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PREFACE

During the period covered by this Volume (July 18, 1941-April
1947) Gandhiji had been the busiest person. In fact the matter
pertaining to this period has already been covered in our fourteen
volumes (Vols. LXXIV to LXXXVII). What necessitates the
existence of this volume is the matter which we received when the
volumes in which it was to be included were already published.
When we began arranging the residuary matter again in a chronologi-
cal order, it made four volumes, the present volume being the last
(though not of the entire series). Text-wise the series goes up to
Volume XCVII. Two volumes of cumulative Subject Index and
Name Index, as also a Volume of Prefaces make the series a
hundred-volume set. In fact what ends with the present volume is
chronology within the chronology.

The volume carries important correspondence of Gandhiji
with persons instrumental in deciding the fate of new India, precious
documents, useful discussions and timely decisions. It has Gandhiji's
draft for Congress Constitution which reflects his concern for the
nation in general and villages in particular (pp. 227-9), followed by
his reflections on Congress Constitution (p. 229). Gandhiji prepares
a resolution on the Indian resisters in South Africa. This resolution
is on behalf of the AICC and praises the Indian settlers in South
Africa who once more offered "satyagraha in the land of its birth
against a law imposing on them a colour bar far more sinister than the
one against which they had put up a brave fight between 1907 and
1914 ". The AICC "congratulates the handful of satyagrahis on their
brave but unequal action against heavy odds" (p. 284).

Gandhiji formulates steps for the Congress-League coalition at
the centre. The move for this was initiated by Bhulabhai Desai in
early January 1945 (pp. 184-5). lJinnah and Liaquat Khan's stand
worries Gandhiji. Government starts arrests and Gandhiji instructs
Bhulabhai "to talk in a firm tone and tell the Viceroy that this will not
do" (p.187). Not only this, Gandhiji had other fears too. He says
"Viceroy will create Hindu Mahasabha and other such parties. But
we are not accepting them. There are only two parties Congress and
League. Sikhs and Harijans, we have accepted as a conces-
sion" (p. 188).
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Pethick-Lawrence in his letter to Abul Kalam Azad had
invited Congress to discussions on the basis of a scheme which, inter
alia, envisaged "two groups of Provinces, the one of the predomi-
nantly Hindu Provinces and the other of the predominantly Muslim
Provinces" with residuary "sovereign rights". Azad had objected to
the classification of the Provinces in terms of "predominantly Hindu
and predominantly Muslim" and also to the term sovereign being
applied to the residuary rights. Pethick-Lawrence in his reply
expressed his inability to make any "textual alterations" in the
proposal as conveyed in his letter. In a draft reply to Lord Pethick-
Lawrence on the same subject, which was to be sent by Abul Kalam
Azad, Gandhiji clarifies his position: "You yourself admit that your
scheme is a recommendation. Therefore at no stage can there be
any compulsion read into it. The Congress has never taken the power
nor has it any desire to compel a single unit. And I know, as a matter
of fact, that neither the Frontier Province nor Assam nor the Sikhs
of the Punjab will submit to any compulsion. They have signified
their intention of not joining any group whatsoever. All I wish to say
is that the scheme cannot be used for the purpose of compelling
acceptance by any unit or group. The whole beauty of it resides in
its voluntary character which should not be impaired. But, of
willingness to conclude a treaty will always be there. But the treaty
must be a voluntary act on the part of Independent India. If it
presupposes compulsion, there is no Independence."

At the same time he writes notes on Interim Government to be
sent to Qaide Azam M.A. Jinnah by Jawaharlal Nehru: "No refer-
ence to the Viceroy at any stage on any matter; League to nominate
all League quota of Muslims whenever vacancy occurs; Congress to
nominate other members including other minorities including nation-
alist Muslims; communal safeguards shall be decided by joint consul-
tation subject to reference to arbitration in point of difference; Vice-
President to be from the Congress; the Chairman of the inner cabinet
to be the leader of the House; the Congress would like Q.A. to join
the I.G."

Gandhiji had been cautious enough in his correspondence on
important subjects even if it was done by someone else and he simply
prepared the draft. Secondly, he had a very firm stand and he would
stick to it come what may. Extracts from his two letters to Abul
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Kalam Azad can be quoted to prove this: "Lawrence told me last
night that you had written to him suggesting some alterations in his
letter and that he had sent you a reply. What is all this? I could not
say much in the matter but I did not like it. I am perplexed. It looks
like I shall have to go to Simla. The mind shrinks from the thought.
I feel somewhere in some way we are committing a mistake"
(p- 271).

"The third is a personal matter. Ever since I first heard the
Viceroy's proclamation, that is, while I was still at Panchgani, I have
been shouting that the Congress cannot accept the principle of parity
between Muslims and non-Harijan Hindus, an organization of Hindus
alone. Even if I am the only one among crores to do so, I shall refuse
to be a party to it. I do not care if the negotiations break down on this,
for I know and believe that the moment you try to form a national
government at the centre in this way you will be laying a wrong
foundation" (p. 212).

He was equally firm on the issue of British army of occupation
to leave India. In a letter to Major Short he writes: "The note is
something quite different from what you said yesterday. For one
thing it does not contemplate independence. It seems to take
Pakistan for granted. As I said yesterday nothing can be done so
long as the British Army of occupation remains. The people can't be
natural so long as their territory is occupied. Therefore, there is no
meeting-ground in the note" (p. 272). In his letter to Horace G.
Alexander he endorses his stand: "you have frankly given me your
reaction to the situation in Calcutta. I wholly endorse your first
reaction. It is in every way undesirable for the Congress to rely upon
British troops or even police for upholding authority and keeping law
and order. It is tantamount to suicide."

This busy man believes in constantly working for a mission.
For him, "Man is not a lifeless machine, though he should work like
a machine; he is a conscious being and while working as a machine
he should work with faith and intelligence, that is to say, with his
heart and his mind. Only then will he shine and succeed in his effort"
(p. 208).

On Howard Goldstein's invitation to Gandhiji to attend the San
Francisco Conference at Glendora in the suburbs of Los Angeles,
Pyarelal replies on behalf of Gandhiji: "He has not much faith in the
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value of more verbal talks. He is trying to forge the message of non-
violence through his work in India. If he shows visible success here
the world will get the message it needs. Therefore the conscientious
objectors who are going to meet near Glendora would do well to
closely study what he has been saying and doing in India. Particu-
larly, they should study his writings preceding and after the 8th
August, 1942 — Resolution of the Congress. They reflect the working
of a non-violent mind in the face of the greatest crisis in the world's
history" (p. 208).

Gandhiji has a firm faith in non-violence and he goes on
educating people about it: "I can understand the hardship resulting
from the refusal of the farmers to sell the stocks of grains lying with
them to the Government at rates lower than they can afford. But the
looting of Government grain stocks cannot be called non-violent
whether it is done after serving prior notice or not" (p. 124). "I cannot
include acts like sabotage of railways, etc., in non-violence" (p. 124).
"It is of course not easy to decide a programme for someone who is
bent upon facing bullets in a non-violent way but it is not impossible.
One is not duty bound to give one's name. Informing about the action
contemplated would suffice. If at the time fixed one finds that no one
has come to the spot because the notice, being anonymous, had been
thrown away, another notice can be sent. If this is done again and
again, one day the tiger is sure to come. However, do not conclude
from this that I consider the programme mentioned in the second
question non-violent even if carried out after giving prior informa-
tion" (p. 124).

