faith in the living God, all will be well with us. I hope
not to lose that faith even to my dying day. In spite of my
numerous failings and shortcomings of which I am but too well
aware, my faith in God is burning brighter every day. If it

1.S¢. Matthew, vi. 21
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did not, I would take the same prescription that I gave! to
women threatened with dishonour and with no prospect of help
or escape, viz., commit suicide.

A.F. Have you thought of the charkha as a therapeutic agent?

G. Yes. I have read some literature on the subject sent to
me by a Glasgow professor. A retired Superintendent of a jail in
Bengal too wrote to me describing the use of the spinning-
wheel for curing lunatics, particularly by virtue of the soothing
effect of its rhythmic motion.

Harijan, 17-11-1946

31. ABDUCTED GIRLS?

Q. You have called attention? to the fact that girls who are forcibly
abducted have not erred and that society would be wrong in penalizing
them. In further exposition of your views, would you tell us if any cere-
mony purporting to be one of marriage forced on unwilling victims of such
outrage, should be considered binding in any way, against the will of the
girls concerned? Is it not right that both society and the family should be
broad-minded enough to receive them back? In the case of unmarried girls
abducted or forced to undergo such mock ceremonies of marriage, should not
a special effort be made by society not only to reclaim them, but to help
them to contract marriage in the normal manner and thus be completely
vindicated and restored to the fold?

A. You are right. All you say follows from my remarks
referred to by you. I have no doubt that girls forcibly abduct-
ed have committed no crime, nor incurred any odium. They
deserve the pity and active help of every right-minded man.
Such girls should be received back in their homes with open
arms and affection, and should have no difficulty in being suit-
ably matched.

New Derni, October 24, 1946
Harijan, 3-11-1946

1 Vide Vol. LXXXV, p. 491.
2 This appeared under ‘‘Notes”.
3 Vide Vol. LXXXV, p. 503.



32. TELEGRAM TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA

New DevrHI,
October 24, 1946

SaTis BaBu
Kuapr PRATISHTHAN
15 COLLEGE SQUARE
CALCUTTA

NO  NECESSITY SPECIAL. SHALL WIRE DATE DEPARTURE.
Baru

From a photostat : G. N. 8913

33. LETTER TO MANU GANDHI

New DELHI,
October 24, 1946

CHI. MANUDI,

I replied the very next day to the letter you had sent. But
you could not have received it. It must have gone to Udaipur.

I got your letter today. I am sorry to hear that Shankar-
lal' is ill. It was good that both of you sisters went to Udai-
pur. Tell Shankarlal to get well soon. It does not behove a
scout to fall ill. He may take up any job but a scout does not
cease to be a scout.

Why should Umiya be unhappy? Bring her along. If you
yourself do not come, that is a different matter.

I am not sending for you to make you unhappy. Are you
afraid of me? I will never force you to do anything against
your wish. I always have your welfare at heart. I wish to see
you healthy and happy.

I have no time to write more.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati : M.M.U./24

1 Shankarlal Agrawal, husband of addressee’s elder sister Umiya Agrawal

24



34. LETTER TO MAHESH DATT MISHRA

October 24, 1946
CHI. MAHESH,

I have gone through your whole letter. Give up your in-
sistence on accompanying me to Calcutta at present. If I feel,
after reaching there, that your coming may be good, I shall
send for you. Now go home and get ready for Harijan. Improve
your health.

I admit my mistake about Harijan; forget it.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 6716. Also C.W. 4460. Courtesy :
Mahesh Datt Mishra

35. LETTER TO RAM NARAYAN DUBE

New DeLmi,
October 24, 1946

BHAI RAM NARAYAN DUBE,

I read your book on nature cure. It is packed with infor-
mation but there is much exaggeration. There is a “must” with
every instruction.

I passed on the book to a well-known wvaidya to read the
chapter on herbal science. He says that your claim cannot be
proved.

If it is so, the book needs to be drastically revised.

M. K. GanbuI

Surt Ram NaArRavaN Duse
PrRAKRITIK CHIKITSALAYA
BENARES

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal
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36. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

New DerHI,
October 24, 1946

CHI. AMRIT,

I am so glad the boil has been opened and it promises to
heal within time.

Jawaharlal was here when I got your letter. I showed it
to him.

Just about to go to the prayer.

It was good to have attended to the dictionary, so like
you.

Love.

Baru

From the original: C. W. 4182. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G. N. 7818

37. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

New DELHI,
October 24, 1946

Gandhiji told them? that it had already reached them. His own place,
he knew, was in Bengal. He assured them that the heart of every man and
woman who believed in God was bleeding for Bengal. He admonished them
for creating a disturbance at prayer-time and asked them to be calm and
join in the prayers. . ..

The regular prayer was not recited. Gandhiji said their minds were
not calm enough for it. Ramdhun was sung and as usual had a calming
effect on the gathering. Although the regular prayer had to be given up,
it was in his heart, said Gandhiji, and he was sure it would reach God.3

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”.

2 A crowd of excited young men carrying placards and shouting slogans
had come to demand redress for East Bengal and invaded the prayer ground
saying they wanted their voice to reach the members of the Working Com-
mittee which was meeting in Gandhiji’s room.

3 The following paragraph is reproduced from The Hindustan Times.
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He assured the audience that if members of the Interim Government
were convinced that even by offering their lives as a sacrifice they could put
a stop to the disturbances in East Bengal, not one of them would hesitate
to make that sacrifice.

Referring to the remark of the young man who had used the metaphor
of a house on fire,! Gandhiji said that the duty of the owner of the house
or his servant was that when the house was burning he should concentrate
on putting out the fire and not lose his head. He alluded to the legend
about King Janaka who remained calm and unperturbed when the report
was brought to him that his capital was burning, because he had done all
he possibly could before and after the accident and therefore could rest secure
in his faith in God. If he had lost his head and run to the place of acci-
dent, he would only have assisted the flames by distracting attention.

They were pained at the news of women’s suffering in East Bengal, said
Gandhiji. But they had so lost their heads that they had themselves failed
to be considerate towards the women in the audience. They had scared
them away from the prayer ground. They had occupied the place where
women sat every day. It was a strange way of demonstrating their sympathy
with the outraged womanhood of East Bengal. He hoped that they would
see the irony and inconsistency of it. Our women were easily scared away.
It was so more or less all the world over. He wanted our women to learn
to be brave. His advice to them to commit suicide rather than allow them-
selves to be dishonoured had been much misunderstood. They could keep
a dagger for self-defence if they wished to. But a dagger was no use against
overwhelming odds. He had advised them to take poison and end their lives
rather than submit to dishonour. Their very preparedness should make them
brave. No one could dishonour a woman who was fearless of death. They
had two ways of self-defence — to kill and be killed or to die without killing.
He could teach them the latter, not the former. Above all he wanted them
to be fearless. There was no sin like cowardice.

But there was a moral code even for those who believed in violence.
He did not wish them to copy the methods said to have been adopted in
East Bengal. They must have read Maulana Saheb’s statement and the state-
ment issued by the ex-President of the All India Majlis-e-Ahrar. They had
said that Islam did not permit forcible conversion or abduction and molesta-
tion of women.2

Harijan, 3-11-1946; also The Hindustan Times, 26-10-1946

1 Somebody had shouted that they could not pray when their house was
burning.
2 Vide also p. 16.



38. ENGLISH INTO HINDUSTANI!

This fortnightly attempt is proving its use. Its defects are
not unknown to me. It is a labour of love for the Rajkumari.
Insistence on such an effort was mine. I was anxious to give
to the lovers of the blend of Hindi and Urdu something ready-
made. The hope then was that the vocabulary will be the
joint effort of perhaps half a dozen co-workers. But it could
not be. It had to be made where I was. My lot happened to
be cast in Delhi. The attempt was not to be interrupted. The
Rajkumari took it up with rare passion. But she is no scholar
of Hindustani. She produces every fortnight what labour of
love can. When and if the labour is completed and the time
comes to publish the vocabulary in book form, it will undergo
revision and errors and defects will be removed. Friends will,
therefore, please continue to send their corrections and sugges-
tions which, where acceptable, will be adopted at the time of
revision. The chief thing to be borne in mind is that the stu-
dent may have by him a ready though not scholarly companion
to refer to in case of need.

New Derni, October 25, 1946
Harijan, 3-11-1946

39. PLUCKY STAND

Papers received from Natal contain among other things a
remarkable correspondence between the Mayoral Secretary of
Durban and the Natal Indian Congress Secretary. A commit-
tee has been formed for making arrangements for the royal visit
to Durban proposed to take place in the month of March next
year. The main committee has established a sub-committee to
deal with the question of joining the coloured and non-Euro-
pean sections of the population of Durban. For the purpose, the
Committee invited the Natal Indian Congress to appoint two
representatives to serve on the sub-committee so as to give their
advice and assistance to enable the Indian community to see
Their Majesties and the Royal Princesses.

1 This appeared under ‘‘Notes”.
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To this invitation the Joint Hon. Secretary of the Natal
Indian Congress (Meer Saheb) sent the following plucky reply
on the 1lth September last:

I am directed by my Executive to state that while the Indian
community has the greatest respect for Their Majesties and the Royal
Princesses, it must be noted that the Indians of South Africa are at
the present moment passing through the most critical period in their
history. A series of colour discriminatory Acts depriving us of our
elementary human rights during the last half century has culminated
in the passing of the Asiatic Land Tenure and Indian Representation
Act, 1946, passed in the teeth of the strongest opposition ever voiced
by our community. The action of the Union Government in thus
oppressing a voteless section of its population has plunged the whole
Indian community in a state of grave unrest. Recent trends in colour
legislation leave no room for doubt as to what is in store for people of
colour in this country. The colour of a man’s skin has become the
sole criterion of judging human qualities.

As a result of all this the Indian community of South Africa re-
solved on the 13th June, 1946 to launch a campaign of passive resist-
ance against colour discrimination in the laws of this country. This
peaceful protest still goes on and 627 of our people, including na-
tional leaders like Dr. Yusuf Dadoo and Dr. G. M. Naicker, have been
sent to jail where they are treated like common criminals. Some of
them have served their sentences and have been released after being
subjected to inhuman treatment, but hundreds still remain behind
prison bars and many more continue to be sent to prison daily.

While the Indian community finds itself in such an unhappy
situation in a part of His Majesty’s Empire, it is most unreasonable
to expect Indians to participate in any rejoicing or celebrations in
honour of Royalty. In the circumstances we cannot but suggest that
you advise Their Majesties to postpone their visit until such time as
there is peace and goodwill in South Africa between the rulers and
the ruled, the White and the non-White, the represented and the un-
represented, the privileged and under-privileged, so that all who
constitute the South African nation can equally share, not only its

burdens, but also its rewards.

The Natal Indian Congress Executive is to be congratu-
lated on the reply. The Royal visit can evoke no feeling of joy
among those who are fighting for their self-respect in South
Africa in the making of which they have had no mean share.
Let us hope that the Royal visit will be postponed to a more
propitious time when the colour bar has become a thing of the
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past. Such self-denial on the part of Their Majesties will be
quite in keeping with the direction which the King and Queen

recently issued to substitute in the National Anthem the follow-
ing new verses:

Nor on this land alone,
But be God’s mercies known,
From shore to shore.
Lord make the nations see,
That men should brothers be,
And form one family,
The wide world o’er.

for the antiquated and indefensible verses:

Oh, Lord our God arise,
Scatter his enemies,
and make them fall.
Confound their politics,
Frustrate their knavish tricks.
On Thee our hopes we fix,
God save us all.

New Derni, October 25, 1946
Harijan, 3-11-1946

40. A WISE STEP

Shri G. D. Tapase, Minister for Backward Classes (Bom-
bay) has sent me a copy of the Bombay Harijan (Removal of
Social Disabilities) Act just passed by the Bombay Legislature.
I give below the most relevant clauses:

3. Notwithstanding anything contained in any instrument or any
law, custom or usage to the contrary, no Harijan shall merely on the
ground that he is a Harijan—

(a) be ineligible for office under any authority constituted under
any law; or

(b) be prevented from—

(i) having access to or using any river, stream, spring, well,
tank, cistern, water-tap or any bathing place, burial or cremation
ground, any sanitary convenience, any road, or pathway which
the members of all other castes and classes of Hindus have a
right to use or have access to;
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(i) having access to or using any public conveyance licensed
by the Provincial Government or any local authority to ply for
hire;

(iii) having access to or using any building, well, cistern or
place used for charitable or public purposes maintained wholly or
partially out of the revenues of the Province or the funds of a
local authority;

(iv) having access to a place of public amusement or a
place of public entertainment;

(v) having access to a shop which the members of all other
castes and classes of Hindus have a right to have access to;

(vi) having access to or using any place set apart or main-
tained for the use of Hindus generally but not for the use of any
particular section or class thereof;

(vii) enjoying any benefit under a charitable trust created
for the benefit of Hindus generally but not for the benefit of any
particular section or class thereof.
3A. No person in charge of any of the places referred to in

sub-clauses (i), (iii), (iv), (v) and (vi) or any conveyance referred to
in sub-clause (ii), or clause (b) of Section 3 shall impose any restric-
tions on a Harijan or act in a manner as to result in discrimination
against him.

4. No court shall in adjudicating any matter or executing any
order recognize any custom or usage imposing any civil disability on
any Harijan merely on the ground that he is a Harijan.

5. No local authority shall in carrying out the functions and
duties entrusted to it under any law recognize any custom or usage
referred to in Section 4.

6. Whoever—

(a) prevents any person, by reason of his being a Harijan, from
having access to or using any of the places referred to in sub-clauses
(i), (i), (iv), (v) and (vi) or any conveyance referred to in sub-
clause (ii) of clause (b) of Section 3 or from enjoying any benefit under
a charitable trust referred to in sub-clause (vii) of clause (b) of the
said Section or abets the prevention thereof; or

(b) imposes any restriction on a Harijan or acts in a manner so
as to result in discrimination against him or abets any person to impose
such restriction or to act in such manner shall, on conviction, be puni-
shed with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months
or with fine which may extend to Rs. 200 or with both.

7. If any person who has been convicted of any offence punish-
able under this Act is again guilty of the same offence, he shall be
punished on the second conviction with imprisonment for a term which
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may extend to six months or with a fine which may extend to Rs. 500
or with both and if he is again so guilty shall be punished on the third
or any subsequent conviction with imprisonment for a term which may
extend to one year and shall also be liable to fine which may extend
to Rs. 1,000.

The author of the measure has kindly supplied me with
the text of his speech delivered on his introducing the measure.
From it T note below the most poignant passages.

This untouchability amounts to irrationality. As soon as a Hari-
jan is born, untouchability applies to him. ... As a Harijan he is
born, as a Harijan he lives all through his life and as a Harijan he
dies. . . . However clean he may be, however wise he may be, how-
ever superior he may be, to the so-called orthodox Hindus, he is not
a superior being. The worse of it is that even after his death his dust
and ashes are not allowed to mingle with the dust and ashes of the
others. . . . The agonies of the untouchable are further aggravated by
the fact that he is treated as an untouchable not only by the caste
Hindus but even by Christians, Muslims and others. . . . To my mind
the Bill gives a sanad, a charter, to the Harijans for the exercise of cer-
tain social, civic, fundamental rights.

It is worthy of note that the Bill was passed without op-
position worth the name from the Hindu side. That is a good
augury for the successful working of the Act. And yet it would
not do to be over-sanguine about it. Unfortunately for us, we
know that we pass resolutions by acclamation and allow them
to become dead letter. The greatest vigilance will have to be
exercised by the Government and the reformers in the strict
enforcement of the law.

It is no use blinking the fact that the reign of irrationality
referred to by the author of the relief bill is still very much to
the fore in India. It is not merely in regard to untouchability
but many other things. Reformers, therefore, have to watch the
demon and utilize their watchfulness, courtesy and tact in
dealing with those who are possessed by the demon.

New Derui, October 25, 1946
Harijan, 3-11-1946



41. “AMONG THE SAVARAS OF ORISSA™!

The moral is that basic education, i. e., education through
craft, is the education that India needs.

New Derni, 25-10-1946
Harijan, 24-11-1946

42. LETTER TO §J. P. BHANSALI

October 25, 1946
CHI. BHANSALI,

You are impatient. You will definitely be offered in sacri-
fice at the proper time. In my opinion Pushpa? is not yet fully
trained. Everyone should be given sufficient time.

We shall know more about the situation in Bengal after
I reach there. If necessary I will write from there.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 9276

43. LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR

New Derui,
October 25, 1946

CHI. KAKA,

I have your letter. I do not at all remember what I said to
Jainendra. Whatever I may have said, it is not certain whether
I shall or can go to Meerut.*> I do not know what purpose
I shall serve if I do go there. I am also of the opinion that

1 The report by A. V. Thakkar under this title is not reproduced here.
It gave an account of the efforts made by a social worker to attract Savara
children to school and the difficulty the parents had in sparing the children
from the various chores they were required to do.

2 Pushpa Desai

3 For the annual session of the Indian National Congress
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there should not be too many meetings on the occasion and if
there are, everyone should not attend all of them. You may,
therefore, give your own independent opinion.

I understand about Nanavatil. I had expected it.

Gajanan? has his own ways, and so has Babu Kamath.

I have been reduced to the position of Trishankud. I am
hanging in mid air. I do not know whether I shall go to Bengal
or continue here or go to Sevagram.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 10978

44. LETTER TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH

New DeLHI,
October 25, 1946

CHI. NARAHARI,
I have your letter. Since you seem to have made up your
mind, I will not interfere. No doubt you will be useful wherever
you are. Your arguments do appeal to me. If I had any say
in the matter, I would have asked you to wait till I reached
Sevagram. But I do not insist on that, either. I do not know
where Fate will take me. Let Him decide.
It is good that Vanamala* is staying on for the present.
It is all right about M.’s’ daily diary. You must fully
recover.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S. N. 9145

! Amritlal T. Nanavati

2 Gajanan Naik

3 Character in mythology who found himself suspended between earth
and heaven

4Vanamala N. Parikh, addressee’s daughter

5 Munnalal G. Shah



45. LETTER TO G. D. TAPASE

New DeLHI,
October 25, 1946

BHAI TAPASE,

I have your letter of October 4, 1946. Thanks. I have
been able to reach it only today. I am giving the relevant
parts in the Harijan papers.!

It should be properly implemented.

Blessings from
M. K. GanbpHI

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

46. LETTER TO DEVPRAKASH NAYYAR
October 25, 1946

CHI. DEV,
It is not required of you to go to Bengal just now. I did
wish you to be with me during the holidays. My visit to Ben-
gal has not yet been finalized. Of course, my heart is there.
Here also there has been enough work. There is no need to
decide anything in haste. Enough if you know that the work
you have taken up there is not quite simple.
Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Hindi. Courtesy : National Archives of India

1 Vide pp. 30-2.
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47. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

New DeLmi,
October 25, 1946

India is passing through a difficult time. As a matter of
fact the whole world is passing through a crisis and India is no
exception. What help do we need to meet this crisis?

According to the teaching of the Gita the first requisite for spiritual
conduct was fearlessness. On New Year’s Day people made some good
resolve. He wanted them to make a firm resolve to shed all fear. Without
fearlessness all other virtues were turned into dust. Attainment of truth or
non-violence was impossible without fearlessness.

Fearlessness did not mean arrogance or aggressiveness. That in itself
was a sign of fear. Fearlessness presupposed calmness and peace of mind.
For that it was necessary to have a living faith in God.

In the song that had been sung before them, Gandhiji concluded, the
devotee says that divorced from God, he is a most worthless creature. God
is his refuge all along. He who takes refuge in God has no fear.

Harijan, 3-11-1946

48. SIND BANS “SATYARTH PRAKASH”

One had thought that the ban on Satyarth Prakash had lapsed,
never to be renewed.? But the hope was a dupe. Here is the
renewed ban:

Whereas it appears to the Government of Sind that Chapter XIV
of the book in Sindhi entitled Satyarth Prakash contains matter which
promotes feelings of enmity or hatred between different classes of His
Majesty’s subjects—

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 99-A
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, the Government of Sind
hereby declares to be forfeited to His Majesty every copy wherever
found of the book in Sindhi entitled Satyarth Prakash written by Swami
Dayanand Saraswati and published by Professor Tarachand D. Gajra,
M.A., on behalf of the Pratinidhi Sabha, Sind, Karachi, and all other

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”
2 The ban had lapsed on September 30, 1946.
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documents containing copies, reprints or translations of, or extracts
from, Chapter XIV of the said book on the grounds that in the said
chapter the author (a) ridicules some of the religious beliefs of the
Muslims; (b) misrepresents and reviles the teachings of the Koran; (c)
attacks and belittles the authority of the Prophet Mohammed; and
(d) generally contains matter calculated to hurt and which hurts, the
religious susceptibilities of Muslims.

