THE

COLLECTED
WORKS

MAHATMA
GANDHI

IX
(1908-1909)



THE
COLLECTED
WORKS

OF
MAHATMA
GANDHI

EEEEEEEEEE




THE

COLLECTED
WORKS

MAHATMA
GANDHI

IX
(1908-1909)



CWMG - IX



)




9 : Qo @ :0) (/ﬁ%
@ Q &
B (B [ D fr
2o @ a:
RESCESGCESGE
Qo @ @
3 () () (D
0\ @ @
o &




XI - DOINMNO



THE COLLECTED WORKS OF
MAHATMA GANDHI

IX
( September 1908 - November 1909 )



XI - DOINMNO






IN LONDON 1909 (PORTRAIT OF GANDHIJI)




THE COLLECTED WORKS OF

MAHATMA GANDHI

IX
( September 1908 - November 1909 )

THE PUBLICATIONS DIVISION
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA



April 1963 ( Vaisakh 1885)

© Navajivan Trust, Ahmedabad, 1963

COPYRIGHT
By Kind Permission of Navajivan Trust, Ahmedabad

PUBLISHED BY THE DIRECTOR, THE PUBLICATIONS DIVISION, DELHI-6
AND PRINTED IN INDIA BY JIVANJI D. DESAI, NAVAJIVAN PRESS,
AHMEDABAD-14



PREFACE

The period covered by this volume, September 1908-November
1909, begins with the intensification of passive resistance in the Trans-
vaal, and ends with Gandhiji’s departure from London after four
months of persistent but unavailing efforts there to solve the Trans-
vaal problem by negotiation. This alternating of struggle with concilia-
tion was of the very essence of Gandhiji’s philosophy of satyagraha as
applied to the solution of political conflicts. Always at the back of his
public activities, there was a definite ethical approach to life, which,
along with his concept of satyagraha, we find crystallizing during this
period.

The mass burning of registration certificates in the second half of
August 1908 had provided a dramatic setting for the resumption of
satyagraha. The Asiatic Registration Amendment Act, gazetted on
September 2, sought to validate voluntary registration, but without
repealing the offensive Act 2 of 1907, which, Gandhiji held, Smuts had
promised to do. Gandhiji saw no alternative to revival of satyagraha
for securing the repeal of the Act and the theoretical right of educated
Indians to enter the Colony. Before he resumed the struggle, however,
further attempts were made to seek redress through other means. On
September 9, the British Indian Association submitted a representation
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. Sections of the Indian
community such as the Pathans, the Punjabis and ex-soldiers did like-
wise. At about the same time, Gandhiji and his co-workers met Hosken
and gave him their minimum terms for a settlement. But all these
moves failed.

Satyagraha had entered on its second phase with Sorabji, an emi-
nent Parsi of Durban, crossing over from Natal to the Transvaal to
assert his right of entry as an educated Indian. Arrests of passive resisters
were this time followed by sentences of hard labour. Gandhiji was
himself imprisoned twice for crossing into the Transvaal and failing
to produce his registration certificate, which, of course, he had consign-
ed to the flames. On October 14, 1908, he was sentenced to two months,
and again, on February 25, 1909, to three months, both times with hard
labour. While in jail, Gandhiji said later, he was ‘“the happiest man in
the Transvaal’’. He preferred life in prison to life outside with its
humiliating denial of elementary rights. Describing his experiences
for readers of Indian Opinion, he referred to the many hardships he had
endured in common with other Indian prisoners. For instance, diet was
inadequate and inappropriate. He protested and petitioned for its re-
form, but he would have no exclusive treatment. ‘“Hard labour’ meant
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at one time road-making; at other times, cleaning municipal water-
works, tending soldiers’ graves or polishing the doors and floor of the
prison. He readily accepted these. Once he was made to walk, from
Johannesburg railway station to the Fort, in convict’s clothes, carrying
his prison kit. On another occasion, he was marched in handcuffs,
felon-like, from Pretoria Gaol to court to tender evidence. He spoke
of these experiences with no bitterness in his heart, but with dignity,
and often, with humour. Their only effect on him had been to deepen
his philosophical serenity. But news of this ill-treatment leaked out
through H. S. L. Polak and created a stir in the South African Press,
leading to questions in the British Parliament. The authorities explained
that Gandhiji could claim no special treatment. Of course, Gandhiji
did not want any discrimination in his favour. During Kasturba’s
serious illness in November 1908, when he should have been, and
himself wished to be, by her bed-side, he refused to obtain release by
paying the fine.

The mass struggle continued in all its aspects: picketing, trading
and hawking without licences, refusal to produce registration certificates
or to give thumb-impressions and crossing the Natal border into for-
bidden Transvaal. A new and significant feature was the fact of Indian
women emerging from their traditional seclusion, setting up associations
to support passive resistance. All this was met with an official policy
of arrests; sentences involving hard labour and fine; and deportation—
first across the border, and later, in collusion with the Portuguese autho-
rities, across Delagoa Bay to India. By June 1909, the number of prison
sentences had risen to 2,500. In the final phase, passive resistance assum-
ed a novel form: several leading Indian merchants surrendered their
stock-in-trade and other assets to their European creditors, rather than
submit to the humiliation of producing registration certificates in order
to obtain trading licences. This led to much hardship and, in some
cases, even to insolvency. But the passive resisters were ready to brave
all consequences in a righteous struggle.

A section of European opinion, led by Hosken’s Committee, sup-
ported a liberal approach to the Indian problem. The Committee made
representations at home and wrote letters in the British Press. Its efforts
proved fruitless in so far as concrete results were concerned. By and
by, however, there was a mild thaw in a section of the South African
Press. In May 1909, when Gandhiji came out of jail, the Pretoria News
pleaded that the Transvaal Government should find better use than
persistent imprisonment with hard labour for a man like Gandhiji who
was suffering for conscience’ sake, and recognized that his motives
were ‘‘of the highest and his methods beyond impeachment”. In
June 1909, a section of the Indian community which had kept aloof
from passive resistance set up a Conciliation Committee. Gandhiji
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looked upon its labours with tolerant scepticism, and was not surprised
when Smuts turned down its demands.

Left to himself, Gandhiji would have preferred to continue satya-
graha, but in consideration of the views of co-workers, he agreed in
June 1909 to make one more ‘experiment’ in negotiation while keeping
in reserve the unfailing weapon of satyagraha. Circumstances, too,
appeared to favour such a move. Final shape was being given to the
proposal to establish a Union of the South African Colonies. Indians
in South Africa viewed this move with misgivings. Gandhiji, too, saw
that Indians might be worse off under the Union and face harsher
legislation unless the Imperial Government was prevailed upon to in-
sist on some constitutional safeguards. South African statesmen were
proceeding to England for discussions on the Draft Union Bill
which would soon be before Parliament. The occasion, it was generally
felt, offered a possible opportunity for an amicable settlement through
the good offices of the Imperial Government. Gandhiji agreed that the
situation justified, if it did not demand, a deputation to England. On
June 13, it was decided to send two deputations, one to England
and the other to India, for educating the public about the significance
of the Transvaal movement and persuading the Imperial Government
to intervene. The Transvaal Government, in a surprise counter-move,
arrested most of the delegates-elect. Gandhiji’s efforts to get them
released on parole failed. Thus, only a two-man deputation—Gandhiji
and Hajee Habib—Ileft for England on June 23, and a one-man depu-
tation—Polak—left for India on June 26.

On the outward voyage, Gandhiji had talks with South African
statesmen like Sir Richard Solomon, Mr. Merriman, Mr. Schreiner
and Mr. Sauer, and won from them varying degrees of sympathy for
the Indian cause. He also occupied himself with drafting a “Concise
Statement of the Transvaal Indian Case”. Reaching London on
July 10, he made it clear in interviews to the Press that the deputation
would be guided by the South Africa British Indian Committee. He
met its chairman, Lord Ampthill, and discussed with him the line of ac-
tion in England. On his advice, Gandhiji held up publication of his
“Concise Statement’” and postponed the idea of public activity till the
outcome of the private negotiations had become clear. Gandhiji had
implicit trust in Lord Ampthill and, as his correspondence with the
latter reveals, readily accepted his advice for the whole strategy of
negotiation.

Once Lord Ampthill had satisfied himself that neither Gandhiji
nor his satyagrahi followers had anything to do with the extremists in
India, he strove hard behind the scenes to bring about a solution of the
Transvaal problem, convinced that a settlement was imperative in Impe-
rial interests and in view of mounting unrest in India. He found
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Gandhiji ready to compromise on smaller issues which involved no
principle. He met Generals Botha and Smuts, who were in England
at the time in connection with the Draft Union Bill. Having secured
from Gandhiji an undertaking that Indians would not resort to further
agitation if the Black Act were repealed and the theoretical equality of
Indians in respect of immigration rights recognized, he pleaded with
Smuts to “take the wind out of their sails’’ by conceding these demands
on the eve of the Union.

The prime mover in the negotiations was, of course, Gandhiji.
While he acted in constant consultation with Lord Ampthill, he also
met Indian leaders like Sir Muncherjee Bhownaggree and Justice Ameer
Ali, influential South African and British statesmen like Sir Richard
Solomon, Sir William Lee-Warner and Theodore Morison, and friends
like Miss Florence Winterbottom and the Rev. F. B. Meyer.

On the official level, Gandhiji concentrated on approaches to Lord
Crewe in the Colonial Office and Lord Morley in the India Office.
The former was frankly pessimistic of a settlement. A Colonial Office
minute of August 18, 1909, considered Indian objections to Act 2 of 1907
“either disingenuous or absurdly sentimental”. There was little
difficulty, however, about the repeal of the Registration Act. But
Gandhiji’s insistence on the recognition of the legal “right” of Indians
to enter the Transvaal as citizens of the Empire, subject, of course, to
administrative limitation in respect of number, was met by Smuts’
obdurate refusal to concede anything more than certificates of perma-
nent residence to a limited number of Indian immigrants. The Colo-
nial Office, on its part, confessed itself constitutionally unable to secure
from the South African statesmen any such recognition. Lord Ampthill
strove in vain to persuade the Colonial Office to bring Smuts round to
accept Gandhiji’s amendment to the immigration law.

On November 3, it became unmistakably clear that the negotia-
tions had failed: the Colonial Office informed Gandhiji of its inability
“to hold out any hopes of obtaining recognition of theoretical equality
as to immigration”. On November 5, launching a campaign of
public education, Gandhiji issued to the British Press the ‘“Statement”
of July 16, held back so long in deference to Lord Ampthill’s wishes.
He addressed meetings at the Emerson Club and Indian Union Society,
explaining the nature of the Transvaal struggle and seeking public
support for it. He drafted a memorandum addressed to Transvaal
Passive Resisters by British sympathisers, and enrolled Indian and
British volunteers to obtain signatures thereon and to collect donations.
In a last letter to the Colonial Office on the subject of the Transvaal
immigration law, he hoped that Lord Crewe’s influence would continue
to work for the removal of the taint of Colour.
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On November 10, Gandhiji told The Daily Express that passive resis-
tance would continue with unabated vigour. The following day he
appealed to the British Press to support the Transvaal struggle. At the
farewell meeting of November 12, he pleaded for a liberal understanding
of the Transvaal movement from British leaders.

All this time he was revolving the concept of satyagraha in his
mind. His writings, speeches and letters are full of it. The term “‘pas-
sive resistance’’, he argued in an address at Germiston, was a misnomer;
the idea could be more completely and better expressed by the term
“soul-force’’, a force ‘“‘as old as the human race”, and represented in
its purest form by Jesus Christ, Daniel and Socrates. This soul-force
did “not consist in outward ritual like temple-going.. .. Cultivation of
truth and fearlessness is the first lesson for it”” (p. 393). Suffering was
implicit in it. “A satyagrahi will shine the brighter and grow the more
courageous the more he is crushed” (p. 447).

The technique of satyagraha Gandhiji held to be a ‘“‘sovereign
remedy for most of the ills of life’” (p. 363). It was “‘the only straight-
forward and simple method of fighting patent injustice, the one that will
ensure the quickest redress”” (p. 447). He believed that passive resis-
tance in South Africa had not altogether failed. In June 1909, he listed
its successes in regard to discriminatory legislation. Even Lord Crewe’s
“striving so hard’” on behalf of the Transvaal Indians was due to ‘“‘their
voluntary submission to suffering’”’. The sympathy which the deputa-
tion had secured in enlightened circles was reflected in the Rev. F. B.
Meyer’s “‘endorsement of a struggle of a singularly pure character and
unselfish methods™ (p. 540).

In spite of his many preoccupations and heavy work-schedule in
London, Gandhiji kept in close touch with Polak in India. His long
letters to him, dictated often in the early hours of the morning follow-
ing a hard day’s work, reveal a clear perception of overall policy, capa-
city for attending to minute detail and concern for the human element
in all matters.

Gandhiji had the clearest grasp of the larger implications of the
Transvaal struggle. India’s tardy realization of the wider significance
of the movement Gandhiji ascribed partly to lack of knowledge of soul-
force. He was convinced that ‘“‘the effort in the Transvaal and the
corresponding activity in India must in their very nature bring India
nearer her goal, and that, by means of the purest type” (p. 463). In
a letter to Polak, he asks Indian leaders: “Will they not see that, in
fighting the battle, we are presenting the Indian Motherland with a
disciplined army of the future; an army that will be able to give a good
account of itself against any amount of brute force that may be matched
against it?”’ (p. 464). The achievement of Indian freedom through
violence Gandhiji held to be both impossible and undesirable. He told



[x]

the extremists through Polak that “the freedom they want, or they think they
want, is not to be obtained by killing people or doing violence’ (p. 380).

The period is significant also for the contact which Gandhiji made
with the Russian thinker, Count Leo Tolstoy, ‘“‘the best and brightest
exponent of the doctrine’” of satyagraha. Writing to him of the
passive resistance movement, Gandhiji observed: “In my opinion, this
struggle of the Indians in the Transvaal is the greatest of modern
times. . . . If it succeeds, it will be not only a triumph of religion, love
and truth over irreligion, hatred and falsehood, but it is highly likely
to serve as an example to the millions in India and to people in other
parts of the world, who may be down-trodden. . .” (p. 529). Tolstoy
wished his “‘dear brothers and co-workers in the Transvaal’’ the help
of Providence and spoke of similar struggles in Russia, ‘“‘of the tender
against the harsh, of meekness and love against pride and violence...”
(p. 483).

Besides Gandhiji’s strategy of negotiations and his deepening rap-
port with fellow-satyagrahis, we also witness, in this volume, the
formulation of his views on modern civilization. He touched on the
subject in his letters to Manilal Gandhi and dispatches to Indian Opinion.
But it was in his letter of October 14 to Polak that he gave categorical
expression to those ‘‘definite conclusions’ to which “the true spirit of
passive resistance’’ had brought him and which were to be elaborated,
soon after, in his seminal work, Hind Swaraj, written during the return
voyage to South Africa.



