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PREFACE

A few years ago, when the Government of India acquired a
substantial collection of Gandhiji's letters to Hermann Kallenbach at
an auction in South Africa, little did they realize that in the wealth
thus brought home lay whole invaluable new world of Gandhiji
hitherto not glimpsed by historiographers.

This volume is predominantly of Gandhiji's correspondence
with Kallenbach, interspersed with letters to Millie and Henry Polak
and some occasional letters to A. H. West. The addressees, as the
reader may be aware, were among the principal non-Indian figures
in the history of satyagraha in South Africa. The letters are a
documentation of Gandhiji's intense humanism and tenacity, of
voluble sentimentality and pious self-flagellation.

The beginning of the twentieth century, with which the volume
opens transmuted Gandhiji, on the threshold of his fortieth year,
filling him with the resolve that he should be more than a mere man.
It was from this resolve that his well-known treatise, Hind Swaraj,
was born.

With his chosen friend Kallenbach to share this resolve, Gandhiji
opted for a life of simplicity and forged a charter of joint ideals with
him, never forgetting the discipline that this early self-imposed
austerity enjoined upon him. "Lead Kindly Light" became an important
motto in verse for him, leading him in later years through the "encir-
cling gloom" in the Indian sub-continent, to deliverance for his
countrymen from foreign yoke. The burden of the song sung at the
Satyagraha Ashram every Friday (from May 1932) became the
burden of Gandhiji's life.

In June 1909, Gandhiji went on deputation to England in order
to rouse public opinion in England about the status and condition of
Indians reeling under the Draconian laws of Transvaal in South
Africa. He firmly believed that the principal corollary to the success
of negotiations with the British statesmen was "unadulterated pas-
sive resistance, that is, the sufferings of the people"”, and "that the
suffering should, as time progresses, be mute and undemonstrative"
(p. 18).

Supporting the avant garde movement in peaceful politics
were Henry Polak, Kallenbach, A.H. West, C.F. Andrews and Rev.
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Doke, to name a few European sympathizers who figure in this
volume.

Of Andrews Gandhiji wrote to Kallenbach, "Andrews is a
wonderful man, full of wonderful experiences" (p. 157), describing
his role in carrying the negotiations forward "with all the spiritual
force he possesses" (p. 158).

Recounting in 1946 to Norman CIliff of News Chronicle his
first meeting with "Charlie" Andrews in South Africa, Gandhiji says,
"Andrews found in me not only a live Hindu but a live Christian. ...
He said that he must at bottom remain a true Christian if he was a true
Hindu and Muslim" (Vol. LXXXIV, p. 384).

Even as he threw himself into the £3 tax cause which "is the
cause ofthe helpless and the dumb" (p. 155), Gandhiji busied himself
with copious reading from the literature of the West, trying to
integrate it into the philosophy of the East.

"You are a trustee. Nothing is yours" (p. 24), Gandhiji would
often remind soul-partner Kallenbach, thus pinning him down to the
spartan life. This insistence on self-denial and non-attachment grew
so strong that he recalls having "thrown into the sea a pair of
beautiful field-glasses because they were a constant bone of conten-
tion between a dear friend (Kallenbach) and myself" (Vol. XXXV,
p- 42). Kallenbach submitted willingly to these tests and trials,
seldom protesting. Such was the reciprocity of his affections for his
friend. Yet, Gandhiji, with his penchant for self-analysis and scrupu-
lous avoidance of susceptibility to praise and unquestioning surren-
der to his conclusions, was wont to point out, "Watch me . . . not with
a friendly eye, but a highly critical and fault-finding eye" (p. 107).

Running through the letters to Kallenbach is the Gandhi-
Kasturba story, told with complete openness, sometimes with love,
sometimes with wounded pride, and at yet other times in sheer
desperation. This was the Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi who
while striving consciously towards an ideal, tried to carry those
nearest to him along on this tough journey, be it Kasturba or
Kallenbach.

"In my lonely journey through the world, you will be the last. . .
to say good-bye to me" (p. 166), he would write to Kallenbach,
unaware that the earnest fellow-traveller was to predecease him.

The journey was indeed long and lonely, as the letters reveal,
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and all the harder for Gandhiji when he embarked upon it. Quite early
in this voyage of self-discovery, he confessed to Kallenbach, with ill-
concealed sentiment, "Devdas made me weep today as I have not
wept for years" (p. 125), reporting a minor offence by this young son,
of whose all-round growth he never ceased to be happy.

The first three months of 1914 engaged Gandhiji's mind and
body considerably. Kasturba's illness during this period found him
honing his skills as a nurse. One might perhaps see a touch of black
humour in Gandhiji's preparedness for the death of Ba who, belying
all expectations ofher end (Gandhiji had actually made arrangements
for her funeral!), revived miraculously (pp. 171 & 175), to be his
partner in the new life for the next 30 years.

Ba's illness, however, did give Gandhiji "food for introspection
and a review of the past" (p. 171). The swings of the pendulum in his
moods vis-a-vis Kasturba provide new insights into their relationship
as when he bares his soul to Kallenbach about Ba in whom he sees
a combination of the devil and the divine, analysing "the real cause
of the devil waking in her now and again." In the process of analysis
he becomes the generous husband giving "the devil" her due, as it
were : "Truly she has so far been my teacher. She teaches me . . .
patience, forgiveness, greater need for sacrifice, for love and char-
ity" (p. 182).

Gandhiji's world meanwhile was growing larger, stretching
beyond the geographical boundaries of South Africa and the emo-
tional bonds with Kallenbach. The motherland groaning under the
weight of British imperialism beckoned to him and he had perforce
to leave behind a struggle which he had been stewarding with astute
vision.

Poverty of the kind he had not known awaited him on the Indian
shores and of this he was to write later to Henry Polak, "To read of
semi-starved millions was so different from seeing them" (p. 278).

"This is my India", he announced with fervour to Kallenbach
from Ahmedabad in 1914, having just established the Kochrab
Ashram there, "It may be my blind love . . . it gives me peace and
happiness" (p. 212). But loving India took its toll of his energies, for
he had to contend with formidable opposition at every step while he
went about making 'reformist' changes in the Ashram.

Interestingly, though as time went by and as he moved more and
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more towards self-realization and the attainment of moksha, the
early authoritarianism yielded conversely to a qualified liberalism.
Viewing woman as vamangini — the left side of the body — and the
better half of man, he would now declare, "I do not think that dharma
requires a wife to do everything her husband does" (Vol. XXX,
p. 367).

For Kallenbach, Gandhiji was friend and companion, mother
and mentor — all rolled into one. During his long moods of depression,
either due to a bereavement or over the Jew-Arab impasse or on
account of bouts of self-deprecation, Gandhiji cheered him with long
and loving letters, often sending with them clippings from edifying
writings such as from Carlyle, Ruskin and Tolstoy, along with his own
guiding mantra : "one step enough for me" (pp. 10,209 & 245).

Part of the secret compact between the two friends was the
way each addressed the other. Kallenbach, a couple of years
younger than Gandhiji, was "Lower House" and Gandhiji "Upper
House." Gandhiji abjured the sobriquet (p. 196) for a period during
their separation after his departure for India in 1914 and resumed it
in 1917 (p. 276), jubilant at having resurrected Kallenbach whom he
had believed perhaps dead.

If with Kallenbach Gandhiji shared a rare intimacy, he bore an
immense brotherly affection towards the Polaks — Henry and Millie—
which was as abiding as it was stormy. Polak had rendered outstand-
ing service in the cause of the Indians, both as a journalist piloting
Indian Opinion and as an ambassador of goodwill mobilising the
forces of opinion in England in favour of India. While Gandhiji
regarded Polak to be a "gem of the purest ray serene" who "can
reflect those he loves" (p. 177), it became obvious to him as the years
of struggle rolled by, that his protege would not, however, reflect his
political philosophy. So sharply divided were the two, despite their
"Bhai-Chhota Bhai" status to the end, that their letters grew progres-
sively acerbic over the Congress and its policies in India.

"Henry may not agree with me on the Khilafat question"
(p. 271), Gandhiji wrote to the Polak couple in 1919. Six months
later, he expressed his eagerness to Henry to "endeavour to convert
you to my view" (p. 273). But the desired conversion never came
about and Gandhiji attributed it to the fact that Polak was "unable to
feel the foul stench that modern Europe is filling the world with" (p. 273),
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and, living as he did in the midst of the inferno", he could not "view
things otherwise" (p. 301).

With Polak's wife, Millie, however, he shared a deep affinity
which sustained itself through "the mighty tragedy" of the war years.
Reposing firm faith in her capacity for sacrifice and for that of Polak
as 'reformer’, he wrote to her in 1918, "If India is to become the seat
in the world of a mighty spiritual force, it would need to have
international workers in her midst who are fired with spiritual zeal"
(p. 260).

The dated section of the volume ends with a letter of December
1944 to Kallenbach, some three months before his death. Gandhiji
had by then become sufficiently rooted in the Bhagavad Gita to
view life and death with equanimity, and not to mourn over the
separation of body from soul, be it of his dearest friend.
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NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing material for this volume, entirely in English,
every effort has been made to bring care and precision to the
deciphering of Gandhiji's letters to Hermann Kallenbach and H.S.L.
Polak, most of which are handwritten. Obvious errors in the original
have been corrected and variant spellings of names standardized.

Matter composed in small type in the text would denote
quotation by Gandhiji.

Matter in square brackets in the text has been supplied by the
editors wherever a word has been found to be missing or unintelli-
gible or when the right word has been introduced to replace a word
by slip. Words underlined in the original have been italicised for
emphasis.

Where the original is undated the inferred date is supplied
within square brackets where necessary. Explanation for dates
supplied within square brackets without footnotes is carried in a
footnote at the first instance of a date of the kind. Ten items for
which it has not been possible to supply dates have been placed at the
end, to follow the dated section. The Appendices provide back-
ground material relevant to the text.
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1. LETTER TO MILLIE GRAHAM POLAK

M. K. GANDHI
ATTORNEY
21-24 CoURT CHAMBERS,
CoRNER RISSIK & ANDERSON STREETS,
P. O. Box 6522, JOHANNESBURG,
July 3, 1905

DEAR MISS GRAHAM,
I thank you for your nice letter of the 7th June. If you were to
examine my messages carefully you would find them to be more or
less selfish. I am looking forward to your arrival here and joining the
busy hive we have in Troyville. I think, by this time, I know enough
of you, from what Mr. Polak! has enabled me to see, and I have not
the slightest doubt that we shall get on well together, and that you
will be a most valuable acquisition to the family. Here each one thinks
of duty and insists on doing it, there is no room left for differences
because there are no rival rights. I see that you have commenced your
life mission (shall I call it) already there. Ever since the receipt of
your letter, during my spare moments, I have, therefore, been thinking
how you could utilise your own spare time, if you have any, in doing
things there while you have the opportunity. May I, therefore, suggest
that you should pay your respects to the Honourable Mr. Dadabhai
Naoroji who is the G.0.M.2 of India. He represents the highest ideal
of an Indian patriot. Aged as he is, he is in the thick of the fight.
He is a candidate for Parliament to represent North Lambeth.> Another
thing, I should like you to personally know is the Lady Margaret Hospital
in Bromley, Kent. I send you a pamphlet that has been sent to me
regarding it. The hospital is managed under hygienic principles, and the
diet given is strictly fruitarian. Dr. Oldfield*, who is in charge, and I

are very old friends. The hospital owes its existence to Dr. Oldfield's

' Henry S. L. Polak who married the addressee in December 1905 ; vide
also Vol. XXXIX, pp. 246-7. For Gandhiji's description of Polak and his work,
vide Vol. IX, pp. 274-5.

2 Grand Old Man

3 Vide also Vol. V, p. 91.

4 Dr. Joshuah Oldfield, editor of The Vegetarian, recalling whom nearly
thirty years later, in a letter to Agatha Harrison, Gandhiji wrote: " I remember
Joshuah Oldfield well. He was of the greatest help to me when I went to
London as a lad. He is a fellow crank." Vide Vol. LX, p. 357.
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energy. Will you pay a visit to the hospital and study everything about
it ? See the patients, examine the nature of the illnesses and come
out with all the information you can. You might also make the
acquaintance of Miss Nicholson of the Vegetarian Society at Memorial
Hall Farringdon St. In Pheenix, we are going to have a sanatorium,
and any experience you may gain there in such matters will be most
valuable. There is also a Tolstoy Farm somewhere near London. You
might see its working also. I think I have given you enough hints as
to what might be usefully studied there before you come out to South
Africa. 1 enclose herewith letters to Mr. Naoroji and Dr. Oldfield.
Please, however, do not in any way feel bound to see these gentlemen,
or to do any of the things suggested. Your duties there may prevent
you from seeing these gentlemen or doing anything else. I simply throw
out suggestions so that they may be utilised if you have the time for
them. I return the Orient Press letter. I have not yet carried your
message to Mrs. Gandhi, but will do so as soon as I can. She, too,
is like myself, looking forward to meeting you.! Please excuse the
typewritten letter. My writing, Mr. Polak tells me, is an infliction on
friends. Many thanks for the book of verses for the children.