It is wider in application than before. The lapsed ban made
it criminal to print or publish the book containing Chapter
XIV. The renewed ban makes the possession of such a copy a
crime. I cannot help feeling that the ban is senseless and is
calculated to wound the susceptibilities of the Arya Samajists all
the world over. Satyarth Prakash enjoys the same status for 40
lakhs of Arya Samajists as the Koran for the Muslims and the
Bible for the Christians. It is possible to understand a ban on
contemporaneous controversial literature, though at this time of
the day popular Governments are reluctant even then to use
their power. But it seems to be mischievous to ban a scriptural
book. I would, therefore, urge the Sind Government to with-
draw the ban in question. The Sindhi translation of Satyarth
Prakash is not a new publication. Is it to be contended that a
book that has passed through so many editions and has been
translated in most of the languages of the world has been now
found to contain matter ‘“which promotes feelings of enmity or
hatred between different classes of His Majesty’s subjects’’? The
virtue of toleration is never strained, especially in matters of re-
ligion. Differences of religious opinion will persist to the end of
time; toleration is the only thing that will enable persons belong-
ing to different religions to live as good neighbours and friends.
Religion never suffers by reason of the criticism—fair or foul—
of critics; it always suffers from the laxity or indifference of its
followers.

New Derni, October 26, 1946
Hargjan, 3-11-1946



49. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

New DerHI,
October 26, 1946

CHI. AMRIT,
This is just a line under great pressure of work. I do hope
you will not be in a hurry to see the cut healed. Let it take
its course. It will be the shortest.
I leave tomorrow morning.
Love.
Baru

From the original : C. W. 4184. Courtesy : Amrit Kaur. Also G. N. 7820

50. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

New DerHI,
October 26, 1946

CHI. AMRIT,

You do not acknowledge my letter in yours of today. I
have never missed a day.

I do hope your cut will heal by the time you are ready to
fly and that you will be able to leave without any harm to the
body.

We leave for Calcutta on Monday.

Herewith a letter from Shanta.

Love.

Baru

From the original : C. W. 4183. Courtesy : Amrit Kaur. Also G. N. 7819
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51. LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH
October 26, 1946

CHI. MUNNALAL,

I got your letter. I must have myself opened your letter if
you had marked it ‘Personal’. I must have thought of answering
it; but it would appear owing to pressure of other work I was
not able to do so.

You can, of course, join in my work. You must accept a
salary for that. There is nothing wrong or shameful in your
having become a householder. You should do what all others
do. All I suggest is that if you accept less than your market
price, it will be tantamount to not accepting a salary. Your
needs can never be many. Where then is the problem? Stop
thinking too much and engross yourself in whatever you consider
your duty. All my plans have been upset now. Whatever I can
do from Bengal is all that is possible.

I am likely to leave for Bengal on Monday. I will do there
what God prompts me to do. I shall be on my test. Under
these circumstances, give up the idea of staying near me and
engage yourself in some service. You need not consult Kanchan!
in this matter. She will be agreeable to whatever you do. You
have to decide by yourself.

It is surprising that Kanchan has not written. The first
delivery is often difficult. It is for you to decide what is your
duty in this matter. I would not know. The decision whether
you should stay with her or away from her rests with you two.

I have written these lines on the basis of what I remember
of the contents of your letter. Do not write ‘Personal’ hence-
forth. Let the whole world know the facts.

Blessings from
Bapu

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 8400 and 8399

1 Addressee’s wife
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52. LETTER TO KRISHNADAS GANDHI

New DeLHI,
October 26, 1946

CHI. KRISHNADAS!,

I have your letter. I agree that we should not demand yarn
against [the sale of | such items as cotton-mats, carpets, webbing
tape, etc.

Similarly, it seems right not to ask for yarn against khadi
required for hospitals and such other institutions.

Tell Jajuji that I have his letter. Perhaps it would be only
proper for Rajaji? not to say anything because he is in the
Government. I am writing® to Pattabhi.

Blessings from
Baru

SyT. KrisuNADAS GANDHI
SEVAGRAM

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

53. LETTER T0 P. G. MATHEW

October 26, 1946

BHAI MATHEW,
Rajkumari is at Simla. She is giving herself a rest. No
letters are sent there. Why grieve over the passing of your
mother? She has been freed from pain. I am going to Bengal.
Blessings from
Baru

Pror. P. G. MATHEW
SACRED HEART’s COLLEGE
THEVARA

ErNaARULAM

From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 1546

1 Son of Chhaganlal Gandhi

2 C. Rajagopalachari, who was in charge of Education and Arts in the
Interim Government since October 6

3 Vide p. 46.
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54. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

New DerHI,
October 26, 1946

Gandhiji said that the late Shri Mahadev Desai had rendered the song
into Gujarati.2 The burden of the song, commented Gandhiji, was that
the devotee should have the strength to walk alone in the face of difficulties
however great. If he realized that God was ever with him, he would not
feel lonely. The bhajan was not meant for evil-doers. They could not walk
alone.

The League members, he continued, had come into the Cabinet. He
hoped that they had come with the firm resolve to make a success of their
business. The Government of the country lay in the hands of these four-
teen men3. They had to find food and clothing, provide for the education
of the crores and fair transport facilities for them and be responsible for the
peace and order in the country. He said:

Let us all pray that they will be able to work as one team
and all their dealings will be above board and corruption and
jobbery would be things of the past.

Gandhiji then reminded the audience of the Charkha Mandals that
had been established in Delhi. Only those who had learnt all the processes
beginning with the separation of cotton seeds and ending with spinning
could become members. Tomorrow there would be an examination for them.
Those who knew the processes could take part in the examination. Cotton
would be supplied to them when they came. The rest of the equipment
they should bring with them.

The organizers had not been able to procure enough cotton as yet.
Cotton ginned in mills was easy to obtain but it was no good for tunai.
For that they required cotton as it came from the pod. The examinees were

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter” in Harijan. The opening
sentence and the last two paragraphs are from The Hindustan Times.

2 The reference is to Rabindranath Tagore’s song ‘Ekla Chalo Re’. It was
sung by the poet’s grand-niece, Nandita Kripalani.

3 Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendra Prasad, Asaf Ali,
Baldev Singh, Jagjivan Ram, John Matthai, C. Rajagopalachari, C. H.
Bhabha, Liaquat Ali Khan, I. I. Chundrigar, Abdul Rab Nishtar, Ghazan-
far Ali Khan and Jogendra Nath Mandal
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free to bring their own cotton to avoid disappointment in case of failure to
procure it. They should learn the lesson of the bhajan to stand alone.

Harijan, 3-11-1946; and The Hindustan Times, 27-10-1946

55. WHO CAN BE A TRUSTEE?!
The purpose for which the A.I.S.A. has been created is

so vast and great that the qualifications to be a trustee of the
A.I. S. A. require careful consideration. In my opinion they
should be as below:

I. No one should be a trustee merely in name or for the
sake of name. A trustee should have the faith that in a country
like India where crores remain unemployed for four to six
months in the year, everybody can easily be clad in self-spun
cloth and need not touch any other if all those who are phy-
sically fit spin for a reasonable time every day, say on an ave-
rage for an hour every day.

2. A trustee who has this unshakable faith will spin
regularly to set a good example to others and for the satisfaction
of contributing his or her mite to the service of the country.

3. He or she will try his or her best to attune his or her
life with the life in the villages of India.

4. India is made of villages, but our intelligentsia has
neglected them. A trustee of the A.I. S. A. would try his or
her utmost to remedy the handicaps from which our village life
suffers. In doing so he or she should remember that village life
must not become a copy or appendage of city life. The cities
have to adopt the pattern of village life and subsist for the
villages.

5. If a trustee’s husband is connected with the mill in-
dustry, she should engage a weaver out of her personal money
to weave yarn spun by herself or her friends and relatives and
use the cloth thus produced. A trustee should read all the lit-
erature about hand-spinning and hand-weaving and understand
the economic and moral significance of the cloth-making indus-
try. He or she should know that it is possible to make it uni-
versal and explain it to others.

6. A trustee should study and understand the history of
the A.I.S.A. from the beginning to date and from it should

1 The Gujarati original of this appeared in Harijanbandhu, 3-11-1946.
The translation reproduced here has been revised so as to bring it into con-
formity with the original.
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learn how the various processes connected with cotton, i. e., card-
ing, spinning and weaving, have been revolutionized.

I have given my views as suggestions. They cannot be
obligatory. I shall welcome all helpful suggestions by way of
amendment or addition.

New Derni, October 27, 1946
Harijan, 3-11-1946

56. TELEGRAM TO AMRIT KAUR

New Dermi,
October 27, 1946

Rajxkumarr AmriT KAur
MANORVILLE

SumMER HirLr

SiMLA

GLAD PROGRESSING. NO WORRY. ADDRESS KHADI
PRATISHTHAN, COLLEGE  SQUARE. LOVE  ALL.
Baru

From the original : C W. 4143. Courtesy : Amrit Kaur. Also G. N. 7452

57. LETTER TO SARALADEVI A. SARABHAI

New Dermi,
October 27, 1946

CHI. SARALABEHN,
I had told you that I would send you my views regard-
ing a trustee. I could not manage it earlier. But now I have
written! something for Harijanbandhu and I am sending to you a
copy. I see in it nothing that you cannot do. I shall therefore
await your consent.
Tomorrow I leave for Bengal. I shall get your letter if
you address it to Khadi Pratishthan, College Square, Calcutta.
How nice if Nirmalabehn were recovering.
Blessings from
Baru
SARALABEHN SARABHAI
AHMEDABAD

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Vide p. 42.



58. LETTER TO FIVANJI D. DESAI

New DeLni,
October 27, 1946

CHI. JIVANJI (DESAI),
Is there any hitch in working out this amalgamation (of
the Sasta Sahitya [Mandal] and the Navajivan Trust) ?
Blessings from
Baru
[PS.]
(The suggestion is from Sjt. Manu Subedar.)

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

59. LETTER TO BABUBHAI FHAVERI

New DevrHI,
October 27, 1946

BHAI BABUBHAI,
You should let your wife do what she thinks right. I see
no point in dragging her to court. I have torn up the letter.

Blessings from
M. K. GAnDHI

SjT. BABUBHAI JHAVERI
248 Dosmiwapa’s PoLE
AHMEDABAD

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
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60. LETTER TO SHANTILAL A. THAKKAR

New DerHi,

October 27, 1946

BHAI SHANTILAL,

I have your pathetic letter. If your repentance is genuine,
you have started life anew. Seek satsang! if you can. If you
cannot have satsang of people, read good books and meditate.
You should give up pleasures and pastimes, but not exercise,
asanas, etc., which are necessary for building up the body.

I am not available now. Nor am I useful any more for
such work.

Blessings from
M. K. GanbHI
SHANTILAL AMRITLAL THAKKAR
Dossa Jivan’s CHAWL
New Haxuman LANE
BoMBAY

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

61. LETTER TO LILAVATI MUNSHI

New DerHi,
October 27, 1946

CHI. LILAVATI (MUNSHI),

I have your letter. I like your idea. But for the time
being you or people like you will not be going with me.
I have no idea what God wants me to do. I shall see my way
after I reach there. And if I feel the need, I may write to
you or send a wire.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Company of the good
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62. LETTER TO NANABHAI

New DerHI,
October 27, 1946

BHAI NANABHAI AND BROTHERS AND SISTERS,

I had your letter. Yours seems to be a laudable effort.
It was nice of you to have sent the skein of yarn. Carry the
work forward with the help of Bhai Diwanji.

Blessings from
Baru

Buar NANABHAI
GanpHl KuTir
Karap1 (Dist. SURrAT)

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

63. LETTER TO DR. B. PATTABHI SITARAMAYYA
October 27, 1946

BHAI PATTABHI,
It would be well if you issued a statement! to the effect
that the attack on [ the policy of ] not having any new mills
in Madras was not proper.
I am going to Bengal.
Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Vide also p. 40.
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64. LETTER TO SARASWATI GANDHI
October 27, 1946

CHI. SARU (SARASWATI),

I am able to write only this much while preparing to go
to Calcutta. I got your letter. Kanti! is doing well. You too
are growing wise. May you both make progress, enjoy long
lives and always render service.

Blessings to all three of you from
Baru

Surr Kanti GANDHI
BANGALORE

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

65. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING?

New DeLmI,
October 27, 1946

Speaking before the evening prayer gathering on Sunday last at New Delhi,
Gandhiji said that he was leaving for Calcutta the following morning. He
did not know when God would bring him again to Delhi. He wanted to go
to Noakhali from Calcutta. It was a difficult journey and he was in poor
health. But one had to do one’s duty and trust in God to make the way
smooth. It was not that God necessarily and always removed hardships from
one’s path, but He always enabled one to bear them.

He did not want anyone to come to the station. India had given him
enough affection. It needed no further demonstration.

He was not going to Bengal to pass judgment on anybody. He was
going there as a servant of the people and he would meet Hindus and Mus-
lims alike. Some Muslims looked upon him as an enemy today. They had
not done so always. But he did not mind their anger. Were not his own
religionists angry with him at times? From the age of seventeen he had
learnt the lesson that all mankind, be they of any nationality, colour or
country, were his own kith and kin. If they were God’s servants, they had
to become servants of all His creation.

1 Addressee’s husband
2 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”
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It was in that capacity that he was going to Bengal. He would tell
them that Hindus and Muslims could never be enemies. They were born
and brought up in India and they had to live and die in India. Change
of religion could not alter that fundamental fact. If some people liked to
believe that change of religion changed one’s nationality also, even then they
need not become enemies.

Suffering of women had always melted his heart. He wanted to go
to Bengal and wipe their tears and put heart into them if he could. In
Calcutta he would try to see the Governor and the Prime Minister Mr.
Suhrawardy and then proceed to Noakhali.

He was proceeding under auspices none too happy. He referred to
the ugly demonstration before the Viceroy’s House on the day before when
Jawaharlalji and some of his colleagues in the Interim Government were
abused and insulted. It was bad. Why should such things happen when
the two parties, the Muslim League and the Congress, had formed a coali-
tion at the Centre? Praise or abuse made no difference to the leaders who
wanted to serve them to the best of their ability. But the people had to
behave.

Let us all still pray and hope that all the Ministers will be
able to work as a team. If India can speak with one voice, she
will be the greatest country in the world and every true Indian
must wish her to attain that status.!

Gandhiji told the audience that about 30 men and women had taken
part in the spinning examination held in the afternoon. The cotton had
been procured. God always enabled one to procure the means for a good
project. He (Gandhiji) himself had joined them in spinning and had spun
the slivers prepared by them. It was a noble sight. They all knew their
job and went about it in perfect quiet. The music of a well-running wheel
or wheels was most soothing for the mind and the spirit. All those who
took part in the spinning were well-to-do people. They did it as a sacri-
ficial act. A number of such mandals were being established to popularize the
idea of sacrificial spinning. The whole conception and the demonstration of
it that he saw that day were beautiful.

Harijan, 10-11-1946; and The Hindustan Times, 28-10-1946

1 What follows is reproduced from The Hindustan Times.



66. DISCUSSION WITH DIRECTOR OF BRITISH DAILY!

New DeLHI,
[Before October 28, 194672

caNDHIJI: We are today suffering from a double evil—
suppression of facts and concoction.

DIRECTOR: It does not pay to emphasize news about riots. My paper
does not.

But Gandhiji told him that he and his paper would be doing a real
service to India not by suppressing relevant facts but by presenting them
truthfully, without bias or prejudice. He said:

Truth never damages a cause that is just.

Replying to another question as to when the present trouble would end,
Gandhiji remarked that it was bound to go, though he did not see any signs
of abatement just yet. He added:

There are interested parties fomenting it. Mine may be a
voice in the wilderness today, but I maintain that so long as
British troops are here, both Hindus and Mussalmans will con-
tinue to look up to them for help and the trouble will continue.
Nothing worse could happen to a people struggling to be free.

This shocked the British conscience of the friend. He asked: ‘“The
Britisher would like his troops to go out quicker. Who obstructs?”’

Who else but the British themselves, unless you can show
that it is physically impossible to effect immediate withdrawal.

After some parrying the friend admitted that the British commercial
and other vested interests in India and their henchmen stood in the way
of their withdrawal. He was, however, still doubtful as to the function of
British troops in the maintenance of law and order. ‘‘You say there can
be no peace while they are here. Yet every day there is an increasing de-
mand for them for the maintenance of peace. The complaint is that they
are not sufficiently used.”

I Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘A Friendly Overture”. Pyarelal explains
that ‘““a Director of an influential British daily paper had come to see
Gandhiji at New Delhi and told him that his paper was anxious to do a
friendly turn to India”.

2 Gandhiji left New Delhi for Calcutta on the morning of October 28,
1946.
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G. That is the very reason why they should be withdrawn.
Their presence, in my opinion, does not act as a preventive
measure but becomes punitive. Where they are used to maintain
law and order, it is after the trouble. Future historians will
bear this out. Order will be restored in East Bengal too. But
after what slaughter, what suffering? No, the British troops are
in India not to protect India but to protect British interests
which were imposed on India and which are now so well
entrenched that even the British Government cannot dislodge
them. The British did not come here as philanthropists, nor is
there any altruism in their continued stay here or the continu-
ation of their troops, all that might be claimed to the contrary
notwithstanding.

p: How do you think the succession of war such as we have witnessed
of late can be stopped?

G. I have no doubt that unless big nations shed their de-
sire for exploitation and the spirit of violence of which war is the
natural expression and atom bomb the inevitable consequence,
there is no hope for peace in the world. I tried to speak out
during the war and wrote open letters to the British peoplel, to
Hitler? and to the Japanese® and was dubbed a fifth columnist
for my pains.

p: But non-violence might take a long time to act. But for the
Second Front there probably would have been no Russia.

G. All these are arguments dictated by reason. It is not
permitted me to think in these terms or else I would be denying
my faith which today burns brighter than ever in spite of all the
bitter experiences that I have had. History provides us with a
whole series of miracles of masses of people being converted to a
particular view in the twinkling of an eye. Take the Boer War.
It has given to the English language the word ‘Maffeking’. People
went mad on the Maffeking Day. Yet inside of two years the whole
British nation underwent a transformation. Henry Campbell-
Bannerman became the Premier and practically all the gains of
war were given up. The recent labour victory at the polls was
another instance in point. To me it is a sufficient miracle that
in spite of his oratory and brilliance, Churchill should cease to
be the idol of the British people who till yesterday hung on his

1 Vide Vol. LXXII, pp. 229-31.
2 Vide Vol. LXXIII, pp. 253-5.
3 Vide Vol. LXXVI, pp. 309-12.
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lips and listened to him in awe. All these instances are enough to
sustain the faith of a believer like me that when all other powers
are gone, one will remain, call it God, Nature or whatever
you like.

His own faith in the triumph of non-violence he likened to that of the
witnesses in the Second Coming of Christ. It was to take place within the
lifetime of the witnesses though it has taken two thousand years and yet
remains a distant dream. Faith could think in no other terms.

Harijan, 10-11-1946

67. TELEGRAM TO SIND HARIJAN SEVAK SANGH!
[On or before October 28, 1946

SEPARATE ELECTORATES ARE IMPOSSIBLE. BUT RESERVATION
OF CERTAIN SEATS SUBJECT TO MERIT IS DESIRABLE.

The Hindu, 30-10-1946

68. CABLE TO VIJAYALAKSHMI PANDIT
[On or before October 28, 194612

GOD HAS CROWNED YOUR EFFORT WITH SUCCESS.?
CONGRATULATE CHAGLA* ON MY BEHALF. THE RESULT
WILL HEARTEN OUR PEOPLE IN SOUTH AFRICA.

The Bombay Chronicle, 29-10-1946

1 The news report under the date-line Karachi, October 28, said: . . .
The Sind Provincial Scheduled Castes’ Federation had submitted a memo-
randum to the Sind Government demanding representation for Scheduled
Castes on the local bodies in the province. The Sind Government sought
the views of the Sind Harijan Sevak Sangh over the memorandum and the
Sangh in turn sought Gandhiji’s advice.”