It was the time of the World War II which Gandhiji condemns
as a crime against humanity: "The rivers of blood that are daily
flowing in this war which is without parallel in barbarity and ferocity
should convince even the confirmed sceptic of the utter immortality
of the war. Except for hypnotism which hardens even the sense of
perception, there should not be any difficulty in perceiving the crime
against humanity which the present war means" (p. 53). Gandhiji
seems to have been advising not only everyone in the Congress but
perhaps on every subject also. Here is an extract from Letter to
Jawaharlal Nehru: "It dwells on the question of who should be the
Congress President in view of the fact that you will be the Prime
Minister. You incline in favour of Maulana Saheb. This I do not
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understand and cannot understand. In my view, Maulana Saheb
should not accept nomination. Maulana Saheb hesitates to accept
ministership. The responsibilities of the President, especially in the
present juncture are I feel arduous. But in my view it is not the only
reason why he should not be president. I cannot accept, too, that
other than Maulana Saheb, Sardar Patel and Rajendra Babu, no
suitable person can be found.

"I cannot definitely say who else will be suitable because I am
not any more in very close touch with the Congress organization.

"One thing more. It is also a question as to who should be the
President of the Constituent Assembly. I shall not write anything
more about it now, because it is not certain whether the Constituent
Assembly will meet"(p. 296).

He had advised K.M. Munshi to leave the Congress as the
latter could not conform to the explicit Poona Resolution of the
Congress on internal disorders, passed on July 28, 1940. In the
course of his discussions with Gandhiji, Mr. Munshi had accepted in
the abstract the principle of ahimsa with all its implications, but felt
the greatest difficulty in acting upon it. During the riots in Bombay
he thought it was difficult to convince Hindus to defend themselves
through ahimsa. With him the question was not one of interpretation
of Congress Resolutions but of being truthful to himself and to the
country. Gandhiji advised him that the only dignified and brave
course for him was to resign from the Congress. This much had
already been covered in detail in Vol. LXXIV. In the present
Volume Gandhiji in a letter to Sarojini Naidu explains: "I cannot be
held responsible for what he does after severing his connection with
the Congress. Those who know me understand that such influence
as I can exert on Shri Munshi must still be on the side of non-violence.
Those who do not trust me will impute motives to me which I can only
disprove by my conduct" (p. 1).

Gandhiji is throughout busy — sending Jawaharlal Nehru to
have discussion with Maharaja of Kashmir, advising T. Prakasam on
the latter's ambitious programme of Basic Education and Industries
in Madras State as also asking him to provide full facts regarding
Sriramulu's resolve to go on fast on the issue of Harijan-entry in
temples, writing to H.S. Suhrawardy on Hindu-Muslim question in
Bihar and clarifying to Lord Samuel the position of Congress on
forming a truly national government.
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NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, other than that available in
mere copies, every endeavour has been made to adhere strictly to the
original. Obvious typographical errors have been corrected and
words abbreviated in the text generally spelt out. Variant spellings
of names have, however, been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors,
Quoted passages, where there are in English, have been set up in
small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of speeches,
as also passages which are not by Gandhiji have been set up in small
type.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with the
original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand
corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied within
square brackets, the reasons being given where necessary. The
writings are placed under the date of publication, except where they
carry a date-line or where the date of writing is ascertainable.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in the Sabarmati Ashram Preservation and Memorial Trust
and Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N. refers to those available in the
Gandhi National Museum and Library (Rashtriya Gandhi
Sangrahalaya), New Delhi and C.W. denotes documents secured by
the Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

A list of sources relating to the matter covered is given at the
end of the volume.
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1. LETTER TO SAROJINI NAIDU

SEVAGRAM, via WARDHA (C.P.),
July 18, 1941
MY DEAR SINGER,
I have been too busy seeing people to overtake even important
letters like yours.

As to Mr. Munshi?, my position is clear. When he could not
conform to the explicit resolution? of the Congress on internal disorders,
I had no option but to advise him to leave.® I cannot be held responsible
for what he does after severing his connection with the Congress. Those
who know me understand that such influence as I can exert on Shri
Munshi must still be on the side of non-violence. Those who do not
trust me will impute motives to me which I can only disprove by my
conduct.

As to the workers, they are bound by the Congress resolution
I have quoted in my letter to Shri Munshi. The Congress policy binds
them to non-violence in the struggle with the Government as also in
dealing with communal riots and the like. Is not this crystal clear ?

Love.

Yours,
SPINNER

From the original : Padmaja Naidu Papers. Courtesy : Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library

2. LETTER TO SAROJINI NAIDU

SEVAGRAM, via WARDHA (C.P.),
July 18, 1941
DEAR SINGER,

I agree that I should move about if I can. But I must repudiate
the charge that my judgment goes astray by my being cut off from
outside contact. I have breathed not a word about the undue deaths.
And in my letter to Padmaja, I simply told her what the papers had

' K. M. Munshi
2 Passed at Poona on July 28, 1940
3 Vide Vol. LXXIV, pp. 112-14.
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suggested. Mark my extraordinary care in avoiding all public reference
without testing the truth of the allegations through no less an authority
than sober Padmaja. I therefore accept your apology in anticipation.

Love.
SPINNER

From the original: Padmaja Naidu Papers. Courtesy : Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library

3. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR
July 18, 1941

CHI. SUSHILA,

I have told Prabha to write you a long letter today and it will
be going with this. Now you have to spend only six days there. Yes,
if you have a chance of gaining experience in different hospitals during
this year I should like it, that is, if you are able to get away from
Delhi for a few months. If you can have a month in Bombay, a month
in Calcutta and a month in Madras, your experience would be enriched.
The necessary arrangement can be easily made. I expect you to be
so well prepared this time that there will be no doubt at all about
your passing, and you will have also gained a lot of experience.

Kishorelal has already written to you about Tari' yesterday.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

4. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

July 19, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have your letter. You will not be required to go to Panchgani.
Taribehn is welcome. But I think she may as well go to Delhi. Just
across there is a hospital with air-conditioning facilities. Ghanshyamdas?
has drawn my attention to it.

! Tara, daughter of Kishorelal Mashruwala
2 Ghanshyamdas Birla
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Das's patient is doing quite well. He is taking 2 Ib. of milk. Khan
Saheb is still running a slight temperature. He is taking milk and Ovaltine.
Today he was also given some soup.

Mahadevbhai is going to Bombay today. He will no doubt meet you.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

5. LETTER TO PURUSHOTTAMDAS TRIKAMDAS

SEVAGRAM, via WARDHA (C. P.),
July 19, 1941
BHAI PURUSHOTTAM,

These days all my time is taken up with meeting people. As a
result I am only today in a position to deal with five or six days'
accumulated post. Your letter forms part of it.

The question of the Soviet Union is too deep for you to understand.
In this matter I have appointed Jawaharlal my captain. What you say
is perfectly true. Had he been a free man he would certainly have
taken some steps. Today's Russia is not the Russia of Lenin. And Russia
is not a small country. Vanquishing Russia will be an arduous task.
Russia has no use for mere lip sympathy. Moreover England is already
assisting her and when England is there, India which is England's slave
is also there. How can those who stand for a free India speak in the
matter ? Such are my difficulties. Therefore in this regard you may
as well forget me.

Now about Salivati. It is good you had her message conveyed to
Jawaharlal. The Poona resolution is as good as dead. But I am not
going to answer any questions from reporters. My silence is dear to

me.
Blessings from

M. K. GANDHI

From the Gujarati original: Purushottamdas Trikamdas Papers. Courtesy : Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library



6. LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR

SEVAGRAM, via WARDHA,
July 19, 1941
CHL LILI,

Your complaint is justified. I was caught in a very heavy schedule
of work. Now there is hope of a little respite. You have deliberately
spoilt your health. You used to have a sense of balance. Now eat
well and improve your health. Keep me fully posted. Mahadev will
have given you the razor. Clean it by applying oil on it. Now you may
have to give up tea. I shall not be able to tolerate even slow or any
other type of fever or ailment. Your good health should never be spoilt.
If necessary, take some leave and come here.