NOTE TO THE READER

The petitions and representations addressed to various authorities,
communications to the Press, and resolutions adopted at meetings,
which are included in this Volume, are attributed to Gandhiji on
grounds similar to those explained in the Preface to Volume I. Where
there are special reasons for the inclusion of particular items, these
have been set out in footnotes. Gandhiji’s unsigned writings in
Indian Opinion have been identified on the strength of his general testi-
mony in his autobiographical writings, the opinion of his associates,
Chhaganlal Gandhi and H. S. L. Polak, and other available evidence.

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been made
to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical errors have
been corrected and words abbreviated in the text spelt out. Variant
spellings of names have, however, been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Passages quoted from English have been set up in small type and print-
ed with an indent. Reports of speeches and court proceedings in in-
direct speech and passages which are not by Gandhiji have also been
set up in small type.

While translating from the Gujarati, efforts have been made to
achieve fidelity and also readability in English. In translating Gan-
dhiji’s Gujarati renderings, the English original, whenever available,
has been consulted.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand cor-
ner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied within
square brackets, with reasons where necessary. The date given at the
end of an item alongside of the source is that of publication.

References in footnotes to Volume I of this series are to the
August 1958 edition. References to An Autobiography or The Story of My
Experiments with Truth and Satyagraha in South Africa cite only the Part
and Chapter in view of the varying pagination in different editions.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents available
in Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N. refers to those avai-
lable in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya, New Delhi;
C.W. denotes documents secured by the Collected Works of Mahatma
Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the text.
A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered by the Volume
are also provided at the end.
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1. JOHANNESBURG LETTER!

Monday [August 31, 1908]

How 10 WaGE CAMPAIGN?

Things will become clearer to the reader if we answer this question
before reporting the news. Considering all the circumstances, we feel
that the coming struggle may be a bitter and extended one. The
Government will adopt sterner measures. It does not appear probable
that the Indians will make a concerted effort. We have not received
an adequate number of certificates for being burnt. All told, 2,300
certificates have been burnt. The number is not insignificant. But it
is too small if we look forward to an early end of the movement.

We also learn that people have been visiting the Registration Office
to apply for certificates. In Johannesburg 25 Indians went there on
Friday last. The Government will now be justified in concluding that
a large number of Indians will submit to the Act.

There can be no question now of obeying the obnoxious Act?, but
the success of this last phase of the struggle depends on our refusal to
submit to the new law3. The new Bill has not yet become law. It has
not yet received Royal assent. But it is necessary to disobey it even if it
receives it.

We may assume that those who have not handed over their registers
to be burnt will not join the movement, so that it is only on the
2,300 Indians that it must depend. We may take it that some of these
will back out. We can also assume that those who have not got their
certificates will join the movement. We can therefore assume that
2,000 Indians will continue to fight. The Tamil-speaking people alone
make up a fourth of this number. They have been most commend-
able. We need not be depressed by these figures. In fact, 2,000 Indians
can achieve momentous results. But I cannot believe that all the two
thousand of them will turn out to be true fighters. Burning a certi-
ficate really means that the Indian who throws it into the flames does not
care to keep it. He is willing to forgo the benefits which a certificate

1 Literally, the title reads: ‘“News-letter”. These despatches were published
weekly in Indian Opinion as ‘“From Our Johannesburg Representative”. The first
despatch appeared on March 3, 1906; vide Vol. V, pp. 206-7.

2 The Asiatic Law Amendment Act, also known as the Transvaal Asiatic Regis-
tration Act; vide Vol. VII, pp. 20-6, 75-9, 402-8 and Appendix I.

3 The Transvaal Asiatic Registration Amendment Act (1908); for the text, vide
Appendix I.

9-1



2 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

confers. He will not produce his licence or take out one. He will not
respect the Government’s law in any way and will, on the contrary,
do his best to get himself imprisoned.

Now, I know that these 2,000 Indians are not all such brave men.
Some of them have already taken out licences, which they have been
using. They produce them whenever demanded by an official. I think
these men might as well not have burnt their certificates. I consider
it necessary therefore further to reduce the 2,000 by a thousand. Let
us now consider what the remaining thousand can do. The answer
is that they can frighten the Government into doing justice. Their
campaign will ensure the repeal of the obnoxious Act. The doors will
remain open for the well-educated. The rights of those who are already
in the Transvaal but possess no certificates will be preserved, provided
their claims are genuine. But will the one thousand hold out till the
last even after the others have yielded ? T believe they will. Those who
fight to the bitter end are always a few in number. They are not
influenced by what others do. They fight on, staking their all, without
taking thought as to what others do, because they believe their cause to
be just and therefore think it their duty to fight.

These thousand persons will have to be prepared for much suffer-
ing indeed. What does it matter if there is loss of money, if people are
imprisoned or deported, or even if they are assaulted? They may lose
everything, but not their honour. They may be forsaken by everyone,
but will not be forsaken by God.

The annoying practice of auctioning the goods of those who refuse
to pay the fine is becoming common. It was adopted in Pretoria, in
Heidelberg, and also in Vereeniging. If all the storekeepers did with-
out licences, there would have been no difficulty, no need for concern
about the auctioning of goods. But Indians have not yet developed
the strength to face losses as isolated individuals. Admittedly this
strength cannot be acquired all at once. Many Indians hold licences
for the whole year. We have therefore only to consider a few cases.
The best course for these persons is to sell their shops nominally
—but through a proper legal transaction—to whites and carry on trade
in the name of these whites. Mr. Gabriel Isaac is prepared for this.!
The auctioning of goods can be prevented in this manner. It may be
argued that there will then be hardly any fighting left to be done by
Indian traders. They will escape the privations and it will be the poor
hawkers who will be ruined. In order to forestall this charge, those
storekeepers who trade in the name of whites should go out hawking
and thus court imprisonment. Those who hold licences in their own
names should prepare a servant or a relative to go to gaol. It is only

1 That is, to hold the shops in his name
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right that the storekeepers should do this. But it would, however,
be improper for hawkers to argue in this fashion. For it should not be
supposed that a person who goes to gaol is like one dead. On the con-
trary he is very much alive. He should think himself fortunate that he
is in gaol. Indeed, one who cannot go to gaol is an unfortunate person.
Moreover, a storekeeper can help the movement through contributions.
Our object is to tire out the Government. This is to be achieved by
going to gaol, which can be done in two ways. The first is for the
hawkers to get arrested by going on their rounds without a licence.
Since there can be no question of a hawker’s goods being auctioned, he
will only be fined. The second is to court arrest and imprisonment by
refusing to give thumb-impressions or finger-prints or signatures at the
border. No one should go about with a lot of money in his pocket.
One should not even carry jewellery on one’s person. They [the autho-
rities] have started prosecutions against those who refuse to give thumb-
impressions. It is easy therefore to get arrested. Only those who hold
genuine permits may, however, enter the Transvaal now. Holders
of Dutch passes, etc., must not come in for the present. Educated per-
sons may not come in either—not just yet.

If we carry on the fight in this manner, the climax may be
reached in October. The end may come even earlier if we pull with all
our strength. If not, it may come in October. By then, the hawking
licences of many Indians will have expired. We may expect that a
large number of Indians will refuse to apply for the renewal of their
licences. The Government will then have no option but to arrest them.
Those persons whose certificates have been burnt will not get licences
at all. I hope that these Indians accordingly will choose to go without
licences.

NaTaL BUSINESSMEN

Mr. Dawad Mahomed, Mr. Parsee Rustomjee and Mr. Anglia
have been extremely active. They were not arrested in Johannesburg
on Thursday! the 26th [August], so they proceeded to Pretoria by the
12 o’clock train after sending a wire. They were accompanied by
Mr. Randeria. They were in the Anjuman-e-Islam Hall discussing
arrangements for collecting certificates when Superintendent Betts served
a warrant on them and arrested all the four.?2 They were refused bail.
News was received later that a warrant had been issued for their deport-
ation. Mr. Gandhi went to Pretoria by the last train. Through Advocate
Blake the police were served with a notice to the effect that the Govern-
ment had no authority thus to issue a warrant for their deportation.?

I'This should be Wednesday.
2 Vide Vol. VIII, p. 485.
3 For the order of deportation, vide Appendix II.
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The intention in serving this notice was not to take the case to the
Supreme Court, but only to expose the high-handedness of the Govern-
ment. The notice, by the morning however, appeared to have had no
effect. The men were taken to Natal train. Nothing was kept secret.
Anyone who wished to see them was allowed to do so. Many Indians
were present at the station to see them off.

A meeting was held in the Anjuman-e-Islam Hall at midnight when
the question of collecting the certificates was discussed. Mr. Hajee
Cassim said that whether or not the Memons were willing to hand over
their certificates would be announced on Sunday after due consideration.
The others resolved to hand them over immediately.

Mass MEETING

A mass meeting was held in Pretoria on Friday. Mr. Bagas was
in the chair. The meeting was very well attended and great enthusiasm
was evinced. Though a large number of certificates were burnt, I
must say that the number received was not so large as it should have
been. In Pretoria, only 60 certificates were received—this number is
exclusive of those from the Madrasis—and this is not nearly enough.

A report of the meeting will appear elsewhere and so I do not give
it here.

MEETING OF MADRASIS

A separate meeting of Tamil Indians was held on Sunday, to which
Mr. Gandhi was invited. Madrasis have surpassed all expectations.
We find that nearly a fourth of them have been to gaol. They were
extremely enthusiastic and declared that, whatever the others did, they
would carry on the fight. They also resolved to collect funds.

Two KonkanNis RELEASED

Both the Konkani butchers who were gaoled last week have been
released. From their reports it would appear that the gaol warders do
not harass prisoners any longer. They say Mulji Patel and Harilal
Gandhi! are in good health.

ZAVER RANDERI

Mr. Zaver Randeri Soni, who, though his temporary permit has
expired, did not leave the Transvaal, has been awarded a month’s
imprisonment. He deposed that he had intended on the expiry of his
term to leave the Colony and re-enter afterwards as an educated person,
but that, meanwhile, he had been arrested. “This is my good fortune,”
Mr. Randeri said in his evidence.

1 Gandhiji’s eldest son. Vide also Vol. VIII, pp. 405-6, 436 and 442.
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DeprorTATION OF TWELVE MEN

Mr. Shelat, Mr. Joshi, Mr. Killawala, Mr. Medh, Mr. Ibrahim
Hussein and others have been arrested and ordered to be deported.
All of them will re-enter. They do not get any food [in gaol] from
members of the community or friends. They themselves asked to be

given gaol food. They get bread, potatoes, etc. They will be taken
to Volksrust tonight.

EBraniM OsMAN

People here are glad that Mr. Ebrahim Osman has gone to gaol.
He can be regarded as one of the leaders of the Memon community.
His courageous act does that community great credit. He had plainly
refused to give his thumb-impression on the train as also at the Charge
Office. The policeman admitted while giving evidence that he knew
Ebrahim. Mr. Polak gave evidence that it was through him that Ebrahim
had obtained a permit. Ebrahim’s identity therefore was not in question.
The only offence was his refusal to give his thumb-impression. This
is no ordinary tyranny. But I hope that, in view of cases like these,
no Indian will give his thumb-impression till a settlement is reached.

Nabpirsga CaMA

Mr. Nadirsha Cama has been dismissed by the Government.
On reflection, we shall see that this is no common occurrence. Mr. Cama
felt so strongly on the subject that he attended the last mass meeting.
The Government then asked him for an explanation. Since it was a
fact that Mr. Cama had taken part in the proceedings, he was dismissed.
And he has welcomed his dismissal. He acted as he did mainly for
the sake of the campaign for the rights of the educated. Mr. Cama
having been sacrificed in this manner, the educated should feel inspired
tenfold. The community as a whole has been a party to Mr. Cama’s
dismissal, and it cannot therefore back out. Let me congratulate
Mr. Cama. He sets little store by the pittance he was earning by
slaving for the Government. This is an example worthy of emulation.

MEssAGE FRoM NATAL

Mr. Dawad Mahomed and his companions, on reaching Charlestown
after their deportation, sent the following telegram to various towns:
Spent last night in prisoners’ cell Pretoria with full trust in God.
Sooner or later we shall be in gaol-palace in Transvaal thus doing
our duty to motherland in some measure.! Hope every Indian will

1'That is, their intention was to re-enter the Colony in defiance of the deportation
order and thus court imprisonment.
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do his duty at all costs. We send this message to our brethren
before we go to gaol.
We hope every Indian will remember this advice.

MEMORABLE TELEGRAM

When Mr. Dawad Mahomed and other Natal leaders reached

Volksrust, Mr. Osman Ahmed sent them the following telegram:!
Congratulate you all. Trust in God. Pray to Him. Obey Him who saved

Noah from deluge, Moosa from Pharaohs, Abraham from fire, Joseph from

the well, Ayoob from sickness, Enoos inside a whale, and our Prophet when

he was in the cave. He is with us and He is ever just.

This is a very inspiring telegram. I urge Mr. Osman Ahmed himself
to have the same heroic courage which he wants the businessmen to be
infused with. Examples similar to the above will be found in all the
scriptures. This is an age in which we treat the teachings of the scriptures
as mere platitudes which do not have to be acted upon. We only pay
lip service to such examples. We feel God to be so far away from us
that we hardly allow these teachings to influence our conduct. This is
an occasion for Indians to act rather than talk. If all the Indians were to
fight with sincere faith in God, freedom would be won within 24 hours.

PrisoNERs ON FrRoONT

I have not so far been able to give the names of the Madrasis who

went to gaol on August 14 for the sake of their country. I give them
below:
Messrs Kangasami Pillay, Saveri Pillay, R. Packrey Moodaley, Rajoo
Naidoo, Subrayaloo Naidoo, S. Pavaday Naidoo, Muthramoothoo Pather,
M. Nadason, Candasami, Moonsami Naidoo, V. Vurthen, S. Ranga-
sami Naidoo, Venkatsami Appoodoo, Ranga Padiachy, R. Jameson, S.
Vallu Padiachy, S. Moothramoothoo Pillay, V. Govindsami Padiachy,
C. Canda Moodaley, Narasoomulloo, Ranga Padiachy, Nayana Naidoo,
Rama, Nagappan Naidoo.

Most of these persons held licences, yet they went out hawking
without using them.

Some of them were treated cruelly by the gaolers, who worked
them so hard that they had inflammation on their backs. Regardless
of this, they are ready to go to gaol again. Six affidavits in this con-
nection have been forwarded to the Chief Gaoler. Probably the gaolers
will not behave in the same way again. Even if they do, what does it
matter? The more we suffer, the earlier we shall be free.