2 The cable was reported under the date-line October 28, 1946.

3 The reference is to U. N. Steering Committee’s decision against Gen.
Smuts’s proposal to omit from the agenda the South-Africa Indian question,
which he argued was a domestic problem and not within the jurisdiction
of the General Assembly. The addressee led the Indian delegation to the
U.N. O.

4 M. C. Chagla, a member of the delegation



69. TALK WITH A FRIEND

New Dermi,
[On or before October 28, 19467

I do not know what I shall be able to do there. All I
know is that I won’t be at peace with myself unless I go there.

There are two kinds of thoughts—idle and active. There
may be myriads of the former swarming in one’s brain. They
do not count. But one pure, active thought proceeding from
the depth and endowed with all the undivided intensity of one’s
being, becomes dynamic and works like a fertilized ovum.

He was averse to putting a curb on the spontaneous urge which he
felt within him to go to the people of Noakhali.

Harijan, 10-11-1946

70. LETTER TO SUMITRA GANDHI

New DeLHi,
October 28, 1946
CHI. SUMIZ,

I had your note. Didn’t you go to Kashi a little early? I am
today taking the train to Calcutta. I don’t know how long I shall
have to be there or what is going to happen there. But then,
what have we to do with that? Let us live as God wills and go
on doing His bidding. He has already shown us what we should
do ! You are studying, aren’t you? Tell me.

The rest in my letter? to Sita. Both the letters are for both of you.

Blessings from
Baru
SuMmiTRA GANDHI
BANARrAs

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”. According to Pyarelal
Gandhiji was having an ‘‘argument with a very esteemed friend who made
an eleventh-hour effort to dissuade him from setting out on such a long
journey just then”. Gandhiji however left Delhi on October 28, 1946.

2 Daughter of Ramdas Gandhi

3 This is not traceable.
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71. LETTER TO SHANKARLAL G. BANKER

New DeLmI,
October 28, 1946

CHI. SHANKARLAL,

I have sat down to write letters after the morning prayer.
I have your letter before me, as also Anasuyabehn’s!.

I am getting ready for Bengal. I will be doing there what
God commands. I wish to be there as long as He wills. I
hope you are calm. You should be. How do you spend
your time?

My address will be: Khadi Pratishthan, College Square,
Calcutta. But I want to go on to Noakhali.

Blessings from
Baru

SHANKARLAL BANKER
AHMEDABAD

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

72. LETTER TO BRIFJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA
October 28, 1946

CHI. BRAJKRISHNA,

I think it useless for you to come to Bengal at present.
Your health is not such that it can bear the strain. Otherwise
also, there is work to be done here. I do not know what the
conditions there will be like.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 2495

1 Anasuyabehn Sarabhai
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73. A LETTER

O~ THE TRAIN TO CALCUTTA,
October 28, 1946

DEAR FRIEND,

Pardon the bad hand. I am writing on a moving train.
You need not worry over the happenings! of the 24th.

M. K. G.
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

74. LETTER T0 MADALASA

O~ THE TRAIN,
October 28, 1946

CHI. MADU,

I am under the impression that I had immediately replied
to your long letter. But I don’t find your name in the des-
patch list. And yesterday, on the occasion of the New Year, I
got another letter from you.

Let us wait and see when our New Year commences.

I did not tell Janakibehn? that you had written to me
about Rama.? But in reply to a question by me she expressed
her own opinion. Everything should be left to Rama. He is
no more a child. We should do what he wishes.

I hope you are well. I don’t know when I shall return
from Bengal. Today only this much.

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]
Panchven Putrako Bapuke Ashirwad, pp. 330-1

1 Presumably a reference to the incidents in Calcutta, in which five
persons were killed and forty others injured

2 Addressee’s mother, Janakidevi Bajaj

3 Ramakrishna Bajaj, the addressee’s younger brother. The reference is
to his marriage.
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75. LETTER TO KANAM GANDHI

ON THE TRAIN,
October 28, 1946

CHI. KANAM],
I am writing this on a moving train. I am going to Bengal.
I do not consider your handwriting too bad. Still you can
improve it. You are engrossed in your studies. I do not know
when I shall be going that way. Ask Ushi? to write to me.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : C. W. 9523. Courtesy : Kanam Gandhi

76. LETTER TO AMRITLAL T. NANAVATI
October 28, 1946

CHI. AMRITLAL,
I have your letter. I will write to Satyanarayan3. I am
writing this on a moving train which is taking me to Bengal.
Do what you can. The result lies in God’s hands.
In the end the national language has to be Hindustani.
Cannot the books be sent with someone who may be going
that side?
I cannot write more.
Blessings from
Bapu

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 10812

1 Son of Ramdas Gandhi
2 Usha, addressee’s sister
3 M. Satyanarayan of Hindi Prachar Sabha, Madras
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77. LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI

O~ THE TRAIN,
October 28, 1946
CHI. RAMDAS,

I am writing this on my way to Bengal. I got your note.
You had better preserve your health.

I had a postcard from Sumi. She seems to be deeply im-
mersed in her studies. I don’t know when I shall be able to
return from Bengal.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

78. LETTER TO JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM

ON THE TRrAIN,
October 28, 1946

CHI. JAIRAMDAS,
I have your letter. We cannot give up the flag. A pro-

cession or drums may not be necessary but it is our duty to hoist

the flag in a peaceful manner. More can be said only after
observation.

I am going to Bengal. I do not know when I shall return.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
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79. CRUELTY TO THE DUMB CREATION

A Mysorean draws my attention to . ..!

I have had the misfortune to advise the destruction of stray
dogs. But that had to be, if men would be so cruel as, out of
a false sense of pity, to feed pariah dogs and permit them to
become a menace to the neighbouring population. But my
advice can never include impounding such dogs and torturing
them as those mentioned by my correspondent seem to have
been. Humanitarian instinct demands destruction of such ani-
mals in an instantaneous and painless manner. I would love to
hope that there is exaggeration in what the correspondent has
stated. Anyway, the Municipality in question and all such other
institutions should mend their manner if they do not satisfy
the test demanded by humanity.

OnN THE TrAIN TO CaLcurta, October 29, 1946
Harijan, 10-11-1946

80. DOLA-PALKI

The dola-palki dispute in Garhwal should be set at rest
seeing that the U. P. Government are said to have passed orders
for prompt measures to be taken against those who would
interfere with Harijan bridegrooms riding on ponies or using
any other form of conveyance in spite of custom to the con-
trary trotted out by objectors.

On TtHE TrRAIN To Carcutta, October 29, 1946
Hargjan 10-11-1946

I The extract from the correspondent’s letter is not reproduced here.
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81. VILLAGE INDUSTRIES!

A thoughtful friend, writing of village industries, says :2

. . . The children should be paid at the rate of one anna and the
adults four annas per day from the day they begin to work. As they
acquire more skill, the wages of the children should be increased up to
five annas and those of the adults up to eight annas per day.

The manufacture in one village should be confined to one kind of
goods only, so that in about two months’ time the workers will acquire
skill and avoid making mistakes. The manufactured article should be
such as can be utilized locally. The State should arrange to supply
raw material and appoint two or three experts to train workers. The
State should also undertake to popularize the manufactured goods and
arrange for their transport and cheap distribution to the poor con-
sumer. . . .

This scheme will enable millions to add to their income and make
the two ends meet without throwing them on the unemployment dole
or loss of self-respect.

. . . The man who is engaged to keep stores, accounts etc., should
be made responsible for the education of the children as well.  After
two or three years, the education should be carried on by the moni-
tor system, that is to say, the senior boys should teach the junior ones
and the teacher should teach the senior boys only.

This teacher should also keep about 50 commonly used drugs. . . .
These drugs should be sold to the villagers at the cheapest rates.

The following is a list of some of the household articles that can
be manufactured in this way:3

The letter is interesting and deserves consideration. One
thing is apparent. The writer has given the first place to cloth.
It is the only article in the list of universal importance. The
various processes involved in khadi production can engage
millions of adults and children and enable them to earn a fair
amount. This includes the weavers. The weavers live in the
cities today. The businessman exploits them and keeps them

1 The Gujarati original of this appeared in Harijanbandhu, 10-11-1946.
The translation reproduced here has been revised so as to bring it into
conformity with the original.

2 Only extracts from the letter are translated here.

3 The list, which named some 45 items, is not reproduced here.
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VILLAGE INDUSTRIES 59

dependent on him. If the people’s Government could supply
them with all the yarn they require it would simplify things
for them and put their vocation on a stable basis. They would
not then need to live in the cities. But this is beside the point.
Much has been said and will be said about khadi.

In regard to this letter I have two kinds of difficulties.
One is whether it is possible to sell hand-made articles as
cheaply as machine-made ones. The second is that out of the
articles that have been enumerated in the scheme, there is
hardly any except khadi which can become universal. They will
not, in a large measure, be consumed locally and so will have
to be sold in the cities. This is as it should be. The villagers
should develop such a high degree of skill that articles prepared
by them will command a ready market outside. When our
villages are fully developed there will be no dearth in them of
men with a high degree of skill and artistic talent. There
will be village poets, village artists, village architects, linguists
and research workers. In short, there will be nothing in life
worth having which will not be had in the villages. Today the
villages are barren and desolate and are like dung-heaps. To-
morrow they will be like beautiful gardens and it would be
difficult to deceive the people there.

The reconstruction of the villages along these lines should
begin right now. That might necessitate some modifications in
the foregoing scheme. The reconstruction of the villages should
be organized not on a temporary but on a permanent basis.

My second difficulty is that in the scheme under question
training and education have been divorced from each other. In
fact training is a judicious blending of craft, hygiene, education
and art. According to Nai Talim, craft, literary instruction,
hygiene and art are not separate things but blend together and
cover education of the individual from the time of conception
to the moment of death. Therefore, I would not divide village
uplift work into water-tight compartments from the very beginning
but undertake an activity which will combine all four. Instead
of regarding craft and industry as different from education I will
regard the former as the medium for the latter. Nai Talim
therefore ought to be integrated into the scheme.

On THE TrRAIN TO CarLcurta, October 29, 1946
Harijan, 10-11-1946



82. EXCISE DEPARTMENT IN C. P.

This is a scandalous abuse of authority for raising revenue.
Let us hope that now that the Government is representative in
C. P., as elsewhere, this abuse will be set right.

On tHE TrRAIN TO CarLcurTta, October 29, 1946
Harijan, 17-11-1946

83. AN INDIAN VILLAGE FIGHTS AGAINST FAMINE?

I would only add to this thanksgiving essay that God helps
those who help themselves. The villagers must be taught to
grow more food themselves. Then help from outside will come
and will be welcome.

On tHE TrRAIN TOo CaLrcurTa, October 29, 1946
Haryjan, 24-11-1946

84. LETTER TO PUSHPA DESAI
October 29, 1946

CHI. PUSHPA,

I am writing this on the train which is carrying me to
Calcutta. You could not stick to Nai Talim. You are not right
in saying that you will learn nothing there. It only means that
you have not learnt the knack of doing such work. I think
your going there was premature. We should give perfect service
wherever we are. Those who have accepted service as their sole

1 The article under this heading by A. V. Thakkar is not reproduced
here. It described how the ‘‘outstill system of liquor production and dis-
tribution by Government through the agency of licensed manufacturers who
are also retailers of the same’ had helped increase excise revenue, especially
in tribal and backward areas.

2 The article under this heading by Horace Alexander is not repro-
duced here. It described the famine conditions that Belgatta, a village in
Mysore, had to face on account of the failure of rains and the help it re-
ceived in the shape of foodgrains from America, Canada, Australia and
Egypt.
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LETTER TO GOVINDA REDDY 61

dharma must learn to be perfectly happy wherever they are
serving. One acquires the necessary knowledge while doing such
service.

You will be calm now and keeping perfect health.

You must have read what I wrote! to Bhansalibhai about
Bengal. There is no question yet of your undertaking such
work. I myself do not know how things will shape.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 9277

85. LETTER TO GOVINDA REDDY
October 29, 1946

CHI. GOVINDA REDDY,

I had your letter but could not reply to it promptly. You
should regard the work you are doing itself as Nai Talim. It
can be said that work in the kitchen is the most difficult of
all. Tt is not easy to humour people of different temperaments
and yet get them to follow the rules. The task requires a sthita-
prajna®. 1 cannot tell you how you should accomplish it; you
will learn by experience. Only you must have a generous heart,
self-restraint, calmness and thoughtfulness.

Blessings from
Bapu

Sur1 GovinpAa REDDY
SEVAGRAM

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Vide p. 33.
2 The man of steadfast intellect described in Bhagavad Gita, 1, 55-72



86. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

SODEPUR,
October 29, 1946

In his prayer discourse he told them how he had never dreamt that
he would be coming back to Sodepur so soon.2 But God had sent him
in their midst again. The train had arrived five hours late. He called that
also the will of God. No doubt there were big crowds at Aligarh, Khurja
Road, Kanpur and other big stations and the train was detained as a result.
But he literally believed in the old maxim that not a blade of grass moves
but by His will. Some might say that all his talk about God was a make-
believe which he used as a blind to cover his hypocrisy. All he could say
was that he was not aware of any hypocrisy in himself. He spoke what he
believed to be God’s truth. As regards his future plan, Gandhiji said that he
had come to Calcutta with a blank mind to do His will. What he could
do here and how long he would stay in Bengal he did not know.> All he
could say was that he had not come to stay in Calcutta. He would be in
Calcutta only for a day or two and then proceed to Noakhali. His proper
place was Noakhali. God would indicate to him the next step on reaching
Noakhali.

Harijan, 10-11-1946; and The Hindu, 31-10-1946

87. TELEGRAM TO AMRIT KAUR

CALCUTTA,
October 30, 1946

Rajkumarr AMriT Kaur

MANORVILLE, SUMMER HiLL

SimMLa

NO  ANXIETY. GOING NOAKHALI PROBABLY  FRIDAY.
Baru

From the original : C. W. 4185. Courtesy : Amrit Kaur. Also G. N. 7821

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”. The prayer was arranged
at 5.30 p. m. but Gandhiji could attend it only after 7 p. m.

2 Gandhiji had earlier visited Sodepur in December 1945.

3 The following three sentences are reproduced from The Hindu.
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88. LETTER TO KALYANJFI MEHTA

CALCUTTA,
October 30, 1946
BHAI KALYANJI (MEHTA),

I have your letter about the Dandi March Road. There
is no need to write about it in Harigan. The project is such as
can be accomplished with the efforts you make.

Blessings from
Baru

DistricT ScHOOL BOARD
SURAT

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

89. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

SODEPUR,
October 30, 1946

The next day, owing to his engagements in Calcutta with H. E. the
Governor and the Prime Minister?, he had again to apologize to his audience
for coming late to the prayer meeting. He remarked:

He who gives all his time to the service of people, his whole
life is an unbroken sound of prayer.

He did not however, wish thereby to diminish the importance of fixed
time for prayer. There was a difference between community prayer and
individual prayer. He was sorry he had not been able to do justice to the
former. It was generous of them to have waited for him with such exem-
plary patience and it filled him with joy and faith and confidence in regard
to the task before him. But he could not forgive himself so easily for his
failure to keep punctually the prayer appointment with them.

He drew their attention to the Viceroy’s appeal issued in the name of
the whole Cabinet of which the Viceroy was the President and Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru, the Vice-President and which consisted of both Congress and
Muslim League representatives. In that appeal the Viceroy, on behalf of
himself and his colleagues, had appealed that the two major communities of

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”
2 Sir Frederick Burrows and Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy

63
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India should bury the hatchet and become one at heart. The unity should
be genuine, not imposed by the military or the police. The speaker had
come to Bengal for that purpose. He took no sides. He could only side with
truth and justice. He wanted them all to pray with him for the establish-
ment of heart unity between the Muslims and the Hindus. Their name
would be mud in the world if they degraded themselves by fighting among
themselves like wild beasts.

Harijan, 10-11-1946

90. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

SODEPUR,
October 31, 1946

Addressing the prayer meeting Gandhiji said that he was sorry to tell
the audience that he would not be leaving for Noakhali tomorrow as he had
intended to. The Prime Minister had sent him word that the train could not
be arranged for Noakhali tomorrow. He hoped to leave on Saturday or Sunday.
In the meantime he would try to render here whatever service he could.

Gandhiji was able to tell his audience that he saw a faint ray of
hope that peace might be established between the communities. He had
met H. E. the Governor and his Prime Minister twice. The visit to the for-
mer was more or less in the nature of a courtesy call. His main business
was with the Prime Minister. As one drove through the deserted streets with
garbage heaps, at places banked up nearly two feet high against the pave-
ments, and entire rows of gutted shops and burnt-out houses in the side-
streets and by-lanes as far as the eye could reach, one felt overcome with
a sinking feeling at the mass madness that can turn a man into less than
the brute. By its very nature this state of things cannot last. Human
nature won’t stand it. As Abraham Lincoln said, ‘“You cannot fool all the
people for all time.” There seem to be indications that the people are al-
ready beginning to sicken of the carnival of blood and bestiality. They had
been fighting amongst themselves like wild beasts. The fighting could do no
good to Calcutta, Bengal, India or the world.

To make peace between quarrelling parties, the speaker said, had been
his vocation from his early youth. Even while he practised as a lawyer,
he tried to bring the contending parties together. Why could not the two
communities be brought together? He was an optimist, he said.

From them he wanted only this help: that they should pray with him
that this mutual slaughter might stop and the two communities might really

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”. The first paragraph is
reproduced from The Bombay Chronicle.
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become one at heart. Whether India was to become divided or remain one
whole could not be decided by force. It had to be done through mutual
understanding. Whether they decided to part or stay together, they must
do so with goodwill and understanding.

He could never be party to anything which might mean humiliation or
loss of self-respect for anyone. Therefore any peace to be substantial must
be honourable, never at the cost of honour.

In this he was only echoing the sentiment expressed to him by a prom-
inent Muslim who had seen him. This friend had said : ‘“We must reach
our goal, whatever it might be—Pakistan or undivided India—without blood-
shed or fighting. I go so far as to say that if it cannot be reached except
through bloodshed and fighting amongst ourselves, it is not worth reaching.”

Harijan, 10-11-1946; and The Bombay Chronicle, 1-11-1946

91. TALK WITH A MUSLIM FRIEND!

SODEPUR, CALCUTTA,
[Before November 1, 194612

‘“Why do you want to go to Noakhali? You did not go to Bombay,
Ahmedabad or Chhapra, where things have happened that are infinitely
worse than Noakhali. Would not your going there only add to the existing
tension?”” Was it because in these places it was the Muslims who had been
the sufferers that he did not go there and would go to Noakhali because
the sufferers there were Hindus?

Gandhiji’s reply was that he made no distinction between Hindu and
Muslim. He would certainly have gone to any of the places mentioned by
the friend if anything approaching what had happened at Noakhali had
happened there and if he had felt that he could do nothing without being on
the spot. It was the cry of outraged womanhood that had peremptorily
called him to Noakhali. He felt he would find his bearings only on seeing
things for himself at Noakhali. His technique of non-violence was on trial.
It remained to be seen how it would answer in the face of the present crisis.
If it had no validity, it were better that he himself should declare his insol-

vency. He was not going to leave Bengal until the last embers of the trouble
were stamped out.

I may stay on here for a whole year or more. If necessary,
I will die here. But I will not acquiesce in failure. If the only
effect of my presence in the flesh is to make people look up to
me in hope and expectation which I can do nothing to vindicate,
it would be far better that my eyes were closed in death.

1 & 2 Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”’, dated November 1, 1946
86-5
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He had mentally prepared himself, he added, for abstention from the
Congress session, if necessary. He had similarly disengaged himself mentally
from all his responsibilities in respect of Sevagram and Uruli—his latest love.

Hargjan, 10-11-1946

92. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

SODEPUR, CALCUTTA,
Friday, [November 1, 1946]

The whole of India, Gandhiji said, was faced with a difficult situation.
That of Bengal was still more so, he remarked in his after prayer address on
Friday last. He had been asked as to what their duty was under the cir-
cumstances. According to the scriptures, that was dharma which was en-
joined by the holy books, followed by the sages, interpreted by the learned
and which appealed to the heart. The first three conditions must be fulfilled
before the fourth came into operation. Thus one had no right to follow the
precepts of an ignorant man or a rascal even though they commended them-
selves to one. Rigorous observance of harmlessness, non-enmity and renun-
ciation were the first requisites for a person to entitle him to lay down the
law, i. e., dharma.