I am,
Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
Miss DowNs
148 SANDRINGHAM RD.
DaLsToN, N. E.
LoNDON

From a copy : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

' The remaining lines of this typewritten letter, as also the word
"GRAHAM" in the superscription and "M.K. GanpuI" in subscription, are in
Gandhiji's hand.



2. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

PHENIX,
Saturday [September 19, 1908]*
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE?,

You have certainly developed a taste for elegant letter-writing. I
hope it will continue and that not only regarding the Upper House but
regarding all.

I can no longer use my right hand. The fingers have suffered through
overuse. They may regain their elasticity after some time. This is an
effort to write with the left hand.

Many thanks for the curtains and the baths. Both will be most useful.
You never do things in halves. The bath having come by the passenger
train has cost 13/- on carriage. The curtains are also included. But
seeing that you always believe you have money, I am not going to
pay anything. Has it not been said that what is yours is mine too although
mine is not yours. This is a very suitable doctrine for one party to
the contract and I suppose I must put up with it till at last I have
nothing else but joint property stock. Of course wife is delighted that
she is to have curtains instead of a table cloth for a wall in front of
her. Mrs. Pywell® went mad over them and had all kinds of suggestions
and when I said that we might use one curtain only and dispense with
the elegant folds she had no hesitation in her own mind in voting me
down an idiot. In order to counterbalance, I should suggest sacking
for curtains. But then wife would simply kick. I have now to think
of a few shillings for rods, etc. The bath was used yesterday for a
patient on the settlement.

I am glad you have the £76 from Riversdale, but my gladness is
much tempered by the thought that the bulk of it may find its way
to Hepworths or others for more superfluous clothes, tools and other

toys for the ‘baby’ (I am not responsible for the expression).

! The date is inferred from the reference to payment of fine and the message
for Doke ; vide Vol. IX, pp. 57-8, 100-101 and 105.

2 Nickname given by Gandhiji to the addressee, a prosperous German
architect, who became his close associate in his experiments in simple living,
sharing with him a special bond. Upon his death on March 25, 1945, Gandhiji
wrote: "He used to say to me often that when I was deserted by the whole
world, I would find him to be a true friend going with me, if need be, to the
ends of the earth in search of truth." Vide Vol. LXXIX, p. 301.

3 Mother-in-law of A. H. West
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Cordes! has gone to Delagoa Bay. He will soon be with you. He
is very ill-balanced. His nerves are high-strung. You will be able to
soothe him. He loves you and values your advice. Many of his
inferences, which he calls facts, are bad and without foundation. I will
leave here Monday, the 21st instant, pass Wednesday there, return to
Volksrust by the Wednesday evening mail.

Please tell Mr. Doke? that I have not been able to collect my
thoughts for the message he wants. This was begun on Saturday and
has been written in 3 sections. Now it is Monday morning. I may
however have time today as wife is really looking remarkably well.

Now for business. I am sure I cannot pay the fine and go to London.
It is not my working up the authorities in London I rely upon. Passive
resistance is not that. I am certain that I should work better being
in gaol. It is good for me and equally so for the people. After all the
chief thing is to educate them; to show them how to suffer for communal
good. When the time comes to go to London for the sake of the struggle
the way will be open.® We won't have to force it then.

If you and Mr. Doke come here I should feel delighted. I am half-
minded to send a wire but am not going to.

Please remember me to the 'monster expert.
Yours sincerely,

UprPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

3. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

PHENIX,
9.30 p.m., February 9, 1909
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,
I have your second note as also wire. As you must have received
my letter yesterday (Monday) I did not wire back.
Mrs. Gandhi is progressing slowly though I think surely.> She has
lost heart, worries over the fact of my impending departure® and
' A German Theosophist in charge of the Pheenix School ; came to India
and joined Gandhiji at Sevagram, where he died in 1960.
2 Rev. Joseph J. Doke
3 Gandhiji went on deputation to England on June 21, 1909; vide Vol. IX,
p. 269.
4 The reference, presumably, is to the motor-car; vide also pp. 14 and 25.
5 Kasturba Gandhi had undergone an operation on January 10, 1909 ; vide

Vol. IX, p. 105, fn.1.
¢ Gandhiji was sentenced to three months’ imprisonment on February 25.
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imagines all kinds of woes. This naturally retards recovery. However,
the baths are having a marked effect upon her and it is just likely
that she will pull through. Anyhow she has all of me at present.

Poor Chanchi!! She frets over Harilal's departure. She is
passionately fond of him. She is very romantic. You meet with such
characters in novels. Evidently she is living the heroine of her best
novel. She too is on the sick list. I am glad for her that I am here.

Many thanks for having seen Heymann, Gordon and others. I cannot
suggest anything particular to be done. We must for the present simply
wait and find out how many Indians will stand to the last. Smuts? will,
according to the current notion of diplomacy, be a fool if he yielded
just when he must hope to break down the opposition almost entirely.
Patient waiting is, therefore, to my mind, the only remedy.

Why are you indecisive ? Surely it would be madness to come
to Durban for a few days only. I can be here at the most perhaps
5 days. I understand my case is to be heard on the 17th instant. If
so, I would like to leave here on Sunday, reach there Monday evening,
pass the whole of Tuesday meeting people and return to Volksrust
Tuesday evening — so it is no use your running down to Durban. We
shall go together when I am discharged and if I am then free to do
s0. In the meanwhile I think you should decide to settle down to quiet
study and do what may be possible for the struggle.

Curzon's letter® is good but it really shows that the struggle is
important and it must be prolonged. And why not? The more prolonged
it is, the greater the opportunity for the people to educate themselves
in a most practical and effective manner.

I have not been able myself to do anything regarding Doke's
commission* 1 have, however, written to Bonyan, the photographer.

I hope the African Building trouble is over.

You are laying nothing regarding your piles. I infer that they no
longer bother you.

Has not the motor-car yet gone? I shall be going to gaol in the
full belief that it will no more entice you.

My fingers are now aching. I shall therefore say good night.

With regards to you and Mr. Call,

Yours sincerely,
UprPER HOUSE
(with renewed apologies to Mrs. A.)

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

! Chanchal, wife of Harilal Gandhi who was awaiting imprisonment; vide
Vol. IX, pp. 174-5.

2 General Jan Christiaan Smuts (1870-1950); Colonial Secretary, 1907-10;
Prime Minister of the Union of South Africa, 1919-24

8 Vide Vol. IX, Appendix XII.

4 Rev. Joseph J. Doke had requested Gandhiji to send material for his
biography: M. K. Gandhi : An Indian Patriot in South Africa; ibid., p. 100
and Appendix VI.



4. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

NAME OF PRISONER : M. K. GANDHI
No: 777
PrRETORIA GAOL,
TRANSVAAL,
April 5, 1909
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I was shocked yesterday to hear of your mother's death — the
more so as I felt and do feel still guilty in that I was instrumental
in you not going to Europe to perform the necessary pilgrimage. I know
what a great consolation it would have been to you to have been by
her bedside. Knowing as I do so well your affectionate nature I can
fully enter into your grief. I feel it keenly that I am not with you in
body to share your sorrow. I am none the less your partner in it in
spirit. May I recall to your mind by way of consolation the incident
that happened to me ? You know that my dear mother was snatched
from me just a few days before my return to Bombay from London.!
This was over seventeen years ago but as I describe it to you, it seems
but yesterday that I realized on landing at Bombay what I had lost.
And my devotion to my mother was not inferior to yours.

But neither your mother nor mine has died. Their bodies have
perished but their souls still live, let us hope, fit for better tenements
than they have hitherto occupied. If so, why need we grieve? Our
affection is surely not restricted to their bodies which were bound to
be reduced to their natural elements some day or the other. And do
not our parents live in us as they have a right to, if we reproduce
in our lives their better parts ?

Need I say that among those of whom I think daily you are one.
I am not with you in body but I am always with you in spirit and
often feel as if I was doing my share of the household work—through
you!

I hope you are keeping well in body, soul and spirit. Many thanks
for the books you have sent. I have read David Copperfield* with
avidity. I finished it yesterday. You told me once you had read it and

! Gandhiji had set sail from London on June 12, 1891 and reached Bombay
on July 5, 1891.
2 A novel by Charles Dickens
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mentioned Uriah Heep!. I want you to recall Steerforthz I will not
say much but he may serve as a warning to all of us mariners on
this stormy ocean of life. We have all both good and bad in us like
Steerforth. But like him if we do not take care, we may in spite of
present brilliant promises become wrecks in the end. Was it not Solon
who said no man was to be considered good until he was dead ! No
matter who said it, we find the truth of the saying daily demonstrated.
I then, for my part, want to learn from your mother's death how fleeting
this body is and how necessary it is for me to prepare now for a
better hereafter? May the same be yours.

From the trend of my remarks you will gather what course my
reading has taken — and I have read a great deal and pondered over
what 1 have read.

Now I close, once more offering you the consolation of a loving
friend. Pray remember me to Mr. Hosken® and Mr. Cartwright, Mr.
and Mrs. Doke, Mr. and Mrs. Phillips. My kind regards to Olive®. How
is Mr. Call ? Pray remember me to him also and to Mr. Kennedy®
and his fiancee.

Do not trouble to answer as your letter will not be given to me
if you do write.

I am quite happy.

Yours sincerely,
UppER HOUSE

H. KALLENBACH, EsqQ.
ARCHITECT

SACKE's BUILDINGS
COMMISSIONER STR.
JOHANNESBURG

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

' & 2 Characters in David Copperfield

3 William Hosken, Member of Transvaal Parliament
4 Albert Cartwright, Editor of The Transvaal Leader
5 Daughter of the Dokes

6 Addressee's professional partner



5. DRAFT WILL AND TESTAMENT

[June 19, 1909]!
THis Is THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF ME, MOHANDAS
KARAMCHAND GANDHI OF JOHANNESBURG.

I hereby cancel all my previous testamentary dispositions especially
the Will ledged with the Master at Maritzburg, Natal.

I hereby appoint HERMANN KALLENBACH OF JOHANNESBURG,
Architect, PARSEE RUSTOMIEE JEEVANJEE OF DURBAN, Merchant, OMAR
HAJEE AMoD JoHARI OoF DURBAN, Merchant, and LEwis WALTER RiITCH
OF JOHANNESBURG, Barrister-at-law, at present in London, to be the
executers of this my Will and Administrators of all my Estate of
whatsoever kind and wheresoever situated.

The International Printing Press Works at Pheenix, the ground on
which they are situated, and Indian Opinion? are, among other things,
my property. In the profits of the said Press and Indian Opinion,
several of the workers are participators and the participators have
purchased plots of land out of the ground registered in my name.
Although Henry Solomon Leon Polak, the Editor of Indian Opinion,
is not at present participating in the profits, he, too, is entitled to a
two-acre plot of land on the same terms as the participators, and has
the same rights to the said plot as the others have to theirs; the
participators, where they have a one-acre plot, being entitled to have
two acres, should they require them, on the same terms as stated in
the documents held by them. My Executors are strictly to carry out
the terms embodied in the documents signed by them so far as they
are favourable to them. In so far as they are for my protection, the
Executors are to give to the participators as much latitude as possible.

My heirs shall not have any rights to the plots allotted [to] the
participators or to the ground occupied by the press or paid press hands,
such ground not being less than thirty acres including the plots.

If I do not leave any debts behind me, the whole of the hundred
acres at Pheenix are to be utilised for the purpose of establishing thereon
a school and a sanatorium in accordance with the plan discussed with
some of the participators.

' From the last paragraph of the item

2 A weekly published from Pheenix from December 1904, under the
management of Gandhiji, for whom "it was a part of my life". For Gandhiji's
description of the functions of the journal and his role in it, vide An
Autobiography, Part IV, Ch. XIII.