1 The English text reproduced here is from Indian Opinion, 5-9-1908.
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IN CHRISTIANA

Mr. Ismail Essop Belim was sentenced to a fine of £15 for trading
without a licence or, in default of payment, to a month’s imprisonment.
Mr. Belim chose to go to gaol. As if this was not enough, they have
now arrested Mr. Ibrahim Adamji Limda, his servant. It does not
appear likely that he will be convicted, for it has been ruled by the
Court that a servant cannot be prosecuted on a charge of trading
without a licence.

E. M. PaTeEL

His goods were auctioned in Vereeniging. He was fined £1.7.6,
to recover which they sold goods worth £20, and awarded £6.5.6 to the
messenger! as his expenses. Here is an instance of a crone not worth
a pice whose head it costs two pice to shave.? I congratulate Mr. Patel.
We shall be free only when people everywhere accept such losses. Who
can now assert that General Smuts is not the leader of a band of robbers ?*

Tuesday [September 1, 1908]
ELEVEN MORE FROM NATAL

Further reports have been received about the gentlemen from
Natal. Those eleven persons who were to set out last night were taken
away by Mr. Vernon. They were seen off at the Park Station by a few
persons. Others went to Jeppe. These persons would not accept any
food from outside. They only took gaol food. All of them had left
Charlestown early in the morning and walked to the Charge Office
at Volksrust, where they were arrested. Traders and educated persons
have now joined hands again. All of them have resolved to stay on
in gaol. Even in the matter of food, they eat what is given to them in
gaol. My advice is that they should ask for the gaol uniform also.
It has not yet been decided when they will be tried. The Government
has yet to consider what they should be charged with. True fighters
will not offer bail money, will not ask for food from outside and will
submit to any harassment by the Government. I would also advise my
brethren not to ask for anything to be brought to them surreptitiously.
If they are addicted to smoking, they must give up the habit. Freedom
from such addiction will benefit the body as well as the mind. Even
if we do not take that into account, it is only proper to give up these
addictions for the sake of one’s country.

1 Bailiff

2 A Gujarati saying

3 Gandhiji had described the Court’s attachment of the goods of Vereeniging
Indian traders as ‘‘legalized robbery”; vide Vol. VIII, pp. 438, 447 and 453-4.
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MEeeTING oF HaMmipia Iscamic SocieTy

His Majesty the Sultan [of Turkey] completed 32 years of his reign
on August 31, and on the same day the Al Madina! Hejaz Railway
was inaugurated. The [Hamidia] Islamic Society held a mass meeting
to celebrate the event. A large number of Muslims were present.
Invitations had been sent out to some whites. Among those present
were Mr. Wolfgang, the Turkish Consul, and his friend, Mr. P. F.
Crown, who has served in Turkey and was awarded the Order of
Turkey, Class II. Mr. Kallenbach and Mr. Isaac were also present.
Among the others present were Mr. Godfrey, Mr. Vyas, Mr. Cama,
Mr. Naidoo and Mr. Gandhi.

The proceedings were conducted with the utmost efficiency amidst
great enthusiasm. Six resolutions were passed. A fund for the Hejaz
Railway was started on the spot. Mr. Hajee Habib put his name down
for £10. The barbers collected more than £9 from amongst themselves.
Mr. Nawab Khan paid one pound on the spot, and a cabman paid,
amid applause, his earnings for the day—five shillings. Telegrams
were received from many towns. Everywhere Muslim shops were
closed [for the day]. Among these telegrams Mr. Nagadi’s deserves
mention. It reported that sweets and gifts were distributed among
white and Zulu children. This was an excellent idea; it shows the
nobility of the Indian people, rather, of all Eastern peoples. The action
of Warmbaths Indians in distributing sweets to white children, though
the whites always behave like enemies, is noteworthy and ought to be
emulated. In this town, Osman Ahmed led a procession. There were
children’s sports at which prizes were awarded. In the evening, there
were fireworks. Everyone felt that the Hamidia Society’s hall was rather
small. I hope the Muslims will add more storeys and build a hall so
big and fine that it will be both pleasing and useful.

Wednesday [September 2, 1908]
Gop’s WiLL BE DonE

Mr. Dawad Mahomed and other gentlemen were deported but,
as ordained, they have re-entered. Further, Mr. Dawad Mahomed,
Mr. Parsee Rustomjee and Mr. Anglia have reached Johannesburg
and started work again. Other friends are enjoying the fine air of
the Volksrust gaol, which only means that they need not come to
Johannesburg. They were all to be tried on Tuesday. But the Govern-
ment itself fixed Tuesday next, the 7th, for their trial. Taking advantage
of this opportunity, the three businessmen have come down to Johannes-
burg. Everyone is doing his duty. The businessmen’s presence is needed
in Johannesburg. Others are doing their duty by staying in gaol.

1 The original has “Hamidia”.
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WHAT ABOUT SORABJI?

It is being asked why Sorabji, who was due to return, has not yet
done so. I must point out that he himself is anxious to re-enter. But
his duty consists in staying on in Charlestown for the present. This way
he renders greater service. It is the Association which has restrained him.
There has been no reply from the Government to the Association’s
resolution about him. This is one reason, among others, why he is
not being called back. He will also enter when his time comes. Every-
one cannot have the same duty to perform. Everyone[, however,]
must attend to his or her duty. Sorabji’s duty consists in restraining
his enthusiasm and waiting.

Moosa Essop Abia

Mr. Moosa Essop Adia was fined £1 in Pretoria. While attaching
his goods, the messenger also closed down his store. This is illegal.
He had no authority to do this. The Association has therefore advised
Mr. Adia to reopen the store and serve a notice on the messenger.

DiLpar KuAN

Mr. Dildar Khan who was employed as a servant by a white has
been dismissed for taking part in the movement against the law. Yester-
day, moreover, he had asked for leave to attend the Hejaz Railway
[celebrations]. I congratulate Mr. Dildar Khan on his courage.

COLLECTIONS

Mr. Dawad Mahomed, Mr. Rustomjee and Mr. Anglia have been
active from the moment they arrived. They went round soliciting contri-
butions. I hope to give next week the names of those who have promised
to pay.

[From Gujarati]

Indian Opinion, 5-9-1908

2. IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT’S VIEWS

Among the speeches in the Imperial Parliament reported in our
English section, the one by Colonel Seely, Deputy Secretary of State
for the Colonies, is particularly worth reading. He says that negotiations
are in progress with the Transvaal Government. The speech also
indicates that those who have a right to be in the Colonies should be
accorded equal rights with the whites, and must be accepted as full-
fledged citizens. We can argue from this that, in the interests of those
already in the Colony, educated Indians must be allowed to enter. We
can also see from Colonel Seely’s speech that, if we exert ourselves
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enough, the Imperial Government may help us. The key [to the situation]
is with us. Satyagraha is all that is required of us.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 5-9-1908

3. RITCH’S CONDITION

We continue to receive letters from Mr. Ritch! which make us
very sad. There is much else the community does, but nothing to show
its appreciation [of Ritch’s work]. Few whites or Indians can do what
Mr. Ritch has been doing. He does not care for the salary. It is a
shame to keep such a person always in want.

There was a proposal earlier to send £300 to Mr. Ritch, of which
only £100 have so far been sent. Now, even the money for his household
expenses is not being remitted, let alone the balance of £200. What is
more, it is becoming difficult for him even to meet the office expenses.
In postponing things, as we are inclined to do, we are not being
thoughtful about the difficulties of others. It is impossible for the
Committee to continue its work under these conditions. It is therefore
the duty of every Indian to do the most he can. Those who imagine
that a great struggle like ours can be carried on without money are
mistaken. We hope the community will make the necessary provision
for Mr. Ritch. Else the Committee will collapse before long and we
shall have reason to regret our helplessness afterwards.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 5-9-1908

4. THE G. 0. M.’S BIRTHDAY?

It is again our privilege to join with our brethren throughout India
and the Colonies on the occasion of the birthday of Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji,
the greatest living Indian. Yesterday3 he entered upon his eighty-fourth
year. His life has been a strenuous one, devoted to his people and his
beloved country. Now the aged patriot is living in quiet retirement
in India, enjoying the rest which he has so nobly earned. Indians
in South Africa, and especially those in the Transvaal, may take courage

11, W. Ritch, Secretary, South Africa British Indian Committee, London,
founded in 1906 ‘“‘to secure fair and just treatment to British Indian settlers in South
Africa”; vide Vol. VI, pp. 228-9. Also vide Vol. VII, pp. 277-9, 413-4 and Vol. VIII,
pp- 63 and 106.

2 Vide also the succeeding item.

3 September 4
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for the fight by remembering that Mr. Dadabhai has spent practically
the whole of his life fighting for the rights and freedom of his fellow-
countrymen. Therefore, the greatest honour we in South Africa can
do him is to follow his example, never flinching from the struggle until
we have gained for ourselves, and for the generations to follow, that
complete freedom which is the right of every subject of the King-
Emperor.

Indian Opinion, 5-9-1908

5. DADABHAI’S BIRTHDAY

Yesterday was the birthday of the Grand Old Man of India,
Dadabhai Naoroji. He has entered on his eighty-fourth year. In India,
his birthday is an occasion of public celebrations all over the country
Enthusiastic meetings are held by the public bodies in the country and
messages are sent wishing him a long life. The messages sent to him by
associations in South Africa have been given elsewhere in this issue.
They have done their duty in sending these. We wish him a long life
and pray to our Maker to grant us, and others associated with this
journal, hearts as pure as his. We urge our readers to emulate the
spirit of patriotism of this Dadal—he is indeed a veritable grandfather
—which is the right way of cherishing his name. The Transvaal Indians
must see to it that they honour their pledge as the immortal Dadabhai
has honoured his for our sake. Our present campaign in South Africa
is such that it would not be enough even if hundreds of heroes like
Dadabhai were to come forward to join it. And so long as they do
not come forward, we can make no progress in our political life or in
any other field of activity.

As announced last year,2 we give in this issue a photograph of the
Grand Old Man.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 5-9-1908

1“Dada” in Gujarati means a grandfather.

2 Vide Vol. VII, p. 199.
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Monday [September 7, 1908]
DuncaN’s SPEECH

Mr. Duncan, former Colonial Secretary!, expressed the view in
the course of a speech that in the long run there was no option but to
allow the Coloured races a share in the Government. If this was not
done, both the whites and the Coloured races would suffer. That
such views are expressed by whites who have held high posts points to
the coming of far-reaching changes in South Africa in a few years.

StaLLARD’S VIEws

Mr. Stallard is reputed to be a very able lawyer. Though he has
no particular regard for us, he said that every time General Smuts had
entered into a controversy with the Indian community, he had lost.
And that is, in fact, what has happened. He is bound to lose again
in this last phase of the struggle if we exert ourselves to our utmost.

Buana Rawmjr

Mr. Bhana Ramji was arrested on Saturday for not complying
with the notice to leave the Colony. No one had any news about his
case. He therefore conducted his own defence. He simply refused
to leave the Colony and accepted the sentence of a month’s hard labour
which the Magistrate awarded him. He is now installed in gaol. It
is our good fortune that Indians have learnt to go to gaol with such
ease.

GosHALIA’S TELEGRAM

Mr. Goshalia, who is imprisoned in Volksrust along with other
Indians, has sent a telegram to say that Indian prisoners there have
been going without breakfast, since they find mealie pap disagreeable.
That Mr. Goshalia, as also others, should nonetheless not think of leaving
the gaol but stay on where they are is some indication of their patriotism.
The question of diet is still the subject of correspondence with the Govern-
ment. Those who cannot bear these privations should call to mind
Mr. Tilak’s case.2 How will he spend six years on a plain fare? He
is old. Had he been a European, he would now be occupying a position
of authority. I say this without any ill-will towards the whites. Rather
than perpetrate evil as they have done in order to hold political power,

I Patrick Duncan held this office from 1903 to 1906. For the text of his speech,
vide Appendix III.
2 The reference is to Bal Gangadhar Tilak, vide Vol. VIII, pp. 418-9.
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it is far better that the Indians should make do with a crust of bread.
Anyway, the point is, what we are going through is nothing when
compared to the great Mr. Tilak’s sufferings.

Tuesday [September 8, 1908]
NATAL BUSINESSMEN’S ACTIVITIES

Mr. Dawad Mahomed, Mr. Parsee Rustomjee and Mr. Anglia
have not been idle since their return from Volksrust. They started
collecting contributions in Johannesburg, and raised more than £200.
They went round to all the places and were everywhere given contri-
butions by everyone. They were accompanied by Imam Saheb Abdool
Kadir Bawazeer, Mr. Cachalia, Mr. Vyas, Mr. Cama and others. On
Friday after namaz, they went to Krugersdorp, and Mr. Cama was with
them. Within three hours, they obtained promises of contributions to
the value of £64 and collected another £60 in cash. They returned
from Krugersdorp at night.

On Saturday, they left for Heidelberg by the morning train. There
Mr. Bhayat gave a bold lead by [contributing] £16, with the result
that a sum of £45 was soon raised. They left Heidelberg the same
night by train for Standerton. The party included Mr. Cachalia and
Mr. Bhayat. Mr. Cama also joined them on the same train. Though the
train arrived at Standerton at two in the morning, a large number of
citizens were present to receive them. My referring to Indians as citizens
should not cause surprise. Indians are no longer slaves, but citizens.
We have a right to be treated as partners [in the governance of the
Colony], and have been fighting for that right.! A sum of about £53
was raised in Standerton.

Having done all this, these men had a right to rest before the trial
began. However, they decided to take the plunge in Pretoria. They
left for Pretoria on Sunday by the night train. Having arrived there
they lost no time and started collecting contributions on Monday morning.
They were looked after by Mr. A. M. Suleman. After breakfast, they
went to the city from the Location, and started the collections among
the Memons first. Mr. Hajee Cassim gave £5. Mr. Gandhi went to
Pretoria at 2 p.m. and the work of collection continued till evening.
Mr. Hajee Cassim and others also joined the party.

At four, there was a meeting in the Location with Mr. Bagas in
the chair. His welcome address was followed by a suitable reply from

I Indians were not citizens since they had no right of franchise. Their repre-
sentation, such as it was, in the Transvaal legislature was in the nature of ‘“‘trustee-
ship”. Gandhiji had earlier been at pains to emphasize that the Transvaal Indians
did not want political rights; vide Vol. VI, p. 212. He did, however, demand what he
called civil rights by which he meant the right to property, locomotion and trade;
vide Vol. VI, p. 251.
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the businessmen. There was no time [left] for collections in the
Location. But local Indians have promised to take up the work. More
than £26 were collected in Pretoria.

