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PREFACE

In the period covered by this volume (August 1 to Novem-
ber 10, 1947) the triumph of the Transfer of Power is over-
shadowed by the tragedy of Partition. The “waters of the ocean
catch fire” and we see Gandhiji trying to quench with his tears
the spreading flames and incurring the wrath of those who loved
his mother-religion not wisely but too well.

On August 15, the country became free, the non-violent
struggle against foreign rule ending in the conversion of an Em-
pire into a Commonwealth. The historic event, however, was
disfigured by barbarous outbreaks of communal violence pro-
voked and sustained by the prolonged “hymn of hate” (p. 330),
which accompanied the campaign for a separate state for the
Muslims. Gandhiji pitted his whole soul against this madness and
tried to calm the angry passions on both sides. In Calcutta the
“One-man Boundary Force” (as Lord Mountbatten hailed him)
stopped the rioting, while 55 thousand soldiers failed to do so in
the Punjab (p. 116). The local miracle was completed by a fast
which extinguished the fire in Bengal. It could not, however, be
repeated in Delhi; it needed the martyrdom five months later to
cure the country’s madness once for all.

The volume opens on a hopeful note. Disagreeing with a
correspondent’s suggestion that he was being “buried alive”, Gan-
dhiji pointed out that even the members of the Muslim League
had started saying, “we are all brothers” (p. 1), that the masses
had not lost faith in his ideals and that he would be ‘“alive in
the grave and ... speaking from it (p. 16).

Gandhiji’s faith in the people seemed to be vindicated in
Calcutta, where he reached on August 9 on his way to Noakhali
to resume his peace mission there, intending afterwards to go to
Bihar. Here he found the Muslims “living in terror”. The me-
mory of the ‘“‘great Calcutta killing” of August 16, 1946, provoked
by the Muslim League’s observance of “Direct Action Day”
(vide Vol. LXXXYV), was rankling in the people’s minds and the
Hindus, it was reported to Gandhiji, had started threatening re-
venge (pp. 19-20). The Secretary of the Calcutta District Mus-
lim League waited on Gandhiji on August 10 and “entreated”
him “to stay on in Calcutta even if it were only for two more
days”. Gandhiji agreed, on condition that they guaranteed the
peace of Noakhali, warning them that if things went wrong there
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on the 15th they would have to face a fast unto death by him.
The Muslim leaders accepted the condition (p. 21). Appealing
for sanity in his prayer speech on the Illth, he said: “...we
must unlearn the habit of retaliation in every shape and form”,
not merely in action but, more importantly, in thought (p. 27).

Late in the evening the same day the former Muslim League
Premier of Bengal, H. S. Suhrawardy, came with the Muslim
League leader and requested Gandhiji to prolong his stay in
Calcutta indefinitely till peace was firmly restored in the city.
Gandhiji replied: “I would remain if you and I are prepared
to live together.... We shall have to work till every Hindu
and Mussalman in Calcutta safely returns to the place where
he was before. We shall continue in our effort till our last
breath.”” He asked Suhrawardy to think carefully before accept-
ing the offer, for this would mean ‘that the old Suhrawardy”
would ‘““die” and become a fakir (p. 28). Suhrawardy accepted
the offer, and on the 13th evening the two moved for joint resi-
dence to an old abandoned house in the predominantly Muslim
locality of Beliaghata. Gandhiji wrote to his trusted co-worker,
Satis Chandra Das Gupta: “I have taken many risks, perhaps this
is the greatest of all” (p. 40).

The Hindus were in an aggressive mood, for Suhrawardy
was believed to have been responsible for the killing on August
16, 1946. Facing an angry demonstration on the very first
day of their arrival at the place, Gandhiji reasoned with the lead-
ers: “... I have come here to serve not only Muslims but
Hindus, Muslims and all alike....I am going to put myself
under your protection. You are welcome to turn against me
.. (p. 33). Their reply was: “We do not want your sermons
on ahimsa. You go away from here.” But Gandhiji persisted in

the non-violent confrontation. ‘“You can obstruct my work,
even kill me. I won’t invoke the help of the police. ... what is
the use of your dubbing me an enemy of the Hindus? ... how

can I, who am a Hindu by birth, a Hindu by creed and a
Hindu of Hindus in my way of living, be an ‘enemy’ of Hin-
dus?” (p. 34). The opposition was softened somewhat, but not
quite. It was overcome the next day, on the 14th evening, only
when Suhrawardy openly admitted his responsibility for the pre-
vious year’s killing on August 16. The admission, Gandhiji said
afterwards, ““was the turning-point. It had a cleansing effect”
... (p. 43).

And so on the 15th, Gandhiji celebrated the coming of
freedom with prayer and fasting and spinning. Calcutta threw
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itself into a delirium of joy, “Hindus and Muslims meeting
together in perfect friendliness” and “Hindus . . . admitted to
mosques and Muslims . . . to the Hindu mandirs” and exuberant
cries of ‘Long Live Hindustan and Pakistan’ “from the joint
throats of the Hindus and the Muslims’’. Gandhiji claimed no credit

for this miracle. ‘““This sudden upheaval is not the work of one
or two men. We are toys in the hands of God. He makes us
dance to His tune. . . . in this miracle He has used us two as His
instruments and . . . I only ask whether the dream of my youth

is to be realized in the evening of my life ” (pp. 47 and 48-9).

There was encouraging news from West Pakistan, too. Jinnah
was reported to have said that “there was no longer any quarrel”
between Hindus and Muslims. C. Rajagopalachari had confirmed
the information (p. 52). Regardless of Pakistan’s policy, Gandhiji
urged the Hindus in India to be just to Muslims at all cost. “The
proper thing,” he said, “was for each majority to do their duty in
all humility, irrespective of what the other majority did in the
other State” (p. 61). Gandhiji wrote in Hargjan, . . .the Indian
Union and Pakistan belong equally to all who call themselves and
are, sons of the soil, irrespective of their creed or colour™ (p. 73).
Gandhiji pleaded with the Press: “Let the past be buried. Do not
rake it up. Think of the future” (p. 67).

Gandhiji wished India ‘“‘to assure liberty of religious pro-
fession to every single individual”. This was the one great achieve-
ment of ancient India. It had “recognized cultural democracy”,
holding that ‘“‘the roads to God were many, but the goal was one,
because God was one and the same. ... the roads were as many
as there were individuals in the world” (p. 57). In other words,
religion was *“ a personal matter”” and should be confined to * the
personal plane” (p. 79).

The atmosphere was too vitiated, however, for such wise and
humane counsels to prevail. Gandhiji sensed the continued tension
in the air. ‘“Though there is rejoicing,” he wrote to Amrit Kaur
on August 16, ‘“‘somehow or other, there is disturbance within.
Is there something wrong with me? Or are things really going
wrong?”’ (p. 50) He shared his doubts with Vallabhbhai also: I
am reminded of the days of the Khilafat. But what if this is just
a momentary enthusiasm?” (p. 55).

Before two weeks were over, Gandhiji’s fears proved true.
While Calcutta and Bengal were returning to peace, trouble started
in the Punjab and the waves of the passions it aroused reached
Calcutta through the Punjabi population there. And on the last
day of the month, even as Gandhiji, believing that things had
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settled down in Calcutta, was preparing to leave for Noakhali on
September 2, an excited crowd of Hindu youths invaded Hydari
Mansion where Gandhiji was staying, threatening the inmates. The
next day there were reports of conflagrations in several parts of
the city. Gandhiji began a fast ““to end only if and when sanity
returns to Calcutta” (p. 132).

As usual, co-workers remonstrated against the decision. “Can
you fast against the goondas?”’ asked C. Rajagopalachari.

Gandhiji replied: ““It is we who make goondas. Without our
sympathy and passive support, the goondas would have no legs to
stand upon. I want to touch the hearts of those who are behind
the goondas” (p. 132). Anticipating criticism from Vallabhbhai
Patel, he wrote : “If the riots continue what will I do by merely
being alive? What is the use of my living? If I lack even the
power to pacify the people, what else is left for me to do?”
(p.134).

The fast had the intended effect. Sarat Chandra Bose, leader
of the Forward Bloc, called on Gandhiji on September 2 and
promised to do his “best on your lines for the establishment of
peace” (p. 139). Syama Prasad Mookerjee, the Hindu Maha-
sabha leader, gave the assurance that the Mahasabha’s National
Guards would patrol the streets along with the Muslim National
Guards (p. 140). A prominent member of the Bengal Muslim
League ‘“‘with tears in his eyes’ assured Gandhiji that “no Muslim
in this area will again disturb the peace. The leaven had begun to
work (p. 142). A group controlling the turbulent elements in
Calcutta met Gandhiji on September 4 and told him that the
ring-leaders would all surrender themselves to him (p. 150). One
of them confessed responsibility for the disturbance in Gandhiji’s
camp on September 1, and agreed to ‘“‘gladly submit to whatever
penalty”’ Gandhiji might impose (p. 151). In the evening a depu-
tation of prominent citizens representing all the communities met
Gandhiji and signed a pledge promising that they would ‘“never
again allow communal strife in the city”” and would “strive unto
death to prevent it”’ (p. 153). Thus peace returned to the city.
Gandhiji broke the fast at 9.15 p.m. The following morning a
stream of young men brought some country-made arms and sur-
rendered them to Gandhiji. A peace corps was formed, to whom
Gandhiji gave his well-known message ‘“My life is my message’
(p. 156).

Freed thus from anxiety on account of Calcutta, Gandhiji
left for Delhi on the 7th and, on the 9th, issued a Press state-
ment: ““ ‘Man proposes, God disposes’ ... I knew nothing about
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the sad state of things in Delhi when I left Calcutta ... I have
been listening the whole day long to the tale of woe that is Delhi
today...I heard enough to warn me that I must not leave
Delhi for the Punjab until it had regained its former self”” (p. 166).

Gandhiji had arrived too late. Jawaharlal Nehru had writ-
ten to him on August 21 that the Punjab needed his ‘“healing
presence”’, but did not press him to go immediately (p. 75).
Gandhiji wrote to him, again and again asking, ‘“When do you
think I should go ...if at all?” (p. 83). But Nehru could not
make up his mind. Well aware of the serious situation there, he
did not perhaps want Gandhiji to expose himself to danger. Re-
ceiving no positive response from Nehru, Gandhiji decided to
leave for Noakhali on September 2, accompanied by Suhrawardy.
But that resolve, too, “collapsed’ after the events of August 31
and September 1 (p. 124). The next day, on September 2, came
Nehru’s wire, “I feel sure now that you should come to Pun-
jab as early as possible” (p. 134). But meanwhile Gandhiji’s fast
had commenced and he could leave only on September 7. Ar-
riving in Delhi, “which always appeared gay”, he now found it
“a city of the dead” (p. 167).

The plague had spread from the Punjab where men had
simply gone insane with hatred and indulged in large-scale kill-
ing, looting and arson, Muslim against Hindu and Sikh and
vice versa. The glorious land that was India had become a cre-
mation-ground (p. 243). Gandhiji prayed to God to take him
away and spare him from being a helpless witness of the sense-
less destruction (pp. 182, 197, 209, 213, 271, 275, 286 and 469).

However, Gandhiji did not yield to the weakness of despair.
“I am surrounded by fire on all sides,”” he wrote to a correspon-
dent, “and yet I am not consumed by it. This is so only because
of Ramanama. I derive profound peace from it (p. 484). This
peace survived even disappointment caused by differences among
political co-workers and lapses of Ashram inmates. He conti-
nued to live in spite of them because he looked upon life “as a
particle of God” and took ‘‘care of it as His gift” (p. 465), to
be spent in the service of His creation.

With this faith in God and man, Gandhiji reached out to
the hearts of the people, Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs, to awaken
the truth of life in them. He put the blame for the tragedy first
on the Hindus and Sikhs who ought to have been “men enough
to stem the tide of hatred?”” (p. 188). Not that he lacked sym-
pathy for the sufferers. “I have seen the terrible plight of the
Hindus and Sikhs of Pakistan. ... Do you think I am not pained?
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... I would say that his brother is my brother, his mother is
my mother, and I have the same anguish in my heart as he
has.” But the way of revenge was not the human way. The
right response was to make the wrongdoers ‘‘feel repentant for
their crimes” (p. 174).

If the Muslims had lost their humanity, that was no reason
why the Hindus and Sikhs also should lose theirs. “It seems to
me,” he told a prayer meeting, ‘“‘that we have all become sava-
ges. Both Hindus and Muslims have turned savage” (p. 261).
“What is going on is not Sikhism, nor Islam nor Hinduism,”
Gandhiji told those who thought they were fighting to save
their religions (p. 245). “No one can destroy Hinduism. If it is
destroyed, it would be at our own hands. Similarly if Islam is
destroyed in India, it would be at the hands of Muslims living
in Pakistan. It cannot be destroyed by Hindus” (p. 247).

Addressing a rally of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh,
Gandhiji praised their ‘“‘discipline, complete absence of untouch-
ability and rigorous simplicity”’, but added that ‘if the Hindus
felt that in India there was no place for anyone else except the
Hindus and if non-Hindus, especially Muslims, wished to live
here, they had to live as the slaves of the Hindus, they would
kill Hinduism” (p. 193).

At the same time, Gandhiji advised the Muslims to show
by their behaviour that they were loyal citizens of the coun-
try. They should surrender their arms and admit that “they
had wished to ... turn the whole of India into Pakistan” but
had now realized their error (pp. 186-7). And they should shed
their exclusiveness. “If you desire complete protection for Mus-
lims,” he told U.P. Muslim League members, “... you should
show sympathy towards the Hindus who have come from Pakis-
tan. You should serve them in their camps and convince them
that you are their brothers” (p.512). Gandhiji complained,
both publicly and in private to Lord Mountbatten, that even
Jinnah had failed in this regard. In trying to reach the hearts
of Muslims, Gandhiji had to contend against the prejudice of
the Muslim masses who had been taught to regard him as an
enemy of Islam. On the other hand, because of his efforts to
befriend the Muslims, the Hindus were furious with him. I shall
not be surprised,” he said, “if one day I fall a prey to this fury”
(p. 384).

Gandhiji acknowledged that Pakistan’s High Commissioner
in Delhi was ‘“‘an enthusiastic believer in communal peace and
friendship” (p. 172). Suhrawardy, who had gone, at Gandhiji’s
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suggestion, on a peace mission to Jinnah, reported that the Pakis-
tan Government had become unpopular with the masses because
of its policy towards the Hindus and Sikhs (p. 307). But some
of the public utterances of the Pakistan leaders had created deep
distrust among the Hindus and Sikhs. Gandhiji blamed Jinnah
primarily for this. The mischief, he told Suhrawardy, “commenced
with Qaid-e-Azam, and still continues” (p. 418).

The distrust was aggravated by the problem of the acces-
sion of the three States, Hyderabad, Junagadh and Kashmir.
Gandhiji and the Government of India held that it should be deci-
ded by the wishes of the people in each case (p. 414). When
Junagadh went to India by popular action, Pakistan allowed
Frontier tribesmen to invade Kashmir and force the hands of its
ruler to join Pakistan. But the action had the opposite effect
of uniting the people of the State, under their leader Sheikh
Abdullah, who preferred accession to India. Gandhiji commended
the Sheikh’s nationalism: “If this is the attitude of the Sheikh
and if he has influence on the Muslims, all is well with us. The
poison which has spread amongst us should never have spread.
Through Kashmir that poison might be removed from us” (p. 434).

The Hindu-Muslim conflict was not the only problem, though
it was the most difficult one, that demanded Gandhiji’s attention.
About shortages of food and cloth he suggested decontrol in
order to let the people learn ‘‘self-help and self-reliance’” and
self-discipline (pp. 294-5, 353 and 468). He advised self-help to
the refugees, too, for maintaining cleanliness in the camps and
overcoming their hardships (pp. 184, 332 and 503). He also out-
lined a code of conduct for Governors (pp. 17-8 and 53-4). But
Gandhiji was content with offering advice and refused to dic-
tate or to choose his own men to run the Government. “Gov-
ernment of the people, by the people and for the people”, he
told a correspondent, ‘“‘cannot be conducted at the bidding of
one man’ (p. 145).

Realizing the differences of approach between Jawaharlal
Nehru and Vallabhbhai Patel, Gandhiji even suggested that
either the one or the other should assume sole charge and drop
the other from the Cabinet (p. 520).

To critics who advised Gandhiji to retire from politics, his
consistent answer was: ‘... the life of the millions is my politics
from which I dare not free myself without denying my life
work and God” (p. 13), and “My life-line is cast in active
public service. . .. destined to continue till the last breath....”
(p. 216). The guiding principle of that service was summed up in
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the talisman Gandhiji gave to a co-worker. ‘Recall the face of
the poorest and the weakest man whom you may have seen,
and ask yourself if the step you contemplate is going to be of

any use to him....will it lead to swaraj for the hungry and
spiritually starving millions?”* (p. 125).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up
in small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of
speeches and interviews, as also passages which are not by Gan-
dhiji have been set up in small type. In reports of speeches and
interviews, slight changes and omissions, where necessary, have
been made in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with
such changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity
with the original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-
hand corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is sup-
plied within square brackets, the reasons being given where
necessary. The writings are placed under the date of publication,
except where they carry a date-line or where the date of writing
has special significance and is ascertainable.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N.
refers to those available in the Gandhi National Museum and
Library (Rashtriya Gandhi Sangrahalaya), New Delhi; M. M. U.
for the reels of the Mobile Microfilm Unit and S. G. for the
documents of the Sevagram collection, which are also available
in the Rashtriya Gandhi Sangrahalaya. C. W. denotes documents
secured by the Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the
text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered
by the volume are also provided at the end.
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LETTER TO ANAND T. HINGORANI (17-8-1947)

SPEECH AT NARKELDANGA (17-8-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (17-8-1947)

FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO MIRABEHN (18-8-1947)

NOTE TO KHULNA CONGRESS WORKERS (18-8-1947)

NOTE TO PEOPLE OF BARRACKPORE (18-8-1947)
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SPEECH AT
LETTER TO
SPEECH AT
TALK WITH
TALK WITH
LETTER TO
LETTER TO
LETTER TO
LETTER TO
INTERVIEW
SPEECH AT
LETTER TO
LETTER TO
SPEECH AT
SPEECH AT
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PRAYER MEETING (18-8-1947)
SUSHILA GANDHI (19-8-1947)
PRAYER MEETING (19-8-1947)
STUART NELSON (Before 20-8-1947)
STUDENTS (Before 20-8-1947)
MIRABEHN (20-8-1947)
JIVANJI D. DESAI (20-8-1947)
CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (20-8-1947)
E. W. ARYANAYAKUM (20-8-1947)
TO THE PRESS (20-8-1947)
PRAYER MEETING (20-8-1947)
DEV PRAKASH NAYYAR (21-8-1947)
TERESA RADDY (21-8-1947)
WOMEN’S MEETING (21-8-1947)
PRAYER MEETING (21-8-1947)

HOW TO SAVE THE COW? (22-8-1947)

LETTER TO
LETTER TO
LETTER TO
LETTER TO

KANTI GANDHI (22-8-1947)
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (22-8-1947)
BRIJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA (22-8-1947)
RAM MANOHAR LOHIA (22-8-1947)

DISCUSSION WITH KASTURBA TRUST TRAINEES (22-8-1947)

SPEECH AT

PRAYER MEETING (22-8-1947)

A NOTE (23-8-1947)

SPEECH AT

PRAYER MEETING (23-8-1947)

IS “HARIJAN”’ WANTED? (24-8-1947)

LETTER TO
LETTER TO
SPEECH AT
LETTER TO
TELEGRAM
LETTER TO
LETTER TO
SPEECH AT
LETTER TO
LETTER TO
LETTER TO
LETTER TO
LETTER TO
SPEECH AT
LETTER TO
LETTER TO
LETTER TO
SPEECH AT

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (24-8-1947)

PUSHPA K. DESAI (24-8-1947)

PRAYER MEETING (24-8-1947)
AMTUSSALAAM (25-8-1947)

TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (25-8-1947)
DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, CHITTAGONG (25-8-1947)
AKBAR HYDARI (25-8-1947)

PRAYER MEETING (25-8-1947)

KANU GANDHI (25/26-8-1947)

VALLABHBHAI PATEL (26-8-1947)
MANIBEHN PATEL (26-8-1947)

SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (26-8-1947)
DEV PRAKASH NAYYAR (26-8-1947)
PRAYER MEETING (26-8-1947)

A. K. BHAGWAT (27-8-1947)

C. P. RAMASWAMI AYYAR (27-8-1947)
DHIRU (27-8-1947)

PRAYER MEETING (27-8-1947)
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[ xviii ]
A LETTER (On or after 27-8-1947)
LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (Before 28-8-1947)
LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR (28-8-1947)

LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR (28-8-1947)
LETTER TO A MAHARAJA (28-8-1947)

LETTER TO DHIRENDRA NATH CHATTERJEE (28-8-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (28-8-1947)

LETTER TO AN ASHRAM INMATE (On or after 28-8-1947)
LETTER TO MOHANLAL NAYYAR (On or after 28-8-1947)
LETTER TO TARADEVI NAYYAR (On or after 28-8-1947)
LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (29-8-1947)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (29-8-1947)

LETTER TO JOHN HAYNES HOLMES (29-8-1947)
LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (29-8-1947)
LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (29-8-1947)

LETTER TO BALKRISHNA BHAVE (29-8-1947)
LETTER TO RAMPRASAD VYAS (29-8-1947)
LETTER TO PREMI JAIRAMDAS (29-8-1947)
LETTER TO ABDUL QAYYUM ANSARI (29-8-1947)
LETTER TO DR. SYED MAHMUD (29-8-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (29-8-1947)
ABOUT STUDENTS (30-8-1947)

SWARAJ ASHRAM, VEDCHHI (30-8-1947)
LETTER TO LORD MOUNTBATTEN (30-8-1947)
LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (30-8-1947)
LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL (30-8-1947)
LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL (30-8-1947)
INTERVIEW TO RANDOLPH CHURCHILL (30-8-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (30-8-1947)

THE NATIONAL FLAG (31-8-1947)

QUESTION BOX (31-8-1947)

LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (31-8-1947)
LETTER TO PRABHAKAR (31-8-1947)

ADDRESS TO MUSLIM MERCHANTS (31-8-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (31-8-1947)
TALK WITH PYARELAL (31-8-1947)

A NOTE (August 1947)

LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL (1-9-1947)
LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL (1-9-1947)
LETTER TO DURGA M. DESAI (1-9-1947)

TALK WITH MARWARI DEPUTATION (1-9-1947)
STATEMENT TO THE PRESS (1-9-1947)
DISCUSSION WITH C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (1-9-1947)
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LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL (1/2-9-1947)

LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (2-9-1947)

LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (2-9-1947)

LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL (2-9-1947)

LETTER TO RAJENDRA PRASAD (2-9-1947)

A NOTE (2-9-1947)

DISCUSSION WITH SARAT CHANDRA BOSE (2-9-1947)

DISCUSSION WITH P. C. GHOSH (2-9-1947)

DISCUSSION WITH SYAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE (2-9-1947)

TALK WITH DINSHAW MEHTA (3-9-1947)

NOTE TO ANGSHU RANI MITRA (3-9-1947)

DISCUSSION ~ WITH  HINDU-MUSLIM REPRESENTATIVES
(3-9-1947)

INTERVIEW TO A BRITISH JOURNALIST (Before 4-9-1947)

RIGHT OR WRONG (4-9-1947)

LETTER TO KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN (4-9-1947)

TALK WITH DR. SUNIL BOSE (4-9-1947)

DISCUSSION WITH FRIENDS (4-9-1947)

DISCUSSION WITH A DEPUTATION (4-9-1947)

ADVICE TO DEMONSTRATORS (4-9-1947)

DISCUSSION WITH CITIZENS’ DEPUTATION (4-9-1947)

SPEECH BEFORE BREAKING OF FAST (4-9-1947)

MESSAGE TO UNESCO CONFERENCE ON EDUCATION
(Before 5-9-1947)

APPEAL TO FRIENDS (Before 5-9-1947)

ADVICE TO YOUNG MEN (5-9-1947)

MESSAGE TO SHANTI SENA DAL (5-9-1947)

LETTER TO SHYAMA PRASAD BANDOPADHYAYA (6-9-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (6-9-1947)

TELEGRAM TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (On or before
7-9-1947)

LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL (7-9-1947)

LETTER TO DEV PRAKASH NAYYAR (7-9-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (7-9-1947)

SPEECH AT GOBRA LEPROSY HOSPITAL (7-9-1947)

A NOTE (7-9-1947)

TASK BEFORE MINISTERS (8-9-1947)

BIHAR FOR BIHARIS AND INDIA (8-9-1947)

PROHIBITION OF INTOXICANTS (8-9-1947)

STATEMENT TO THE PRESS (9-9-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (10-9-1947)

TAKE CARE (11-9-1947)

INTERVIEW TO SIKH DEPUTATION (11-9-1947)
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STATEMENT TO THE PRESS (11-9-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (12-9-1947)
MY STATUE (13-9-1947)

LETTER TO VALJI G. DESAI (13-9-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (13-9-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (14-9-1947)

LETTER TO GORUR RAMASWAMI IYENGAR (After 14-9-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (15-9-1947)

NOTE TO AMRIT KAUR (On or after 15-9-1947)
LETTER TO S. A. BRELVI (16-9-1947)

LETTER TO ZAHID HUSSAIN (16-9-1947)

LETTER TO DR. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES (16-9-1947)
LETTER TO DORA (16-9-1947)