8
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I bequeath to the participators Indian Opinion, all the International
Printing Press and the surrounding ground for their use and benefit
to be used by them as to them may seem meet, and, in the event
of any disagreement between them, the majority shall decide upon the
disposal or use of the property, and I desire that, in consideration
therefore, they should pay Mrs. Gandhi the sum of Fivé Pounps (£ 5)
STERLING per month during her life and to my children during their
minority in the event of her predeceasing them during their minority.

It is my wish that my sons should devote their life-time to the Press,
School and Sanatorium, or whatever works of public use or charity
may be established at Pheenix or elsewhere.

I advise that, in order to save the whole of the hundred acres,
the presents given by me to the Congress to form an emergency fund
should, if necessary, be used.

In the event of the balance of the ground, namely, seventy acres,
being not required to pay any of my debts, my heirs shall not have
any right thereto.

Any of my Executors in the absence of the others may act singly.
I request them always to consult the participators.

I desire that no accounts need be filed with the Master.

I reserve to myself the right to add to or amend this Will by Codicil
or otherwise, or to revoke it entirely.

Signed by the Testator at Johannesburg, this 19th day of June, 1909,
in the presence of the subscribing witnesses both present together at
the same time.

AS WITNESSES :

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

6. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

ON THE TRAIN,
[June 21, 1909]*
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I address my first letter from the train to you as I expect most
from you and as you are uppermost in my thoughts. When heart speaks
to heart, speech is superfluous. Yet I cannot help saying this much : I
do not understand your extraordinary love. I hope I deserve it all. Our
mutual attachment is the strongest possible testimony of our having lived
before in bodies other than the present ones.

! Supplied by the addressee along with the information that Gandhiji left
Johannesburg for London on this date.
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May I ask you to count your pennies. If you would hold your possessions
in trust for humanity, that is God, you must mind how you use every
penny.

In all your dealings with Call, you will I know remember that he
owes his present happier position to you. It is therefore your duty so
far as possible not to separate from him.

The new responsibility imposed by me on you or undertaken by
you is none too great for your large heart.! It is your heart which has
to come into play and not the intellect merely. There need therefore
be no fear.

Lead kindly light

amid the encircling gloom,

Lead thou me on.

The night is dark and I am

far from home,

Lead thou me on.

I do not wish to see the distant scene,

one step enough for me,? etc.

Putting that limitation on ourselves we may march on from scene
to scene without anxiety and without bewilderment.

I sent back the strap through Call as I found the other in the bag
received from Volksrust.

There need be no hurry about buying stands. But if you think that
you should buy any you may have chosen, pray let not my difficulties
stand in the way.

Remember me to the Buffer House® and Mr. Kennedy and Miss
Hastings, Dr. Nanji‘.

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
31 FIRST AVENUE
DurBaAN

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

! The reference is to the addressee's appointment as Secretary of the British
Indian Association ; vide p. 14.

2 A hymn by Cardinal Newman

3 The identity of 'Buffer House' is not known.

4 An Indian medical practitioner of Durban; often treated the sick in the
Pheenix Settlement



7. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Tuesday [June 22, 19091
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I wrote last night and I hope that the steward posted my letters
all right. You will be surprised to learn that the train is as filthy as
it can be. I notice great deterioration on 1906. The Natal trains are
much cleaner.

I am nursing my co-delegate.2 His left eye is bad. He is having
salt-water wash.

I hope you will get all the wood, salt and all the moveable plants
from Orchards as also anything else that may have been left there.

I suggest that the bath, the plants and the other unnecessary articles
should be sent to the auction room. I wish too that you would come
to a decision about the motor. And why not get rid of the jewellery?

Architectural study ought to receive serious attention. You should
get all the books from Pretoria. Read again and again. The Light of
Asia, Trine's book (presented by Chh.) and Blavatsky's® Voice of the
Silence.

I hope you will stick to the resolution to make unfermented bread
at home. Even if you consider the other to be better, you will soon
perfect the baking of unfermented bread. It will be good self-denial
if you would go home and lunch. Skating should not, in my opinion,
be resumed for the time being. You have undertaken far too serious
work to admit of skating.

Why not read aloud, together with Call, something from Trine or
Voice of the Silence or some such work. The Song Celestial* 1 must
not forget.

If you see the Binions, please remember me to them.

Will you write to the people at Pheenix regularly? It would cheer
them.

Treasure the thought that men are wicked not wilfully but because
they cannot help themselves. They, therefore, deserve pity and not
contempt. God is in them just as much as in good men. The latter

! The dates in this and other letters to the addressee supplied in square
brackets without a footnote, are as indicated by him in the source.

2 Hajee Habib ; vide p.15 and also Vol. IX, p. 270.

3 Madame H. P. Blavatsky, founder of The Theosophical Society

4 An English rendering of the Bhagavad Gita in verse, by Edwin Arnold

11
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know Him, the former do not. The latter therefore have greater need
to be cautious as to their conduct. It (conduct) should be even like
the shining of the sun. He shines equally. But those who put themselves
aslant from Him or are further away from Him naturally do not get
the same warmth as those who put themselves directly under Him.
Enough of philosophizing.

Yours sincerely,

UprpErR HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy
National Archives of India

8. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Wednesday [June 23, 19091
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

This is the 3rd letter I am writing from the train.

Do please keep in touch with the Tamils of Johannesburg and
Pretoria. Know them all personally. If you can, go to Mrs. Chettiar?
and Mrs. Naidoo? and please apologize on my behalf. You may also
g0 to Mrs. Cachalia®, Cama®> and Coovadiaé. You will not forget the
prisoners in the gaols—all this especially if Polak goes to India.

Yours sincerely,
UppER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

9. A LETTER

July 3, 1909
MY DEAR BUFFER HOUSE,

This is just to thank you for the book (by Tolstoy) which I have
enjoyed thoroughly as I do all his works. They have a ring of truth
about them which other works seem to me to lack.

Remember please that as to the household economy (aye as to
fermented bread and tea, both of which Fletcher's authorities seem to
g0 against), you are my proxy. The Upper House will expect a faithful
account of the agency.

! From the reference to the "third letter" written from the train ; vide the
preceding two items.

2,3 4 5 & ¢ Wives of S. S. Chettiar, Thambi Naidoo, Adam Mahomed
Cachalia, Nadirsha Cama and Ebrahim Salooji Coovadia respectively
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The rest from the letter to the Lower House.
Yours sincerely,

UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

10. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

UNION-CASTLE LINE,
R. M. S. “KENILWORTH CASTLE”’,
July 3, 1909
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I hope you received the three letters I wrote from the train and
Capetown as also the telegram. The voyage has been so far very
delightful. Mr. Hajee Habib and I are getting on wonderfully well. The
sense of responsibility makes of one a different man. The sea has been
calm. The first-class life I abhor. Here there is real restraint on one's
liberty. The pampering that goes on is awful. Both Mr. Habib and I
go down to see our wine-drinking Indian friend' (you will remember
the face) who is a 3rd-class passenger and I often envy him his lot.
You will see this remark illustrated when (if at all) we travel together
as 3rd-class passengers. He no longer drinks. The life of the stewards
is the most enviable of all. The gaol life for me is the best. I am
doing a lot of reading but not with the same degree of concentration
as in the Pretoria gaol. The elegant distractions here are many and
various. I am leading a much simpler life than before, i.e., when I
last went to England. I allowed myself tea on the train. But here on
board no tea, no coffee, no breakfast are strictly adhered to. I avoid
as a rule the jam pot also. What say you to that ! Am feeling all
the better for the abstention. Brown bread, salad, cheese and fruit make
up my luncheon. Potatoes and any green vegetable, stewed fruit and
cream and bread and nuts make up my dinner. The meal does not
last much over 45 minutes. Can't reduce the time to 30 minutes. Have
finished Fletcher's book which, as you know, I have with me. Much
of it is highly technical. It is summed up in the following :

1. Do not eat without an appetite. Whether you have an appetite
or not is to be known by whether you have pure watering in the mouth
or not.

2. Masticate till the morsel is reduced to the liquid state.

3. Whether you have masticated or not is known by examining the

! Bhikhubhai Dayalji Malia; vide also Vol. IX, p. 276.
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faeces which should be consistent, free from odour and which should
leave the seat without soiling it.

I have been trying to follow the prescription. The last test has not
been yet quite satisfactory! but under better circumstances, it seems
to me that it would be so. The condition of the feces is certainly much
better than it was there. The motions are reduced to twice per day.
I have given you the above account knowing that both you and the
Buffer House would like it.

Hope you have got Mrs. Binion to put the lama in order. Everything
I lay my hands on is a perpetual reminder of you. This is good. But
please remember the compact. You are not to buy a new stationery
bag or socks or lama or dressing-case or a razor to make up the number
7. Otherwise all the pleasure of having used them will go. Those who
would live well could only consider themselves trustees of monies they
earn, for the sake of those who may need them. And a trustee dare
not use a penny more than is necessary, nor may he lose things he
has. 1 therefore feel the loss of the two razors, sandals and shaving
brush. These were not in the bag which arrived from Volksrust. I blame
myself partly for the theft as I neglected to buy a key and lock the
bag.

May I hope too that the monster is gone and that the other dressing-
case will go, if it has not already, and so also the jewellery ?

Had a long chat with the great Merriman? the Cape Premier. He
has promised to help. Let see how he redeems his promise. Friend
though he is of the great Smuts, I told him of my own experience
of the great South African statesman !

Now for business. I assume that Polak has left for India. I am
looking forward to your first experiences as Secretary of the Br. I. A.
What a rise! May you have strength to your bow. In the way of
instructions I have nothing to give. You have promised not to worry
and my instructions are to keep the promise. Then your work will be
smooth and, what is more, it will prosper.

How about the studies — architectural and devotional? Do the piles
still trouble you ? If they do, the formula is masticate, masticate,
masticate. Dr. Van Sommeren says if we do not know how to do
it, we should actually count 100 grindings or bitings with the teeth and
then not swallow. The food must voluntarily go down. If the practice
is continued for a month or so, the habit will become second nature.

If Mr. Kennedy is married, please give him my best wishes.

! Here the source has ‘satisfied’ written after scoring out ‘successful’.
2 John Xavier Merriman (1841-1926); Prime Minister of Cape Colony,
1908-10
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Has Isaac! returned or is he still at Delagoa Bay?
How is Mr. Kennedy's brother ?
With love,

Yours sincerely,
UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

11. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

UNION CASTLE LINE,
R. M. S. “KENILWORTH CASTLE”,
July 7, 1909
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I had expected a cable at Madeira giving a resume of the events
during the past 12 days. I take it, however, that there has been nothing
stirring happening and that Polak has gone to India. I shall now expect
some news in London.

The Delegates' statement is quite ready.? 1 have just completed
revision. I hope to send you an advance copy next week. This letter
will be posted before we reach Southampton.

It would not be a bad idea to send a weekly cable giving a summary
of imprisonments, etc. Nothing need be sent if nothing striking or useful
has happened.

We had an outing at Madeira yesterday. Mr. Hajee Habib enjoyed
it. I procured some fresh earth at Reid's Hotel and bandaged his eye
last night. This has given much relief. So the earth bandages are useful
even on board. He thinks that if he could have procured earth earlier
he would not have suffered so much as he had to. We had a prize
distribution last night. Naturally we two simply watched the proceedings
like dummies. I could not help thinking of you then. I felt that you
would have or could have carried most of the prizes. But what then,
I thought. No more inward satisfaction on that account. We would carry,
God willing, other and better prizes. There was so much vanity attached
to the whole performance last night. So much posing, and so much
clapping ! Could not grown-up people amuse themselves in a more
rational manner ? The noise they make at the dinner table is quite
uproarious. Hilarity is good but too much of it is simply vulgar. Vulgarity

! Gabriel Isaac

2 Vide also Vol. IX, p. 278. For the final statement of the Transvaal Indian
Case, ibid., pp. 288-301.
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of the vulgar is natural, but vulgarity of the higher classes is in my
opinion unpardonable. But of course to them proceedings are not only
not vulgar but perhaps necessary, so that they have to be judged from
their standpoint. To them it is all good taste. They know not what they
do, therefore, it is impertinent to criticize. And therefore the above is
not for judging harshly but to act rightly, profiting by such experiences.

I shall look forward to your report on Pheenix. I have not written
to Cordes except to tell him that as my speech or writing warranted,
I would observe silence. To West! I wrote at length.

With love and with every good wish,
Yours sincerely,

UpPER HOUSE

Friday
[PS.]
Pray remember me to the Buffer House.
[PPS.]
I have not seen a single passenger except a lad of about 16 who
has appeared in the saloon without evening dress.