Considering Pretoria’s resources, this is too small a sum. But the
fact that Memon gentlemen contributed funds and extended their co-
operation shows that to that extent they, too, are with the community
in its opposition to the law. Their help is bound to produce some effect
on the Government as well. It will realize that a mass of water cannot
be cloven asunder by the stroke of a stick, and that Indians are like
a mass of water—they are of the same blood.

The businessmen took the evening train for Durban from the
Location. Imam Saheb, Mr. Coovadia, Mr. Fancy, Jivanji, Mr. Omarji
Sale, Mr. Vyas and others were present to receive them at Germiston,
and to see them off as well. There is a halt of nearly 45 minutes at
Germiston. Advantage was taken of this to entertain them at a party
arranged in the restaurant. The restaurant-keeper was a good man,
and made no trouble. The blinds in the room were lowered so that
others outside might not notice the proceedings. The Volksrust train
started amid shouts of “hurrah”, and the businessmen left to embrace
imprisonment. Is it conceivable that a community, the leaders of
which evince such courage, patriotism and enthusiasm, can ever be
defeated ?

STorRY OF KRUGERSDORP

Among the Krugersdorp Indians there appears to be a trivial rift,
which the authorities intend to exploit. Local newspapers have reported
that Indian traders in Krugersdorp used violence to compel the hawkers
to surrender their certificates. The victims have lodged complaints and
the offending traders will now be prosecuted.

This incident is said to have occurred when the Natal businessmen
visited Krugersdorp before their deportation. The businessmen, when
asked about it, said that no Indian had been harassed or treated
violently. An altercation was all that took place and that—on one
occasion. If that is so, why do Indians show themselves to be so short-
sighted as to become a tool in the hands of the Government to be used
against themselves ? Since the case is without any basis, the Government
will lose.

But such rumours may serve to prolong the sufferings of the Indians
somewhat. Let every Indian imprint it on his mind that this campaign
does not depend on the use of force. There should be neither violence
nor threats of violence. Force may be used neither against the Govern-
ment nor against one’s own fellows.

This campaign is based on spiritual force. Hence it has a divine
sanction. We know that intellectual force is superior to physical force,
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and spiritual force superior to intellectual force. That is the highest
force. We accept this view but do not act upon it. Only to the extent
that we are unaware of the soul can there be misery and suffering for us.

STANDERTON LICENCES

The Licensing Officer asked the Indian traders at Standerton why
they had refused to give their thumb-impressions. In reply, the
Committee has said that

(i) since thumb-impressions are demanded under the obnoxi-
ous Act, the Indians will not give them;

(if) the Act is obnoxious because it offends religious suscepti-
bilities and is a symbol of the Indians’ inferior status;

(iii) even if thumb-impressions were demanded—for licensing
purposes—outside the Act, they would be refused by those who
could sign their names. For, giving one’s thumb-impression when
one can easily sign one’s name will amount to a stigma on oneself
for the colour of one’s skin. There is a difference between a thumb-
impression given in lieu of a signature and that given when the
person can sign his name.

ATt 3 p.M.

We have just received a telegram to say that the three business-
men and Mr. Randeria have been awarded three months’ hard labour
each. The remaining eleven received a sentence of six weeks’ imprison-
ment each with hard labour. I am glad over this report, yet it brings
tears to my eyes. I am glad because the greater the suffering inflicted
on Indians, the happier they will be in the end and the sooner will
come the day of deliverance. I shed tears because they are elderly
Indians who are thus made to suffer.

MORE PRISONERS

Suleman Hassan, a Krugersdorp hawker, has been sentenced to a
fine of 5s or a day’s imprisonment for hawking without a licence. He
has elected to go to gaol.

Mr. Ali Essopji has been arrested for being found in the Colony
without a permit. His case will be heard on the 11th.

In Christiana, Mr. Ibrahim Limda! has been sentenced to a fine
of £15 or six weeks’ imprisonment for carrying on trade [without a
licence], and Mr. Cassim to a fine of £3 or six weeks’ imprisonment
for hawking [without a licence]. Both these brave men have chosen
gaol. They have both been sentenced to simple imprisonment.

1 The original has ‘“Limbado”.
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MEeETING OF BriTisH INDIAN AssociATION COMMITTEE

A special meeting of the Committee was held on Monday. Mr. Essop
Mia being absent, Mr. Coovadia took the chair. Mr. Fancy, Imam
Saheb, Mr. Chettiar, Mr. Naidoo, Mr. Godfrey, Mr. Vyas, Mr. Omarji
Sale, Mr. Adam Moosaji, Mr. Kunake and others were present. It
was resolved to go round soliciting contributions from people and many
names were put down on the list. A resolution was passed that £100
should be remitted to Mr. Ritch. Since Mr. Gandhi has suspended
his practice for the time being, he asked for provision to be made for
the payment of rent for the Association’s office, for permission to defray
Mr. Polak’s expenses and to spend £10 per month, for the duration of
the crisis, to meet the deficit on Indian Opinion resulting from the heavy
increase in the quantity of printed matter. No decision was reached on
Monday on this item and its consideration was postponed.

On receipt of information about the imprisonment of the Natal
businessmen, another meeting of the Committee was held on Tuesday
which was attended by Mr. Essop Mia. Most of those who had attended
the previous meeting were present. It was resolved to hold a mass
meeting on the following Thursday and to close shops and suspend
business on that day out of regard for the Natal leaders. It was also
decided to send cables to England, India, Zanzibar, Aden, etc.

Mr. Essop Mia has announced his intention to resign [from the
chairmanship of the British Indian Association] as he wishes to go on
a pilgrimage to Mecca. He will take the chair at the mass meeting for
the last time—for the present at any rate.

The meeting has resolved to entrust the chairmanship to Mr. Adam
Mahomed Cachalia in succession to Mr. Essop Mia.

There is no time now to speak at length about this. Mr. Essop
Mia’s services to the community have been massive. We owe so much
to his courage. The community cannot honour him enough. It is
hoped that the community will do its duty [by him] before he boards
the ship and leaves on his pilgrimage on the 6th.

The position that has been offered to Cachalia is a very important
one. He has of course done his utmost for the community. He is popular.
Also, he has been to gaol. He is thus very well qualified. He was at
first extremely reluctant to accept the chairmanship, but accepted the
office under great pressure. Mr. Ibrahim Coovadia’s name was also
suggested, but he expressed his preference for Mr. Cachalia, who, he
thought, could serve better.

Mr. Cachalia’s responsibilities are great. It is not an easy thing
to take on the captaincy of a ship in mid-ocean. But Mr. Cachalia is

sure to do full justice to the office he has accepted if he always acts
with faith in God.
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I hope to write at greater length next week of Mr. Essop Mia and
Mr. Cachalia.

VOLUNTEERS

Since Mr. Gandhi has practically suspended his legal practice
and Mr. Mahomed Khan has joined business, Mr. James Dorasamy
has started attending the Association office to do honorary work. I
hope others, too, following Mr. Dorasamy’s example, will come forward
to offer their services and thus help the Association’s work. If the
community is determined to secure the early release of the Natal heroes,
there will be work for as many volunteers as may be forthcoming.

NyLsTROOM

Mr. Moti Ragha Patel of Nylstroom has been sentenced to four
days’ hard labour for hawking without a licence. A summons is about
to be served on Mr. Nagadi.

ARRESTS IN KRUGERSDORP

In Krugersdorp warrants have been issued against Mr. Ismail Kazi,
Mr. Pandor, Mr. Vaja, Mr. Vania, Mr. Khurshedji Desai, Mr. Dadlani,
Mr. Mahomed Mamuji Dadoo and Mr. Parsee Rustomjee on the afore-
mentioned charges.! All of them, except Mr. Rustomjee, have been
released on bail. Since Mr. Rustomjee is already installed in the gaol-
palace, it remains to be seen what happens to him.

Wednesday [September 9, 1908]
SORABJI

He [Mr. Sorabji] entered the Transvaal yesterday (Tuesday) evening.
His case will come up on the 15th. Mr. Sorabji has already left for
Johannesburg in the company of Mr. Cama.

ABpooL GANI

A telegram has been received saying that Mr. Abdool Gani gave
his thumb-impression on his return to Volksrust. If true, that is extre-
mely regrettable.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-9-1908

1 Vide p. 14.



7. PETITION TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR COLONIES!

JOHANNESBURG,
September 9, 1908

TO
Tue RT. HON’BLE THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
LonNponN

THE PETITION OF THE BRITISH INDIAN
ASSOCIATION OF THE TRANSVAAL

HUMBLY SHEWETH THAT

PRELIMINARY

1. The British Indian Association approach His Majesty’s Govern-
ment in connection with the British Indian struggle that has now gone
on for the past two years in the Transvaal, more particularly in
connection with the Asiatic Registration Amendment Act, gazetted in
the Transvaal Gazette, dated the 2nd instant.

2. The Association represent the British Indian community residing
in the Transvaal.

3. As His Majesty’s Government are well aware, the Asiatic Law
Amendment Act passed last year by the Transvaal legislature has caused
much misery to the British Indians in the Transvaal, and has involved
loss of money and the incarceration of over 350 Indians, who have
suffered imprisonment for conscience’ sake.

Hasty LEGISLATION

4. The Act that has now been gazetted was, in the form of a Bill,
read a first time on the 20th August, and it passed all the stages through
both the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council on the 2lIst
August. The Bill was never published in the Gazette and it was only
after it was gazetted as an Act that it was available to the community
represented by the petitioning Association. By the courtesy of a member
of the Legislative Assembly, a few Indians were able to see the Bill
after it had passed through all the stages and the other members of the
community had, up to the 2nd instant, to remain satisfied with a summary
published in the Transvaal Press.

1 This was published in Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908, under the titles “Transvaal
Indians’ Petition: To The Imperial Government: The Full Text”.
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THE Act GENERALLY ACCEPTABLE

5. The petitioning Association are free to admit that the Act
under discussion is a very great advance upon the Asiatic Law Amend-
ment Act No. 2 of 1907, though it is defective, in that it requires proof
of pre-war residence for 3 years from those Asiatics who are in the
Transvaal but who have not yet received registration certificates. Most
of these men have entered the country in bona fide manner, and have
acquired vested rights. There are instances of Asiatics having already
received registration certificates, although their residence in the Trans-
vaal before the war did not go beyond even one year. It is respectfully
contended that the Asiatics who have not yet received registration certi-
ficates but who are in the Transvaal should not be treated according
to the arbitrary and inflexible limit of three years’ pre-war residence,
which is applicable to Asiatics who are still outside the Transvaal.

6. The clause as to the granting of licences will depend for smooth
working only on a liberal administration as to thumb-print requirements.

FINGER-PRINTS

7. In moving the second reading of the Bill, the Colonial Secretary
was pleased to say that finger-impressions or thumb-impressions were
not a matter of objection. In the humble opinion of the petitioning
Association, in making this statement, the Hon’ble Minister was less than
fair to the Indian community; for he knew well that a very violent agi-
tation was raised against finger-prints by many Asiatics, after the com-
promise of last January. Whilst it is true that finger-prints were never
treated as a fundamental objection by the leading members of the Indian
community, they undoubtedly formed, as they even now do, an insuper-
able objection to many Asiatics, especially the Pathans, of whom there
are probably over 150 residing in the Colony. Finger-impressions or
thumb-impressions were given voluntarily under the compromise, only
in order to enable the Government to have a scientific classification, and
to show the bona fides of the community, as also its willingness to help
the Government. This voluntary act has cost the community very dear.
Both the Chairman and the Secretary had to suffer grievous bodily
harm at the hands of their fellow-countrymen,! by reason of the above
help given to the Government. After considerable experience, the
petitioning Association assure His Majesty’s Government that the
compulsory taking of finger-impressions on any large scale from Asiatics
only is bound to give rise to such trouble. Nor are they to any extent
necessary, the majority of British Indians having once given them to
the authorities. In any case, a very great amount of latitude will be

1 Gandhiji was assaulted on February 10, 1908; vide Vol. VIII, pp. 75 and 93-4.
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necessary for the smooth working of that part of the administrative
machinery.

O~ REepeaL oF Act 2 ofF 1907

8. However acceptable the measure may be in comparison with the
Asiatic Act of 1907, as has already been submitted to the local Govern-
ment, the community represented by the petitioning Association is unable
to accept the benefits of the measure until Act 2 of 1907 is removed
from the Statute-book, and the status of educated Asiatics properly and
equitably defined. In the humble opinion of the petitioning Associa-
tion, repeal of the Actis necessary, if only for the honour of the Govern-
ment.

ProMmise oF REPEAL

9. It is respectfully contended that the Hon’ble the Colonial
Secretary had definitely promised repeal on condition that the Asiatic
part of the compromise was carried out by the Asiatic communities.
It is admitted that the Asiatics have more than fulfilled their obligation
under the compromise.

10. But it has been argued that Justice Solomon, in the course
of his judgement! on the application for the return of a voluntary regis-
tration application, stated that promise of repeal was not proved, and
that, therefore, it was not given. The petitioning Association venture
to draw the attention of His Majesty’s Government to the fact that
the question of repeal was not before the Court and the decision did
not turn upon that question at all. It was definitely stated before the
Court that all the evidence in the possession of the applicant with reference
to the repeal was not brought before the Court. Sufficient was stated
on that subject in the affidavits? supporting the application, in order
to provide a moral basis, the applicant intending to show that his desire
to withdraw his application for voluntary registration was not based
on caprice but on what he believed to be a breach of faith by the local
Government.

11. That repeal of the Act was the goal of the signatories to the
letter? addressed to the Colonial Secretary, and dated the 29th January,
can be inferred from the letter itself, [a] portion of which reads as
follows :

Under these circumstances, we would once more respectfully suggest to the

Government that all Asiatics over the age of 16 should be allowed within a certain

limited period, say three months, to register themselves, and that to all who

so register the Act be not applied.

1 Vide Vol. VIII, pp.347-8, footnote 4.
2 ibid., pp. 313-6.
3 ibid., pp. 40-2.
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The original draft placed before the signatories had the expression ‘“‘the
penalties of”’ before the words “the Act”. This was struck out, the idea
being that, if the Act did not apply to all who voluntarily registered,
and if all Asiatics voluntarily registered, there would be no occasion to
retain the Act on the Statute-book, the necessary provision for separat-
ing authorized Asiatic residents from unauthorized residents being taken
over in any legalizing Bill that might be passed.

12. This, however, was not all. The second signatory hereto,
who was also one of the signatories to the letter in question, was sum-
moned to Pretoria, and had an interview with the Hon’ble the Colonial
Secretary and at that interview he was given to understand that, if the
Asiatics honourably fulfilled their obligation, the Act would be repealed.!
This was on the 30th January. On discussion with the Registrar of
Asiatics which took place after the interview with the Colonial Secretary,
the second signatory’s suspicion was aroused as to the Asiatic Act being
repealed. He, therefore, addressed to the Colonial Secretary, on the
Ist February last, a letter showing his suspicion.?