LETTER TO CHOITHRAM GIDWANI (16-9-1947)
LETTER TO SRI PRAKASA (16-9-1947)

SPEECH AT R. S. S. RALLY (16-9-1947)
FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO PYARELAL (17-9-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (17-9-1947)
LETTER TO S. A. BRELVI (18-9-1947)

SPEECH TO MUSLIMS (18-9-1947)

DISCUSSION WITH H. S. SUHRAWARDY (18-9-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (18-9-1947)
LETTER TO J. P. BHANSALI (19-9-1947)

LETTER TO RAMESHWARI NEHRU (19-9-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (19-9-1947)
LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA (20-9-1947)

TALK WITH AN ADVOCATE (20-9-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (20-9-1947)

NOTE TO MANU GANDHI (21-9-1947)

LETTER TO JETHALAL (21-9-1947)

LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (21-9-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (21-9-1947)
SILENCE-DAY NOTE (After 21-9-1947)

MY DUTY (22-9-1947)

NOTE TO MANU GANDHI (22-9-1947)

LETTER TO MANU GANDHI (22-9-1947)

DRAFT OF A CONFESSION (22-9-1947)

LETTER TO JIVANJI D. DESAI (22-9-1947)
LETTER TO VALJI G. DESAI (22-9-1947)

LETTER TO MANGALDAS (22-9-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (22-9-1947)

A LETTER (23-9-1947)

LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (23-9-1947)
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SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (23-9-1947)

A LETTER (24-9-1947)

LETTER TO DANIEL THOMAS (24-9-1947)

LETTER TO KAMALNAYAN BAJAJ (24-9-1947)
LETTER TO AMRITLAL T. NANAVATI (24-9-1947)
LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR (24-9-1947)

LETTER TO RAMESHWARI NEHRU (24-9-1947)
TALK WITH JAMSAHEB OF NAWANAGAR (24-9-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (24-9-1947)
IMPLICATIONS OF FASTING (25-9-1947)

LETTER TO SHANTIKUMAR N. MORARJEE (25-9-1947)
LETTER TO SHOORJI VALLABHDAS (25-9-1947)
DISCUSSION WITH J. B. KRIPALANI (25-9-1947)
TALK WITH REFUGEES (25-9-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (25-9-1947)
LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (26-9-1947)
DISCUSSION WITH H. S. SUHRAWARDY (26-9-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (26-9-1947)
HINDUSTANI (27-9-1947)

LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (27-9-1947)
LETTER TO PREMA KANTAK (27-9-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (27-9-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (28-9-1947)
TELEGRAM TO NARANDAS GANDHI (29-9-1947)
LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL (29-9-1947)
LETTER TO HARISINGH GOUR (29-9-1947)

LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (29-9-1947)
LETTER TO KANTA R. VYAS (29-9-1947)

LETTER TO DR. SYED MINHAJUL HASSAN (29-9-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (29-9-1947)
TELEGRAM TO SUDHIR GHOSH (30-9-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (30-9-1947)
LETTER TO KANTI GANDHI (1-10-1947)

LETTER TO SARASWATI GANDHI (1-10-1947)
LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (1-10-1947)

LETTER TO DR. JOHN MOTT (1-10-1947)

LETTER TO MANILAL GANDHI (1-10-1947)
LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (1-10-1947)
LETTER TO ANANTRAI P. PATTANI (1-10-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (1-10-1947)
DISCUSSION WITH DOCTORS (2-10-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (2-10-1947)
OUTRAGEOUS ANALOGY (3-10-1947)
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APT LINES (3-10-1947)

LETTER TO RANCHHODDAS PATWARI (3-10-1947)
LETTER TO SHYAMLAL (3-10-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (3-10-1947)
LETTER TO MARGARETE SPIEGEL (4-10-1947)
LETTER TO AVANTIKABAI GOKHALE (4-10-1947)
LETTER TO PRABHAVATI (4-10-1947)

LETTER TO KAILAS NATH KATJU (4-10-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (4-10-1947)

NO DEPRESSION (5-10-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (5-10-1947)
FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO PYARELAL (Before 6-10-1947)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
SPEECH
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TALK WITH

SPEECH
SPEECH

TO
TO
TO
TO
AT
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

AT
AT

MAGANBHAI P. DESAI (6-10-1947)
PYARELAL (6-10-1947)
VALLABHBHAI PATEL (6-10-1947)
AMTUSSALAAM (6-10-1947)

PRAYER MEETING (6-10-1947)
SHAH NAWAZ KHAN (7-10-1947)
DEV PRAKASH NAYYAR (7-10-1947)
M. A. HUNAR (7-10-1947)

SUDHIR GHOSH (7-10-1947)
SAROJINI NAIDU (7-10-1947)
KHATEEB AHMED HUSSAIN (7-10-1947)
MANU GANDHI (7-10-1947)
PRAYER MEETING (7-10-1947)
PRAYER MEETING (8-10-1947)

DISCUSSION WITH H. S. SUHRAWARDY (9-10-1947)

SPEECH
SPEECH
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
SPEECH
SPEECH

AT
AT
TO
TO
TO
AT
AT

PRAYER MEETING (9-10-1947)

PRAYER MEETING (10-10-1947)

D. B. KALELKAR (10/11-10-1947)

M. A. JINNAH (11-10-1947)

GOPINATH BARDOLOI (11-10-1947)
RECEPTION BY GUJARATIS (11-10-1947)
PRAYER MEETING (11-10-1947)

A STUDENT’S PERPLEXITY (12-10-1947)

LETTER TO TEVANI AND DEBORAH (12-10-1947)

LETTER TO PREMA KANTAK (12-10-1947)

LETTER TO SAMANT N. MARWARI AND OTHERS (12-10-1947)

LETTER TO DILKHUSH DIWANJI (12-10-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (12-10-1947)
A BITTER LETTER (13-10-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (13-10-1947)

LETTER TO VIJAYA M. PANCHOLI (14-10-1947)
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LETTER TO JAYA (14-10-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (14-10-1947)
LETTER TO MAHARAJA OF MORVI (After 14-10-1947)
LETTER TO AMRITLAL T. NANAVATI (15-10-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (15-10-1947)
ACTION IN INACTION (16-10-1947)
LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM (16-10-1947)
LETTER TO SUNDARLAL (16-10-1947)
LETTER TO ANAND AND GANGI HINGORANI (16-10-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (16-10-1947)
NOTE TO SUNDARLAL (After 16-10-1947)
LETTER TO JULIAN HUXLEY (Before 17-10-1947)
A PUZZLE (17-10-1947)
LETTER TO CHAMAN KAVI (17-10-1947)
INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS (17-10-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (17-10-1947)
NOTES (18-10-1947)
LETTER TO GOMATI K. MASHRUWALA (18-10-1947)
LETTER TO DEV PRAKASH NAYYAR (18-10-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (18-10-1947)
LETTER TO THADANI (19-10-1947)
LETTER TO VIKRAM V. DESAI (19-10-1947)
LETTER TO VALJI G. DESAI (19-10-1947)
LETTER TO RAIHANA TYABJI (19-10-1947)
LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR (19-10-1947)
TALK WITH LORD AND LADY HANDES (19-10-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (19-10-1947)
NOTE TO MANU GANDHI (20-10-1947)
LETTER TO SHARDA G. CHOKHAWALA (20-10-1947)
NOTE TO HIRALAL SHASTRI (20-10-1947)
LETTER TO PIROJ SHAH (20-10-1947)
LETTER TO SUSHILA PAI (20-10-1947)
LETTER TO SHYAMLAL (20-10-1947)
LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (20-10-1947)
LETTER TO JAYAKUNVAR M. DOCTOR (20-10-1947)
LETTER TO CHANDRANI (20-10-1947)
LETTER TO DAMODARDAS KHANDELWAL (20-10-1947)
LETTER TO DEV PRAKASH NAYYAR (20-10-1947)
LETTER TO DEV PRAKASH NAYYAR (20-10-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (20-10-1947)
LETTER TO STEPHEN HOBHOUSE (21-10-1947)
LETTER TO D. G. TENDULKAR (21-10-1947)
LETTER TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH (21-10-1947)
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LETTER TO SITA GANDHI (21-10-1947)

LETTER TO OM PRAKASH (21-10-1947)

TALK WITH LALJIBHAI (21-10-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (21-10-1947)
LETTER TO FRANCISCA STANDENATH (22-10-1947)
LETTER TO SUBODH CHANDRA ROY (22-10-1947)
LETTER TO DOROTHY HOGG (22-10-1947)
LETTER TO SAURENDRA (22-10-1947)

DISCUSSION WITH CHRISTIANS (22-10-1947)

TALK WITH MUSLIMS (22-10-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (22-10-1947)
QUOTATIONS FROM GURUDEV (23-10-1947)
LETTER TO LORD MOUNTBATTEN (23-10-1947)
LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI (23-10-1947)
LETTER TO SITA GANDHI (23-10-1947)

LETTER TO JIVANJI D. DESAI (23-10-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (23-10-1947)

MESSAGE TO HINDU AND SIKH REFUGEES IN N.W. F. P.

(Before 24-10-1947)

WHITHER AHIMSA, WHITHER KHADI? (24-10-1947)
LETTER TO T. R. VENKATARAMA SASTRI (24-10-1947)

LETTER TO JAL PAVRY (24-10-1947)
LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (24-10-1947)

LETTER TO NARSINHDAS GORDHANDAS (24-10-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (24-10-1947)
OF NEW UNIVERSITIES (25-10-1947)

LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA (25-10-1947)
TALK WITH COMMUNISTS (25-10-1947)
SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (25-10-1947)
ADVICE TO MUSLIMS (26-10-1947)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (26-10-1947)
A LETTER (27-10-1947)

LETTER TO EDITH HUNTER (27-10-1947)
LETTER TO UMRAO SINGH SHERGIL (27-10-1947)
NOTE TO H. S. SUHRAWARDY (27-10-1947)
LETTER TO H. S. SUHRAWARDY (27-10-1947)
LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA (27-10-1947)
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1. BURIED ALIVE?

A correspondent from Hyderabad (Deccan) writes: “Gandhi
is being buried alive.”

Gandhi means Gandhi’s ideals. It is through these ideals that we
have reached where we are. But we are kicking away the very ladder
over which we have climbed so high. And it is those who are considered
Gandhi’s greatest followers who are doing this. Hindu-Muslim unity,
Hindustani, khadi and village industries have been completely forgotten.
Those who still talk about them are either themselves deceived or are
deceiving others.

This is by far the best way of burying me alive. But can
I believe that I have already been buried? Who is my greatest
follower and who 1is the smallest? I have only one follower,
that is myself, or all Indians. My followers are those who have
faith in the above-mentioned activities. I do hope that crores
of villagers do believe in these few things. Even then the
allegation is quite true. However, I find that even the mem-
bers of the Muslim League have started saying that we are all
brothers. It has even been accepted that we are citizens of
both the States. For the time being there is no need for pass-
ports. That will become necessary if either of the two countries
introduces them. Let us hope that passports will never be needed
and let us so behave that they will not be needed.

Let us hope that neither of the communities will give up
khadi and cause harm to the village industries. I have already
written about Hindustani. How can we give it up? How can
the Muslims whose mother tongue is Urdu give it up? They
have to make their Urdu simple. Similarly the Hindus will have
to make Hindi simple. Only then can the two communities
understand each other. The correspondent has forgotten the
most important thing. The Hindus have to purify themselves by
eschewing untouchability and caste differences. Similarly, Muslims
have to purify themselves by giving up their hatred of Hindus.!

SRINAGAR, August 3, 1947

[From Hindi]
Haryan Sevak, 17-8-1947

1 For the English version of Gandhiji’s reply, vide p. 16.
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2. THE TRI-COLOUR

The correspondent from Hyderabad who wrote “Gandhi is
being buried alive! writes further on:

The tri-colour was the symbol of our struggle. A grave sin has
been committed by taking away the wheel from it. The new wheel
or the old Asoka Chakra has no connection with Gandhi’s wheel; in-
deed it is incompatible with it. Gandhi’s wheel was above religion while
the new wheel is a symbol of Hinduism. Gandhi’s wheel is a sign of
‘non-violent economy’ while the new one represents the Sudarshan Cha-
kra? (as Shri Munshi?® says in his broadcast) which represents violence.
In this way the new flag will encourage the violent tendencies in the
nation. A deliberate attempt is being made in that direction. This
is not the way to bring Pakistan back into the fold but to perpetuate
the division.

I have not read what Shri Munshi said. The national flag
is doomed if it signifies what the correspondent says. Under no
circumstances can the Asoka Chakra become a symbol of vio-
lence. Emperor Asoka was a Buddhist and a votary of non-
violence. The Sudarshan Chakra can have no connection with
the wheel in the flag. According to me the Sudarshan Chakra
is a symbol of non-violence. But that is my personal view. Gene-
rally the Sudarshan Chakra is believed to be an instrument of
violence. We can say from the debates which took place on the
new flag that if it has not rendered the spinning-wheel value-
less it has without doubt diminished its value. Whether the
Asoka Chakra and the spinning-wheel are the same thing will
ultimately depend on the behaviour of the people.

SRINAGAR, August 3, 1947
[From Hindi]
Harijan Sevak, 17-8-1947

1 Vide the preceding item.

2The wheel of Vishnu

3 K. M. Munshi (1887-1971); educationist and man of letters; Home
Minister of Bombay, 1937; Member, Constituent Assembly; Minister for Food,
Government of India, 1952; Governor, U. P., 1953-55; joined Swatantra Party
in 1960; founded Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan

2



3. LETTER TO VENKATA RAO

SRINAGAR,
August 3, 1947
BHAI VENKATA RAO,
Two questions from your letter will be answered in Harijan.
I think it would be difficult to keep your wife in Sevagram.
It does not appear that I shall be able to go there. The manage-
ment of the Ashram is not in my hands. You should not leave
her. Let her stay with you and serve her as best as you can.
I can do nothing about Hyderabad. You have to think and
decide for yourself about going or not going.
Write to Kakasaheb Kalelkar at Wardha about the lan-
guage matter. My knowledge of languages is superficial.
Blessings from
Baru
19 CannNiNng LANE
New DernI

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

4. THE REASON FOR ADDITION!

During the three days I passed in Srinagar, though I had pray-
ers in the compound of Lala Kishorilal’s bungalow, where I was
accommodated, I made no speeches. I had so declared before leav-
ing Delhi. But some of the audience sent me questions. One was:

I attended your prayer meeting last evening in which you recited
two prayers of the other communities. May I know what is your
idea in doing so and what you mean by religion?

As I have observed before now, the selection from the Koran
was introduced some years ago on the suggestion of Raihana
Tyabji?> who was then living in the Sevagram Ashram and the
one from the Parsi prayers at the instance of Dr. Gilder who
recited the Parsi prayer on the break of my fast® in the Aga
Khan Palace during our detention. I am of opinion that the

1'This appeared under the title ‘“Notes”.
2 Abbas Tyabji’s daughter, a devotee of Lord Krishna
3 On March 3, 1943; vide Vol. LXXVII, p. 70.
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addition enriched the prayer. It reached the hearts of a larger
audience than before. It certainly showed Hinduism in its
broad and tolerant aspect. The questioner ought also to have
asked why the prayer commenced with the Buddhist prayer in
Japanese. The selection of the stanzas of the prayer has a history
behind it befitting the sacred character. The Buddhist prayer
was the prayer with which the whole of Sevagram resounded in
the early morning when a good Japanese monk! was staying at
the Sevagram Ashram and who by his silent and dignified conduct
had endeared himself to the inmates of the Ashram.

Jammu, August 5, 1947
Harijan, 17-8-1947

5. SPEECH AT GURUDWARA, PUNJA SAHEB?
[August 5, 19477

Replying to the address Gandhiji [said he] did not consider it possible
that Eastern Punjab should be handed over entirely to the Sikhs to govern.
He felt that the Sikhs should never entertain such an unworthy ambition. The
Sikhs were reputed, and rightly, to be a warlike race. With them of all the
persons in the world, merit and merit alone should be the sole test for holding
any office. He hoped that throughout the two dominions merit would be the
sole test. The speaker invited the Sikhs to lead in this desirable competition.

Coming to the protection of Punja Saheb, Nankana Saheb and the other
Gurudwaras that may be found in Pakistan or elsewhere, he said:

One Sikh is equal to one and a quarter lakh men. Why
should he beg for anyone’s help? If they have the mettle no one
can cast an evil eye on Punja Saheb. But these days the Sikh
brethren have taken to luxury and enjoyment. I do not intend
to say that Sikhs alone have fallen into that habit. Among others
women also have taken to fashionable ways though to a lesser
degree. But do not think that I am defending them. Some
take liquor in large quantities while others take less but that
does not mean that it is a virtue to drink less. Similarly it is
not a virtue to be less fashionable. As long as true Sikhs are
alive no one can cause you any harm.

IRev. G. Haishao

2 The Sikhs assembled at the Gurudwara of Punja Saheb, near Rawal-
pindi, one of the oldest of Sikh shrines, and presented an address to Gandhiji
which described their sufferings and their fears for the Gurudwaras.

3 From Calcuttano Chamatkar, the report in which has been collated with
the version in Harijan
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Do not look to any other power outside yourselves for the
protection of these shrines. I would like every Sikh to be a de-
fender of his faith and, therefore, of all the Gurudwaras and not
merely of Punja Saheb which is one of the greatest. At the same
time I want you to shed all fear about the future. I would ask
you to rely upon the plighted word of the Muslim leaders. They
have got their Pakistan. They have no quarrel now with any-
one in India—at least they should have none. If your fears
materialize and any attempt at desecration of the Gurudwaras is
made by the Muslims, it will be contrary to the tradition of
Islam as I know it. And those Muslims who take part in such
desecration would be partakers in the destruction of Islam.
Every faith is on its trial in India. God is the infallible Judge
and the world which is His creation will judge the Muslim
leaders not according to their pledge and promises but according
to the deeds of these leaders and their followers. What I have
said of the Muslim leaders is also true of the leaders and fol-
lowers of other faiths.

Calcuttano Chamatkar, p. 23, and Harijan, 17-8-1947

6. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

Wamn,
August 5, 1947

Gandhiji said that he was glad that he was able to visit the Refugee
Camp at Wah and see the patients in the Camp hospital and other appoint-
ments in connection with it. He was glad too that he was able to pay what
was his second visit to Punja Saheb. He had a talk with the representatives
of the Camp.

Before, however, he dealt with matters arising out of these talks with
the representatives of the refugees, he said that he would like to say a word
about his visit to Kashmir. He had made up his mind not to hold any
public meeting or address them but he was able to see the workers. Begum
Saheba (wife of Sheikh Abdulla?) was constantly with him throughout the
three days he was in Srinagar. He was able also to see the Maharaja Saheb3,
the Maharani Saheba and Prime Minister Kak Saheb%. He was sorry that he

1 This appeared under the title ‘Kashmir and Refugees”.

2 Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah, (1905-82); President, National Muslim
Conference; President, All-India States People’s Conference; Prime Minister
of Jammu and Kashmir, 1948-53 and 1975-82

3 Hari Singh

4 Ramchandra Kak
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was not able to see Sheikh Abdullah who was undoubtedly the leader of the
Kashmiris. He had not gone there to see the Sheikh Saheb. He was able,
however, to hold public prayers for two days in Kashmir and one day in
Jammu. These were attended by thousands. He could say that on August
15, all being well, legally the State of Kashmir and Jammu would be inde-
pendent. But he was sure that the State would not remain in that condition
for long after August 15. It had to join either the Union or Pakistan. It
had a predominantly Muslim population. But he saw that Sheikh Saheb had
fired Kashmiris with local patriotism. British Paramountcy would terminate
on the 15th instant. Real paramountcy would then commence. He refer-
red to the paramountcy of the Kashmiris. They had one language, one cul-
ture and, so far as he could see, they were one people. He could not dis-
tinguish readily between a Kashmiri Hindu and a Kashmiri Mussalman.
In the large deputation that he saw it was very difficult for him to know
whether it was predominantly Muslim or Hindu. Whatever it was, he had
no hesitation in saying that the will of the Kashmiris was the supreme law
in Kashmir and Jammu. He was glad to say that the Maharaja Saheb and
the Maharani Saheba readily acknowledged the fact. He had the good for-
tune to read what was euphemistically called the Treaty of Amritsar! but
which was in reality a deed of sale. He supposed that it would be dead
on August 15. The seller was the then British Governor-General? and
Maharaja Gulab Singh was the buyer. The treaty going, would the State re-
vert to the British and therefore, to England? If to India, to which part?
He held that without going into the intricacies of law which he had no
right to dilate upon, common sense dictated that the will of the Kashmiris
should decide the fate of Kashmir and Jammu. The sooner it was done
the better. How the will of the people would be determined was a fair
question. He hoped that the question would be decided between the two
Dominions, the Maharaja Saheb and the Kashmiris. If the four could come
to a joint decision, much trouble would be avoided. After all Kashmir was a
big State; it had the greatest strategic value, perhaps in all India. So
much for Kashmir.

He would now deal with the question of the refugees. Among them
they were nearly 9,000. The Hindus and the Sikhs who discussed the ques-
tion with him said that they were afraid of the approach of August 15. He
confessed that he did not in any way whatsoever share the fear. Nor
could he appreciate it. The Muslims had got their Pakistan. They could
now have no quarrel with the Hindus and the Sikhs of the Punjab. Jinnah
Saheb and other Muslim Leaguers had given assurances that the non-
Muslims were as safe in Pakistan as the Muslims. He invited the audience to

1 Of March 16, 1846, by which the State of Jammu and Kashmir was
created
2 Sir Henry Hardinge
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accept the assurance. Supposing that the assurance proved untrue and the
worst fears of the refugees proved true, it would be the beginning of the
ruin of Islam. He refused to believe that Muslim leaders would be guilty of
such a suicidal act. He asked the refugees, men and women, to dispel all
fear. If he could put off his departure for Noakhali, he would gladly pass
August 15 in the midst of the refugees at Wah. He proposed, however, to
do the next best thing. The audience saw Dr. Sushila Nayyar taking notes
of what he was saying. She herself belonged to the district of Gujrat in
Western Pakistan. He had conferred with her before coming to the prayer
meeting and though she was otherwise to accompany him to Noakhali, she
had accepted his advice to stay with the refugees on his behalf, in order to
help them to dispel all fear about August 15. He knew that she had no
such fear. She was with him in Noakhali as was also her brother Pyarelal.
She was posted in one of the worst-affected areas of Noakhali and through
medical assistance she had become popular among the Muslims as she was
undoubtedly among the Hindus. He had just heard from the District Com-
missioner who was a Muslim, that the refugees in and about Rawalpindi
had nothing to fear. They should feel as safe as the Muslim inhabitants.

Harijan, 24-8-1947

7. NOTE ON KASHMIR VISIT!

[August 6, 1947]?

No public prayer was held on the day of arrival but I
appeared before them twice or thrice and said that I could not
make any public speech, not because there was any prohibition
but because I had promised to myself that if I was to make
my visit devoid of political significance in so far as it was pos-
sible, I must not address public meetings. ...> The Prime Minis-
ter ... told me that he had no objection whatsoever to public
prayers. . .. Consequently, public prayers were held during the
two days following in Srinagar and the third in Jammu.

During the two interviews with the Prime Minister I told
him about his unpopularity among the people.... He wrote
to the Maharaja ... that on a sign from him he would gladly
resign. ... The Maharaja had sent me a message ... that the
Maharaja and the Maharani were anxious to see me. I met
them. ... The heir-apparent with his leg in plaster was also
present. ... Both admitted that with the lapse of British Para-

1 & 2 This was sent to Jawaharlal Nehru ‘‘to be shared with Vallabhbhai
Patel”; vide the following item.
3 Omissions in the item are as in the source.
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mountcy the true Paramountcy of the people of Kashmir would
commence. However much they might wish to join the Union,
they would have to make the choice in accordance with the
wishes of the people. How they could be determined was not
discussed at that interview. ...

Bakshi (Ghulam Mohammad!) was most sanguine that the
result of the free vote of the people, whether on the adult fran-
chise or on the existing register, would be in favour of Kashmir
joining the Union provided of course that Sheikh Abdullah and
his co-prisoners were released, all bans were removed and the
present Prime Minister was not in power. Probably he echoed
the general sentiment. I studied the Amritsar treaty properly
called “sale deed”. I presume it lapses on the 15th instant. To
whom does the State revert? Does it not go to the people?

Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. 11, pp. 357-8

8. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

LAHORE,
August 6, 1947

CHI. VALLABHBHALI,

I am sending a note? to Jawaharlal. He will show it to you.

Kak has written a letter to the Maharaja. He will be send-
ing you a copy of it. He has shown it to me. He has a sweet
tongue. I had an hour’s talk with the Maharaja and Maha-
rani. He agreed that only what the subjects want should be
done. But he did not say anything about the main thing. He
therefore sent his private secretary to express his regrets. The
thing is that he wants to get rid of Kak. He has been de-
liberating on how he can do it. It had almost been decided to
appoint Sir Jaylal®. I think you should do something in the
matter. In my opinion the situation in Kashmir can be saved.

The work done in the Wah Camp is quite good. The people
ought not to be removed from there. You should take up this
matter with the Pakistan Government. Hindus and Sikhs should be
rehabilitated in Rawalpindi. Read the speeches* I have made in
the Punja Saheb and Wah Camp. I have made that suggestion.