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

12. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

WESTMINSTER PALACE HOTEL,
4 VICTORIA STREET, S.W.,
July 17, 1909

MY DEAR MR. KALLENBACH,

I am adopting the formal style of addressing, as you might have
to make use of this letter in many ways. I hope to write separately,
if only a few lines, in the household style if I can, but I am preparing
for the mail somewhat against time.

Imagine our surprise when we found ourselves at Waterloo Station
without anybody on the platform. Reuters cablegrams are not necessarily
published by the daily press. We had relied upon this cablegram catching
Mr. Ritch's? eye, but it was not published. The result was that he knew
nothing about the departure of the deputation, indeed he had given up
all hope. This is therefore a lesson to us that henceforth when

we want any particular news to reach the Committee, we have
' Albert H. West. The communication addressed to him, however, is not
available.
2 L. W. Ritch, Secretary, South Africa British Indian Committee, London
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to rely upon our own private cable. Several cablegrams from Cape
Town, Germiston, Grahamstown, Kimberley, Laurencomarques, Litchenburg,
Pietersburg, Port Elizabeth, Potchefstroom, Rustenburg, Standerton and
yourself have been received, but we have avoided publicity of these.
They have been forwarded to the India Office and the Colonial Office
by Mr. Ritch in the name of the Committee.

The death of Nagappen' is a severe blow; I have not got over
it yet. You can understand my own feelings and yet I am not sorry,
for the sake of the cause. It was what I hope I am personally prepared
for and what 1 have been preaching all the time for the last two years
and a half. Every Indian knows that he has to face death in connection
with the struggle, and to face it with calmness and cheerfulness.
Nagappen has died in the body but he is living in the spirit and I hold
the latter to be everything, the former comparatively to be nothing. 1
only hope that the community has taken it in that light, that nobody
on that account has become disheartened and that the parents have
not been unduly affected by the bereavement. At the same time I hope,
too, that every mark of sorrow and sympathy by the whole community
was shown and that his cremation or burial was undertaken by the
community. If his photograph can be secured and if this has not been
done already, do you not think that we should have the photograph
published as a supplement to Indian Opinion ? 1 take it that a resolution
of sympathy has been sent to his parents and his wife if he was married,
and that due provision has been made for the support of those who
were dependent upon him.

The same cablegram gave us the news about Mr. Dowd Mahomed?2
The same remarks that I have made about Nagappen are applicable
in his case. I hope, however, that his illness was not deep-seated, and
that he is now all right working away in Johannesburg for the cause
to which he has devoted his life.

Ever since our arrival, we have not been idle; I have no rest. You
will be agreeably surprised to learn that this letter is being taken down
by Miss Polak®. She has been having very little rest. The day before
yesterday she was working until 11 o'clock in the evening. The work
is all preparatory and it is behind the scenes. We have seen Mr. Ameer
Ali4, Sir Mancherjee’, Mr. Surendranath Banerjee¢ and several other
Indian leaders.

' On July 6, 1909, after he was released from Johannesburg jail in a "dying
condition" on June 30; vide Vol. IX, p. 299.

2 Who had been released from jail on grounds of ill-health

3 Maud, sister of H. S. L. Polak

4 Justice Ameer Ali, eminent judge

5 Sir Mancherjee Merwanjee Bhownaggree, barrister, Member of Parliament
and of British Committee of the Indian National Congress

¢ Orator and politician, President of the Indian National Congress, 1895
and 1902
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We called on Sir Richard Solomon! and had a very long chat with
him. He has quite privately promised to see General Smuts.

Lord Ampthill?, as also Sir William Lee-Warner® and Mr. Theodore
Morison* were at the hotel. Lord Ampthill is an exceedingly good man;
he will do all he can. He will place himself in correspondence with
Mr. Merriman and Mr. Sauer®. He is going to confer with Lord Curzon,
whom we have asked for an appointment. Lord Ampthill thinks that
just at present we should not publish anything in the papers, not even
the news regarding imprisonments and such other matters, unless the
press publishes them as from their own correspondents. Lord Ampthill
is also of the opinion that it would be no use, in the event of the private
negotiations that are now going on falling through, waiting on the Colonial
Secretary and the Secretary of State for India in a deputation, but he
thinks that it would be advisable for us to seek for a private interview
with both of them. There is a great deal in this. Sir William Lee-Warner
on the other hand is of different opinion. He thinks that too much
publicity could not be given to this matter and that there should be
ceaseless agitation in order to rouse public opinion in England. This
means practically addressing audiences, interesting the House of
Commons members and interviewing them almost every day. I hope
that this will not be necessary, but if it is, it means a long stay and
then it may prove absolutely profitless. The more 1 look about me in
this country, the more strengthened I become in my conviction that
the deputation is only of secondary importance and that it represents
the measure of our weakness in the Transvaal, and that the only unfailing
remedy is to be sought in unadulterated passive resistance, that is, the
sufferings of the people. If the amount already accumulated is not
enough to touch the humanity of those who are immediately concerned,
it simply means that a great deal more has to be gone through. I feel,
too, that the suffering should, as time progresses, be mute and
undemonstrative. We should have faith enough in it to know that it
will speak for itself. If the private negotiations fail, I do not expect
much to come out of public agitation, though so long as we can stay
here, we shall do that too. At the same time, so far as I can think
at present, I would certainly decline to pass a long time here, because
I believe that our work is really there, not here.

' Lieut-Governor of the Transvaal, 1905-6

2 Governor of Madras, 1899-1906; acted as Viceroy and Governor-General
of India, 1904

3 Anglo-Indian Administrator, additional member of the Viceroy's Council

4 One-time Principal of the Mahomedan College at Aligarh

5 J.W. Sauer, M.L.A., later a member of the Union Cabinet
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Mr. Ameer Ali has been trying to secure an appointment with Sir
Richard Solomon.

I have sent a very long letter to Mr. Polak® and nearly thirty letters
of introduction, most of them given by the Secretary of the All-India
Muslim League and Major Syed Hussain Bilgrami. I take it that you
are keeping him in touch with what goes on there, even by cable if
necessary.

Mr. Ritch's position is very difficult. In order to save the Committee
expenses, he has been overworking himself in order to establish a
practice here, so that as long as he remains here, the work of the
Committee may be done without much pecuniary assistance from South
Africa. Mrs. Ritch has undergone an operation for the third time. I
have seen her once; she is in a nursing home. The operation has been
performed by a specialist.? It has been entirely successful, but she is
skin and bone. However, her vitality is wonderful and the surgeon is
quite hopeful that she will entirely recover. If by the grace of God
she does do so, it will be a very great relief for Mr. Ritch. Sir
Mancherjee speaks of his work and his ability in the most flattering
terms.

Will you please apologize to Mr. Doke on my behalf ? I am not
writing him separately. I take it that he will see this letter. I hope
he has benefited by the change.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

H. KALLENBACH, Eso.
ARCHITECT

SACKES BUILDING
COMMISSIONER STREET
JOHANNESBURG

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

' Vide Vol. IX, pp. 284-8.
2 Henry Morris, ibid., p.286.



13. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

4 VICTORIA STREET,
LonpoN, S. W,
July 21, 1909
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I searched in vain among the mail letters for one from you. I am
concerned at the absence of any letter from you. I have kept my promise
by writing to you more than regularly. The Upper House demands an
explanation, though the Upper House has sufficient confidence in the
Lower House to surmise that the absence is to be accounted for on
good and sound reasons. Still the [Upper]* House is most anxious about
the welfare of the joint family.

I have not given myself sufficient sleep still. Dr. Mehta? a very
old and staunch friend, is here. We have been discussing many important
matters. But the only time I can give him is after 11 p.m., so that
we have both been keeping late hours. I must talk to you about the
discussions when we meet. You will like them I am sure.

I hope you are keeping good health and the resolutions we had
come to.

Mr. Hajee Habib continues to give assistance by not interfering.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

[PS.]
Regards to the Buffer House.

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

' The source has ‘‘Lower”.
2 Dr. Pranjivan J. Mehta
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14. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

4 VICTORIA STREET,
LonDoN, S.W.,
July 30, 1909
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

It is at 10.30 p.m. that I commence this letter and there is a lot
before me to write. I shall therefore be brief.

Both your letters were received at the same time. This explains
why I received none the previous week.

Your letters are charming. I know that you do not want them to
be read by anybody else. And as I have to wander about from place
to place, I propose to destroy them.

My apologies to Pussy for not having thought of him. It was a
relief to me to learn that he was alive and well. On the strength thereof
I forgave you the motor-ride.

The settlement is in the air. If it comes I would endeavour to leave
as early thereafter as possible. If it does not come, I shall have to
work furiously and may have to stay out the whole of September.

I expect your next letter to tell me that you had seriously
commenced your studies.

More I will not say this week.
Yours sincerely,

UrPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

15. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

4 VICTORIA STREET,
LoNDoON, S.W.,
August 7, 1909
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I have your weekly letter. Have just received a letter from Lord
Curzon which shows that he too is working. However, more will be
known next week.

I hope that you will put your studies on a sound footing. It is high
time.

21
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I will say nothing about the proposed new home. My hope is that
we will not this time have aristocratic simplicity but simple simplicity.

I cannot tell you how deeply affected I was when I heard of the
assassination of Col. Wyllie and Dr. Lalcacal. I expressed some very
strong opinions to some of the stupid young men who seemed to glory
in the deed as one of the national virtue. Personally as one believing
in soul force, a rule based on a bloody foundation would be utterly
repugnant. I would not have independence if the price to be paid is
assassination. No, you are right, such a deed can find no justification
in my estimation.

All you say about Miss Schlesin? is too true. Yours is the glory;
you brought her to me.

I am writing against time and so close with love to yourself and

Buffer House.
Yours sincerely,

UprPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

16. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Thursday [August 12, 1909]
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

So you have commenced building in right earnest. I can thoroughly
appreciate your desire to finish the building in preference to going to
Pheenix. We all want to postpone attending to matters of duty to doing
works of pleasure. But are not matters of duty sources of real pleasure
? 1 know that H.K. will remain and die H.K. But H.K. can and will
look upon many things of duty as things of pleasure. Does he not look
upon a life in the open air, which is essentially a matter of duty now,
as a matter of pleasure ? This applies to many changes that he has
grown to, or imperceptibly made. The building of a simple house for
the purpose of promoting one's peace, I consider a very healthy pastime.
It occupies your mind usefully. There is no occasion therefore for self-
castigation.

You are often mentioned in chats with friends. I have an old
acquaintance of 18 years' standing. She made me tell her all about
our life. She has herself built a summer cottage for herself, and now

! Sir William Curzon Wyllie and Dr. Cawas Lalkaka. For details of the
incident, vide also Vol. IX, p.284, fn. 6.

2 Sonja Schlesin joined Gandhiji as steno-typist and later played an
important role in the satyagraha struggle.
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wants me to show her a photograph of the Kraal. Will you kindly send
it to her directly! ? I say directly, because I may not be here when
the photo arrives. Her address is :
Mrs. Freeth
48 Finchley Road
London, N.W.

I cannot too often remind you of the studies.

All the political news you will find in the official letter.
Yours sincerely,

UprPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

17. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH
August 20, 1909

MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I have your remarkable letter of the 25th [ultimo]?. Remarkable
because it is long, exhaustive and most admirably written. Love pervades
it. I wish I could write an equally good letter in reply. But I cannot,
if only because it is now 11 p.m. and having had little rest during the
week, I feel sleepy. I have not been doing much work in connection
with the struggle, but I have been giving a lot of time to Dr. Mehta—an
old and valued friend.

If you are chewing more, I would say, 'more still'. I hope to send
you Tolstoy's essay on the morals of diet. It is magnificent. I hope
you will read it without loss of time. I am sending it not because it
is on diet but because it provides a true basis for a moral life. I am
sure you will like it. Am buying a few copies for distribution.

If you will think in the same strain of many other things as you
do of the missing razor, you will have many reminders.

Saturday
[PS.]

At this stage I was interrupted and we talked away till 2 a.m.
I am now writing against time and will therefore close.

Yours sincerely,
UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

' Vide also Vol. IX, p. 379.
2 The source has ‘‘instant”.



18. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

4 VICTORIA STREET,
LoNDoN, S.W.,
August 28, 1909
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,
I am writing this after midnight. I shall therefore again have to
be brief.

