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PREFACE

The matter that is proposed to be included in the Supple-
mentary Volumes of the Collected Works falls into two classes :
first, items that became available too late to be included in the
various volumes in the main series to which they properly belong;
and second, items which carry no dates and could not be assign-
ed dates with a degree of accuracy justifying their being in-
cluded under those dates. Most of these latter are now being
published under dates assigned to them on the basis of textual
or circumstantial evidence, with a possibility of error being con-
ceded. A few items, which defied all attempts at chronological
placement, will appear in a separate section in the last Supple-
mentary Volume to come out.

An item included in the present Volume which scholars may
find of special interest is the Diary of the year 1894, when
Gandbhiji, a young man of 25, was striving to find his feet in racist
Natal, already embarked upon a campaign against the Natal
Franchise Law Amendment Bill—a campaign that was to determine
the course of his life for the next twenty-one years.

The rest of the Volume is made up of letters, with a few
telegrams and a speech or two. Of particular interest are those
to the Transvaal authorities: the Lt. Governor, the Colonial
Secretary and others, many dealing with the denial of licences
to certain categories of Indian traders and a few, later on, with
the whole gamut of anti-Indian laws in the Colony.

Then there is quite a volume of correspondence Gandhiji
carried on with the various revenue officials, with the Bombay
Governor, and even with the Viceroy’s office in the context of
the Kheda Satyagraha of 1918. We much regret not having had
this material available in time for inclusion in Vol. XIV, where
it belongs.

Many of the letters to Mathuradas Trikumji found in the
Volume have been already included in the Volumes of the main
series. 'They have been given here again because the versions
carried earlier, from a printed source, were too fragmentary and
did not really do justice to the text.

Altogether, as the title indicates, the items reproduced in the
Volume form supplementary material to be read along with the
items in the main series, to which cross-references are carried in
footnotes wherever possible and necessary.
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NOTE TO THE READER

The letters to various authorities not bearing Gandhiji’s
signature which are included in this Volume are attributed to
Gandhiji, on grounds which have been explained at some length
in the Preface to Volume I of the CWMG.

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however, been
retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up in
small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of spee-
ches, as also passages which are not by Gandhiji have been set
up in small type.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with
the original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-
hand corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is sup-
plied within square brackets, the reasons being given where neces-
sary. The writings are placed under the date of publication,
except where they carry a date-line or where the date of writing
is ascertainable.

In the source-line, the symbol S. N. stands for documents
available in the Sabarmati Ashram Preservation and Memorial
Trust and Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G. N. refers to those avail-
able in the Gandhi National Museum and Library (Rashtriya
Gandhi Sangrahalaya), New Delhi and C. W. denotes documents
secured by the Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi. Among
the abbreviations sometimes to be found, “Lt. G.” and “L.G.”
stand for ‘Lieutenant Governor’.

A note on sources relating to the period covered is given at
the end of the Volume.



ACKENOWLEDGEMENTS

For material in this volume we are indebted to the Navajivan
Trust, the Gujarat Vidyapith Granthalaya, the Sarabhai Founda-
tion and the Sabarmati Ashram Preservation and Memorial Trust
and Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; the Gandhi National Museum and
Library (Rashtriya Gandhi Sangrahalaya), the National Archives
of India, the Marwari Public Library, the Jamia Millia Islamia
Library, the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library and the
Kerala Pavilion, Gandhi Darshan, New Delhi; Pretoria Archives,
Pretoria; the Tolstoy State Museum, Moscow; the Kashi Vidya-
pith, Varanasi; Shri Anand T. Hingorani, Smt. Arati Sen, Shri
Arjun Jairamdas, Shri Awadhanandan, Shri Balachandran, Smt.
Beladevi Nayyar, Shri Bhagwanji P. Pandya, Shri Bhushanlal
Shah, Shri C. Visvanathan, Shri G.D. Birla, Shri M. R. Bob, Smt.
Gangabehn Vaidya, Shri Ghulam Rasool Qureshi, Shri Gunwant
Umiyashankar Mehta, Jhaveri Brothers, Smt. Kusumbehn Desai,
Shri M. S. Kelkar, Smt. Marjorie Sykes, Smt. Mirabehn, Shri
Narayan Jethalal Sampat, Shri Narandas Gandhi, Shri Paul
Hockings, Smt. Premibehn, Shri Pyarelal, Smt. Radhabehn
Chowdhari, Shri Ramdas Chaitanya, Shri Raojibhai M. Patel,
Shri Suryakant C. Patel, Dr. Sushila Nayyar, Shri L. N. Tolstoy,
Shri Valji G. Desai, Shri Yudhvir Singh; the publishers of the
books: Ashram Bhajnono Swadhyaya, Autobiography of a Yogi, Bapujini
Sheetal Chhayaman, Bapuki Prem Prasadi, Bapuna Patro-3: Kusumbehn
Desaine, Bapuna Patro—7: Chhaganlal Foshine, Gandhiji aur Rajasthan,
Gandhi Yuga Ke Sansmarana, Golden Book of Dilip Kumar Roy,
Guyarat Mitra ane Gujarat Darpan, Mahadev Desai’s Early Life,
Manavtana Prahari — Pannalal Fhaveri, Motana Man, Panchven Putrako
Bapuke Ashirvad, Purusharthi Kantiprasad, Romain Rolland and Gandhiji:
Correspondence, Sansmarano, Stripon ane Samajseva; and the following
newspapers and journals: (The) Bombay Chronicle, Golden Fubilee
Issue, Gujarati, (The) Natal Mercury, Samalochak, St. Stephen’s College
Magazine No. 32, (The) Star.



B XN —

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

18

19

20

CONTENTS

PREFACE

NOTE TO THE READER
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

FRAGMENT OF A PETITION (1894)

DIARY (1894)

LETTER TO PHEROZESHAH MEHTA (9-8-1895)
TELEGRAM TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,

(28-2-1903)

TELEGRAM TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,
(5-3-1903)

TELEGRAM TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,
(12-3-1903)

TELEGRAM TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,
(24-3-1903)

TRANSVAAL

TRANSVAAL

TRANSVAAL

TRANSVAAL

LETTER TO COLONIAL SECRETARY, TRANSVAAL (25-3-1903)

TELEGRAM TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,

(28-3-1903)

LETTER TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,
(28-3-1903)

LETTER TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,
(28-3-1903)

LETTER TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,
(2-4-1903)

LETTER TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,
(11-4-1903)

LETTER TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,
(20-4-1903)

LETTER TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,
(27-4-1903)

TELEGRAM TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,
(After April, 1903)

LETTER TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,
(22-6-1903)

LETTER TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,
(26-6-1903)

TELEGRAM TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR,
(29-6-1903)
LETTER TO LT.-GOVERNOR OF TRANSVAAL

TRANSVAAL
TRANSVAAL
TRANSVAAL
TRANSVAAL
TRANSVAAL
TRANSVAAL
TRANSVAAL
TRANSVAAL
TRANSVAAL
TRANSVAAL
TRANSVAAL

(30-6-1903)

vil

viii

15

16

16

17

17
18

19

20

21

22

24

26

27

29

30

31

32
32



21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
29
30
31
32

33

34
35
36
37
38
39
40

41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53

[x]

LETTER TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL
(11-7-1903)

LETTER TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL
(16-7-1903)

LETTER TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL
(22-7-1903)

TELEGRAM TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL
(23-7-1903)

LETTER TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL
(24-7-1903)

TELEGRAM TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL
(18-8-1903)

LETTER TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL
(25-9-1903)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (18-11-1903)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (15-8-1904)

SPEECH AT THEOSOPHICAL LODGE (25-3-1905)

LETTER TO C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR (4-5-1905)

PETITION TO COLONIAL SECRETARY, TRANSVAAL (Before
30-9-1905)

FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (After
2-10-1905)

LETTER TO MOHANLAL KHANDERIA (14-1-1906)

LETTER TO MOHANLAL KHANDERIA (16-1-1906)

LETTER TO MOHANLAL KHANDERIA (18-1-1906)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (Before 9-3-1906)

FRAGMENT OF A LETTER (After 9-3-1906)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (On or after 11-3-1906)

LETTER TO HAJEE ISMAIL HAJEE ABOOBAKER JHAVERI
(28-3-1906)

JOHANNESBURG LETTER (13-4-1906)

NATAL SHOPS ACT (12-5-1906)

A PLEDGE (27-9-1906)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (8-1-1907)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (11-1-1907)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (Before 14-1-1907)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (14-1-1907)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (Before 16-1-1907)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (On or before 23-1-1907)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (On or after 1-2-1907)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (10-2-1907)

LETTER TO P.S. TO GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL (20-2-1907)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (1-3-1907)

33

34

35

36

36

38

38
39
40
40
42

43

44
44
45
45
46
47
48

49
50
51
51
52
52
53
54
55
56
58
59
60
63



54
35
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64

65
66
67

68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94

[xi]

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (After 19-4-1907)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (26-4-1907)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (Before 11-5-1907)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (14-5-1907)

INTERVIEW TO D. A. REES (Before 26-3-1908)

LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI (After 28-7-1908)

SPEECH AT MEETING OF INDIANS (20-8-1908)

CABLE TO LORD AMPTHILL (Before 25-2-1909)

FRAGMENT OF A LETTER (1-12-1909)

EVIDENCE BEFORE ENQUIRY COMMITTEE (17-2-1910)

CROSS-EXAMINATION BEFORE ENQUIRY COMMITTEE
(18-2-1910)

LETTER TO UMIYASHANKER MEHTA (6-4-1910)

LETTER TO T. D. PATHER (25-5-1910)

FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (About
15-11-1910)

LETTER TO V. G. CHERTKOV (26-11-1910)

CABLE TO G. K. GOKHALE (20-10-1911)

LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI (24-10-1911)

CABLE TO G. K. GOKHALE (10-1-1912)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (27-5-1912)

LETTER TO MRINALINI SEN (30-11-1914)

LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (Before 10-2-1915)

LETTER TO SAROJINI NAIDU (23-2-1915)

LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (15-3-1915)

LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (21-3-1915)

LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (29-3-1915)

SPEECH AT ST. STEPHEN’S COLLEGE (13-4-1915)

FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI (27-4-1915)

LETTER TO SAROJINI NAIDU (4-5-1915)

LETTER TO G. B. VEERASWAMY (20-5-1915)

LETTER TO KUNVARJI V. MEHTA (25-5-1915)

LETTER TO G. B. VEERASWAMY (30-5-1915)

LETTER TO P. G. BALASUNDARA SASTRI (1-6-1915)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (5-8-1915)

LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (17-11-1915)

LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (4-12-1915)

LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (7-12-1915)

A TALK (On or after 7-12-1915)

LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (10-12-1915)

LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (12-12-1915)

LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (12-12-1915)

REMARKS AT PRIVATE RECEPTION (2-1-1916)

63
65
66
67
67
76
77
78
78
79

81
82
82

83
83
84
85
85
86
87
88
88
89
90
91
91
93
93
94
94
95
95
96
96
97
98
98
99
100
101
102



[ xii]

95 LETTER TO VALJI G. DESAI (24-1-1916) 102
96 LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (4-2-1916) 103
97 LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (9-2-1916) 104
98 LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (21-2-1916) 104
99 LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (17-3-1916) 105
100 LETTER TO MAGANBHAI H. PATEL (19-3-1916) 105
10l LETTER TO MOHAMMED ALI (14-4-1916) 106
102 LETTER TO DURLABHDAS SHYAMJI DHRUVE (17-9-1916) 107
103 LETTER TO PARAMANAND K. KAPADIA (8-10-1916) 108
104 LETTER TO SAM HIGGINBOTTOM (4-1-1917) 108
105 A FOREWORD (1-2-1917) 109
106 LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (19-4-1917) 111
107 LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (2-5-1917) 112
108 LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (22-5-1917) 113
109 LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (30-5-1917) 114
110 LETTER TO RAOJIBHAI M. PATEL (10-6-1917) 115
111 LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (29-6-1917) 115
112 LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (3-7-1917) 116
113 LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER AND JAMNADAS GANDHI
(25-7-1917) 117
114 LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (12-8-1917) 118
115 LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (28-8-1917) 118
116 LETTER TO BHAGWANJI ANOOPCHAND MEHTA (5-9-1917) 120
117 REMARKS IN VISITORS’ BOOK (28-11-1917) 120
118 LETTER TO KALYAN]JI VITHALBHAI MEHTA (14-12-1917) 121
119 LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (20-12-1917) 121
120 LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (14-1-1918) 122
121 TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (28-1-1918) 123
122 LETTER TO J. CRERAR (5-2-1918) 124
123 LETTER TO F. G. PRATT (7-2-1918) 125
124 LETTER TO F. G. PRATT (12-2-1918) 126
125 LETTER TO F. G. PRATT (15-2-1918) 126
126 LETTER TO F. G. PRATT (16-2-1918) 127
127 LETTER TO J. GRERAR (16-2-1918) 129
128 LETTER TO J. GHOSAL (17-2-1918) 130
129 LETTER TO J. GHOSAL (22-2-1918) 130
130 LETTER TO J. GHOSAL (26-2-1918) 131
131 LETTER TO J. GHOSAL (27-2-1918) 133
132 LETTER TO J. GHOSAL (6-3-1918) 133
133 LETTER TO J. GHOSAL (9-3-1918) 134
134 LETTER TO J. GHOSAL (10-3-1918) 139
135 LETTER TO J. CRERAR (10-3-1918) 140

136 LETTER TO F. G. PRATT (20-3-1918) 141



137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159

161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179

[ xiii ]

LETTER TO STANLEY REED (1-4-1918)
LETTER TO F. G. PRATT (2-4-1918)

LETTER TO J. GHOSAL (2-4-1918)