I Acting President of the Kashmir National Conference; became
Deputy Prime Minister of Kashmir after independence

2 Vide the preceding item.

3 Judge of the Punjab High Court

4 Vide pp. 4-5 and 5-7.
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I am staying with Rameshwari Nehru here and am leaving
in the evening by the Calcutta Mail. I will stop in Patna for
a day and then proceed to Calcutta and Noakhali.

As I felt it was necessary I have left behind Sushila! in
the Camp. The people welcome it. They are in great panic
but I see no reason for it.

I hope you are taking care of your health.

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 361-2

9. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

LAHORE,
August 6, 1947

SARDAR SAHEB,
I am giving this note to the Khaksar friends who had met
me there?. They complain of further injustice. They had left
their luggage in a hotel and come to see me. The police took
away their luggage in their absence. I told them I could do no
more than write and enquire. They said: ‘“No one would listen
to us. Give us a letter so that someone may give us a patient
hearing, after that what is ordained will happen.” They say
they desire nothing except to serve the people. I am not asking
you to hear them yourself. It should be enough if you ask some
official to hear their complaint.
Please send me a reply to my earlier letter on the subject.
Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 359-60

I Dr. Sushila Nayyar
21In Delhi; vide Vol. LXXXVIII, pp. 431-2.



10. TALK WITH CONGRESS WORKERS

LAHORE,
August 6, 1947

Mahatma Gandhi said:

The rest of my life is going to be spent in Pakistan, maybe
in East Bengal or West Punjab, or perhaps, the North-West
Frontier Province.

In answer to a question by Dr. Lehna Singh, General Secretary of the
Punjab Provincial Congress Committee, Gandhiji said that if the Pakistan
flag was such as would ensure equal rights and full protection to the mi-
norities, they should all accept and honour the flag, and have absolutely no
hesitation in saluting it. He added:

I would ask you not to disown the Pakistan flag merely
on the ground that it bears the crescent. I must, however, say
that in case no assurance of the kind I have mentioned is forth-
coming, at least I will refuse to salute the flag.

Replying to a similar question in connection with the flag of the Indian
Union, he said:

I must say that if the flag of the Indian Union will not
contain the emblem of the charkha I will refuse to salute that
flag. You know the National Flag of India was first thought of
by me and I cannot conceive of India’s National Flag with-
out the emblem of the charkha. We have, however, been told
by Pandit Nehru and others that the sign of wheel or the cha-
kra in the new National Flag symbolizes the charkha also. Some
describe the wheel-mark as Sudarshan Chakra, but I know what
Sudarshan Chakra means.

Referring to the Punjab, Gandhiji said:

My heart has always been with the Punjab and the sad
tales of woes and sufferings of the Punjab which I have been
hearing, have made me always think of the Punjab. Do not
think that I have forgotten your province. I am fully aware of
the sufferings of the Punjab. I have been yearning to come to
the Punjab ever since I came to Delhi, but there were certain
forces which were against my coming to this province. My

10



TALK WITH RAILWAY GUARD 11

present place is in Noakhali and I would go there even if I
have to die. But as soon as I am free from Noakhali I will
come to the Punjab. I hope to be free from Noakhali very soon.

I am grieved to learn that people are running away from
the West Punjab and I am told that Lahore is being evacuated
by the non-Muslims. I must say that this is what it should not
be. If you think Lahore is dead or is dying, do not run away
from it, but die with what you think is the dying Lahore.

When you suffer from fear you die before death comes to
you. That is not glorious. I will not feel sorry if I hear that
people in the Punjab have died not as cowards but as brave
men. I am not prepared to submit to any kind of compulsion or
any interference with religion. I would refuse to stop saying
‘Rama’ if I am forced to do so and would prefer to be mur-
dered. Similarly I cannot be forced to salute any flag. But if in
that act I am murdered I would bear no ill will against any-
one and would rather pray for better sense for the person or
persons who murder me.

My conception of a Sikh has always been of a brave per-
son, who does not fear death, but who will not do any harm to
any innocent person.

Gandhiji said that if the present quarrel between Hindus and Muslims
and Sikhs continued it would serve as an invitation to any foreign power to
come and invade India. He, therefore, made an earnest appeal to put a
stop to the present quarrel which did not credit either community.

The Hindustan Times, 8-8-1947

11. TALK WITH RAILWAY GUARD
[After August 6, 194711

There were big crowds at all the stops on the way. On top of this,
it began to rain heavily at night. The roof of Gandhiji’s carriage leaked,
flooding the compartment. The guard suggested that Gandhiji shift to an-

other compartment.
caNDHIJI: What will happen to this one?
cuarD: The passengers from the other compartment will occupy it.

If it is good enough for them, it should be good enough
for me, too. How can I think of making myself comfortable at
others’ expense!

1 The talk took place while Gandhiji was returning to Patna, having
left Lahore on August 6, in the evening.
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Is there any service I can render?

Do not harass poor passengers and do not take bribes. That
will be the greatest service you can render to me.

Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. 1I, p. 361

12. A DRAFT DECLARATION

Shri Brijlal Nehru sends for publication the following draft
declaration:

Draft declaration to be signed by all members of the Public Service
in India, Civil or Military, and by all candidates for the Service, whether
Central, Provincial or Local, and by all applicants for other profitable
jobs under these Governments and the members of the legislatures
including the Constituent Assembly:

I hereby solemnly declare that

I. I am a subject of the Union of India to which I pledge my
loyalty in all circumstances.

2. I repudiate the theory that Hindus and the Muslims are two
separate Nations and hold the view that all the people of India, to
whatever race or religion they may belong, are parts of one Nation.

3. I shall so conduct myself in all my actions and speech as
to strengthen this idea of One Nationality of all the inhabitants of this
ancient and sacred land.

4. If at any time I am found guilty of a breach of this declara-
tion, I shall render myself liable to removal from any office or post of
profit that I may be holding at the time.

The wording may admit of improvement. But the spirit be-
hind is surely admirable and worthy of adoption if we are to
get out of unhealthy growth in the body politic.

O~ tHE TRAIN TO PAaTNA, August 7, 1947
Harijan, 17-8-1947

13. NOTES

Way Not INDIAN?

His second question! was why Lord Mountbatten was select-
ed as the first Governor-General. The reason so far as I know
is properly guessed by the questioner. There was no equally

1 For the first question, vide p. 3.
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suitable Indian for the post. He, being the part, if not the sole,
author of the conception lying behind the Indian Independence
Bill, seemed to the members of the Interim Government to be
the fittest person to pilot the ship of State safe through the
troubled waters. The appointment if it was a credit to the
British, was equally a credit to the Indian statesmen who had
shown themselves free from prejudice and who were capable of
rising above prejudice. They showed that they were brave enough
to trust their erstwhile opponents.

TuE MINORITIES

He next asks why I do not agree that the minorities should
quit their respective dominions.

No one has asked me to agree. But I should oppose any
such movement. There is no occasion to distrust the majority
in either Dominion. And in any case, now that there are two
sovereign States in India, each has to ensure the proper treat-
ment of the minorities in the other. Let us hope that such a
contingency will never arise. I hold too that every right carries
with it a duty, better still, there is no right which does not
flow from duty duly performed.

Leavine Poritics AFTER THE 15TH?

Fourthly, he asks whether I would leave politics after the
15th when India will be free.

In the first instance there is no freedom approaching the
Kingdom of God. We seem to be as far from it as ever. And
in any case the life of the millions is my politics from which I
dare not free myself without denying my life work and God.
That my politics may take a different turn is quite possible.
But that will be determined by circumstances.

Lastly he says:

You have done a lot of work in Bihar; why was the Punjab
ignored ?

All T can say is that my not going to the Punjab must not
be counted as my neglect of the province. Nevertheless the
question is quite apposite and has been asked more than once.
The neatest answer I gave was that I had no call from within
and my counsellors gave me no encouragement.

O~ THE TRrRAIN TO PAaTNA, August 7, 1947
Harijan, 17-8-1947



14. STUDENTS’ DIFFICULTIES

There is an attempt today to bring together all the existing stu-
dents’ organizations in a national convention, to revise the basis of the
student movement and to evolve a united national organization of stu-
dents. What, in your opinion, should be the scope of this new organiza-
tion? What activities should this students’ organization undertake in
the new circumstances in the country?

There is no doubt that there should be one national orga-
nization including the Hindus, the Muslims and the others. Stu-
dents are the makers of the future. They cannot be partitioned.
I am sorry to observe that neither the students have thought
for themselves nor have the leaders left them to their studies so
that they can become good citizens. The rot began with the
alien government. We, the inheritors, have not taken the trouble
to rectify the errors of the past. Then the different political
groups have sought to catch the students as if they were shoals
of fish. And stupidly the students have run into the net spread
for them.

It is therefore a herculean task for any students’ organization
to undertake. But there must be a heroic spirit among them who
would not shrink from the task. The scope will be to knit them
together into one. This they cannot do unless they will learn to
steer clear of active politics. A student’s duty is to study the
various problems that require solution. His time for action comes
after he finishes his studies.

Today students’ organizations are more concerned with passing re-
solutions on political affairs than devoting their energies to the task of
national reconstruction. This is partly due to the attempts which
political parties have been making to capture the students’ organizations
for their party purposes. Our present disunity too can be traced to these
party politics. We, therefore, want to evolve some method by which
we can prevent the repetition of all this party politics and disunity in
the proposed national union of students. Do you think it is possible
for the students’ organizations to eschew politics completely ? If not,
what, in your opinion, is the extent to which students’ organizations
should interest themselves in politics?

This question is partly answered above. They must eschew
active politics. It is a sign of one-sided growth that all parties

14
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have made use of the student world for their purpose. This was
probably inevitable when the purpose of education was to create
a race of slaves who would hug their slavery. That part of the
business is over, I hope. The students’ first business is to think
out the education that the children of a free nation should receive.
The education of today is obviously not such. I must not go
into the question as to what it should be. Only they must not
allow themselves to be deceived into the belief that it is the func-
tion only of the elders in the university senates. They must
stimulate the faculty of thinking. I do not even remotely suggest
that the students can force the situation by strikes and the like.
They have to create public opinion by offering constructive and
enlightened criticism. The senators having been brought up in
the old school are slow to move. They can truly be acted upon
by enlightenment.

Today, the majority of students are not interesting themselves in
national service. Many of them are cultivating what they consider ‘fa-
shionable’ western habits, and more and more students are resorting to
bad habits like drinking, etc. There is little efficiency and little desire
for independent thinking. We want to tackle all these problems, and
build up character, discipline and efficiency in youth. How do you
think we can do it?

This deals with the present distemper. It will disappear when
a calm atmosphere is produced, when the students cease to be
agitators and take to sober studies. A student’s life has been
rightly likened to the life of a sannyasi. He must be the embodi-
ment of simple living and high thinking. He must be discipline
incarnate. His pleasure is derived from his studies. They do
provide real pleasure when study ceases to be a tax the student
has to pay. What can be a greater pleasure than that a student
marches from knowledge to more knowledge?

O~ THE TRAIN TO PATNA, August 7, 1947
Harijan, 17-8-1947



15. IS HE BURIED ALIVE?

There is substance in the biting criticism.! But I cling to
the hope that I am not yet buried alive. The hope rests on
the belief that the masses have not lost faith in them. When
it is proved that they have, they will be lost and I can then be
said to have been buried alive. But so long as my faith burns
bright, as I hope it will even if I stand alone, I shall be alive
in the grave and what is more, speaking from it. The corres-
pondent forgets untouchability and prohibition. The former
is rapidly disappearing. And it looks as if prohibition is coming.
I am quite sure that if the Congress forsakes the ideals it adopt-
ed in 1920, it will commit suicide.

O~ THE TRAIN TO PATNA, August 7, 1947
Harijan, 17-8-1947

16. EVIL OF HORSE-RACING

A well-known gentleman writes:?

I have already written® about the evil of horse-racing. But
it does not seem to have had any effect. Now we are indepen-
dent. But we are still the same. If we are not careful, we shall
have proved the saying that changing one’s colour does not
change one’s nature.

It will be a very strange thing if the vices of the alien
rulers persist while their virtues leave with them.

O~ tHE TRAIN TO PaTNA, August 7, 1947

[From Gujarati]
Harijanbandhu, 17-8-1947

1 Vide p. 1.

2 The letter is not reproduced here. The correspondent had questioned
the running of extra trains and cars between Bombay and Poona for races
despite shortage of railway coaches and petrol and wondered how a poor

country could afford such costly amusement.
3 Vide Vol. LXXXV, p. 130.
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17. TELEGRAM TO H. S. SUHRAWARDY

August 7, 1947
CHIEF MINISTER SUHRAWARDY SAHEB
CALCcUTTA

I CONTINUE RECEIVE DOLEFUL WIRES ABOUT INCREASING LAW-
LESSNESS NOAKHALI. I SUGGEST PROMPT ATTENTION ‘WIRES
OF SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA AND PROMPT ACTION. AM
PUBLISHING WIRES.

GANDHI
From a microfilm: M.M.U./XXIII

18. LETTER TO FAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM

PaTna,
August 8, 1947
CHI. JAIRAMDAS!,

I have your telegram.

I. You have to do all your work in Hindustani. You
should speak Hindustani, deliver speeches in Hindustani and
write letters in Hindustani.

2. Live a natural and simple life.

3. The administration here is in a mess. Clean it up if
you can.

4. The police problem is not resolved. It should be settled.

5. Maybe, the officers are not loyal enough. See about it.

6. All Ministers should do all work jointly.

7. Dr. Mahmud and Ansari have not resolved their dif-
ferences. Meet them both.

8. Take care of the interests of minorities.

9. The problem of zamindars has not been solved.

10. Remember, you are not only a constitutional officer.
There are Biharis. They have a right to demand all sorts of
service from you and they should get it.

1 Governor of Bihar

17
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11. Do not forget village industries and khadi. Go to
villages and move about with people as one of them. There
should be prohibition.

12. This does not mean that you should ruin your health.
Meet Muslim Leaguers freely.

13.  Your secretary should be efficient and should not be
of any party.

Now your ahimsa will be tested.

I hope you can read this well.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Hindi original. C. W. 9267. Courtesy: Jairamdas Doulatram

19. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

PATNA,
August 8, 1947

Gandhiji began his speech by saying that he was sorry that he could
not come to Bihar earlier. But even in Delhi and other places he worked
for Bihar and Noakhali. His ‘do-or-die’ determination was guiding him in all
spheres, and for the fulfilment of that determination he was going to Noa-
khali.

He must reach Noakhali two or three days before August 15 as the peo-
ple there were extremely nervous, although he knew that nothing was going
to happen. Unnecessary panic did not help anybody and if people were brave
and god-fearing it did not matter if they lost their lives. He was going to
Noakhali to allay panic.

He did not know what God had ordained and he also could not say
what the Government would do. To him the whole of India was his coun-
try and he could not reconcile himself to the idea of partition in water-tight
compartments. He wanted to live both in Hindustan and Pakistan and both
were his homelands. Similar was the case with Jinnah Saheb. Muslims had
got Pakistan. Now it was incumbent on the people of both Hindustan and
Pakistan to live like good human beings and bring peace to the country.

Gandhiji warned the Hindus of Bihar never to think of repeating their
crime of last year and said that they should help in rehabilitating all the
refugees who were returning from Bengal. Love was the highest virtue and
they should cultivate it for all. He hoped that he would be able to proclaim
from Noakhali that Hindus and Muslims were forgetting their past and were
living in brotherly feeling for each other.

1 The meeting was held in the University compound.
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The 15th is the day of our trial. Observe a fast on that day. Every-
one should do his duty. No one should create any disturbance. The independence
we are going to get is not of the kind we can celebrate by having illumina-
tions. We do not have foodgrains, clothes, ghee or oil. So where is the need
for celebrations? On that day we have to fast, ply the charkha and pray
to God. We did not have illumination on April 6, did we? Didn’t we cele-
brate the declaration of that day by fasting from April 6 to April 13?
Moreover that day was better than today’s independence. Brothers did not quar-
rel between themselves as they do now. Everyone could freely go to temples or
mosques.!

Mahatma Gandhi expressed his desire to return to Bihar after three
weeks’ stay in Noakhali and said that on his return he would stay in Bihar
for about a fortnight.

The Hindustan Standard, 9-8-1947

20. WORK ALONE IS TRUE SPEECH

Shri Kanu Gandhi is working in the Noakhali district. He
had sent me a lengthy report at Delhi about himself. I am
quoting the following portion from it as it deserves to be read
by all workers:?

O~ THE TrRAIN TO CAaLcuTTA, August 9, 1947
[From Gujarati]
Hariyanbandhu, 17-8-1947

21. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING

SODEPUR,

August 9, 1947

Gandhiji devoted the whole of his address to the situation in Calcutta.
His destination, he said, was Noakhali but he had been listening the whole
day long to the woes of Calcutta. Some Muslim friends and also some Hin-
dus complained that they (Hindus) seemed to have gone mad, not that the
Muslims had become wiser. But now that the Muslim police and officials
were almost withdrawn and replaced by Hindus, the Hindus had begun to
believe that they were now free to do what they liked as the Muslims were

1'This paragraph is translated from Calcuttano Chamatkar, pp. 18-9.
2 The report, describing how Hindus and Muslims volunteered to build
a road and remove water-hyacinths from rice fields, is not reproduced here.
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reported to have done under the League Ministry. He was not going to
examine what was done under the League Ministry. His purpose was un-
doubtedly to know what his co-worker Dr. Ghosh’s! Ministry was doing.
Was it true that the Muslims were living in terror? If it was at all true, it
was a severe reflection on the Congress Ministry. He was rightly asked before
he went up to Noakhali to tarry in Calcutta to ‘pour a pot of water over
the raging fire’ that was burning Calcutta. He would love to give his life if
thereby he could contribute to the quenching of mob fury. He would never
be able to subscribe to the theory that the doings in Calcutta were the result
of goondaism. He held that the crude open goondaism was a reflection of
the subtle goondaism they were harbouring within. Hence it was the duty of
the Governments to hold themselves responsible for the acts of the goondas so
called. He hoped that Calcutta would not present the disgraceful spectacle
of hot goondaism when they were entering upon full responsibility.

Hargjan, 24-8-1947

22. LETTER TO JIVANJI D. DESAI

CALCUTTA,
August 10, 1947

CHI. JIVAN]JI,

I have your letter. I understand your point about Harijan.

I am considering. So long as I can I shall continue to send
articles.

I have left Sushila at the Wah Camp. We hope that she

will be able to leave it on the 17th and join me in Noakhali.

Herewith some articles. Give Hingorani and Prabhu the

permission they have asked for to publish the material. They are

our men. They have no intention at all of making any profit.

Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 9979. Also C. W. 6953. Cour-
tesy: Jivanji D. Desai

I Dr. P. C. Ghosh



23. INTERVIEW TO CONGRESS MINISTERS
August 10, 1947

The Congress Ministers of the Government of Bengal interviewed Gan-
dhiji at 3.30 p. m. One of the questions which they wanted to discuss was
the manner in which the 15th should be celebrated. Gandhiji said, according
to him, the advice could only be for fasting, prayer and a dedication to the
spinning-wheel. What else could they do when all around the country was
burning, when people were dying from lack of food and clothing?

The question of the relation between Pakistan and India was also raised
by one of the Ministers. Gandhiji said:

Each State should perform its duty properly. If the conduct
is straight, there is likelihood of reunion. But what he witnessed
today was a preparation for hostility not for friendship.

My Days with Gandhi, p. 256

24. DISCUSSION WITH MOHAMMED USMAN AND
OTHERS

August 10, 1947

Mohammad Usman! again came. A large Muslim deputation accom-
panied him. They entreated Gandhiji to stay on in Calcutta even if it were
only for two more days:

We Muslims have as much claim upon you as the Hindus. For you
yourself have said you are as much of Muslims as of Hindus.

GANDHOI: [ am willing, but then you have to guarantee the
peace of Noakhali. If I do not go to Noakhali before the 15th on
the strength of your guarantee and things go wrong there, my life
will become forfeit; you will have to face a fast unto death on
my part.?

1 Secretary, Calcutta District Muslim League and ex-Mayor of Calcutta

2 According to the source the Muslim friends hesitated but ultimately
gave the required guarantee on their and Muslim League’s behalf. They
promised to despatch wires to the local League leaders in Noakhali and
undertook to send emissaries to help maintain peace in Noakhali. Vide also
the following item.
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Gandhiji told them that though he was anxious to reach Noakhali as
soon as possible, in deference to their wishes he could postpone going from
the 11th August to the 13th.

Mahatma Gandhi— The Last Phase, Vol. 11, p. 363

25. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING

SODEPUR,
August 10, 1947

Gandhiji said that he had thought that he was to go to Noakhali the
next day (Monday). Owing to the pressure from many Muslim friends who
had seen him, he had decided to stay to see if he could contribute his share
in the return of sanity in the premier city of India.! The argument of the
Muslim friends went home. He had at the same time said that if he did not
go to Noakhali and any mishap took place, his life would become forfeit
as he had said already about Bihar. He had seen the Ministers and others
too during the day. He would like to see the places where destruction was
said to have been wrought by the Hindus. He had also learnt that there
were parts of Calcutta which were inaccessible to the Hindus, though many
premises therein used to be occupied by them. Similar was the case with
the Hindu localities. He hung his head in shame to listen to this recital of
man’s barbarism. He would love to go to these places and see for himself
how much truth there was in these recitals. He was told that there were
not more than 23% Muslims in Calcutta. It was unthinkable that such a
minority could coerce the majority without countenance from or incompe-
tence of authority. Similarly it was unthinkable that in the midst of a gov-
ernment which knew the art of government, the majority could for one mo-
ment be permitted to coerce the minority. He was also told that as the
Muslim police and officers were alleged to be doing before, now that the
Congress Ministry was in power, the Hindu police and officers had become
partial in the administration of justice. If this wretched spirit of commu-
nalism had entered the police force, the prospect was bleak indeed. He hoped
that the police would realize the dignity of their profession.

Harijan, 24-8-1947

1 Vide the preceding item.



26. LETTER TO SIR FREDERICK BURROWS

SODEPUR,
August 11, 1947
DEAR FRIEND,

What you could not do, a big Muslim deputation was able
to do yesterday.! And so I am here at least till tomorrow. Man
is veritably clay in the hands of the great Potter.

All my good wishes with you and yours.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanNDHI

SirR FREDERICK BURROWS
H. E. THE GOVERNOR
CALCUTTA

Gandhiji’s Correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, p. 277

27. NOTE TO N. K. BOSE?

August 11, 1947

I must not yield to the temptation. They must forget that I
know English.

From a photostat: C. W. 10573; also My Days with Gandhi, p. 258

1 Vide pp. 21-2.

2 A representative of the British Broadcasting Corporation had asked
Gandhiji for a message to be broadcast on August 15. Gandhiji sent word
that he had nothing to say. When the addressee argued that it would
be broadcast in various languages, Gandhiji wrote this on a slip of paper
already used for conveying other messages to him.
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28. LETTER TO AMIYA CHAKRAVARTY

August 11, 1947
MY DEAR AMIYA,

I am sorry for your loss which in reality is no loss. Death
is but a sleep and a forgetting. This is such a sweet sleep that
the body has not to wake again and the dead load of memory
is thrown overboard. So far as I know, happily there is no
meeting in the beyond as we have it today. When the isolated drops
melt, they share the majesty of the Ocean to which they belong.
In isolation they die but to meet the Ocean again. I do not know
whether I have been clear enough to give you any comfort.

Love.

Baru

From a photostat: G. N. 10506; also from a facsimile: Mahatma, Vol. VIII,
between pp. 88 and 89

29. LETTER TO SARAT CHANDRA BOSE

SODEPUR,
August 11, 1947
MY DEAR SARAT,
What is all this black flag demonstration! against Rajaji?
I am certain that it is a mistake on our part. In spite of his faults
(moreover who among us can claim to be faultless?) he is as much
a lover of the country as you and I. I am giving you the im-
pression left on me. As regards the situation in Bengal you are a
better judge.
Hope you are well.
Yours,
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 364

1 The addressee considered C. Rajagopalachari’s appointment as Governor
of Bengal ‘‘an outrage upon Bengal’s sentiments”.
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30. LETTER TO BALKRISHNA BHAVE

SODEPUR,
August 11, 1947

CHI. BALKRISHNA,

Dinshaw gave me your letter just now. I see no objection
to your obtaining monetary help from proper sources for animal
husbandry work. Proper sources means persons who will expect
no return for the help given. From that point of view, I had
suggested that we could not accept such help from Indore. There
are some complications about it. Only the help given out of
regard for your goodness or for the cause of cow service or both
is proper.

Dinshaw tells me that your health is not very good. Is that
right? Are you having cough? Take care and see that you do
not fall ill.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C. W. 824. Courtesy: Jivanji D. Desai

31. LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL

SODEPUR,
August 11, 1947

CHI. MANI,

It seems Dahyabhai has to sign the enclosed paper. Have a
look at it. I do not know anything about this account. Perhaps
it should be signed by someone on behalf of the Ashram.

I have already written to Sardar about Kashmir.! He must
have received the letter. The long note? I have sent to Jawaharlal
is meant for Sardar also.

The situation here has become complicated. I do hope
that it will improve. From the speech I delivered yesterday? you
will know why I had to stay back.

Profulla and others meet me frequently.