I am delighted that you are getting more work. You deserve it
not because you are a cleverer architect than others but because you
are truer. But even at the risk of repeating myself I hope you will
not mind my warning you against spending money freely. You are a
trustee. Nothing is yours.

I note your motoring experience. If you saw the craze for it here
and saw how poor people suffer from the infliction, I am sure your
humanity would make you forswear motors for ever. They are an
invention of the devil. And if to these are added the monsters of the
air, life in such countries is bound to become unbearable.

I had a delightful trip to Whiteway on Sunday where Husen is
recouping? his health. There if you please is the simple life. Whilst
we were having our simple meal, I could not but think of the beautiful
picture you (or we?) have of 'the simple fare' or some such thing.
You know what I mean.

Please give my apology to Buffer House for not writing separately.
I shall be pleased to bring anything (not a monster) that Mrs. Le Bas
gives me.

With love,

Yours sincerely,
UprpER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

! Ironically, years later, in a letter to V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, Gandhiji
wrote : ‘‘Andrews described what might have been a serious accident as
Kallenbach was driving you from Pretoria to Johannesburg at break-neck speed,
and one of the tyres of his fashionable motor burst;” vide Vol. XXXV, p.18.

2 The original here has ‘“‘recruiting’, apparently a slip.
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19. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

THE WESTMINSTER PaLACE HOTEL,
LoNDpoN, S.W.,
August 30, 1909
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I continue to receive your logical and charming love notes. That
you should describe Mrs. Gandhi as your mother, shows your ultra-
regard for me. You have reached a stage in which you refuse to
recognize my limitations. How shall I retain such an exalted standard !
Do I merit this affection ? Shall I be able to live up to it 7 I will
not disturb your love. It can do you good. Me it can drag down if
there be aught in me of selfishness in my relations with you. That
you can make yourself comfortable in my home (have I one?) without
me and with all the awkward ways of Mrs. Gandhi and the children
shows the height you have attained. You remind me of friendships of
bygone ages of which one reads in histories and novels. I promise this
— that I shall ever pray that [ may ever retain the seat I have found
in your heart and that I may do nothing to forfeit that love which is
almost superhuman.

Agnes Phillips I have seen. She says she cannot imagine me in
London without you !

But is that Love to exhaust itself in delicate attention towards me
and those that are called mine ? Will it not compel you, lead your
on, to the study you know you need so badly to complete and
complement your life ? You do so many things for me. Can you not
add this much ? Nothing is beyond the power of Love. Will your
disinclination for study baffle even that Love ? I am sure you have
but to make the effort and you will do it. A month’s hard grind will
make the thing most natural for you. Behind this imploring you will
detect, as I do, my own selfishness also. For if you study, I am less
likely to lose the place I have found in your heart. If you do not study,
you may be dissatisfied with yourself, then with your surroundings and
at last it may be with me.

I am glad that you have found nothing very wrong with Ramdas?
and that you like the man in West.

' Third son of Gandhiji
25
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It was most considerate of you to have taken Jalbhai with you
to Phcenix.

The rest in the official letter.

With love,

Yours sincerely,
UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

20. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH
September 10, 1909

MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I have another charming letter from you. Everyone considers that
your love for me is excessive. I pass on the thought for what it may
be worth. I have discussed it fully with you.

Manilal* tells me you had the buying mania again — that you had
bought sandals, etc. Take care please that you do not spoil the children.
Remember that they have to realize and love their poverty. Let them
toil on. They can well go without sandals, etc.

In this letter I want to write to you about Ritch. He is living from
hand to mouth. He has practice but he is struggling. The burden is
killing him and his family. His father-in-law? has become an idiot. Mrs.
Ritch is still in a very delicate condition. I personally do not think that
the S. A. Br. Ind. Committee should be kept at the expense it would
require to keep it going with Ritch. Without Ritch it would be practically
useless. There is no one here to replace him. What is to be done ?
I think that Ritch should return to S.A. His passage amounts to nearly
£ 250. In the official letter I have suggested that the [Committee]?
should bring him out. But if the Committee will not or cannot, I suggest
your raising the money — you will have no cash — and lending it to
him for me. If he earns or I do, it shall be paid, otherwise you will
have helped a deserving brother. I do not think the money will be lost.
But if it is, let it be. Will you please cable whether you can advance
the money if the committee does not give it ? Quinn* should help. He
used to tell me he would. If the Committee decides to break up the

Gandhiji's second son

Cohen

The original here has 'community', obviously a slip.
Leung Quinn, Chinese leader

B w N -
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Committee here and does not vote the £ 250 and if you can advance,
will you cable ‘well’ to the usual address and I will understand that
you can and will advance. If you cannot advance you need not cable
and I shall understand your silence. I am giving you another cable word
in the official letter. If the money is then wanted I shall cable for
it and it may be sent. My advice is that you should ask the Committee
there to break up the Committee here whether the struggle goes on
or not.

The temptations you describe as having [been] resisted are
interesting. It is useless to ascribe them to me. I am no more responsible
for the resistance than a log of wood. The effort is all yours. As I
have often told you, the capability and the possibility were in you. I
may have been instrumental in awakening the thing. But so may a book,
yes, even a suggestion from nature around you. These are passing
circumstances in one's life. But having seen the capability and the
possibility, it is for you to carry them further and further till at last
you are in tune with the Infinite. In ascribing them to me or any other
outward circumstance, you but hinder your growth and shower
undeserved love on surrounding objects — the victim this time being
myself.

You will be pleased to hear that I have today invested in a pair
of boots 22/6. It was a hard thing to part with so much money. I
have bought ill-health for 22/6. 1 could have bought health for 8/6
invested in walking sandals. But can a delegate walk about in a hotel
or in streets with sandals ? With this problem and with much love,

I subscribe myself,
UprPER HOUSE

[PS.]
My apologies to Buffer House for not writing this week.

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India



21. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

September 17, 1909
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

Yet another charming letter from you. But the letters will cease
to be charming if they continue to excuse non-study by the Lower
House. The life of the Lower House cannot be perfect (so far as
possible) or satisfactory so long as some time at least is not devoted
to serious study. That the Lower House keeps good health is good,
but the health cannot be really good if it keeps one too sluggish for
some serious study.

Your account of Ramdas having fetched water so naturally and
gracefully excites a father's pride. I hope that the account is accurate.

The news of illnesses at Pheenix has upset me much. What could
be the cause? Have you found it out ?

Am delighted that Cordes is getting on.

It is past midnight now. I will therefore stop with love to you
and the Buffer House.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

22. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH
September 24, 1909

DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

Your letter to hand. I will not now use any adjective for the reasons
explained last week.

Your portrait (the only one) stands on my mantelpiece in the
bedroom. The mantelpiece is opposite to the bed. The eternal toothpick
is there. The corns, cottonwool and vaseline are a constant reminder.
The pen I use (you see the pencil has disappeared) in each letter it
traces makes me think of you. If, therefore, I wanted to dismiss you
from my thoughts, I could not do it. My nose—well it won't stop its
action. Each time I blow it I take out my ’kerchief (is the ’kerchief
mine except by appropriation!) and say ‘no, I must not use a torn
envelope if I am in the office and I must not settle the dust on the
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road as Polak would say it because you would not like it.” Yes, I have
never departed from the contract. The result is I use a ’kerchief per
day. That however is in passing. The point to illustrate is to show to
you and me how completely you have taken possession of my body.
This is slavery with a vengeance. But then the reward, what is it to be ?
The unwritten compact is you take the body and give the mind by
way of study. You cannot take 'no' for an answer from yourself.
I am glad you went to the Chinese meeting. Your presence must
have greatly cheered them.
I hope the Buffer House is keeping well both in body and mind.
My congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy. I wish them a happy
life. May Mrs. Kennedy be 'helpmeet' in the real sense of the term.
How is Mr. Kennedy's brother? I am looking forward to your

impressions of Harilal.
Yours sincerely,

UprPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

23. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

October 1, 1909
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

Your letter as usual. I have just received your private cable. I take
it however that it has been sent with the knowledge of some at least
of the workers and therefore at the cost of the Association. It is quite
a legitimate Association expense. The cable does not surprise me, nor
does it worry me. I[t] shows more clearly than I can by argument
that the cause for the prolongation of the struggle lies within ourselves.
It is my firm belief that if you are weak, no matter whether you show
your weakness in words or not, you leave unconsciously an impress
of it on your opponent. Such has been the case with friend Habib.
Smuts can feel it and so can Lord Crewe? What wonder then if both
of them be in no hurry to end the struggle ! We have then to be
patient and fight internal forces as well as external that are ranged
against us. Our friend did some time ago suggest it to me too that
we should accept what has been offered. I returned an emphatic 'no'.
Then came Mr. Abdul Cadir upon me. I told him that even if the
community turned upon me and asked me to accept the proposal, I

' Gandhiji's eldest son
2 Secretary of State for the Colonies
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should have to say 'mo'; that those were the terms on which I consented
to lead the deputation, and that it was a matter of my own conscience.
Since then nobody has ventured to talk to me about accepting Smuts'
terms. Please make the position clear to the people and tell them that
owing to weakness within we must look forward to a prolonged struggle.
At the same time let no one consider that it was a mistake to have
elected our friend as a delegate. Nothing better could have happened.
He is all right here. He would have been a source of weakness there.
Here his weakness can only make me stronger and here he must keep
himself under check. Indeed he has behaved himself very properly.
I can easily overlook his having written to people there. Weakness ever
expresses itself in such dubious ways.

And now for the home chat. Does not the above incident show
to you that our worst enemy is our weakness. Weakness is due to
fear; fear is due to lack of faith in the possibilities within the soul for
good; lack of faith is due to our over-attachment to the ever perishing
and perishable body. If, therefore, we get rid of the body snare that
binds us so tight, we set the soul free for its work—progress or evolution.
The greater the faith, the greater the strength. Having by strength
surmounted fear, we surmount weakness. And then we are practically
free. This reasoning, I am sure, applies to your disinclination to study.
I can wait and watch. But you cannot wait before you begin. I am
sure that you should go at it again and again until you have gained
mastery over your disinclination. Every failure will be a stepping-stone
to success. Shall I — may I expect to — see you an earnest student?
Just this thing is lacking to fill the cup of your satisfaction.

I am glad you are not hurrying on the construction of the new
house or hut. I am gaining a great deal of experience. We shall discuss
it all when we meet.

You did not give me your opinion of Harilal.

My regards to our friend Umsweli when he returns and also to
Buffer House. Fancy speaking of the two in the same strain ! Why
not ?

With love all round,

Yours sincerely,
UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India



24. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

October 27, 1909
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

In your letter before me I notice a ring of helplessness about your
studies. That will not do at all. I am sure you will not be satisfied
with such an unsatisfactory state of things. That you are getting more
work should give more zest for study rather than satisfaction.

Ritch was much pleased to notice your appreciation of him and
your efforts on his behalf. I need hardly thank you. Between us there
is no room left for expressing formal thanks or anything of the kind.
Poor Mrs. Ritch undergoes operation on Saturday. Ritch is now
arranging to settle here permanently. He will therefore no longer, for
the present at any rate, need pecuniary help in the way of passage
money.

Hajee Habib's letter is what I should expect it to be. I do not think
he has carried on any secret correspondence with anybody here. In
his letter sent there he has frankly avowed his weakness and tried
to weaken our friends there. He therefore need not be unduly blamed
for his letter. I certainly still think that he is better with me than there.
His weakness has undoubtedly weakened the deputation in the finer
sense. But that is inevitable. Had he remained there, he would have
proved dangerous. As it is, he may still go to gaol. He certainly does
not say he will not. I admit he is not looking forward to it.

If Harilal has not yet returned I hope you will write to him personally
and ask him to return and be arrested.

Do you not think that I am improving my handwriting ? I am making
the effort anyhow.

With love,

Yours sincerely,
UprpER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India
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25. LETTER TO MILLIE GRAHAM POLAK

November 14, 1909
MY DEAR MILLIE,

Though we differ somewhat as to the view of life, there is still
a subtle sameness running through our thought which makes you most
lovable to me. The inner voice tells you one thing, the outer life shows
a contradiction. You rightly decline the assistance of the intellect and
wait for the light of intuition. Some day and somehow it would come.
And if you are more true and I am less so, then pray that I may
have the light. Meanwhile both of us are mad after Truth. So we are,
apart from your being Henry's wife, sister and brother. Miss Molteno*
will not have us otherwise. She is right. But then I am an exacting
brother. I do not want the obedience of a daughter, that only a daughter
can give and should give. But I do want a sister's full trust and
confidence. Will you please express to me all your wants! I am more
anxious now that I am away from you. It was a relief to me to meet
you twice a week. Now, O God, when shall we who have so much
in common meet again ! And yet why complain? We are nearer, than
the passengers who are sitting in the same room as [ am.