On the 3rd February, upon receipt of a telegraphic message asking
him to wait on the Colonial Secretary, he did so, and, in the presence
of the Registrar of Asiatics, as he has already stated in his affidavit before
the Supreme Court, the Colonial Secretary made the promise of repeal;
and, within the knowledge of the first signatory to this petition, this
promise was brought to the notice of vast audiences of British Indians,
at several meetings just after the interviews hereinbefore referred to.

13. On the 5th day of February last, the Colonial Secretary spoke
as follows at a meeting at Richmond: ‘“He had told them that the law
could not be repealed so long as there was an Asiatic in the country who
had not registered.”” And again, “Until every Indian in the country
had registered, the law would not be repealed.”” The above extract has
been taken from The Star of the 6th February last. The same remark
was also reported in The Transvaal Leader of the same date.

14. On his way to the Registration Office, on the 10th day of
February last, the second signatory hereto was very severely assaulted,
because he was going to give his digit-impressions. For the time being,
registration came practically to a standstill. The Asiatics were fright-
ened; they were suspicious as to the intentions of the Government, and
their suspicions were strengthened by reason of receipts for the few
applications that were made having been given on old forms, which had
reference to the Asiatic Law Amendment Act, No. 2 of 1907. In order
to allay such suspicions, the Registrar declared to several prominent

1 Vide Vol. VIII, pp. 44 and 46-7.
2 ibid., pp. 49-51.
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Asiatics, as also to the Assistant Hon. Secretary! of the British Indian
Association, who is also an Attorney of the Supreme Court of the
Transvaal, that, voluntary registration being completed, the Act would
be repealed. In order further to popularize voluntary registration, the
Registrar of Asiatics was willing to publish a notice in the Gazette that,
Asiatics undergoing voluntary registration, the Act would be repealed.
This notice was brought before the second signatory hereto by the
Registrar, whilst he was still in bed, and, after some amendments, it was
agreed between the Registrar and him that the notice should be published
in the Gazette. In the meanwhile, the verbal assurances given by the
Registrar had their desired effect, and registration was going on smoothly.
The Registrar, therefore, on again visiting the second signatory hereto
inquired whether it was still necessary to publish the notice, and the
second signatory, on learning that registration was going on smoothly,
replied in the negative.

15. On the 22nd day of February, the second signatory hereto
submitted, for the Colonial Secretary’s approval, and with his permis-
sion, a draft Bill?, amending the Immigrants’ Restriction Act and repeal-
ing the Asiatic Act. This letter was duly acknowledged, but there was
no repudiation of the reference to repeal of that Act.

16. Lastly, whilst the Colonial Secretary has stated, in his affi-
davit® before the Supreme Court, that he never promised repeal of the
Act, and whilst the Registrar of Asiatics had supported that affidavit?,
the Colonial Secretary does not, as will appear from his speech on the
second reading of the Bill, seriously repudiate the promise, and, at any
rate, admits having freely discussed with the second signatory hereto
the question of repeal.

17. Several statements made by British Indians, to whom the
assurance as to repeal was given by the Registrar of Asiatics, are
attached hereto.’

18. Moreover, the petitioning Association draw the attention of
His Majesty’s Government to the fact that a repealing Bill was actually
drawn [up] and ordered to be printed for private circulation by the Colo-
nial Secretary, and was shown to the second signatory, and was only
withdrawn, because the second signatory hereto requested that certain
amendments should be made therein, all of which, with some modi-
fications, have now been embodied in the Act under discussion, with the
exception of that affecting the status of educated Asiatics.

1 H. S. L. Polak

2 Vide Vol. VIII, pp. 103-4.
3 & 4ibid., Appendix VII.
5 Vide Appendix IV.
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RETENTION OF AcT UNNECESSARY

19. Apart, however, from the promise made by the Colonial Secre-
tary, the retention of two parallel enactments dealing with the same
matter cannot but lead to harassing and unfortunate results. It has
been stated that the intention of the Government is to treat Act 2 of
1907 as a dead letter. But it is impossible for the community repre-
sented by the petitioning Association to remain in a state of un-
certainty after a prolonged and bitter struggle. The powers given by
the two measures may, in the hands of ignorant, incapable, or preju-
diced officials, be used against British Indians with deadly results.

20. The petitioning Association may be permitted to remark that
the later measure in no way neutralizes the effect of Act 2 of 1907.
Either may, at the option of the Government, be used against the Asiatic
communities. Similarly, it is open to Asiatics to take advantage, if
there be any, of either enactment.

21. For instance, whilst, under the new measure, Turkish
Mahomedans are free from the irksome process of registration, a Turkish
Mahomedan entering the Transvaal may be dealt with under
Act 2 of 1907. One of the main objections, therefore, of the British
Indian community still remains without redress. The remarks made
by the Colonial Secretary that

they (the Asiatics) put the difficulties in this way—that, under Act 2 of 1907,

the definition given of Asiatic in the old Volksraad Act No. 3, 1885, was main-

tained, and in that definition Turkish Mahomedans, subjects of the Turkish

Empire, were excluded from this country. It was urged that that was not a

provision intended to keep Turks out of the country, but was simply casting

a slur and a stigma on the Mahomedan religion, which no white person or the

Government has the slightest intention of doing. The number of Turks here

has always been small, and I am told that there are none now, and in any case

there is no danger of any influx from Turkey to this country. The only kind
of Turkish subjects who do come here are Christians, and they are Syrians and
other Levantines, against whom certain hon. members have strong objection.

But they are Christians, and Mahomedan subjects of the Turkish Empire have

never threatened, and are never likely to threaten, to invade this country. That

objection, which was based on sentimental grounds, and which there was no
difficulty on material grounds in meeting, we have met, and hon. members will
see that the Bill now before the House strikes out that restriction which was
placed against the immigration of a man simply because he was a Mahomedan
subject of the Turkish Empire

are wide of the mark.

22. Again, whilst the Act under discussion frees minors from
personal registration, Act 2 of 1907 can conceivably be used against
such minors, and can give rise to endless trouble.
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23. The offensive liquor clause finds no place in the new mea-
sure, but it is open to an Asiatic to apply for a permit of exemption
under the old Act. It will, perhaps, be said that this is manifestly an
advantage. But, in the humble opinion of the petitioning Association,
the implied insult still disfigures the Statute-book of the Colony.!

24. It would be open to the Government to deal with an un-
registered Asiatic under either Act, and thus subject such an Asiatic
to pinpricks at every turn.

25. The retention of the old Act opens the way for frauds by un-
scrupulous Asiatics. Whilst the new Act provides for application for
registration being made from a place in South Africa outside the
Colony, there is nothing to prevent an Asiatic from entering the
Colony and claiming to remain in it for seven days, under the Act,
and, during that time, merging into the community beyond recognition.

26. Illustrations like the foregoing can be multiplied. But the
above, it is trusted, will sufficiently show how precarious the position
of British Indians will be rendered, if the old enactment be allowed
to remain on the Statute-book of the Colony.

27. Even whilst the new Act is under consideration by His
Majesty’s Government, the local Government have commenced prose-
cutions against those who are covered and protected by it. Thus, a
British Indian? possessing good educational qualifications and, there-
fore, easily recognizable, and moreover, possessing a Peace Preserva-
tion Ordinance permit and a certificate voluntarily taken out under
Lord Milner’s advice,® was arrested, after the passing of the new
measure, and tried under the old Act, for being an unregistered
Asiatic.  The Magistrate, although he expressed surprise, had no
option but to give him notice to quit the Colony within seven days.
Thus, it is possible to denude the Colony of many lawfully resident
Asiatics by prosecuting them under the old Act, although they are
protected by the new Act.

28. Another Indian, well known to the authorities, a merchant
of Piet Retief, holding residential certificates, has just been tried under
the old Act, and sentenced to pay a fine or go to gaol for 14 days
without hard labour, not because he is not entitled to reside in the
Colony, but because he has refused to give his thumb-impression.
During his trial, the principal witness for the Crown admitted that he
knew the merchant to be a resident of the Transvaal, and the solicitor
who had accompanied him when he obtained his permit also gave
evidence to identify him. Mr. Ebrahim Osman (that is the merchant’s

1Vide Vol. VI, p. 118.
2 This was Muljibhai G. Patel; vide Vol. VIII, pp. 421-2.
3 Vide Vol. III, pp. 367-8.
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name), rather than pay a fine which he deemed to be an extortion,
has elected to suffer imprisonment, and is now serving his term at His
Majesty’s gaol at Volksrust.! Mr. Ebrahim Osman can read and write
English and can give a well-formed signature in the Roman character[s].

29. Under the circumstances, the petitioning Association trust
that His Majesty’s Government will secure repeal of the old Act before
sanctioning the new Act.

StaTtus oF EpucaTeEp INDIANS

30. If the old Act were removed from the Statute-book, it
would seem that there would be no hindrance to educated Asiatics
being placed on the same footing as His Majesty’s other subjects, so far
as immigration is concerned.

31. The Immigrants’ Restriction Act 15 of 1907 imposes a general
education test, and, under it, any Asiatic who can pass the education
test is not otherwise prohibited and may enter the Colony. He then
becomes subject to registration under the Asiatic Act, and, if he fails
to comply with it, he becomes an unregistered Asiatic, though not
yet a prohibited immigrant. Thus, Mr. Sorabji Shapurji entered the
Colony under the Immigrants’ Restriction Act. He was allowed to pass
through unchallenged. After seven days’ residence in the Colony, he
was prosecuted for being unregistered under Act 2 of 19072
Mr. Sorabji had applied for voluntary registration. That was refused.
He was not prepared to submit to Act 2 of 1907. He held excellent
testimonials from the Town Clerk of Charlestown and other prominent
officials of that town. The Magistrate at Volksrust had recommended
his application. He is educated up to the seventh standard of the
Surat High School, and has often acted as Interpreter at the Court
at Charlestown. On being tried under the Asiatic Act, he received notice
to quit the Colony.*> This notice he, as a British subject, declined to
comply with. He was thereupon prosecuted, and sentenced to im-
prisonment with hard labour for one month, without the option of a
fine.* Mr. Sorabji served his term, and, on the last day of his imprison-
ment, was secretly deported.

32. The petitioning Association venture respectfully to submit
that such method of dealing with inoffensive British subjects in a
British Colony is without precedent.

33. Mr. Sorabji’s case shows that the Immigrants’ Restriction
Act does not create a colour bar. The above view seems to be borne

1 Vide “‘Johannesburg Letter”, p. 5.
2 Vide Vol. VIII, pp. 345-7.

3 ibid., pp. 354-8.

4ibid., pp. 376-7.
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out by the case of Rex v. Lalloo heard in the Supreme Court of the
Transvaal on the 22nd July last.!

34. It is the Asiatic Act, which is ostensibly only intended to
identify those who could not otherwise be easily identified, that stands
in the way of educated Indians.

35. The petitioning Association respectfully claim that as in the
other Colonies, educated Asiatics should have the right of free entry,
subject only to a general education test applicable to all. It would
be unreasonable and highly insulting and degrading to expect such
Asiatics to undergo processes of identification and carry certificates for
which there can never be the slightest necessity.

36. The petitioning Association invite the attention of His
Majesty’s Government to the fact that foreigners, if they are Europeans,
and the natives of South Africa, provided they pass the education test,
can enter the Transvaal. Educated British Indians are, therefore,
placed lower than either of the two classes above named.

37. It is right that the Malays, who are inhabitants of South
Africa, should be free to enter the Transvaal, but the petitioning Asso-
ciation fail to see why Indians born in South Africa should not be placed
in the same category. There are many Indian youths to whom South
Africa is their only home, and India a foreign land.

38. It has been stated that the keeping of the door open for the
entry of educated Indians would flood the Colony with ‘“half-edu-
cated Indian lads”, who would compete with the general body of the
Europeans in the Colony. The petitioning Association have never
raised any such contention. The severity of the education test will not
be questioned. It is the class and colour distinction in the laws even
with regard to educated Indians that is respectfully resented. Natal
admits very few Indians per year under the education test.

39. What the petitioning Association desire is that educated
Indians of high culture, professional men, men with University
degrees, should be able to enter the Colony as of right. Such men are
naturally required for the wants of the resident community.

40. Further, it has been suggested that relief for educated Indians
is obtainable under Section 16 of the new Act, as it is under the old
Act. But such is not the case. That section contemplates only a tempor-
ary permit and does not enable the holder to follow any independent
calling. That section, the petitioning Association understand, is intended
to provide for the temporary sojourn in the Colony of Asiatics, whether
they are educated or not, and contemplated the giving of facility to
merchants to import, under temporary permits, clerks and other employees
for their wants.

1 Vide Vol. VIII, pp. 396-7.
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41. The relief sought by the petitioning Association is different in
kind. Educated Indians who can pass a test, no matter how severe, should

come under the general immigration law, and should not be subjected
to registration, etc.

42. If the educated Indians who are already in the Colony have
submitted to registration, they have done so only to set an example and
assist the Government, and to free those few who may be allowed to enter
the Colony from galling and needless restrictions on their personal free-
dom.

43. It may be remarked that the immigration of Asiatics was free
before the war. After the conclusion of peace, it was generally controll-
ed under the Peace Preservation Ordinance. The Asiatic Act of 1907
did not regulate immigration of Asiatics but it provided for the registration
of Asiatics already domiciled in the Colony. It was still open to Asiatics
to receive permits the same as Europeans under the Peace Preservation
Ordinance, and, as a matter of fact, several did receive such permits.
Then followed the Immigrants’ Restriction Act!, which replaced the
Peace Preservation Ordinance, and laid down a general education test
for newcomers. Thus, but for the Asiatic Act, there never has been a
legal interruption of the entry of educated Asiatics into the Colony. It
is, therefore, not true, as has been locally stated, that British Indians
are raising any new contention. The question was first raised by the
Hon’ble the Colonial Secretary when, in his repealing Bill, hereinbefore
referred to, he wished so to amend the Immigrants’ Restriction Act as
to prohibit the immigration of all educated Asiatics.

Passtve RESISTANCE

44. The petitioning Association feel aggrieved that His Majesty’s
Government were pleased not to listen to the prayer of the Association
and the Deputation that was sent to London in 1906? and that Act 2
of 1907 was sanctioned.