1 Vide pp. 8-9.

2 Vide pp. 7-8.

3 Vide p. 22.
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The Khaksars saw me in Lahore. You must have received
the letter I gave them.! Is there any respite from work?
Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—4: Manibehn Patelne, p. 140

32. LETTER TO INDIRA

SODEPUR,

August 11, 1947

CHI. INDIRA,

I have your letter. Here is a hurried reply. Your handwriting
is good. For some time continue to stay where you are. Look
after Sarala. What you will get there is not to be found in
Santiniketan. Go to Santiniketan after you finish your [training]
there. That you have no interest in the place is itself enough to
show that you have still a lot to learn. Interest is where there
is scope for service. Learn to take interest. Also learn to write
Urdu. Let me see your Urdu handwriting. Maintain good
health.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

33. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING

SODEPUR,

August 11, 1947

This evening I must devote to answering some questions ad-
dressed to me. One of them complains that prominent men were
admitted but comparatively unknown persons were insulted.
There was an inordinate rush throughout the day, it being Sun-
day. I agree that when there is such a rush, there should be no
distinction made between known and unknown persons. But I
had given previous appointments to some who had to be admit-
ted. Then there were many who were specially working for
the day. I would, therefore, plead with those who may feel

1 Vide p. 9.
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disappointed on such occasions to have forbearance and patience
as I would plead with the volunteers to be uniformly courteous
and gentle with the public.

I read something about the Chittagong flood the day before
yesterday, when I came to Calcutta. This is the third day and
I see that the angry waters have not subsided, and the extent of
loss of life and property no one can yet assess with any degree of
accuracy. It is hardly necessary to remind ourselves in the face
of such catastrophe that we may not think of East or West or
Pakistan and Hindustan. Adversity makes strange bed-fellows.
Surely then those who were bed-fellows till yesterday must not
cease to be at least on such occasions, whatever their political
or religious differences might be or might have been. Itis a
calamity to cope with not merely for East Bengal but for the
whole of Bengal, and not for Bengal only but certainly for the
whole of India. There must be a strong reliable committee to
collect and distribute funds. Local men come first. Round them
can arise an all-Bengal relief committee, and if need be an
all-India one. No trouble need be given to all India if Bengal
alone can cope with the situation. My whole heart goes out
to Chittagong in its dire calamity. May the survivors bear it
with fortitude.

Correspondents continue to ask all sorts of questions about
appointments of Governors, Ministers and the like, as if I was
a member of the Congress Working Committee or could affect its
decisions. I know and admit that I have and shall always re-
tain by right of service a place in the hearts of Congressmen. I
know too that I shall forfeit that place immediately I begin to
overstep my limits. Legal status I have none, moral status can
be retained only so long as the moral platform is firmly held.

Do you agree that the leaders of both the communities should go to
East and West Bengal and show that they have no differences now to
quarrel over?

My answer is emphatically yes, if the leaders are one at
heart. If the word belies the thought, the going about will be
worse than useless. The newspaper war still continues. I would
always prefer an open war to the war of hearts. Are we sure
that the leaders trust one another? My fear is that neither at the
top nor at the bottom are we cleansed of hypocrisy. I can, there-
fore, but repeat my old argument that we must unlearn the
habit of retaliation in every shape and form. Blow for blow is
a crude form and probably more excusable than the subtle one
of evil thought for its kind. Thought is the root of speech and
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deed. I am sorry that I am unable to return a more comfort-
able answer. There is none that I know. This is said to heart-
en ourselves, not to dishearten us. For I have said the naked
truth. Within my experience it ever heartens. Is it not heart-
ening to know the true remedy for a disease? Any other is a
palliative and in the end aggravates the disease.

Harijan, 24-8-1947

34. INTERVIEW TO H. S. SUHRAWARDIY!
August 11, 1947

caNDHII: Do you want to suggest I should not leave on
Wednesday and pass the whole of my time in bringing peace to
Calcutta?

SUHRAWARDY: Yes.

I stayed (for these two days in Calcutta) very much against
my will. But Usman Saheb overpowered me. He made a
successful appeal to my heart. He asked me to see things with
my own eyes and do something to allay the present communal
feelings. I would remain if you and I are prepared to live
together. This is my second offer? to you. We shall have to
work till every Hindu and Mussalman in Calcutta safely returns
to the place where he was before. We shall continue in our
effort till our last breath.

I do not want you to come to a decision immediately. You
should go back home and consult your daughter; for the implica-
tion of what I mean is that the old Suhrawardy will have to
die and accept the garb of a mendicant (fakir).?

My Days with Gandhi, pp. 258-9

1 According to the source this is a ‘‘summary of the conversation which
took place” between Gandhiji and Suhrawardy who came with Mohammed
Usman at 9.05 p.m. and left at 11 p.m.

2 The first offer was made on May 12, 1947; vide Vol. LXXXVII, p. 460.

3 Mohammed Usman came the following day at about 1 p. m. with the
message that Suhrawardy had agreed to Gandhiji’s proposal. Vide also
pp. 29-31.



35. LETTER TO TARA N. MASHRUWALA

SODEPUR,
August 12, 1947

CHI. TARI,
I read your letter to Abha. I think I had passed on your
letter to Dr. Sushila who must have replied to you.

I would advise you to consult Dr. Sushila about the tuber-
culosis case and do what she says. The same thing applies also
to the question of expenditure. You seem to have already in-
curred some expenditure. If you have, and if you have not had
it reimbursed from any source, let me know so that I can have
it met from somewhere, unless it can be met from the Trust.

Where is the time to write anything else? It is 5 o’clock
now according to the railway time. Do you take care of your

health? News about me from the papers.
Blessings from

Bapu

From a copy of the Gujarati: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

36. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING

SODEPUR,
August 12, 1947

Gandhiji said that the 15th instant was to be a landmark in India’s
history. It was a day when India would be declared free of the foreign yoke.
It was to be an independent nation. He had explained how the day was to be
observed,! but he was probably alone in the view. Already there was an an-
nouncement that the Muslims of Calcutta were to observe it as a day of
mourning. He hoped that it was not true. No man could be compelled to
observe the day in a particular manner. It was to be a perfectly voluntary
act. He would ask his Muslim countrymen not to mourn over the freedom.
The present distemper was to go. What were the Hindus in Pakistan to do?
They should salute the Pakistan Flag if it meant the freedom and equality
of all in every respect, irrespective of caste, colour or creed. He had heard
further that on that day the Indians in the French and Portuguese pos-
sessions were to declare their freedom from France and Portugal respectively.

1 Vide p. 19.
29
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That, he said, would be a thoughtless act. It would be a sign perhaps of
arrogance. The British were retiring, not the French and the Portuguese.
He, undoubtedly, held the view that the Indians in these possessions were
bound to merge in Independent India in good time. Only the Indians in
those territories should not take the law in their own hands. They had
constitutional means open to them and then there was their Chief Minister
who had vindicated the freedom of Indonesia. Surely, he was not going to
neglect his own kith and kin in the two possessions. If they had any doubt
about the validity of his advice, they should act on Panditji’s advice.

He then came to another important subject. They knew that he pro-
longed his stay in Calcutta by two days at the instance of Muslim friends.
Last night Shaheed Saheb Suhrawardy had come to see him. He had suggested
that it would be contrary to his (Gandhiji’s) practice to leave Calcutta while it
was going through the horrors of communal strife. Shaheed Saheb had sug-
gested that Gandhiji should prolong his stay in the city and work until real
peace was restored. Gandhiji had replied that Suhrawardy Saheb and he should
live under the same roof in the disturbed parts. It would be best to live
unprotected by the police or the military. In brotherly fashion, they would
approach the people, argue with them and tell them that now that partition
had taken place by agreement, there was no longer any reason why the par-
ties should quarrel. The decision of the Boundary Commission was going
to be announced in a day or two, and it was in the fitness of things that
all the parties should abide by the decision in a becoming manner. After
all, the parties had appointed an arbitration tribunal. They were in honour
bound to abide by the Award whatever it was.

Gandhiji’s proposal to Suhrawardy Saheb was of such an important na-
ture that the latter could not afford to give a hasty reply. Gandhiji had,
therefore, asked Shaheed Saheb to consult his aged father as well as his
daughter before coming to a decision.

During the afternoon, Mr. Usman, the ex-Mayor of Calcutta, had ar-
rived with Shaheed Saheb’s message stating that the latter had accepted
Gandhiji’s proposal without reservation. It was now time, therefore, for the
two friends to choose quarters in the midst of the worst-affected areas and see
what could be done by joint effort.

Gandhiji said that he was warned that Shaheed Saheb was not to be
relied upon. The same thing was said about him (Gandhiji) also. He was
described as the worst enemy of Islam. He was supposed to be a consum-
mate hypocrite. God alone knew men’s hearts. He asserted that he spoke
and acted as he believed. He had known Shaheed Saheb since the days
of the Faridpore Conferencel, to which the late Deshbandhu had taken him.
Nobody had any right to prejudge anybody. He would trust as he expected

1 Bengal Provincial Conference presided over by C. R. Das from May 2
to 4, 1925. Vide Vol. XXVII, pp. 27-35.
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to be trusted. Both would live under the same roof, and have no secrets
from each other. They would together see all the visitors. People should
have the courage to speak out the truth under all circumstances and in the
presence of those against whom it had to be said.

Gandhiji finally referred to what the common citizens could do in order
to help the cause. They were to bless them on the mission on which they
were embarking.

Harijan, 24-8-1947
37. “TO MUSLIMS”

The foregoing! is reproduced just as it was received. Let
us hope that the wise precepts would be followed up in action.
An ounce of practice is worth tons of speeches and writings.

SoDEPUR, August 13, 1947
Harijan, 24-8-1947

38. LETTER TO PERIN CAPTAIN

SODEPUR,
August 13, 1947
CHI. PERINBEHN,

I have your letter. I expect you read what I have written
in Harijan about your letter.? Surely I can make use of your
letter to that extent.

Your English letter also to hand.? Of course you are working
under my guidance. We must avoid all polemics. Let those
who wish work for Sanskritized Hindi written in Nagari, let
Urdu writers do likewise for Urdu. We work noiselessly but
solidly for Hindustani, i.e., Urdu and Hindi made easy and
written in either script. No one will write the same letter in
two scripts at the same time. But a Hindustani scholar is bound
to know the two scripts. Is that not what you mean?

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

LA letter “To Muslims” signed by four Muslim leaders quoting from
the Koran and writings on Islamic history to show that Islam did not discri-
minate against non-Muslims and expressing the hope that the non-Muslims
would not feel insecure in Pakistan, is not reproduced here.

2 Vide Vol. LXXXVIII, p. 422.

3 The addressee had complained of the reported attempt ‘to dethrone
our national language” and sought Gandhiji’s advice as to what the Hindus-
tani Prachar Sabha should do.



39. LETTER TO SHRIMAN NARAYAN

SODEPUR,
August 13, 1947
CHI. SHRIMAN,

I have your clear letter. I have talked to Kakasaheb and
Nanavati. As you say, it is better for you to leave the Secre-
taryship!. You will be in the Working Committee and do what-
ever you can.

In my view our work is not against anybody but it is com-
plementary. What is it to us whether anybody appreciates our
work or not? If what we say is right it will hold.

Urdu cannot become the national language, nor can Hindi.
It matters little that Hindi may have the approval of the Union.
Our national language will be that language which both the
communities can speak and write.

Let Madalasa keep fit and Rasgulla? recover soon.

Fix the meeting in Delhi. It will be difficult for me to go
there.

Blessings from

Baru
[From Hindi]
Panchven Putrako Bapuke Ashirvad, pp. 311-2
40. LETTER TO RAFJENDRA PRASAD
SODEPUR,

August 13, 1947
CHI. RAJEN BABU,

Kakasaheb is here. He says that the meeting of the Hindus-
tani Prachar Sabha must be held in Delhi irrespective of my
presence or absence there. I think I shall not be there. Still it
would be good to hold the meeting.

Just now I am held up in Calcutta. You will learn from
the newspapers what happens.

Blessings from
Baru
From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

1 Of Hindustani Prachar Sabha
2 Addressee’s son
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41. DISCUSSION WITH REPRESENTATIVES
OF DEMONSTRATORS?

Hyparr MansioN, CALCUTTA,
August 13, 1947

Presently the representatives of the demonstrators were ushered in to
meet Gandhiji. One of them began:

Last year when Direct Action was launched on the Hindus on August 16,
you did not come to our rescue. Now that there has been just a little
trouble in the Muslim quarters, you have come running to their succour.
We don’t want you here.

caNDHIJI: Much water has flown under the bridge since
August 1946. What the Muslims did then was utterly wrong.
But what is the use of avenging the year 1946 on 1947? I was
on my way to Noakhali where your own kith and kin desired
my presence. But I now see that I shall have to serve Noa-
khali only from here. You must understand that I have come
here to serve not only Muslims but Hindus, Muslims and all
alike. Those who are indulging in brutalities are bringing dis-
grace upon themselves and the religion they represent. I am
going to put myself under your protection. You are welcome
to turn against me and play the opposite role if you so choose.
I have nearly reached the end of my life’s journey. I have not
much farther to go. But let me tell you that if you again go
mad, I will not be a living witness to it. I have given the
same ultimatum to the Muslims of Noakhali also; I have earned
the right. Before there is another outbreak of Muslim madness
in Noakhali, they will find me dead. Why cannot you see that by
taking this step I have put the burden of the peace of Noakhali

1 According to the source, ‘‘an old abandoned Muslim house in an
indescribably filthy locality, had hastily been cleaned up for Gandhiji’s
residence. It was ... open on all sides.... An excited crowd of young men
stood at the gate as Gandhiji’s car arrived. They shouted: “‘Why have you
come here? You did not come when we were in trouble. Now that the
Muslims have complained all this fuss is being made over it. Why did you
not go to places from where Hindus have fled?’. .. The situation threatened
to take an ugly turn. Gandhiji sent some of his men outside to expostulate
with the demonstrators and tell them to send in their representatives to
meet him.”

33
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on the shoulders of Shaheed Suhrawardy and his friends—
including men like Mian Ghulam Sarwar and the rest? This is
no small gain.

We do not want your sermons on ahimsa. You go away from here.
We won’t allow the Muslims to live here.

This means that you do not want my services. If you will
co-operate with me and allow me to carry on my work, it will
enable the Hindus to return and to live in all the places from
where they have been driven out. On the other hand, it will
profit you nothing to remember old wrongs and nurse old
enmities.

An eighteen-year-old youngster interposed:
History shows that Hindus and Muslims can never be friends. Anyway,
ever since I was born I have seen them only fighting each other.

canDHIJI: Well, T have seen more of history than anyone
of you, and I tell you thatI have known Hindu boys who called
Muslims ‘uncle’.  Hindus and Muslims used to participate in
each other’s festivals and other auspicious occasions. You want
to force me to leave this place but you should know that I have
never submitted to force. It is contrary to my nature. You
can obstruct my work, even kill me. I won’t invoke the help of
the police. You can prevent me from leaving this house, but
what is the use of your dubbing me an enemy of the Hindus?
I will not accept the label. To make me quit, you have to
convince me that I have made a mistake in coming here.

Thus it went on till eight o’clock. At last Gandhiji said:

I put it to you, young men, how can I, who am a Hindu
by birth, a Hindu by creed and a Hindu of Hindus in my way
of living, be an ‘enemy’ of Hindus? Does this not show narrow
intolerance on your part?

His words had a profound effect. Slowly and imperceptibly the opposi-
tion began to soften. Still they were not completely converted. One of them
said: ‘“‘Perhaps we should now go.” Gandhiji replied:

Yes, you must go. It is already late. Come again in the
morning when you have thought things over.!

Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. 11, pp. 365-7

I For the discussion which continued the next day in Suhrawardy’s pre-
sence, vide p. 42.



42. LETTER TO PYARELAL

Hypari Mansion,
August 13, 1947
CHI. PYARELAL,

Today I have come to a Muslim locality. Now let us see
when I can get away from here. I have left behind Sushila in
Wah. She will leave Wah on the 17th and join me. I am
involved in a controversy! since my arrival here. I may not be
able to hold the prayers either. Young blood is boiling. I have
reached here all right. I hope you are calm.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

43. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

CALCUTTA,

August 13, 1947
CHI. VALLABHBHAI,

I am stuck here and now I am going to take a big risk.
Suhrawardy and I are going to stay together in a turbulent
area from today. Let us see what happens. Keep a watch. I will
keep on writing.

Kak (Kashmir) seems to have left.

I came to know about Subhas Bose from your letter. I find
it difficult to believe all these reports.?

I had also written to Sarat Babu about Rajaji,® just as you
did, but have not heard from him so far. Nor has he called on
me so far this time.

I don’t believe that Kripalani would have said what he is
reported to have said.* I did not like Liaquat Ali’s’ statement.

1 Vide the preceding item.

21In his reply the addressee confirmed the reports that Subhas Chandra
Bose had, while in exile, married and had at this time a four-year-old daughter.

3 Vide p. 24.

4 The addressee had sent to Gandhiji a cutting of J. B. Kripalani’s
speech in Sind.

5 First Prime Minister of Pakistan
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The atmosphere is poisoned. It is difficult to say who is on
whose side.

I understand about the Khaksars. I considered it my dha-
rma to treat them in such a way that they will have no oppor-
tunity to say anything against us and I have acted accordingly.
I deal with the others in the same way.

All this work is difficult and the difficulties go on increasing.
On top of it there is a natural calamity. What are we going to
do if the rains fail? Many surely will have to die.

The problem of the Princes is so complicated that you alone
can deal with it. But who can deal with your health?

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 363-5
44. LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL
CALCUTTA,

August 13, 1947

CHI. MANI,
I have your letter. I sent back the papers unsigned as I
thought that my signature was not required.
What will happen if the rains fail? This independence is

costing us pretty dear.
I am afraid Sardar’s health may break down under the strain

of the present work.
Read the enclosed and show it to Sardar. It seems a crime

to take up even a single minute of his time.
Blessings from
Baru

MaNBEHN PATEL
New DeLHI
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—4: Manibehn Patelne, p. 141



45. LETTER TO KANU GANDHI

HypArr MANSION,
August 13, 1947

CHI. KANAIYO,

If you read the newspapers you would have known that I
have stayed on in this place, and am now in a Muslim’s house
in a Muslim locality. It is a palatial building. We are all under
Rama’s care and we have to live as He wills. I shall not know
till the last moment when I shall leave this place. I write all
this just because I am pleased with your letter. I have sent the
relevant portion from it for publication in Harian.! Abha is fine.
However, I will not say that she is completely all right. Amritlal
is here.

From a copy of the Gujarati: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

46. LETTER TO SARALA
August 13, 1947

CHI. SARALA,

I have your letter. You are a sensible girl. You have under-
stood why I don’t send for you here. Have patience. Complete
the Nayee Talim course and attain the highest proficiency in it.
You must be reading in the newspapers about the developments
here. I have been able to write this much under great pressure.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 8769

1 Vide p. 19.
37



47. LETTER TO E. W. ARYANAYAKUM

CALcUTTA,
August 13, 1947

CHI. ARYANAYAKUM,

You will learn of the conditions here from the newspapers.
Today I want to write about the goshala.

There is a great uproar and the trouble is twofold; they
cannot run the goshala themselves nor will they let others do
so. And you have such a fiery temper that you cannot get
along with anyone.

Now tell me what the fact is.

You are all keeping well, I hope. I have no idea when if
ever I shall be able to return.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

48. LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA

Hypar: Mansion, CALCUTTA,
August 13, 1947
CHI. BALVANTSINHA,
I am under great pressure of work here. I am undergoing
an ordeal. Noakhali is now out.
I have read everything about the goshala. What advice can
I give from here? All I know is that Sevagram should have
cows and the dairy must work. But how that can be, I do not
know. You people should think over it and work it out.
Today I cannot write much. I am writing! to Arya-
nayakum.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G. N. 1988. Also Pyarelal Papers. Cour-
tesy: Pyarelal

1 Vide the preceding item.
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49. LETTER TO RADHAKRISHNA BAJAY

CALCUTTA,
August 13, 1947

CHI. RADHAKRISHNA,

I am entrapped here. Well, we have to live as God wills.

I got your letter regarding the goshala. I have only to say
that you must keep Sevagram supplied with milk. It is impos-
sible for me to go into details. I am writing under great pres-
sure of work.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

50. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
August 13, 1947

DAUGHTER AMTUL SALAAM,

Today I have come to stay in a Muslim house. Shaheed
Saheb is with me. God knows what will happen. I shall be
tested. I do not know when I shall see you now.

Yesterday I met Baquil. He had with him Nawab Saheb’s?
son® and daughter. I hope you are well.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G. N. 585

1 Addressee’s brother
2 & 3 Nawab of Chhattari and his son Farahat Sayeed, who was married
to Kudsia, daughter of Baqui Khan
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51. LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA

Hyparr MANSION,
August 13, 1947

CHI. SATIS BABU,

I have just come to Beliaghata. Kshitishbabu! is with
me, and so is Arun?. What I want is that both should go to
Sodepur and see to the work there. Hemprabha3 wanted to
look after me. I have detained her. Shaheed Saheb will be
with me. Let me see what happens. I have taken many risks,
perhaps this is the greatest of all. Who knows what will hap-
pen? We have to live as God wills and be content. I came
for Noakhali but have stayed on in Calcutta. It is all right. If
things go wrong here, then they will go wrong everywhere. If
things improve here, then perhaps they will improve everywhere.
Tell everyone that here also I am working for Noakhali. All
Muslims say that it is good that I have stayed on in Calcutta
and that too where Muslims feel unsafe and moreover in a
Muslim’s house.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 9284

52. LETTER TO SUSHILA GANDHI

CALCUTTA,
August 14, 1947

CHI. SUSHILA,

I had received your letter, but could get no time at all to
reply to it. I am writing this after the morning prayer. I am
being fairly severely tested here. Instead of going on to Noa-
khali, I have got stuck here. Yesterday I came here to live
in a Muslim’s house. This one fact, however, will not give you
a complete picture of the situation and I have no time to write
more.

1&2 Addressee’s brother and son
3 Addressee’s wife
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You are unnecessarily taking things to heart. Manilal’s letter
is so transparent and so innocent. He has only poured out his
heart in it. You had a right to draw the inference you did
from the previous letter. Notwithstanding his own desire he
had no objection to your staying on in Akola. But that letter
did not reveal all he had in mind. You should now join him
at the earliest opportunity.

Sita will have what is destined for her. I don’t know what
I shall be able to do. This time my train passed through Bana-
ras. But it was late by four hours and Sita could not have come
to the station at that time of night. But I think you yourself
will be in a better position to think over the matter and decide.
It is useless to come and see me. Rama alone knows where I
shall be tomorrow. It looks like I shall be here. But if I am
not here, where will you go wandering after me? If you need
the advice of an elder, Kishorelal is there. You are bound to
benefit by following his advice. What does it matter if our
views do not agree? Each individual thinks differently. May-
be in this matter both of us think alike. But that need not
worry you. You should do only what seems right to you. I
have made the above suggestion in case you cannot do that.
Manilal’s letter is enclosed. Though it was in my file, nobody is
likely to have read it. Everybody abides by the restrictions I
place on them. The file is not likely to fall into any stranger’s
hands these days. There are only three persons with me, Bisenl,
Abha or Radha (Manu). But what does it matter who is with
me? What can you have which you might want to keep pri-
vate? Manilal’s and your letters are never sentimental. I, there-
fore, think that anybody who reads them is bound to learn
something from them.

Remain calm and take every step after careful thinking. If
you have any attachments overcome them.

If you reply to this letter, address it C/o Khadi Pratishthan,
Sodepur.

Krishna wasn’t there either in Kashmir or Lahore.

I am getting a copy made of this.

Blessings from
Bapu

From a copy of the Gujarati: C. W. 1426. Courtesy: Sushila Gandhi

1 Shiv Balak Bisen, a constructive worker who was acting as Gandhiji’s
stenographer



53. DISCUSSION WITH REPRESENTATIVES
OF DEMONSTRATORS!

August 14, 1947

Gandhiji pointed out to them that united action on the part of Suhra-
wardy and himself in Beliaghata was only the first step. If and when the
Hindus of Beliaghata invited their Muslim neighbours to return, they would
next move to a predominantly Muslim area, where they would stay till the
Hindus were invited to return and so on till each community had invited
its neighbours to return to their former houses all over Calcutta. This time
the young men were completely won over.

Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. 1I, pp. 367-8

54. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING?

BeriacHATA, CALCUTTA,
August 14, 1947

He first said that the next day was the day fixed for deliverance from
the foreign yoke. It was, therefore, a great day. They were bound to cele-
brate it. In his opinion it was aday when both the Dominions were to
shoulder a heavy burden. He invited everyone to have twenty-four hours’
fast and prayer during the day for the well-being of India as a whole and
pass it in spinning as much as possible. For it was hand-spinning that had
knit the poor and the rich together and that had given occupation to
countless men and women who were without occupation.