I want your confidence because I hastened your legal marriage?
and I have been instrumental in keeping you physically apart® I know
my responsibility. I ask you to help me to fulfil it. If then you suffer
from any want at all will you please promise to let me know ? When
it requires immediate satisfaction, please do not hesitate to let Mr. Ritch
know. Better if you let him know directly but if you have any delicate
hesitation about it, please do so through my adopted daughter. The word
‘adopted’ jars. It ordinarily shows some separation. To me it signifies
none. But I will not use it often.

But am I worthy to be her father? Yes, if she is worthy to be
my daughter. You know what Mrs. Gandhi used to call Henry — my
first-born. He is too mature to be that to me. But Maud is immature
enough to be all that to me — my first-born daughter. Of Henry Mrs.
G. used to speak out of jealousy. I am sure she would speak of Maud
lovingly if only because she is a woman. She will fill Mrs. Gandhi's

! Daughter of Sir John Molteno
2 Vide Vol. XXXIX, pp. 246-7.
% Vide pp. 50-1, and Vol. X, p. 332.
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life. Now that is selfish. A father has a right to be selfish like that.
You see how Maud occupies me. During the past three months, i.c.,
after the first month's work she has never wanted to be away from
me. And yet I never guessed the intensity of affection until that night
when she thought all her ambition was dashed to the ground. But is
all this real or is it the glamour of my presence ? If it is the latter,
it is too terrible. I would then have to revise my enthusiasm. And how
is that possible? Anyhow I look to you to observe Maud, analyse her,
cross-examine her and find out where she is. There is no present need
of anybody in Pheenix. And yet if Maud is what she says she is, she
will always be wanted. She will go to give strength.

Of Celia and Amy I saw little. I know there was little need. They
have your loving care. But let me once more remind you of our
conversation when we were going to Miss Molteno. It is the duty of
every man and woman unless they dedicate their lives to an ideal pure
and simple to serve humanity by marrying. I am not wrong when I
say that the custom of girls making their choice is disastrous. If you
could but quietly contemplate what girls’ life today is in England, you
would shake with rage and pity. Do not judge from yourself. You are
exceptional. Anyway, your clear vision will show you immediately that
you are bound to select a better husband for Amy than ever she can.
In order to come to this we need not discuss even the higher proposition.
If you agree with me, I am sure you will not think of giving Amy
an intellectual training such as painting, etc., but make her a good and
loving soul. That is the training that the world needs. Don't you agree?

Maud has given me the enlargement of that lovely picture of Waldo*
and Brownie?. May they ever fill your life and grow to be a credit
to their parents.

With love,

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

' & 2?2 Addressee's sons



26. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

November 15, 1909
MY DEAR HENRY,

I cannot say I am pressed for time today. If therefore there is
anything left out it will be due to my forgetfulness. You are in for
a big dose, so prepare yourself.

As I write Maud is uppermost in my mind. I therefore commence
with her. She cannot tear herself away from me. I was watching her
at the station. She was on the point of breaking down. She would not
shake hands with me. She wanted a kiss. That she could not have
at the station, not that she or I was afraid but it would be misunderstood,
so she stood rigid on the platform. We have not shaken hands for
months. But the night scene I have already described to you has
transformed her and with her me. If all she has shown be genuine
she may eclipse you. If that happens, no one will be more pleased
than you would be. Anyhow please help her all you can. Millie gave
to Sally! and Maud in my presence a harrowing picture of Pheenix —
not a single relieving feature — beetles everywhere, spiders, ants in
the milk, no baths, water bad, people half naked, filth too, lift a plate
and you will find an insect underneath, snakes hanging from the tree,
you have not only to tolerate this but love the insect life, you may
not destroy any life, I (Millie) could not do it, my idea of simplicity
different from G.'s, I would not therefore live in Phcenix, etc. It was
a gloriously exaggerated description. I said not a word except to
emphasise the fact that the girls were to accept it as an accurate
description. Well, Sally was off. She would have none of Pheenix. She
had not known it was all that. Not so Maud. She had heard all this.
She knew that I was not available in Pheenix. Still she wanted to go
and live the life. Cheeseman? who is Maud's great friend and I believe
pure-minded pleads that I should not disappoint Maud and that she is
perfectly sane in what she is doing. I have told her that I consider
Indian civilization to be the best in the world and that therefore it means
for her to be more Indianized than you are. She revels in the thought.
Such is the condition in which I have left her. Mrs. G. used to describe
you as my first-born. She said so in jealousy. She would accept Maud
as my first-born lovingly. She, I think will fill her life. Mark a father's

selfishness. You are, you remain what you are, to me—Chhota
! Addressee's sister
2 H. E. Cheeseman
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Bhai—younger brother and yet more than a brother. You are too mature
to be what Mrs. G. would have you to be. Maud on the other hand
can be my first-born and therefore in some way more than you are
to me. She will claim more of me. Can I give it ? Am I worthy of
all that affection? Is she worthy of it from me? Unless she is a downright
imposter which she is not, she is quite capable of it. The other theory
is that the whole thing is a nine days' wonder due to the glamour of
my personality. If so, I should be shot on sight. For if people can be
so falsely enthused by me, I am useless — a power more for harm
than good. Your saint is then doomed for ever. However that may
be, there is a huge problem for you and for me to solve. May Maud
go to Pheenix? If her affection is real it will be a sin for anybody
to prevent her. I leave her at that. I have commended her to Millie
and Ritch.

Of Sally, what shall I say? She is a butterfly. She said to me that
she was so completely under the influence of that man that he had
but to command and it was for her to obey. Hence she wanted to
go to S.A. I suggested to Mater and then to Sally that the household
should be simplified and that she should have the post she has at present
and do the household work. All this and Millie's description of Pheenix
has put Sally off from Pheenix and made her promise that she will
have none of that man. Here of course she is wrong. It is evident
too that having drawn herself a romantic picture of Pheenix she
exaggerated her misconduct in order to ensure her going to Phcenix.
But when Pheenix is no longer her goal, the thing assumes its true
proportion. However, 1 consider her position to be unsafe where she
is. I have written again saying that she should leave that post and try
for another if she must have one.

Sally you will not help much by writing in an upbraiding tone. You
should write to her in the gentlest tones and ask her to follow Millie's
advice and if she will do so, leave the present post, leave the suffrage
movement and help you in the struggle you are engaged in by doing
her volunteer work well and truly. For 1 have I think told you that
she is one of the volunteers for the work.

Maud's letter to you requires some correction but I need not dwell
upon it.

b Mother I am sorry has been examined by a palmist or two and
so has Sally. This palmist has told them they are going to South Africa
in two years’ time. This is all drivel. I spoke strongly to Mother about
it. You need not say anything on it. I simply pass on the information.

Father is what he was before. I would not discuss him nor Mother.
Them we will discuss when we meet. I am simply informing you of
what you should know immediately.
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Millie is a wonder-worker. She is happy in the thought that her
husband is doing good work and that he is being appreciated. Surrounded
by loving sisters and two beautiful children, she is calm and serene
doing good where she can. Her devotion to you is great. May you
ever be complements each of the other.

Your life has affected both the sisters and Maud more so. She
is impatient to read your letters to me. Here endeth the family and
personal history.

Your work there has deeply affected Ritch. You have risen in his
estimation immensely. He calls you a born journalist. I have a better
name for you. You are a born idealist. And if you are not born to
realize your ideal in this life, it will not quite be your fault. Every word
in the last sentence has its significance.

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

27. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

UNION-CASTLE LINE,
November 25, 1909
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I write this in anticipation of my going to gaol before reaching
Johannesburg.

Your letters are always a study in human nature at its best. Your
last one is more so than usual. I call them a study in human nature
at its best because you lay bare your heart to me — a privilege I assure
you I appreciate very much indeed.

If I were to discuss all I have seen and pondered over, it will
fill pages and yet I should not succeed in explaining my meaning
thoroughly. I fully understand your moral difficulty — how to get out
of the ordinary dishonesty. I should prize this healthy discontent and
nurture it. You will then soon find a way out of it. In the light of
my new experiences and further development I have gone through I
would like to be by your side and as of old go into the life problems
with you. But there need be no impatience. Meanwhile, you have many
desirable things to occupy your mind, chiefest among which is this
Transvaal struggle.

You ask when will you and I be free from it? I know you have
been taxed sufficiently. You have got more than you bargained for.
That unfortunately is the price friends pay for close association with
me. But apart from feelings of consideration for you I see no necessity
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for the question when shall we be free. Whichever turn the struggle
takes, it is the best discipline I can have. Whilst I work strenuously
to bring it to a close, I continue in it as if it was to last a lifetime.
And so it may be with you if you can take it cheerfully and calmly.
We agreed when I left for London, that you could not be better
occupied. And I am now face to face with the fact that you have
to be so occupied to the end of the struggle. To say you could leave
it, is to insult you and to underrate your ability to stand fire. No, my
dear Lower House, I can only say you should be absorbed in the struggle
and to that end compel yourself to be calm.

I shall be writing to you officially also, so that you will see how
far the struggle has advanced in London and what effort is necessary
in the Transvaal.

Cordes continues to cause trouble. He has been swearing, it appears,
at Purushottamdas Desai! who, so far as I know, is a very quiet and
amiable man. He has felt it terribly. I do not want to write to Cordes
for fear I may offend him without doing good. There seems to have
been some financial trouble also. I fear that Pheenix has to be supplied
with funds. What the condition there is, I do not know. I can only
leave the matter in your hands to do the best you can and to ease
the situation at Phcenix. Devdas, I notice, was very ill and had not
recovered quite at the time they wrote to me. All this shows that I
should be free for a few days and yet I know that I must not ask
for a postponement.

I can understand your repugnance towards Motan. And yet I feel
that some day or other you [would] want to get rid of this sort of
thing. Is he not a member of the same human family? Before you
and I realize the identity of all life, we have to live this prejudice down.
The thing is difficult but there is no escape from it.

This is a very unsatisfactory letter. Instead of relieving you of the
worry and the trouble of looking after the struggle and my affairs when
you are yourself not at ease, this letter invites [you] to take on more.
I can only hope that I may be soon able to relieve you although the
struggle may not end soon.

When 1 think of you and think of what awaits Mr. Doke, my head
begins to turn. I pull myself up and say to myself : there is nothing
of self in this. Why then worry ? You and he could only do the best.
And there I must leave the situation.

I expect that the house has not gone beyond what you described
in your letter. I would certainly like to poke my nose into it and play

' Who was in charge of the Pheenix school
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the architect and give some of the newfangled notions I am bringing
with me.

With every apology for this letter and with love,
Yours sincerely,

UppER HOUSE
[PS.]

I have been working very hard on the steamer and have given
myself no rest. It is now after 8 p.m. and there is still much before
me to finish. I have translated a long letter from Tolstoy! and written
an original book in Gujarati.?

From the original: Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

28. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

Monday [After December 2, 1909]°
MY DEAR HENRY,

I have not the time to give you a long letter today. Too much
disturbance at the office. At the invitation of Nagdee. I took the school
children to Warmbaths for the Sunday. We have just returned.
Kallenbach and Ritch were with me and so also Pragji‘.

You will have copy of my evidence before the Select Committee.
It is not meant for publication. Dr. Mehta is there. I wish you could
fix up now the essay on passive resistance on which you will remember
I drew up a syllabus.

Yours sincerely,
BHAI

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

! Which was reproduced in Indian Opinion, 25-12-1909, 1-1-1910 and 8-1-1910;
for Gandhiji's Preface to the Gujarati translation of Tolstoy's "Letter to a Hindoo",
vide Vol. X, pp. 1-5 and also Vol. IX, pp. 444-6 and 593.

2 Hind Swaraj; vide Vol. X, pp. 6-68.

3 This letter was evidently written after the one to the addressee dated September
23, 1909, in which Gandhiji mentions the essay on passive resistance and the syllabus
that he was to draw up for it; vide Vol. IX, p. 431. Gandhiji was in London about
this time and it would appear that this was written after he returned to Johannesburg
on December 2, 1909. For further references to the contemplated essay, ibid., pp.
445 and 527.