45. The petitioning Association draw the attention of His Majesty’s
Government to the fact that the Deputation placed before them the
fourth Resolution of the Mass Meeting of British Indians held at the
Empire Theatre in the September of 1906 The resolution runs as
follows :

In the event of the Legislative Council, the local Government, and the Imperial

authorities rejecting the humble prayer of the British Indian community of the

Transvaal in connection with the Draft Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance,

this Mass Meeting of British Indians here assembled solemnly and regretfully

1 For text of the Act, vide Vol. VII, Appendix III.
2 Vide Vol. VI, pp. 113-26.
3 Vide Vol. V, p. 423.
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resolves that, rather than submit to the galling, tyrannous, and un-British

requirements laid down in the above Draft Ordinance, every British Indian

in the Transvaal shall submit himself to imprisonment and shall continue so
to do until it shall please His Most Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor to grant
relief.

46. The Resolution evidently carried very little weight with His
Majesty’s Government. But what has happened since has demonstrated
the earnestness of the meeting.

47. The following passage occurs in a general petition! presented
to the local Government in 1907:

Nothing short of total repeal of the Act can meet the difficult situation that has
arisen. In our humble opinion, the Act is degrading to our self-respect, offensive
to our religions, and in its incidence it is such as can be thought of only in
connection with dangerous criminals. Moreover, the solemn declaration made
by us renders it imperative for us, as honest citizens of the Empire and God-
fearing men, not to submit to the provisions of the Act, irrespective of any
consequences which we may have to suffer, and which we understand to be
imprisonment, banishment, and/or loss or confiscation of our property.

48. In order to secure the object, over 350 Indians have suffered
imprisonment. Several have allowed their goods to be sold. Some
have accepted dismissal from Government or private employ, rather
than stifle the voice of conscience. And almost all have suffered much
pecuniary loss, some having been actually reduced to poverty.

49. The petitioning Association have chosen this method of draw-
ing attention to the grievous wrong suffered by them as being the method
most consistent with their status as British subjects, and with their self-
respect as men.

50. The movement has been described as passive resistance for
want of a better term. But it amounts to respectful protest against
legislation which British Indians resent, and in framing which they had
no voice.

51. It is respectfully submitted that there can be no notion of
resistance, as the word is ordinarily understood, in a body of men
undergoing personal suffering.

52. The petitioning Association have learnt from experience that,
within the British Empire, at any rate, subjects of the King-Emperor
get real redress of grievances only when they show that they are ready
and willing to suffer for the sake of obtaining relief.

53. British Indians have been taught from their childhood that,
in the eye of the law, under the British Constitution, all subjects are
equal. When, however, they dare to claim such equality in the Colony,
they are jeered at or considered impudent.

1 Vide Vol. VII, p. 235.
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54. British Indians have no franchise and, in the present state of
public feeling, they desire none. The only remedy left to them, there-
fore, is to petition the rulers and, as a measure of their earnestness, be
prepared to suffer for their opinions.

55. So far as the petitioning Association have been able to
ascertain the Indian feeling, the determination of the great majority
of them is humbly to continue to suffer and refuse to accept the benefits

under the new Act, until elementary justice requested by the Indians
has been granted.

CONCLUSION

56. In conclusion, the petitioning Association respectfully submit
and pray that, if His Majesty’s Government cannot secure justice for
British Indians residing in the Colony by securing repeal of Act 2 of
1907 and by having the status of educated Indians established, in con-
sonance with the principles of the British Constitution, the terms of the
gracious Proclamation of 1858! may be withdrawn, and they may be
told that, for them, the expression “British subject’ is to bear a meaning
different to what it possesses for Europeans. And for this act, etc., etc.

Essop IsmaiL Mia
CHAIRMAN,

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
M. K. GanpHI
SECRETARY,

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Colonial Office Records: 291/128

8. CABLE TO S. A. B. I. COMMITTEE?

JOHANNESBURG,
September 9, 1908

FIFTEEN DEPORTED BRITISH INDIANS ON RE-ENTERING WERE HEAVILY
SENTENCED. = DAWAD,  RUSTOMJEE, ANGLIA, RANDERIA, THREE
MONTHS HARD LABOUR, ALTERNATIVELY /£50. OTHERS SIX WEEKS
HARD LABOUR OR £25. ALL CLAIM RIGHT TO ENTER TRANSVAAL
AS EITHER PRE-WAR RESIDENTS OR EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS.
PRISONERS INCLUDE THREE SERGEANTS RECENT ZULU CAMPAIGN,
SEVEN  MAHOMEDANS, TWO  PARSEES, SIX HINDUS. PROFOUND

I'The original has “1857”.
2 Copies of this cable and another of the same date from the Gujarat Indian

Association, Kimberley, were forwarded by L. W. Ritch to the Secretary of State
for the Colonies on September 10.
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SENSATION. SINCE RENEWAL OF STRUGGLE 175 IMPRISONED ALL
CLASSES FROM ALL PARTS. SUCH EXTREME SUFFERING ALL ON
ACCOUNT OF RETAINING ON THE STATUTE-BOOK A LAW  WHICH
THE GOVERNMENT DECLARED DEAD LETTER AND PROHIBITION
AGAINST RE-ENTRY OF FEW HIGHLY EDUCATED INDIANS TOTALLY
NEEDLESS AND UN-BRITISH. HOPE THAT LORD AMPTHILL AND
OTHERS WILL DO UTMOST TO SECURE RELIEF. INDIANS SHOULD
NOT BE ALLOWED TO DESPAIR OF SIMPLE JUSTICE.

[M. K. GanpHI]
Colonial Office Records: 291/132

9. INTERVIEW TO “THE STAR”

[JOHANNESBURG, |
September 9, 1908

The sentence of three months’ hard labour passed by the Volksrust Magistrate
yesterday on the Indians who were deported and who re-entered the Colony has,
according to the Indian method of reasoning, considerably helped their cause, and
it is apparent that they hope that such incidents in the campaign will force the Imperial
Government to intervene on their behalf. There was quite a feeling of optimism per-
vading Mr. Gandhi’s office today when a reporter of The Star called on him. The
leader of the passive resistance movement said:

While it is true that we Indians have got what we asked for, it does
not reflect any credit on the Government, which makes it almost im-
perative on the courts to impose such heavy sentences on men who,
after all, are political opponents. I consider this to be a wicked abuse
of power placed in the hands of the Government over an unrepresented
class. I think that these sentences mean the end of the deportation farce,
but if the farce is to be continued, and if I know the temper of my
countrymen correctly, they will certainly continue to re-enter and demand
their rights as British subjects. When I talk of equality of treatment
in the eye of the law the idea is jeered at, but I am in good company,
as Col. Seely himself has advanced the same plea.! To my mind, it is
the only thing that binds the Empire together. Immediately the idea
of legal inequality is introduced, you sap the foundation of the Empire.
By this idea I do not mean that the Colonies should not have the right

1Col. John Edward Bernard Seely, Under Secretary of State for the Colonies,
had spoken in the House of Commons on July 31 to the effect that: (i) if persons
were admitted, they must be given civil rights; (ii) if anyone was admitted under the
British flag, he must be a potential citizen and must, sooner or later, be given equal
rights with all other men; (iii) those we have with us we must treat well, generously
and fairly. Vide India, 7-8-1908.
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to restrict immigration. The late Sir Henry Parke’s remarks cannot
be questioned, but once you admit people into the Colony, they must
enjoy equality of treatment before the law. Otherwise, as Mr. Duncan
has only recently stated, you create a state of slavery, the result being
that the slave-owners, that is the governing class, must in the end be
much worse off than the slaves.! History does not show an instance of
people having become a free nation and yet remaining slave-owners.
If we are not to be treated as slaves, then we want men whose presence
would conduce to our free growth. These men are undoubtedly those
who have culture and education, and it is for an infinitesimal number
of this class that we are pleading for free ingress.

Asked if the principle were conceded, would the Indians be prepared to submit
to a severe education test, Mr. Gandhi said:
If the test in the present Immigrants’ Restriction Law does not admit
of a proper stiff test being laid down, which I deny, it can be amended,
even as it has been in Australia. Under the Immigrants’ Restriction
Act there will then be legal equality, but in administering that Act it
will be open to the officials to alter the severity of the test as circumstances
may require. For instance, in Natal today Europeans are almost passed
unchallenged, while Indians are subjected to a rigorous test. That
administrative difference must continue so long as the prejudice continues.

On it being pointed out that Mr. Gandhi’s statement did not advance the
situation, he replied that he took his stand on Lord Milner’s Kimberley speech?,
Let there be no more pinpricks for the Uitlander,
and, added Mr. Gandhi:
We are now the Uitlanders, strangers in our own home.

The Star, 9-9-1908

10. SPEECH AT MASS MEETING?

[ JOHANNESBURG,
September 10, 1908]

Mr. Gandhi in the course of a brief address referred to a telegram from the
Volksrust Indians in support of the meeting. The information in this telegram was

1 Patrick Duncan, speaking at the Rosebank Branch of the League of Women,
said: “It was a very difficult matter in a country where there was supposed to be
political freedom to have the largest section of the population entirely deprived of
political rights—it was practically a condition of slavery. . . . It was bad for the
superior race just as much as for the inferior.”

2 Vide Vol. IV, p. 381.

3 The meeting attended by several hundred Indians was held under the auspices
of the British Indian Association to express sympathy with the Indian satyagrahis.
Essop Ismail Mia presided.
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that their leaders were breaking stones in the public streets and refusing to eat the raw
meat supplied to them as prison food. He (Mr. Gandhi) considered that what seemed
degrading work was really an honour. (Applause.) The reason for their suffering
made him proud of his countrymen. It was a disgrace, however, that their Govern-
ment should act thus—it reflected no credit on the local or the British or the Indian
Government which found no power to protect the people that had left its borders.
Further, a telegram from Boksburg announced that a pedlar had been sentenced to
six weeks’ hard labour for trading without a licence. Six weeks would be the minimum
sentence in future. Mr. Sorabjee had said that he was willing to suffer twelve months’
hard labour, but it depended on the firm attitude of those who remained outside how
long the time would be for those inside. (Applause.)

Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908

11. RESOLUTIONS AT MASS MEETING!

[ JOHANNESBURG,
September 10, 1908]

[ResoLuTION I11:]2 This Meeting of British Indians places on record
its deep sense of the valuable services rendered by Mr. Essop Mia,
who has held the position of Chairman of the British Indian Associa-
tion at a time of the greatest crisis among British Indians residing in
this Colony, and who has now resigned his position by reason of his
projected pilgrimage to the Holy City of Mecca; and prays to the Al-
mighty that the proposed pilgrimage may be successfully accomplished,
and that he may return to work among and for his countrymen, as
early as possible.

[ResoLuTION 1v:]3 This Meeting endorses the action of the Com-
mittee of the Association in appointing Mr. Ahmed Mahomed Cachalia
to be President of the British Indian Association; and congratulates
Mr. Cachalia on the unique honour conferred upon him and the con-
fidence reposed in his ability to steer the community through the storm
which is raging around it.

Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908

1. Of the five resolutions moved at the Mass Meeting of September 10, resolutions
3 and 4 were seconded by Gandhiji, and were presumably drafted by him. For the
first, second and fifth resolutions, vide Appendix V.

2 This was proposed by M.P. Fancy, seconded by G.P. Vyas, and supported
by Amod Moosajee, A.E. Aswat and Gandhiji.

3 This was proposed by Ebrahim Coovadia, seconded by Imam Abdul Kadir
Bawazeer, and supported by N.V. Shah and Gandhiji.



12. TRIAL OF RANDAREE!

[ JOHANNESBURG,
Before September 12, 1908]

In B Court today before Mr. H.H. Jordan, an Indian named Randaree was
charged with remaining in the Colony after the expiry of his temporary permit to stay,
and after being warned to leave by the authorities.

He pleaded not guilty, and was defended by Mr. Gandhi.

Superintendent J.G. Vernon said that on August 15 he called upon the accused
to produce his authority for remaining in the Transvaal after being warned by the
Registrar of Asiatics to quit. He replied that he had no authority, but had made a
further application to remain. On instructions, witness arrested accused.

James Cody, in the office of the Registrar of Asiatics, Pretoria, said a temporary
permit to reside in the Transvaal was granted by the Registrar of Asiatics on the 10th
March last for three months. Accused applied for an extension on the 9th of June,
and this was refused on the 24th July by letter.

THE MAGISTRATE: You allowed him to stay until then?

wiTNEss: He gave certain reasons for wishing to stay. We investigated these
reasons, and decided that the permit should be refused.

MR. GANDHI: Are you aware that the accused’s father is in
Johannesburg ?

WITNESs: I cannot say for certain.

Randaree went into the box.

[canpHI:] I understand that you intended to leave after the
expiry of your permit and re-enter the Transvaal under the Immi-
gration Restriction Act?

[accuseED:] Yes, but fortunately I happened to be arrested here.

The accused asked leave to make a short statement, but the Magistrate pointed
out that he had a very able solicitor defending him.

[canpH:] It does not matter.

And the accused went back to the prisoner’s box.

The Prosecutor said the position with regard to the accused was as if the Court
had ordered him to leave the Colony within seven days and he had refused to do so.

The Magistrate sentenced the accused to one month’s hard labour.

Indian Opinion, 12-9-1908

1 This is based on a report in Indian Opinion reproduced from The Star.
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13. NATAL MEETINGS

Mass meetings are being held in Natal. Also, resolutions are passed
at these meetings. Petitions will be sent to the Government. This is
all very well. It was necessary to adopt these measures. But Natal
Indians must realize that petitions are useless unless backed by sanc-
tion. This is what one learns from experience everywhere.

And satyagraha is our sanction. For Natal, satyagraha means that
every Indian should make up his mind to carry on trade without a
licence. We know of course that the new Bills! will not go through.
But it is necessary to have the old law?>—the Act of 1897—repealed.
If it is true that the Indian community has grown in strength, it must
petition the Government to the following effect: ‘“We propose to carry
on trade without licences as long as the Act of 1897 does not provide
for appeal [to the Supreme Court], as long as old licences are not
protected and as long as the £3 poll-tax® on indentured labourers is not
repealed.”

This will serve two interests: one’s own as well as those of others.
One’s own because there will be an end to the harassment over licences.
Others’ interests in that the poll-tax on the long-suffering indentured
labourers will disappear, and they will be sincerely grateful. A pledge
by the Indian community that it will not sit back until the hardships
of the indentured labourers are ended, that it will suffer with them, will
have a profound import. If the Indian community takes this pledge
sincerely, it is as good as a kingdom won. It will mean swarajya.