LETTER TO SIR JAMES DUBOULAY (4-4-1918)
LETTER TO J. GHOSAL (5-4-1918)

LETTER TO F. G. PRATT (6-4-1918)

LETTER TO SIR JAMES DUBOULAY (9-4-1918)

LETTER TO F. G. PRATT (9-4-1918)

LETTER TO J. GHOSAL (9-4-1918)

LETTER TO G. CARMICHAEL (14-4-1918)
LETTER TO F. G. PRATT (15-4-1918)

LETTER TO N. G. CHANDAVARKAR (15-4-1918)
LETTER TO J. GHOSAL (15-4-1918)

LETTER TO G. CARMICHAEL (19-4-1918)
LETTER TO F. G. PRATT (23-4-1918)

LETTER TO J. KER (23-4-1918)
LETTER TO VALJI G. DESAI (On or before 16-5-1918)
LETTER TO VALJI G. DESAI (On or before 24-5-1918)

LETTER TO J. KER (29-5-1918)

LETTER TO J. KER (31-5-1918)

LETTER TO J. L. MAFFEY (1-6-1918)

LETTER TO J. KER (3-6-1918)

LETTER TO J. KER (5-6-1918)

LETTER TO J. KER (8-6-1918)

LETTER TO G. A. NATESAN (Before 13-6-1918)
LETTER TO J. KER (14-6-1918)

LETTER TO J. KER (18-6-1918)

LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (24-6-1918)
LETTER TO J. L. MAFFEY (25-6-1918)

LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (28-7-1918)

LETTER TO ABDUL KADIR BAWAZEER (29-7-1918)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (2-8-1918)
LETTER TO RANCHHODDAS PATWARI (9-9-1918)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (24-9-1918)
LETTER TO BHAGWAN]JI ANOOPCHAND MEHTA (26-9-1918)
LETTER TO HARILAL GANDHI (2-10-1918)

LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI (2-10-1918)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (5-11-1918)
DRAFT TELEGRAM TO H. S. L. POLAK (9-11-1918)
LETTER TO HARILAL (23-11-1918)

LETTER TO HARILAL (20-1-1919)

TALK WITH CHANDRASHANKAR PANDYA (2-2-1919)
LETTER TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH (5-2-1919)

142
142
143
143
144
145
146
147
148
148
149
150
151
151
152
152
153
153
154
155
156
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
165
166
167
167
169
170
170
171
172
172
173
174
175
175



180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222

[ xiv]

FRAGMENT OF A LETTER (6-2-1919)

LETTER TO BHIMJIBHAI NARANJI NAYAK (7-2-1919)
LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (11-2-1919)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (11-2-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (12-2-1919)
TELEGRAM TO VICEROY (After 24-2-1919)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (25-2-1919)
TELEGRAM TO C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR (12-3-1919)
TELEGRAM TO C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR (15-3-1919)
LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (8-5-1919)
TELEGRAM TO J. L. MAFFEY (10-5-1919)

LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI (Before 7-6-1919)

LETTER TO N. P. COWIE (22-6-1919)

LETTER TO C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR (25-6-1919)
LETTER TO N. P. COWIE (29-6-1919)

LETTER TO R. B. EWBANK (After 12-7-1919)
LETTER TO S. R. HIGNELL (21-7-1919)

LETTER TO S. R. HIGNELL (22-7-1919)

LETTER TO S. R. HIGNELL (27-7-1919)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (1-9-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (3-9-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (10-9-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (14-9-1919)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (16-9-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (16-9-1919)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (17-9-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (Before 21-9-1919)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (22-9-1919)
SPEECH AT BHAGINI SAMAJ (2-10-1919)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (3-10-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (3-10-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (Before 8-10-1919)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (21-10-1919)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (21-10-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (23-10-1919)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (25-10-1919)
LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (27-10-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (28-10-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (28-10-1919)
LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (31-10-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (On or after 31-10-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (1-11-1919)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (On or after 7-11-1919)

177
177
178
179
179
180
180
181
182
182
183
183
184
185
186
186
187
187
189
190
191
191
192
193
194
194
195
195
196
198
199
200
201
201
202
202
203
203
204
205
205
206
207



223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251

252
253
254
255
256
257
258
259
260
261
262
263
264

[xv]

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (6-12-1919)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUM]JI (On or before 22-12-1919)

RESOLUTION FOR CONGRESS (30-12-1919)

TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (14-1-1920)

LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (On or before 31-1-1920)
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LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (14-8-1920)

SPEECH AT LABOUR UNION MEETING, MADRAS (21/22-8-1920)

TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (26-8-1920)

LETTER TO RENUKA MUKERJEE (After 9-9-1920)

A FOREWORD (About 15-9-1920)

TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (17-9-1920)

LETTER TO V. H. TEMBE (20-9-1920)

LETTER TO N. C. KELKAR (21-9-1920)

LETTER TO K. G. KRISHNAMURTI (28-9-1920)

LETTER TO MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA (22-10-1920)

NOTE ON BOYCOTTING GOVERNMENT EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS (About 14-12-1920)

LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (December, 1920)

LETTER TO BHAGWANDAS (5-1-1921)

TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (8-1-1921)

LETTER TO SHAVAKSHA BOMANJI (Before 28-1-1921)

LETTER TO ROY (Before 4-2-1921)

TELEGRAM TO KHWAJA ABDUL MAJID (8-2-1921)

LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (28-2-1921)

SPEECH AT SADHAKA ASHRAM, ANDHERI (15-3-1921)

LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (19-3-1921)

LETTER TO KANAIYALAL VAKIL (29-3-1921)

LETTER TO JAMNALAL BAJAJ (2-4-1921)

LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (23-4-1921)

LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (24-4-1921)
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LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (2-5-1921)

LETTER TO S. SATYAMURTI (16-5-1921)

A CIRCULAR LETTER (20-5-1921)

TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (27-5-1921)
LETTER TO KUNVER]JI ANANDJI KAPADIA (Before 30-6-1921)
TELEGRAM TO KHWAJA ABDUL MAJID (21-7-1921)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (7-8-1921)
LETTER TO BENNET (8-8-1921)

TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (13-8-1921)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (15-8-1921)
LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI (After 18-8-1921)
LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (24-8-1921)
LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (24-8-1921)
LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (17-9-1921)
LETTER TO MANAGER, EASTERN BANK (19-9-1921)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (19-9-1921)
LETTER TO K. P. KESHAVA MENON (27-9-1921)
LETTER TO K. P. KESHAVA MENON (19-10-1921)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (27-10-1921)
LETTER TO DR. M. S. KELKAR (After 29-10-1921)
NOTE TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (21-11-1921)
LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (7-12-1921)
LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (8-12-1921)
LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU (On or before 9-12-1921)
TELEGRAM TO C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR (9-12-1921)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (10-12-1921)
LETTER TO C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR (11-12-1921)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (15-12-1921)
TELEGRAM TO BEGUM KHURSHED ABDUL MAJID (16-12-1921)
LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (18-12-1921)
LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (19-12-1921)
LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (20-12-1921)
LETTER TO N. S. HARDIKAR (Before 22-12-1921)
LETTER TO PADMAJA NAIDU (26-12-1921)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (4-1-1922)
LETTER TO HARIBHAI DESAI (After 5-1-1922)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (20-1-1922)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (22-1-1922)
LETTER TO C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR (25-1-1922)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (4-2-1922)
LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (13-2-1922)
LETTER TO S. A. BRELVI (6-3-1922)

LETTER TO REVASHANKER JHAVERI (13-3-1922)
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LETTER TO BABA LAKSHMANDAS (After 21-3-1922)
A NOTE (Before 24-8-1923)
MESSAGE TO ROMAIN ROLLAND (28-2-1924)
LETTER TO C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR (4-3-1924)
TELEGRAM TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (12-3-1924)
LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (On or after 13-3-1924)
LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (17-3-1924)
LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI (After 24-3-1924)
LETTER TO RADHA GANDHI (Before 25-3-1924)
A WEDDING INVITATION (15-5-1924)
LETTER TO ABDUL KADIR BAWAZEER (18-5-1924)
TELEGRAM TO DR. CHOITHRAM GIDWANI (24-5-1924)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (2-6-1924)
LETTER TO PARAMANAND K. KAPADIA (6-6-1924)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (9-6-1924)
LETTER TO DR. YUDHVIR SINGH (12-6-1924)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (21-6-1924)
LETTER TO JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM (10-7-1924)
LETTER TO SUMER SINGH (2-8-1924)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (13-8-1924)
LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (18-8-1924)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (27-8-1924)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (28-8-1924)
LETTER TO K. M. PANIKKAR (Before 5-9-1924)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (6-9-1924)
LETTER TO BEGUM KHURSHED ABDUL MAJID (10-9-1924)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (11-9-1924)
LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (17-9-1924)
LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (17-9-1924)
TELEGRAM TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (18-9-1924)
LETTER TO PRABHUDAS GANDHI (27-9-1924)
TELEGRAM TO PADMAJA NAIDU (3-10-1924)
LETTER TO PADMAJA NAIDU (3-10-1924)
LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI (18-10-1924)
LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (26-10-1924)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (28-11-1924)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (29-11-1924)
LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (2-12-1924)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (12-1-1925)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (18-1-1925)
LETTER TO PREMIBEHN MANCHHARAM PATEL (18-1-1925)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (22-1-1925)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (24-1-1925)
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TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (29-1-1925)
TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (2-2-1925)

TO ABDUL KADIR BAWAZEER (2-2-1925)
TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (4-2-1925)
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TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (12-2-1925)
TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (23-2-1925)
TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (25-2-1925)
TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (26-2-1925)
TO HARIBHAU UPADHYAYA (27-2-1925)
TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (28-2-1925)
TO SAM HIGGINBOTTOM (2-3-1925)

TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (9-3-1925)
TO HAKIM AJMAL KHAN (26-3-1925)

TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (28-3-1925)
TO INDRA VIDYAVACHASPATI (28-3-1925)
TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (30-3-1925)
TO PURUSHOTTAM GANDHI (After 5-4-1925)
TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (6-4-1925)
TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (6-4-1925)
TO KHWAJA ABDUL MAJID (13-4-1925)
TO JETHALAL G. SAMPAT (18-4-1925)
TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (19-4-1925)

TELEGRAM TO KANTIPRASAD C. ANTANI (20-4-1925)
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TO V. G. CHERTKOV (26-4-1925)

TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (4-5-1925)
TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (4-5-1925)
TO KHWAJA ABDUL MAJID (5-5-1925)
TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (10-5-1925)
TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (17-5-1925)
TO KHWAJA ABDUL MAJID (18-5-1925)
TO RAMDAS GANDHI (25-5-1925)

TO SAROJINI NAIDU (30-5-1925)

TO KHWAJA ABDUL MAJID (30-5-1925)
TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (30-5-1925)
TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (31-5-1925)
TO RAMDAS GANDHI (5-6-1925)

TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (6-6-1925)
TO BRIJKRISHNA GURTOO (8-6-1925)
TO KHWAJA ABDUL MAJID (14-6-1925)
TO RAMDAS GANDHI (17-6-1925)
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LETTER TO SAROJINI NAIDU (6-7-1925)

LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (7-7-1925)
LETTER TO MOTILAL ROY (13-7-1925)

LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (27-7-1925)

LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (10-8-1925)
REMARK IN VISITORS’ BOOK (20-8-1925)

A TESTIMONIAL (28-8-1925)

LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (6-9-1925)

LETTER TO MOTILAL ROY (15-9-1925)

REMARKS IN VISITORS’ BOOK (17-9-1925)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (19-9-1925)
LETTER TO MOTILAL ROY (22-9-1925)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (28-9-1925)
LETTER TO HARIBHAU UPADHYAYA (5-10-1925)
LETTER TO MOTILAL ROY (10-10-1925)

LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT (17-10-1925)
LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT (20-10-1925)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (3-11-1925)
SILENCE-DAY NOTE TO MIRABEHN (On or after 9-11-1925)
LETTER TO ROMAIN ROLLAND (13-11-1925)
LETTER TO PADMAJA NAIDU (14-11-1925)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (23-11-1925)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (23-11-1925)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (23-11-1925)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (24-11-1925)
A SILENCE-DAY NOTE (On or before 24-11-1925)
TELEGRAM TO MOTILAL NEHRU (27-11-1925)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (27-11-1925)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (1-12-1925)
LETTER TO MOTILAL ROY (1-12-1925)

TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (4-12-1925)
TELEGRAM TO SHANKERLAL BANKER (10-12-1925)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (12-12-1925)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (14-12-1925)
LETTER TO TARAMATI MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (14-12-1925)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (14-12-1925)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (15-12-1925)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (15-12-1925)
LETTER TO MOTILAL ROY (18-12-1925)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (18-12-1925)
LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (18-12-1925)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (20-12-1925)
LETTER TO TARAMATI MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (21-12-1925)
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LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (22-12-1925)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (23-12-1925)

A RESOLUTION (25-12-1925)

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (25-12-1925)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (28-12-1925)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (31-12-1925)
DRAFT RESOLUTION ON
(December, 1925)

MESSAGE TO STATES’
1925)

PEOPLES’

ATROCITIES

CONFERENCE (December,

LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (1-1-1926)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (2-1-1926)
SILENCE-DAY NOTE TO MIRABEHN (4-1-1926)
SILENCE-DAY NOTE TO MIRABEHN (4-1-1926)
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JOHN HAYNES HOLMES (6-4-1926)
TELEGRAM TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (9-4-1926)
LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (9-4-1926)
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MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (23-4-1926)
JACOB HIEBLE (23-4-1926)
MATHURADAS TRIKUM]JI (28-4-1926)
MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (1-5-1926)
RAMKRISHNA CHANDIWALA (1-5-1926)
PARAMANAND K. KAPADIA (5-5-1926)
MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (10-5-1926)
ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI (10-5-1926)
HORACE GREEN (12-5-1926)

HELENE ALPERS HAHN (12-5-1926)
MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (12-5-1926)
C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR (24-5-1926)
JOHN HAYNES HOLMES (28-5-1926)
ANAND T. HINGORANI (3-6-1926)
MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (3-6-1926)
EMIL RONIGER (11-6-1926)
MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (17-6-1926)
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1. FRAGMENT OF A PETITION
[1894]!