4 Pragji Khandubhai Desai



29. LETTER TO MILLIE GRAHAM POLAK

Sunday, December 26, 1909
MY DEAR MILLIE,

I am writing this in Mr. Kallenbach's tent. It has been raining for
the last two days. The tent is soaking wet, water dropping here and
there. The wind is howling about me. Manilal is with us. He is a good
boy. I notice that he is over-particular about his dress. He devoted
nearly a[n] hour to ironing his suit. He is pining to go to gaol.

I see you address me Brother in inverted commas and underlined
thrice. We may well call ourselves brother and sister. Our conduct
certainly justifies it. But will you give me a sister's confidence? If you
say ‘yes’, I shall try to be ‘brother’ to you. No real increase in my
family can be a cause of sorrow to me.

Henry wants me to send you £ 17 now. His previous letter said
£ 16. I think I wrote to you from ‘on board’ that I should like to
be able to send you more. Now it is done by Henry which is the same
thing. Henry wonders how you will take his prolonged stay in India.
And yet he is there in his element. After a certain stage, my presence
is a hindrance to friends' growth. Henry is doing much better
independently of me. He has succeeded in captivating Dr. Mehta who
wants me to print his address on industrialism and its evils for free
distribution.

Your letter is full of epigrams in your best style. You could hardly
be so sweet as you are if you never needed a friend's help and
consolation. Though a brother could never replace a husband, I tried
during my stay in London to replace Henry so far as I could. It was
no more a wrench to you to separate from me than it was to me
to separate from you. We certainly came nearer each other in London
than ever before. It was natural.

You may well envy Maud and yet you cannot. Maud is a different
type. Friends can make or mar her. You can be helped by friends
and never marred. A trusting nature like Maud's is beautiful. It can
under good auspices develop into a very strong nature. Her progress
can be rapid but so can her retrogression. With you retrogression is
impossible. And progress, shall 1 say, slow if not even difficult. You
would be justified, I know, in saying the same of me. We are both
strong natures. We may be nearest each other but never identical. I

was tempted to analyse Henry. But I must not speculate any further.
39
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Your wonderful letter before me has given rise to these thoughts. That
is the beauty of epigrams. You could say so much on each.

You are right in assuming that Lord Morley's reforms may be a
piece of bone thrown to a hungry dog. And yet it is open to those
who will be the leaders in the new Assembly to make much out of
them. Lord Morley can do little for India unless Indians themselves
are prepared to do something for themselves. Just now assassination
is the order of the day. Lord Morley can stop it but he is too blind
to see the way. I should like to be able to throw myself into the work
but I cannot, and have no desire to force the pace.

I am glad Waldo and Baby are getting on. I hope Celia and Amy
are keeping well.

Of myself, you will learn from elsewhere.

With love,

Yours sincerely,
Your ‘BROTHER’

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

30. LETTER TO MILLIE GRAHAM POLAK

JOHANNESBURG,
December 31, 1909
MY DEAR MILLIE,

Nowadays I come to the office between 7 and 8. I have a quiet
half hour just now which I wish to devote to writing to you. You are
dearer to me than my widowed sister Gokuldas' mother, whom as you
know I worship, though in thoughts a gulf divides us. You are dearer
because there is so much in common between us and because I have
entered so much into your and Henry's lives — I hope for our common
good and the good of humanity. Your brief letter haunts me. It fills
me with sorrow and admiration for you. You have written it in love,
grief and resignation. I wish you had sent me the other letter also that
you wrote.

No, no, my dear sister, you are not going to live away from Henry
for ever. Your wondrous imagination has carried you much further,
I am sure, than Henry could ever intend you to go. How I wish I
was close by you to comfort you and show how wrong you were.
In reply to that letter of mine which you read, Henry wrote to me
and told me he was writing to you. I wish you had sent his letter
to me. You have cut a deep wound in my heart by telling me that
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your brief letter is to be the last for many weeks. You will not treat
your only (am I) adopted brother in that fashion? If I am your brother,
you must* let me share your sorrows.

You are Henry's better half. No path can be considered right for
him along which he cannot carry you. Will you not have sufficient faith
in him to know for certain that he is incapable of creating a gulf between
you and himself? I ask you to trust me never? to carry Henry along
any route without your approval. A gift given or a sacrifice made
grudgingly and not cheerfully is no gift or sacrifice. You have often
given me the privilege of analysing you to yourself. You have heroically
sacrificed yourself on the altar of duty. But you have done so in
bitterness not always free from resentment. Your noble nature and your
mad regard for truth should free you from that error. Why should not
duty be pleasure? I hope you follow me in what I am writing.

Will you not, for my sake, shake yourself free from that little
morbidity of your nature? It ill becomes a character like yours. I want
a perfect sister and am anxious for Henry that he should have a perfect
wife. It is because it is in you to be perfect that I venture to draw
attention to what in my opinion is lacking in you.

‘Take no thought for the morrow’ is a sound maxim of life. You
know exactly what this means. Why then worry !

Now do tell me what you will have me to do? At any rate let
me know if you will be a true sister to me, what is running in your
mind, what it is that Henry intends doing, what has caused you such
a severe shock. I trust you, on the strength of a brother's love, to
tell me fully, frankly and freely where you are.

With love,
Yours,
‘BROTHER’
[PS.]
I return you your letter to enable you to understand this better.
M. K. G.

From the original: Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

' & 2 Words supplied in italics here and elsewhere in the text of a letter
(other than those italicised as per editorial style) are underlined in the original,
evidently for emphasis.



31. LETTER TO MILLIE GRAHAM POLAK

April 24, 1910
MY DEAR MILLIE,

Henry is a tender flower. The slightest breeze ruffles his spirits.
You and I divide him. When he is in such a mood, you can make
him happy and to a lesser degree I. But alas ! he can just now have
neither you nor me. The publication and confiscation of the little book
of mine have disconcerted him a bit.! There is no occasion for it.
I have written to him at length. And then the wretched pecuniary
business. He gives me the position of an elder brother and yet would
not be content with my taking over the pecuniary burden. I wish you
would not discuss money matters with him at all. You may do all that
when you are together again. Let me alone have all your pecuniary
needs. He has enough to occupy his attention besides worrying about
money matters which he hates.

The farm idea is still progressing. Hosken has offered a portion
of his farm. If this thing comes off, I may shift very soon. It promises
to be a mighty thing if it comes off.

I was sorry to learn about Mater's and Celia's trouble. It seems
useless to inquire after a lapse of a month as to how they are getting
on.

From what you say, it is evident that winter has not in any way
affected Waldo.

With love to you all,

BROTHER

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

! Gandhiji's book Hind Swaraj had been declared seditious and proscribed in
India; vide Vol. X, pp. 181, 189 and 245.
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32. LETTER TO MILLIE GRAHAM POLAK

May 8, 1910
MY DEAR MILLIE,

I can think of nothing to write to you about. I therefore give you
the following beautiful thought :

‘Therefore the means of deliverance from all those evils from which
men suffer lies only in one thing, the inner work of each man upon
himself.

"Martha ! Martha ! thou art anxious and troubled about many things,
but one thing is needful’” ’.

I remain with love,

Yours,
BROTHER

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

33. AN AGREEMENT

[June 19101

1. K. is not to undertake any expense or improvements on the
Lawley Farm without consultation with G. and without his approval.

2. During the presence at the Farm of G., K. is free to temporarily
absent himself unless his presence is by both himself and G. considered
necessary.

3. During the absence of G., K. to be at the Farm and supervise
the settlers.

4. K. to plan and assist in the buildings and improvements not merely
by supervising but working himself.

5. K. to live separately from the settlers and to board also separately
with the option to join the common board if he is so inclined.

6. G. to live in the same place with K. but to be free if necessary
for the settlement to live and board with the settlers.

7. The primary object of going to the Farm so far as K. and G.
are concerned is to make themselves into working farm hands.

! The pact was evidently drawn up during this period after the addressee's offer
of his farm near Lawley for the use of passive resisters and their families; vide Vol.
X, p. 262.
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8. K. is not to cherish the notion of making the Farm a commercial
or speculative enterprise — this does not debar him from making it
naturally a profitable concern.

9. K. is to control absolutely the settlement on the Farm of
Europeans, G. of Indians or Chinese.

10. It is understood that the ideal is not to employ native labour
and not to use machinery.

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

34. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

September 24, 1910
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

If you go on as you are the tables will be turned and I shall have
to be the Lower House.

What more can you do than what you are doing at Pinetown? I
am doing less here than what you are at Pinetown. Such is my real
opinion. Then why am I not joining you there? My answer is in the
language of the Bhagavad Gita that although my work is less than
yours, my duty just now lies in that direction. Pray go on, therefore,
with sandal-making. And do take care what you spend.

We cannot meet today. I am taking Mr. Omar by the 2.25 train.
If you come to Pheenix, as I hope you will, we can talk away tomorrow.
Cordes will be with you in the train. I shall not send anyone to the
station as I am not sure what you would be doing. But some dinner
will be reserved for you. If, however, you think that you want perfect
quiet, you need not come.

I return Monday 8.55 train in the morning.

Your remarks about Parsee's servant do great credit to your heart.
Parsee has written sending for him. If the man will come we shall
take him to Pheenix on Monday. Yes, everything possible should be
done for him.

I am leaving letters for you.

I did not at all like the idea of your having bought prunes. It is
good neither for you nor for Mrs. Gandhi.

Manilal writes saying he has been watering as per your instructions.
Poor boy, he was down with fever on Wednesday.

Harilal, Medh and Sodha' have gone to the Farm.?

' R. M. Sodha
2 Tolstoy Farm offered by the addressee for the use of Satyagrahi families; vide
Vol. X, pp. 272-3.
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If nothing important keeps you in town and if you are quite self-
possessed, you should come to Pheenix.
Can't say when you will be required. Parsee wants me to thank
you much for your attention to his servant.
With love,
UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

35. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Wednesday [October 19, 1910]*
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

It is just 6 a.m. and this is the first letter I have taken up. I am
at Mr. Omar's house which you would like immensely. It is clean. It
faces the race course. I could not go to Pheenix yesterday as there
was a memorial meeting regarding Narayansamy. Slept on the verandah
of the house and got up at 5.15 a.m., washed my sleeping suit and
shirt there. I am now writing. Passed the whole of the afternoon
yesterday seeing the men. Afterwards served notice on Chamney who
happens to be here. He has sent the message asking me to see him
at 9 am. I shall see what happens then.

Read before going to bed Harishchandra about whom I gave you
the book from Natesan. If you have not read it yet, I suggest your
reading it at once. On the way I read The Minds of Two Judges.
It is a powerful pamphlet and alas too true both in its condemnation
of the English methods and the Indian. Without the latter being bad,
the former could never have secured a footing. Cordes, I observe, has
taken a deck passage. He leaves on the 6th November. There is no
restraining him. He is a wonderful man. We can only pray for him
and help him to go through the ordeal he has set before himself. He
will say that we talk and he does it. In taking deck passage he has
certainly done it. Have not yet seen any of the Phcenixites.

I hope that the roof was finished or at least commenced yesterday.

With love,

UppER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

! From the reference to the memorial meeting regarding Narayansamy, who died
on October 16, 1910; vide Vol. X, p. 334, fn. 1. The Wednesday following fell on
October 19.



36. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Monday [On or before April 3, 1911]*
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I have your ‘slating’ letter. It is certainly a sign of ‘thickness’ that
I should not write to please you but write only when I have something
to say. The office news I purposely refrain from writing as I should
expect Miss S[chlesin] to give you the information you would need.
You have not become an expert in the question and I do not want
to give you details which only an expert may require. You are in fact
and in reality the angel of peace and mercy. These angels simply give
strength wherever it is required without knowing even that they are
doing [so]. With you, as I have so often said, the heart comes first.
Whenever the intellect has ruled, you have shown the worst side of
your nature.

Remarkable that the finger should not still be cured entirely. But
you never fasted, though you intended to.

You are ‘crowing’ too early. My telegrams were not intended to
convey that we had the victory. The wretched new Bill? I certainly
think is as good as dead. But whether the Transvaal Law will be
amended or not is a different thing. I think it will be. Smuts is committed
to settling the question. But he is never certain as to anything. He
always waits till the last moment.

Harilal tells me you are going to England if I do. How so? Can
it be arranged? Who will look after the Farm? I should be far more
satisfied with your dispositions if Mountain View could be sold. But
I am inclined to blame you in the matter. You have never seriously
tried to sell it. Will you now do it? It is, I am sure, wrong to think
of clinging to both the Farm and Mountain View.