Everyone will see that there is no alternative. But it may be
asked whether concerted action will ever be possible, whether we can
ever hope to win. It will be folly to ask this question. In any
great venture, the number of those that take the lead is invariably
small. At first the Prophet strove aided only by a handful; Jesus had
a very small band of followers to begin with. Hampden* was alone
in refusing to pay the ship-money. It did not even occur to him to con-
sider whether or not others would follow him. The late Mr. Bradlaugh®
awed an entire House of Commons into submission. The Grand Old
Man of India—Dadabhai—was a lone figure fifty years ago. During
the early years, he fought on with inexhaustible energy. Very few

1 The Natal Licensing Bills; vide Vol. VIII, pp. 236-8.

2 Dealers’ Licenses Act, vide Vol. I, pp. 343-5.

3 This was imposed on indentured Indians when they became free men.

4 Gandhiji has often referred to Hampden as a model civil resister; vide Vol.
V, p. 476.

5 Vide Vol. VIII, p. 88, footnote 1.
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joined him in showing up the defects of British rule in India. Today
the people of India enjoy the fruit of his labours. Now others want to
go even farther than he did.!

Natal Indians should call these examples to mind, and not cling
meekly to the illusion that something can be achieved only if all of them
act in unison. Rather, all traders and hawkers who can act with
courage should take the pledge.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-9-1908

14. SMILES OR TEARS?

Mr. Dawad Mahomed, Mr. Parsee Rustomjee and Mr. Anglia—
these three are serving a sentence of three months’ hard labour for the
sake of their motherland. There are also other Indians with them—
all of them educated persons. What does this signify? If this had come
to pass before January last, it would have raised a storm of indignation
in the Indian community. It could just not have happened then. Times
have changed since, and the thing has happened. Even so, the inci-
dent causes a painful wound.

It will make every Indian weep to think of the wives, children and
relatives of these brave ones, or of their sufferings. It will make every
Indian miserable. We send our sympathies to their families.

However, these fifteen heroes have gone to gaol for the country,
for the sake of its honour. They went to gaol with a smile. This should
make every Indian’s face shine with joy. These men, their families as well
as the Indian people, deserve congratulations on this heroism of theirs.

Let us not assume that the matter will end with tears and laughter.
The duty of Indians who remain outside is becoming more difficult.
It lies in our hands to bring about their early release. If people refuse
to take out a licence, or to give a thumb-impression or any other mark
of identification, if everyone remains courageous, they will be released
very shortly, and no wonder. If that is not done, the Indian people
will stand discredited. They will lose face. We hope that they will
follow the example of these brave heroes and prepare for a determined
effort.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-9-1908

1 The reference appears to be to Tilak; vide Vol. VIII, pp. 418-9.



15. SALUTE THE COURT

Sir Henry Bale has made some sharp remarks on saluting. He got
the impression that a certain Indian who entered his court did not
salute him as he came in. He therefore remarked that Indians, who were
known to be a civilized people, should respect the dignity of the court.
He added that Indians should show respect to the court by taking off
their turbans or their shoes or by salaaming on entering the court-room.
Those who failed to do any of these three things would invite punish-
ment. Sir Henry addressed these remarks to all the Indians present
and had them translated for their benefit. Every Indian must heed
this warning. It will be a good practice anywhere to salute the court
on entering it. Many Indians fail to do this through sheer carelessness.
It is our duty to observe correct etiquette.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-9-1908

16. OUR HABIT OF SPEAKING UNTRUTH!

Sir Henry Bale’s remarks in the Indian murder case deserve not
to be brushed aside lightly. He observed that some Indians make
many false statements in support of their plea.? This sometimes spoils
a good case. Thisis often true. It will not be right for one to defend
Indians by asking whether whites do not act similarly in support of
their case. Of course, they do make false statements. But that is no
reason why we should follow suit. Instead of worrying about winning
or losing the case, we should resolve that we would speak nothing
but the truth. The best way is not to have to knock at the doors of
lawyers or courts. Why can we not ensure that civil or criminal cases
involving Indians are not taken to court? All this should be possible
through the satyagraha that we have adopted.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-9-1908

1 Vide also Vol. IV, pp. 392-4.
2 On the subject of tendering false evidence by Indians, vide Vol. VII, p. 11.



17. PETITION TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR COLONIES!

JOHANNESBURG,
September 14, 1908

[THE RicHT HON’BLE THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
LonpoN]

THE PETITION OF THE UNDERSIGNED, REPRESENTING THE PATHANS
AND THE PUNJABIS RESIDENT IN THE TRANSVAAL

HUMBLY SHEWETH THAT

1. The Petitioners respectfully approach His Majesty’s Govern-
ment with reference to the Asiatic Law Amendment Act, and the reply
given to the Petitioners on the 26th day of March, 1908 in connection
with their humble representation, as follows:

I have the honour, by direction, to inform you that the Petition enclosed
in your letter of the 13th January respecting the position of yourself and others
under the Asiatic Registration Act has been received by the Secretary of State
for the Colonies. Lord Elgin has requested His Excellency Lord Selborne to
inform you that he has perused the Petition with attention but that, especially
in view of the recent settlement of the difficulties in connection with registration
under the Act, it does not now appear to him to be necessary to take any action
with regard to it.

2. In the Petition, to which the above reply was sent, the
Petitioners [had] prayed as follows:

His Majesty’s Indian soldiers cannot, consistent with the dignity of a soldier,
degrade themselves by being compelled to register in such a manner, and, should
His Majesty’s Government be unable to obtain just treatment for the King-
Emperor’s Indian soldiers in the Transvaal, then they ask as men and British
Indian soldiers, who are proud to have risked their lives in the cause of the Empire
and have braved the privations of war, to be spared the degradation of imprison-
ment or deportation, and further wish that the King-Emperor will command
that they be shot by Generals Botha and Smuts on one of the battle-fields of
South Africa, where they have been under fire whilst serving their King-Emperor
and the British Empire.

3. As recent events have shown, the settlement to which the reply
has reference has fallen through, and the whole of the Indian commu-
nity is now making representations to His Majesty’s Government for
repeal of the Act, which repeal all Indians were given to understand
was part of the compromise.

1 This was published under the caption ‘“The Soldiers’ Petition” and was pre-
sumably drafted by Gandhiji. Vide also Vol. VII, pp. 385-6.
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4. It was because the whole of the Indian community represented
by your Petitioners distrusted the compromise, and felt greatly agi-
tated as to the uncertainty as to the repeal, and because the principle
of registration by finger-prints was accepted by the leaders of the Indian
community, that some of the members of the section represented by your
Petitioners showed their resentment of the action by resorting to physical
violence. ~ Whilst such method of showing resentment cannot be
approved by your Petitioners, the suspicion entertained by them was
evidently well grounded.

5. The position of your Petitioners is briefly as follows:

(a)  Your Petitioners consider the whole spirit of the Asiatic Law
Amendment Act No. 2 of 1907 to be degrading to anybody
coming under it, much more so for soldiers who have been
privileged to wear His Majesty’s uniform, and who have bled
for their Sovereign.

(b) Your Petitioners are bound by a solemn oath:

(i) not to accept the above-mentioned Act, and to secure
its repeal;

(i) never to give their digit-impressions in connection
with their identification, irrespective of what other
members of the Indian community may choose to do.

6. Your Petitioners, in obedience to the advice given by the
then Commissioner of Police and other high officials, and on being told
that the Act was to be repealed, underwent voluntary registration merely
for the sake of peace. Further than this your Petitioners are unable to
go. They consider that, by showing an unmanly attitude and by
accepting degradation in order that they might be able to live in the
Colony, they would be extremely unsoldier-like.

7. Your Petitioners venture to submit that their uniform and
their discharges should be a sufficient passport in any part of the
British Empire, and should constitute their complete identification.

8. Your Petitioners do not understand legal subtleties and legal
quibbles. They have not studied the Asiatic Act. They are helpless,
except when they are called upon to fight for their Sovereign. They
do not understand English, but what little they have been able to
gather about the Asiatic Act is sufficient to make them condemn the
measure.

9. Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that, in consonance
with the assurance given, the Asiatic Act be repealed, and that they be
not called upon to submit to any degradation in the way of registra-
tion or otherwise. But, should His Majesty’s Government be unable
to secure such relief, they would repeat their prayer that they be shot
by Generals Botha and Smuts on one of the battle-fields of South
Africa, where they have been under fire, whilst serving their King-
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Emperor and the British Empire. And your Petitioners will ever pray,
etc., etc.

Jamapar Nawas KHAN
Nakas GooL
MAHOMED SHAH

Mir Arram KHAN
Noorp ALl

Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908

18. TRIAL OF V. M. BAGAS AND OTHERS

[PRETORIA,
September 15, 1908]

Messrs Vally Mahomed Bagas, Ismail Juma, L. Vallabhdas, and Ismail Essopjee
Adia appeared before Major Dixon at Pretoria, on the 15th instant, charged with a
contravention of the Borough bye-laws in that they traded without a grocer’s licence.
Mr. Weavind prosecuted on behalf of the Municipality of Pretoria, and Messrs Gandhi
and Lichtenstein defended.

Mr. Ismail Juma’s case was first called. Mr. Gandhi took exception to the
summons before pleading, that it disclosed no offence under Ordinance 58 of 1903,
and that the Ordinance did not provide for the framing of a bye-law in regard to a
general grocer’s licence. The Magistrate overruled the objection. The plea was
“not guilty”. Mr. Thomas, the Licensing Officer, gave formal evidence as to the
accused having carried on the business of a grocer. Mr. Gandhi did not call any evidence
on behalf of the defence, stating that he rested his case on the legal objection raised.
The accused was found guilty and fined 5s or three days’ imprisonment with hard
labour. Mr. Ismail Juma elected to go to gaol.

Mr. Vally Mahomed Bagas, who is Chairman of the Pretoria branch of the
British Indian Association, was next tried. Mr. Bagas pleaded ‘“‘not guilty”. After
evidence was given by Mr. Thomas, the Licensing Officer, Mr. Bagas gave evidence
to the effect that he held a general dealer’s licence for the whole year and that he had
even tendered the fee for a grocer’s licence, but it had been refused, as he had declined
to give his thumb-impression. The Magistrate awarded the same penalty. There
were two charges against Mr. Bagas in respect of two stores, the penalty in each case
being the same. He, too, cheerfully went to gaol.

Messrs Ismail Adia and L. Vallabhdas were also similarly tried, punished, and
went to gaol.

A Chinese trader was called, but he did not appear, and, as he was bailed out,
his bail was estreated to the extent of £1.

Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908



19. JOHANNESBURG LETTER!

Essop Mia

Mr. Essop Mia has resigned, and a vote of thanks for his services
was passed at the mass meeting.2 The appreciation of his services will
grow with time. He assumed the captainship of the Indians’ ship at
a critical juncture. It was to help in the implementation of the gaol
resolution® that he accepted the chairmanship. No one then was in a
position to say what the Indian community would do. Much appe-
ared then to depend on the Chairman’s courage. Mr. Essop Mia
evinced the requisite courage for conducting the affairs. He curtailed
his business last year in order to join battle against the Government.
This year he suffered an assault.# He kept himself ever in readiness
for gaol. He took to hawking, with two baskets hanging from his
shoulders like a gold neck-wear or a garland of flowers. It is difficult
adequately to realize how his action aroused the community’s enthu-
siasm. Through his courage, Mr. Essop Mia has enabled the commu-
nity to arrive at a stage where the fulfilment of its pledge has become
certain. What now remains to be done is very important—something
that the Indian community cannot afford to ignore and which calls
for massive resistance.

But one cannot blame Mr. Essop Mia for leaving the ship at this
critical moment. Thrice he put off his plans for a pilgrimage in order
to attend to three great tasks—the mosque, the madrasah and the cam-
paign against the Government. He has now the right to leave. If
other Indian chairmen can do as much as Mr. Essop Mia, the com-
munity’s success is assured.

AuMED MaHOMED CACHALIA

Everyone hopes that Mr. Cachalia will prove Mr. Essop Mia’s
equal. He was not at all disposed to accept the chairmanship. The
office has been thrust upon him, so to say. To me at least it appeared
that everyone was agreed that no one but Mr. Cachalia should succeed
Mr. Essop Mia.

Mr. Cachalia had been to gaol. I still seem to hear his words of
July 31, 1907: “I will go to gaol,”” he had said, “Should they cut my throat
for it, I will still not submit to the obnoxious law.”” He has been as good

I This despatch was begun on September 14 and completed on September 16.
2 Vide “‘Resolutions at Mass Meeting”, p. 32.

3 Of September 1906; vide Vol. V, p. 423.

4 On May 17; vide Vol. VIII, pp. 250, 256, 269 and 314.
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as his word. He has already been to gaol. He has always showed him-
self willing for work. He is extremely popular. He has unhesitatingly
accepted financial ruin for himself. Mr. Cachalia is therefore assum-
ing the chairmanship in propitious circumstances.

But the Indian ship is caught in a storm still at its fiercest. Nearer
the coast, the storm poses a greater danger to the ship than in mid-
ocean. Even if the voyage ahead is only a short one, the task is onerous.
Maybe the sailors are tired. Columbus’s mariners mutinied as he was
about to reach America. But his courage rallied them, and he succeeded
in discovering America. Similar is the case with the Indian ship.
Though we are approaching our destination, the number of reefs
is increasing. It requires a strong captain to steer the ship clear of
these. I believe Mr. Cachalia will prove strong enough.

The chairman ought to be the best member of the community.
For the community will be judged by his worth. Moreover, as chair-
man, he has to lead the satyagraha campaign and he must therefore
remain truthful, repose trust in God and have courage till his dying
moment. He must be prepared to sacrifice money, property and life
in the service of the community and he must be entirely honest, fear-
less, pure, courteous and modest; these are the qualities which the
chairman of the Indian community must have. Then alone can satya-
graha blossom forth into perfect beauty and achieve success that will
evoke the admiration of all the world.

I for one pray to Khuda-Ishwar to endow Mr. Cachalia with all
these virtues, and I advise all Indians to offer the same prayer.

SaAME OLp NEws

There has been news which I could not report earlier owing to
heavy pressure of work. I mention here whatever I have been able to
discover on looking into my papers.

Mr. Ismail Moosa Gin and Mr. Essop Amod of Kanam were fined
in Heidelberg; if the fines were not paid, their goods were to be auc-
tioned. Mr. Gin has paid the fine, Mr. Essop Amod has not. He has
informed the Government that it may sell his goods if it so desires. His
goods have not, however, been auctioned yet.

In Vereeniging, Mr. Ibrahim Ismail’s goods as also those of
Mr. Patel have been auctioned. Here again, a large quantity of goods
was auctioned. Such is the confusion that prevails. At one place
no one bothers much,! and at another goods are auctioned. It all
sounds like the story of the crazy king and the city which he ruled so
capriciously.?