Blessings from
Baru
SHRI LILAVATIBEHN UDESHI
Kanit KHETSI CHHATRALAYA
MINT ROAD
BomBay ForRT

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

7. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

July 20, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

There is no post from you today. Taribehn must have arrived there.
Examine her and let me know.

You had mentioned something about breaking a glass. How crazy
you are ! If you go on paying every time something breaks, all your
funds will be exhausted. Hence, give up that idea.

Kanchan and Kusum Desai have come today.

Blessings from
Bapu

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar



8. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

July 21, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have of course been writing to you at the hospital address as
you desired. It is surprising that you have not received the letters. This
letter is also being sent at the same address. I hope your going to
another hospital will not make any difference.

Enclosed is a letter from Dr. Gopichand addressed to you. Here
too the rains have stopped, and hence the days are hot. The nights
are lovely.

Khan Saheb runs temperature between 99° and 89.4°. The
temperature is normal in the morning. Bhansali has fallen ill. He has
gout in the legs. He has been fasting since yesterday and has taken
saline.

Veeramma drank potassium permanganate in a fit of anger.® It was
immediately discovered. She was given lime to drink and made to vomit.
She became all right.

Soon it will be the 25th !

Blessings from
Bapu

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

9. LETTER TO DR. GOPICHAND BHARGAVA

SEVAGRAM, via WARDHA (C.P.),
[July 22, 1941)?
DEAR DR. GOPICHAND,
If the measure is compulsory, your school has to submit. If it is
optional, you may ignore it.
Yours,
Baru
DRr. GOPICHAND BHARGAvVA
LaipATRAI BHAVAN
LAHORE, PUNJAB

From the original : Dr. Gopichand Bhargava Papers. Courtesy : Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library

! Vide also Vol. LXXIV, p. 174.
2 From the postmark



10. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

July 22, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have your letter. Whatever the cost of the glass, you have to
bear it. But you must definitely have stamps in your pocket. You could
have taken them from Dr. Gilder. Right now you are excused even
for that.

I think whatever may have been decided about Pyarelal's stay
there, etc., is appropriate.

Now I shall be writing you only one letter.

You have quite a few patients to handle. Kunvarji! is causing some
anxiety. You did well in going to Jugatram?

Now there is not much time. You should receive all my letters.

Blessings from
Bapru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

11. LETTER TO DR. GOPICHAND BHARGAVA

SEVAGRAM,
July 24, 1941
DEAR DR. GOPICHAND,

This is about your letter of 14th. I have found you to be weak
in action and that out of your overgoodness. Overgoodness leads to
weakness. It means a disposition not to offend people even at the
cost of suppression of truth. My firm advice to you is that you should
talk to Mian Saheb® with the utmost candour and he will respond.
If he has suspicion he will tell you so. He is young and inexperienced
but straight and brave. This is my analysis of him. You should have
gone to Solan and Simla. When he definitely asked you not to go to
Manorlal, it was well to respect his wishes. But you were not bound
always to carry out his wishes except in strict Congress matters. You
must build up your opinions and enforce them when enforcement

! Kunvarji K. Parekh
2 Jugatram Dave
3 Mian Iftikhar-ud-din
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becomes a duty. It is wrong to seek imprisonment in order to gain
relief from squabbles or suspicion fancied or real of one's chief. Such
imprisonment is harmful.

I refrain from guiding you in the matters referred to by you, till
you have become even with Mian Saheb. If you have really forfeited
his confidence, my advice would be for you to retire from the Congress
activities without any fuss. You have ample other useful work. Men
like you cannot work half-heartedly or under shadow of mistrust or
suspicion.

I have not heard from Mian Saheb at all for weeks now. I do
not think I had anything from him save one letter to Rajkumari after
the last visit.

Yours,
Baru

From a photostat : Jayaprakash Narayan Papers. Courtesy : Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library

12. LETTER TO H. R. STIMSON?

SEVAGRAM,
July 24, 1941
DEAR MR. STIMSON,
Here are my answers

1. No modification necessary. My advice to the Russians would be
precisely the same as to the British. It is a cruel misrepresentation
of my advice to the British to say that it was one of non-resistance.
I suggested non-violent resistance which is any day superior to
violent, blood-thirsty resistance.

2. I am entirely satisfied with the progress and achievements of my
limited non-cooperation campaign as you call it and which I describe
as civil disobedience.

3. It is a difficult question to answer definitely. But I do not mind
it being said that the majority are non-violent only out of policy.
That is the weakest part of my campaign but it is inevitable. In

! Vide also Vol. LXXIV, pp. 149-51.

2 An Associated Press correspondent had sought Gandhiji's views on the
following points:

(i) whether Gandhiji's policy of non-violence advocated to the British would
apply to the Russians also, or would it need any modification; ii) whether Gandhiji
was satisfied with the progress of non-cooperation; (iii) how many of his followers
really believed in non-violence; (iv) whether in view of the widespread rioting in the
country, India could still have the unity and strength to forge her own destiny.
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spite of the appearances to the contrary it is my belief that true
non-violence is growing among the people.

4. 1 have no doubt whatsoever that in spite of the riots, etc., India
will have the moral strength and unity to forge her own destiny
in her own way. Twenty years of solid work cannot be a waste.
I hope you can decipher my writing and that if you publish my

reply, it will be published as it is, in foto.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat : Jayaprakash Narayan Papers. Courtesy : Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library

13. LETTER TO SHEIKH MOHAMMED ABDULLAH

SEVAGRAM,
July 24, 1941
DEAR SHEIKH SAHEB,

You have my apology. You had, I thought, always told me that
you were a soldier and I was your general. I see I misunderstood
you. I now understand your complaint about Kashmir. I asked Badshah
Khan who is with me and he supports me. He vividly recollects the
grief he in common with me felt over your obstinacy in opposing my
wish to be the state guest not for my pleasure but for the sake of
the people of Kashmir.® You should know that I cancelled the visit
to Kashmir simply to please you. I changed overnight for I learnt that
if I came as the people's guest the Durbar would take it amiss. I thought
that I could take the liberty I took with my followers as I deemed
you to be in altering my plans. But now I see that you were only
trying me before becoming my follower. I am sorry I failed in your
test.

Now about the Kashmir position. I had no difficulty in giving my
provisional opinion about the script. You have put before me an intricate
problem on which I dare not give even a provisional opinion.

I appreciate your frankness. I hope you will find no want of it
in my reply.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat : Jayaprakash Narayan Papers. Courtesy : Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library

! Vide Vol. LXX, pp. 42-3.



14. LETTER TO PYARELAL

July 26, 1941
CHI. PYARELAL,

This time I have specially chosen the persons who should come.
You will approve the choice. I did not press anyone. They will make
no demand without my telling them. Prabhavati is already here, and
Kusum has just arrived. Hence I thought of sending both of them. A.S.*
wishes to come later on if you wish.

Sushila is bringing two dhotis which Ba eagerly got woven for
you with the yarn she herself spun.

You must have seen from the press reports that Mahadev is busy
at the moment collecting money for the flood relief fund. I am planning
to detain Prabhavati here for about three months because Kanaiyo will
be going to Bombay to complete the massage treatment. Right now

he is engaged in clearing the accounts.
Blessings from

Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

15. LETTER TO PADMAJA NAIDU

SEVAGRAM, WARDHA (C.P.),
July 28, 1941
DEAR PLAYMATE,

You have no business to fall ill as often as you do. I expect your
further letter and a cheery report about your health. Of course I knew
that you would throw yourself into the work entrusted to you.