An Indian member of the British House of Commons, should
he come here, would not be fit for becoming a voter. We thank
your Honour for receiving this deputation, and the patience and
courtesy shown us, and implore you to use your Honour’s powerful
influence to see full justice is done to Indians.

It is justice we want, and that only.

From a photostat : S.N. 881

2. DIARY, 18942

June 22, Friday

Wrote to Jayshanker and Brother?. Read [Kawya] Dokhan.
Translated the judgment, etc.

June 23, Saturday
Telegram from Tayob* saying he would leave Monday.

June 24, Sunday
Went out for a picnic with Abdoolla’. There [was] some
rowdyism there. Received a long letter from Brother discussing
Gita. Paul came in the evening. Discussed the condition of the
[Indians] with him. He said he would talk to Burn about partnership.

June 25, Monday

Drafted a petition® regarding the Franchise Law Amendment
Bill. Read the Gita.

11894 a Franchise Law Amendment Bill, which deprived British Indians
of any voting rights, had been introduced in the Natal Assembly (vide Vol. I).
The petition of which this fragment formed part was presumably sub-
mitted in that year to someone in authority, who cannot be identified.

2 The text, in Gandhiji’s hand, is damaged in many places. Wherever
possible words have been supplied in square brackets. In this diary Gandhiji
has frequently used abbreviations, such as, ‘fr’ for ‘from’, ‘w’ for ‘with’, ‘wd’
for ‘would’, ‘rd’ for ‘received’, and so on. These have been spelt out.

3 Lakshmidas Gandhi

4 Mahomed Tayob

5 Abdoolla Hajee Adam, President of the Natal Indian Congress

6 To the Natal Legislative Assembly; vide Vol. I, pp. 128-32.
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2 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

June 26, Tuesday

Received a letter from Tayob. Telegraphed to him “Your
letter. Have ... God fully. Start today. We shall talk over mat-
ter re . ..settlement document passed between Friggens & Dada.
... Showed petition to Laughton!.

June 27, Wednesday

Telegraphed to the Speaker asking whether the [petition was]
received although the Bill [had] passed the committee [stage.
He] replied it was too late as the [Bill] was to be read a third
time. [Requested] the Legislative Assembly to [postpone] the
third reading. Sent also telegrams to Escombe?, Tatham & Hit-
chins® in Abdoolla’s name. Sent copies [of] the petition to the
editors of Mercury* & Advertisers.

June 28, Thursday

Abdoolla, Rustomji®, two coolies and myself went to Maritz-
burg. Saw there Labistour who congratulated me on the petition
but could not help in any way although the [prayer] was very
just. Saw Escombe & Hitchins who also admitted the justice but
could not help. Attended the 3rd reading which was postponed.
There were many Indians in the gallery. A man named Neal
saw me. Saw Tatham who said he could not do [anythling &
that he was . . . Indians come voting.

June 29, Friday

Left for Durban. Escombe & Hitchins were in the same [com-
partment.] Escombe said the debate in the second reading [was]
the real reason for passing the Bill. The object was to prevent
Indians from coming any more. Saw Robinson’ before leaving.
[He admitted] the justice but said he did not make any
definite promise. Saw ... & Archibald. They too fully admitted
the justice but could do [nothing], the measure being a Govern-
ment measure.

1'F. A. Laughton

2 Sir Harry Escombe; Attorney-General; Premier of Natal in 1897. He
had pleaded for Gandhiji’s admission to the Bar of the Natal Supreme Court.

3 Charles T. Hitchins

4 The Natal Mercury

5 The Natal Advertiser

6 Parsi Rustomji

7 Sir John Robinson, Premier and Colonial Secretary, Natal (1893-7)



DIARY, 1894 3

June 30, Saturday

Paul came to see me being sent for. Told him to go to
[England if] possible and in the meantime to work for the In-
dians & induce them [to give up the] habit of drinking. He seemed
to like the proposal being printed in the papers & favourably
[commented] upon. Saw Campbell!l. He too admitted the jus-
tice of the [prayer. Saw] Escombe. He admitted his former pro-
mises but said he had ... The utmost he would do would be
to see that the firms that had [property] should have votes.
Telegraphed to T. & received a reply.

July 1, Sunday

Wrote a long letter to Dr. Stroud; also to Barn De Matalha,
[Jennings] & to Tayob. About 100 Indians met. Spoke to them
for 45 [minutes]. Exhorted them to talk less & work more, to
have [unanimity] & to subscribe. The speech seemed to have
made a favourable impression. Paul came and said he was going
to work seriously.

July 2, Monday

Bill was read a 3rd time. ... Drafted . .. and sent a letter to
[Tatham that] the Indians protested against his attitude towards
the Indians. Saw Maydon who ... said he was quite willing
that a commission should be moved for and that Indians should
not be indiscriminately disqualified and also that some of his . . .
Indian electors were six times better than his white electors.
Letter from Brother.

July 3, Tuesday

Drafted a petition to the Legislative Council.? Telegraphed
to Governor [asking him to] appoint time to see. He was in
Durban & therefore received the deputation here in Town Hall.?
Drafted a letter [to] the members of both the houses.* It was
printed. Sent the petition to Campbell. Received a letter from
Bird’. Wrote to [him.]

1 Henry Campbell, advocate and chief agent for the Transvaal British Indian
merchants

2 Vide Vol. 1, pp. 138-9.

3 Ibid, pp. 136-7.

4 Vide “A Circular Letter to Legislators,” Vol. I, pp. 135-6. It is,
however, dated July 1.

5 C. Bird, Principal Under-Secretary, Colonial Office, Pietermaritzburg
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July 4, Wednesday

Received a letter from Bird also [regarding] deputation that
waited upon Premier.! Received a letter from Tayob. Wrote to
Bird, [also] to Tayob. Telegraphed to Campbell who [replied
that the] petition was presented [but ruled] out of order. Tele-
graphed again ... ered post all the lette[rs to the] members.
Translated for Abdoolla.

July 5, Thursday

Received a letter from Campbell as to how petition was
ruled out of order. Also a letter from Tatham. Drafted another
long petition to Council.? Sent it with a letter to Campbell.
Drafted a letter in reply to Tatham, and sent it.

July 6, Friday
Received a letter from Bird saying petition to Home Gov-
ernment> may be printed and their original signatures need not
be applied to the other two copies. [Wrote to Miabhai] a long

letter and also to Brother. Received a letter from Ramsay & the
book . . ..

July 7, Saturday

Wrote to The Mercury about the constitution of the Mysore
Assembly.* Sent £ 10 to Dadabhai’.

July 8, Sunday

A letter from Jayshanker and one from Ruffe. The educated
youths (Indian) about . . . assembled. I spoke to them for
2 hours on political activity, drunkenness and self-respect. They
seemed to have been favourably impressed.

July 9, Monday

Began to draft the petition to the Home Government. Paul
saw it. Received The Vegetarian containing Mrs. Besant’s® speech
on vegetarianism. Wrote to Tayob in reply to his...

I Vide Vol. I, pp. 133-5.
2 Ibid, pp. 140-44.

3 Ibid, pp. 147-57.

4 Ibid, pp. 144-5.

5 Dadabhai Naoroji

6 Annie Besant
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July 10, Tuesday
Finished and sent the petition to the Press. Sent Mrs.
Besant’s speech to the editor, Mercury with a request to publish
it. Sent a petition to the Governor! requesting him not to send
his dispatch before the Indian petition was received.

July 11, Wednesday
My letter appears in today’s Mercury.

July 12, Thursday
Worked at the petition.

July 13, Friday

Wrote to Dadabhai enclosing a copy of the petition to Home
Government.

July 14, Saturday

Wrote to Jayshanker. Ramsay’s son saw me on Thursday
and said he would send 2,000 signatures from Verulam. An
article signed Ramnath appeared in The Advertiser against the Indians.

July 15, Sunday

[Paul] sent about 11 Indians to make copies. He works
very well and is very attached to me.

July 16, Monday

[Contrary] to my expectations Joosub? brought 1,500 sig-
natures from Verulam. Letter from Brother and Oldfield3.

Sent the petition to the P.O. but [it] was not accepted being
above [weight]. Requested A. to let me go or give a definite
reply. He said he would see that all the expenses were paid
and also the furniture, expenses, etc. Paul was very anxious that I
should stop.

July 17, Tuesday

Sent the petition through the railway agency. Went with A.
to see rooms. A spl. . . room was found for 2-15-0 and a house in
Beach Grove for £ 8. A. said it was decided to make me a
written request to stop here and that he would make me a
present of the furniture, fees for admission and books.

1Vide Vol. I, p. 146.
2 Joosub Abdul Karim
3 Dr. Joshua Oldfield, editor of The Vegetarian
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July 18, Wednesday

Have not been doing anything in particular for the past few
days.

July 19, Thursday

Looked for house A. says I should take his room in Grey
Street for £ 4 per month.

July 20, Friday

Wrote to Ramsay enclosing Mrs. Besant’s lecture and letters
for Baker & Dr. Stroud & also to Mrs. Hutchinson.

July 21, Saturday

Dr. B. refused to let the house in West St. Gave the
account to Abdoolla yesterday. Made translation for Arthur. Went
to Umgeni with A. Saw Escombe who said I should take out
the licence as advocate. He said also that the Franchise petition
having been signed by 8,000 Indians would serve the purpose
of the Government. He said the argument about the unfitness of
Indians was all twaddle. The only argument was that of policy.
He admitted that the Bill was unjust in so [far] as it did not
provide for the children of those who were already on the [list]
and also for those who had property and whose representatives
may come hereafter.

July 22, Sunday

Had been to see Paul. Talked again about England. Advised
him to get rid of all useless expenditure. Had been for a walk
with A. Received yesterday a letter for Mrs. Lewis!.

July 23, Monday

Abdoolla received a letter from Baker who says he should
be given 5 p.c. of the purchase price instead of 24 p.c. I drafted
a reply to this. Read Nala Damayanti.

July 24, Tuesday
Read Okha Haran. Had a long walk with Dada Sheth?.

July 25, Wednesday

Translated the Franchise petitions to Council and Home
Government. Wrote a letter to Baker for Abdoolla. Paul came

1 Mrs. A. M. Lewis
2 Dada Abdulla of Dada Abdulla & Co., for whose law-suit Gandhiji had
initially gone to South Africa
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and asked if I would join Coakes and pay a premium. I said
I would join but not pay a premium. I told him also that I
was preparing to depart and told him that he should not show
over-anxiety to Coakes.

July 26, Thursday

Told A. that unless everything was settled by next [week]
I would understand that I must go. Paul saw me and said
Coakes would give a share and not require a premium. Wrote
letters to Dadabhai, Sir William Wedderburn, Pincott!, Caine?,
Echo, [The] Star, Chronicle, [The] Times of India, Bombay Gazette,
Amrita  Bazar Patrika, Gujarati Kaisari Hind, Digby, Chhaganlal?
and India enclosing petitions. Wrote to Portuguese consul for A.
Wrote two letters for Moosa Haji Adam. A. said the house in
Beach Grove will be let for £ 64. Wrote to the Registrar of the
Supreme Court inquiring about time for licence.

July 27, Friday

Read Samal Bhatt’s poems. Paul came and said Coakes has
appointed 10 to 1 to see me tomorrow. Paul wrote to me on
behalf of the magistrate asking me to translate a document. I
sent him the translation.

July 28, Saturday

Saw Coakes. He seemed to be anxious to enter into part-
nership. He said he would give 25 p. c. for the first six months
and 30% for the last six. He seemed to be quite sincere. A post-
card from Brother asking me to return soon. Drafted a letter to
Baker for A. and also to Sir Donald.

July 29, Sunday

Had a long walk to Umgeni. Read Kavpa Dohan. Did not
like to read Ras, etc., connected with Krishna. Received a letter
from Registrar, Supreme Court, enclosing Supreme Court rules for
admission of advocates and attorneys.

July 30, Monday

Saw Coakes. He was agreeable to paying a } rd share.

1 F. Pincott
2 William Sproston Caine
3 Chhaganlal Gandhi
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July 31, Tuesday
Received the draft agreement from Coakes. The House in
Beach Grove accepted at 6/10.
August 1, Wednesday

Sent the draft agreement with alterations and additions.
Discussed with him the alterations. He said he was willing
to give me credit for the cases entrusted to me but conducted
by him but that it was not usual to put that in a deed of
partnership. Wrote to Tayob.
August 2, Thursday
Saw Coakes, gave him a cheque for £ 30 for fees for advo-
cate’s licence and interpreter’s.
August 3, Friday
Wrote to Oldfield, Annie Besant, President, L.V.S.1; also to

b

Kegan Paul, Brother, Mehta, Chhaganlal & Mrs. Lewis. Drafted
a letter to Lord Reay for Abdoolla, etc., regarding petition.
August 4, Saturday

Signed the agreement of partnership. Signed the petition.
Received a letter from P. Davis saying they would charge 10-10-0
for the Natal laws. Consequently sent them £10-10-0 cheque
from A. by registered post.

August 5, Sunday

Received a letter from Baker enclosing 5 introduction let-
ters. Wrote to Baker and to Purshottam Desai. Drafted for A. a
letter to Baker. Began Urdu. Finished the alphabet.