He had told them what he considered to be his duty. But they had
to judge for themselves what their duty was. He did not ask them to fol-
low him but he pointed out to them the way to discover what their duty
was in the difficult position they found themselves in. The Gita had told
them that if they only waited on God, they would know the way.

Harijan, 17-11-1946

93. GREEN CROSS SOCIETY

Red Cross Society one is aware of. It had at one time only
military associations and used to have an imperialist flavour.
Now it has expanded into civil work and covers every form of
first-aid work for the relief of suffering humanity. Nevertheless
its activities are largely confined to cities. It has hardly touched
Indian life.

England is a country for lost causes: humanitarian and even
strange causes. One such is represented by the Green Cross
Society for the wild life heritage. Mrs. M. H. Morrison is its
Hon. Secretary (41, Asmuns Place, London, N. W. 11).

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”
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The Society aims at the U. N. O. identifying itself with it.
The following resolution is to be submitted to the U. N. O. for
acceptance:

(a) That U. N. O. ideals should include immediate effort in each
country to delimit the area of any suitable National Park incorporating
Nature Reserves for the protection of unique and valuable wild life—
flora, fauna, avifauna—with the distinctive terrain upon which these
depend.

(b) And, further, that the world at large should consent to an
International Park, or World National Park in South America, Africa
or Asia. Ifin Asia then upon, around or within—it is suggested—
the immense mountains encircling Tibet, Britain, China, India, Russia
and U. S. A. appointing Custodians and acting as Trustees.

Reasons adduced for inviting the U.N. O. to pass the fore-
going resolution are:

1. That a stand must now be made against the maddening en-
croachments of materialism.

2. That the idealism and realism of the United Nations Organ-
ization should include an urge to all the world and to each nation
to protect our heritage of wild life—its beauty, grandeur and interest
—wild birds, wild animals, wild flora (flowers, plants, trees) and wild
country or landscape: to protect our heritage wherever possible; and
with special care within the Nature Reserves of National Parks.

3. That the United Nations will jointly set an example to the
component nations by claiming its own World Nature Park, or Inter-
national Park in South America, Africa or Asia. If in Asia, then upon,
around, or within the immense mountains encircling Tibet. In this
case Britain, China, India, Russia and U. S. A. might appoint Custodians
and act as Trustees to prevent disastrous and disfiguring exploitation.

4. And, further, that such ‘“Far Horizon” can give direction and
cohesion to friends, allies, sympathizers and well-wishers gathering in
groups along the way for the march and drive on toward the distant goal.

Among the numerous signatories to the resolution are Sir
Alfred J. Munnings, President, Royal Academy of Arts, Dame
Laura Knight and the world famous George Bernard Shaw.

Mrs. Morrison would like the signatures of leading Indians
and other leaders in Asia and Africa. Those who would endorse
the resolution should put themselves in communication with Mrs.
Morrison.

Sopepur, November 2, 1946
Haryjan, 17-11-1946



94. LETTER TO SHARDA G. CHOKHAWALA

CALCUTTA,
November 2, 1946

CHI. BABUDI,

I have your letter. You are a brave girl; why then have
you gone soft? It is true that generally during illness the spirit
droops. But there was a girl just eighteen years old, whose mind
retained such fortitude that, though suffering from a protracted
illness, she wrote a fascinating book which has become very
famous. You can achieve some such thing if you but make up
your mind.

The secret of Ramanama is that one should repeat it me-
chanically even when one cannot concentrate. If one does this
with faith, then all disturbing thoughts vanish and we become
calm. If we take pleasure in repeating the name, it drives all
maladies away. Ramanama does not bar other remedies. About
food, consult the book and make necessary changes in your diet.

I am stuck here for the present. God knows when if at all
we shall meet.

Do you strip completely for sun-bath? You can arrange
for such privacy. It would be worth while to try the treatment
recommended in the book you have, viz., sun-treated water in
coloured bottles. If you do not have the energy to do all that,
seek help from Shankaran!. He has trained himself a little in
this treatment. He will guide you.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : C. W. 10072. Courtesy : Sharda G. Chokha-

wala

I Shankaran Nair
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95. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

SopEPUR, CALCUTTA,
[November 2, 1946]

Mahatma Gandhi indicated that he was trying to do some work in
the metropolis. He was not, therefore, leaving for Noakhali .. . Gandhiji
added that the arrival of the four members? of the Interim Government
might help in the peace movement.

Gandhiji impressed upon the people how the desire of retaliation and
the tendency to look to the Viceroy or the Governor, the military and the
police for protection were incompatible with independence to which they
were all pledged. The Viceroy’s powers vested in the Cabinet, the Gover-
nor’s in the Bengal Ministers. If they wanted lasting peace, it must come
from the people’s hearts. He had been proclaiming from the housetops that
no one could protect them except their own stout hearts. No one could
ever dishonour the brave. Retaliation was a vicious circle. If they wanted
retaliation they could not have independence. He said:

Supposing someone kills me, you will gain nothing by kill-
ing someone else in retaliation. And, if you only think over it,
who can kill Gandhi except Gandhi himself ? No one can de-
stroy the soul. So let us dismiss all thought of revenge from our
hearts. If we see this clearly, we shall have taken a big stride
towards independence.

Harijan, 17-11-1946; and The Sunday Hindustan Standard, 3-11-1946

I Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”. The first paragraph is
reproduced from The Sunday Hindustan Standard.

2The reference is to Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, Liaquat
Ali Khan and Abdul Rab Nishtar who were expected to visit Calcutta.
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96. TELEGRAM TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

[November 3, 19461

‘““MORNING  NEWS”’ REPORTS BUTCHERY BY  HINDUS OF
MUSLIM PASSENGERS.2 MUSLIMS FLEEING FROM MOB
FURY AND PREMIER? COUNTENANCING. WIRE PARTICULARS.*

The Bombay Chronicle, 5-11-1946

97. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETINGS

SODEPUR, CALCUTTA,

November 3, 1946

Gandhiji said that the Prime Minister of Bengal had asked him to delay
his departure for Noakhali till after the Bakr-Id and the speaker had agreed
to do so. The Prime Minister wanted him to pass the Bakr-Id in Calcutta.
His presence in the city might be helpful for peace. Gandhiji said that he
had come to Bengal to serve the Muslims as well as Hindus and others.

From his earliest childhood, he had learnt to dislike the wrong, never
the wrongdoer. Therefore, even if the Muslims had done any wrong, they
still remained his friends, but it was his duty to tell them that they had done
wrong. He had always applied that rule in life with regard to his nearest
and dearest. He held that to be the test of true friendship. He had told
them on the previous day that revenge was not the way of peace, it was not
humanity. The Hindu scriptures taught forgiveness as the highest virtue.
Forgiveness became a brave man. A learned Muslim friend had come to see
him on the day before. He had told the speaker that the teaching of the
Koran was also similar. If a man killed one innocent person, he brought
upon his head the sin, as it were, of murdering entire humanity. Islam never

1 Vide the following item and pp. 75-6.

2 Communal rioting had broken out in Bihar following a hartal on October
25, and Morning News, an organ of the Muslim League, had stated that the
number of persons killed was of the order of hundreds of thousands.

3 Srikrishna Sinha

4For Jawaharlal Nehru’s reply, ovide pp. 75-6.

5 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”. The first paragraph is
reproduced from Hindustan Standard.
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approved of but condemned murder, arson, forcible conversions, abductions
and the like.

If they could not be generous enough to forgive a person who gave them
a slap, remarked Gandhiji, they could give him one in return. He could
understand that. But if the miscreant ran away and the injured party slap-
ped his relation or co-religionist by way of retaliation, it was below human
dignity.

If someone abducted his daughter, the speaker continued, was he to
abduct the abductor’s or the abductor’s friend’s daughter? He held it to
be infamous. Muslim friends had condemned such acts in Noakhali. But
what was he to say of Bihar if what he was told was true? He was pained
beyond measure to hear of the reported happeningsin Bihar. He knew the
Biharis well. The cry of blood for blood was barbarous. They could not
take revenge in Bihar for the happenings in Noakhali. He was told that
some Muslims, who were running away from Bihar in panic, were murdered
by Bihari Hindus. He was shocked to hear it. He hoped that the report
was not true. It was contended that the Mahabharata advocated the way of
retaliation. He did not agree with that interpretation. The lesson of the
Mahabharata was that the victory of the sword was no victory. That great
book taught that the victory of the Pandavas was an empty nothing.

He told them of the talk he had with Shaheed Saheb, their Prime
Minister. Years ago he had met him at Faridpur. Shaheed Saheb then
took pride in calling himself the speaker’s son. He knew they had many
grievances against their Prime Minister. But the latter had given him his
assurance that he wanted peace. It had grieved him to alienate his Hindu
friends. He, the speaker, could not disbelieve that assurance till it was
found to be untrue. He had by giving that assurance put himself to test.
The golden way was to be friends with the world and to regard the whole
human family as members of one family. He who distinguished between
one’s own family and another’s, miseducated the members of his own and
opened the way for discord and irreligion.

Harijan, 17-11-1946; and Hindustan Standard, 4-11-1946



98. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR
November 4, 1946

CHI. AMRIT,

Your packet just came. Am over head and ears in work
though this is silence day. Bihar has shaken me to bits. I
have been for the past six days on spare diet (milkless) princi-
pally for health. Now Bihar will send me to complete fast if
things do not radically mend. There will be no time limit.
Do not agitate yourself but be really glad that I feel I have
the strength to go through the ordeal and live up to my creed.

Do not interrupt your Paris programme. If that programme
is not to come off at all and if you are strong enough, you are
at liberty to join me.

Love to you all.
Baru

From the original : C. W. 3701. Courtesy : Amrit Kaur. Also G. N. 6510

99. LETTER TO JAISUKHLAL GANDHI

CALCUTTA,
November 4, 1946

CHI. JAISUKHLAL,

I have received Manu’s letter and along with it the one
you wrote to her. As requested by her, I return both herewith.
I write this to you since I am not sure whether Manudi has
reached there or not. I do not have the time to write a sepa-
rate letter to her. I may say that I don’t have the time even
to write this. But I must. . ..!

This letter has been written in three instalments. I am
afraid this will be the last letter. The happenings in Bihar
have made me decide that if people’s hearts do not change for
the better I must not be a witness to them. These days I am
observing something like a partial fast. The main reason for
its being partial is my health. But Bihar will lead me on to a
total fast. I will go to Noakhali the day after tomorrow. These

I Omission as in the source

72



LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA 73

days I write very few letters. After coming here this is the
longest I have written today. These days, therefore, Manu should
be with me. But it seems it is now impossible for her to come.
May she be out of trouble and happy. The rest you will see
from the newspapers.

[From Gujarati]
Eklo fane Re, pp. 34

100. LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA!

CALCUTTA,
November 4, 1946

DEAR KISHORELAL MASHRUWALA,

Because you are the oldest person in the Ashram, I am
writing to you. Read this to all. Bihar has moved me. Chiefly
for the sake of the body, I am on a semi-fast. Later on it may
take the shape of a gradual complete fast. Gradual because I
still have some work on hand. I have to go to Noakhali. You
can read further details in the newspapers.

Nobody should run up to me, nobody should fast in sym-
pathy, all should stick to their place and be completely engrossed
in their work. Each should try to remove his own defects and
should obtain purity for hard tapas. Nobody should worry about
me. Let all pray for me that I may come out with flying colours
through this penance and that I should not prove to be a coward.

Bhansali must not take any risks. When I am on fast, none
should follow suit. Anything may happen after my passing
away. I am not certain that, should I pass away, people’s hearts
will melt. If that does not happen, my passing away will at
least reduce the burden on the earth, for my capacity for prog-
ress will have come to a standstill.

Let Asha Devi?, Aryanayakam3 and Deo* act up to the
principles of Nai Talim. Let Shanta bring glory to her work.
What can I say about Jajuji and Krishnadas Gandhi? There
is a heavy load on Kumarappa’ also. I am not writing sepa-
rately to Vinoba. Nor can I write separately to Kaka.

1 The Gujarati original of the letter is not available.
2 & 3 Ashadevi Aryanayakam and E. W. Aryanayakam
4 Shankerrao Deo

5J. C. Kumarappa
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Krishnachandra will be all right. I am still more convinc-
ed today of the correctness of what I have written! to Pushpa.
Let Chimanlal?> not feel too much burdened with responsi-
bilities. Let Balvantsinha overcome anger. I have Ileft out
many names but that is only because I have no time to write
more and not because I have forgotten.
Blessings from
Baru
From a copy : G. N. 10185

101. LETTER TO H. S. SUHRAWARDY

SODEPUR,
November 4, 1946

BHAI SHAHID,

The arrangements for rail-cum-steamer journey that you have
made for me are for big people. I have already told Satis Babu
that I don’t want all this. I shall be quite content with ordi-
nary arrangements. All my companions will sit with me. Third
class is good enough for us. It will suffice if we can have pri-
vacy on the steamer. We shall carry our own food and it will
be enough. For myself I do not need even the special train. If
the Railway people want it, then it is another matter.

There is no need for a journalist. Why make it a big
caravan ?

Yours,

M. K. GanpuI
[PS.]
BHAI SHAHID,

Is this from the Nationalist ? Is there any truth in it? And
why? I am disturbed over the Bihar episode. May God save us.

Yours,

M. K. GanpuI
From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1Vide pp. 60-1.
2 Chimanlal N. Shah



102. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

SoDEPUR, CALCUTTA,
November 4, 1946

Yesterday, while speaking to you, I referred to the news
which had come from Bihar. The news moved me deeply, and
so I sent the following telegram? to Jawaharlalji through the
Prime Minister, Shaheed Saheb. Panditji has sent the following
reply:

Report in Morning News grossly exaggerated and vague. Government

here doing its utmost but situation tense and grave in many places.

Am staying on here with Nishtar. Vallabhbhai and Liaquat Ali going

on to Delhi.

It is evident from the reply that although there has been
exaggeration in the news, yet things have gone wrong and the
condition is serious. This is unbearable for me as one who is
attached to the province of Bihar and also wants that the in-
fection should not spread to other provinces. I have been think-
ing deeply what my duty should be in this connection.

The Congress belongs to the people, the Muslim League
belongs to our Muslim brothers and sisters. If Congressmen
fail to protect the Mussalmans where the Congress is in power,
then what is the use of a Congress Premier? Similarly, if in
a League province the League Premier cannot afford protection
to the Hindus, then why is the League Premier there at all?
If either of them have to take the aid of the military in order
to protect the Muslim or Hindu minorities in their respective
provinces, then it only means that none of them actually exer-
cises any control over the general population when a moment-
ous crisis comes. If that is so, it only means that both of us
are inviting the British to retain their sovereignty over India.
This is a matter over which each of them should ponder deeply.

Let us wait for what Panditji and Nishtar Saheb are able
to do in Bihar. Let us see whether the Hindus of Bihar shed

1Tt being Gandhiji’s silence-day, the speech was read out by Satis
Chandra Das Gupta.
2 Vide p. 70.
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their madness or not? Tomorrow is the day of Bakr-Id. It is
not an occasion when we should quarrel with one another. Let
us also wait and see what Shaheed Saheb does tomorrow. How
nice it would be if from tomorrow Hindus and Mussalmans
and every other community in India start living with each
other as friends, and the military or the police find no occasion
to use their arms at all.!l

We always put the blame on goondas. But it is we who are
responsible for their creation as well as encouragement. It is,
therefore, not right to say that all the wrong that has been done
is the work of the goondas.

The Bombay Chronicle, 5-11-1946

103. TELEGRAM TO AMRIT KAUR

CALCUTTA,
November 5, 1946

Rajkumart AMRIT KAUR
MANORVILLE, SUMMERHILL

SiMLA

COUGH DISTRESSING OTHERWISE WELL. GLAD YOU
BETTER. VOCABULARY  RECEIVED. SEND DIRECTLY  TO
“HARIJAN’’.  GOING  NOAKHALI = TOMORROW.

Baru
From the original: C. W. 4186. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G. N. 7822

104. LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR

CALCUTTA,
November 5, 1946

CHI. LILI,

I may have to resort to a fast. If that happens, do not get
panicky but concentrate on your studies and bring credit to me
if not to yourself. Trust in God. You will not help me in any
way by rushing here. I am getting more help here than I need.
The additional help lies in each one doing his or her duty stead-
fastly. Those who come here uninvited will certainly be a

1 Vide pp. 81-2.
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hindrance. Therefore do not worry at all. Complete your studies
and then engage yourself in my work.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 9604. Also C. W. 6576. Cour-
tesy : Lilavati Asar

105. LETTER TO MANILAL B. DESAI

CALCUTTA,

November 5, 1946
CHI. MANILAL,

For the present, you should all give up any hope of my
coming to Uruli. I cannot leave Bengal and Bihar. I see that I
shall have to resort to a fast if the carnage does not stop. You
may see everything from the newspapers. I myself shall not be
able to write, but I will have others to write. Let each one
remain engrossed in his or her work, without worrying. Do not
give up your work in Uruli, whatever happens to me. Dr. Bhaga-
wat, Dhiru, Balkrishna! and you are of course there. If Parma-
nand is inclined to stay on, then he and his wife to be are more
than enough.

This letter is for all of you. There will be no problem
about money.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : C. W. 2738. Courtesy : Manilal B. Desai

106. LETTER TO DINSHAW K. MEHTA

CALCUTTA,
November 5, 1946
CHI. DINSHAW,

Today is the seventh day of my restricted diet. I am fine.
The main reason for my going on this diet was the cough and
eruptions. Now it will continue and I may even go on a fast.
The reason is the current massacre in Bihar. Whatever will be,

1 Balkrishna Bhave, brother of Vinoba Bhave
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will be. God is the doer as well as the undoer. There is no
need to rush to me. Serve your mother who is there. Place
your sanatorium on a sound footing. Write to me and ask me
anything you want to.

Gulbai, I hope, is well and so also are the children.

Blessings from
Baru

Dr. Dinsuaw MEHTA
Poona

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

107. LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
November 5, 1946

CHI. JAWAHARLAL,

The events in Bihar have distressed me. I can clearly see
my duty. My bonds with Bihar are close. I cannot forget it.
If half of what I hear is true, it means that Bihar has lost all
humanity. To say that goondas were responsible for whatever
happened there would be quite untrue. Although I have tried
hard to avoid the fast, I shall not be able to do so. It is the
seventh day today since I gave up milk and cereals. The cough
and the boils were responsible for it, but also I was tired of the
body. Then Bihar made matters worse. And the cry came from
within: ‘Why should you be a witness to this slaughter? If your
word, which is as clear as daylight, is not heeded, your work
is over. Why do you not die?’ Such reasoning has forced me
to resort to fasting. I want to issue a statement that if in Bihar
and other provinces slaughter is not stopped, I must end my life
by fasting.

The letter Mohammed Yunus wrote to Shamsuddin! is with
Sardar Baldev Singh?. See it. Is what it says correct? It is
our duty to give full report of what happened.

My low diet will continue. There may be delay in under-
taking the fast. In Delhi you had asked me about the fast. I
had said I had no idea then. Now the situation is not the same.

! Shamsuddin Ahmed, Minister for Commerce, Labour and Industries
in the Bengal Muslim League Ministry

2 Then Development Minister, Punjab; later served as Defence Minister
in the Nehru Cabinet, 1946-52
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Still you may say what you want to say. If it appeals to me I
shall give up the idea of a fast. What I hope is that, knowing
my nature, you will appreciate my position. Whatever the issue,
I shall advise that all of you continue to do your work. Do
not waste time thinking of my death. Leave me in the hands
of God and stop worrying.

You can show this letter to the Bihar Cabinet. Is this the
Bihar of Brijkishore Prasad! ?

Blessings from

Baru
[From Hindi]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 326-7
108. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
SODEPUR,

November 5, 1946

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

I am enclosing a copy of my letter? to Jawaharlal, which
please see. I have nothing more to say. If you have anything
to say, do let me know. I am willing to listen. This fast is not
like the ones you have witnessed, though it is not too different
either. I have passed through no small agony.

Rajaji, Devdas and others should read this letter.?

No one should come rushing to me. There are so many to
assist me. My going on living depends entirely on complete
peace being established in India. You will certainly do every-
thing to achieve that end. Do not attach too much weight to
the warnings about my death. Say rather that if I have erred,
there will be no harm in letting me die. I am well.

Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 325

1' A Congress leader of Bihar; father-in-law of Jayaprakash Narayan

2 Vide the preceding item.

31In a postscript, Sushila Nayyar added that it was Gandhiji’s wish that
Abul Kalam Azad also should be shown the letter.



109. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

SODEPUR, CALCUTTA,
November 5, 1946

The Hindus, said Gandhiji, might say: did not the Muslims start the
troubles? He wanted them not to succumb to the temptation for retort but
to think of their own duty and say firmly that whatever happened they
would not fight. He wanted to tell them that the Muslims who were with
him in the course of the day had assured him that they wanted peace.
They were all responsible men. They said clearly that Pakistan could not
be achieved by fighting. If they continued quarrelling with each other, in-
dependence would vanish into thin air and that would firmly implant the
third power in India, be it the British or any other. India was a vast coun-
try, rich in minerals, metals and spices. There was nothing in the world
that India did not produce. If they kept on quarrelling, any of the big
powers of the world would feel tempted to come and save India from
Indians and at the same time exploit her rich resources.

They wanted independence. They were ready to sacrifice their all for
the Congress, the organization which had done so much for India. Were
they going to undo all that the Congress had done for more than the last
60 years? He had told them they should return blow for blow if they were
not brave enough to follow the path of non-violence. But there was a
moral code for the use of violence also. Otherwise, the very flames of violence
would consume those who lighted them. He did not care if they were all
destroyed. But he could not countenance the destruction of India’s
freedom.

The reports of the happenings in Bihar were awful if true. Pandit
Jawaharlal had told the guilty parties that the Central Government would
never tolerate such barbarism. They would even use aerial bombing to put
it down. But that was the way of the British. The Congress was an organ-
ization of the people. Was the Congress to use the foreign mode of destruc-
tion against the people whose representative it was? By suppressing the
riots with the aid of the military, they would be suppressing India’s free-
dom. And yet what was Panditji to do if the Congress had lost control over
the people? The better way, of course, was to give up the reins of Govern-
ment, if the people were not amenable to discipline and reason.

I Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”
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To retaliate against the relatives or the co-religionists of the wrong-doer
was a cowardly act. If they indulged in such acts, they should say good-
bye to independence.

Harijan, 17-11-1946

110. TO BIHAR

SODEPUR,

November 6, 1946

TO BIHAR,

Bihar of my dreams seems to have falsified them. I am
not relying upon reports that might be prejudiced or exagger-
ated. The continued presence of the Central Chief Minister and
his colleagues furnishes an eloquent tale of the tragedy of Bihar.
It is easy enough to retort that things under the Muslim League
Government in Bengal were no better, if not worse and that
Bihar is merely a result of the latter. A bad act of one party
is no justification for a similar act by the opposing party, more
especially when it is rightly proud of its longest and largest
political record. I must confess, too, that although I have been
in Calcutta for over a week I do not yet know the magnitude
of the Bengal tragedy. Though Bihar calls me, I must not inter-
rupt my programme for Noakhali. And is counter-communalism
any answer to the communalism of which Congressmen
have accused the Muslim League? Is it Nationalism to seek
barbarously to crush the fourteen per cent of the Muslims in
Bihar?

I do not need to be told that I must not condemn the
whole of Bihar for the sake of the sins of a few thousand
Biharis. Does not Bihar take credit for one Brajkishore Prasad or
one Rajendra Prasad? I am afraid, if the misconduct in Bihar
continues, all the Hindus of India will be condemned by the
world. That is its way, and it is not a bad way either. The
misdeeds of Bihari Hindus may justify Qaid-e-Azam Jinnah’s
taunt that the Congress is a Hindu organization in spite of its
boast that it has in its ranks a few Sikhs, Muslims, Christians,
Parsis and others. Bihari Hindus are in honour bound to re-
gard the minority Muslims as their brethren requiring protec-
tion, equal with the vast majority of Hindus. Let not Bihar,
which has done so much to raise the prestige of the Congress,
be the first to dig its grave.

86-6
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I am in no way ashamed of my ahimsa. I have come to
Bengal to see how far in the nick of time my ahimsa is able to
express itself in me. But I do not want in this letter to talk of
ahimsa to you. I do want, however, to tell you that what you
are reported to have done will never count as an act of bravery.
For thousands to do to death a few hundreds is no bravery. It
is worse than cowardice. It is unworthy of nationalism, of any
religion. If you had given a blow against a blow, no one would
have dared to point a finger against you. What you have done
is to degrade yourselves and drag down India.

You should say to Pandit Jawaharlalji, Nishtar Saheb and
Dr. Rajendra Prasad to take away their military and them-
selves and attend to the affairs of India. This they can only
do if you repent of your inhumanity and assure them that Mus-
lims are as much your care as your own brothers and sisters.

You should not rest till every Muslim refugee has come
back to his home which you should undertake to rebuild and ask
your Ministers to help you to do so. You do not know what
critics have said to me about your Ministers.

I regard myself as a part of you. Your affection has com-
pelled that loyalty in me. And since I claim to have better
appreciation than you seem to have shown of what Bihari Hin-
dus should do, I cannot rest till I have done some measure of
penance. Predominantly for reasons of health, I had put my-
self on the lowest diet possible soon after my reaching Calcutta.
That diet now continues as a penance after the knowledge of
the Bihar tragedy. The low diet will become a fast unto death,
if the erring Biharis have not turned over a new leaf.

There is no danger of Bihar mistaking my act for anything
other than pure penance as a matter of sacred duty.

No friend should run to me for assistance or to show sym-
pathy. I am surrounded by loving friends. It would be wholly
wrong and irrelevant for any other person to copy me. No
sympathetic fast or semi-fast is called for. Such action can only
do harm. What my penance should do is to quicken the con-
science of those who know me and believe in my bona fides. Let
no one be anxious for me, I am like all of us in God’s keeping.

Nothing will happen to me so long as He wants service
through the present tabernacle.

Your servant,

M. K. GanpuIl
Harijan, 10-11-1946



111. LETTER TO KIRON SHANKAR ROY

SODEPUR,

November 6, 1946
DEAR KIRON SHANKAR!,

Please see Sarat Babu? to whom I talked last night about
my interview with Muslim friends.3 My opinion is that you
should all join the proposed advisory committee if it comes into
being.

Yours,

M. K. GanbHI
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

112. INTERVIEW TO UNITED PRESS OF INDIA

SODEPUR,

November 6, 1946

Gandhiji was asked whether he thought that after the withdrawal of the
British troops from this country, the present disturbances would immediately
stop and how he thought that the minority communities would be safeguarded
from a fear of the majority communities in the different parts of the country.
Replying Mahatma Gandhi observed:

The disturbances will not stop immediately, but they must
stop much quicker when the British troops are withdrawn. To-
day we have to witness the degrading spectacle of wanting the
help of the British troops. When they are withdrawn, people
will necessarily learn the art of self-defence with counter-violence
or, better still, with non-violence. The minorities will un-
doubtedly keep the British troops if they can unless they learn
to be brave and trust the majority.

Again, when the British troops are gone, the majority will
know how to behave towards the minority. Today, even the
best behaviour of the majority does not receive its full value

1 Congress member of the Bengal Legislative Assembly

2 Sarat Chandra Bose

3 Gandhiji had met them on November 5 at the residence of H. S.
Suhrawardy about forming a Central Peace Committee; vide p. 80.
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whilst the temptation of relying on British troops exists. By
British troops, I do not mean merely White soldiers, but all who
have been trained by British officers and have been trained to
be loyal to the British in India and have often enough been
used against the people to crush their freedom.

In any event people will have first to learn to do without
the protection of the military or the police during communal
troubles. The function of the police is to protect the citizens
against thieves and robbers, of the military generally to defend
the country against the foreign aggressor where the people
have not learnt the matchless bravery of non-violence.

When Gandhiji’s attention was drawn to the fact that in Calcutta and
other places, people could move about quite safely even in the riot-affected
areas if they were dressed in European fashion as the miscreants took them
to be Christians, he said:

It is impossible for any self-respecting man to appreciate
the advice that he must look like a Christian in order to avoid
murder. The suggested change would cast a reflection on the
Hindu as well as the Muslim. In order to live at peace
with one another, we have to imbibe the virtue of toleration
of the manners, customs and dresses of the different commu-
nities living in India.

The Hindu, 11-11-1946

113. LETTER TO MOHAMMED YUNUS
November 6, 1946

BHAI MOHAMMED,
What has happened in Bihar? I am stupefied. Read my
letter! to Jawaharlal. The train is leaving. Send me a full

account.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 5106

1 Vide pp. 78-9.



114. SPEECH AT KUSHTIA
November 6, 1946

Addressing the waiting crowd Gandhiji said that his object in going
to Noakhali was not to take sides and promote mutual quarrelling. He had
toured all over Bengal including East Bengal with the late Ali Brothers.
Those were the days when they had Hindu-Muslim unity. Large numbers
of Muslims joined the Congress. The Congress then belonged to all. But
today he was not going to East Bengal as a Congressman. He was going
there as a servant of God. If he could wipe away the tears of outraged
women, he would be more than satisfied.

Shaheed Saheb wanted to accompany him on the East Bengal tour but
he was held up in Calcutta. He had sent Shamsuddin Saheb (the Labour
Minister) instead. Shamsuddin Saheb had not come to spy upon him but
to ensure Government help wherever it was required. He was hopeful that
the tour would have good effect and the Hindu-Muslim unity of the Khila-
fat movement would come back. In the Khilafat days, no one talked of
dividing India. Now they did so. But partitioning, even if it was desirable,
could not be achieved through violence. Even if it could be achieved, it
could not be retained except by the goodwill of the people concerned. The
Bengal Ministers had assured him yesterday that the Muslims did not believe
in Pakistan through force.

Continuing, Gandhiji said that perhaps his place now was in Bihar. He
had served Bihar much more and he had much greater influence on the
people there than in Bengal. For the time being, instead of proceeding to
Bihar, he was satisfied by addressing an open letter! to the Biharis which
they would all see and all that he had to say to the audience was that they
could not live in India as enemies. They had to be friends and brothers.
All that had happened in Bengal and was happening in Bihar was most
unbecoming. They were being disgraced before the whole world. He had
to go to Noakhali and would stay on till Hindus and Muslims again lived
as blood-brothers.

The Bombay Chronicle, 7-11-1946

1 Vide pp. 81-2.
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115. SPEECH AT GOALUNDO

November 6, 1946

Addressing a fairly large crowd that had gathered at Goalundo Ghat,
from the deck of the steamer, Gandhiji said that he would like to visit every
affected village in Noakhali if he could possibly do so. He was going to
Noakhali to console the victims of the riots, to wipe the tears of the oppressed.

If they thought in terms of revenge and kept quarrelling, Hinduism
and Islam would both ultimately be destroyed. No religion, he said, sanctioned
what was reported to have happened in Bihar and if anybody thought that
Bihar had done the fine thing by way of teaching the Muslims a ‘lesson’,
he was greatly mistaken. Such talk was sheer folly. In his opinion Bihar
had disgraced itself and the fair name of India, even as Bengal had done.
The Prime Minister at the Centre, Pandit Nehru, had told the Biharis that
they had to kill him before they could touch a single Mussalman.

The reins of the Government were in the hands of the 14 members of
the Central Government, but if they suppressed the riots with the aid of the
military, the reins would pass into the hands of Lord Wavell, the Viceroy.
Gandhiji said he could never tolerate that. If a population of 1,000 Muslims
attacked the members of the minority community living in its midst and if
they looted their homes, molested their women and tried to convert them
forcibly, they thereby stabbed their own religion.

He was not going to leave Bengal till the Hindus and Muslims had
told him that his presence in Bengal was no longer necessary. There was,
of course, the call of Bihar. But Pandit Nehru had assured him that his
presence was not required there at present.!

It is sad that people should have left their homes and flock-
ed to towns for relief. You must stick to your villages in face
of any aggression and violence. Fight violence with non-
violence if you can and if you can’t do that, fight violence by
any means, even if it means your utter extinction. But in no
case should you leave your hearths and homes to be looted
and burnt.

The Bombay Chronicle, 7-11-1946; and The Hindu, 9-11-1946

1 What follows is reproduced from The Hindu.
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116. INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS OF AMERICA!
November 6, 1946

CORRESPONDENT: In view of recent Indian history—1942 unrest, I. N. A.
movement and unrest, R. I. N. mutiny, Calcutta-Bombay disturbances, move-
ments in Indian States such as Kashmir and recent communal riots—can it
be said that your creed of non-violence has failed, in so far as non-violence
has not taken roots in Indian life?

canpHII: This is a dangerous generalization. All you men-
tion can certainly be called himsa but that can never mean that
the creed of non-violence has failed. At best it may be said
that I have not yet found the technique required for the con-
version of the mass mind. But I claim that the millions of the
700,000 villages of India have not participated in the violence
alluded to by you. Whether non-violence has taken roots in
Indian life is still an open question which can only be answer-
ed after my death.

What should one do in his day-to-day life—that is, what is the mini-
mum programme—so that one can acquire non-violence of the brave?

The minimum that is required of a person wishing to culti-
vate the ahimsa of the brave is first to clear his thought of
cowardice and in the light of the clearance regulate his con-
duct in every activity, great or small. Thus the votary must
refuse to be cowed down by his superior, without being angry.
He must, however, be ready to sacrifice his post, however re-
munerative it may be. Whilst sacrificing his all, if the votary
has no sense of irritation against his employer he has ahimsa of
the brave in him. Assume that a fellow passenger threatens
my son with assault and I reason with the would-be-assailant
who then turns upon me. If then I take his blow with grace
and dignity, without harbouring any ill-will against him, I
exhibit the ahimsa of the brave. Such instances are of every-
day occurrence and can be easily multiplied. If I succeed in
curbing my temper every time and though able to give blow

1 The interview appeared under the title ‘A Challenge to Faith” by
Pyarelal. According to The Bombay Chronicle, 8-11-1946, the interview took
place on board the steamboat Kiwi during Gandhiji’s journey to Chandpur.
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for blow I refrain, I shall develop the ahimsa of the brave
which will never fail me and which will compel recognition
from the most confirmed adversaries.

Harijan, 17-11-1946

117. TALK TO CONGRESSMEN!

CHANDPUR,

[November 6, 1946712

Replying to memoranda presented to him by prominent leaders of Tip-
pera district at Chandpur, Gandhiji observed:

We feel helpless, but we are not so helpless. If we rely
on the military and the police then we are really helpless. If
20,000 people of Chandpur fight, then it will be a sight for
the gods to see and I would like them to do this.

People must not take the offensive, but defend themselves
they must, even, if necessary, with the help from the neighbouring
people. None must flee and even if one is surrounded by 1,000
people, one should, if need be, die fighting. Those marooned
should stick to their places. People should learn to die. Con-
structive work requires the spirit of sacrifice. But fighting must
never be secret. In no case should women and children or in-
valids be touched.

The Hindu, 9-11-1946

1 The report said: ‘‘A number of Congressmen headed by Kamini Kumar
Dutt, leader of the opposition in Bengal Legislative Council, met Gandhiji
on board the steamer at Chandpur and apprised him of the situation. They
submitted a detailed report of happenings from the beginning.”

2 Gandhiji reached Chandpur at 8.30 p. m. on November 6. He left
the following morning.



118. TALK TO RELIEF WORKERS!

CHANDPUR,

November 7, 1946

GANDHIJI: What goes against my grain is that a single in-
dividual can be converted or a single woman can be kidnapped
or raped. So long as we feel we can be subjected to these
indignities, we shall continue to be so subjected. If we say
we cannot do without police or military protection, we really
confess defeat even before the battle has begun. No police or
military in the world can protect people who are cowards.
Today you say thousands of people are terrorizing a mere
handful, so what can the latter do? But even a few indivi-
duals are enough to terrorize the whole mass, if the latter feel
helpless. Your trouble is not numerical inferiority but the feeling
of helplessness that has seized you and the habit of depending
on others. The remedy lies with you. That is why I am opposed
to the idea of your evacuating East Bengal en masse. It is no
cure for impotence or helplessness.

A WoORKER: FEast Bengal is opposed to such a move.

G. They should not leave. 20,000 able-bodied men pre-
pared to die like brave men non-violently might today be re-
garded as a fairy tale, but it would be no fairy tale for every
able-bodied man in a population of 20,000 to die like stalwart
soldiers in open fight. They will go down in history like the
immortal three hundred of Leonidas who made Thermopylae:

Stranger! Tell Sparta, here her sons are laid,
Such was her law and we that law obeyed.

I will proclaim from the housetops that it is the only condi-
tion under which you can live in East Bengal. You have asked
for Hindu officers, Hindu police and Hindu military in the
place of Muslim. It is a false cry. You forget that Hindu offi-
cers, Hindu police and Hindu military have in the past done all
these things—Iooting, arson, abduction, rape. I come from

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘““The First Lesson”. A group of 20 to 25
workers and representatives of relief organizations had met Gandhiji in the
dining saloon of the Kiwi on the morning of November 7.
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Kathiawar—the land of petty principalities. I cannot describe
to you to what depths of depravity human nature can go. No
woman’s honour is safe in some principalities and the chief is
no hooligan but a duly anointed one.

w. These are cases of individual depravity. Here we have got this on

a mass scale.

G. But the individual there is not alone. He is backed by
the machinery of his little State.

w. He is condemned even by his compeers. Here such acts are not

condemned by the Muslims.

G. I have heard nothing but condemnation of these acts
from Shaheed Suhrawardy downwards since I have come here.
Words of condemnation may tickle your ears, but they are no
consolation to the unfortunate women whose houses have been
laid desolate or who have been abducted, forcibly converted
and forcibly married.

What a shame for Hindus, what a disgrace for Islam!
No, I am not going to leave you in peace. Presently you will
say to yourself, ‘When will this man leave us and go?’ But
this man will not go. He did not come on your invitation and
he will go only on his own, but with your blessings, when his
mission in East Bengal is fulfilled.

A WORKER: It is a part of their plan for Pakistan.

G. It is midsummer madness and they have realized it.
They will soon sicken of it. They have already begun to.

w. Why do not they come here then and set this right?

G. That stage will come. Sickness only marks the crisis.
Convalescence must precede cure. You see I am a nature-curist.

A WORKER: But here we are a mere drop in the ocean.

Gandhiji replied that even if there was one Hindu in East Bengal, he
wanted him to have the courage to go and live in the midst of the Mus-
salmans and die if he must like a hero. He should refuse to live as a serf
and a slave. He might not have the non-violent strength to die without
fighting. But he could command their admiration if he had the courage not
to submit to wrong and died fighting like a man.

There is not a man, however cruel and hard-hearted, but
would give his admiration to a brave man. A goonda is not
the vile man he is imagined to be. He is not without his noble
traits.
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w. A goonda does not understand reason.

G. But he understands bravery. If he finds that you are
braver than he, he will respect you. You will note that for
the purposes of our present discussion I have not asked you
to discard the use of arms. I can’t provide you with arms. It
is not for me to provide arms to the Chittagong Armoury Raid!
men. The most tragic thing about the Armoury Raid people is
that they could not even multiply themselves. Their bravery
was lop-sided. It did not infect others.

A WORKER: No wonder it could not. They were condemned.
G. By whom? I may have—that is a different thing.
w. The people did so. I am myself an Armoury Raid man.

6. They did not. You are no Armoury Raid man or,
you should not have been here to tell these things. That so
many of them should have remained living witnesses of the
things that have happened is in my eyes a tragedy of the first
order. If they had shown the same fearlessness and courage to
face death in the present crisis as they did when they made
that raid, they would have gone down in history as heroes.
As it is, they have only inscribed a small footnote in the page
of history. You will see I am not, as I have already said, ask-
ing you just now to unlearn the use of arms or to follow my
type of heroism. I have not made it good even in my own
case. I have come here to test it in FEast Bengal. I want
you to take up the conventional type of heroism. You should
be able to infect others—both men and women—with courage
and fearlessness to face death when the alternative is dishonour
and humiliation. Then the Hindus can stay in East Bengal, not
otherwise. After all, the Mussalmans are blood of our blood
and bone of our bone.

w. Here the proportion of Mussalmans and Hindus is 6 to 1. How
can you expect us to stand against such heavy odds?