Love.

Baru
SHRI PADMAJABEHN NAIDU
ZAHEER MANZIL
Rep HiLLs

HYDERABAD, DECCAN
From the original: Padmaja Naidu Papers. Courtesy : Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library

! Amtussalaam



16. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

July 28, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

You were right. Khan Saheb did not come after all. Now he will
be coming on Thursday. Even so it was my duty to observe silence
earlier.

I trust you found a seat in the train and have reached home without
any trouble. You were actually having a slight temperature. You must
completely cure Anasuya.

You must now concentrate on studies. But do not spoil your health
in doing so. You have to take full advantage of having failed once.
You must study well and gain good experience. I shall send you the
Khadi Jagar*.

The lost letter and the charkha are constantly troubling me. The
search is on.

Blessings from
Baru
[P.S.]
Mother will be well.

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

17. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

July 31, 1941

CHI. SUSHILA,

I have your letter. I was pleased that Anasuya accompanied you.
I shall be very happy if she comes fully recovered. And if she can
be accommodated with you, good work can be done.

Enclosed is Kaka Saheb's report. Dr. Manu has stopped the
injections after checking the sugar level, and has also stopped sweet
fruit, etc. Is this right ? Now the diet will consist of curds, milk, leafy
vegetables, sour lime, etc.

I am of course well.

Khan Saheb has arrived. He is all right. Most probably he will leave
on Sunday. He is likely to reach there on Monday. Ask Devdas to
take the car to fetch him.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and

Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

' A Hindi monthly published by the A.I.S.A. from Wardha, the inaugural issue
of which appeared on July 27, 1941.
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18. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

[July 31, 1941]*

CHI. SUSHILA,

After you went, you must have received one letter followed by
a postcard. Enclosed is the strange letter from Sankaran which you
must read and preserve. Annapurna's fear proved right. Sankaran has
worked very hard. He is well educated. But women remain his
obsession. I cannot decide what can be done about it. I do not want
to worry you about it. I shall see about it. But it is necessary that
you should be kept informed.

My blood-pressure continues to be satisfactory at the previous level.
It seems it was unnecessary for me to take the salted limes that I
had been taking. Within four days after I gave up taking the limes,
the blood-pressure started coming down. At all the three readings
yesterday it was between 150/90. It had considerably gone down the
day before yesterday also. Of course, I had been working very hard.

Tari is still here. She will most probably go to the Bal Kutir
tomorrow. It will be some time before it gets vacated.

Madalasa is doing fine. Mahesh's? pain seems to have gone now.
Miss Moore is also feeling better.

For the present at least, Ba is able to have good walks. She is
feeling quite energetic.

Your letter was received today. Kaka's urine was found to contain
sugar and acetone. I would be happy to send him there. Mahmud

is very benevolent.
Blessings from
Bapru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

19. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 1, 1941

CHI. SUSHILA,
I have your letter. I know Khan Saheb's nature. He would surely
expect that I should talk when he comes. There certainly had been
a mistake, it occurs to me as I write this. He was to arrive in the

! From the reference to Tarabehn Mashruwala's departure for Bal Kutir; vide
pp- 11-12.

2 Prof. Maheshdutta Mishra, ex-M.P. and freedom fighter
11
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morning, and so it would have been all right if I had started talking
later. As it happened, I was having my massage when he arrived. He
could not wait the while and barged in while the massage was going
on and engaged me in talk. Love is a remarkable bond. But that is
all right.

Kanu is going to Rajkot today. His mother lost one of her eyes
through glaucoma and there is danger of her losing the other eye too.
She is to be operated on. She is refusing to have the operation without
seeing Kanu. Hence his abrupt visit.

Tari will be going to Bal Kutir today.

God will look after me.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

20. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 2, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

What shall I do ? I am so busy that I am unable to write letters
and I am not happy not writing. It never happens that I do not think
of you when I have the massage while bathing. Hence, I cannot say
when it was that I particularly remembered you.

Instead of going tomorrow Khan Saheb left today. I have sent a
telegram to Devdas. Puri has also gone with him. Prabha has also
left. She has gone to Patna. She will be returning on the 15th.

In spite of all indications, it is not raining here.

Tari gets fever between 99°-102°. And she cannot pass stool without
enema.

Blessings from
Bapu

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar



21. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 3, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

There is no letter from you today. I do go to see Tari every morning.
I felt it could not be avoided. I do not feel tired. Since I take a short-
cut, there is only a slight increase in blood-pressure. Once she is on
the way to recovery, I may not go.

Enclosed is Kaka's letter. Koyaji is a renowned and elderly doctor
and is conversant with everything that is new. I have written to Kaka
that he should go to Poona and spend some days there. Give your
suggestions if you have any.

Kanchan's health cannot be called good. She frequently falls ill.
I should like to keep her with you for a long while if she agrees. Would
you wish that ? Would she not be a burden to you ? Can she be
kept in the hospital as a voluntary nurse ? Or, can she be kept at
your house ? Would it be a burden to Mother if she were to stay
at your place ? Write to me after thinking everything over. There is
certainly no hurry.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

22. LETTER TO SAROJINI NAIDU

SEVAGRAM, WARDHA (C.P.),
August 4, 1941
MY DEAR BULBUL,

Your love letter which is also business letter. Of course you are
working there and wearing yourself out. Take care that you don't
disappear before me. So you go to Hyderabad, and do the diplomatic
work.

As usual you have come out with your wise suggestion. I am writing
to Chhatari.

I know you will come to my view that it is not time yet for me
to move out. I am doing better work remaining in Sevagram.

Love.

SPINNER
From the original: Padmaja Naidu Papers. Courtesy : Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library

! Muhammad Ahmad Said Khan, Nawab of Chhatari, Member of the National
Defence Council
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23. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

SEVAGRAM,
August 4, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

Your two letters arrived together. I understand about Kaka. I have
sent the report of Koyaji's examination yesterday. He will be careful.

It will be good if Anasuya's health improves.

I am sending the letters concerning Kunvarji, as also the letter from
Mathuradas. In your letter to the doctor you have not thanked him
for his help in Bombay. Or, have you already written him a letter of
thanks ?

I shall see about Sankaran. Annapurna will not be coming there.
She wants to go to Gujarat after the rentia baras. She wishes to have
training in khadi work. Ba will carry on as before. I have not put on
any weight. It was 99 12 lb. yesterday. I am considering taking garlic.
I am not able to decide. Its odour is offensive. I dare not increase
the quantity of food. The blood-pressure is well under control. I shall
warn Ba about moving about. But when she has energy, nobody can
control her. You write to her.

Blessings from
Baru
[P.S.]

Miss Moore left on Saturday. So, I have sent Pyarelal's watch

through her.

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

24. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 5, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

There is no letter from you today. I have increased my quota of
food from today. I have also started taking garlic from today. The sin
of the foul odour is on your head and also the sin of any harm that
may come from its use.

I tried to persuade Ba but so long as she has the energy, she will

14
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exert herself. Of course, she is eating well.

Mahadev has not yet returned. And he is so deep in fund collection
that there are no letters from him.

Some eight persons at Nalwadi have got diarrhoea at the same
time. I have sent Dr. Das. Manu has already reached there. Now there
will be some news.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

25. LETTER TO MRIDULA SARABHAI

SEVAGRAM,
August 6, 1941
CHI. MRIDU,

I have your letter. What you say is not correct. It seems you
have not understood at all the nature of the struggle this time. It is
no good people going to jail simply because others have done so. If
there are poor people who want to do constructive work but cannot
you will be needed to organize them. You will be needed even if there
is a riot again. It will do even if no one from Gujarat goes to jail
for the present. If you and others do not handle the crisis of floods,
who else will ? Why can’t you see that ?