August 6, Monday
Could not do much.
August 7, Tuesday

Removed to the house in Beach Grove. The letter of request
was presented this evening. Saw Laughton. Talked to him about
Theosophy. He said he would give me all the help he could.

August 8, Wednesday

Many came with the notice of application that Hillier sent out.

1 London Vegetarian Society
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August 9, Thursday

Wrote to Dr. Stroud yesterday asking him to send the
books. Saw Askew, Voysey Dalton and John Cowey. All were
nice, particularly Askew. Coakes has won the application case.

August 10, Friday

Saw Mrs. Baker in the evening. She was cold. A waiter
came to see me not by the front door. Wrote a letter for Nara-
yanswami to the Post Master General. He gave 10/- today for
making enquiries for him regarding a £ 5 money order. Heard
yesterday from A. that Ruffe is going to oppose my application
for interpretership in Hindustani. Drafted a letter from Rustomji
to Marshall Campbell. Wrote to Brother, Vora and Juta in
Capetown. Enclosed 2 £ 5 Bank of England notes to Vora for
law books. Wrote to Livingston a note enclosing anti-vivisection
pamphlet by Mehta.

August 11, Saturday

Rustomji & P. Dowjee! gave each £ 12. Ruffe dined with
me. Attended the Blue Ribbon Meeting. It was a failure. There
were recitations not ... meeting where Jesus would preside.
Ruffe talked about the Hindustani. Wrote to Byrne and Whit-
aker.

August 12, Sunday

Had a long sleep. Read law. The meeting that was to be
held has been postponed.

August 13, Monday

Wrote to Trotter & Chire regarding vegetarianism. Voysey
called with a Salvation Army captain. Had a short chat with
him. Have invited him to dinner for Friday. Had tea with As-
kew. His wife seems to be well up in Christian teaching. Both
were kind.

August 14, Tuesday

Voysey saw me with a Salvation Army captain. Wrote to
Brunton Thomas & Brown about vegetarianism. Had tea with
Askew. Both he and his wife were very kind. Dissuaded a Ben-
galee man from following up another.

1 P. Dowjee Mahomed
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August 15, Wednesday

Met D’hotman. He said he would give all the help he
could. Ruffe came and asked for £ 5. I said that was left to Mr.
Coakes & that I was not myself in a position to render any
such aid. Received a reply from Trotter.

August 16, Thursday

A letter from Jayshankar from Zanzibar and one from Dr.
Stroud. Wrote to Jayshanker. Settled with Yasinkhan. He paid
10/-. The man Ibrahim paid 7/6. Several [licensed] eating-house
men came. I told them they will have to pay £ 50. Wrote a
stiff letter to Dawd for not coming. Settled with Khajamiyan.

August 17, Friday

Signed the deed of lease. Received a letter from Baker &
from P. Davis & also from Jayshanker. Wrote to Jayshanker
Pretoria, to Jayshanker Zanzibar, to Vora asking him to subs-
cribe to the Weekly Times, to Trotter about vegetarianism, to
Brother about Harakhchand. Sent tracts to Trotter and a copy
of today’s Mercury to Dadabhai. The Salvation Army captain
dined with me. He had a long chat with me. He however could
not persuade me that Christianity was the only true religion. I
lent him The New Gospel of Interpretation. He gave me book called
All the World.

August 18, Saturday

Received a letter [from] Miss Brunton regarding vegetarianism.
Wrote to Mrs. Mary Alling Aber subscribing to a copy of Spirit
and making a few remarks on ‘Souls’. Saw J. A. Polkinghorne.
It was a trouble for him to see me. He could not bear my
company and wished every moment that I was gone. The situa-
tion was extremely embarrassing. I could not possibly leave the
moment I met him. It was decided at Abdoolla’s that a meeting
should be held on Monday and Wednesday.

August 19, Sunday

Was unwell. Advised Abdoolla as to evidence in Ujamshi’s
case. Translated Abdoolla’s affidavit statement and evidence.

August 20, Monday

Letter from Jayshanker. Wrote to him and to Miss Brunton
as also to Mr. Spiprian. Sent a copy of The Vegetarian to
Miss Brunton. Labistour wanted to see me with regard to my
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petition. Saw him and he said I should produce a certificate
as to the character of my family. He also suggested that Ba-
ker should telegraph as to my fitness. I telegraphed to Baker.
Got a certificate from Abdoolla, Haji Dada & Moosa Hajee
Adam. Wrote to Labistour sending him certificate and wishing
it to be understood that the certificate should not be treated
as a precedent for other similar cases.

August 21, Tuesday

A big meeting yesterday where about 100 attended. They
accepted my proposals. Wrote to Ruffe and Baker enclosing a
cutting from The Vegetarian.

August 22, Wednesday

Coakes dined with me. Talked about the Congress!. He
sympathized but said he would have to consider whether he
would identify himself with the movement. There was a big
meeting. The hall was well decorated. About 100 men attended.
There was much enthusiasm. The meeting was closed at 11.45 p.m.

August 23, Thursday

People came in and paid subscriptions. Askew sent me an
invitation to pass Sunday with him.

August 24, Friday

Wrote some letters for Abdoolla. There was a question in the
House of Commons with regard to the Franchise. A letter from Ruffe.

August 25, Saturday

Saw Askew yesterday. Paul dined with me last evening.
Talked to him very seriously about life and its uses. Bought a
suit at Harvey & Greenacre’s. Wrote to Dr. Stroud on vegeta-
rianism.

August 26, Sunday

Dada Sheth had breakfast with me. Passed the whole day
with Askew. I was introduced to his father-in-law Mr. Watson
who is a very kind gentleman. Attended the Wesleyan Church
with him. Mrs. Askew is an extremely kind lady. Had a long
chat on vegetarianism. In the evening Askew preached in one of
the Wesleyan chapels in West St. Received a letter from Ramsay.

1 The Natal Indian Congress, which was established on August 22, 1894,
with Abdoolla Haji Adam as President and Gandhiji as Hon. Secretary
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August 27, Monday

Drew up a deed of partnership for Pragji Bhimbhai. Read
the rules of the Supreme Court. Also Dadasahib’s essays. Coakes
has invited me to dine with him tomorrow.

August 28, Tuesday

Askew saw me. Had invited him to dine with me on Thurs-
day. Wrote to Escombe asking him what day would suit him for
taking up my application. Wrote to Hoosen Ibrahim.

August 29, Wednesday

Drafted deed of partnership for K. S. Pillay. Finished the
minutes of the last meeting. Dined last evening with Coakes.
Was introduced to some of his friends.

August 30, Thursday

Received a letter from Hoosen Ibrahim enclosing a cheque for
£ 10 for Dada Abdoolla & Co. A letter to Coakes from Pitcher
saying he could not see Escombe and that the Natal Law Society
was going to object. Wrote to Hoosen Ibrahim asking him to
send £ 10 more and fees. Wrote to Ruffe. D’hotman saw me.
There was a meeting of the Congress. Askew dined with me.

August 31, Friday

Telegram from Escombe saying my application he will move
on Monday. Telegraphed to manager Imperial Hotel to keep
one room for me.

September 1, Saturday

Left for and reached Maritzburg. M. H. Adam came with
me. Later on came Peeran & Doroosamy and in the evening
came Rustomjee & Dowd. Telegram from Dada & Coakes in
reply to mine.

September 2, Sunday
There was a large meeting. About 41 signed.

September 3, Monday

Was admitted!. Had to put off the hat?. The application for
admission as translator withdrawn. Received about 7 telegrams of
congratulation.

1 As advocate to practice in Natal courts
2 To conform to the Court practice; vide Vol. 1, pp. 347-8.
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September 4, Tuesday

Letters from Dadabhai returning £ 10, Tayob, Jayshanker
and Whitaker, a vegetarian. Wrote to Whitaker sending foods
and The Vegetarian. A telegram from Baker.

September 5, Wednesday
Telegraphed to Baker.

September 6, Thursday

Abdoolla came. A sympathetic notice of my admission
appears in The Witness and Mercury.

September 7, Friday

There was a meeting yesterday. A European attended the
meeting. There was some opposition to Paul being elected as
President from Steven. It was afterwards withdrawn. Gopee
Maharaj’s case came up today. Coakes had charge of it. A
letter of congratulation from Steven.

September 8, Saturday

Called on Benningfield. He was not in the office. It rained
heavily. It was settled that A. should telegraph from P. if I
was required.

September 9, Sunday
The committee meeting of the Congress was held. Dr.
Prince came. Letter from Jayshanker.
September 10, Monday

A letter from Mehta. Accepted Deloosea’s case for £ 8-5-0
after telling her that she would lose whether she had an attor-
ney or not. Colondo [sic] Veloo Pillay paid £12.

September 11, Tuesday

Coakes took Deloosea’s case and won. She paid £ 2 more.
Gopee Maharaj case was adjourned to Friday. Received a let-
ter from Edward Baxter of Maritzburg asking if I would employ
him as clerk for £ 200. Wrote declining the offer. Ward wrote for
a loan of £ 2. Declined.

September 12, Wednesday

Saw Benningfield. Offered £ 11 for the law books. Receiv-
ed a letter from Desai inviting me. Wrote declining. Letters from
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Amod Bhayat, Suleiman & Dawd Mahomed. Wrote to them
acknowledging subscriptions sent. Drew up a deed. Received a
note from Arthur begging for money. Gabriel came to ask for
money too. Read yesterday Digby’s India for the Indians and for
England.

September 13, Thursday

Drew out a power of attorney for Moosaji Amod.

September 14, Friday

Conducted Dada Abdoolla’s case. Had a meeting of the
educational association. Gave an address on plain living.

September 15, Saturday

Coakes said the Manager of the A. B. Corporation would
give 4% p.c. on a fixed deposit for [a] year at least. That he
would charge no ledger fees and would make no charge for
opening account. Received a letter from Mahomed Essackji with
a book for translation. Wrote to [him] saying he should send
£ 1-1-0 for charges. Naran’s services have been retained by me.
Jeeva at £ 3 per month.

September 16, Sunday

Saw Askews at their house. Mrs. A. did not like me to
chat on vegetarianism or Buddhism [for] fear that her children
may become contaminated. She questioned my sincerity. Said I
should not go to their house if I was insincere and not seeking
the truth. I said it was not within my power to make her be-
lieve that I was sincere and that I had [no] wish to thrust my-
self on her as a companion. I told her also that I did not go
to [her] place as a spy to convert her children. Dined with
Rustomji in the evening. Mehta [told] the whole story of his
wonderful vision. Wrote to Abdulla.

September 17, Monday

Received a letter from Brother, one from Mehta, one from
Dadabhai and one from Chhaganlal.
Wrote to Brother and Mehta. Wrote to Abdulla.

September 18, Tuesday

Had a very boisterous meeting of the Congress Committee.
Ward came in. ... to speak, was not allowed and so went away
threatening to write in the papers.



LETTER TO PHEROZESHAH MEHTA 15

September 19, Wednesday

Gopee Maharaj case came up today. Got judgment with
costs. Sent Baker a clip[ping] from The Advertiser containing an
account of McNeill’s services. Wrote to Abdul Rahman at . ...

From the original : S.N. 32320

3. LETTER TO PHEROJESHAH MEHTA

CENTRAL WEST STREET,
DursaNn,
August 9, 1895

Tue Hon’BLE PHEROZESHAH MEHTA
M.R.C. & C. & C.
BoMBAYy

SIR,

By direction of the Indian community I beg to send by
registered book [-post] four copies of the petitions to Home Gov-
ernment! and the Indian Government? regarding the Immigration
Law Amendment Bill passed by the Natal Parliament. I have
to request you to extend your active sympathy to the Indians
in South Africa.

I am,
Yours faithfully,
M. K. GANDHI

From the original: Pherozeshah Mehta Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library

1 Vide Vol. 1, pp. 232-42
2 Ibid, pp. 242-4.



4. TELEGRAM TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Box 299,

JOHANNESBURG,

February 28, 1903

To
PRIVATE SECRETARY
His ExcerLLEncy LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

RESPECTFULLY PRAY FOR EARLY RELIEF REGARDING
INDIAN STORES CLOSED.! WAKKERSTROOM AND RUSTEN-

BURG BOTH  SUFFERING  HEAVILY.
Bias?

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92 97/LG

5. TELEGRAM TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Box 299,

JOHANNESBURG,

March 5, 1903

To
PRIVATE SECRETARY
His ExcerLLEncy LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

ASSOCIATION AGAIN RESPECTFULLY  VENTURE TO REMIND
HIS EXCELLENCY ABOUT RUSTENBURG AND WAKKER-
STROOM  INDIAN STORES WHICH  STILL  REMAIN CLOSED.
OWNERS  SUFFERING  HEAVILY.

Bias

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92 97/LG

1 The stores had been refused trading licences ; wvide p . . .; also Vol.

ITI, pp. 342, 346-8, 557-8 and 560-1.
2 Telegraphic address of the British Indian Association, Transvaal, of

which Gandhiji was the Honorary Secretary
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6. TELEGRAM TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisu INDIAN ASSOGCIATION,
Box 299,
JOHANNESBURG,
March 12, 1903
TO
PRIVATE SECRETARY
His ExceELLENCY LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

ASSOCIATION WILL HIGHLY APPRECIATE SOME REPLY
REGARDING BRITISH INDIAN STORES STILL REMAINING
CLOSED RUSTENBURG AND WAKKERSTROOM. SUSPENSE

VERY PAINFUL TO PARTIES CONCERNED.
Bias
Pretoria Archives : LG. 92 97/LG

7. TELEGRAM TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Box 299,
JOHANNESBURG,
March 24, 1903
TO
PRIVATE SECRETARY
His ExXcELLENCY LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

ASSOCIATION HUMBLY THINKS SOME DEFINITE REPLY
MAY NOW BE GIVEN REGARDING RUSTENBURG AND
WAKKERSTROOM STORES WHICH HAVE REMAINED CLOSED
VERY LONG.
Bias
Pretoria Archives : LG. 92 97/LG
17
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8. LETTER TO COLONIAL SECRETARY, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Box 299,

JOHANNESBURG,

March 25, 1903

TO
Tue HoNOURABLE COLONIAL SECRETARY
PrETORIA

SIR,

I have the honour to draw your attention to the enclosed
copy of the notice served on British Indian store-keepers by the
Magistrate in Pietersburg.