He then returned to the reason for his postponing the visit to Noakhali
and coming to stay in the present place. He said that Shaheed Saheb had
come to see him and induce him to do his bit in bringing about peace in
Calcutta which was burning. The appeal had its effect upon him. He agreed
provided Shaheed Saheb went with him to the affected areas and stayed
there under the same roof with him, till the fury had abated and till com-
plete friendship between the two communities was restored. Therefore, they
were to work with one mind without mental reservation and without any
secrets in the matter from one another. Shaheed Saheb had taken one night to

1 Vide also p. 33.
2 According to the source, ‘‘a packed audience listened to Gandhiji with-
out the slightest disturbance.”
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confer with his aged father and his daughter and had sent over his decision the
next day.! And he had sent one message which brought them to the present
place yesterday. He had had many warnings also against Shaheed Saheb.
He was unaffected by the warnings. He was bound to believe his word as he
expected him to accept his (Gandhiji’s) word. Let them not think that they
were to neglect the parts of Calcutta which were deserted by their Hindu in-
habitants and were occupied by Muslims. They were working for the peace of
the whole of Calcutta and he invited his audience to believe with them that
if Calcutta returned to sanity and real friendship, then Noakhali and the rest
of India would be safe. He mentioned that Shaheed Saheb was in the build-
ing, but he had, with his consent, kept himself away from the meeting as he
wanted to avoid being the slightest cause of irritation to the meeting.? But
he was glad that the audience had exhibited becoming tolerance and gave
him the courage to bring Shaheed Saheb to the meeting. After all they should
live and work together in the open and perfect co-operation if their diffi-
cult mission was to succeed.

Haryjan, 24-8-1947

55. LETTER T0 AGATHA HARRISON

BerLiacHATA, CALCUTTA,
August 15, 1947

MY DEAR AGATHA,

This letter I am dictating whilst I am spinning. You know,
my way of celebrating great events, such as today’s, is to
thank God for it and, therefore, to pray. This prayer must be
accompanied by a fast, if the taking of fruit juices may be so
described. And then as a mark of identification with the poor
and dedication there must be spinning. Hence I must not be
satisfied with the spinning I do every day, but I must do as
much as is possible in consistence with my other appointments.

1 Vide p. 28.

2 According to Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, ‘‘realizing that Suhra-
wardy was not at the prayer meeting, some of the young men ... went
shouting for his blood towards the house and stone-throwing began again. ...
Prayer over, Gandhiji returned. ... He rebuked them for their attack on
Suhrawardy. ... ‘He will not be able to stick to me if he is not sincere. ...’
After a time when he had got them into a mood to listen to Suhrawardy,
he beckoned him....” Suhrawardy’s unequivocal admission of responsibility
for the ‘¢ ‘Great Calcutta Killing’. .. had a profound effect on the crowd.
‘It was the turning point,” Gandhiji afterwards remarked. ‘It had a cleansing
effect, I could sense it.””
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I got through Amrit your first letter at 4 o’clock in the
morning. I have through her your second letter. This has been
brought by Rajaji, the Governor of West Bengal. Rajaji could
not afford to come himself. The Government House is surrounded
by a huge admiring crowd. He is, therefore, a prisoner in his
own house. He sent his secretary with Rajkumari’s packet.

You refer me to Winterton’s speech, which you will be
surprised to learn, I have not read.! The speeches during the
debate on the Independence Bill, I was not able to read. I
rarely get a moment to read newspapers. Some portions are
either read to me or I glance during odd moments. What does
it matter, who talks in my favour or against me, if I myself
am sound at bottom? After all you and I have to do our duty
in the best manner we know and keep on smiling. Rest from
the papers. I am about to finish my spinning. Therefore I
must think of other things.

My love to all our friends. I was glad to find that Carl
Heath was well enough to preside at the gathering described
by you.

How I wish I could tell you all about the happenings here.
Perhaps Horace will. He was with me for a few days. He left
me only last night.

Love.

Baru
Miss AcatHA HARRISON

Orp Jorpan’s HosTEL
NeArR BeaconsrieLp Bucks, S.W. II

From a photostat: G. N. 1528; also Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase,
Vol. 11, p. 372

1 During the debate on the Indian Independence Bill in the House of
Lords, Earl Winterton, the Conservative Peer, had made a speech attacking
Gandhiji.



56. LETTER TO RAMENDRA G. SINHA

BeLiacHATA, CALCUTTA,
August 15, 1947
DEAR FRIEND,

I must take you at your word. As you say, your father had
in him non-violence of the brave. Such a one never dies, destruc-
tion of the body has no meaning for him. Therefore, it is not
right for you, your mother [or anyone]! to mourn over the
death of your brave father. He has left, in dying, a rich legacy
which I hope you will all deserve. The best advice I can give
is that you should all do whatever you can for the building up
of the freedom that has come to us today and the first thing
you can do is to copy your father’s bravery.

Bravery of non-violence is shown in a variety of ways, not
necessarily in dying at the hands of an assassin. There is no
doubt that if you earn an honest price for the [loss]? of your
[dear ones]?® that by itself will be a contribution to the preser-

vation of the [dearly earned freedom].*
Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI
RaMeENDRA G. SiNHA
[GopaL] MuLrLick [LANE]
Bowsazar
CaLcuTTA
From a photostat: G. N. 10517

57. ADVICE TO WEST BENGAL MINISTERS

August 15, 1947

From today you have to wear the crown of thorns. Strive
ceaselessly to cultivate truth and non-violence. Be humble. Be
forbearing. The British rule no doubt put you on your mettle.
But now you will be tested through and through. Beware of
power; power corrupts. Do not let yourselves be entrapped by its
pomp and pageantry. Remember, you are in office to serve the
poor in India’s villages. May God help you.

Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. 11, p. 370

1 to 4 The source is illegible.
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58. TALK WITH C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

CALCUTTA,
August 15, 1947

The new Governor of the province, C. Rajagopalachari, paid him a
respectful visit and congratulated him on the ‘‘miracle which he had
wrought”. But Gandhiji replied that he could not be satisfied until Hindus and
Muslims felt safe in one another’s company and returned to their own homes
to live as before. Without that change of heart, there was likelihood of
future deterioration in spite of the present enthusiasm.

My Days with Gandhi, p. 265

59. TALK WITH COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERS

CALCUTTA,
August 15, 1947

At 2, there was an interview with some members of the Communist
Party of India to whom Gandhiji said that political workers, whether Commu-
nist or Socialist, must forget today all differences and help to consolidate the
freedom which had been attained. Should we allow it to break into pieces?
The tragedy was that the strength with which the country had fought against
the British was failing them when it came to the establishment of Hindu-
Muslim unity.

With regard to the celebrations, Gandhiji said:

I can’t afford to take part in this rejoicing, which is a sorry
affair.

My Days with Gandhi, p. 265

46



60. TALK TO STUDENTS

CALCUTTA,

August 15, 1947

Gandhiji explained in detail why the fighting must stop now. We had
two States now, each of which was to have both Hindu and Muslim citi-
zens. If that were so, it meant an end of the two-nation theory. Students
ought to think and think well. They should do no wrong. It was wrong to
molest an Indian citizen merely because he professed a different religion.
Students should do everything to build up a new State of India which would
be everybody’s pride. With regard to the demonstration of fraternization he
said:

I am not lifted off my feet by these demonstrations of joy.
My Days with Gandhi, p. 266

61. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

CALCUTTA,
August 15, 1947

Gandhiji congratulated Calcutta on Hindus and Muslims meeting to-
gether in perfect friendliness. Muslims shouted the same slogans of joy as
the Hindus. They flew the tricolour without the slightest hesitation. What
was more, the Hindus were admitted to mosques and Muslims were ad-
mitted to the Hindu mandirs. This news reminded him of the Khilafat days
when Hindus and Muslims fraternized with one another. If this exhibition
was from the heart and was not a momentary impulse, it was better than
the Khilafat days. The simple reason was that they had both drunk the
poison cup of disturbances. The nectar of friendliness should, therefore, taste
sweeter than before. He was however sorry to hear that in a certain part
the poor Muslims experienced molestation. He hoped that Calcutta including
Howrah will be entirely free from the communal virus for ever. Then in-
deed they need have no fear about East Bengal and the rest of India.
He was sorry, therefore, to hear that madness still raged in Lahore. He could
hope and feel sure that the noble example of Calcutta, if it was sincere,
would affect the Punjab and the other parts of India. He then referred to

1 The meeting was held in Rash Bagan Maidan, Beliaghata.
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Chittagong. Rain was no respecter of persons. It engulfed both Muslims
and Hindus. It was the duty of the whole of Bengal to feel one with the
sufferers of Chittagong.

He then referred to the fact that the people realizing that India was
free, took possession of the Government House and in affection besieged
their new Governor Rajaji. He would be glad if it meant only a token of
the people’s power. But he would be sick and sorry if the people thought
that they could do what they liked with the Government and other property.
That would be criminal lawlessness. He hoped, therefore, that they had of
their own accord vacated the Governor’s palace as readily as they had
occupied it. He would warn the people that now that they were free, they
would use the freedom with wise restraint. They should know that they were
to treat the Europeans who stayed in India with the same regard as they
would expect for themselves. They must know that they were masters of
no one but of themselves. They must not compel anyone to do anything
against his will.

Harijan, 24-8-1947

62. MIRACLE OR ACCIDENT?!

Shaheed Saheb Suhrawardy and I are living together in a
Muslim manzil in Beliaghata where Muslims have been reported
to be sufferers. We occupied the house on Wednesday the 13th
instant and on the 14th it seemed as if there never had been
bad blood between the Hindus and the Muslims. In their thou-
sands they began to embrace one another and they began to
pass freely through places which were considered to be points of
danger by one party or the other. Indeed, Hindus were taken to
their masjids by their Muslim brethren and the latter were taken
by their Hindu brethren to the mandirs. Both with one voice
shouted ‘““Jai Hind” or ‘‘Hindu-Muslims! Be one”. As I have said
above, we are living in a Muslim’s house and Muslim volunteers
are attending to our comforts with the greatest attention. Mus-
lim volunteers do the cooking. Many were eager to come from
the Khadi Pratishthan for attendance, but I prevented them. I
was determined that we should be fully satisfied with what-
ever the Muslim brothers and sisters were able to give for our
creature comforts and I must say that the determination has
resulted in unmixed good. Here in the compound numberless
Hindus and Muslims continue to stream in shouting the favourite

1'The Gujarati original of this appeared in Harijanbandhu, 24-8-1947.
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slogans. One might almost say that the joy of fraternization is
leaping up from hour to hour.

Is this to be called a miracle or an accident? By whatever
name it may be described, it is quite clear that all the credit
that is being given to me from all sides is quite undeserved; nor
can it be said to be deserved by Shaheed Saheb. This sudden
upheaval is not the work of one or two men. We are toys in
the hands of God. He makes us dance to His tune. The utmost
therefore, that man can do is to refrain from interfering with the
dance and that he should render full obedience to his Maker’s
will. Thus considered, it can be said that in this miracle He
has used us two as His instruments and as for myself I only ask
whether the dream of my youth is to be realized in the evening
of my life.

For those who have full faith in God, this is neither a
miracle nor an accident. A chain of events can be clearly seen to
show that the two were being prepared, unconsciously to them-
selves, for fraternization. In this process our advent on the
scene enabled the onlooker to give us credit for the consumma-
tion of the happy event.

Be that as it may, the delirious happenings remind me of
the early days of the Khilafat movement.  The fraternization
then burst on the public as a new experience. Moreover, we
had then the Khilafat and swaraj as our twin goals. Today we
have nothing of the kind. We have drunk the poison of mutual
hatred and so this nectar of fraternization tastes all the sweeter
and the sweetness should never wear out.

In the present exuberance one hears also the cry of ‘Long
Live Hindustan and Pakistan’, from the joint throats of the
Hindus and the Muslims. I think it is quite proper. Whatever
was the cause for the agreement, three parties accepted Pakistan.
If then the two are not enemies one of the other, and here
evidently they are not, surely there is nothing wrong in the
above cry. Indeed, if the two have become friends, not to
wish long life to both the States would probably be an act of
disloyalty.

BELiAGHATA, August 16, 1947
Harigjan, 24-8-1947
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63. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

CALCUTTA,
August 16, 1947

CHI. AMRIT,

Your two letters the same day. It was impossible for me
to write to you before. This I am writing just after the morning
prayer. Your letter together with the other post I read yesterday
after the morning prayer and the time for the walk was on.
During the day there is hardly any quiet. I am in a Muslim house.
They are all very good. I have taken no one from Sodepur.
Hence the help I need comes only from Muslim friends. This
is not for me a new experience. It reminds me of old days in
South Africa and the Khilafat days here. For the moment I
am no enemy. Who knows how long this will last? Hindus and
Muslims have become friends practically in a day.

Suhrawardy has become transformed, so it looks. His asso-
ciation was the condition of my stay in the disturbed area of
Calcutta.

So you are a Minister.! You have to be firm and true.

What about education? You must watch. You should
insist on team work. Then most things will come under your
notice. Though there is rejoicing, somehow or other, there is
disturbance within. Is there something wrong with me? Or are
things really going wrong?

I see you will have the whole family on your hands now.
It is all as it should be.

Harijan may stop, not the dictionary?. Can you cope with
it?  You will tell me when it becomes too much for you.

I must be off for the walk.

Love.

Baru

1 The addressee had been appointed Minister of Health in the Govern-
ment of India.

2 The English-Hindustani dictionary which was being serialized in
Harijan.
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[PS.]

The first half sheet was by mistake taken for the whole.
When I detected the mistake I had already got through some
lines!

SR RajrumMART AMRIT KAUR
Clo SarpArR V. PATEL
New DELHI

From the original: C. W. 3707. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6516

64. DISCUSSION WITH REV. JOHN KELLAS*

CALCUTTA,
August 16, 1947

The principal question discussed was in connection with the relation
between education, religion and the State.

Gandhiji expressed the opinion that the State should undoubtedly be
secular. It could never promote denominational education out of public
funds.2 Everyone living in it should be entitled to profess his religion with-
out let or hindrance, so long as the citizen obeyed the common law of the
land. There should be no interference with missionary effort, but no
mission could enjoy the patronage of the State as it did during the foreign
regime.

While discussing these matters with Principal Kellas, Gandhiji inciden-
tally remarked that although we had thrown overboard British political su-
premacy, we have not yet been able to throw overboard the cultural one.
In his characteristic style, he said:

We have discarded foreign power, not the unseen foreign
influence.

What he would like the new India of his dream to do was to lay the
foundation of a new life in keeping with its natural surroundings. In every
State in the world today, violence, even if it were for so-called defensive
purposes only, enjoyed a status which was in conflict with the better elements
of life.

‘The organization of the best in society’, was the aim to which new
India should dedicate herself; and this could be done only if we succeeded
in demolishing the status which had been given to goondaism today.

1 Principal, Scottish Church College, Calcutta, had called on Gandhiji
along with some members of his staff.
2 This sentence is from My Days with Gandhi.
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One of the scientist members of the staff then asked Gandhiji what
scientific men should do if they were now asked by the free Indian Govern-
ment to engage in researches in furtherance of war and the atom bomb?
Gandhiji promptly replied:

Scientists to be worth the name should resist such a State
unto death.

Harijan, 24-8-1947

65. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING

CALCUTTA,
August 16, 1947

Gandhiji expressed his pleasure that at the Chittaranjan Seva Sadan
the tricolour was hoisted by an elderly Harijan Mehtrani who was faithfully
serving the institution. Similarly, for a District Congress Committee (of which
he had forgotten the name for the moment), a Harijan girl performed the
hoisting ceremony. This was along right lines and in keeping with the pre-
sent fraternal spirit of Calcutta. He hoped that the spirit was permanent and
that there would be no trace of untouchability or inequality in Hinduism
and that Hindus and Muslims being from the same God, would never quarrel
among one another. If this spirit persisted, it would spread throughout the
length and breadth of India. Then there would be no fear of disturbance in
Noakhali or the Punjab.

He then proceeded to refer to the crowd taking possession of the Gov-
ernment House. Historians have testified that in ancient India, people had
no need to lock their doors. In Ramarajya thefts were not known. Such
is our tradition of honesty and truth. It was a matter of shame that
there was a show of the military to induce the crowd to vacate the Govern-
ment House. He was also grieved to learn that some plate in the Govern-
ment House was pilfered. He would be glad to find that the plate was
returned to the Government House. He then mentioned that an American
friend who was with the Qaid-e-Azam told him the day before that the
Qaid-e-Azam said that India would show to the world that there was no
longer any quarrel between the two and that there was no majority and
minority community. Rajaji, their Governor, confirmed the same informa-

tion.

Harijan, 24-8-1947, and Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. II, p. 373



66. FOOD CRISIS AND SOIL FERTILITY

The suggestions contained in this paper! are worthy of at-
tention and adoption. I have no doubt that proper treatment
and judicious use of our soil should allay all fear of dearth of food.

Harijan, 17-8-1947

67. AN INDIAN GOVERNOR

In construing the word India, here it includes both Hindo-
stan and Pakistan. Hindustan may mean the country of the
Hindus strictly so called, Pakistan may mean the country of the
Muslims. Both the uses are, in my opinion, irregular. Hence,
I have purposely used the word Hindostan.

The Khilafat-Swaraj-Non-co-operation Resolution of 1920
passed in Calcutta at the Special Session of the Congress?, which
has brought freedom from the British yoke, was for both the
Hindus and the Muslims, designed to induce self-purification so
as to bring about non-co-operation between forces of evil and
those of good. Hence

I. An Indian Governor should, in his own person and in
his surroundings, be a teetotaller. Without this, prohibition of
the fiery liquid is well-nigh inconceivable.

2. He and his surroundings should represent hand-spinning
as a visible token of identification with the dumb millions of
India, a token of the necessity of ‘bread labour’ and organized
non-violence as against organized violence on which the society
of today seems to be based.

3. He must dwell in a cottage accessible to all, though
easily shielded from gaze, if he is to do efficient work. The
British Governor naturally represented British might. For him
and his was erected a fortified residence—a palace to be occu-
pied by him and his numerous vassals who sustained his Empire.
The Indian prototype may keep somewhat pretentious buildings
for receiving princes and ambassadors of the world. For these,
being guests of the Governor, should constitute an education

1By Dr. N. R. Dhar, is not reproduced here.
2 Vide Vol. XVIII, pp. 230-1.
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in what “Even Unto This Last”’—equality of all-——should mean
in concrete terms. For him no expensive furniture, foreign or
indigenous. Plain living and high thinking must be his motto,
not to adorn his entrance but to be exemplified in daily life.

4. For him there can be no untouchability in any form what-
soever, no caste or creed or colour distinction. He must repre-
sent the best of all religions and all things Eastern or Western.
Being a citizen of India, he must be a citizen of the world.
Thus simply, one reads, did the Khalif Omar, with millions of
treasures at his feet, live; thus lived Janaka of ancient times;
thus lived, as I saw him, the Master of Eton in his residence
in the midst of, and surrounded by, the sons of the Lords and
Nabobs of the British Isles. Will the Governors of India of the
famished millions do less?

5. He will speak the language of the province of which
he is the Governor and Hindustani, the lingua franca of India
written in the Nagari or Urdu script. This is neither Sanskri-
tized Hindi nor Persianized Urdu. Hindustani is emphatically
the language which is spoken by the millions north of the
Vindhya Range.

This does not pretend to be an exhaustive list of the vir-
tues that an Indian Governor should represent. It is merely
illustrative.

One would expect that the Britishers who have been chosen
by Indian representatives as Governors and who have taken the
oath of fealty to India and her millions would endeavour as
far as possible to live the life an Indian Governor is expected
to live. They will represent the best that their country has to
give to India and the world.

CaLcuTTa, August 17, 1947
Haryjan, 24-8-1947

68. GOD IS GOOD

Not in the same sense as X is good. X is comparatively
good. He is more good than evil, but God is wholly good.
There is no evil in Him. God made man in His own image.
Unfortunately for us man has fashioned Him in his own. This
arrogation has landed mankind in a sea of troubles. God is the
Supreme Alchemist. In His presence all iron and dross turn
into pure gold. Similarly does all evil turn into good.
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Again God lives but not as we. His creatures live but to
die. But God is life. Therefore goodness and all it connotes is
not an attribute. Goodness is God. Goodness conceived as
apart from Him is a lifeless thing and exists only whilst it is
a paying policy. So are all morals. If they are to live in us they
must be considered and cultivated in their relation to God. We
try to become good because we want to reach and realize God.
All the dry ethics of the world turn to dust because apart from
God they are lifeless. Coming from God, they come with life in
them. They become part of us and ennoble us.

Conversely God conceived without Goodness is without life.
We give him life in our vain imaginings.

CaLcutTa, August 17, 1947

Harijan, 24-8-1947

69. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

CALCUTTA,
August 17, 1947

CHI. VALLABHBHAI,

I have gone deaf from all the shouting. I am expected
to never tire of giving darshan. 1 am at my wit’s end how to
free myself from this. As for the rest of the news—you will have
what you can from the newspapers.

I am reminded of the days of the Khilafat. But what if this
is just a momentary enthusiasm?

I enclose herewith a telegram about Lahorel. I have not
replied to it. If what it says is true, it is a serious thing. Do let
me know the truth. At present I am stuck here. The second is a
letter from Horace Alexander. What he says certainly commends
itself to me. If he makes the recommendations after a study of the
whole thing, any injustice that might be done can be prevented.

In Chandranagore some rioters have surrounded the house of
the Administrator;? so Prafulla Babu has gone there.

Blessings from
Baru

[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 365-6

1 Where Hindus had been massacred
2 Vide p. 57.



70. LETTER TO ANAND T. HINGORANI

CALCUTTA,
August 17, 1947
CHI. ANAND,

I have your letter. Is Gangi well? What foreword can I
write for my writings? Ask someone else.

If you want to go to America for your ear trouble, you may
go. Why do you want my permission? One can do as one
wishes. I am returning the Press cutting.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Hindi: Courtesy: National Archives of India
and Anand T. Hingorani

71. SPEECH AT NARKELDANGA?!

CALCUTTA,
[August 17, 19471?

Gandhiji said that there were indications that all was not well with
the Muslims. Some Hindus were now beginning to feel that they had the
upper hand, and some Muslims were afraid that they would have to play the
underdog in the Union today. Gandhiji said that this would be shameful
indeed. If a minority in India, minority on the score of its religious profession,
was made to feel small on that account, he could only say that this India
was not the India of his dreams. In the India for whose fashioning he had
worked all his life every man enjoyed equality of status, whatever his
religion was. The State was bound to be wholly secular. He went so far
as to say that no denominational educational institution in it should enjoy
State patronage.

All subjects would thus be equal in the eye of the law. But every
single individual would be free to pursue his own religion without let or
hindrance so long as it did not transgress the common law. The question of
the protection of minorities was not good enough for him; it rested upon the
recognition of religious grouping between citizens of the same State. What

I Extracted from N. K. Bose’s report ‘Many Roads, One Goal”
2 Gandhiji was at Narkeldanga on this date.
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he wished India to do, was to assure liberty of religious profession to every
single individual. Then only India could be great, for it was perhaps the
one nation in the ancient world, which had recognized cultural democracy,
whereby it was held that the roads to God were many, but the goal was
one, because God was one and the same. In fact the roads were as many
as there were individuals in the world.

Harijan, 31-8-1947

72. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING*

CALCUTTA,
August 17, 1947

Gandhiji said that it was well for Shaheed Saheb to speak sweet things.
They were justified. There was no exaggeration in his speech. But he felt
bound to draw attention to certain disturbing things. They should not be
drowned in the pardonable exuberance they were witnessing. There were iso-
lated spots in Calcutta where it was not all well. He had heard that in
one spot the Hindu residents were not prepared to welcome back the Muslim
residents who were obliged to leave their places. All this was bad. It was
like a bad boil in an otherwise wholesome body. If the boils were not looked
after in time, they might poison the body.

Then he mentioned a letter he had received from Mohammed Habi-
bullah Bahar, Secretary of the Muslim League. He made a worthy sugges-
tion about a joint influential committee going to the East and West of Ben-
gal and consolidate the good work being done in Calcutta. He hoped the
suggestion would be quickly acted upon. Another suggestion was that the
havoc caused by the flood in the East Bengal should be a joint concern of
the Hindus and the Mussalmans. He agreed and hoped that there would
be a body of Hindu and Muslim workers who would tackle the subject effi-
ciently. Both grain and workers were wanted more than money. The Mayor
of Calcutta had sent him a cheque for Rs. 15,000 in aid of relief. He was
thankful for the cheque. He would see to it that it was well employed.

Gandhiji then turned to Chandranagore from which the news was
received that the Administrator’s bungalow was surrounded by those who
called themselves satyagrahis but were in fact duragrahis, if the statement
received by him was true. It was suggested that he had approved of the step.
He must say it was wholly untrue. Some persons had come to him and he
had said that this was no time for satyagraha. There never could be any for
duragraha. Pandit Nehru was there to look after such affairs. After all the
French were a great people, lovers of liberty. They must not be subjected

1 The prayer was held in the Victoria Nursery Grounds in Narkeldanga.
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to any strain by India which had come in possession of liberty. India was
bound to protect the French possessions in India against any untoward action
by the Indians. So he was glad that the Chief Minister had proceeded to
Chandranagore to find out the truth and do what he could.

Continuing, Gandhiji dealt with the way in which the people were
treating the police who were posted to protect Shaheed Saheb and him. It
was most improper to disregard the police instructions. He had seen them
undertaking their difficult task with exemplary patience and courtesy. It was
wrong for crowds to take the law in their own hands. That way lay slavery,
not freedom. He warned the public that he was thinking of approaching the
authorities to withdraw their forces, for he did not like them to be subjected
to insult for doing a public duty. He, however, expected that the crowd would
become perfectly orderly, so that the contemplated withdrawal might not be
necessary. The police and the military today were after all servants of the
public and not their masters.

Lastly, Gandhiji referred to the coming Id celebration. For twenty
years in South Africa he had participated in the celebration with Muslim
friends in masjids. Now that a flood of goodwill was sweeping over the city
of Calcutta, he expected everyone to take such steps as would render the
friendly feeling permanent. It was easy to share in a rising tide of emotion;
but it was quite another matter to produce constructive workers who would
toil from day to day in order to consolidate the feeling. Gandhiji would
love to see such work in the city, for, he was sure that its effect would then
be felt by the rest of the country. If they failed to do this, Gandhiji warned
them, today’s freedom would prove only a nine-day wonder.