Your letter bespeaks cowardice and impatience. It does not behove
you. I shall explain further if you come here.

Blessings from
Baru
[P.S.]
If you did not leave Gujarat now to go anywhere, I would be happy.
From the Gujarati original : C. W. 11218. Courtesy : Sarabhai Foundation

26. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 6, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have received your two letters together today. You are
unnecessarily worrying about me. I am well enough to be able to say
that God will look after me. I have no fear. I have already written
that I have increased the milk quota and started taking onions and garlic.
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Do not worry. Concentrate on your studies and see that you not only
pass but there is nothing in the field worth knowing that you do not
know. I want you to have the ability to formulate a plan for a small
or big hospital and to say what it should be like, and to map out a
plan for rural health. All this is possible only if you become a sanyasini
for one year.

Sharma's case is as you describe. But I have the impression that
he is honest. There is no need to ask Mahadev because I know his
opinion. You can be of great use if you can control yourself. But
if your joining this interferes with your studies, I do not wish to involve
you. Hence, instead of leaving it to me, give your independent view.

Let Tari be here for the present. If her health deteriorates I shall
send her there. She seems to be happy that she is able to live
independently. I meet her every morning.

On second thoughts, I feel that I should not involve you in the
Sharma affair. Forget it. You should not be saddled with that
responsibility.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

27. LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR

SEVAGRAM, via WARDHA,
August 7, 1941
CHI. LILI,

Received your rakhi. Do not give up the injections for fear of
expense. If the injections have helped you, continue to take them and
recover completely. Who is the doctor ? What are the injections ?
Lakshmidas has taken Kanu's place in the office. Dhiren does the
massage.

Blessings from
Baru
SHRI LILAVATIBEHN UDESHI
Kanit KHETST CHHATRALAYA
65 MINT RoAD
BoMBAY

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar



28. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 7, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have your letter. What a letter ! Why this despondency ? You
have not failed and left me. Why do you allow yourself to be affected
by what other people may say ? That is not scientific thinking. A
good doctor should be of steadfast intellect. Hence, you will truly
be an M.D. when you develop a sense of detachment and do not let
yourself be affected by anything whatever. This is also something that
medical science has to deal with. You will not find any cure for it
in the Materia Medica. You have to discover it yourself. You are
now making up for your previous inadequate study for the examination.
You are surely going to study well this time. If you remain disturbed
and do not concentrate on your studies like a true seeker, not only
you but I too will have to lose face. Hence, prepare yourself. Get
rid of the despondency and concentrate on your studies.

As for a medical job, I certainly advise you to take permission to
spend three months at Lahore. I am not in the least troubled that you
will give up your job to gain experience in different hospitals. Let me
bear the expenses whatever they may be. It will be no burden to me.
After all in the end you have to work for me.

I shall think about Tari. Ultimately I may have to send her to you.
Kanchan is bed-ridden. She is running temperature. I have not given
her quinine yet. I am giving her milk and mosambi juice.

I shall see about Kaka. The raakhi duly arrived. A.S. has taken

it and gone to meet him. She will give it to him.
Blessings from

Bapru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy: Dr. Sushila Nayyar
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29. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 718, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I am writing this after A.S.'s arrival. She tied the raakhi on
Pyarelal. Right from the morning Pyarelal had a feeling that someone
would visit him. So he was very happy to see A.S. They talked of
this and that. He was in a happy mood. His health also was better
than last time. He feels better because he has now been getting green
vegetables.

On the back of this is Kunvarji's letter. Read it.

I shall write more tomorrow if there is anything worth writing. You

must have received the letter posted today.
Blessings from
Baru

[P.S.]
There is no letter from you today. Kanchan is feeling well today.
Tari likes being here but she is suffering from constipation.

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy: Dr. Sushila Nayyar

30. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 9, 1941

CHI. SUSHILA,

Because you do not mark your letters ‘Personal’, they are opened,
but nobody reads them.

You worry unnecessarily. What makes you think that I shall not
do as you say ? I have already written to you that I have increased
my milk quota by 50 per cent. I am also trying to take more rotis.
I have of course started taking garlic and onions. Now let me see
what happens. Since I take a shorter route, there is no appreciable
increase in walking. I am taking great care. Do not worry.

Now I shall close as Jajuji has come.

Kanchan is having fever today too.

Blessings from
Bapu

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar
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31. LETTER TO PADMAJA NAIDU

SEVAGRAM, WARDHA,
August 10, 1941
DEAR LOTUS-BORN,

I learn on good authority that you are not behaving properly and
are wearing yourself out with work. You are hereby required not to
be so stupid and make yourself ill.

Love.

PLAYMATE
SHRI PADMAJA NAIDU
Rep HiLLs
HyYDERABAD DECCAN

From the original : Padmaja Naidu Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library

32. LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMIJI

August 10, 1941
CHI. MATHURADAS,

Your letter has just arrived. Radha's letter too arrived at the same
time. I am sending it to you. I think it would not be good to make
her give up the job she has got. You may disregard the money. You
may disregard experience. But you may not disregard the loss of
reputation. Is it Radha's medical knowledge you need or just her
company ? If you want only the company, why not have Bindu ?
Or should I find somebody else ? It is embarrassing that just when
you expressed a desire to call her, Radha finds herself in an awkward
situation.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar
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33. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

Personal
August 10, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

There is no letter from you today. Sankaran's letter is enclosed.
My weight has increased by 1 1b. Do not worry about me and
concentrate on your work. I do not at all like that you should remain
unhappy. There is absolutely no reason for it. You must understand
that if you become dispirited and disheartened or if you fail, I will be
held responsible for it, and justifiably, because when you were not in
very close touch with me, you succeeded in everything you did. There
was nothing like disappointment. From your association with me would
your qualities be further enriched or would they be diminished ? I know
that nothing is going to be achieved by argument. Association with
people has a subtle influence. We cannot free ourselves from it. Let
us see what happens.

Blessings from
Baru
[P.S.]

There is no need to thank Dr. Jivraj again. A letter had already

been sent to him. The reply has also been received.

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

34. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

Personal
August 11, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

Your letter has arrived only today. You will have fully recovered
by now.

I did not have any particular hospital in mind. Let us first see
someone making a donation of Rs. 30 lakhs. Only then will you be
in a position to say what kind of a hospital could be run with that
amount, and what kind with a hundred rupees. I know this is very
difficult. But does not the M. D. degree mean the capacity to know
the most difficult things ? Only you can say whether all this is possible

20
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through a study course of one year. Perhaps an M.D. is not required
to have knowledge of this kind. But even if that be so, I would expect
you to have that knowledge, because I have observed that medical
skill is a god-given gift to you, so that you are able to turn your reading
and observation into something good.

Had I known that you would be so upset by your failure I would
not have allowed you to appear for the examination at all. I should
have respected Pyarelal's knowledge of you and gone with his advice.
But I thought in my pride that I too knew you well. I also assumed
in my pride that you had developed detachment to a certain extent
after being in contact with me. But it is no use crying over spilt milk.
Now as far as possible try to forget your failure at the last examination
and work hard to pass the next examination. There should be no obstacle
to it.

I commend your resolve not to seek any financial help. But even
there, stubbornness would not be proper. If you need to have more
free time for the sake of your examination, then you must accept
such help.

I am treating Kanchan myself. Her fever is decreasing but not
completely gone. Even water tastes bitter to her. That is why I am
not giving her food. I shall give her everything when she recovers.
I shall not keep her just on milk and fruit.