The notice has naturally produced consternation among the
Indians in Pietersburg.

The threat conveyed by the notice was first given in De-
cember last. As you are aware, the matter was brought before
Mr. Chamberlain!, but the Supervisor of Asiatics assured the
Right Honourable gentleman that he had fixed up the thing
with the Magistrate and that the licences would be renewed from
quarter to quarter.

Again when the Magistrate in spite of the above assurance
insisted on giving the notice that the licences issued last year to
Indians in the town who were not trading before the War
would not be renewed after the 31st March, the Supervisor
was approached, and he gave the assurance that his under-
standing with the Magistrate was that the licences should be is-
sued from quarter to quarter and stopped after 31st March.

But the Magistrate still insisting on giving the notice above
referred to, the complaint was placed before you personally,
first by Mr. Lunnon? and then by Mr. Gandhi both of whom,
my Committee understands, were told not to bother about the
notice and to advise the store-keepers concerned to take out quar-
terly licences and that they would be renewed from time to
time at the end of every quarter.

I Principal Secretary of State for Colonies; vide Vol. III, p. 327.
2 A solicitor of Pretoria

18
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The men on the strength of the assurance took out the
licences. And yet, my Committee is grieved to find, the notice
herein referred to has been served by the Magistrate who evidently
intends to enforce the threat first held out.

My Committee will be greatly obliged if you will be good
enough to let me know by wire whether the Government will be
pleased to instruct the Magistrate to withdraw the notice in
question or to give my Committee the assurance that the threat
covered by the notice will not be enforced.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
ABpooL GANI
CHAIRMAN, BriTisH INDIAN AssocIATION

Pretoria Archives : LG. 97/12 Asiatics. 1902-1906

9. TELEGRAM TO P. §. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisu INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Box 299,
JOHANNESBURG,
March 28, 1903
TO
PRIVATE SECRETARY
TO LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

REPLYING TO ENQUIRY HOOSEN AMOD WAKKERSTROOM
SENDS  FOLLOWING STARTLING WIRE: ““LOCATION HERE
ABOUT TWO MILES AWAY BUT NOT  OCGCUPIED. HOW
CAN TRADE THERE. NO INDIAN LOCATION HERE NOR
OTHER INDIAN IN  PLACE.”

Bias
Pretoria Archives : LG. 92 97/LG



10. LETTER TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Box 299,

JOHANNESBURG,

March 28, 1903

TO

PRIVATE SECRETARY

10 His EXcELLENCY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
PrRETORIA

SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge your telegram of yes-
terday’s date, informing the Association that His Excellency has
been pleased to instruct the Magistrate at Rustenburg to grant
the licence to Suleman Ismail! but that the Magistrate at Wak-
kerstroom has properly refused the licence to Hoosen Amod? as
there is a Location in Wakkerstroom.

I am to tender the Association’s respectful thanks to His
Excellency for granting relief to Mr. Suleman Ismail.

As to Mr. Hoosen Amod my Committee is enquiring into
the condition and position of the Location at Wakkerstroom but
in the meantime my Committee would humbly draw His Excel-
lency’s attention to the fact that the principle that the decision
seems to lay down is fraught with very serious consequences to
the whole body of Indian traders. For the Licensing Officers
may refuse licences to old Indian traders to continue to trade
in towns where there are Locations set apart for Indians.
Almost in every township of importance, the Indian merchants
are liable to be compelled to trade in Locations. This would
virtually mean that Indian merchants now trading in towns may
at any time have to close business altogether. For the trade in
towns is by no means always of the same description as in Lo-
cations.

Hoosen Amod’s case, in my Committee’s humble opinion, is
probably the strongest that could be imagined. He has been
trading in Wakkerstroom for over ten years under licence granted

1 & 2 Vide p. 186.
20
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in his own name, a privilege that very few Indians enjoyed
during the old regime. He is the only Indian merchant in the
midst of many European merchants trading in towns. He held
a licence up to the outbreak of War. Almost every Indian oc-
cupying a similar position has been granted a licence. This case
was brought before Mr. Chamberlain’s notice on the strength of
a newspaper report that his licence was to be refused for this
year. The Right Honourable gentleman was not disposed to
credit the report.

Hoosen Amod brought out from Durban Mr. Goodricke, a
solicitor, who waited on the Assistant Colonial Secretary who,
my Committee understands, assured Mr. Goodricke that at least
temporary permission would be granted to Hoosen Amod to open
his store pending consideration of his case as to a full license on
its merits.

My Committee, therefore, respectfully requests His Excellency
to reconsider the decision and order the licence to be granted to
Hoosen Amod, if only temporarily pending final decision.

I have the honour to be,
Str,
Your obedient servant,
ABDpooL GANI
CHAIRMAN, BrITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92 97/LG

11. LETTER TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Box 299,

JOHANNESBURG,

March 28, 1903

TO

THE PRIVATE SECRETARY

10 His ExXcELLENCY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
PRETORIA

SIR,

I have the honour to enclose herewith a letter addressed by
the Association to His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor re-
garding a notice sent by the Magistrate at Pietersburg to the
British Indian store-keepers there. The promise referred to in
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the letter was made by Mr. W. E. Davidson!. A reply has been
received today from the Colonial Office signed by Mr. W. H.
Moor, copy of which is enclosed herewith.

My Committee felt much aggrieved at the nature of the
reply from Mr. Moor, in spite of the promise given by Mr.
Davidson and the assurance given by the Supervisor of Asiatics.
My Committee has telegraphed to Mr. Davidson personally but
as the matter is of great importance and the quarter ends on
Tuesday next, my Committee has decided to simultaneously
approach His Excellency also.

May I request a telegraphic reply to this representation?

My Committee trusts it will be pardoned for the trouble it
is often obliged to give to His Excellency for which the grave
turn the events are taking for the community is the only excuse.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
ABpooL GANI
CHAIRMAN, BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Pretoria Archives : LG. 97/12 Asiatics. 1902-1906 97/1/K. C. 24-8-59

12. LETTER TO P. §. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Box 6522,

JOHANNESBURG,

April 2, 1903

TO
TuE PRIVATE SECRETARY
10 His EXCELLENCY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

PrRETORIA

SIR,

With reference to the Association’s telegram? dated the 28th
ultimo regarding the Wakkerstroom licence, my Committee has
now received a confirmed report from the ex-Receiver of Revenue
under the old Government, which I have the honour to enclose
herewith. It bears out the telegram and shows that although a
site was selected in 1899 by the late Government for an Indian

1 Colonial Secretary; vide also Vol. III, p. 348.
2 Vide p. 19.
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Location, it was never and is not now occupied. My Committee
feels sure that Hoosen Amod is not expected to remove to
that site.

Since the Magistrate, according to newspaper reports, re-
fused a licence, yielding to pressure from the local Chamber of
Commerce, Hoosen Amod has sent my Committee a document
signed by some Europeans in the place showing that they have
no objection to the licence being granted to him. It may also
be mentioned that his custom 1is largely European. That the
local traders should object is not strange.

Mr. Goodricke, his solicitor, met with an objection that he
was not trading immediately before the War. So he had two
affidavits prepared, one from the late Manager of the National
Bank and the other by himself showing that he was trading till
the October of 1899. These have been handed to my Committee
and are hereto attached.

Thus every conceivable objection has been answered and my
Committee ventures to think that if any Indian deserves a li-
cence to trade in a township, the first is Hoosen Amod. My
Committee, therefore, humbly trusts that early relief will be
granted in the matter.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
ABpooL GANI
CHAIRMAN, BriTisH INDIAN AssociATioN

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92 97/LG



13. LETTER TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Box 6522,
JOHANNESBURG,

April 11, 1903

TO

PRIVATE SECRETARY

1o His EXcELLENCY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
PrRETORIA

SIR,

(I) The Committee of the Association ventures respectfully
to approach His Excellency regarding the Government Notice No.
356 of 1903! published in the newspapers.

(2) It appears to be in reply to the various matters submitted
to His Excellency by the deputation that waited on him at Jo-
hannesburg on the 12th February last. It has filled the Indian
community with sorrow and alarm.

(3) His Excellency was pleased to assure the deputation that
as soon as the enlarged Legislative Council was formed, sui-
table legislation replacing the old anti-Asiatic legislation would
be introduced. The Notice in question would appear to disap-
point the hopes based on the above assurance.

(4) His Excellency has been pleased to order licences to be
renewed for the current quarter to all the Indian traders who,
though they were not trading on the outbreak of hostilities, were
granted licences last year. The Notice is silent as to whether the
renewals will be continued or not. The matter is of such serious
importance that, my Committee submits, a definite pronouncement
1S necessary.

(5) His Excellency was pleased to say to the deputation that
if any officers had refused transfers of licences, either for other
places in the same town, or to other persons, he would see that
relief was granted. Contrary to my Committee’s expectations,
therefore, the statement that no transfers of licences would be
granted has come as a great shock. And the publicity thereof is

1 Vide Vol. TII, pp. 352-3.
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likely to ruin many Indian merchants, unless relief is soon granted.
For landlords will not be slow to take advantage of the Notice
and to raise rents of premises occupied by Indian merchants to a
prohibitive extent. If the Government would fully respect vested
interests, transfers, in my Committee’s humble opinion, are
absolutely necessary.
(6) The last clause of the Notice, while it is no doubt intended
to confer benefit on the Indian community, impliedly casts a slur
on the great race to which we belong, in that it assumes every
Indian to be unfit to inhabit civilized townships unless he proves
to the contrary. My Committee with the greatest deference sub-
mits that, barring popular prejudice born of trade jealousy, the
whole of the evidence that could be collected in South Africa,
would go to show that British Indians have everywhere been
found to be amenable to the general sanitary laws of the place
of their domicile. Only a few weeks ago, the Sanitary Inspector
of Johannesburg reported that he had no fault to find with the
manner in which the dwellings of Indians were kept in Market
Street. My Committee would gladly co-operate with the Govern-
ment in promoting a voluntary settlement of the poorer class of
Indians in localities where suitable dwellings can be procured for
cheaper rents. But my Committee ventures respectfully to protest
against a compulsory removal to Locations or Bazaars—a principle
against which Her Late Majesty’s Government fought strenuously,
when it was sought to be established by the Boer Government.
My Committee therefore ventures to hope that His Excel-
lency will be pleased to grant relief in the following matters:
(a) Whether an early alteration in existing anti-Indian
laws is contemplated on the enlarged Legislative
Council being formed.
(b) Whether the renewal will be granted in the cases
mentioned in paragraph (4) hereof.
(c) Whether transfers to places or persons will be authorized.
(d) Whether the principle of compulsory segregation will
be removed.
If further discussion of the above points is desired by His
Excellency, a small deputation will wait on His Excellency.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
ABpooL GANI
CHAIRMAN, BriTisH INDIAN AssOCIATION
Pretoria Archives: LG. 92/2132 Asiatics. 1902-1906



I14. LETTER TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Box 6522,

JOHANNESBURG,

April 20, 1903

TO

THE PRIVATE SECRETARY

10 His EXCELLENCY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
PrETORIA, TRANSVAAL

SIR,

Your letter dated 31st March and numbered 1»LG2131 was
delivered only today as the wrong box was marked on the
envelope.

The objection referred to in the letter under reply has been
fully answered by my letter of the 2nd! instant which still
remains unanswered.

The affidavit of the ex-Manager of the National Bank at
Wakkerstroom shows conclusively that Hoosen Amod’s store was
not closed in July 1899, but that owing to the War he closed
it himself on the 2nd day of October 1899. His store was never
closed by the Landdrost, and he could not do so because
Hoosen Amod held his licence for the full year 1899, and not
a quarterly licence as now.

The statement that Hoosen Amod’s lease has not expired is,
my Committee is informed, quite correct. His lease is and has
been, my Committee is informed, in the possession of the Magis-
trate, and the Lessor is prepared to make an affidavit confirming
the statement.

Hoosen Amod informs the Committee that some interested
store-keepers in Wakkerstroom have thoroughly prejudiced the
Magistrate against him, and given him false information regarding
the alleged closing of the store by the Landdrost.

Objections have been raised against him one after another
as the previous ones failed not to allow an answer.

1Vide pp. 22-3.
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He has been put to considerable loss for no fault of his own.
Many Indians not having half his claims are now trading, and
Hoosen Amod, a store-keeper of ten years’ standing, backed by
non-interested FEuropeans in Wakkerstroom and in possession
of a long lease still in existence, finds his store forcibly closed.
The Notice lately issued protects those occupying his position.
My Committee respectfully submits that the injustice he is
labouring under is manifest beyond doubt and craves justice at
His Excellency’s hands.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
ABpOOL GANI
CHAIRMAN, BRriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92 97/LG

15. LETTER T0O P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisu INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Box 6522,

JOHANNESBURG,

April 27, 1903

TO
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY

To His EXcELLENCY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
PRETORIA

SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 22nd
of April received on the 24th instant.

My Committee tenders its respectful thanks to His Excellency
for the reply which shows that he is anxious to do justice to the
Indian community, in that it puts a liberal construction on the
Government Notice No. 356 of 1903.