Harijan, 31-8-1947

73. FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO MIRABEHN
August 18, 1947

The joy of the crowd is there but not in me is any satis-
faction. Anything lacking in me?...! Hindu-Muslim unity seems
to be too sudden to be true. They ascribe the transformation to
me. I wonder! Probably things would have been like this even
if I had not been on the scene. Time will show.

Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. 11, p. 374

I Omission as in the source



74. NOTE TO KHULNA CONGRESS WORKERS!

CALCUTTA,
[August 18, 1947]*

There can be no two opinions. The Union flag must go,
Pakistan’s must be hoisted without demur, with joy if possible.
Award is award good or bad.

From a photostat: C. W. 10574; also My Days with Gandhi, pp. 267-8

75. NOTE TO PEOPLE OF BARRACKPORE?
August 18, 1947

I hope the decision not to have music in the vicinity of
mosques at the namaz time is acceptable to all and will be re-
garded as binding by «@// Hindus, not only those who are present
on the spot. The League and the Congress have agreed to solve
all differences by peaceful methods and without resort of force.

Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. II, p. 375

1'The visitors had sought Gandhiji’s advice as to what they should do
with the tricolour they had hoisted to celebrate August 15 in Khulna, now
that the Boundary Commission had awarded the place to Pakistan. Gandhiji
wrote this as he was observing silence.

2 From My Days with Gandhi

3 Gandhiji visited Barrackpore, 14 miles north of Calcutta, following reports
of some trouble over a procession. Peace had already been established when
Gandhiji, who was still observing silence, reached there.

59



76. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

BELIAGHATA,
August 18, 1947

My first duty is to wish Id Mubarak to all those Muslims
who are present here. There was a time when both the Hindus
and Muslims embraced each other on this day. I must confess
that after many years I am witnessing this scene. I am very happy
to see the members of the Muslim League, National Guards and
Congress volunteers here. However, this unity should be ever-
lasting. We have to take the place of the British. I will never
be able to forget the scene I have witnessed today.

[From Gujarati]
Calcuttano Chamatkar, pp. 40-1

77. LETTER TO SUSHILA GANDHI

CALCUTTA,
August 19, 1947
CHI. SUSHILA,

I got your letter and the wire. When can a message be sent
to Manilal? After the 15th? That is over.

What do you mean by saying that Sita has been betrothed?
According to me, the betrothal took place the day they stole each
other’s hearts. Does betrothal mean that they have now taken a
step further and can take more liberties with each other? But you
are now leaving. What is bound to happen will happen.

You must have received my long letter?.

I am writing this letter under very great pressure for time.

I understand about Sita’s college. Some inconvenience must
be endured, or boys and girls become secretive and think that
they are progressing.

Show this letter to Manilal also.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 5012

1 The meeting held in the compounds of the Mohammedan Sporting
Club was attended by about four to five lakh people.
2 Vide pp. 40-1.
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78. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING

CALCUTTA,
August 19, 1947

Gandhiji apologized for being late by an hour and a quarter. His party
was not at fault. Because of the misdeeds of the majority, who were Hindus
in Kanchraparal, the Chief Minister, Shaheed Saheb, he and others had to
go to Kanchrapara. Then on return they were stopped by parties who wanted
to acclaim their joy. This sort of acclamation, if it was not tempered with
restraint, would kill their leaders and then they would deplore the embarrassing
affection. He then warned them against being unduly elated by all the
fraternization that they were witnessing. Behind it there were pointers like
Barrackpore?, Kanchrapara and other places he could mention. He would
not let them plead excuse or extenuation. There was neither excuse nor
extenuation for the majority in Pakistan or Hindustan. If the Hindu ma-
jority treasured their religion and duty, they would be just at all cost.
They would overlook the limitations or mistakes of the minority who had
no one but the majority to look to for justice. He had to listen not with-
out shame and sorrow to the statement that a Muslim friend made to him.
He said with a sigh that there was nothing left but a kind of subjection to
the Hindu majority and they might have to suffer in silence the playing of
music before mosques whilst they were offering prayers. He would have no
such despair on the part of Muslims. The friend, who made the remark,
did not realize that he unconsciously implied that Muslim majority would
inflict revenge in Pakistan. He hoped it would never be so either in
Hindustan or Pakistan. The proper thing was for each majority to do their
duty in all humility, irrespective of what the other majority did in the other
State. He suggested, therefore, that until the Prime Ministers of Pakistan and
the Union agreed upon another course in both the States, the practice that
was followed during the British regime often under compulsion, should be
fully and voluntarily followed in both the States. Those who thought that they
could haughtily impose their will on the minority were foolish and were vastly
mistaken. If, therefore, they wanted to consolidate the prevailing goodwill,
they would see to it that they acted on the square under all circumstances.

Haryan, 31-8-1947

I An industrial area, 26 miles north of Calcutta, where following a dis-
pute over playing of music before mosques, the police had opened fire causing
many deaths.

2 Vide p. 59.
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79. TALK WITH STUART NELSON!

CALCUTTA,
[Before August 20, 194712

Professor Nelson3 asked him why it was that Indians who had more or
less successfully gained independence through peaceful means, were now un-
able to check the tide of civil war through the same means?

Gandhiji replied that it was indeed a searching question which he must
answer. He confessed that it had become clear to him that what he had
mistaken for satyagraha was not satyagraha but passive resistance—a weapon
of the weak. Indians harboured ill will and anger against their erstwhile
rulers, while they pretended to resist them non-violently. Their resistance
was, therefore, inspired by violence and not by regard for the man in the
British, whom they should convert through satyagraha.

Now that the British were voluntarily quitting India, apparent non-
violence had gone to pieces in a moment. The attitude of violence which
we had secretly harboured, in spite of the restraint imposed by the Indian
National Congress, now recoiled upon us and made us fly at each other’s
throats when the question of the distribution of power came up. If India
could now discover a way of sublimating the force of violence which had
taken a communal turn, and turning it into constructive, peaceful ways,
whereby differences of interests could be liquidated, it would be a great day
indeed.

Gandhiji then proceeded to say that it was indeed true that many Eng-
lish friends had warned him that the so-called non-violent non-co-operation of
India was not really non-violent. It was the passivity of the weak and not
the non-violence of the stout in heart who would never surrender their sense
of human unity and brotherhood even in the midst of conflict of interests,
who would even try to convert and not coerce their adversary.

Gandhiji proceeded to say that this was indeed true. He had all
along laboured under an illusion. But he was never sorry for it. He realized
that if his vision were not covered by that illusion, India would never have
reached the point which it had today.

1&2 This and the following item extracted from ‘Non-violence and Free
India” appeared under the date-line ‘‘Calcutta, 20-8-1947”. This talk how-
ever, according to the source, took place two or three days before it was
reported.

3 Of Howard University, Washington
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TALK WITH STUDENTS 63

India was now free, and the reality was now clearly revealed to him.
Now that the burden of subjection had been lifted, all the forces of good
had to be marshalled in one great effort to build a country which forsook
the accustomed method of violence in order to settle human conflicts whe-
ther it was between two States or between two sections of the same people.
He had yet the faith that India would rise to the occasion and prove to
the world that the birth of two new States would be, not a menace, but a
blessing to the rest of mankind. It was the duty of Free India to perfect
the instrument of non-violence for dissolving collective conflicts, if its free-
dom was going to be really worth-while.

Harijan, 31-8-1947

80. TALK WITH STUDENTS

CALCUTTA,

[Before August 20, 1947]

Gandhiji first asked them if any of them had taken part in the riots,
to which they replied in the negative. Whatever they had done was in self-
defence; hence it was no part of the riot.

This gave Gandhiji an opportunity of speaking on some of the vital
problems connected with non-violence. He said that mankind had all along
tried to justify violence and war in terms of unavoidable self-defence. It
was a simple rule that the violence of the aggressor could only be defeated
by superior violence of the defender. All over the world, men had thus
been caught in a mad race for armaments, and no one yet knew at what
point of time the world would be really safe enough for turning the sword
into the plough. Mankind, he stated, had not yet mastered the true art of
self-defence.

But great teachers, who had practised what they preached, had suc-
cessfully shown that true defence lay along the path of non-retaliation. It
might sound paradoxical; but this is what he meant. Violence always
thrived on counter-violence. The aggressor had always a purpose behind
his attack; he wanted something to be done, some object to be surrendered
by the defender. Now, if the defender steeled his heart and was determined
not to surrender even one inch, and at the same time to resist the tempta-
tion of matching the violence of the aggressor by violence, the latter could
be made to realize in a short while that it would not be paying to punish
the other party and his will could not be imposed in that way. This would
involve suffering. It was this unalloyed self-suffering which was the truest
form of self-defence which knew no surrender.

Someone might ask how it could be called self-defence if through
such non-resistance the defender was likely to lose his life. Jesus lost his
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life on the Cross and the Roman Pilate won. Gandhiji did not agree.
Jesus had won, as the world’s history had abundantly shown. What did
it matter if the body was dissolved in the process, so long as by Christ’s
act of non-resistance, the forces of good were released in society?

This art of true self-defence by means of which man gained his life by
losing it, had been mastered and exemplified in the history of individuals. The
method had not been perfected for application by large masses of mankind.
India’s satyagraha was a very imperfect experiment in that direction. Hence,
during the Hindu-Muslim quarrel, it proved a failure on the whole.

Harijan, 31-8-1947

81. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

CALCUTTA,

August 20, 1947

CHI. MIRA,

Your two letters and wire. I hope you got mine at Pratap
Nagar. All your letters were received.

So you have not gained by your stay in the Himalayan Hills!
You are evidently unable to build up your body.

I suggest your giving up all activities including cow-keeping.

What about the buildings you have erected and the ground
taken? You can certainly come back to me and stay at will.
Have no irons in the fire till your body is like true steel. I hold
that it can be like that if the conditions are fulfilled.

I hope the examination of your heart will prove satisfactory.!

I am fixed up here for the time being. Then the intention
is to go to Noakhali. When that time will come I do not
know.

This letter has taken me two hours to finish. There were
many interruptions.

Baru
[PS.]
I had expressed the intention to pass my days in Pakistan,
no promise.

From the original: C. W. 6531. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9926

1 The addressee had written to Gandhiji of her decision to go to Delhi
to get her heart examined as the strain of the Himalayan hills had left her
health very unsatisfactory.



82. LETTER TO FIVANFI D. DESAI

BELIAGHATA,
August 20, 1947
CHI. JIVAN]I,

I have your letter. I am very sorry to learn that you got the
articles on Wednesday the 13th. I take the utmost care to see
that you get all the material on Monday evening. With that aim,
I send the material by air-mail from Calcutta on Sunday. But
I cannot attend to everything myself. I have got to trust some-
body. Nobody can be forced to do anything. We should, there-
fore, be content with whatever service we get. I have no paid
employee. I have so arranged my life that those who are with
me can leave me this very day. Such lapses, therefore, will
continue. Also I must confess that I have no more zest in
running Harijan. 1 constantly feel that it is only through actions
I should try to give the people what I can. But I am not going
to decide anything in a hurry. Whatever happens will happen
in the natural course.

I have received a copy of Prabhu’s publication. I under-
stand about Anand Hingorani. You may rest assured that he is
not after money, nor is he dishonest. He is certainly capricious,
being the son of a rich father. He is highly educated and has
been brought up in indulgence. His father-in-law also is a big
man. He has now lost his hearing. He would be happy to be
able to popularize any ideas of mine. He doesn’t write anything
else or make profit by publishing books. However, he must
abide by the rules which normally govern the permission we
give to all such publications.

Do you send anybody to the airport on Mondays at the
time of arrival of the aeroplane? It would be better to send
somebody every day till you receive the Harijan packet.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 9983. Also C. W. 6957. Courtesy:
Jivanji D. Desai
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83. LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH

CALCUTTA,
August 20, 1947

CHI. CHIMANLAL,
I am enclosing Aryanayakum’s letter.

Radhakisan Rs. 75,000.
So the goshala work goes on after all as usual; or has there

been anything new?
From a copy of the Gujarati: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

As asked for pay

84. LETTER TO E. W. ARYANAYAKUM
August 20, 1947

CHI. ARYANAYAKUM,

I have your letter.
I have written! to Chimanlal to give Rs. 75,000 to Chi.

Radhakisan for the goshala.
My letter? about the goshala must have reached you.

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

1 Vide the preceding item.
2 Vide p. 38.
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85. INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS!

CALCUTTA,
August 20, 1947

QUESTION: There is a talk of sending Miss Chandralekha Pandit? as
ambassador to the U.S. A. What can a young girl of eighteen do there?

canDHIJT: It is an attack on Jawaharlal Nehru. I can give
an apt reply to it. But at the moment I do not want to in-
volve myself in politics. I am busy with the work concerning
Hindu-Muslim unity. You may ask any question you like on the
subject. I do not want to render the Press useless. I want to
utilize it in the work of Hindu-Muslim unity. I am eager to
see the day when Hindus and Muslims will cease to stab
each other even if the Government of India or of Pakistan
should go mad. Whatever I say in my prayer meetings or in
my writings is done after due deliberation.

Let the past be buried. Do not rake it up. Think of the
future. Analyse things. Do not hesitate to point out the defects
if they are detected. Do not exaggerate. The country has often
suffered from exaggeration.?

[From Gujarati]

Calcuttano Chamatkar, pp. 42-3

1 Gandhiji met the journalists at his Beliaghata residence; Suhrawardy
was also present.

2 Daughter of Vijayalakshmi Pandit
3 This paragraph is from Amrita Bazar Patrika, 21-8-1947.
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86. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

CALCUTTA,
August 20, 1947

Gandhiji drew attention to Chittagong and said that it was their duty
to collect funds, distribute food and clothing and medical necessaries. Enough
volunteers should be sent to afford relief. He was glad to find that the Mar-
wari Relief Society as also the Friends’ Service Unit under Mr. Muirhead
had already sent workers to the scene.

Referring to the Punjab, Gandhiji said that he had received letters to
the effect that now that there was peace in Calcutta, he should proceed to
the Punjab. He said that when God called him, he would most certainly
go there. But the two Prime Ministers of the two Dominions had announced
that their major preoccupation would be to restore complete peace in the
Punjab. They would use every resource at their disposal to establish peace
and they would mobilize public opinion in the Punjab. This should be
enough for them to hope that things in the Punjab would be as good
as in Calcutta. The two Prime Ministers of the Punjab and Master Tara
Singh and Master Giani Kartar Singh have said likewise.

Mentioning about the Central Peace Committee, Gandhiji said that it
should consolidate the results so far achieved. They had to see that poor
Muslims were rehabilitated just as the Hindus had to be rehabilitated in the
areas from which they had been evacuated. Local peace committees should
be set up in each mohalla; and they must find at least one Hindu and one
Muslim of clean heart to work together. These committees must tour the
areas under their jurisdiction. They should work to create the feeling of
friendliness wherever it was lacking. For the purpose of rehabilitation they
would have to go into details. Food, shelter and clothing had to be found
for the evacuees returning to their homes. It would be a great day indeed
for Calcutta if its men and women co-operated in this manner to consolidate
their good feelings, which had been so much in evidence during the last
few days. In this task all the parties were to co-operate. For, now that all
the parties concerned had come to an agreement with regard to the division
of India into two dominions, there was no longer any reason to quarrel
and they could join hands in the task of restoring peaceful conditions.

Gandhiji then referred to the question of flags. Personally he was of
opinion that as the two States were on friendly terms with each other, there

1 The meeting held at Khengrapati, Barrackpore, was attended by over
four lakh people.
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LETTER TO DEV PRAKASH NAYYAR 69

was no reason why they could not display each other’s flags in the two
Dominions just as England and America could do.

Gandhiji then referred to the proposal of stopping cow-slaughter by
means of legislation in the Indian Union. He said that he was of opinion
that if they tried to do so through law, it would be a great mistake. He had
been a devotee of the cow for over half a century. She had a permanent
place in the economy of India. The cow can indeed be saved if they could
win over the hearts of the Muslims in such a way that they voluntarily
understood the responsibility out of deference to the feelings of their Hindu
friends. This had been abundantly demonstrated during the Khilafat days.
Now that India was free, the same old relation could be restored if they be-
haved towards one another correctly.

Hinduism, he lastly said, would be wrongly served if compelling legis-
lation was resorted to in such matters. Hinduism could be saved only by
doing unadulterated justice to man to whatever religion he might belong.

Harijan, 31-8-1947

87. LETTER TO DEV PRAKASH NAYYAR

CALCUTTA,
August 21, 1947

CHI. DEV,

I don’t see the difficulty Jivanji has pointed out in respect
of the article “My Neighbours”. I sent for the book and read it.
As far as I understand the English language, the improvement
you suggested has no place in it. If Jivanji could suggest some
other improvement I might understand his point.

I have sent replies to the other questions with Shah Nawaz.
Do write to me whatever you wish. Never mind if I am not
able to reply promptly although I shall try to do so.

I got up at 2.30 and am now writing this. It is 3.30 by
the Calcutta standard time.

It is undecided where I shall go. But the talk is going on
about my leaving soon for the Punjab.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal



88. LETTER TO TERESA RADDY

CALCUTTA,
August 21, 1947

DEAR TERESA,

What a long letter to express your jubilation. When your
studies are over I wonder [if] you will retain the same enthu-
siasm as now for the service of the country.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

Miss TErReEsA Rappy
C/o Mr. T. L. TuoMmas
69 Austin TownN
BancaLORE CANTT.

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

89. SPEECH AT WOMEN’S MEETING!

CALCUTTA,
August 21, 1947

I have been to many women’s meetings. But today the noise is
too much. I am but a servant. I have come to this meeting
because I was ordered to do so. I would like to leave as soon
as possible. All the women who have come here should call on
Muslim women. Women can do much work. My grand-daughter
was with me in my Noakhali tour. I used to send her to
Muslim women daily. It was amazing the way they talked with
her. Those women used to test her also. Women should work
for eradicating untouchability.

[From Gujarati]
Calcuttano Chamatkar, p. 45

1 The meeting was held in the University. There was so much noise
that Gandhiji had to wait for about forty-five minutes before he could
address the gathering.
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90. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

CALCUTTA,
August 21, 1947

Gandhiji drew attention to the two flags of Pakistan and the Indian
Union that were being prominently flown among the audience and hoped
that that pleasing sight would be universal in India. He was glad too
that Shaheed Saheb had suggested the revival of the slogan ‘Hindu-Muslim
ki FJa’, for it was started during the palmy Khilafat days. He recalled the
memory of the old days when a Muslim fellow-prisoner used to sing Iq-
bal’s Sare jfahanse Achchha. He used to have it sung equally sweetly by the
late Saraladevi Chowdharani. The third time was this evening when he heard
it sung with equal sweetness and force. The words of the poem were as sweet
as the tune. And among them what could be sweeter than that religion
never taught mutual hatred? He hoped and prayed that the beginning thus
auspiciously made would last for ever and that they would never resort to
the sword for the solution of their difficulties. If that was to be so, they
would see that no untoward incidents were allowed to happen and flimsy
things were not exaggerated so as to make them look like a communal dis-
turbance as had come to his notice even that very day. He pleaded, too,
that a strong rehabilitation committee might collect enough funds to give
aid where it was required.

Absolute impartiality was needed to bring all the evacuees back to their
places. There was a complaint that certain Muslims, who used to supply
carts for transfer of goods from place to place, were displaced during the
direct-action days. They had not found any other occupation. He was
clear that if the statement was true, they should be reinstated. What was
then to be done with the substitutes who were imported from other provin-
ces? It was a ticklish question. But it was not beyond the wit of merchants.
Where there was a will, there was a way. In scrupulous attention to such
matters lay the foundation for permanent unity. There was, too, the question
of landlords taking undue advantage of the evacuees who were eager to
return. They must not expect payment for the days that the bustees were
unoccupied or think of charging higher rents. He added that if they were
quite honest in all their dealings and both the communities were true to one
another, he was sure that the union of hearts would act unfailingly on the

' Held in the Park Circus Maidan, a predominantly Muslim locality,
the meeting began with Igbal’s song Sare Jahanse Achchha Hindostan Hamara.
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Punjab and help the good work that was being done by the ministers of
the two Dominions.

He then came to the Award of the Umpire in the Boundary Commis-
sion. The Umpire was chosen by all the parties to the dispute. It would
be unjust and unworthy to impute motives to the Umpire. He was specially
invited by the parties to the thankless task. The parties and the public they
represented, were loyally to abide by the Award. No Award that he knew—
and he had to do with many arbitrations—completely satisfied the parties.
But having made the choice they were bound to carry out the terms of
the Award. No doubt the best way was for the parties to adjust differences
themselves. This royal road was open to them any time as Khwaja Saheb
Nazimuddin and Dr. Ghosh, the two Premiers, had wisely pointed out.

He knew that the Muslims of Murshidabad and Malda were as gravely
disappointed as the Hindus in Khulna or Gopalganj and the Buddhists in
the Chittagong Hill tracts. The latter had gone to East Bengal. He would
say to all these parties that it was not only foolish but unbecoming to quar-
rel over the Award. It should not matter that on the 15th, the day was
celebrated according to the national division. If he had been consulted he
would have advised non-celebration because of the state of uncertainty. But
having by mistake flown in the respective places the wrong flag, there
should be no hesitation whatsoever in replacing the wrong flag by the right
one. But as he had already said, there was no flag wrong in their Dominion
for the simple reason that there was no quarrel left between the parties.
Both the Dominions had sincerely professed mutual friendship and mutual
regard. Therefore, he would advise the parties to fly both the flags of both
the Dominions or be equally respectful whichever flag was flown for the
time being.

He could not wunderstand the misgivings of the Muslims in that
Murshidabad and Malda went to West Bengal, nor could he understand
the misgivings of the Hindus in Khulna and Gopalganj and of the Bud-
dhists in the Chittagong Hill tracts. For, in view of the friendship professed
by all the parties, there was not the slightest occasion for entertaining any
fear. Surely, there would be no compulsion used against the minorities in
either part of Bengal. The minorities would enjoy equal rights with the
majorities.

Harijan, 31-8-1947



91. HOW TO SAVE THE COW?

There is serious ignorance about the place of the cow in
Hinduism and in the economy of Indian life. At the same time
that India has become independent of foreign rule, by com-
mon consent it has been cut into twain so as to induce the
untenable belief that one part is popularly described as Hindu
India and the other part as Muslim India. Like all supersti-
tions, this of Hindu and Muslim India will die hard. The fact
is that the Indian Union and Pakistan belong equally to all who
call themselves and are, sons of the soil, irrespective of their
creed or colour.

Nevertheless, a large number of local Hindus have begun
to believe in the superstition that the Union belongs to the Hin-
dus and that, therefore, they should enforce their belief by law
even among non-Hindus. Hence an emotional wave is sweeping
the country, in order to secure legislation prohibiting the slaugh-
ter of cows within the Union.

In this state, which I hold, is based on ignorance, claiming
to be a knowing lover and devotee, second to none in India
of the cow, I must try in the best manner I can to dispel the
ignorance.

Let us at the outset realize that cow worship in the reli-
gious sense is largely confined to Gujarat, Marwar, the United
Provinces and Bihar. Marwaris and Gujaratis being enterprising
merchants, have succeeded in making the greatest noise without
at the same time devoting their business talent to the solution
of the very difficult question of conserving the cattle wealth of
India.

It is obviously wrong legally to enforce one’s religious prac-
tice on those who do not share that religion.

In so far as the pure economic necessity of cow protection
is concerned, it could be easily secured if the question was con-
sidered on that ground alone. In that event all the dry cattle,
the cows who give less milk than their keep and the aged and
unfit cattle would be slaughtered without a second thought. This
soulless economy has no place in India although the inhabitants
of this land of paradoxes may be, indeed are, guilty of many
soulless acts.
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Then how can the cow be saved without our having to kill
her off when she ceases to give the economic quantity of milk
or when she becomes otherwise an uneconomic burden? The
answer to the question can be summed up as follows:

1. By the Hindus performing their duty towards the cow
and her progeny. If they did so, our cattle would be the pride
of India and the world. The contrary is the case today.

2. By learning the science of cattle-breeding. Today there
is perfect anarchy in this work.

3. By replacing the present cruel method of castration by
the humane method practised in the West.

4. By thorough reform of the pinjarapoles of India which
are today, as a rule, managed ignorantly and without any plan
by men who do not know their work.

5. When these primary things are done, it will be found
that the Muslims will, of their own accord, recognize the neces-
sity, if only for the sake of their Hindu brethren, of not slaugh-
tering cattle for beef or otherwise.

The reader will observe that behind the foregoing require-
ments lies one thing and that is ahimsa, otherwise known as uni-
versal compassion. If that supreme thing is realized, everything
else becomes easy. Where there is ahimsa, there is infinite
patience, inner calm, discrimination, self-sacrifice and true know-
ledge. Cow-protection is not an easy thing. Much money is
wasted in its name. Nevertheless, in the absence of ahimsa the
Hindus have become destroyers instead of saviours of the cow.
It is even more difficult than the removal of foreign rule from
India.!

CarcurTa, August 22, 1947
Harijan, 31-8-1947

1 For Gandhiji’s note appended to this article, vide p. 79.



92. LETTER TO KANTI GANDHI

BerLiacHATA, CALCUTTA,

August 22, 1947
CHI. KANTI,

I was pleased to read your postcard. I am busy writing a
large number of letters. After completing your study, devote
yourself to service even at some risk to yourself.