G. When India was brought under British subjection, there
were 70,000 European soldiers against 33 crores of Indians.

w. We have no arms. The Government backs them with its bayonets.

G. The odds were much heavier against the Indians in
South Africa. The Indian community there was a mere hand-
ful in the midst of an overwhelming majority of Europeans and
Negroes. The Europeans had arms. We had none. So we

1 Carried out by a group of terrorists on April 18, 1930
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forged the weapon of satyagraha. Today the Indian is respect-
ed by the White man in South Africa, not so the Zulu with
all his fine physique.

A WORKER: So we are to fight with arms anyhow?

G. Not anyhow. Even violence has its code of ethics.
For instance, to butcher helpless old men, women and children
is not bravery but rank cowardice. Chivalry requires that they
should be protected even at the cost of one’s life. The history
of early Islam 1is replete with such instances of chivalry and
Islam is all the stronger for them.

w. Would you permit the Hindus to take the offensive?

G. The people of Bihar did and brought disgrace upon
themselves and India. They have set the clock of India’s
independence back. I have a right to speak about Bihar.
In a sense I feel closer to Bihar than to Bengal as fortune
enabled me to give a striking demonstration of the non-violence
technique in Champaran.! I have heard it said that the reta-
liation in Bihar has ‘cooled’ the Muslims down. They mean it
has cowed them down for the time being. They forget that two
can play at a game. Bihar has forged a link in the chain of
our slavery. If the Bihar performance is repeated or if the
Bihar mentality does not mend, you may note down my words
in your diary: Before long India will pass under the yoke of the Big
Three with one of them probably as the mandatory power. The Inde-
pendence of India is today at stake in Bengal and Bihar. The British
Government entrusted the Congress with power not because
they are in love with the Congress but because they had faith
that the Congress would use it wisely and well, not abuse it.
Today Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru finds the ground slipping from
under his feet. But he won’t let that happen. That is why he
is in Bihar. He has said he is going to stay there as long as
it may be necessary.

Biharis have behaved as cowards. Use your arms well, if
you must. Do not ill-use them. Bihar has not used its arms
well. If the Biharis wanted to retaliate, they could have gone
to Noakhali and died to a man. But for a thousand Hindus
to fall upon a handful of Mussalmans—men, women and children
—Iliving in their midst is no retaliation but just brutality. It
is the privilege of arms to protect the weak and helpless. The
best succour that Bihar could have given to the Hindus of East

1Tn 1917; wvide Vol. XIII.
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Bengal would have been to guarantee with their own lives the
absolute safety of the Muslim population living in their midst.

Their example would have told. And I have faith that they
will still do so with due repentance when the present madness
has passed away. Anyway that is the price I have put upon my
life if they want me to live. Here ends the first lesson.

Harijan, 1-12-1946

119. DISCUSSION WITH MUSLIM LEAGUE LEADERS!

CHANDPUR,
November 7, 1946

One of them remarked that no disturbances had taken place in Chand-
pur sub-division. The rush of refugees to Chandpur was due to panic caused
by false Press propaganda. The number of Hindus killed by the Muslims
was only 15 while double that number of Muslims had died as a result of
firing by the military who were mostly Hindus.

Another member of the deputation who was an M. L. A. was even
more bitter about the fact that the Hindus were still evacuating and their
rehabilitation was being ‘obstructed’ by the Hindu workers who encouraged
them to migrate in order to discredit the Muslim League Government and
paralyse the administration.

Shamsuddin Saheb who was present at the meeting along with Nasrullah
Saheb? and Abdul Rashid Saheb interposed that it was no use isolating
Chandpur sub-division and ignoring what had taken place elsewhere in the
district. Equally irrelevant to their present argument was their reference to
the military firing.

When they had finished, Gandhiji replying remarked that if what they
had said was to be taken at its face value, then it amounted to this: that
the Muslims had committed no excesses. The mischief had all been provok-
ed by the excesses of the police and the military who were harassing the
Mussalmans and it was they, therefore, who together with the panic-monger-
ing Hindus were the real culprits. That was too big a pill for anybody to
swallow. Why had it become necessary to call the military, if no disturbances
had taken place? A deputation of 20 to 25 Hindus had a meeting with him
in the morning.? They had told him awful tales of what had happened in

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘‘Overproof is Admission”. Several prominent
Muslim League leaders of Tippera District met Gandhiji at Chandpur on
board the Kiwi before he left for Chaumuhani.

2K. Nasrullah, M. L. A. and Parliamentary Secretary in the Home Depart-
ment of the Muslim League Ministry in Bengal

3 Vide the preceding item.
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Tippera and Noakhali. Similar tales had been pouring into his ears ever
since he had set foot in Bengal. Even Muslim Leaguers had admitted that
terrible things had been done. They disputed the figures which they feared were
exaggerated. He was not concerned with numbers. Even if there was a single
case of abduction, forcible conversion or forcible marriage, it was enough to
make every godfearing man or woman hang down his or her head in shame.

He was not going to keep anything secret, Gandhiji proceeded. He
would place all the information which he might receive before the Ministers.
He had come to promote mutual goodwill and confidence. In that he
wanted their help. He did not want peace to be established with the help
of the police and the military. An imposed peace was no peace. He did not
wish to encourage people to flee from their homes in East Bengal either. If
the mass flight of the refugees had been deliberately planned to discredit the
Muslim League Ministry, it would recoil on the heads of those who had done
so. To him it seemed hardly credible. He suggested that the right course
would be to make a clean breast of the matter.

It is far better to magnify your own mistake and proclaim
it to the whole world than leave it to the world to point the
accusing finger at you. God never spares the evil-doer.

The gentleman who had spoken first thereupon admitted that he had
heard of some cases of arson and looting but the looting had taken place
after the occupants had fled. The deserted houses offered too strong a temp-
tation to the hooligans.

caNDHII: But why should people flee from their homes?
People do not do so normally. Everybody knows that an
unoccupied and unprotected house is bound to be looted by some-
one or the other. Would anyone risk the loss of all he owns just
to discredit the League?

Still another member of the deputation remarked that only one per cent
of the people had indulged in acts of hooliganism. The rest of the 99 per
cent were really good people and in no way responsible for the happenings.

That was not a correct way of looking at it, Gandhiji replied. If 99
per cent were good people and had actively disapproved of what had taken
place, the one per cent would have been able to do nothing and could easily
have been brought to book. Good people ought actively to combat the evil,
to entitle them to that name. Sitting on the fence was no good. If they
did not mean it, they should say so and openly tell all the Hindus in the
Muslim majority areas to quit. But that was not their position as he
understood it. The Qaid-e-Azam had said that the minorities in Pakistan
would get unadulterated justice. Where was that justice? Today the Hindus
asked him if Noakhali was an indication of what they were to expect in
Pakistan. He had studied Islam. His Muslim friends in South Africa
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used to say to him: ‘““Why not recite the Kalama and forget Hinduism?”
He wused to say in reply that he would gladly recite the Kalama but
forget Hinduism never. His respect and regard for Hazrat Mohammed was
not less than theirs. But authoritarianism and compulsion was the way to
corrupt religion, not to advance it.

Shamsuddin Saheb agreeing with Gandhiji quoted a verse from the
Koran to the effect that there can be no compulsion in religion. He had
told the Mussalmans, he said, that if they wanted Pakistan they must mete
out justice to the minority community and win its confidence. ‘By doing
what you have done, you have killed Pakistan,” he had told them.

G. Mr. McInerny, the District Magistrate of Noakhali, in
a leaflet he has issued, has said that he will assume, unless the
contrary is conclusively proved, that anyone who accepted Islam
after the beginning of the recent disturbances was forcibly con-
verted and in fact remained a Hindu. If all the Muslims made
that declaration, it would go a long way to settle the question.
Why should there be a public show of it, if anybody genuinely
felt inclined to recite the Kalama? A heart conversion needs no
other witness than God.

Mere recitation of the Kalama while one continued to indulge in acts
which are contrary to elementary decency was not Islam but a travesty of it.
That reminded him of the Plymouth Brothers! who had invited him to embrace
Christianity because then he would be free to do anything he liked since
Christ redeemed the sins of those who accepted him. As against that there
was the conclusive verse of the New Testament: ‘‘Not everyone who says
Lord, Lord, with his lips comes to Me.”2 It was therefore up to the leaders
of the Muslims to declare that forcible repetition of a formula could not make
a non-Muslim into a Muslim. It only shamed Islam.

““All that has happened is the result of false propaganda,” argued one
member of the deputation who had not hitherto spoken.

G. Let us not make a scapegoat of false propaganda. False
propaganda would fall flat if we are all right.

Finally one of the deputationists remarked that they were all prepared
to go into the interior along with the Hindu leaders to restore peace and
confidence but the latter distrusted them.

Gandhiji replied that that did not matter. He would gladly accept their
offer. He said:

1 Vide Vol. XXXIX, pp. 103-4.
2 St. Matthew, vii. 21
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You and I will visit every village and every home in the
interior and restore peace and confidence.

Harijan, 24-11-1946

120. TALK TO REFUGEES!

LaksHAM,
November 7, 1946

I have not come on a whirlwind propaganda visit. I have
come to stay here with you as one of you. I have no provin-
cialism in me. I claim to be an Indian and therefore a Bengali
even as I am a Gujarati. I have vowed to myself that I will
stay on here and die here if necessary, but I will not leave
Bengal till the hatchet is finally buried and even a solitary Hindu
girl is not afraid to move freely about in the midst of Mussalmans.

The greatest help you can give me is to banish fear from
your hearts. And what is the talisman that can do that for
you. It is the unfailing mantra of Ramanama. You may say,
you do not believe in Him. You do not know that but for
His will you could not draw a single breath. Call Him Ishwar,
Allah, God, Ahura Mazda. His names are as innumerable as
there are men. He is one without a second. He alone is great.
There is none greater than He. He is timeless, formless, stain-
less. Such is my Rama. He alone is my Lord and Master.

Gandhiji touchingly described to them how as a little boy he used to be
usually timid and afraid of even shadows and how his nurse Rambha had
taught him the secret of Ramanama as an antidote to fear. ‘“When in fear,
take Ramanama. He will protect you,” she used to tell him. Ever since then
Ramanama had been his unfailing refuge and shelter from all kinds of fear.

He resides in the heart of the pure always. Tulsidas, that prince of
devotees, whose name had become a household word among the Hindus from
Kashmir to Cape Comorin as Shri Chaitanya’s and Shri Ramakrishna Parama-
hansa’s in Bengal, had presented the message of that name to us in his im-
mortal Ramayana. If you walked in fear of that name, you did not need to
fear any man on earth, be he a prince or a pauper.

1 According to a report in Hindustan Standard, 8-11-1946, Gandhiji addres-
sed a gathering of about 10,000 people—Hindus and Muslims—waiting
from early morning at Laksham Junction—en route to Chaumuhani, which he
reached shortly after midday.
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Why should they be afraid of the cry of “Allaho Akbar? The Allah of
Islam was the protector of innocence. ~What had been done in East Bengal
had not the sanction of Islam as preached by its Prophet.

Who could dare to dishonour their wives or daughters if they had faith
in God? He, therefore, expected them to cease to be afraid of Mussalmans.
If they believed in Ramanama, they must not think of leaving East Bengal.
They must live where they were born and brought up and die there if neces-
sary, defending their honour as brave men and women.

To run away from danger instead of facing it is to deny
one’s faith in man and God and even one’s own self. It were
better for one to drown oneself than live to declare such bank-
ruptcy of faith.

If you ask the military, they will tell you that God is their
protector. I want you, therefore, to be able to tell Shamsuddin
Saheb that you no longer need the protection of the police and
the military, which may be withdrawn, but would rather put
yourself under the protection of Him whose protection they all
seek.!

Gandhiji said that the military and the police could not give any pro-
tection. They could ask the soldiers (who were then standing with them)
whether anybody could save them in war. Guns were unavailing before
death. It was only God who could protect. The only way to save oneself
was to rely on one’s fellowmen, no matter whether they were Hindus or
Muslims. It was the gospel of love that he had come here to preach.

The Bengal Ministers and other officials were accompanying him, he
added, but not to look after him. They would help him preach and convince
the people to have faith in their fellowmen and neighbours and remove
fear from their minds. Gandhiji felt convinced that the people would soon
learn to dispense with the military and the police. The sooner they could do
so, he said, the better. He would like to hear people say so from today.

Harijan, 24-11-1946; and The Hindu, 10-11-1946

1 What follows is from The Hindu.
86-7



121. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

CHAUMUHANT,
November 7, 1946

Gandhiji told them how he had toured East Bengal in the company of
the Ali Brothers during the Khilafat days. In those days the Muslims felt
that all that he said was right. If the Ali Brothers went into a women’s
meeting, they went blindfolded. He was allowed to go with his eyes open.
Why should he blindfold himself when he went to his mothers and sisters?
He had no desire to go among the purdah ladies. But the Ali Brothers insist-
ed that he must go. The women were eager to meet him and they were
sure that his advice would do good to them. In South Africa he had lived
in the midst of Muslim friends for twenty years. They treated him as a
member of their family and told their wives and sisters that they need not
observe purdah with him. He had become a barrister in England but what
was a dinner barrister worth? It was South Africa and the struggle that he
had launched there that had made him. It was there that he discovered
satyagraha and civil disobedience.

He had come to them in sadness. What sin had Mother India com-
mitted that her children, Hindus and Muslims, were quarrelling with each
other? He had learnt that no Hindu woman was safe today in some parts of
East Bengal. Ever since he had come to Bengal, he was hearing awful tales
of Muslim atrocities. Shaheed Saheb, their Prime Minister, and Shamsuddin
Saheb had admitted that there was some truth in the reports that one heard.

I have not come to excite the Hindus to fight the Mussal-
mans. I have no enemies. I have fought the British all my
life. Yet they are my friends. I have never wished them ill.

He had heard of forcible conversions, forcible feeding of beef, abductions
and forcible marriages, not to talk about murders, arson and loot. They had
broken idols. The Muslims did not worship them nor did he. But why
should they interfere with those who wished to worship them? These inci-
dents are a blot on the name of Islam. He said:

I have studied the Koran. The very word Islam means
peace. The Muslim greeting ‘Salam Alatkum’ is the same for all,
whether Hindus or Muslims or any other. Nowhere does Islam

I Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”. The meeting was held in
the compound of the Hindu Vidya Mandir, a local school. The audience was
estimated at 15,000, the majority of whom were Muslims.

98



TALK TO RELIEF WORKERS 99

allow such things as had happened in Noakhali and Tippera.
Shaheed Saheb and all the Ministers and League leaders who
met me in Calcutta have condemned such acts unequivocally.
The Muslims are in such overwhelming majority in East Ben-
gal that I expect them to constitute themselves the guardians
of the small Hindu minority. They should tell Hindu women
that while they are there, no one dare cast an evil eye on them.!

Harijan, 24-11-1946

122. MESSAGE TO PEOPLE OF CHITTAGONG?

CHAUMUHANI,
[On or after November 7, 194673

Cultivate the spirit of fearlessness and self-sacrifice. Do not
evacuate.

Hindustan Standard, 16-11-1946

123. TALK TO RELIEF WORKERS*

CHAUMUHANTI,
[On or after November 7, 1946]

canpHIj: The tragedy is not that so many Muslims have
gone mad, but that so many Hindus in East Bengal have been
witnesses to these things. If every Hindu in East Bengal had
been done to death, I would not have minded it. Do you
know what the Rajputs did? They killed their womenfolk
when they issued forth to sacrifice themselves on the battlefield.
The surviving ones immolated themselves by mounting the fune-
ral pyre before the fortress fell rather than allow themselves to
be captured and dishonoured. There is nothing courageous in
thousands of Mussalmans killing out a handful of Hindus in

1 The Hindu, 10-11-1946, reported: ‘‘After Gandhiji concluded the 20-
minute speech and before a Bengali translation of the speech could be given
by Satis Chandra Das Gupta, it was time for Muslims to offer the evening
namaz. An interval of ten minutes was allowed to enable Muslims in the
gathering to offer their prayers.”

2 The report said: ‘A deputation from Chittagong waited upon Gandhiji
at Chaumuhani and apprised him of the situation in Chittagong.”

3 Gandhiji reached Chaumuhani on November 7.

4 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”
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their midst, but that the Hindus should have degraded them-
selves by such cowardice, i. e., being witnesses to abduction and
rape, forcible conversion and forcible marriage of their women-
folk, is heart-rending.

QuEsTION: How can we create a sense of security and self-confidence?

By learning to die bravely. Let us turn our wrath against
ourselves. I am not interested in getting the police substituted
by the military or the Muslim police by the Hindu police.
They are broken reeds.

To whom should we appeal—the Congress, the League or the British
Government ?

To none of these. Appeal to yourselves, therefore to God.

We are men—made of flesh and blood. We need some material
support.

Then appeal to your own flesh and blood. Purify it of all
dross.

A WOMAN WORKER: What is your idea of rehabilitation?

caNDHIJI: Not to send them to Assam and West Bengal
but to infuse courage in them so that they are not afraid to
stay in their original homes.

How is that possible?

You must stay in their midst and say to them : ‘We shall
die to the last person before a hair of your head is injured.’
Then you will produce heroines in East Bengal.

That was once our idea too.

I do not mind if each and every one of the 500 families
in your area is done to death. Here you are 20 per cent of
the population. In Bihar, the Muslims constitute only 14 per
cent.

They know they won’t be molested there.

They have been butchered in a more unsufferable manner
and there have been cases of molestation of women too, this time.

If the Government do not provide rations?

There are so many relief organizations. Rations can be
purchased but honour and self-respect cannot be bought. I
have a feeling that even the Bengal Government do not want



SPEECH AT DATTAPARA 101

this thing to go any further. The lesson has been taught not
by Bihar but the vile things done in Bengal. They stand aghast.

You have opened up a new vista before us, Mahatmaji. We feel fresh

blood coursing through our veins.

Harijan, 8-12-1946; and Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. 1, Book II,
pp. 20-1

124. SPEECH AT DATTAPARA!

November 8, 1946

Gandhiji told them that it was a shame for both the Hindus and the
Mussalmans that the Hindus should have to run away from their homes as
they had done. It was a shame for the Muslims because it was out of fear
of the Muslims that the Hindus had run away. Why should a human being
inspire another with fear? It was no less a shame for the Hindus to have
given way to craven fear. He had always said that man should fear none
but God. The Government officials accompanying him were all anxious that
they should return to their homes. To feed and clothe thousands in one
place involved difficulties for the refugees as well as for the Government.
The Government officials were ashamed of the fact that such things should
have happened in their jurisdiction. He wanted them to forgive and forget
what had happened in Noakhali and Tippera. That did not mean that
they were to become cowards. But it served no useful purpose to keep on
recalling the unpleasant past. He hoped and prayed that the Hindus and
Muslims of these parts would become friends once more. He knew the
Hindus had suffered a lot and were suffering still. He would not ask them
to return to their homes till at least one good Muslim and one good Hindu
came forward to accompany them and stand surety for their safety in each
village. He was sure there were plenty of good Hindus and good Muslims
in these parts who would give the necessary guarantee.

A Muslim friend from the audience said, they had already given them the
assurance that they would look after them but the Hindus would not listen
to them. Gandhiji replied that they should try to understand and appreciate
the reasons of the Hindus’ distrust and overcome their fear. A Hindu re-
fugee got up and asked? how they could have confidence in the assurances of

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”. Gandhiji was on his way
back to Chaumuhani in the evening after a visit to Gopairbagh where,
according to The Bombay Chronicle report, 19 out of the 22 male members of
a family had been butchered and burnt in a corner of the compound. At
Dattapara, the house where Gandhiji halted had at the time some 6,000
refugees.

2 According to The Bombay Chronicle, Gandhiji invited questions from the
refugees.
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the Muslims any more. When the trouble was threatening they had promised
to look after them but had failed to protect them afterwards. Besides, where
were they to go and stay? They had lost their all. Were they to go back
and stay in the jungles? And when fifty good Muslims in the village had
failed to save them on the previous occasion, how would one good Muslim
do so now ? Moreover, miscreants were still at large roaming about in villages
even after one month of the incidents.! Gandhiji replied that the Govern-
ment would see that their huts were rebuilt and they had food and clothing
when they returned to their homes. =~ Whatever might have happened in the
past, if now one good Muslim and one good Hindu took the responsibility
for their safety in each village, they could rely on their word backed as it
would be by the collective invitation of all the Muslims in the village. If
they were still afraid they were cowards and not even God could help the
cowardly.