But the reply has deeply grieved the community, in that it
is, in my Committee’s humble opinion, a departure from the
declarations before War, of Her Late Majesty’s Government, as
well as the assurances since given by His Majesty’s Government,
that the existing Law would be reconsidered. My Committee
will therefore be obliged later to revert to the general question.
In the meanwhile, I am to request information on the following
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further points that arise out of the Notice and your letter
under reply.

Indians who did not hold licences before War and yet were
granted them last year were not informed that they were tem-
porary. The first intimation given to such effect was last year
and it was repudiated by the Right Honourable Mr. Chamber-
lain as soon as it was brought to his notice. Such store-keepers
have in some instances gone to the expense of building substan-
tial structures. Others hold long leases and all have built up a
fair custom which is likely to increase as time goes on. It will
be, therefore, in my Committee’s humble opinion, unjust to
require them to remove to Bazaars. The removal, as a rule,
cannot be effected without a heavy loss, no matter how well
situated the proposed Bazaars may be.

The Notice in question refers to renewals of licences out-
side Bazaars to those who were trading on the outbreak of War.
The letter under reply mentioned “trading before War”. Is my
Committee right in understanding that all Indians who were
trading before War, whether on the outbreak or not, will have
their licences renewed ? If not, an Indian who opened a store
in 1899 outside Locations would be entitled to a renewal where-
as one who traded for fifteen years and went to India for a trip,
closing his business in August 1899, would be disentitled, thus
causing [sic] manifest injustice.

The enforcement of the whole Law would seem to imply a
continuance of the prohibition to British Indians to hold landed
property except in Locations or Bazaars. There are some Indians
who hold landed property in the names of white persons. Most
of these cases are already before His Excellency for consideration,
more especially the three mosques in Johannesburg, Pretoria
and Heidelberg. Law 3 of 1885 and its amendment con-
templated a registration fee of £ 3 on every Indian—a clause
that was formerly as a rule enforced only in the case of store-
keepers and hawkers and because the Receivers of Revenue
would not grant licences without the production of the Regis-
tration Certificate. A large number, however, never paid the fee
nor were they ever called upon either to register themselves or
to pay the fee. My Committee has seen the Notice appointing
Captain Fowle! as the Registration Officer for Asiatics, but my
Committee respectfully hopes that it is not the intention of the
Government to enforce the provision which was not enforced

1 Hamilton Fowle
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during the old regime and which can have nothing to do with
the Anti-Asiatic agitation on the part of the public at large.

My Committee, therefore, requests information
(a) Whether His Excellency will be pleased to respect the vested
interests of all existing licensees, whether they were trading before
the War or not.
(b) Whether licences will be granted to those who were trading
before War outside Locations whether on the outbreak thereof or
earlier.
(c) Whether Law 3 of 1885 as amended in 1886 is to be
enforced as to the prohibition to hold landed property, and if
so whether permission will be granted for the transfers of those
properties which are held by Indians in the name of white
persons.
(d) Whether it is the intention of the Government to enforce
payment of the registration fee of £ 3 in terms of the Law.

I have the honour to remain,
Str,
Your obedient servant,
ABpooL GANI
CHAIRMAN, BrITisH INDIAN AssOoCIATION

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92/2132 Asiatics. 1902-1906

16. TELEGRAM TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

JOHANNESBURG,
[ After April, 1903]!
TO
PRIVATE SECRETARY
10 His ExceELLENcY LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

RECEIVED LETTER CAPTAIN FOWLE INTIMATING INTENTION
ENFORCE £3 TAX. RESPECTFULLY REQUEST SUSPENSION
PENDING HIS EXCELLENCY’S DECISION ON REPRESENTA-
TION DATED 27TH ULTIMO AND PETITION FROM MR.
HOSKEN AND OTHERS.

Bias
Pretoria Archives : LG. 92/2132 Asiatics. 1902-1906

1 From the reference to the petition signed by W. M. Hosken, which was
dated “‘April, 1903”; vide Vol. III, pp. 357-8.



17. LETTER TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BritisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
25 & 26 Rissik STREET,
JOHANNESBURG,

Fune 22, 1903

TO
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY
1o His EXCELLENCY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

SIR,

I have the honour to draw His Excellency’s attention to the
last communication of the Association dated 20th May, with re-
ference to the plague restrictions on Indian arrivals from Natal.

A telegram appearing in the newspapers announces that the
plague is on the wane in Durban. In any case as His Excel-
lency has been pleased to relax the total prohibition in favour
of those Indians who may wish to visit Natal and return, my
Committee respectfully trusts that His Excellency will graciously
order removal of the total prohibition for Indians who may wish
to come to the Transvaal from Natal under such precautions as
His Excellency may deem fit to impose.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
ABpooL GANI

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92/2132 Asiatics. 1902-1906
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18. LETTER TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
25 & 26 CourT CHAMBERS,
JOHANNESBURG,
Fune 26, 1903
TO
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY
10 His EXCELLENCY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
PRETORIA

SIR,

The attention of my Committee has been drawn to the Draft
Ordinance! published in the Government Gazette dated 19th June,
to replace Law No. 11 of 1899.

My Committee is very reluctant to say anything whatsoever
with reference to the proposed Ordinance dealing with a subject
of a very delicate nature, but at the same time my Committee
deems it a duty to draw the attention of His Excellency to sub-
section 5 of Section 19 of the Bill which, in my Committee’s humble
opinion, casts a serious affront on the whole of the Indian community.

My Committee ventures to think that the object aimed at
by Section 19 could be served in a less offensive manner and with-
out bracketing together in the same expression the British Indian
subjects and races of mixed descent or the native races of Africa.

My Committee respectfully submits that in defining the ex-
pression ‘‘native’’ in the sub-section in question no account has
been taken of the feelings of those that are affected by it and
therefore ventures to hope that His Excellency will be pleased
to embody such an alteration in the section as would remove the
objection raised by my Committee.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
ABpooL GANI
CHAIRMAN, BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92 Asiatics. 1902-1906. L.G. 2132

1 For suppression of immorality; vide also Vol. III, pp. 447-8.
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19. TELEGRAM TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

June 29, 1903

TO
PRIVATE SECRETARY
10 His ExcELLENCY LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

TELEGRAM APPEARS IN PAPERS SAYING PLAGUE HAS
NEARLY DISAPPEARED DURBAN. ASSOCIATION REQUESTS
FAVOURABLE REPLY LETTER 22ND INSTANT.

Bias

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92/2132 Asiatics. 1902-1906

20. LETTER TO LT.-GOVERNOR OF TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
25 & 26 Rissik STREET,
JOHANNESBURG,
Fune 30, 1903
TO
His ExcErLLENcY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
OF THE TRANSVAAL
SIR,

In continuation of my telegram of yesterday’s date, I beg
to quote below a telegram that appears in today’s Leader that
refers to the plague in Durban, namely :

that the borough is now pronounced free of plague and the last patient,

an Indian, having been discharged cured, no further bulletins will be

issued.

Under the circumstances, I trust that His Excellency will be
pleased to remove the plague restrictions referred to in my telegram.
I have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
ABpooL GANI
CHAIRMAN, BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92/2132 Asiatics. 1902-1906
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21. LETTER TO P.S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BritisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
25 & 26 Court CHAMBERS,
P.O. Box 6522,
JOHANNESBURG,

Fuly 11, 1903

TO

THE PRIVATE SECRETARY

10 His EXcELLENCY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
PrRETORIA

SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 4th
instant! with reference to the Draft Ordinance published in the
Government Gazette of the 19th June last.

My Association was waiting, before replying to the letter, for
advice as to the Cape Law on the question and my Association
is now advised that there is no such interpretation in the simi-
lar enactments of the Cape Colony, and my Association under-
stands that the definition complained of in my letter of the 26th
ultimo is not to be found in similar enactments in Natal.

My Association understands also that the Bill is to come up
before the Council next week and in view of the fact that it
has not passed through the final stage, my association respect-
fully ventures to trust that the relief requested will be granted.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
ABpooL GaNI
CHAIRMAN, BRriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92/2132 Asiatics. 1902-1906

1 Vide Vol. 1II, p. 448.
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22. LETTER T0 P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
25 & 26 CourT CHAMBERS,
P.O. Box 6522,
JOHANNESBURG,

Fuly 16, 1903

TO

THE PRIVATE SECRETARY

10 His EXcELLENCY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
PrRETORIA

SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 15th
instant in reply to my letter of the 11th instant regarding the Draft
Ordinance published in the Government Gazette of the 19th June last.

With the greatest deference to His Excellency I venture to
say that the only possible interpretation to be placed upon the
definition of the term “Native” in the clause in question is the
one that is natural to it and it includes ‘“a person manifestly
belonging to any of the Native or Coloured Races of Africa,
Asia, America or St. Helena.

Unless, therefore, His Excellency means that the definition
does not include British Indians in spite of the word “Asia”
occurring therein, my Association ventures to submit that Bri-
tish Indians are manifestly bracketed together with the Natives
of South Africa, St. Helena and others.

If, therefore, the contention humbly submitted by my Asso-
ciation is correct, I respectfully trust that in view of the fact that
the Bill has not passed the third reading, His Excellency will
be pleased to so alter the phraseology as to make it less offensive
to the British Indians.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
ABpooL GANI
CHAIRMAN, BRrITisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92/2132 Asiatics. 1902-1906
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23. LETTER TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
P.O. Box 6522,
Rissik STREET,
JOHANNESBURG,

Fuly 22, 1903

TO

PRIVATE SECRETARY

To His ExceELLENCY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
PrETORIA

SIR,

With reference to my letter of the 25th ultimo regarding
the issue of permits to non-refugee British Indians, my Associa-
tion has received a letter signed by the Honourable the Assistant
Colonial Secretary in which he says :

I am directed to inform you that it is regretted that the number of
permits that are being issued at present cannot be increased.

On further reference to the letter of the 25th ultimo, it will
be noticed that my Association has not requested an increase in
the number of permits issued, but my Association has ventured to
ask for relaxation of the permit regulations in favour of non-
refugee British Indians whose presence may be required in the
Colony in the interest of the British Indian residents.

I therefore beg to invite His Excellency’s attention to the
request of my Association and venture to hope that the request
contained in my letter referred to before will receive His Excel-
lency’s sympathetic consideration.

I have the honour fto be,
Str,
Your obedient servant
ABpooL GANI
CHAIRMAN, BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92/2132 Asiatics. 1902-1906
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24. TELEGRAM TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL
Fuly 23, 1903

TO
PRIVATE SECRETARY
His ExceLLENcY LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

ASSOCIATION  RESPECTFULLY REQUESTS REPLY REPRESENTATION
DATED 1ITH INSTANT PLAGUE  RESTRICTIONS!.
Bias
Pretoria Archives : LG. 92/2132 Asiatics. 1902-1906

25. LETTER T0O P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
P.O. Box 6522,
JOHANNESBURG,
Fuly 24, 1903
TO
PRIVATE SECRETARY
To His EXCELLENCY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
OF THE TRANSVAAL
JOHANNESBURG

SIR,

My Association ventures to bring to the notice of His Ex-
cellency a very serious grievance under which the British Indian
community has been labouring since February last.

On the outbreak of plague in Natal, all Indian permits
were cancelled and the entry of British Indians, although refu-
gees from the Transvaal, was absolutely prohibited.

The prohibition lasts to the present day.

The matter was brought to the notice of His Excellency
the Lieutenant-Governor and several representations have been
made?, but His Excellency has, so far, declined to grant any
relief.

1 Vide Vol. III, p. 439.
2 Vide pp. 30 and 32.
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My Association even went so far as to agree that any British
Indians coming from Natal should undergo quarantine at
Volksrust.

My Association feels that the community is being very un-
justly treated in the matter. Europeans and Kaffirs are being
allowed to enter the Colony from Natal, so far as my Association
is aware, without any restrictions, although the plague has attacked
all communities.

At present, Durban is practically free from plague, and in
any case, there has been no plague at any time beyond Maritz-
burg.

There are in Natal hundreds of British Indian refugees await-
ing permission to return, and these are dependent, in the mean-
while, for maintenance, on their friends. It is, therefore, a double
hardship. Not only are the men themselves suffering greatly
pecuniarily owing to being prevented from returning and resum-
ing their vocations, but they are also a charge on their friends
in Natal.

My Association ventures to draw His Excellency’s atten-
tion to the fact that British Indian refugees, even when the War
was going on, never availed themselves of the Mansion House
Relief Fund! that was sent to various local committees for dis-
tribution among refugees. Relaxation has lately been made by
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor in favour of those Brit-
ish Indians who, after having entered the Colony after the War,
had to come to Natal on business and have been prevented from
returning owing to the outbreak of plague.

My Association, therefore, humbly approaches His Excellency
for relief under such conditions as may be considered necessary
as to quarantine.?

I have the honour to be,
Str,
Your obedient servant,
ABpooL GANI
CHAIRMAN, BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Pretoria Archives : LG. 90/2132 Asiatics. 1902-1906

1 This fund of £5,50,000 was created to provide relief during the Indian
famine of 1897.
2 Vide also Vol. III, pp. 540-1.



26. TELEGRAM TO P. S. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

August 18, 1903

TO
PRIVATE SECRETARY
His ExceELLENcY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

PrETORIA

ASSOCIATION VIEW HIS EXCELLENCY’S TOUR REQUESTS
RELIEF BEFORE TOUR REGARDING PLAGUE EMBARGO
INDIAN  ARRIVALS FROM NATAL.