I have understood about Anasuya. Increase in weight by 3 1b. is
quite good. It will be nice if the progress can be maintained.

Do not think it is your duty in any way to call Kanchan there.
Call her only if you can do so without trouble.

I am of course taking good care of myself. I do not tire myself
by walking.

Blessings from
Bapru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar



35. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 11/12, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

Enclosed is an extract from Dr. J.’s letter concerning Balkoba and
Mathuradas for your perusal. Let me have your comments if there are
any.

Blessings from
Baru

August 12, 1941

I have your letter. Why are you falling ill ? You will find here
the details about my diet. I find that I cannot increase the milk quota.
I had to reduce it today. But the decrease will not make much difference
in the calories. Is Sankaran's calculation correct ? What changes would
you suggest in it ? The blood-pressure is all right. I shall get a weekly
report prepared and send it to you. Tari is fine.

Bapu

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

36. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 13, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have your letter. Your cold has persisted too long. Here I would
not have allowed it to continue so long.

How can I remove your anxiety about me ? I am sending herewith
the blood-pressure figures. Wherever you find them higher, it was
because of extreme cold or food or some similar cause. On one occasion
I went to bed late. There is nothing to complain of about my health.
I do not visit Tari daily.

Kanchan is well. Her fever can be considered to have gone. I
understand about you.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar
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37. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 14, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have your letter. A.S. has gone today to get her dentures. She
will try to meet Pyarelal.

The enclosed letter is addressed to you. I have held back Mahadev's
letter. Copy out the portion pertaining to Kripalani and send it to him.
He is not here at present.

I have almost given up going to Tari.

Be firm and complete your programme. It seems best to take leave
without pay. It is due to obstinacy that you are refusing to take money.
Give up all worry and complete your study and gain full experience.
That is most important.

Blessings from
Bapru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

38. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 18, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

You were to leave one of your pens here. I do not find it here.
If it is with you, it is all right. I do not want a new pen.

There is a postcard from Nagpur today addressed to you. It is
a reply to your letter : "The prisoner is not legally allowed to meet
anyone. And he does not wish to meet anyone in particular." So even
if the telephone had been answered, you would have got the same
reply.

I hope you did not have much trouble and could catch the train
easily. If you remember, write to me how many minutes before time
you reached.

Do not fix appointments anywhere. I do not wish to place any
burden on you. It would hurt me taking even a moment from your
studies.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar
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39. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 19, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,
I have your letter. You will have received mine. You reached well
in time. Kunvarji is fine.
The conversation with Natwar is enlightening.
I understand about the house. I shall of course make the
arrangements. It is good you wrote.
Enclosed is Balkrishna's letter. Write to him if you wish.
Today Khurshedbehn and Shankerlal are here; also Gulzarilal.
Blessings from
Bapu

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

40. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

SEVAGRAM, WARDHA,
August 20, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

There is no letter from you today. Sankaran says that one more
stethoscope is required because the doctor has to use one. If you also
feel that one more stethoscope is needed, you may purchase one and
send it here. Kanu is coming tomorrow. But he may come any time.
I am not worried. There are many people coming here.

I can see that I shall not be able to eat more. I feel somewhat
heavy in the stomach. I am trying hard to follow your instructions, but
I realize that that is possible only when you are present here.

Maganlal and Kanchan are free from fever. So also is Appa Saheb.

You will be getting along well.

Blessings from
Bapru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy: Dr. Sushila Nayyar

24



4]. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR
August 21, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have your postcard. Kanchan went to Valod yesterday. I have
of course given her all the instructions. You may write to her if you
wish. Her address is : C/o Maganlal Kalidas, Valod, via Madhi, Tapti
V. Rly.

It is your duty to go when people are sick and want you. It is
your trade; how can you get out of it ? I consulted Dr. Das about
Madalasa. He said : "I get the point. I have respect for Dr. Sushila's
treatment. But I would not like to give her any medicine." Since she
is doing very well, I am not insisting. Mahadev's case is completely
in the hands of Dr. Das. I would not dare do anything else in your
absence. In other cases, I am of course doing what I can.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

42. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR
August 21, 1941

CHI. SUSHILA,
I have received your three letters together.

Sardar has been released. I learn from Mahadev's telephonic talk
that you are going there today to examine his polypus. You may go
and visit him if he so desires. Kanchan and Maganbhai are free from
fever. Neither of them had to be given quinine. Just for trial I had
given to Maganlal betel and calotropis leaf. I cannot say whether these
helped or the fever went down on its own. Appa is doing well. He
had been put on vegetable soup and fruit juice. He was also given
a little butter. From today he is being given roti. He is feeling better.
He does not seem to have any complaint about his throat either.
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Annapurna gets temperature up to 99°. Sankaran says that he has
swelling of the throat. He will apply something. I am feeling much
improved after reducing the food quota yesterday. I had good motion.
Eating more may result in a relapse after initial improvement. This is
my third attempt after your insistence on my increasing the intake of
milk, etc. I have also reduced walking. The work is stopped by 8.30
p.m. It is possible to stop talking altogether about important matters
while walking. In the evening I keep my eyes closed both when going
out and returning. That does not interfere with the night's sleep.

You must have got over the anaesthesia trouble. Is not Jivraj Mehta
in any way concerned with it ?
Are you taking proper food ? I have written this with your pen.
Blessings from
Bapu

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

43. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 23, 1941

CHI. SUSHILA,
There is no letter from you today, Taribehn's temperature has again
started rising above 99°. Her case is beyond my capacity. But what

can I do ? Besides, she is far away.
Blessings from

Bapu
DRr. SusHiLA NAYYAR
C/o AsstT. DEAN
PAREL, BoMBAY

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers, Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar



44. LETTER TO MRIDULA SARABHAI

SEVAGRAM,
August 24, 1941
CHI. MRIDU,
I had your letter. The figs arrived today. They seem to be good.
I shall give you the corrected draft when you come. It is a matter

of saving time. Mummy I hope is well.
Blessings from

Baru
From the Gujarati original : C. W. 11215. Courtesy : Sarabhai Foundation

45. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 24, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have received your two letters today. It would be honourable and
proper for you to be present wherever you are needed.

The cancer patient will have been attended to.

You have not given me Pyarelal's address. Annapurna is being given
rest. But she continues to have fever.

I have benefited from the change I have made in my diet. My
weight has gone up by 1/2 1b. today. I am taking 5 folas of butter
and 4 oz. of roti. I take 8 oz. of milk only once in the morning. I
shall gradually make the change you have suggested. I shall try to
take more fruit. There are new faces around. Ram Saran Das and

his daughter-in-law are here.
Blessings from

Bapru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar
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46. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

Personal
August 25, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

Tari was agitated today. Her temperature rose and Dr. Das was
called. I had been to see her yesterday. She was very upset. She was
fed up with Varoda. I had always had the fear that she would not
be able to stay in Varoda. She needs company. She is scared at night.
She asked for a male companion. I sent somebody to sleep there. Her
fever shot up at night and she was scared. If her fever continues to
rise like this, I cannot look after her unless I bring her here. She too
cannot stay there.

Now Dr. Das is asking for her case history. Hence, you should
put down in English whatever you know of it and send it to me. She
is my responsibility till you can take charge of her. I shall get Dr.
Das to help, but finally what I wish will be done. Tari is a difficult
patient. I cannot say if she will allow my decision to be carried out.
This matter is strangely complicated. You should not be burdened with
it for the present. I shall try to lighten it as much as I can. Right
now send me only her case history. I myself do not have a very
clear idea of her trouble. You mentioned some gland. But where is
the gland ? Today she told the doctor that she felt pain in the lower
abdomen when it was pressed.