For the present I shall have to remain here. How is it
that Suru! and Shanti® keep indifferent health?

Blessings to all of you from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C. W. 7385. Courtesy: Kanti Gandhi

93. LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

CALCUTTA,

August 22, 1947

CHI. JAWAHARLAL,

I have your wire.> The work here is proceeding well. Yes,
I must go to Noakhali. Some days are to be given to Bihar.
Under the circumstances, when can I go to the Punjab? Never-
theless, you must tell me when I have to go.* No time to write
more. I wanted to write in English but the pen went off into
Hindustani. See the enclosed; is there any truth in it?

Blessings  from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

I Addressee’s wife, Saraswati

2 Addressee’s son

3 After a visit to the riot-affected areas in the Punjab the addressee
had wired to Gandhiji on August 21, sending his ‘‘respectful congratulations
on the wonderful change in Calcutta” and telling him that the Punjab needed
his ‘“‘healing presence”.

4 The addressee replied: I do not ask you to go to Punjab immediately.
We must face the situation now. Later I might request you to go there.”
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94. LETTER TO BRIJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA

CALCUTTA,
August 22, 1947

CHI. BRAJKRISHNA,

What a letter? You must have a frank talk with Jaya-
prakash. Nothing can be settled through correspondence. If it is
all true, then the socialists cannot do anything.

Nandalal’s watch seems useless. The back of the casing
comes off. I will see what can be done about it.

I have sent Saheb’s papers to Panditji.

Has Sushila come? Tell her that I have intentionally not
written to her. I had thought that she would be coming here.
But if she feels that it is her duty to stay there for a few days,
she may do so.

I have sent your watch with Aruna.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G. N. 2499

95. LETTER TO RAM MANOHAR LOHIA
August 22, 1947

CHI. RAM MANOHAR,

I will write tomorrow about Nepal.

Smoking can be given up all at once. Those who smoke
moderately cannot keep to a limit. If we workers do not have
such will power, what work can we expect to do? It is now
that we have to do real work.

Have you understood the Goa problem fully?

Blessings from
Baru

From a facsimile of the Hindi: Mahatma, Vol. VIII, between pp. 120
and 121
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96. DISCUSSION WITH KASTURBA TRUST TRAINEES!

CALCUTTA,
[August 22, 1947]?

One of the teachers had submitted a statement about her experiences
with regard to the method of training itself.

But Gandhiji did not wish to enter into the actual details of the train-
ing course; he was sure this had to be adjusted to the conditions and needs
of rural Bengal and the details must naturally be worked out by the tea-
chers from their own experience.

The question which Gandhiji took up for discussion was asked by one
of the trainees: In view of the resistance encountered from the rural people
and the numerous disappointments which they had to face, how would
Gandhiji advise them to proceed, so that success could be ensured?

Gandhiji began by saying that he was glad that a very fundamental
question had been raised. He had, however, only one answer for it. The
education through which India had passed for over a century was essentially
designed for a particular purpose. In order to feed the interests of capitalism,
the entire economic life of India had been changed, the city had become
the centre of gravity and not the village; the village had been dethroned from
its position of supremacy and virtually been converted into a slum, kept as
far away from the city as practicable. The educational system had been
planned to supply the needs of this lop-sided economy. If, now, we wanted
to create a new India, our outlook must be changed altogether. Democracy
has to be built up inch by inch in economic, social and political life.
Considering the magnitude of the task, it would naturally require a very
stout heart to grapple with the problem.

To the trainees, his advice was one. They must be brave, intelligent
and persevering. The villagers might not readily respond. They might
even prove hostile. Many interests would have to be disturbed before the ne-
cessary change could be effected. But non-violent workers should choose the
line of least resistance. They should suffer in their own persons before they
could aspire to gain the co-operation of the inert or hostile villagers. Day
in and day out, they must persevere at their chosen task, whether it was
village sanitation or the imparting of education to a few children, whom

I Twenty-three trainees and three teachers from the Kasturba Gandhi
National Memorial Trust training camp, Shahib Nagar, had called on
Gandbhiji.

2 From Calcuttano Chamatkar
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perhaps nobody else would care to touch. They might not have the resources
to supply their own bread. But even then, through hunger, they must persist
without retirement, without bitterness. 7Then only would their conduct strike
the imagination of the villagers; and this element of surprise would open the
way to their hearts. Once the inert mass had begun to yield, work would
make rapid progress.

Another trainee then said that there were no signs of response from
the villagers even after a year of patient work. Gandhiji comforted her by
saying that one year’s work was not enough. We had to sweep aside the
accumulated debris of centuries of subjugation. Even a lifetime might not prove
enough.l If our education had been otherwise, we might not have perhaps
yielded so readily to despondence. We had to steel our hearts and look
towards the bright future to enable us to get out of the Slough of Despond.
So long as we persevered, the struggle itself was victory. It was only courage
of this kind which could lead India to the New Age.

Harijan, 7-9-1947

97. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING?

CALCUTTA,

August 22, 1947

Gandhiji drew attention to the fact that while some men in the audi-
ence responded and kept time, the women hardly responded. He said that
those who had some experience knew the power that the Ramdhun, mean-
ing recital of God’s name from the heart, meant. He knew the power that
lakhs of soldiers marching in step to the tune of their band meant. The
desolation that military prowess had wrought in the world, he who ran could
see. Though the War was said to have ended, the aftermath was worse than
actual warfare. Such was the bankruptcy of military power.

Without the slightest hesitation he was there to contend that the power
exerted by the Ramdhun recited by millions of mankind with true beat of
time, was different in kind from and infinitely superior to the display of mili-
tary strength. And this recital of God’s name from the heart, would produce
lasting peace and happiness in the place of the present desolation they wit-
nessed. That brought him to what was going on in the Punjab. If there
was lasting peace in Calcutta, it must have its effect on the Punjab. But

1 According to Calcuttano Chamatkar, Gandhiji referred to Prema Kantak
and Yashodhara Dasappa as the two workers who had dedicated themselves
to the villages for many years.

2 The meeting, held in Deshabandhu Park, was attended by several

lakhs of people who became restive and began to disperse. Gandhiji, therefore
cut short his speech.
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it was not so as yet. He felt sorrow and shame to learn that the Hindus
were leaving Lahore and the Muslims were leaving Amritsar. It was deplo-
rable that the Muslims should distrust the former. He hoped that the Mus-
lims and the Hindus and the Sikh leaders would stop the reported exodus.

Gandhiji referred then to the visit he had had from some Muslims from
Kharagpur. Though now there was comparative quiet there, there was no
assurance that it would last. They complained that the Hindu officer was
partial. He hoped this was not so. He must warn all the officers and their
men in the police force that in their work they were neither Muslims nor
Hindus nor Sikhs. They were Indians bound by oath to give full protection
to the afflicted without regard to their religion. Thereby they did not cease
to be Muslims, Hindus or Sikhs, but became better.

Religion was a personal matter and if we succeeded in confining it to
the personal plane, all would be well in our political life. The manifestation
of brotherhood which was being witnessed today would prove a passing show
if we did not consolidate it by suitable acts in the social and political spheres.
If officers of the Government as well as members of the public undertook the
responsibility and worked wholeheartedly for the creation of a secular State,
we could build a new India that would be the glory of the world.

Harijan, 31-8-1947

98. 4 NOTE?

The average quantity of milk that the cow in India yields
is said to be roughly 2 1b. per day, that of New Zealand 14
lb., of England 15 Ib., of Holland 20 lb. The index figure for
health goes up in proportion to the increase in the yield of milk.

August 23, 1947

Harijan, 31-8-1947

I This was appended to the article “How to Save the Cow?”, vide
pp- 37-4.



99. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

CALCUTTA,

August 23, 1947

Gandhiji first referred to the cry of Allah-o-Akbar to which some Hin-
dus had objected. He held that it was probably a cry than which a greater
one had not been produced by the world. It was a soul-stirring religious
cry which meant, God only was great. There was nobility in the meaning.
Did it become objectionable because it was Arabic? He admitted that it
had in India a questionable association. It often terrified the Hindus be-
cause sometimes the Muslims in anger come out of the mosques with that
cry on their lips to belabour the Hindus. He confessed that the original
had no such association. So far as he knew, the cry had no such associa-
tion in other parts of the world. If, therefore, there was to be a lasting
friendship between the two, the Hindus should have no hesitation in uttering
the cry together with their Muslim friends. God was known by many names
and had many attributes. Rama, Rahim, Krishna, Karim, were all names of
the one God. Sat Shri Akal, was an equally potent cry. Should a single
Muslim or Hindu hesitate to utter it? It meant that God was and nothing
else was. The Ramdhun had the same virtue.

He then came to Vande Mataram. That was no religious cry. It was a
purely political cry. The Congress had to examine it. A reference was made
to Gurudev about it. And both the Hindu and the Muslim members of the
Congress Working Committee had to come to the conclusion that its open-
ing lines were free from any possible objection, and he pleaded that it
should be sung together by all on due occasion. It should never be a chant
to insult or offend the Muslims. It was to be remembered that it was
the cry that had fired political Bengal. Many Bengalis had given up their
lives for political freedom with that cry on their lips. Though, therefore, he
felt strongly about Vande Mataram as an ode to Mother India, he advised his
League friends to refer the matter to the League High Command. He would
be surprised if, in view of the growing friendliness between the Hindus and
the Muslims, the League High Command objected to the prescribed lines of
the Vande Mataram, the national song and the national cry of Bengal which
sustained her when the rest of India was almost asleep and which was, so
far as he was aware, acclaimed by both the Hindus and the Muslims of
Bengal. No doubt, every act, as he pointed out the previous evening, must

1 The meeting was held in ‘““Woodlands”, the Alipore residence of the
Mabharaja of Cooch Behar.
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be purely voluntary on the part of either partner. Nothing could be imposed
in true friendship.

The third thing he referred to was about his friend Shaheed Suhra-
wardy. He was receiving verbal complaints and complaints by letters that
Shaheed Saheb was not to be trusted and that the Hindus had suffered a lot
during the tenure of his ministry. The complaint was not new. He knew it
before they embarked on the joint mission which seemed to be bearing un-
expectedly good fruit. It was due to the givers of the warning that he should
deal with it. He had not had the time even to discuss the matter with his
friend. He was in no hurry. His was a trusting nature. He had never lost
anything by trusting in good faith. Just as he would expect others to believe
his word, unless he was proved untrue, he would likewise believe the word of
another. That, he held, was the only honourable way of living among men.
He held that man never lost by trusting and that the deceiver ever lost. He
would have to answer for his crime before his Maker. He could say that
during the few days they were together, he had found no occasion to regret
the friendship. This he could tell them, that without his association in the
work, he (the speaker) would have been able to do nothing.

He referred next to a deputation! he had had from the Punjabi friends,
who had drawn a terrible picture of what was said to be going on in the
Punjab and who on the strength of the information asked him immediately to
proceed to the Punjab. They had informed him that before the killing and
arson in the Punjab, what had happened in Bengal was nothing. They
added that Lahore was almost denuded of the Hindus and the Sikhs as was
Amritsar of the Muslims. He hoped that the information was highly col-
oured. The Punjabis of Calcutta could not know the true situation in the
Punjab. Be that as it may, he was sure that if the Hindus, the Sikhs and
the Muslims of Calcutta were sincere in their profession of friendship, they
all would write to their fellows in the Punjab and ask them to desist from
mutual slaughter. The declarations of the Dominion Premiers could not go
in vain. He could not believe that the Punjab leaders would not like any
non-Muslims in the Pakistan part and non-Hindus and non-Sikhs in the other
part. The logical consequence would be that there would be no gurudwaras
and mandirs in the West Punjab and no mosques in the East Punjab. The
picture was too gruesome to be ever true.

Lastly, he came to the nationalist Muslims who were good enough to
see him. They twitted him for giving importance and life to the Muslim
League and neglecting the nationalist Muslims. He could not plead guilty
to either charge. The League had gained importance without his or the
Congress aid. It became great because, rightly or wrongly, it caught Muslim

1 A deputation of the Punjab Hindu-Sikh Sabha, led by Niranjan Singh
Talib, had called on Gandhiji in the afternoon.
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fancy. The Congress and he had to deal with and recognize the fact that
faced them. He was not sorry for having visited Qaid-e-Azam Jinnah eigh-
teen times in Bombay. His friends should also know that he alone could have
done nothing without Shaheed Saheb and Osman Saheb and the other
League members. There was no question of neglect of the nationalist Mus-
lims. Nationalism of a man was its own merit. It demanded no recognition.
He would advise his friends to remain what they were and exhibit in their
every act courage, self-sacrifice and true knowledge born of study and he
was certain that whether they were few or many they would make their
mark on India’s future. He would even advise them to join the League
and oppose it from within, whenever they found it to be reactionary. Whilst
he said all this, he would advise his League friends to approach the nation-
alist Muslims in a friendly spirit, whether they remained out or came in.
True friendship did not admit of exclusion without the soundest reason.

Harijan, 31-8-1947

100. IS “HARIFAN” WANTED?!

CALCUTTA,
August 24, 1947

It occurs to me that now that freedom from British rule has
come, the Harijan papers are no longer wanted. My views re-
main as they are. In the scheme of reconstruction for Free
India, its villages should no longer depend, as they are now
doing, on its cities, but cities should exist only for and in the
interest of the villages. Therefore, the spinning-wheel should
occupy the proud position of the centre round which all the life-
giving village industries would revolve. But this seems to be re-
ceding into the background. The same thing can be said of many
other things of which I used to draw a tempting picture. I can
no longer dare to do so. My life has become, if possible, more
tempestuous than before. Nor can I at present claim any place
as a permanent habitation. The columns are predominantly
filled by my after-prayer speeches. In the original I contribute,
on an average, only one and a half columns per week. This is
hardly satisfactory. I would like, therefore, the readers of the
Harijan weeklies to give me their frank opinion as to whether they
really need their Harijan weekly to satisfy their political or spiri-
tual hunger. They should send their answers to the Editor of
the Harijan, Ahmedabad, in any of the languages in which they

' A Gujarati translation of this appeared in Harijanbandhu, 31-8-1947.
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get their weekly, telling me very briefly at the same time, why,
if they need it. In the left hand upper corner of the envelope
containing the answer, the writer should state: ‘“About Harijan’.

Harijan, 31-8-1947

101. LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
August 24, 1947

Punjabis in Calcutta have been pressing me to go to the Pun-
jab at once. They tell me a terrible story. Thousands have been
killed. A few thousand girls have been kidnapped! Hindus cannot
live in the Pakistan area, nor Muslims in the other portion. Add
to this the information that the two wings of the army took sides
and worked havoc! Can any of this be true?

When do you think I should go to the Punjab if at all? I
have still work in Calcutta, then in Noakhali and Bihar. But
everything can be laid aside to go to the Punjab if it is proved
to be necessary.!

Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. II, p. 385

102. LETTER TO PUSHPA K. DESAI

CALCUTTA,
August 24, 1947

CHI. PUSHPA,

I have your letter. I was glad that you wrote frankly. All
I said was that I would not object if you decided to go to
Jugatram. Your duty is to live in the Ashram and overcome
all your ignorance. The Ashram, such as it is, is your refuge.
Your good lies in doing as I advise, since you have faith in me
and have made yourself my daughter. The final responsibility
should rest with me. You should welcome anything that Chimanlal

1'The addressee visited the Punjab again and wrote to Gandhiji, as
soon as he returned on August 25: ‘““This morning at a meeting of the
Defence Council, Mountbatten urged me to request you to go to the Punjab
and he hoped that you would repeat your Calcutta miracle there. I told
him that I was myself not clear about it. I feel you should go but not just
yet.” Vide also p. 75.
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or Balvantsinha may say. But if you do not like it, you can refer
it to me.
Bhansali is a respected elder. But in my estimate he is
unworldly, an avadhuta. He cannot be an example for you to follow.
It would do you no good to let you accompany me on my
tours.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 9280
103. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING
CALCUTTA,

August 24, 1947

In thanking the Corporation for the address, Gandhiji said he could
not help recalling the late Dr. P. C. Ray under whose roof he had lived
for one month in 1901. When he was with the late Deshbandhu, he used
to see him with a few friends engaged in lively but strictly scientific
conversation under the shadow of the Orchelony Monument near which they
had met. That was their recreation. Gandhiji asked Dr. Ray whether they
had any drinks or eatables. Dr. Ray emphatically said, ‘““No.” Their food
and drink consisted of their instructive as distinct from idle conversation.

Referring to the address, Gandhiji said that this was the third time he
was receiving an address from the Corporation. The first was given to him
by the Deshbandhu when he was the Mayor.! He recalled the fact that the
caskets were then auctioned in the interest of the Harijans. He hoped that
this casket too would be sold in the same interest by the Mayor.

He would repeat what he had said in answer to the first address that
he could not be satisfied till Calcutta had become the premier city in the
world for sanitation. He included in this the sanitation of the streets in
Calcutta which was absent today. The citizens should have healthy minds
in healthy bodies. That they would have no goondas, no vagabonds, no
drunkards. If the mortality in Calcutta was to be reduced, Calcutta should
be flowing with clean milk. Today it was a most difficult commodity to pro-
cure. Then he would expect the corporators, by honest application, to put
the friendship between the Hindus and the Muslims on a permanent footing
in the manner Shaheed Saheb had pointed out.

Gandhiji said that he had a message from Khwaja Saheb Nazimud-
din? that he (Gandhiji) should help in procuring at least 500 tons of rice

1 Vide Vol. XXV, p. 290.
2 Chief Minister of East Bengal
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out of the shipment that was coming from Burma. The need was so urgent
that the ship with the rice should be diverted to Chittagong to deliver the
500 tons. He gladly associated himself with the request and he hoped that
Dr. Rajendra Prasad would, if it was at all possible, allow 500 tons of the
precious cargo to be delivered at the Chittagong port.

In this connection he could not help mentioning the complaint that
petty officials in charge of flood relief confined the distribution to Muslim
sufferers only. He hoped the news was not true. If unfortunately it was, he
had no doubt that the ministers and high-rank officials would redress the
wrong. If the two Dominions were to live creditably and as friends, the
communal spirit would be wholly purged. It was up to the Hindu and
Muslim leaders to see that the seeds of poison that were sown, while
they were fighting, would be removed forthwith. Then he said he deplored
the fact that the Muslims in Government services when the choice was offered
to them, preferred Pakistan and the Hindus, the Indian Union. The choice
was made, he did not doubt, in haste. He would be sorry to find that the
communal virus had entered the services. He advised that the two Premiers
should confer with each other and if it was at all honestly possible, the ser-
vices should be given the opportunity to reconsider their choice. It would
be a sorry thing for India if Hindu officials could not be trusted by Muslims
and vice versa. Much would depend upon the leaders who influenced the
services and the public.

Lastly, he had heard that Khulna was to celebrate its entry into Pakis-
tan. He deplored such celebration after the Award. But he was consoled
by Shaheed Saheb that the celebration would be joint and that the Hindus
were associating with it. Nevertheless, he could not regard the example with
happiness. The jubilant parties ought to restrain themselves, as the aggrieved
ones should accept the Award with perfect resignation. It must be re-
garded as final except to the extent that the ministers of the two Dominions
agreed to vary it for the mutual satisfaction of the parties concerned. There
was no other worthy or gentlemanly way.

Harijan, 7-9-1947



104. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
August 25, 1947

DAUGHTER AMTUSSALAAM,

I have your letter. You are hasty. Nothing can be accom-
plished by your going to the Punjab. If anything could be ac-
complished by your going I would send you promptly. You are
not sitting idle where you are. I shall leave when the time comes
for me to go to the Punjab. I am in correspondence with Jawahar-
lal on this subject.! Let us see what God would have us do.

I started this letter early in the morning. Then one after
another, people kept coming and now at 5.10 I have reached
only up to this. The rest you will have from Abha and Manu.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

105. TELEGRAM TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA

CALCUTTA,
August 25, 1947
Satis BaBu
Ganpur Camp
RamcaNg
NoAaKHALI
TELL KANU IDEA GOOD BUT  PERMISSION OF LOCAL

AUTHORITY NECESSARY.2 AMTUSSALAAM SHOULD WAIT.

Baru
From a photostat: G. N. 9285

1 Vide pp. 75 and 83.
2 Vide p. 90.
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106. LETTER TO DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, CHITTAGONG

CALCUTTA,
August 25, 1947

TueE DisTricT MAGISTRATE
CHITTAGONG

DEAR SIR,
A representative of the Humanity Association is soon pro-
ceeding with funds to render such aid as is possible to the flood-
stricken area.! I have no doubt you will render such aid as is
possible.
Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanbpHI
From a photostat: G. N. 9296

107. LETTER TO AKBAR HYDARI

CALCUTTA,
August 25, 1947

DEAR HYDARI?,
Your dear note. Much as I should love to visit Assam and
try to do the work you suggest, I fear I shall not get the time.
Kaka Saheb has told me how kind you were to him.
Love to you and yours.
Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

1 Vide p. 90.
2 Governor of Assam
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108. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

CALCUTTA,
August 25, 1947

I am sorry that today being my silence day I cannot speak
to you. I have, therefore, to write out what I wish to say to
you. I have been speaking every day about the vital duty of the
Hindus in Western Bengal, who are the majority community,
towards their Muslim brethren. This duty they will perform
truly, if they are able to forget the past. We know how all over
the world enemies have become fast friends. The example of
the Britons and the Boers who fought one another strenuously,
becoming friends we all know. There is much greater reason
why the Hindus and the Muslims should become friends. We
cannot do that if we are not great enough to shed all malice.

This evening I wish to devote to Sylhet. I have received
frantic telegrams from Sylhet about the serious riots that have
broken out there. The cause is not known. I am sorry that I
am unable to go just now to Sylhet, nor am I vain enough to
think that my presence would immediately abate the mob
fury. I know, too, that one should not without peremptory
cause abandon his present duty, however humble it may be, in
favour of one which may appear to be higher. To adopt the
Salvation Army language, we are all soldiers of God to fight the
battle of right against wrong, by means which are strictly non-
violent and truthful. As His soldiers ours is “not to reason why”’,
ours is “but to do and die”’. Though, therefore, I am unable
to respond to the urgent call of the sufferers of Sylhet, I can
appeal, not in vain, to the authorities in East Bengal in gene-
ral and Sylhet in particular to put forth their best effort on be-
half of the sufferers and deal sternly with the recalcitrants. Now
that there is peace between the Hindus and the Muslims, I
am sure the authorities do not relish these ugly outbreaks. It

1 The meeting was held at Howrah Maidan. As Gandhiji was observing
silence he wrote out his speech to be translated into Bengali by N. K. Bose,
who however was delayed due to rain and reached the meeting an hour late.
By then it was time for Gandhiji to break his silence. The first two para-
graphs of the speech were written. The rest is a report of what Gandhiji
spoke.
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would be wrong and misleading to underestimate the trouble by
calling it the work of goondas. The minorities must be made to
realize that they are as much valued citizens of the State they
live in, as the majority. Let the Premiers of the two divisions of
Bengal meet often enough and jointly devise means to preserve
peace in the two States and to find enough healthy food and
clothing for the inhabitants and enough work for the masses in
East and West Bengal. When the masses, Hindu and Muslim,
see their chiefs acting together and working together honestly,
courageously and without intermission, the masses living in the
two States will take the cue from the leaders and act accord-
ingly. To the sufferers I would advise bravely to face the future
and never to give way to panic. Such disturbances do hap-
pen in the lifetime of a people. Manliness demands there should
be no weakness shown in facing them. Weakness aggravates the
mischief, courage abates it.

Gandhiji first apologized to the vast audience for having to stand or
sit on the wet and muddy ground. He then referred to the insult that was
done to Shaheed Saheb at a meeting held in honour of Major General Shah
Nawaz in Howrah. The General had gently rebuked the men who were
guilty of discourtesy.

Gandhiji said that the past must be forgotten and whilst they were both
acting together for a common cause without mental reservations, the insult
done to one was done to the other also. And as they together tried to re-
present Hindu-Muslim unity, the insult done to a Hindu or a Muslim, was
an insult done to the two partners.

He then referred to the visit of Punjabi friends who pressed him to
visit the Punjab as early as possible. He assured them that he was in con-
stant correspondence with Panditji. After all, the Punjab was as much his
as any other part of India, for he claimed to be the servant of the whole
of India. Moreover, he had passed six months in that Province during the
Martial Law days. He would hasten to the Punjab as early as necessary.
Indeed, he was wanted in Sylhet, Malda, Murshidabad and other places.
It was not given to any one man to cover all calls upon his time nor was
it healthy to depend upon man’s assistance in times of trouble. It was manly
and dignified to rely upon God for the dissolution of all troubles. He was
the only infallible Help, Guide and Friend.

He then pointed out that rehabilitation was not going on smoothly.
The landlords seemed also to be in the way. They were in duty bound to
invite and receive evacuees with open arms. He expected them not to charge
or expect rents for months or days of enforced absence.