Harijan, 1-12-1946; and The Bombay Chronicle, 11-11-1946

125. DISCUSSION WITH MUSLIM LEAGUE LEADERS?

CHAUMUHANTI,
November 8, 1946

One of the friends suggested that in order to restore confidence Hindu
leaders should reinforce the appeals of the Muslims to the refugees to go
back to their villages. Gandhiji replied that that was not the right way to
dispel the apprehension and distrust of the Hindus which was well grounded.
He would not be able to advise them to return to their homes unless there
was at least one good Hindu and one good Mussalman for each village who
would stand guarantee for their safety and security and who would be pre-
pared to immolate himself before a hair of their head was touched. It was
for the Muslim League leaders who were also members of the Government
to say whether such men would be forthcoming. There was no other way to
restore confidence after all that had happened. They all agreed with Gandhiji’s
suggestion and said that they would do their best to give effect to it.

Harijan, 24-11-1946

I This sentence is from The Bombay Chronicle.

2 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly letter”. Pyarelal says: ‘“That night
Shamsuddin Saheb with his colleagues from Calcutta and some local promi-
nent Muslims saw Gandhiji and discussed the question of refugees.”



126. LETTER TO JITENDRA CHAKRAVARTI

CHAUMUHANTI,
November 8, 1946

BHAI JITEN!,

In the present condition of Noakhali and Tippera you can
sell khadi without insisting on yarn in exchange. Keep sending
an account of the khadi thus sold.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

127. LETTER TO SHRIKRISHNADAS FAFU
[After November 8, 1946]?

BHAI JAJUJI,
Keep this letter. My advice is that you should have Sarala-
devi’s name among the trustees. She is an extremely pure-
hearted and truthful lady. What I wrote3 in Hargan was re-
garding her. If you see anything wrong in this, write to me.
Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]
(Enclosure: Saralabehn’s letter of November 8, 1946)

SHRI SHRIKRISHNADAS JAJU
WARDHA

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1Titendra Chakravarti, Secretary, Bengal Charkha Sangh
2 From the date of the enclosure
3 Vide pp. 42-3.
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128. LETTER TO MANILAL GANDHI
November 9, 1946

CHI. MANILAL,

Do not worry on hearing about my fast, rather rejoice.
When somebody does his duty, instead of worrying one should
feel greater zeal in doing one’s own work. I am on a partial
fast but am able to do my work as usual. Let us see when the
total fast begins. That is in the hands of the Biharis. Rajendra
Babu and the others have gone there. There are hopes that
they will succeed in their mission. Whatever happens, should
I not do my duty as I understand it? And, therefore, without
worrying in the least, you should do yours.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 4993

129. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS

CHAUMUHANT,
November 9, 1946

Two telegrams from Patna reprove me on my ‘threaten-
ed” fast. ‘““Threatened” is the word used in one of the wires.
My proposed fast is not meant to coerce anyone; it is meant
to quicken the dead conscience into life. Those who act from
fear harm themselves and the cause they profess to serve. Surely,
it is as plain as A.B. C. that the action of the Biharis in injuring
the very small minority of Muslims in Bihar must postpone
the day of India’s independence and ultimately sour Muslims all
over India unless Bihar repents her folly of senseless and co-
wardly violence.

Rashtrapati Acharya Kripalani, whom every Bihari knows
for his sterling services, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr. Rajendra
Prasad and now Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Shri Jayaprakash
Narayan are now in Bihar and expect to show fair Bihar that
their terrible ill-treatment of the Muslims is communalism of the
worst type and is calculated to defeat the growing nationalism of
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Bihar. I, therefore, warn everyone from abusing my contemplated
fast which is in no way intended to deflect anyone from what
he believes is the course of duty for him.

The Hindu, 11-11-1946

130. LETTER TO H.S. SUHRAWARDY

DATTAPARA,
November 10, 1946

BHAISHRI SHAHID SUHRAWARDY,

The work here is more difficult than I had imagined. And
the Qaid-e-Azam’s statement given to the representative of the
Globe which I saw in the Morning News of November 10, has
rendered it even more difficult. In the beginning it uses the
expression ‘caste Hindu’, later followed by the word ‘Hindu’.
Is co-operation between Hindus and Muslims an utter impos-
sibility? If it is so, what will be the plight of Bengal and
Hindustan? What will happen to Noakhali and Tippera?

The refugees here do not get even half their rations and
the rice they get is unfit for consumption. They have nothing
to cover themselves with during winter. Their houses are da-
maged, the sanitation is unsatisfactory. Satis Babu has prepared
a report which I am sending you.

The officials here are fully co-operating with me for which
I am grateful to you as well as to them. But is it not our task
to settle the differences and turn both the communities into
mutual friends?

Yours,

M. K. GanpuI
From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal



131. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

DATTAPARA,
November 10, 1946

Whether you believe me nor not, I want to assure you
that I am a servant of both the Hindus and the Mussalmans.
I have not come here to fight Pakistan. If India is destined to
be partitioned, I cannot prevent it. But I wish to tell you
that Pakistan cannot be established by force. In the bhajan
that was just sung the poet has likened God to the philosopher’s
stone. The proverbial philosopher’s stone is said to turn iron
into gold. That is not always desirable. For instance, if all the
rails of the railway track were turned into gold by the touch of
the stone, the trains would not be able to run over them. But
the touch of God purifies the soul. That is always desirable.

That philosopher’s stone is within us all. All that I wish
to tell my Muslim brethren is that, whether they live as one
people or two, they should live as friends with the Hindus. If
they do not wish to do so, they should say so plainly. I would
in that case confess myself defeated. The refugees cannot stay
on as refugees for ever. The Government cannot go on feed-
ing them. And what sort of feed are they getting? Less than
half the daily ration of cereals to keep an able-bodied man
alive, no fish, no vegetables, nor anything else to supplement
it. It is not possible for them to exist like this for any length
of time. If, therefore, the Muslims do not want them back in
their villages, they must go elsewhere.

But even if every Hindu of East Bengal went away, I will
still continue to live amidst the Muslims of FEast Bengal and
eat what they give me and what I consider lawful for me to
partake of. I will not bring my food from outside. I do not
need fish or flesh. All that I need is a little fruit, vegetables
and some goat’s milk. As far as goat’s milk and cereals are con-
cerned, I would take them again only when it pleases God
that I should do so. I have given it up and would not resume
it till the Hindus are really penitent of what they have done
in Bihar.

1 This appeared under the title ‘‘An Appeal to Conscience” as reported
by Pyarelal.
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For a thousand Hindus to surround a hundred Mussal-
mans or for a thousand Mussalmans to surround a hundred
Hindus and oppress them is not bravery but cowardice. Fair
fight means even numbers and previous notice. That does not
mean that I approve of their fighting. It has been said that
the Hindus and Mussalmans cannot stay together as friends or
co-operate with each other. No one can make me believe that,
but if that is your belief, you should say so. I would in that
case not ask the Hindus to return to their homes. They would
leave East Bengal, and it would be a shame for both the Mus-
salmans and the Hindus. If, on the other hand, you want the
Hindus to stay in your midst, you should tell them that they
need not look to the military for protection but to their Mus-
lim brethren instead. Their daughters and sisters and mothers
are your own daughters, sisters and mothers and you should
protect them with your lives. I addressed them in the refugee
camp yesterday. The District Magistrate, Mr. Mclnerny, told
them that all mankind being descended from Adam and Eve,
they were all members of one family—relatives, whatever their
race or religion. So they should live together as relatives.

One man is said to have returned to his village last eve-
ning after the prayer meeting. He found his house surrounded
by Muslims. They would not let him take his property. How
can I, under these circumstances (if they are true), ask anyone
to go back? You should ponder over what I have said and
let me know what you really wish. I shall advise the Hindus
accordingly.

I am told and I believe that there are many good Muslims
who would welcome the Hindus back but the goondas stand in
the way. I wish to tell you that if the good Muslims spoke out
with one voice and acted according to their professions, the so-
called goondas would become ineffective and would mend their
ways.

Harijan, 1-12-1946



132. LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJFI
November 11, 1946

These days I write very few letters myself. One of them is
this one to you. Your telegram! was thoughtlessly drafted. You
don’t know the facts. The newspapers are more or less useless.
You are very ill. You can know almost nothing of the latest
developments, and any conclusions you may draw from such
knowledge will be mostly wrong. You have not even under-
stood the full meaning of the step I have taken. I am writing
this only to tell you that, though you are wise, you are un-
necessarily spoiling your health. Better read good books, reflect
on them and write on them. Or just think of God, that is,
repeat Ramanama so that it may get inscribed in your heart.
If you do so, you will not waste your energy in useless thoughts.

[From Gujarati]
Bapuni Prasadi, p. 214

133. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING?

DATTAPARA,
November 11, 1946

Gandhiji poured out the anguish which the sights which he had seen
had filled him with. Wherever he had gone, he had seen burnt houses and
heard stories of looting and forcible conversions. Hindu women were with-
out the auspicious vermilion mark on their heads and foreheads and with-
out their conch-shell bangles. How he wished that all Muslim brothers would
condemn these atrocities with one voice so that the Hindus could go back to
their homes and live there as they used to before the disturbances. Their
houses would be rebuilt before they could go back. The Muslims should help
in that. Such he believed was the injunction of the holy Koran too.

Harijan, 1-12-1946

1'This had reference to Gandhiji’s intended fast over the Bihar atrocities.
2 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”. It being a silence-day the
speech was read out.
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134. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

[DATTAPARA,]
November 11, 1946

CHI. AMTUL SALAAM,

I have your letter. You will send the khadi here.

I shall certainly come but I cannot say when. IfI am
late, Bapa will come. The work is difficult. But whatever the
situation, we have to do our duty. What more shall I write?
I have now come back from Noakhali and Sonachaka. Prayer
is over and I am writing this.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 538

135. LETTER TO N. K. BOSE!

[DATTAPARA,]
November 12, 1946

DEAR NIRMAL,

You went away suddenly and without seeing me. I was
under the impression that you were with Satis Babu and there-
fore [with] me to the end. Hemprabha Devi says you would
come if I needed you. I do need you for any work that may
be assigned to you by me directly or through Satis Babu. If
you are agreeable, please come without delay.?

Yours,
Baru

From a photostat : C. W. 10532. Courtesy : N. K. Bose. Also G. N. 10507

1 The addressee, a professor in Calcutta University, had accompanied
Gandhiji during his Noakhali tour till November 8 and then left to resume
university work.

2 He rejoined Gandhiji on November 17.
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136. LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR
November 12, 1946

CHI. LILY,

What a letter you have written! Your mind is extremely
unsteady. No one can travel with me as a matter of right.
How often did Mahadev have to leave me? Is there any rule
that a daughter must travel with her father? I have showed
you your dharma. You are doing well in your studies. Do
better still; I shall be fully satisfied with that.

I was not displeased with you when you were in Delhi. If
you see only the bad in everything, how can I help it? = The
only way to please me is for you to complete your studies and
use your knowledge for serving others.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 9605. Also C. W. 6577. Cour-
tesy : Lilavati Asar

137. LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR

Camp DATTAPARA,
November 12, 1946

If this conflagration does not subside, I am certain that I
shall be consumed by it.

I intend to fix all those who are accompanying me separately
or they will take up their own independent work.

I shall be touring the surrounding villages here. I shall not be
able to use your services. You may go on sending for Harijan what-
ever you can. Your place is in Assam. By all means go there.
Bardoloi! needs somebody by his side, and you are the right man.

Your duty is to look after the Hindustani work and bring credit
to it. All need not offer themselves up in the sacrifice I am
performing. Everyone should remain engrossed in his own work.

I got the articles sent by you. They will be published without
any mention of my name. What is the point in giving my name

I Gopinath Bardoloi, Prime Minister of Assam
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in a journal being published by me, and that, too, over an article
written by you? You can do that only after my death or in some
other journal. But that also with a restrained pen.
I hope you are well.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 10982

138. LETTER TO BRIFJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA

CampP DATTAPARA,
November 12, 1946
CHI. BRAJKRISHNA,

I see that it is useless sending for you here. There is no
possibility at all of your being with me. Arrangements are be-
ing made for all those who are with me to be put in separate
places. Therefore your duty is to stay on in Delhi and render
whatever service you can there. The first duty is to make your
body healthy.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 2494

139. LETTER TO MAHESH DATT MISHRA

November 12, 1946
CHI. MAHESH,

I think of you every day. I can now say definitely that
your coming here will be useless. I am suggesting that each co-
worker should be put in a different village. What would be the
good of sending for you? In fact, they should all be Bengalis.
First I have to see about those who are with me. What shall
I do if I send for new workers? How does it help if the new
arrivals remain with me. Now do whatever you think is right.
What will happen to me, only God knows. Have you fitted
yourself for Hindustani Harijan.!

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 6717. Also C. W. 4461. Courtesy :

Mahesh Datt Mishra

1 Vide pp. 14 and 25.



140. LETTER TO JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN

DATTAPARA,
November 12, 1946
CHI. JAYAPRAKASH,

I feel that today you are the God in Bihar. Will Bihar really
become calm? We have committed a grievous error. Write to
me frankly what is likely to happen now. Give me your un-
reserved opinion. I have a feeling that there should be no Con-
gress [session] this time. Leaders of all the provinces should re-
main in their own provinces. You may convey my opinion to
all. T may not be able to do it as I have little free time.

Where is Prabha!? What does she do?

I hope you are keeping well.
Blessings from

Baru
SHRI JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN
PaTNna
From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

141. LETTER TO RAJENDRA PRASAD

DATTAPARA,
November 12, 1946
BHAI RAJENDRA BABU,

You have again fallen ill! How are you now? What is the
condition in Bihar? Are those who committed the atrocities
relenting? Do they need me there? They should not. If the
Bihar fury does not abate, I do not wish to remain alive because
my life would then be meaningless. Write to me what precisely

the condition is.
The work here is very delicate. Let us see what comes about.

Blessings from
Baru

Dr. RAJENDRA PrasaD
PaTna

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
1 Prabhavati, addressee’s wife
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142. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

DATTAPARA,
November 12, 1946

Gandhiji again referred to the question of repatriation. The Moulvi
Saheb, the Vice-President of Union No. 6, who had addressed them before
him had invited them in the name of the Mussalmans to return to their
homes. But it was not so easy in action as it was in speech. Everyone was
anxious to see the two communities live in peace and harmony once again.
For that it was not necessary that they should have the same religion. He
had seen awful sights of destruction. He had seen the terror-stricken faces
of the sufferers. They had been forcibly converted once and they were
afraid the same thing would be repeated. He wanted them to shed that fear.
He alone deserved to live who refused to give up God’s name.2 He re-
membered how during the Jallianwala Bagh days, young English lads
made big, hefty men crawl on their bellies. The lane through which they
were made to crawl was called the crawling lane. Those men had a human form
but they were worse than worms. So they must learn to be brave and face
death rather than give up Ramanama.

He was not enamoured of the military and the police. The function of
the police was to arrest thieves and dacoits, that of the military to guard
them against foreign aggression. The police and the military could not teach
them to cease fighting among themselves and live as friends. He would not
ask anyone to return to their homes unless one good Hindu and one good
Muslim stood surety for their safety in their respective villages.3 He referred
to the scheme for repatriation but it could work only if the Muslim League
wished to have peace and fully co-operated. Shamsuddin Saheb was coming
in two or three days. They would hear from him what the League Govern-
ment wanted to do.

Harijan, 1-12-1946; and Hindustan Standard, 15-11-1946

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter” in Harijan. The audience
consisted mostly of refugees.

2 The rest of the paragraph is from Hindustan Standard.

3 This sentence is from Hindustan Standard.
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143. TRIBUTE TO MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA

DATTAPARA,
November 13, 1946

In Pandit Malaviya’s death! India loses the oldest and one of
the ablest and unswerving servants. Up to the last moment he
never ceased to think of India and her freedom.

Hindustan Standard, 15-11-1946

144. DISCUSSION WITH CO-WORKERS

DATTAPARA,?
November 13, 1946

Early in the morning Gandhiji announced to his party an important
decision. He had decided to disperse his party detailing each member, in-
cluding the ladies, to settle down in one affected village and make himself
or herself hostage for the safety and security of the Hindu minority of that
village. They must be pledged to protect with their lives, if necessary, the
Hindu population of that village. His decision was not binding on anyone
of his party, he said. Those who wanted to, were free to go away and take
up any of his other constructive activities.

Those who have ill-will against the Mussalmans or Islam
in their hearts or cannot curb their indignation at what has hap-
pened should stay away. They will only misrepresent me by
working under this plan.

So far as he was concerned, he added, his decision was final and
irrevocable and left no room for discussion. He was going to bury himself
in East Bengal till the Hindus and Mussalmans learnt to live together in
harmony and peace. He would deprive himself of the services of all his
companions and fend for himself with whatever assistance he could command
locally.3 His ahimsa would be incomplete, he argued, unless he took that
step. Either ahimsa is the law of life or it is not. A friend used to say that
the Ahimsa Sutra in Patanjali—Ahimsa Pratishthayam Tatsannidhau vairatyagah

1 Madan Mohan Malaviya died on November 12, 1946; vide also p. 129.

2 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ““A Venture in Faith”

3 Pyarelal says what follows was explained by Gandhiji in the evening.
In the discussion which followed, Thakkar Bapa and Sucheta Kripalani also

took part.

114



DISCUSSION WITH CO-WORKERS 115

(sifgar-afaeigt aiéﬁ*ﬁ a’{iqm:) — was a mistake and needed to be amended
and the saying Ahimsa Paramodharmah (%(fg81 4T 9#:) ought to be read as
Himsa Paramodharmah ( fg&r q(q\] gq9: ); in other words, violence, not non-
violence was the supreme law. If at the crucial moment he lost faith in the
law of non-violence, he must accept the deceased friend’s amendment which
appeared to him to be absurd. Gandhiji continued:

I know the women of Bengal better than probably the
Bengalis do. Today they feel crushed and helpless. The sacrifice
of myself and my companions would at least teach them the art
of dying with self-respect. It might open, too, the eyes of the op-
pressors and melt their hearts. I do not say that the moment
my eyes are closed theirs will open. But that will be the ulti-
mate result, I have not the slightest doubt. If ahimsa disappears,
Hindu Dharma disappears.

“The issue is not religious but political. It is not a movement against
the Hindus, but against the Congress,” remarked one member of the party.

GANDHIJI : Do you not see that they think that the Con-
gress is a purely Hindu body? And do not forget that I have
no watertight compartments such as religious, political and other.
Let us not lose ourselves in a forest of words. How to solve the
tangle—violently or non-violently—is the question. In other
words, has my method efficacy today?

QUESTION : How can you reason with people who are thirsting for
your blood? Only the other day one of our workers was murdered.

GaNDHII : I know it. To quell the rage is our job.

Another worker asked whether it was right to invite people to return
to their villages under the prevailing conditions which involved a consider-
able amount of risk.

Gandhiji’s reply was that there was no harm in asking them to return
to their villages if the Muslims of that village collectively guaranteed their
safety and their guarantee was backed by one good Hindu and one good
Mussalman, who would stay with them in that village and protect them by
laying down their lives, if necessary. If there was that much guarantee, the
refugees ought to return to their homes and face whatever risk there might
be. If they had not the courage to live on these terms, Hinduism was doom-
ed to disappear from East Bengal. The question of East Bengal is not one
of Bengal alone. The battle for India is today being decided in East Bengal.
Today Mussalmans are being taught by some that Hindu religion is an
abomination and therefore forcible conversion of Hindus to Islam is a merit.
It would save to Islam at least the descendants of those who were forcibly
converted. If retaliation is to rule the day, the Hindus, in order to win,
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will have to outstrip the Mussalmans in the nefarious deeds that the latter
are reported to have done. The United Nations set out to fight Hitler with
his weapons and ended by out-Hitlering Hitler.

QuEsTION: How can we reassure the people when the miscreants are

still at large in these villages?

G. That is why I have insisted upon one good Mussalman
standing security along with a good Hindu for the safety and
security of those who might be returning. The former will have
to be provided by the Muslim Leaguers who form the Ben-
gal Government.