This was written before 11 o'clock. I may write more after your
letter arrives. Now the bell too has gone.

There is nothing from you today. I am increasing my food intake.

I prefer to have more butter than milk.
Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar
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47. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 26, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have received your letter today. Dr. Das was not hurt at all.
He only replied to what I had asked him.

Tari is contemplating going to the Mahilashram. She does not want
to come here. She has no faith in my treatment. She is willing to be
with you. She would not like to be at Sevagram. If she goes to the
Mabhilashram, Kaka Saheb's permission will have to be obtained for
a room.

What happened in the case of Sardar was all right.

The anaesthesia problem was bound to be overcome. I shall stop
now as Gosibehn is sitting here.

Blessings from
Bapu

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

48. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

Personal
August 27, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have your letter. You have not made a mistake at all. I suggested
to you the general rule. It was only proper that you went. I only replied
to the question you asked me. You must also go and see the girl.
You must go wherever Mahadev desires.

I see from your letter to Sankaran that you are absolutely against
my stopping milk. I have kept Annapurna completely on fruit juice and
soup of leafy vegetables. That also seems to have done her some good.
Explain this to me.

I follow your point about butter. You know I do not like it. I shall
gradually increase the milk quota. Butter seems to have had some good
effect on the bowel movement. The weight is increasing. I shall of
course maintain good health till you come.

Blessings from
Baru
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[P.S.]
Prakash is at Simla. She has met Rajkumari. She was invited for
lunch.

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

49. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 28, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

Taribehn would not listen to anyone. She would listen to you or
your namesake Sushila. And Sushila also listens to you. Hence,
ultimately Tari will be cured only by you. She will not go to Bombay.
She will remain here somehow. You alone should give her the injections.
If you insist, I shall arrange that she takes them now. You are coming
here on the 13th, are you not ? There is information that Pyarelal will
be released on Saturday. Kanu will be going to receive him. A. S.
went for the second time because she had to go to Nagpur. Otherwise,
what you say is correct.

You will be getting along very well.

I have sent Anasuya's letter.
Blessings from

Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

50. LETTER TO PYARELAL

August 29, 1941
CHI. PYARELAL,

Kanaiyo is coming to take you. He will tell you everything. I have
also written to Mohammed. Sushila has gone to Bombay to acquire
more knowledge. The rest when we meet.

Blessings from
Bapu

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar



51. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 29, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

There is no letter from you today. Kanaiyo is going to receive
Pyarelal. Prabhakar is having high fever today. He has been given
quinine injections. I am fine. Do not worry.

Blessings from
Baru
Dr. SusHiLA NAYYAR
C/o AsstT. DEAN
K. E. M. HospiTAL
PAREL, BoMBAY

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

52. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 30, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have your letter. Pyarelal has arrived. I gave him your letter to
read. He seems to be in a cheerful mood. We have not talked. Most
probably he will come there and also go to Delhi.

Annapurna's fever is not going. Manu is giving her the medicine
that was given to Rajkumari. Prabhakar is well. I had thought your
suggestion about the diet was to be continued only up to the 13th, when
you would be arriving. I shall carry on with what I am taking now
and after your arrival on the 13th, shall make whatever changes you
suggest. So far, 2 oz. of butter is having good effect. I am gradually
increasing the milk quota. The bowel movement has considerably
improved. The enclosed cartoons have been brought by Pyarelal. You
will like them.

Blessings from
Bapu

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar
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53. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

August 31, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I have your letter. It was just as well that you did not come. I
had in any case planned to send Pyarelal. Your studies are of the
utmost importance to me. It is also good that Satya is there.

Tari has gone to stay near the Mahilashram. She can never be
comfortable without her friend. She may accompany you to Delhi. She
wants to live only in the Harijan Ashram. That will be too far for
you. Now it will be difficult to get the car. We shall see about it when
you come.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

54. LETTER TO MRIDULA SARABHAI

SEVAGRAM,
September 1, 1941
CHI. MRIDU,

I have your postcard and letter. Is it Mahadev who is blessed in
having you as secretary or is it you who are blessed in being Mahadev's
secretary ? Who can answer ? Since you have not come I keep
postponing revising your writing and attend to other things. You should
not fall ill now. Why should I worry about Mahadevbhai ? Good doctors
and you, too, are there. Now do not let him work so much.

Blessings from
Bapu
From the Gujarati original : C. W. 11216. Courtesy : Sarabhai Foundation
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55. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

September 1, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

There is no letter from you today. Pyarelal is not going today. Some
work remains to be done. And he has promised to be present when
Kolaya comes to consult Dr. Das. He is his jail companion. He will
definitely start tomorrow (Tuesday). The telegram has been sent today.

You must be knowing about Mahadev's illness. If you do not you
would do well to pay a visit there. Mary Barr' has arrived. She is
also there.

1
My weight was up by two Ib. yesterday. It is now 102 — Ibs.
2

This is mainly the result of taking more butter. I am eating two oz.
[of it]. The cream formed when milk is boiled is also butter, is it not
7 Does it contain anything else ? It is difficult to remove butter after
churning buttermilk. There is no difficulty in taking out cream by boiling
milk on slow fire.

Prabhakar is free from fever. Akbar is fine. Annapurna's ailment
is not yet under control. I have given her very mild doses of megasulpha
and sodasulpha. Her tongue is bad; she has no appetite. Her face does
not look right.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

56. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

September 2, 1941

CHI. SUSHILA,
I have not received your letters for two days. Hence, what can
I write ? Besides, I am sending Pyarelal. What more ? Kaka Saheb
is sitting before me talking. And so, this much is enough for today.

' F. Mary Barr who had gone to South Africa
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I am counting the days for your arrival. Annapurna is causing anxiety.
The rest is all right.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

57. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

September 2, 1941

CHI. SUSHILA,
The earliest I can hear from you will be the day after tomorrow.
It is another matter if you have written on the way. Taribehn is still
running a slight temperature. She is still at Sevagram. She may go to
Varoda in a couple of days. I have left it entirely to her. You must

have resumed your work properly.
Blessings from

Bapu
DRr. SuSHILA NAYYAR
L.H. M. C.
NEw DELHI

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

58. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

September 3, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

It is surprising that there is no letter from you for three days.
Pyarelal will have arrived. He does not eat well. See to it there. There
is a book called Princes and Chiefs and Notable Persons in
Kathiawad. Barrister Chudgar writes that he had sent the book. If

Pyarelal remembers let him write to me.
Blessings from

Bapru
Dr. SusHILA NAYYAR
C/o AsstT. DEAN
PAREL, BOMBAY

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar



59. LETTER TO PYARELAL AND SUSHILA NAYYAR

September 4, 1941

CHI. PYARELAL AND SUSHILA,

I have your two separate letters today. I sent Annapurna to the
hospital for a check-up today. The report has not yet been received.

There are a lot of people here today. Mian Iftikhar-ud-din, Manu
Subedar, Amala, Munshi and Dadachanji. Hence, I can write this only
with great difficulty.

The Kutchi Meman affair is interesting.

Let Pyarelal start only after settling everything properly.

Sushila does not have to go to Panchgani or anywhere else. She

cannot afford to spare even a single day in Bombay.
Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

60. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

September 5, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

Your letters have been very irregular of late. Mahadev was down
with pneumonia after all. Pyarelal must be having his treatment.
Everything should be all right.