Bias
Pretoria Archives : LG. 92/2132 Asiatics. 1902-1906

27. LETTER TO P. §. TO LT.-GOVERNOR, TRANSVAAL

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
P.O. Box 6522,
JOHANNESBURG,

September 25, 1903

TO
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY

10 His ExceELLENCY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
PrRETORIA

SIR,

As the end of this year is drawing near and the position of
the British Indians is undefined, and as the existing licences held
by old bonafide residents of the Transvaal are in danger in view
of Notice 356 of this year, and as the working of that Notice has
already caused serious inconvenience to the community represent-
ed by my Association, I have been desired by my committee to
approach His Excellency with a view to inquire whether he will
be pleased to receive a small deputation and grant a hearing

38
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on the general question in so far as immediate relief is
required.
I have the honour to remain,
Str,
Your obedient servant,
ABpooL GANI
CHAIRMAN, BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Pretoria Archives : LG. 92/2132 Asiatics. 1902-1906

28. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI

JOHANNESBURG,
November 18, 1903

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I have your letter. I have written in detail about myself to
Revashankarbhail. You will know everything from it. I cannot
make any sort of promise to your aunt?. I think I shall take an-
other four years. I do not like the idea of her staying there for
the sake of the jewellery or any such temptation. If she wishes to
stay there, she should live contented and without being a burden
to others. But if she cannot do that she has my permission to
come over. Read this to her.

Pass on the letters I am writing to Chi. Harilal and Go-
kaldas®. Send the books I have asked for and also the unframed
as well as the other photographs. Of the framed photographs,
keep those you think worth while. I am sorry that you have not
yet regained your health. Let me repeat that you must not strain
yourself because you feel ashamed. There is no warrant for mak-
ing distinctions. And where there is no sense of distinction, there
is no question of embarrassment. If your aunt or anyone else
feels hurt by anything, do not think about it when it comes to
looking after your health or performing other duties. Then alone
shall I feel happy. Bring your aunt here if she wants to come, even
if she does not wish to stay here long. I think it will be good.
But if you think that you will not feel comfortable on a steamer,
I shall not insist that you come braving hardships.

In such a case you can make alternative arrangements. I see
no harm in [your aunt] coming alone by the s.s. Nadia. Send the

1 Revashankar Jagjivan Jhaveri
2 Kasturba Gandhi
3 A nephew of Gandhiji
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books and the photographs early. Give to Mulibehn! the amount
she has not received from Bhai2. From now on make the remit-
tance to her every month. It would be good if the accounts of
Shivlalbhai and Narbheram were settled soon.
Blessings from
MoHANDAS

From the Gujarati original : C.W. 11294 Courtesy: Chhaganlal Gandhi

29. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI

JOHANNESBURG,
August 15, 1904
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

What a pity about Devchand Kothari ! I am doing my ut-
most regarding your permit. It is not at all certain that I am
going to Durban. Did you receive the two Pitman books which
were sent to you some days ago ?

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GanpHI
[PS.]
Please impress upon Abhechand® and Anandlal* the absolute
necessity of sending something every month to their father.

From the Gujarati original : C.W. 5651

30. SPEECH AT THEOSOPHICAL LODGE?

JOHANNESBURG,
[March 25, 190516

Gandhiji said he had come to the conclusion that Theosophy was Hin-
duism in theory, and that Hinduism was Theosophy in practice.

There were many admirable works in Theosophical literature which one
might read with the greatest profit, but it appeared to him that too much stress
had been laid upon mental and intellectual studies, upon argument, upon the

I Gandhiji’s sister

2 Lakshmidas Gandhi

3 & 4 Nephews of Gandhiji

5 & ¢ Gandhiji gave four lectures on religion under the auspices of the
Johannesburg Theosophical Society. This was the last of the series, delivered on
March 25, 1905. For summaries of the earlier lectures, vide Vol. IV, pp. 368-70,
375-7 and 405-9.



SPEECH AT THEOSOPHICAL LODGE 41

development of occult powers, and that the central idea of Theosophy, the
brotherhood of mankind and the moral growth of man, had been lost sight
of in these. He did not wish to suggest that such studies had no place in
a man’s life, but he thought that they should follow, not precede, the absolutely
certain course which was necessary for every life. There were certain maxims
of life, which they had not only to get an intellectual grasp of, but which

they had to weave into their very being, before they could at all follow the
great scriptures of the world.

When a man desired to qualify in any science, he had first of all to
pass an entrance examination, but they seemed to think that when they took
up a religious book, no previous preparation in any other direction was ne-
cessary, but that they could read these scriptures untaught and interpret them
for themselves; and that attitude of mind was considered to be real independ-
ence of spirit. In his opinion it was nothing but sheer licence taken with
things of which they had not the slightest knowledge. They were told in all
the Hindu scriptures that, before they could even handle these books, they
must cultivate absolutely pure and truthful lives, they must learn to control
their passions, which took them away from the central point.

The mind had been likened to an intoxicated monkey, and so it was.
If they were to analyse their minds, they would find that they had very
little reason to think ill of others, and would begin to think ill of themselves,
for they would find that they harboured within themselves robbers and mur-
derers — terms used by them so glibly in connection with others. He wished
that they would recognize a limitation in regard to their studies, and that
such limitation, instead of hampering their activity, would further their stren-
gth and enable them to soar higher.

He did not think it at all a part of their lives to extend their scope,
but thought it their duty to intensify it both with reference to their studies
and to their activities; for, if a man concentrated his attention on a particu-
lar thing or idea in life, he was likely to make much better use of himself

and of his opportunities than if he divided his attention between this, that,
and the next thing.

Hindu sages told them that to live life, no matter how hampered it
might be, no matter with what limitations, was infinitely superior to having
a mental grasp of things divine. They had taught them that, until, one by
one and step by step, they had woven these things into their lives, they
would not be able to have a grasp of the whole of the divine teaching; and
so he urged them that, if they wanted to live the real life, it was not to be
lived in that hall, it was not to be lived in Theosophical libraries, but it was
to be lived in the world around them, in the real practice of the little teach-
ing that they might have been able to grasp.

From a copy: C. W. 11295. Courtesy: Chhaganlal Gandhi; also Mahaima,
Vol. Lpp. 86-7



31. LETTER TO C. VIfAYARAGHAVACHARIAR

14 MERrRcURY LANE,
DurBaN, NATAL,
May 4, 1905
SIR,

I am requested specially to forward the enclosed to you, and
humbly to suggest that some action might be taken in the various
Legislative Councils in India, and if that be not possible, in the
Viceregal Council, though seeing that Bombay, Madras and Calcutta
[do not send] a very large number of immigrants to South Africa,
there is no reason why the local governments should not take
notice of the disabilities which the British Indians are labouring
under.

This question is one of those about which there is unanimity
of Indian and Anglo-Indian opinion; and I venture to think that
united action on the part of the non-official members will do much
for our cause. There is very little doubt that the official sympathy
would also be with us, and under the strong and sympathetic
Viceroy we have in Lord Curzon, the great question which
underlies our disabilities (as put by the London 7imes: “May the
British Indians when they leave India have the same status before
the law as other British subjects enjoy? May they or may they
not go freely from one British possession to another and claim the
rights of British subjects in allied states?’’) cannot but be decided
favourably if only it is sufficiently brought to His Excellency’s
attention.

I remain,
Str,
Yours obediently,
M. K. GanDHI

From the original : C. Vijayaraghavachariar Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Me-
morial Museum and Library
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32. PETITION TO COLONIAL SECRETARY, TRANSVAAL!
[Before September 30, 1905]?

TO
Tue HoNoOURABLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
PrRETORIA

Tue PetrTioNn oF HOLDERS OF StanDs IN THE MAray LocATION,
JOHANNESBURG, BEING MALAY AND OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE CROWN

HUMBLY SHEWETH,

That your petitioners have been resident in what is known
as the Malay Location in Johannesburg for a number of years.

The Malay Location was established about the year 1893.

Your petitioners have held stands in the Location as monthly
tenants for a number of years, but they have never been hitherto
disturbed in their occupation.

Many of your petitioners have built very substantial premises
of burnt-brick. Others have wood and iron buildings, but the
majority of them are, in your petitioners’ estimation, more or
less expensive structures.

Some time before the year 1899 an attempt was made by
the late Boer Government to dispossess your petitioners and to
remove them to some other site, but through the intervention of
the then British Agent, the attempt was frustrated.

Your petitioners often approached the then British Agent
during the Boer regime for a fixed tenure of the stands in their
possession but they were not able to secure relief although the
fullest sympathy was expressed with your petitioners.

Your petitioners are law-abiding British subjects. They have
always observed the sanitary regulations and there never has
been any complaint made either with reference to the quality
of their residences or their mode of living.

The want of definiteness about their holdings very consider-
ably hampers your petitioners.

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that the Govern-
ment will be pleased to allow your petitioners to have some

1 This was signed by most of the stand-holders in the Malay Location.
2 From the date of publication of Indian Opinion
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fixed tenure of the stands in the Malay Location, and for this
act of justice and mercy your petitioners, as in duty bound,
shall for ever pray.

Indian Opinion, 30-9-1905

33. FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI
[After October 2, 19051

. will send it after inspecting it. Enclosed are a credit
note and the particulars of a new subscriber. Please see if they
are in order.

Send me a list of subscribers in Johannesburg who have
not yet paid their subscriptions for [previous years].

Let me know the rate we charged for [publishing] in the
Gujarati section [of Indian Opinion] the names of contributors
to the Dabhel Madressa Fund?, as the Sanatana Dharma Sabha
of Germiston wants to have names of contributors published in
Indian Opinion. That. . ..

From a copy of the Gujarati : S.N. 4742

34. LETTER TO MOHANLAL KHANDERIA
Sunday, Fanuary 14, 1906

BHAISHRI MOHANLAL,

I got your letter and the notice served on you. You have
sent the notice by Mr. Glelanberg. In the letter you refer to a
summons, but you have not sent a copy. I don’t know what I
can say from here. Of course you will have to put up a de-
fence there. I think you must win in this case. I could have
been more definite if you had sent the summons. If your trans-
lation of the Gujarati into English is correct, the gentleman will
be able to do nothing to you. If the case is not likely to come
up on the 16th, it will be better for you to come over here
with the papers. I too have heard that some Muslims have

1 From the reference to Dabhel Madressa Fund the letter appears to have
been written after the one to the addressee, dated October 2, 1905; vide Vol.
V, pp. 87-8.

2 A Muslim school at Dabhel in Gujarat for which donations were being
collected in South Africa
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been trying to create difficulties, but you need not be anxious
because of that. It is necessary to have patience. If you, on
your part, show no anger, everything will subside by and by. I
got your letter only today, that is, Sunday.
With regards from
M. K. GanpHI

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6207

35. LETTER TO MOHANLAL KHANDERIA

21-24 Court CHAMBERS,
JOHANNESBURG,
Fanuary 16, 1906

BHAISHRI MOHANLAL,

I got the summons. Judging from it, I believe no harm
can come to you. I don’t think it will be proper to involve
me in this matter; I will come, though, if you have any fears.
If the matter can be settled out of court, there will be no harm;
in fact it will be better.

Let me know to what date the case is adjourned and also
inform me about the outcome. I shall send Chi. Chhaganlal if
possible. Just now, he is busy collecting dues here.

With regards from
M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 6208

36. LETTER TO MOHANLAL KHANDERIA

21-24 Court CHAMBERS,
JOHANNESBURG,
Fanuary 18, 1906

BHAI MOHANLAL,

I have your letter. If you insist, I will go, but I would
advise you not to call me. At present, it will be better to keep
me out of a dispute which has taken on a communal colour, be
it only the slightest. Even if you call me, I shall not be able
to appear in Court on your behalf in case I am required to
give evidence about the books [of account] in Gujarati. I feel,
therefore, that you should engage a local pleader. If he applies
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for the Gujarati and the English books to be sent to me for
inspection and for a commission to be sent here to take my
evidence, it will be possible for me to give evidence from here.
It will be enough for you to prove that you had to write out
the accounts from entries in Gujarati and that you have done
this with accuracy. Even if you have made a mistake some-
where, he will have to prove that that has resulted in a loss to
him and only then will he be entitled to damages. This is all
very difficult, but, if the local pleader is even moderately capa-
ble, you will come to no harm at all. You may get in touch
with a pleader there and see what he says. Come up here after-
wards and then we shall consider if it is necessary for me to go
there. However, I leave everything to you.

With regards from
M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 6209

37. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI

[Before March 9, 190671
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

Things there have not quite settled down yet. Turn your
stay in Phecenix to the best account. You have submitted long
enough to what others say; now you should open your mouth.
Put to Sam? again and again the arguments I used to advance.
Ask Bean?® to be frank and talk things over with him. Encourage
West* and see that you three brothers’ work in such spirit and
have such understanding among vyourselves that you make only
the best impression on others. Whatever is to be done about
Hemchand, do immediately. Call him to Pheenix, if that is
best. Observe how Rama and Rajkumar behave. Encourage
them too. I am convinced that the resolution that has been
adopted is the right one. The case containing Mr. Polak’s books
did not arrive, after all. There has been some misunderstanding.

1 From the reference to Bean in the letter, this appears to have been
written before the one to the addressee, dated March 9, 1906; vide Vol. V,
pp. 219-20.

2 Govindaswami, engineer in the Phcenix settlement

3 A. J. Bean

4 Albert Hume West

5 The addressee, his brother Maganlal Gandhi and his cousin Anandlal
Gandhi
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I am writing again to Sheth Rustomjee’s! people. If you go to
town, please inquire.

Blessings from
MoHANDAS

From the Gujarati original : S.N. 4764

38. FRAGMENT OF A LETTER

[After March 9, 190612

... I have written asking to be sent local news. If you re-
ceive anything from him, publish it as ‘From Our Correspondent’.
Certainly do the necessary editing. The cases containing the
books have been received. But the one containing Mr. Polak’s
books has not arrived. I cannot understand why. They write
from Rustomjee Sheth’s that it has been dispatched. A solitary
book was received : I wonder if they mean that.