Harijan, 24-11-1946

145. TALK TO OFFICIALS!

DATTAPARA,
November 13, 1946

It was represented by the Maulvi Saheb who had spoken the previous
day in the prayer meeting that the Muslims, far from wanting to drive away
the Hindus, themselves felt insecure as a number of them with status and
standing had been put under arrest although they were innocent and that
was the real obstacle in the way of their befriending the Hindus. Gandhiji
replied that he did not see how that could stand in the way of their establish-
ing good relations with the Hindus. On the contrary, it ought to provide
an incentive for cultivating their friendship and winning their confidence so
that there would be no motive left to get innocent Muslims implicated. The
issue was really irrelevant to the proposition before them.

When large numbers have participated in crime, it is but
natural that some innocent men will be implicated with the
guilty ones. It is so all the world over. That does not mean
that the guilty ones should not be proceeded against.

The remedy was for the Muslims to confer with the Hindus and pro-
duce agreed lists of those who had been really guilty. No innocent person
would then suffer. To bring to book the really guilty ones was the acid test
of the sincerity of the authorities and the local Muslims alike. Addressing
the members of the Muslim League in the gathering, Gandhiji proceeded:

I have come here to seek your co-operation. You are a
powerful party. What has happened here does not show Islam

1 The officials included the District Magistrate, the Superintendent of
Police and some officials. There were besides a number of representatives of
relief organizations, the refugees and some local Muslims.
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at its best or even at its worst. It is the very negation of Islam.
The first question we have got to settle is whether there can be
co-operation between the Hindus and Muslims. I have apprised
Shaheed Suhrawardy of the things that have prevented the
refugees from returning to their villages. The havoc which I saw
yesterday was appalling. These things cannot be whitewashed.
Energetic steps have to be taken.

Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. 1, Book 2, pp. 29-30

146. LETTER TO SUDHIR GHOSH
November 14, 1946

CHI. SUDHIR,!

I have your two notes.? You are just now more useful
there? than here. But when you feel that you want to consult
me on anything, of course you are free to come. I am
fixed up in East Bengal for some time, perhaps months, to
come.

Both your letters are good so far as they go. Of course
I was wholly right in what I had said about the Viceroy.

Both the major parties are demoralized each in its own way.
So is the third party—the British rulers. They cannot think co-
gently. Military glory and love of power will not allow them
to do so. We see others as we are. Hence the central teaching
of the Gita: acquisition of the capacity to see things with de-
tachment as perfect as it is humanly possible.

In my opinion for the British not to leave India till there
is perfect peace in the land seems to me to be an impossible
dream. What they can and must dois to transfer the whole
power to the willing and capable party at the earliest moment,
to withdraw the British part of the army and disband the rest.
They should not think of keeping any part for the protection
of British interests. These must be left to the goodwill of the
people of India. This is the royal road to peaceful transfer
and no other. This conviction has not yet gone home to the
cabinet. I doubt not that you can work out all the corollaries

1 This is in Devanagari.

2 In Gandhi’s Emissary, p. 193, the addressee explains that these were his
drafts of letters written to interpret Gandhiji to Stafford Cripps and Pethick—
Lawrence.

3In New Delhi
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to the above. If you flounder at any point, send me your ques-
tions through a messenger.

Love to you and Shantil.
Baru

Sudhir Ghosh Papers. Courtesy : Nehru Memorial Museum and Library.
Also a facsimile in Gandhi’s Emissary, between pp. 212 and 213

147. LETTER TO FAISUKHLAL GANDHI
November 14, 1946

CHI. JAISUKHLAL,

I have replied to your wire. I cannot call both of you to
stay here. Here it is a matter of ‘do or die’. ‘Do’ means making
the Muslims see light. Besides, those who are with me will each
have to go and camp in a different village and, if necessary,
lay down his life. How can you then fit in here? You are in
service. How can Manu stay alone in a strange village? Never-
theless, if both of you are willing to stay in separate villages
and sacrifice yourselves, I shall be ready to take you. But if
your telegram is meant only to seek permission for the two of
you to come and see me, by all means do come. There will
no doubt be some risk in that too. I cannot say where I shall
be then. I expect of course to be somewhere in East Bengal.
I do not even know whether I shall be alive. Now do as you
think fit.

I hope Manudi has recovered. If she keeps indifferent
health, she will not feel comfortable here. The climate and
water are not very good. Even the necessities may not be
available, or available only with great difficulty. The roads are
difficult. The distance in miles from Calcutta is not great but
there is a river to cross which is as wide as a sea. So it takes
time.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati : M.M.U./24

1 Addressee’s wife



148. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

DATTAPARA,
November 14, 1946

CHI. VALLABHBHALI,

I began with ‘Chi.’ and therefore do not score it out to
make ‘Bhai’. You are to me what you are. Acharya! told me
everything. I have communicated my view to Jawaharlal. Please
see it. The more I think about it, the more I find myself against
the Congress session at Meerut. It is best not to have a session,
but if you must have one, have it in New Delhi.2 Since it is
Kripalani’s affair, it is only right to let him take the final deci-
sion, though everyone should give his own view. His address may
be printed and read if the Congress is called off. You have many
problems before you. You need peace to be able to solve them.
You need time as well. If a mistake is made now, it will prove
to be very costly.

I cannot leave this place. If it is necessary to consult me,
you should come here and ask me. That is the only way out.
Truly speaking, there should be no need at all to consult me.
I have said and done enough. The work here may perhaps be
my last. If I survive this, it will be a new life for me. My
non-violence is being tested here in a way it has never been
tested before.

I hope you are all well enough to be able to work.

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 327-8

17, B. Kripalani
2 The session was held in New Delhi on November 19 and 20 and
at Meerut from November 21.
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149. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING!

SHAHPUR,
November 14, 1946

Gandhiji had been told that there would be a big gathering at Shahpur.
But someone had spread the rumour that he would be accompanied by the
Superintendent of Police, the District Magistrate and an armed guard who
would utilize the occasion for making arrests, with the result that very few
people were in evidence when Gandhiji arrived there.

£}

“It is a cruel joke,” remarked Gandhiji. For so far as he was concerned,
he had never wanted any police or district authorities to accompany him.
But the authorities said they could not take the risk of letting him go about
unprotected.

It had been brought to his notice that in several places, while the local
Mussalmans professed to be anxious that peace should be re-established, they
were not prepared to do anything for it or give any guarantee unless the
Muslim League leaders asked them to. Gandhiji, recognizing the reasonable-
ness of their suggestion, referred to a statement of Qaid-e-Azam Jinnah which
he had read that morning. He did not like everything in that statement
but there were some things in it which should commend themselves to all.
In that statement Qaid-e-Azam Jinnah had said:

“If the Mussalmans lose their balance and give vent to the spirit of
vengeance and retaliation and prove false to the highest codes of morality
and preachings of our great religion Islam, they will not only lose their title
to the claim of Pakistan but also it will start of a most vicious circle of
bloodshed and cruelty which will at once put off the day of our freedom and
we shall only be helping to prolong the period of slavery and bondage.”

He had further said:

““We must prove politically that we are brave, generous and trustworthy

. that in the Pakistan areas the minorities will enjoy the fullest security of
life, property and honour just as the Mussalmans themselves, nay, even
greater.”

He would like them, remarked Gandhiji, to ponder over that statement,
if, on examination, they found that his quotation was correct. Murder, loot,
arson, abduction, forcible marriages and forcible conversions could not but
prolong India’s slavery. If they kept on quarrelling among themselves, if

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”. Gandhiji left Dattapara for
Kazirkhil in the afternoon. En route he addressed a public meeting at Shahpur.
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they looked to the police and the military for protection, they would be
inciting the third party to rule over them.

Haryan, 1-12-1946

150. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

KAZzIRKHIL,
November 14, 1946

Gandhiji said he found indescribable peace in the natural scenery
around him but he found that peace missing on the faces of the men and
women. And how could they have peace after all that they had been through?
He found a number of guards standing there to protect him and his party.
Against whom were they to protect him? He was not used to going about
with a guard. He had toured in Bengal unprotected before this. He said:

But today the authorities would not let me do so. It is a
matter of sorrow and shame for me and more than me it should
be a matter of shame for the Mussalmans of East Bengal.

Even the schools and temples had been destroyed, he proceeded.
Shamsuddin Saheb, their Minister, did not like it. The happenings in East
Bengal, he said, had hurt him deeply. The hearts of the people had to be
purged of hatred. For that their help and co-operation was necessary.

This fratricide was more awful than anything in his experience. He had
carried on a grim struggle for 20 years in South Africa and for the last 30
years in India. But this mutual slaughter had nonplussed him. He did not
know how he could induce the two communities to live in peace and
harmony again. He had come to Bengal to find out a solution for the prob-
lem. Bengal was a big province. If the communal problem could be solved
here, it would be solved elsewhere also. If he succeeded here, he would go
away from Bengal with a new lease of life. If not, he wished God to remove
him from this earth. He did not wish to leave Bengal empty-handed. The
word ‘‘pessimism’ was not to be found in his dictionary.

The Muslims butchered the Hindus and did worse things than butchery
in Bengal and the Hindus butchered the Muslims in Bihar. When both acted
wickedly it was no use making comparisons or saying one was less wicked
than the other, or who started the trouble. If they wished to take revenge
they should learn the art from him. He also took revenge, but it was of
a different type. He had read a Gujarati poem in his childhood which

I Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘Weekly Letter”. At Kazirkhil, Gandhiji
had been lodged in a partially destroyed house which had been cleaned up
and made habitable. Prayers were held in the compound of the house.
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said: “If to him who gives you a glass of water, you give two, there is no
merit in it. Real merit lies in doing good to him who does you evil.”
Gandhiji concluded:

That I consider noble revenge.

I read a story about one of the earlier Caliphs. A man
attacked the Caliph with a sword. The Caliph wrested the
sword from the assailant’s hands and was going to kill him
when the assailant spat on his face. The Caliph thereupon let
him go free because the indignity had filled him with personal
anger. This produced a great impression upon the assailant
and he embraced Islam. One who is forcibly converted to
Islam ceases to be a man. To recite the Kalma through fear
is meaningless.

Harijan, 1-12-1946

151. TELEGRAM TO JAISUKHLAL GANDHI

Ramecang,
November 15, 1946

JarsurHLAL GANDHI
CARE SciNDIA NAVIGATION COMPANY
Manuva
DIFFICULT  FOR YOou COME HERE, WHEN IS MANU
COMING  MAHUVA?  WRITING.
Baru

From a microfilm : M.M.U./24

152. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
November 15, 1946

CHI. AMTUL SALAAM,

I have your letter. There is no doubt at all about my
going to Dashgharial. Discussion is going on with the Muslim
League. There is no need for you to come here. You should

' A village, four miles from Kazirkhil, where the addressee was work-
ing. Gandhiji had posted her in Siraudi centre and she had under her
charge ten villages.
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get absorbed in your own work. Do not worry too much. Do
what your strength permits you to do and be content.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G. N. 539

153. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

Rameang,
November 15, 1946

Gandhiji reiterated and emphasized his previous day’s appeal. He could
talk to them of nothing but sorrow and suffering these days. Wherever he
went he saw awful sights of destruction. There were no tears in his eyes.
He who shed tears could not wipe those of others, but his heart did weep.
He had come with the hope that he could have a frank talk with the
Mussalmans and that they would repent of their misdeeds and request the
Hindus not to leave their homes. If the repentance was genuine, the Hin-
dus would recognize their sincerity and regain lost confidence. But he could
see that the Hindus and the Muslims of East Bengal had been embittered
against one another. He would not go into the reasons thereof. But
the Muslim brethren would permit him to say that so far as he knew, in
East Bengal they had been the aggressors. The Hindus were mortally afraid
of them. At Chaumuhani Muslims came to his meeting in larger numbers
than the Hindus did. But he did not know why they were avoiding him
after the first meeting at Dattapara. It hurt him. He wanted the few
Mussalmans who were present at the meeting to carry his message to the
rest. A Muslim sister who had been going about meeting leading Muslims
in these parts had said that the Muslims told her plainly that they wanted
orders from the League leaders before they could promise to befriend the
Hindus or attend Gandhiji’s meetings. The exodus of the Hindus was
still continuing. If the Muslims assured them that they were neighbours,
friends and brothers, sons of the same soil, breathing the same air and
drinking the same water, that the Hindus had nothing to fear from
them, the exodus would stop and even those who had left their homes would
return. Even animals were friendly to those who befriended them. But man
was made in the image of God. To justify his inheritance, man had to re-
turn good for evil. Whosoever was at fault, this truth applied to both the
parties. The Muslims wanted orders from the League. He could understand

1 Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”. The meeting was held in
the school maidan.
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it. There was a League Government in the province. But that did not mean
that the Government should be inimical to those outside the League.

He reiterated what he said! about Qaid-e-Azam Jinnah’s message on the
previous day. They should search their hearts and ask themselves if they had
lived up to that message. He concluded:

So far as I know, Islam does not permit forcible conver-
sion and atrocities on women. What good can a mere repeti-
tion of the Kalma do to one whose heart does not accept Is-
lam? You should ask your leaders, therefore, whether you are
to be friends with the Hindus or enemies and tell me. If you
wish to be enemies, the Hindus should be asked to leave East
Bengal. For myself, I have come to stay in East Bengal till
there is reconciliation between the two.

Harijan, 1-12-1946

154. LETTER TO VIYOGI HARI
November 16, 1946

BHAI VIYOGI HARI,
Yesterday I read the letter written to you by your col-
leagues there. I do not consider it uncivil. The answer to it
is not your resignation?.. On the contrary, you should have a
talk with them and satisfy them .. .3is one of them. Work
under him. To come out from there would be forsaking your
duty. If you find yourselfin a dilemma, you may come here
and thrash it out with me. Bapa has seen this. He agrees
with me. Both of us are stuck here.
Blessings from
Baru

[From Hindi]
Badonke Preranadayak Kuchh Patra, p. 19

1 Vide pp. 120-1.
2 From the Udyogshala of Harijan Sevak Sangh
3 Omission as in the source



155. LETTER TO MANORANJFAN CHAUDHURI
November 16, 1946

BHAI MANORANJAN BABU!,

Why do you fall ill so often? It is the duty of a worker
to keep his body and mind healthy. Observe scrupulously the
rules of good health. I hope there is no fever now.

Blessings from
Bapu

From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 10576

156. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING?

KAZIRKHIL,

November 16, 1946

Gandhiji, addressing the meeting after Goffran Saheb3, began by referring
to Shamsuddin Saheb’s speech* at Chaumuhani a few days ago. They had
now heard Goffran Saheb. The Ministers wanted them to live together as
friends. The police and the military could not protect them. God alone
could protect them. They had, therefore, to look to each other for their
safety. Goffran Saheb had told them that the Government did not wish the
Hindus to leave FEast Bengal. Awful things had no doubt happened but
they should let bygones be bygones. They must turn a new leaf. When one
had suffered as they had, one was liable to become filled with suspicion.
But that had to be overcome.

A member from the audience had requested him to allow him five
minutes to reply to Goffran Saheb’s speech which he said, required correction
in several places. But Gandhiji replied that he was afraid he could not allow
the meeting to be turned into a public debate. ~Whatever was said at the
meeting was said in good faith’> and to do His work. But if the friend in
question sent him a letter, not couched offensively, he would gladly forward

! Hindu Mahasabha leader, who had been working for the formation of
a peace committee

2 Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”

3 Abdul Goffran, Minister for Civil Supplies, Bengal Government

4 Shamsuddin Ahmed met Gandhiji on November 8, vide p. 102.

5 Hindustan Standard has “‘in God’s name”.
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it to Goffran Saheb. He rebuked the audience too for not observing pin-
drop silence while the Muslim Members of the audience were performing
namaz. Culture and good breeding required that they should observe silence
when others said their prayers. There should be mutual respect. All worship-
ped the same God, whatever their religion. He was glad to see the Congress
and the League flags flying together in the prayer ground. Both had great
significance. They should realize as Qaid-e-Azam Jinnah Saheb had said
that if they kept on quarrelling among themselves the country would remain
a slave country and Pakistan would vanish into thin air.

He was receiving threatening letters, said Gandhiji. Some Muslims
feared that he had come to suppress them. He could assure them that
he had never suppressed anyone in all his life. They asked him why he
had not gone to Bihar. He had declared his resolve to fast! if Bihar did
not stop the madness. He was in constant touch with Bihar. Pandit
Jawaharlalji, Dr. Rajendra Prasad and others had assured him that his
presence there was not required. Bihar, he understood, was practically peace-
ful now. Tension was still there, but it was going. The Muslims were re-
turning to their villages. The Government had taken the responsibility to
build the houses of those who had been rendered homeless. He was also
receiving many telegrams from Hindus asking why he did not fast against
the Muslims for the happenings in Bengal. He could not do so today. If
the Mussalmans realized that he was their friend, he would be entitled to
fast against them also. If he was to leave East Bengal he would go only
after peace ruled the breasts of the Hindus and the Muslims. He had no
desire to live any longer otherwise.?

He was in the midst of a Muslim population in Noakhali, he said.
He did not like the idea of staying with Hindu friends. He would like to
see if he could stay with a League Mussalman.

My requirements are very few. All I want is cleanliness,
clean water, permissible food and the freedom to pray to God
in my own way.

The Muslim friends will have an opportunity to examine me at
close quarters and find out whether I am an enemy or a friend.

Harijan, 8-12-1946; and Hindustan Standard, 21-11-1946

1 Vide p. 82.
2 What follows is extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“The ‘Do or Die’ Mission”.
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KAZIRKHIL,

November 17, 1946

The District Magistrate had issued orders and advertized the fact, re-
marked Gandhiji, that forcible conversions, i. e., conversions out of fear, would
not be recognized by law. He did not know if everyone of those who had
been converted forcibly had been restored to Hinduism. If not, it should be
done if they wanted to replace the present bitterness between the two com-
munities by cordiality.

Some abducted girls were still missing. They should be returned
without further delay. A dhobi had brought to him his boy of one
year this afternoon. He had recovered the child after a month from a
Muslim with police help. It was the duty of the Muslim brethren to put
an end to such acts. They should make a frank confession of error in the
past and promise to avoid it in future. He, who tried to hide his mistakes,
could never rectify them. He himself was a votary of truth. Even when
he practised law, he told his clients to tell him the truth if they want-
ed him to take up their case. He would not plead for a false case. The
result was that only true and bona-fide cases were brought to him. He
had long ceased to practise law and had even been struck off the rolls of
the Bar register? for the offence of sedition. But he continued to follow the
same principle. His advice to the Hindus and the Muslims was to get
rid of all evil in themselves. Without that they would not be able to live
in peace or have respect for one another.

Gandhiji observed that he had heard that because he did not allow
a gentleman to reply to Goffran Saheb’s remarks there and then at the
meeting, the Hindus were annoyed and had boycotted the meeting.? He was
unrepentant. He never said or did anything merely to please others. He

I Extracted from Pyarelal’s ‘“Weekly Letter”. On the morning of Novem-
ber 17, Gandhiji had visited the village of Dashgharia, two miles from Kazirkhil,
where he was met by a large number of women, who had all been forcibly
converted and now reconverted to their own religion.

2 Gandhiji had been disbarred on November 10, 1922, following his con-
viction by Ahmedabad Sessions Court on March 18, 1922.

3 Gandhiji was later assured ‘‘that they had not boycotted the meeting
but as it was Sunday and the bazaar day, the women were afraid to come
out as there would be many Muslims, including goondas about. Vide also
pp. 132-3.
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had always taught that one should do one’s duty irrespective of the re-
action it may have on others. @A man who always did what he believed to
be right never feared anyone.

Harijan, 8-12-1946

158. TELEGRAM TO VIYOGI HARI
November 18, 1946

BAPA I GLAD YOU  WITHDREW  RESIGNATION.  WRITING.!
Bapu

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

159. TELEGRAM TO D. B. KALELKAR
[November 18, 194672

KAKASAHEB

YOUR LETTER. WROTE YOU TWO LETTERS.? YOU CAN
COME DISCUSS THINGS.

Baru

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

160. SILENCE-DAY NOTE TO N. K. BOSE
November 18, 1946

I want you, if you can and will, to be with me wherever
I go and stay while I am in Bengal. The idea is that I should
be alone only with you as my companion and interpreter. This
you should do only if you can sever your connection with the
University and would care to risk death, starvation, etc. Satis
Babu knows all about my design. You will know from him.

Secondly, I want you to collect from Dawn, Azad, Morning
News and Star of India all the telling extracts from Qaid-e-Azam’s

1 Vide p. 130.
2 This was found among items of t