Blessings to both of you from
Baru
Dr. SusHILA NAYYAR
C/o AsstT. DEAN
PAREL, BoMBAY

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar
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61. LETTER TO PYARELAL
September 7, 1941
CHI. PYARELAL,

I have both your letters. I do hope to be able to meet you in Bombay.
If Mathuradas wishes, you must give him a night. The same goes for
Mother. Now that so many days have already gone by, a day or two
more may as well be spent. Is it not also your duty to satisfy your
mother to some extent ? Also, try to find out whether she wants to
come here.

See about your spectacles, etc. You need not go leaving things
half way.

Enclosed is a letter from Rajkumari.
I shall find out about Chudgar's book. I do not remember to have
seen it among the books you had left outside.
Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

62. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR
September 7, 1941

CHI. SUSHILA,

Would it not be right to say that I have your letter after many
days ? I have had two letters from Pyarelal.

I can understand your difficulty in coping with the post. Annapurna's
report is enclosed. After the report, she has been put on normal diet.
She does take rest. She must also sit. She cannot be lying down the
whole time, can she ? She has no cough, no phlegm. She sleeps well.
Sankaran insists on her having a check-up done at David's'. So I am
planning to send her there. If you have any suggestion let me know.

Let Pyarelal stay for a day or two more in Delhi if Mother wishes
him to.

! Dr. David of Nagpur
36
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I have lost one 1b. today. My intake of food was certainly somewhat
inadequate. I ate less only to maintain good health.
Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

63. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

September 8, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

Again there is no letter from you today. But, considering your
circumstances, I should not expect a letter from you daily.

I have left it entirely to you to decide where Pyarelal has to be
operated upon for his gland. You alone can say where it would be
best to have it. Your convenience will no doubt be a factor to consider.
You will get this on Tuesday. You must free yourself from there on
Friday. I should not worry if you are required there for two or three
days. But it is possible that the operation may not be over by that
time and you may not be able to free yourself from there in time.
The earliest it can be done in Delhi would be on the 16th. Pyarelal
can reach there on the 11th at the earliest. He will have to spend
five days there. If it is necessary he may as well spend those days

with Mother. Now think about it yourself.
Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

64. LETTER TO PYARELAL

SEVAGRAM,
September 8, 1941
CHI. PYARELAL,

I have received your letter. I do not think it advisable for you
to have the operation in Wardha. If facilities are easily available in
Bombay or Delhi, I see no need to have it done in Wardha. I would
go by Sushila's decision in this matter. If she decides in favour of
Bombay, it does not matter if she has to waste two or three days.
But she would probably prefer Delhi. She can give more personal
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attention there. In my opinion Sushila should reach Delhi by the 15th.
I would consider unavoidable the time spent in undergoing the operation.
One may take into consideration the effect it may have on others. But
I would treat it as of very little importance. The main thing is the effect
it may have on me and on you. I do not think it will make any difference
in this regard. I would not like to detain you with me. I would also
not like it if you stayed on there or in Delhi without any valid reason.
But so far, not a single day has passed like that. Hence, I am not
anxious.

Blessings from

Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

65. LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR

SEVAGRAM, via WARDHA,
September 10, 1941
CHI. LILI,

Man can shape himself only by making his way through the
difficulties you have mentioned. Supposing you had all the facilities —
a special teacher for each subject coming to the house to teach, a
motor-car to take you to college and such royal privileges as no one
could ensure you-what would be the worth of your passing the
examination ? I had never thought you would become a coward. The
help you have been having so far should not go waste. Difficulties
vanish when we suffer them. If you have patience, you can reform
your superintendent and make your path smooth. Consult Mahadev. In
spite of all this, if you cannot carry on, I am helpless. Discontinue
the studies. But remember that your discontent will only increase.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar



66. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

September 10, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

This is my last letter at the Bombay address. I have not let a single
day pass without writing to you. No, I forget. One day did go without
it. I just could not write.

Annapurna is doing very well. She is taking rest. She is eating and
drinking. I am sending her to David tomorrow.

Rajendra Babu has arrived today. I have not been able to meet
him. He is at the bungalow. Sarup is here. She will be leaving tomorrow.

There can be no answer to the reproach you have to face. But
you can correct the misconception without getting angry. The
misconception will be strengthened if you get angry. But it can be
corrected if you do it good-humouredly. In case you do not know, let
me tell you that lately I had a letter from Nilla' in which she has
expressed her longing to come back to me. Because, she says, she
found truth only with me. Of course for the one who deliberately makes
a mistake, there is no question of correcting the mistake. My loss of
one lb. in weight should be treated only as accidental. My health is
good.

Blessings from
Baru
[P.S.]
I am sure Pyarelal will have reached there and you will have come
to a decision about the operation.
Bapu

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

! Nilla Cramcook
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67. LETTER TO PYARELAL

SEVAGRAM, WARDHA,
September 13, 1941
CHI. PYARELAL,

It is good you have gone to Delhi. I would leave the matter of
the operation to Dr. Joshi. If he says that considering everything it
is advisable to perform the operation, get it done. I would not insist
if he does not think it necessary. Get your teeth thoroughly examined.
If you do not wish to have it done there, have it done by Bareto.
On your return you can stay at Nagpur for a day and have your teeth
checked.

As for the books, etc., you may do whatever you wish.
Blessings from

Baru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

68. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

September 14, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I hope you found a comfortable seat and reached there without
trouble. Remain engrossed in your studies. Annapurna should not be
a burden on you.

I was happy that you came at least for a day.

Pyarelal's letter must have been found. He must have contacted
the doctor. The glasses and the teeth must be attended to.

The proposal about Mother coming here must not be dismissed.
If she is here when you come, you will be free from worry and so
will be Mataji. Are children, once they are married, ever of any use

to parents ?
Blessings from

Bapru

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar
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69. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

September 15, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,
Right now at 3.30 p.m. you must be busy at your hospital.
Yesterday Ram Saran Das had all of his teeth extracted and today
he has no fever at all. Yesterday Bareto took out his teeth in spite
of his fever. He was of the opinion that infection of the gums alone
was the cause of his fever and his teeth had to be extracted to cure
his fever. Nirmal Singh is quite well. His fever is not wholly gone.
He has been kept in a separate room. Otherwise he is all right. Ram
Narayan has to go to Nagpur tomorrow to have one tooth extracted

and the rest of the teeth cleaned. He has put on weight. My weight

1
was 101 ; Ib. yesterday. Do not worry about me.

I am not writing a separate letter to Pyarelal. In case the operation

has not taken place, he may have even gone away from there. If he
is there let him come after he has had his teeth attended to. It is
another thing if he wants this done at Nagpur.
Blessings from
Baru
[P.S.]
Annapurna must be fine; also Anasuya ?

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar

70. LETTER TO SUSHILA NAYYAR

September 17, 1941
CHI. SUSHILA,

I just could not write yesterday. It was a full court to the very
end. There should have been a letter from you today but it has not
come. There is no letter from your brother either ! I am getting on
well. Ram Saran Das is in good shape. Nirmal Singh continues to have
fever. His swelling has subsided.

Blessings from
Baru
Dr. SusHILA NAYYAR
L. H. M. C.
New DELHI

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Dr. Sushila Nayyar
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71. LETTER TO PYARELAL

September 18, 1941
CHI. PYARELAL,

What a letter from you ! A fonga will be arranged if you let me
know when you are coming.

You are right about the teeth. Only Bareto should do it.

How will it be a burden to me if Mother comes here ? Ba gets
along well with her. She cannot be a burden to anyone here. She can
stay on freely if her health remains satisfactory. If she suffers in health
we shall see. It would be a matter of satisfaction to her that if she
was here she could see you oftener.

Your dejection must go. It should be remembered that there is no
reason for it at all.

Blessings from
Baru
[P.S.]
Mira could have gone with Devdas for a day.

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Belad<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>