Despite there being no job work who on the paper3 is hard
up? I can understand about the Gujarati section. All the same,
in this matter follow for the time being any practice that works.

If you feel that I should write to Hemchand, let me know.
I will then write further.

I understand about the kitchen door.

Let me know how much Gujarati Gokaldas does.

Blessings from
MoHANDAS
[PS.]
Heidelberg, etc. ...

From the Gujarati original : S.N. 4679

1 Parsee Rustomjee

2 From the reference to the case containing Polak’s books this appears
to have been written after ‘‘Letter to Chhaganlal Gandhi’’; vide the preceding
item.

3 Indian Opinion



39. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI
Sunday, 3 a.m., [On or after March 11, 1906]

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I sent some articles yesterday. I am sending some more with
Dalal. The rest I am writing now. If possible, I will despatch
them by the evening mail. I will send them by book-post. Let me
know when you receive them. Last week I posted them on Sun-
day but I see from your letter that you had not received them
by the morning of Tuesday. I do not understand this delay. I
cannot find time except on Saturdays and Sundays. So I want
that you should get the Sunday mail on time. I am looking
for a remedy from this end.

It will be good if Mr. Beanis given a warm send-off and
presented an address. All of you should get together and pre-
sent him a short address. On the last day, you should dine with
him. All this will be in order. Go to see him off. Discuss this
with Mr. West.

Blessings from
MOHANDAS

[PS.]
What happened to the two missing pages from Omar Sheth’s
article?

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 6086

I From the reference to the farewell to Bean this letter appears to have
been written after the letter to Chhaganlal Gandhi dated March 9, 1906;
vide Vol. V, p. 219. The following Sunday fell on this date.
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40. LETTER TO HAJEE ISMAIL HAJEE ABOOBAKER JHAVERI

21-24 Court CHAMBERS,
CorNER Rissik STREET,
P.O. Box 5622,
JOHANNESBURG,

March 28, 1906

SHETH SHRI HAJEE ISMAIL HAJEE ABOOBAKER JHAVERI,

I got your cables. The deed was received today, duly regis-
tered. No pains have been spared. However, we could not suc-
ceed in retaining the property in the name of the late Sheth
Aboobaker or his heirs. In my opinion, we had no option but
to take the step we did.! I don’t think there is any risk to you
in what has been done. It is true that the property is not in
your name, but it is yours all the same. That is the deed. The
will is to that effect and, to make things doubly sure, we have
also secured a bond to the same effect. You have, therefore, no
need to worry at all. One copy of the deed, signed by you, will
have to be given to the Registrar. Sheth is sending it for your
signature.

I am hopeful that the property may yet be transferred to
your name. We are moving in the matter. A representation
has been sent to England. We were not in a position to chal-
lenge the law in the Privy Council but I am corresponding on
a political level. Whether or no they amend the law in other
respects, efforts are being made for provision of legal authority
for the transfer of this property to your name.? Meanwhile, it
remains yours to all intents and purposes. Its enjoyment rests
with you. Also, the rent which it yields will be wholly yours.

I hope you are keeping fit.

Regards from
M. K. GanpHI

Hajr IsmAIL ABOOBAKER JHAVERI, Esq.
PORBUNDER

From a photostat of the Gujarati : C.W. 3296. Courtesy: Jhaveri Brothers
1 Vide Vol. V, pp. 267-9.
2 Vide Vol. V, pp. 388 and 391.
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41. JOHANNESBURG LETTER

JOHANNESBURG,
April 13, 1906

CauTtioN TO INDIAN LAND-OWNERS IN TRANSVAAL

I have come across a very important case which concerns
the vast majority of Indians who own land in the Transvaal. A
certain Indian holds land in the name of a White. He has se-
cured no bond from the latter, who is practically on the verge
of insolvency. It has now become extremely difficult to save
this land. The White himself is eager enough to help. He has
no right over the land but, since there is no bond against it,
there is every danger of his creditors swallowing it up. If a
bond had been secured from the White in time, no such contin-
gency would have arisen. After this case, it is imperative that
every Indian who holds land in the name of a White should se-
cure a bond against it, however trustworthy the White may be;
otherwise he will run the risk of being put to a severe loss.

PerMiT CASE

There has been a noteworthy permit case in the magistrate’s
court here. I stated in a previous letter that two Indians had
been arrested.! One of them was charged with having entered
without a permit. The magistrate gave notice to the first Indian
to leave within seven days and dismissed the case against the
second on the ground that he had no jurisdiction, since the
application the Indian had made for a permit was made in
Durban, and for some other reasons.

Mr. Gunvantrai Desai and many other Indians have Ileft
Johannesburg for India.

The deputation about the Malay Location which was to wait
on Sir Richard Solomon has done so. I hope to be able to give
more information about this next week.?

[From Gujarati]

Indian Opinion, 21-4-1906

1 Vide Vol. V, p. 259.
2 Ibid, p. 288.
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42. NATAL SHOPS ACT

The Natal Store Employees’ Association published a long
statement in The Advertiser concerning the Act that has been passed
regarding the closing time of shops in Natal. We gave a summary
of it. We wrote strongly against it in our English section! and
the Secretary of the Association has replied to that. Apart from
showering abuse, he has nothing in particular to say. It is a good
thing, he says, that Indians have been forced to submit to the Act,
and that they have suffered so much in consequence. There is no
doubt, he adds, that Indians used to keep the shops open up to 11
in the evening. He is still not able, however, to give any proof of this.

We have again commented? on this in the English section above
and asked the Secretary to produce evidence in support of his charge.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-5-1906

43. A PLEDGE?

September 27, 1906

We, the undersigned, propose that Mr. Abdul Gani or, in his
place, Mr. Essop Mian or Mr. Ahmed Coovadia and Mr. Haji
Ojeer Ally and Mr. Gandhi should be on the deputation going
to England. We give the assurance that we shall do our utmost
to see that these men are not prevented from obtaining new
registration and we pledge our word that whatever the difficulties,
we ourselves will definitely not obtain re-registration. But this is
on condition that the deputation, or at least Mr. Gandhi, should
reach the Transvaal before the first of January.

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 4376

1 Vide Vol. V, pp. 240-1.

2 Ibid, p. 294.

3 This was signed by 29 persons. Presumably this was the ¢‘individual
pledge from leading Indians” mentioned in Safyagraha in South Africa; vide
Vol. XXIX, pp. 97-8.

The deputation comprising Gandhiji and Haji Ojeer Ally left for Lon-
don on October 1 ‘“‘to submit to the Imperial authorities the Indian view of
the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance”; vide Vol. V, pp. 458-9.
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44. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI

Fanuary 8, 1907

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I saw the Secretary of the Hamidia [Islamic Society] again
today in connection with its regulations. He lays the blame on
you, saying that the proofs were sent after two months ! Is this
right? He has now promised to return the proofs and the report
on Friday.

Don’t forget that you are to send me a list of simple books
in Hindi and Tamil.

Approach the men from whom no advertisements have been
received, and some others as well. Let me know what happens.

I am also sending some matter.

Blessings from
MoHANDAS
From the Gujarati original : S.N. 4681

45. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI

Fanuary 11, 1907
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I have your letter. I can well understand how you must be
working. I know, too, that you cannot leave Phoenix. It is because
Kalyandas! is so enthusiastic that a long programme has been
drawn up for him. All the same, he will be there on the 19th
at the latest. I will instruct him to reach on the 18th. He will
leave tomorrow. By staying on, he could clear the entire Johan-
nesburg list. I will arrange about Suleman Ismail’s advertisement.
Do not take it out for the present.

I am sending a letter from Suleman Essop. It carries my
comments. Print only these. The letter is not to be printed. I
hope whatever I send is being kept in a separate jacket or in
some such manner that it does not get mislaid.

1 Kalyandas Jagmohandas Mehta
52
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Add the following names as new subscribers. Hemchand will
send a credit note when their subscriptions are received here.
Mr. V. Naidoo
Wellington, C.C.
Messrs K. U. Naidoo & Co.
Robertson
Send copies of the last three or four issues to both. But enter
them as subscribers from January only. See that everyone who
arrives in Phoenix feels at home.
Blessings from
MoHANDAS
[PS.]
Let me know at your convenience the expenditure at Phce-
nix on my account, and also ask Miss West! to give the figure.

From the Gujarati original : S.N. 4682

46. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI
[Before Fanuary 14, 190712

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I have your letter. I don’t get The Mercury at all these days.
Send me the back numbers, or cuttings.

As for the matter, I am sending five items today. More
tomorrow.

I have sent an article entitled ‘“White Races !”” Give a Guja-
rati translation of it, and also of Sir Charles Dilke’s® speech. You
will find it in India.

I have written to Mr. West today asking him to give a photo-
graph of the Amir* as supplement in the English section. Please
attend to that. The thing must be done very soon. The feature’
I will write and send.

You have not sent the customs form along with the parcels.
Why ?

MOHANDAS
From the Gujarati original : C.W. 11159. Courtesy: Chhaganlal Gandhi

1 Ada West

2 The addressee received this letter on January 14, 1907; oide also the
following item.

3 Charles Wentworth Dilke, British Member of Parliament; wvide also
Vol. VI, p. 105, fn. 1.

4 Habibullah Khan of Afghanistan

5 Vide Vol. VI, pp. 281-2.



47. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI
Fanuary 14, 1907

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I sent some matter yesterday. Today, I send something about
the Hejaz Railway and an incomplete feature about the Amir.
The rest I shall write out tonight. All this must appear this
week. I wrote to you earlier about the Amir’s photograph. Let
me know how many extra copies sell. What I write tonight will
be in your hands on Thursday. That will be in time.

The list of persons in Johannesburg from whom subscriptions
have been collected has been misplaced. Ask Kalyandas about it.

About publishing names, please speak to Mr. West yourself
and be emphatic about it. He may entrust the work to Manial,
if he chooses. I will also write. One should sometimes use one’s
discretion in matters like these.

Your devoting an hour between 8 and 9 to Manilal will
naturally provoke resentment. It looks improper that you should
do private work for me during Press hours. It should be enough,
therefore, if you can give him any time before 8 in the morning
or some time in the evening. It should be left to his luck what
he can learn in that time.

I have promised a piano to Mania and that is what stands
in the way. If he is agreeable, by all means save the expense for
the present.

It was good that an appeal for a band was made. I feel this
begging is selfless. If a band is secured, everyone will share in the
benefit. I see its need for [every] one of us. I don’t think
Mr. West has made any mistake in this matter. It is not necessary
to spend much effort on the thing. The loss of one day doesn’t
matter. We want ultimately to save time. The men we have are
not yet well trained; when they are, all work will proceed apace.

I will give my views about the Hindi [section] after I hear
from you again. It is certain, however, that the venture will
be possible only if we are assured of subscribers in advance.

There is no objection to giving the market rates in the English
section. They would go better, however, in the Gujarati section

1 Manilal Gandhi
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or in the advertisement columns. The English section is purely
political at present; therefore, market rates will appear out of
place in it.

I will write about the bill for the Anti-Indian Law Fund
after giving some thought to it.

Ismail Mia has agreed to have the advertisement without a
block. You may therefore have it so. Perhaps he will pay only
for the reduced space.

Give me full particulars about the cuttings that have been
left over.

I have written to Beck to say hat I cannot recommend
patent medicines to anyone, since most of them seem to have no stuff
in them.

Give me more news about Ritch!. The poster should be in
English too. I will write to Mr. West.

Blessings from
MoHANDAS

From the Gujarati original : S.N. 4684. Courtesy : Chhaganlal Gandhi

48. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI
[Before Fanuary 16, 19077*

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,
I have gone through the latest issue of India. Apart from
giving any abstracts from it, if there is anything special worth
translating, a translation should be given as a separate article.
There is no letter from you today. I received the telegram. The
Shah [of Iran] is not much thought of here. However, there is
no harm in giving a photograph, if a good one is available. The
Amir is a Sunni and the Muslim community here is also of the
same sect, and so they are interested in reading more about him.
The Shah is a Shia. I write all this for your information in case
you don’t know.
Blessings from
MOHANDAS

I L.W. Ritch
2 This letter is placed in the source before another dated January 16, 1907.
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[PS.]

Look into the comments I have made in the accompanying
paper and make such use of them as you think best. If you are
busy, pass the paper, as it is, to Thakkar!.

From the Gujarati original : S.N. 4786

49. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI

Wednesday, [On or before Fanuary 23, 19077?
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I have not yet answered the points you raised in your letter
of the 9th.

I did not follow what Mr. Anglia3 and Mr. Osman said
about advertisements.

I want a list in English, with prices, of Hindi and Tamil
books available with Mr. Abdool Haq or Doraisamy. A White
wants such books for Indians who work with him, that is, he
wants books which Indians of average ability and knowing some
Hindi or Tamil can understand. I have promised him a list.

Let me know what happened about the demand for a Hindi
section.

I have not yet selected a photograph for the block.

I have great faith in you. I am in no position to give
thought to myself. There is much work to be done. We are
only a few, and not all of us well up in general knowledge. As
I think of all this, I feel inclined to send you immediately to
England. I want to know, however, if you have fully grasped
the Indian problem here. What do you feel yourself? What
encouragement is Maganlal likely to give ? What does Anandlal
think? All the same I want your opinion immediately whether
Thakkar can assume the responsibility for the Gujarati section.
I should like you to sail off, —no harm even if it takes four
months — provided of course Maganlal agrees to share the finan-
cial burden and Miss West picks up the accounts. I leave it
to you whether or not to talk to others. You may talk about
it only if you think fit. If you yourself feel that you should not
go yet, there is no need to pursue the matter further.

I Harilal Thakkar
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