The last thing he referred to was a letter from a Muslim who described
himself as a sufi. He had sent this communication through Shaheed Saheb.
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The purport was that in his opinion there was nothing common between
Hinduism and Islam and that the two could not be as if they were one.
For, he argued that the Hindus did not believe in the one and only God but
held cows and goats as superior to man and believed in high and low,
whereas Islam was a brotherhood in which there was no hierarchy and which
believed in one God as Allah. In this there was a caricature of Hinduism.
There was no Hindu who put animals, the cow and the goat, before man.
But he submitted that if anyone like him believed himself to be the lowest
in God’s creation, there was nothing wrong. It was a sign of true humility.
He held that every Hindu believed in the one and only God. He admitted
that excrescences had grown round Hinduism and that its votaries had not always
been true to Hinduism undefiled. It was, therefore, up to an impartial man
to understand Hinduism as its votaries like him understood it, just as it
was the duty of an impartial Hindu to understand Islam as a good Muslim
understood it. That, he held, was the safest rule of interpretation for any
faith. Then it would be found that all great religions sprang from the
same source and the fundamentals were common to them all.

Harijan, 7-9-1947

109. LETTER TO KANU GANDHI
August 25 [|261, 1947

CHI. KANAIYO,

I have your letter. I have today sent a wire? to you and
Amtussalaam through Satis Babu. I like your idea. But we are
not in Wardha. We will have to seek permission from Chittagong.3
We can go there only if we have the permission. I have no
idea how things are there. I don’t know when I am destined
to reach there. Hence, although your idea is excellent, I don’t
see how it can be implemented.

You have asked for a bag like Nirmal Babu’s. Luckily an
American friend has sent one. If you are keen on having it I
shall give it to you. But you can make one like it out of khadi.
Does the American product have anything special about it?

I began the letter yesterday. But I am so very busy meeting
people that I hardly get time to write or even dictate letters.
Hence I could complete this only after the morning prayers.

1 From the contents
2 Vide p. 86.
3 Vide p. 87.



LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL 91

I might have to make a sudden dash to Delhi or to the Punjab.
I might not therefore be able to come to you. Even then let
things go according to your idea.
It is not possible to write more.
Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

110. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

CALCUTTA,

August 26, 1947

CHI. VALLABHBHAI,

I have your letter. It made painful reading. However,
you have done everything you could do. I did leave Sushila in
the jaws of death. If the refugees in Wah feel secure she may
well be freed, otherwise let her die with them. I came to know
of her whereabouts only from your letter. She wrote to me a
letter from Wah soon after I left her there. After that there
was none, so I had been wondering.

What is going to happen to the Punjab? The enclosed
letter arrived only today. Can it all be true? I am being
strongly pressed to go to the Punjab. I do not know what to
do. Jawahar also writes that I should go, though not just yet.
According to the present arrangement I am here at least till
Sunday. Then the idea is to go to Noakhali. Then on to Bihar
from there. This will easily take a fortnight. I do not see what
I could do in Delhi if I went there. I feel I would only be
intruding.

Kripalani inquires if he may resign now. From the talks
I had with you and others I had gathered that he would re-
sign after the fifteenth. None of you have a high opinion of
him. If he does not enjoy the confidence of his seniors, it is
best to let him go. We have to consider who the next President
shall be. The present situation appears dangerous to me. I can
understand that those of you who are in the midst of the danger
may not be able to see what I see from here. This is the state
of my mind. I can see that my place is in this part of the
country. I may include the Punjab also, though I doubt whe-
ther anyone would want my presence there.
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How is your health? The Hyderabad problem has become
complicated. But you will be able to cope with it.
Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 367-70

111. LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL
August 26, 1947

CHI. MANI,

I feel sorry for you. Why should I, though? You are strong
enough to carry the burden. Do that, and lighten some of
Sardar’s.

I heard only from you that Ramaswami was seriously in-
jured.! There was a letter to that effect but I did not believe it.
I did not write to him at all. I shall do so now.?

Forward the accompanying letters.

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—4: Manibehn Patelne, p. 141

112. LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA

August 26, 1947

CHI. SATIS BABU,

Three letters are enclosed herewith. Your Iletters keep
coming but I do not get all the news.

Will it be all right if I do not go there? The question
will not arise if I do not have to go to the Punjab. The work
here will keep me engaged till Sunday. After that I go to
Noakhali unless I have to go to the Punjab or Delhi. They are

asking me to go over to Sylhet. How can I choose where
to go?

I Sir C. P. Ramaswami Ayyar, Dewan of Travancore, had been assaulted
at a public meeting.
2 Vide p. 96.
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Can Pyarelal, Kanu, Amtussalaam [and] Prabhudas be re-
lieved from there ? You, of course cannot be relieved from there
nor Jiwan Singh!. Kanu desires to have a camp at Chittagong
Cantt. Have a talk with Kanu.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

An article is enclosed. Has it any substance? I have written
to the writer that you are my expert. You have made a deep
study of dairy science.

Baru
From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal
113. LETTER TO DEV PRAKASH NAYYAR
CALCUTTA,

August 26, 1947

CHI. DEV,

Your three letters of the 17th, 18th and 22nd are lying in
front of me. Mridulabehn may not be able to return at pre-
sent. She has been sent to Amritsar. Mahesh should remain
where he is most useful. I have had a talk with General Shah
Nawaz. About the refugees I shall try to send someone from
here by and by. But some officer from there ought to meet the
officers from here.

Perhaps the problem of sanitation is very difficult all over
India. Whatever is possible should be done.

I shall consider both aspects of Saran2

I have read both the Muslim League’s memorial and the
reply that you sent to me.

I shall be here till Sunday at any rate. I do intend
leaving for Noakhali on Monday but one cannot say what will
happen. And from there on to Bihar, and of course the trip
to the Punjab in between. But my going or not going to the
Punjab depends upon the news coming from there. If I have
to go my programme will change.

Sushila is still at the Wah Camp. Things are happening
contrary to my anticipation. It means it was very good that I

1 Of the Indian National Army
2 Saran District in Bihar
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left behind Sushila because people were very much afraid and
their fear proved right. Thus Sushila’s stay has been all to the
good.

Now for your reply to the League memorial, I find it weak
at several places. Of course I have not been able to go deep
into the matter. Probably such a lengthy reply was not even
required. On page 9 you have stated about Rajbir that
Hindus had committed no great crime. Some youths had done
something and the Hindus extinguished the fire. Then why the
collective fine of Rs. 5,000? Similarly in the fourth column you
say there was insufficient evidence. But a fine was imposed. There
are similar inconsistencies at some other places too. Perhaps
there is no occasion for such a lengthy reply now. For whom has
the memorial been drafted?

I shall be able to answer your query about non-violence
only after looking up the book. I shall try to obtain the book.

From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

114. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

CALCUTTA,
August 26, 1947

There was a huge crowd at the meeting and the audience was talking
among themselves, creating a noise which, Gandhiji said, disabled him from
speaking as he wanted to. As, however, a large part of the audience was pa-
tient, he said he would say a few words. He referred first to the fact that
rehabilitation was not proceeding as rapidly as could be wished. If the pro-
cess was not completed in time and the evacuees did not return to their
places, the peace, in spite of the very large meetings every day, would prove
transitory. He drew pointed attention to the fact that the Lake Area was
inhabited by rich men. If they made up their minds to do their duty, it
was possible for them to make their contribution to the rehabilitation scheme.
If the police but did their duty without fear or favour, he said, half the
work would be done.

He next referred to the visit he had from Anglo-Indian sisters and bro-
thers. While he was not able to address them at a meeting, he would gladly
mention them at one of his prayer meetings. During the foreign regime,
they were a favoured community. He could not hold out any hope that the
favoured treatment would be continued during independence. But they are
entitled to the full justice that was the right of every citizen. The Anglo-

I'The meeting was held at Lake Maidan.
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Indians were as much citizens as any other group in India. It was the duty
of both the Hindus and the Muslims to regard them as fully their equals and
as brothers and sisters.

He then referred to the provincial spirit that seemed to be infecting
the provinces. Thus he saw in the papers that some Assamese thought that
Assam belonged exclusively to the Assamese. If that spirit fired every province,
to whom could India belong? He held that the people of all the provinces
belonged to India and India belonged to all. The only condition was that
no one could go and settle in another province to exploit it or rule it or to
injure its interest in any way. All were servants of India and they lived only
in the spirit of service. The same provincial spirit was reported from Bihar
against the Bengalis. The extreme instance reported was from Darjeeling. It
was said that there was a Gurkha League whose business it was to resent
the entry into Darjeeling of the plainsmen. They were reported to be resort-
ing to force for the prosecution of their purpose. He hoped that the poison
was confined to a very few young men who lacked imagination and love for
India. He had the pleasure of meeting distinguished Gurkha officials who
took pride in considering themselves part of India. He had provided the
golden rule of conduct. No one could dare migrate to any province to its
injury and no force should be used to attain one’s end.

Harijan, 7-9-1947

115. LETTER TO A. K. BHAGWAT

CALCUTTA,
August 27, 1947

BHAI BHAGWAT!,

I have your letter. I have just gone through it after the
morning prayer. I fear we cannot do anything to advocate
preservation of health without milk. From practical experience
it is difficult to remove this fear. You may certainly experiment
with those who can live without milk.

Let all work together in Uruli. I think it is desirable to go
by the opinions of Balkoba and Manibhai. Within the limits of
the Ashram rules personal life should be raised as high as possible.

Dr. Mehta is here. Nothing has been settled with him.

If I am not there, it is because I am helpless.

Blessings from

Baru
From a photostat of the Hindi: C. W. 2725. Courtesy: Manibhai B. Desai

1 Of Nature Cure Clinic, Uruli Kanchan



116. LETTER TO C. P. RAMASWAMI AYYAR

CALCUTTA,
August 27, 1947

DEAR FRIEND,

You will forgive me for this belated solicitude about you. I
was perplexed about your attitude on Travancore. I read news-
papers only casually. No time. When I heard about the at-
tack on you, I regarded it as of no consequence. It must have
been a mere scratch, probably a made-up affair. But Krishna
Hutheesing and Manibehn opened my eyes to the serious attack.!
I could not be guilty of any unholy wish. I hope you will
regain your original health and vigour.

I am amazed at my unbelief. Pardon me for it.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GaNDHI
SR C. P. Ramaswamr Avvar
MADRAS
From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal
117. LETTER TO DHIRU
CALCUTTA,

August 27, 1947
CHI. DHIRU,

I have your letter. I see nothing wrong about your going
to Bombay if Balkoba wants to take you along.

I understand what you say about eczema.

This should be shown to Balkoba.

From a copy of the Gujarati: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

1 Vide p. 92.
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118. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

CALCUTTA,
August 27, 1947

Gandhiji said that the present was his second visit to Motiaburz. The
first was when Maulana Saheb Abul Kalam Azad and he visited them
years ago because there was a fight between Hindu and Muslim workmen.
Fortunately when they reached the scene of trouble, it was almost over but
they got undeserved credit. The present was a happy occasion. The Hindus
and the Muslims had adjusted their differences and had become friends.
He hoped that this was a lasting friendship. He wanted to say a few
words to the workmen in the working men’s locality. He hoped that there
was no distinction between the Hindus and the Muslims in labour.
They were all labourers. If the communal canker entered the labour
ranks, both would weaken labour and therefore, themselves and the country.
Labour was a great leveller of all distinctions. If they realized that truth, he
would like them to go a step further. Labour, because it chose to remain
unintelligent, either became subservient or insolently believed in damaging
capitalists’ goods and machinery or even in killing capitalists. He was
a labourer by conviction and a Bhangi. As such his interests were bound
with those of labour and he wished to tell them that violence would never
save them. They would be killing the goose that laid golden eggs. What
he had been saying for years was that labour was far superior to capital.
Without labour gold, silver and copper were a useless burden. It was labour
which extracted precious ore from the bowels of the earth. He could quite
conceive of labour existing without metal. Labour was priceless, not gold. He
wanted marriage between capital and labour. They could work wonders in
co-operation. But that could happen only when labour was intelligent enough
to co-operate with itself and then offer co-operation with capital on terms of
honourable equality. Capital controlled labour because it knew the art of
combination. Drops in separation could only fade away; drops in co-
operation made the ocean which carried on its broad bosom ocean greyhounds.
Similarly, if all the labourers in any part of the world combined together,
they could not be tempted by higher wages or helplessly allow themselves
to be attracted for a pittance. A true and non-violent combination of labour
would act like a magnet attracting to it all the needed capital. Capitalists
would then exist only as trustees. When that happy day dawned, there

1 Held on the grounds of Clive Jute Mills
89-7 97
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would be no difference between capital and labour. The labour will have
ample food, good and sanitary dwellings, all the necessary education for their
children, ample leisure for self-education and proper medical assistance.

Then he came to the nationalist Muslims who had sent him the
following note:

You have expressed the opinion that the nationalist Muslims should
join the League. Then does it imply that the Congress has now become

a communal organization?

Gandhiji said that he was not guilty of asking them to discard national-
ism or of expecting the Congress to be another Hindu Sabha. He hoped
that the Congress would never commit suicide by being a communal organiza-
tion. When the Congress ceased to represent all who were proud to call
themselves Indians, whether prince or pauper, Hindus, Muslims or any other,
it will have destroyed itself. Therefore, he could not advise a Muslim Con-
gressman to join the League if the condition of joining the League was to
discard or suppress his Congress membership. He would vote for those re-
solutions of the League which were in the nation’s interest and against those
which were contrary to the nation’s interest. He had in mind several
Muslims of staunch faith who were neither in the Congress nor in the League.
He advised the nationalist Muslim friends to join the League if they wanted
to affect the Muslim masses. Real nationalists needed no encouragement
from him or anyone else. Nationalism, like virtue, was its own reward. His
one warning was that they should never think of power or bettering their
worldly prospects by joining the one or the other organization. A nationalist
would ever think of service, never of power or riches. There could be one
President of the Congress or the League. Presidentship came by merit and
strength of service. The League had become what it was, not by his or Con-
gress cajolery. The Qaid-e-Azam was an able President, whom neither
riches nor titles could buy. He was a front-rank barrister and a rich man.
Being the son of a merchant he knew how to multiply his earnings as a
lawyer by wise investments. This acknowledgement did not mean that Gan-
dhiji liked all his ways or that the latter had led the Muslims in the right
way. He had his differences with the Qaid-e-Azam and the League. But
he could not withhold merit where it was due. It was, he hoped, clear to
the nationalist Muslims under what conditions he advised them to join the
League.

Gandhiji then came to the question addressed to him by some members
of the Azad Hind Fauj.!

Harijan, 7-9-1947

1 The meeting came to a close as it started raining. For Gandhiji’s
reply to members of the Indian National Army, vide pp. 104-5.



119. A LETTER

[On or after August 27, 1947]!

I hope you are all right.
I don’t know where I may be tomorrow. The time is
critical.
Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

120. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR
[Before August 28, 194712

CHI. AMRIT,

Your letter.

Ten days for cleaning up a first-class house? What a com-
mentary!

Are you in charge of physical health only or moral also?
The latter seems to be worse than the former. I am waiting,
watching and praying.

Blessings from
Bapu?

From the original: C. W. 3708. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6517

1'The letter is placed among those of August 27 and 29.

2 The date is illegible in the source. The letter was received by the
addressee on August 29.

3 The subscription is in Hindi.
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121. LETTER TO D. B. KALELKAR

CALCUTTA,

August 28, 1947
CHI. KAKA,

I have your letter. I had told Amritlal that so long as the
substance of my draft resolution was preserved he could make
in it any changes he liked. And in the last resort the general
body of the Conference has an unfettered right to alter even
the substance. It would, of course, be a question whether it
could retain me after it has altered the substance. But that will
be considered if and when such an occasion arises.

I might agree that the teaching of two scripts at the same
time can be unscientific, but I regard knowledge of both the
scripts indispensable, so much so that I would not give a certificate
even for the first course in the national language to a candidate
who did not know both the scripts. He would be eligible for
the certificate only when he had learnt the second script, too.

It is not correct to say that because I have not used the
phrase ‘“whereas” in the draft resolution, the language of the
draft is not legal. The word is used in court documents. And
those who draft the resolutions are mostly lawyers, they use
the language of court documents and make the resolutions un-
couth. After all even a resolution is an appeal.

The Conference has a right to make changes under pressure
of new circumstances. I do not, in this case, wish to yield to
such pressure because I think that that will harm the country.
Hence my emphatic advice in the present circumstances is to
cling all the more resolutely to the policy to which we have
adhered till now.

To me, ever since I understood the problem, Hindi and
Hindustani have been two forms of the same language. And
there will be a difference between Urdu and Hindustani as there
is between Hindi and Hindustani.

I would, thus, describe Hindustani as a language midway
between Urdu and Hindi, one which would bring about a con-
fluence of the two. Accordingly, if in course of time only one
script survives in use, Hindustani will have become and will
remain one form of Hindi and Urdu.

100



LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR 101

We need not object if the Governments do not make know-
ledge of the two scripts obligatory but only encourage it. If
we keep our house in order and clean it regularly, we shall
have done our duty.

It will be tantamount to harassing the Urdu-speaking peo-
ple to make the Nagari script compulsory for all. I would,
therefore, earnestly appeal to all the members of the Conference
that they should not only acquire a good knowledge of both
the scripts, but also boldly advocate such a policy in public.
Only then shall we be able to influence the various State Gov-
ernments.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati: G. N. 10990

122. LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR

CALCUTTA,
August 28, 1947

CHI. LILAVATI,

I got your letter. You are being tested quite severely, and
also having sweet experiences of the women there. I keep ex-
tremely busy these days. If Dwarkadas recovers completely, half
your anxiety will be over. Give him my blessings and tell him
that he should get well soon. I hope you are calm. And do go
on with your studies. You will have to pass the final examina-
tion.

Blessings from
Baru

SHR1 LiLAvATI ASAR
Lapies’ HosTEL

G. S. MepicaL COLLEGE
ParerL, BomBAaYy

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 9612. Also C. W. 6584. Cour-
tesy: Lilavati Asar



123. LETTER TO A MAHARAJA
August 28, 1947

MAHARAJA SAHEB,
I have already sent you an acknowledgement of the sum of
Rs. 100,000 sent by you. I find that I have with me Rs. 150,000
earmarked for wuse in Noakhali. I am thus able to carry on
my work for the present. Now I have on hand relief work in
Tripura, Chittagong near Noakhali, Calcutta and Bihar, for which
I have a small sum. It will facilitate my work, if in addition
to it, I can wuse for the relief of both Hindu and Muslim
victims in these parts the sum received from you.
Kindly let me have your reply.
Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./XXIII

124. LETTER TO DHIRENDRA NATH CHATTERJEE

CALCUTTA,
August 28, 1947

CHI. DHIREN!,

I have your letter. Write to me after your examination.
Then I will tell you what to do. There is nothing to be said
now.

It is good that you have passed the third level in Hindu-
stani without much effort and with distinction.

It is sad that you are not keeping well. It has to do a
good deal with your mind. I find that your mind is not stable.
This in turn affects the body.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G. N. 5107

1 Son of Amrita Lal Chatterjee
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125. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING!

CALCUTTA,
August 28, 1947

Gandhiji addressed after prayer the students of Calcutta. He said that
he had done teaching in his own way from his early youth and probably
the very first meeting he addressed after his return to India in 1915 was
that of students. Since then he had addressed numerous student-meetings
throughout his many wanderings in India. He was not new to them nor
were they new to him. But of late he had ceased to address meetings as
he used to do before. He was, therefore, glad that he was able to address
the students. Their Vice-Chancellor was good enough to see him about
the evening’s proceedings. He was nervous about the students’ behaviour to-
wards Shaheed Saheb. He said that he would have only the prayer and
his usual after-prayer speech. It should not have been so. Everywhere there
appeared to be anarchy in the student world. They did not tender obedience
to their teachers and their Vice-Chancellor. On the contrary, they expected
obedience from their teachers. It was a painful exhibition on the part
of those who were to be the future leaders of the nation. They gave an
exhibition of unruliness that evening. He was faced with placards in the
foreign tongue depicting his comrade Shaheed Saheb in unbecoming lan-
guage. He suggested to them that inasmuch as they had insulted Shaheed
Saheb, they had insulted the speaker. Shaheed Saheb could not be insulted
by the language used against him. But the speaker could not take up that
attitude. The students should be, above all, humble and correct. They had
an object lesson in their Vice-Chancellor. The Chief Minister, Shaheed
Saheb and he sat on the platform provided for them but the Vice-Chancellor
sat among the rest of the visitors. His humility reminded him of Krishna
who, when Raja Yudhishthira performed his yajna, chose the menial work
of washing the feet of the guests. Thereby he showed his innate nobility.
The greatest to remain great had to be the lowliest by choice. If he could
speak from his knowledge of Hindu belief, the life of a student was to corres-
pond to the life of a sannyasi up to the time his studies ended. He was to
be under the strictest discipline. He could not marry nor indulge in dissi-
pation. He could not indulge in drinks and the like. His behaviour was to
be a pattern of exemplary self-restraint. Had they lived at all up to the
pattern, they would not have done what they did at the prayer meeting.?

1 Held in the University Science College
2 Gandhiji then invited Nirmal Kumar Bose to translate his speech, but
continued to speak at the request of the audience.
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The evening before he had had a note! from some members of the Azad
Hind Fauj as to his opinion about them. He said that he had come in
close contact with some of the officers of the Fauj. In referring to the
Fauj he felt constrained to refer to Netaji who, he was of opinion, was dead
in the body but lived in the servants of India. He had the pleasure of
coming in touch with Subhas Babu when the latter had just returned from
England with the determination to sacrifice a lucrative career that was open
to him. He preferred selfless service to selfish ambition and placed himself
under the Deshbandhu. Therefore he was able to come in close touch with
the speaker. Though Subhas Babu became a non-violent non-co-operator, he
never saw eye to eye with the speaker in his unadulterated non-violence. His
was a life full of perilous adventure and romance. His daring was unequal-
led. He scraped together an army composed of Indians drawn from all pro-
vinces, belonging to all religions and by his glorious example he had infused
into them the spirit of willing discipline and obedience. It was not a small
thing for his handful of army which his genius had scraped together to offer
battle to the mightiest empire of modern times. Gandhiji was told by the
officers of the Azad Hind Fauj that Subhas Babu had advised the members
of the Army to carry out what he (Gandhiji) might suggest; for the struggle
in India was of his (Gandhiji’s) conception as the struggle outside India
was of Netaji’s. His answer to the question asked was that the members of
the Azad Hind Fauj were not to expect to be absorbed in the current mili-
tary ranks nor to be a separate unit of the army in any of the two parts of
India. He held it to be impracticable at least for some time to come. The
best thing for them was to work as a separate compact body of servants of
India. It would be best for them to hold together on a plot of land, to turn
their swords into ploughshares and grow more food for the hungry millions.
If they did not like the suggestion, they should be absorbed into the civil
life and serve the country. ‘Once a soldier always a soldier’, would be a
dangerous doctrine in free India. He had lived in South Africa for 20 years
where every Boer was a first-class soldier when soldiering was necessary,
otherwise he was a wonderful farmer. Such was General Botha?. Such is
Field Marshal Smuts3. He is a great lawyer, a great farmer, owning a magni-
ficent farm and everyone knew him to be a distinguished soldier. What was
Netaji himself ? Was he less than Field Marshal Smuts? Soldiering was
never his profession. Today when India was shaking with communalism
and fratricidal disturbances, let the members of the Fauj set a noble exam-
ple of what they were under Netaji, who evoked such affection from his

1 Vide p. 98.

2 Louis Botha (1862-1919); Prime Minister of the Union of South Africa,
1910-19

3 Jan Christiaan Smuts (1870-1950); Prime Minister of South Africa,
1919-24, 1938-48
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men that he (the speaker) had known his officers being unable to think of
him without tears. Let them translate that affection into action. That in
spite of all his affection and respect for Netaji, they had differences of opinion
was a matter of no consequence. Such divergence would exist between the
best of friends. Let the students too, whether they believed in violence or
non-violence, understand that strictest discipline was common to both.

Harijan, 7-9-1947

126. LETTER TO AN ASHRAM INMATE

[On or after August 28, 19471

I have your letter. I shall be so glad if your boy? is
cured.

Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. II, p. 379

127. LETTER TO MOHANLAL NAYYAR

[On or after August 28, 1947]

I have your letter.... What does it matter if everything
you possess in Gujrat is lost? In this general conflagration no
one may expect to escape. Sushila3 is in her proper place. She
is under God’s care. Pyarelal* will meet me today or tomorrow.
He is expected.

Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. II, p. 380

1 According to the source this and the following two letters were written
between August 28 and 31.

2 Who was suffering from an incurable disease

3 & 4 Addressee’s sister and brother



128. LETTER TO TARADEVI NAYYAR

[On or after August 28, 1947]

Why do you worry about Sushila!? God is the Lord and
Master of all. Let us not cease to trust in Him. Rajkumari
has brought the news that Sushila is all right. I hope you are
keeping well. Baby? must be delightfully naughty!

Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. 11, p. 380

129. LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA

CALCUTTA,

August 29, 1947
CHI. KISHORELAL,

I got up at 2.30 and sat down to write letters. I get no
time during the day. I have to see visitors.

Your letter is before me. I see from it that our points of
view differ, though both of us have the same end in view. This is
an old difference between us. Don’t you remember our difference
of view regarding the verses in the morning prayers? I read
allegorical meanings in them. ...’ them innocent. You found them
objectionable. I do not know whether it is so even today....*

In saying that God deludes man, I am not disregarding God
or violating Truth, nor am I using ambiguous language. What does
the saying “God confounds those whom He wants to destroy’s
mean? Man babbles and tries in vain to describe, in his imperfect
speech, Him who transcends speech and thought, who is “Not this,
not this””. What else can he do? Till he has risen to the highest
level of preserving unbroken silence or living in complete solitude,
he m<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>