1 About implementing court orders
2 The story goes that in the city of lawlessness, under an unwise king, every-
thing had the same price, there being no discrimination in values.
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KRruGERsSDORP INDIANS

The Krugersdorp affair! is over. The trial took place on Friday.
After the cases of Mr. Kazi and Mr. Pandor, the Public Prosecutor
did not have the courage to proceed with the rest and therefore with-
drew them. The cases of Mr. Kazi and Mr. Pandor took two hours.
After hearing their depositions, the Magistrate remarked that the
charge was without substance and accordingly found them “not guilty’.
Mr. Kazi deposed in English. The cases over, a meeting was held at
Mr. Chhotabhai’s, where Mr. Gandhi explained? the position regarding
the campaign. An understanding has now been reached among all
Indians. Mr. Dadlani entertained Mr. Gandhi at a luncheon. Twenty-
five Indians were invited on the occasion.

KonkaN aAND Kanam

On Thursday, as the mass meeting was drawing to a close, it was
learnt that a skirmish was in progress outside, at which Mr. Polak
rushed to the spot. Mr. Abdool Gani also left with him. They saw a
fight going on with much cudgel-play and pelting of stones. Thanks
to intervention by Mr. Polak, Mr. Gani and others, there were fewer
injuries. Mr. Polak was about to be beaten up in the confusion that
ensued. But two Parsee gentlemen, Mr. Sorabji and Mr. Nogama,
interposed themselves so that they took the blows. Sorabji narrowly
escaped being hurt in the eye, but was severely injured on the forehead.
Two Konkanis were also seriously injured and two Kanamias sus-
tained injuries. Mr. Polak received a slight injury on the wrist. It was
a mere altercation among youth over a trifling matter which led to
all this.

REcoNcILIATION

A meeting of the leaders of the two communities was held at Hajee
Habib’s on Sunday with a view to reconciliation. Mr. Gandhi was
asked to take the chair. Mr. Hajee Habib, the Moulvi Saheb,
Mr. Cachalia, Mr. Abdool Gani, Mr. Bhaijee, Mr. Shahabuddin and
others spoke on the occasion and the leaders of both the communities
signed the following agreement.

DocuMmENT?

We, the leaders of the Konkani and Kanamia communities, express
our regret in writing, with God as witness, at the quarrel that took
place among some young men of the two communities, and tender

1 Vide *Johannesburg Letter”, pp. 14 and 17.

2 No report of this speech is available.

3 This document was signed by 12 persons and witnessed by eight others including
Gandhiji.
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our apologies to, and seek to be forgiven by, one another. We bind

ourselves to restrain the young men of our respective communities

and hold ourselves responsible for them. We suggest that the
young men report the matter to us if any of them is insulted rather
than fight among themselves.

I attach great importance to this document. Since the leaders
know their responsibilities, some good is bound to accrue to someone
in the end. It behoves the young men to see that they do not bicker
among themselves and thus honour their leaders’ pledge. If the
Pathans, Konkanis and Kanamias think themselves to be brave soldiers,
their duty is to defend the Indian community and use their strength for
that purpose. The leaders must remember that this document was signed
with God as witness, so that they bear a heavy responsibility. The young
must always remember not to enter into quarrels. I hope that when a
Kanamia and a Konkani meet next, each will want to be the first to
salute the other. When the meeting was over, Mr. Hajee Habib treated
all of them to tea and biscuits and Mr. Osman Ahmed sang a few
songs about the reconciliation.

Mass MEETING

A detailed report of the mass meeting is available elsewhere, but
I shall only report the Abdool Gani episode! here. It has been proved
that he did give the thumb-impression. He manifested his repentance
by apologizing at the meeting. He said that he had not at all wanted
to give his thumb-impression, but being in a hurry to get away, he had
given it out of sheer nervousness. He promised not to repeat his mis-
take and to remain firm in his resistance while urging others to do
likewise. In view of Mr. Abdool Gani’s action, no one will now have
anything more to say about the matter. I hope he will now take a lead-
ing part in carrying the campaign forward and thus serve the community.

Arr Essop

[He] was tried today. He was charged with being found with-
out a register. Mr. Polak appeared in this case. Mr. Essop has re-
ceived notice to leave the country within seven days.

MuvrjiBEAT PATEL

As Mr. Patel was to be released on Friday, a number of men had
gone to the gaol to receive him. But it soon became known that
Mr. Patel was to be deported. He was taken from Jeppe station,
and brought to Charlestown on Saturday. Many Indians were present
at Germiston to see him. Mr. Patel is doing well and is full of

1 Vide *Johannesburg Letter”, p. 17.
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courage. He will re-enter shortly. He is prepared for further privations
that may be in store for him. The police treated him well.

SORABJI SHAPURJI

Acting with great courage, Mr. Sorabji Shapurji left Johannesburg
today by the morning train for Volksrust to undergo the sentence of
imprisonment. Even at the mass meeting he had declared that he was
prepared for imprisonment, however long it might be. His only regret
was that the Association had not permitted him to court arrest earlier
than the Natal businessmen, though he should have been allowed
to do this as of right. Mr. Cachalia, Mr. Aswat, Mr. Vyas, Mr. Polak,
Mr. Jivanji, Mr. Naidoo, Mr. Gandhi and others were present to see
him off.

Mr. Ebrahim Osman arrived here on Saturday. Mr. Cachalia and
others went to receive him. He will be Mr. Cachalia’s guest.

NATAL BUSINESSMEN AS PRISONERS

Mr. Dawad Mahomed and the other leaders in gaol have surpassed
all expectations. The Government wants to test them to the utmost.
They are made to do hard work. They are brought out on the roads
and made to break stones; they do this with zest. They say in a
message that, until a settlement is reached, they will remain in gaol
and put up with any suffering. I am not at all sorry that they have
been given hard work to do. Itis only when we suffer that we develop
real worth. Itis a soldier’s duty to accept hardships. In any case that
is the only lesson the soldier of satyagraha has to learn. He must con-
stantly remind himself of it. If one is sincerely devoted to one’s cause,
one can enjoy even stone-breaking.

RustoMjEE’s LETTER

After he was sentenced, Mr. Rustomjee sent the following letter :

Four of us have been sentenced today to three months. We
are glad of this. Please ask everyone to have courage. Let no one
have fear. Please declare in the open meeting that, if our bre-
thren want to show their appreciation of our sense of duty, they
should endeavour to raise a large fund.

How 10 EnsurRE EarRLY RELEASE OF [NATAL] BUSINESSMEN

This question is on everyone’s mind. The answer is easy.
(1) No one should utilize the licence [that he may already possess]
to carry on trade.
(2) No one should take out a licence.
(3) Everyone should go to gaol when an opportunity presents itself.
(4) Those Natal Indians who, according to our belief, have the right
[to settle in the Colony] should cross over.
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(5) Incoming Indians should in no case give their thumb-impressions.
(6) One should disregard the auctioning of one’s goods.

QUESTION OF PRESTIGE

I have noticed that some of those who enter the Transvaal to join
the campaign are sensitive about how they are received. This is not the
time to think much of one’s status. Every Indian should put away his
self-importance and come in as a servant of India. There is no time
to arrange elaborate receptions. Those who are busy [with the cause]
have no time to spare. When Sorabji [re-]entered the Colony, he certain-
ly deserved to be shown every regard. But no one had the time for all
that. Gaol-going has now become commonplace among us. If we
are all servants [in the same cause], who is to honour whom? Such
is our predicament today and well may it remain so for ever.

The homage we do to sincere and good men is in fact somewhat
humiliating to the community as a whole—it only goes to show that
there are so few of them that we shower honours on the ones that
we have. Always a higher price is charged for a scarce commodity.
If a time should come when the entire community is composed of good
men, it would certainly be respected by the world at large, though it
might not fete any of them in public. The British go crazy over a
person who is strong. This may mean either of two things: they
are either losing their true strength, or they admire sheer physical
strength.

Duty, then, requires every Indian to be a good, truthful, patient and
patriotic servant of his motherland. If this happens, there will be no
cause for anyone to take offence. It will not even occur to anyone
that he has not been treated with respect. One’s worth consists entirely
in one’s spending one’s days in doing good, content with whatever one

may get at any given moment and whatever it pleases the Creator to
bestow on one.

Tuesday [September 15, 1908]
MISUNDERSTANDING

Mr. Mahomed Khan’s leaving Mr. Gandhi’s office has been con-
strued by some to mean that he has grown tired of honorary public
work. This is not true. Mr. Mahomed Khan did offer his services free,
and he need not have. An opportunity for earning a decent livelihood
came his way, and he left on Mr. Gandhi’s advice.! Mr. Dorasamy’s
offer of free work was accepted, for in any case he was not doing any-
thing else. It is of course necessary for Indians to have an honest means
of livelihood and make some money. Not everyone can give up his job

1 Vide ““Johannesburg Letter”, p. 17.
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and become a volunteer. Mr. Dorasamy has other sources from which
to meet his daily needs, and that is how he is in a position to help the
Association.

CoMMITTEE MEETING

A meeting of the Committee of the British Indian Association
was held on Wednesday the 9th, when, in the absence of Mr. Essop
Mia, Mr. Ibrahim Coovadia took the chair. Mr. Imam Abdool Kadir,
Mr. Fancy, Mr. Karodia, Mr. Omarji, Mr. Latchhiram, Mr. V. G. Maharaj
and others were present. Since Mr. Gandhi has all but closed down his
office and Mr. Polak is engaged wholly in public work, it has been
resolved that the Association should bear his [Polak’s] expenses and pay
the rent for the office from August onwards.! This will, for the time
being, involve a further expenditure of £35 monthly which is exclusive
of the expenditure on the typist, etc. Mr. Gandhi’s own expenses are
paid by Mr. Kallenbach. Mr. Gandhi also stays with him.

AuMED Essor Dawap

Mr. Ahmed Essop Dawad was charged some months ago with
hawking without a licence. He had left the Court [for a while] when
his name was called out, with the result that the Magistrate cancelled
his bail. Mr. Ahmed turned up later. But the Magistrate did not
revise his order about the bail since he had no authority to do so.
A petition was therefore submitted to the Attorney-General. It was
ordered that the bail money be returned, and the case proceeded with.
It was heard on Saturday (the 12th). But Mr. Cross dismissed the case
on the ground that Mr. Ahmed had been hawking without having taken
out a licence, whereas the charge against him was that he had failed
to produce his licence on demand. The charge could not therefore be
sustained. There is nothing remarkable about this case. The only
fact to be noted is that Mr. Ahmed Dawad was anxious to be im-
prisoned. He tried, as we have shown above, to go to gaol, but did
not succeed.

PrETORIA CASES

The municipality has launched prosecutions against Mr. Vally
Mahomed Bagas, Mr. Ismail Adia, Mr. Ismail Juma, Mr. Lalshah
Vallabhdas alias Mangalbhai Patel and a Chinese for trading as grocers
without licences. Their cases? are to be heard today. Mr. Gandhi
has gone to Pretoria in connection with these cases. Many of them
hold a general dealer’s licence valid for the whole year. But the muni-
cipality insists on their taking out the grocer’s licences in addition. Most

1 Discussion on this was postponed at the previous meeting; vide ‘‘Johannesburg
Letter”, p. 16.
2 Vide also the preceding item.
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of them did have these licences for the preceding six-month period,
but they did not renew them as they did not want to give their thumb-
impressions. An objection will be raised in this case to the effect that
the municipality has no right at all to insist on a grocer’s licence; but
it has the right to insist on a licence of a different kind. There is, how-
ever, no provision for this as yet in its bye-laws. If this argument is
correct, the case must fail. Mr. Valli Mahomed has received two sum-
monses as he owns two stores.

Wednesday [September 16, 1908]

The Pretoria Indians’ case was heard in Major Dixon’s Court.
Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Lichtenstein were present [as defence counsel].
The above-mentioned argument was put forward. That set the Magis-
trate thinking, but he eventually ruled that the municipality did have
the right to insist on a grocer’s licence. Mr. Ismail Juma’s case was
then the first to be heard. The objection had softened the Magistrate’s
attitude. Also, the municipal advocate was not very competent. The
Indians were not therefore called in for evidence. As a result, the
Magistrate imposed a fine of 5s, or three days’ hard labour. Mr. Ismail
Juma readily accepted the sentence and went to gaol. Then the Court
took up the two cases against Valli Mahomed. The judgement in these
cases was the same as in the first. Then it was Mr. Adia’s turn, and
he was followed by Mr. Lalshah Vallabhdas alias Mangalbhai Patel.
All of them were awarded the same sentence, and went to gaol smiling.
They were in fact sentenced to only a day’s imprisonment. They went
[to gaol] on Tuesday at 4 p.m., so that that day need not be counted.
They will be in gaol all Wednesday and will be released on Thursday
morning.

Though these persons have welcomed gaol, it is being considered
whether an appeal should not be preferred on the basis of the objection
[raised by the defence counsel]. For something may come out of it. If
it is held that grocer’s licences have to be taken out, people can
avoid taking them out for some time. If that is done, two purposes will
have been served. People will have the advantage of going to gaol,
and at the same time a technical excuse will have been provided by the
law which can be exploited for a time. Mr. Valli Mahomed is the
chairman in Pretoria. Though his term of imprisonment is a negligible
one, a chairman going to gaol is no small matter. I congratulate
Mr. Valli Mahomed and others in Pretoria on this.

The reader must have noted that it is for the second time that
Mr. Ismail Juma has gone to gaol. And it was only recently that
Mr. Adia was fined £1 and his goods were auctioned.

The only regret is that, while these persons went to gaol, there
were other Indians who lost their nerve when the summonses were
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served on them.! They were afraid that their goods might be auctioned
and therefore hastened to take out licences by giving thumb-impressions.
It is said that there were 20 such persons. It is incidents of this kind
that prolong the struggle. If all the Indians were courageous, it would
be possible for us to secure the release of the Natal businessmen within
a few days. When, again, shops were closed in Pretoria [as a mark
of respect] for them, there were a few who did not join. This is tanta-
mount to selfishness and most reprehensible. When persons who are
regarded as the pillars of the Indian community went to gaol, why is
it that some Indians could not close their shops for a day? I must
say that we have a great many things to learn yet.

In Krugersdorp, two Madrasi washermen, Mr. Sangaran and
Mr. Aicut, were arrested for carrying on their occupation without licences.
They were tried, and the Magistrate imposed a fine of £1 each or three
days’ imprisonment. They preferred gaol. No one appeared in their
defence. They went to gaol on their own.

EBranmM OsMAN

[He] has gone to Piet Retief where he owns a store, and expre-
ssed his readiness for arrest.

NATAL PRISONERS’ MESSAGE

Mr. Polak met Mr. Dawad Mahomed and others [in gaol] on
Tuesday. They are all doing well. Since they did not have gaol
uniforms which would fit Mr. Dawad Mahomed and Mr. Rustomjee,
new uniforms are being specially made for them. The rest are
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