You will laugh when I tell you that the 2 Ib. of butter is still lying
unpacked in Gopal's’ bag. Yes, I think, we have lost friend Gopal.

With love,

Yours sincerely,
UrpER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

' From the contents; vide also the following two letters to the addressee; the
Monday before April 5 was April 3.

2 Vide Vol. X, pp. 516-28.

3 Probably Gopal Naidoo, who came to stay at Tolstoy Farm around June 13,
1910 and was looking after the cooking there; vide Vol. X, pp. 273 and 288.

46



37. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

8 KLOOF STREET,
Wednesday [April 5, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I suppose you do not get the time to write to me regularly.

"The salvation of men from the calamities which they inflict upon
themselves can be realized only in that degree in which they are guided
in their lives, not by advantages, not arguments, but by religious
consciousness;" so says Tolstoy. I have brought with me some of his
pamphlets which I read during odd moments. There are many gems
to be picked up from these pamphlets.

So now I am on the great task of seeing the members who would
see me.

Sorabji has been discussing with me the problem of going to the
Imperial Conference. There are some reasons why one may go to
advantage. 1 feel however that if the struggle does not end, I must
not go. But the matter cannot be decided through the post. I simply
mention it so that you may discuss it with Ritch and Sorabji.

How is the finger?

I have not yet touched the butter you gave me. Still on saltless
diet. There is really no difficulty about it. I should like to keep it up.
If I do not, it will be my own fault.

With love,

UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

' From the contents; vide also Vol. XI, pp. 5-9.
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38. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

April 12, 1911
MY DEAR HENRY,

Herewith copy of Lane's! letter. Ritch telegraphed saying Madras
wanted to know my views on the amendments to the Bill. I thought
I would ask Lane as to what he thought about the situation before
I cabled.? The letter was the result. I have now asked Ritch to cable
Madras that the Government, is considering the situation and that
another cable will be sent later. We may expect some definite news
next week. If Finot's Race Prejudice is there, please send it to me.
I want it for Canon Allmett.

I have your 2nd wire. It was difficult for me to advise. But I have
wired you what I thought was best in the circumstances.

Do you know anything about Max Nordeau? What kind of a man
is he ? I mean what is his private life? I am reading his book on

Degeneration.
Yours sincerely,

BHAI

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

39. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Unrevised
April 14, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,
L.H. says 't AM COMING'. U.H. says 'I AM NOT SURE WE ARE GOING.'
So you had better be careful in order to avoid disappointment. When
I seriously think of it my head turns. I certainly want to be with Mrs.
Gandhi and the children for some little time. The idea of another
deputation is absolutely repulsive.* I am not at all sure that it is my
duty to be present at the Conference. But I am sure that it is my
duty to be on the Farm and with Mrs. Gandhi and the children; it is
my duty to be with the boys on the Farm; it is my duty to be

' E.F.C. Lane, Private Secretary to General Smuts

2 Vide Vol. XI, pp. 21-2.

3 The British Indian Association decided on April 27, 1911 to withdraw the
proposal to send a deputation to England, consisting of Cachalia and Gandhiji; vide
Vol. XI, pp. 56-7.
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with the women on the Farm; it is my duty to send Polak away at
the earliest opportunity?; it is my duty to help Ritch to build up his
practice; and if passive resistance is still to go on, it is my duty to
seek imprisonment and if I cannot get that, at least to do what I can
for the dependents of passive resisters. All the above catalogue can
be gone through if I am in the Transvaal. Put all the above in one
scale and the proposed visit to the Conference in the other and find
out which weighs heavier. I am in a fog. I am therefore leaving the
things to shape themselves.

You can talk light-heartedly about going to Germany. But what about
the Farm, the fencing, the borehole, Mountain View, your office and
a host of such other things? They all require careful thinking out, before
you can stir from Johannesburg. It will be easier for you to go if I
remained behind. The problem becomes doubly difficult if we both
must go.

I hope Gordon is getting on. Pray remember me to him.

I understand that today is your fasting day. Wish you well in every
respect.

You say autumn has set in there. We are being boiled here. The
heat is very severe.

I had a day of manual labour yesterday. (I have marked the letter
14th but I am writing this at 9.30 p.m. 13th). I am staining and polishing
the floor of Dr. Gool's surgery. I love the work. I have to finish it
tomorrow, the 14th.

I have now to await developments here. May know something on
Saturday.

You make no mention of Kennedy.

With love,

Yours sincerely,
UprpER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

! Vide also Vol. X, p. 446. Polak left Johannesburg for London on May 1.



40. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

CaPE TOwN,
April 19, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

You will see the interview and my letter to Ritch. The interview
will flatter you. Smuts was very gushing about you.! He has evidently
heard a lot of you. He almost gave one the impression that he had
met you.

In the circumstances I feel I ought to go to London if it is at all
possible. But I can only go if perfect peace can be secured at the
Farm and if Cachalia comes and funds are found by the Community.

I am even prepared to leave from here directly if necessary.

There has been nothing from you now for sometime.

If Thyagarajan and Subbiah wish to go, let them go please.

I was very sorry to learn about the quarrel between Naidoo and
Medh. I thought of this when I told Smuts (without your permission)
that we shall be glad to see him on the Farm.

With love,

Yours sincerely,
UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

41. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

Sunday night [May 7, 1911]?
MY DEAR HENRY,

I have written a great deal. My right hand is tired. It is intensely
cold. I am therefore trying the left hand. I had intended to give you
a long letter but just as I commenced your letter, there was an
interruption. I shall, therefore, be brief. Why feel grateful to me when
I was bound to [do] what I could to contribute to your joint happiness.
After all on that memorable boxing day (was it not), I gave Millie to
you or you to Millie, so far as the outside world is concerned. It was
at my instigation that you separated.® It was nothing but my duty to

! For Gandhiji's interview earlier on in the day with General Smuts, vide Vol.
XI, pp. 32-4.

2 From the contents; vide also Vol. XI, p. 67.

3 Vide also p. 32-3.
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bring you together as soon as the opportunity offered itself. No more
therefore of thanksgiving. You do your duty and if I succeed in doing
mine as well, we shall be fairly quits.

Now that you are there, I shall not write to Millie except when
some special occasion demands it.

I have your promise that you will neither worry Sally nor Maud.
They are both grown-up women and will not take even advice if not
offered in a most tactful manner. I shall need their certificates before
I say that you have at the end of your visit there, discharged your
duty just as well as you did in India. I feel sure that you will not
be impatient with the young Indians whom you will meet there.

Herewith a copy of translation of Harilal's letter. What a fine boy
and yet how mad! He had left details of his movements with Joseph
with instructions to inform of them if he found me inquiring. He is
in Delagoa Bay. I have wired to him asking him to wait there and
to confer with me before leaving for anywhere else. I understand his
desire is to bury himself somewhere in the Punjab and study there.
He has wired saying he is writing to me. I shall therefore hear from
him tomorrow.

Have not yet received final letter from Smuts.

With love to you all,

Yours,
BHAI
[PS.]
Monday
I have your radio message which I suppose you sent just to tease
me. No news yet from Harilal but Joseph had a letter from him
describing his journey to D'Bay.
From the original: Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India



42. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

May 15, 1911
MY DEAR HENRY,

You will this week have the Natal petition.! The Cape petition you
have taken with you, I imagine.

Smuts has not yet replied to my last letter and we cannot call it
a final settlement unless we have his final letter.

Harilal returned on Saturday. He is too unsettled to be able to [do]
anything here. He is now going back. He will go to India and there
search for knowledge.

My mind is a perfect blank just now. I can think of nothing to
write to you upon.

Yours sincerely,
BHaAl

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

43. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

May 22, 1911
MY DEAR HENRY,

I cannot write to you at length as there is no time. Final letters
have been exchanged and now we must trust to the future to take
care of itself. I sent you a cable on Friday night as General Smuts'
reply was not quite satisfactory. I did not want you to commit yourself
to Reuter. I am presently sending a cable now. I have just heard that
Natal has sent you its authority.

I take it that you will show Maud all the papers I send you.

More next week.

With love,

Yours sincerely,
BHaAl

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

! Vide Vol. XI, pp. 70-4. Referring to it in his letter to the addressee dated
May 8, 1911 (ibid., p. 63), Gandhiji says that he hopes "to tackle the Natal petition
today".
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44. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

May 28, 1911
MY DEAR HENRY,

So you have already granted an interview. I am sending you cuttings.
The whole thing seems to have been fixed up nicely. You have called
it a compromise. Is not settlement a better term? Ritch points out that
compromise may presuppose give and take whereas we have yielded
nothing. Please criticize 1.0. freely. 1 am trying to get Ritch to write
for it every week. I dare say you will not fail to notice what is his.

The collections for your mission continue. We have now reached
over £500 — the whole of it is not yet banked. Cachalia and Sorabji
are travelling in the Klerksdorp District.

We are trying to organize a dinner at the Masonic Hall for the
European Committee.

I propose to go to Pheenix for a fortnight at an early date. I wanted
to during the first week of June but I may not be able to do
so. I want to start the work of registration before I go.

I do not propose any longer to write the weekly official letter. I
want to leave it to Ritch and I do not want Maud' to duplicate her
letters either. A packet addressed to Ritch should be enough. Ritch
should come before the public as much as possible. Moreover, I wish
to slip out of the public gaze as much as possible. I should like to
bury myself in the Farm and devote my attention to farming and
educating.

With love all round,

BHAI

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

! Assistant Honorary Secretary of the South Africa British Indian Committee
in London
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45. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

ON THE TRAIN,
[Before June 11, 19111}
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

Nothing has pained me so much in my leaving Johannesburg at
the present juncture as your physical and mental condition. If I could
have avoided going to Natal, I would certainly have done so, if only
so that I could be with you and exercise the privilege and the duty
of a friend to nurse you and encourage you. But, I think, to leave
for Phoenix was a higher duty. The struggle demands it.

Had I known the comfort (physical) under which I am writing this
I would certainly have pressed for your coming with me and that 3rd-
class. The coach I am in is a corridor, 3rd-class, for well-dressed 3rd-
class passengers. It is truly more comfortable than the Ist-class on
these trains. It is cleaner. It is cushioned, has a lavatory and sleeping
accommodation and I am the only passenger. Our miserable false pride
often keeps us from so many good things of the world. You know
how necessary lavatory accommodation is for me. Here I have
everything added to the pleasure of travelling 3rd-class. And I suppose
no European or other passenger would want me to leave this. However
we shall see. When you come I strongly advise you to take a 3rd-
class ticket. 1 assure you that a few of us doing this will be able to
do a great deal for 3rd-class passengers. The moral effect will be great.
It will be good discipline for you. You must have noticed too that it
attracted no attention at the station. It is only our own false pride and
self-consciousness which make so many worries and troubles.

The physical health requires very great attention just now. What
I have suggested is, I am sure, the best remedy. The seat of the trouble
is undoubtedly the stomach. But it has been accentuated by your mental
condition. You are a true man. Any false chord, therefore, shakes your
whole system. Your affection is almost divine. You have quite unjustly
transferred it all to me. And now you find your idol not satisfying you.
This hurts you as if a dagger had gone through you. But why? Who
am [ ? If your affection for me weakens, why suffer agony? It is
a passing phase. Let the idol be broken. The residue will be a purer

' From the contents it appears that the letter was written before the item
following.
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thing. Nor need there be any worry about the practice. Take what
work you can with calmness. You will give up the profession
automatically when the time is ripe. As Tolstoy says it is a great thing
to create the proper mental condition. The rest comes as a matter of
course. The result does not follow when a man deceives himself or
others. If I always hanker after doing a thing, I can only end by doing
it. This is the law of nature. But if I only pretend that I want to do
something which I really do not, then I end by not doing it. I am a
false coin and no change can be had from such a coin.

Whatever Call is, do not worry about him or my affection for him
— I cannot do otherwise than love him. He has really some very good
points in him. I am sure that you too would like him one day. But
what can it matter either way?

I shall certainly expect a letter from you every day. You will really
do me a favour by writing. I shall be always anxious otherwise.

Yours sincerely,
UrpER HOUSE

[PS.]

I hope the room will be given up early. All surplus clothing should
be sold and sent to Phcenix.

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

46. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

June 11, 1911
MY DEAR HENRY,

On my way to Natal. The train jolting Mrs. G. and the two Sorabjis
with me. The older one leaving for India. The Hosken banquet! a great
success. Silver casket address to Hosken and gold watch and chain
to Sorabji. We are all travelling 3rd-class—a rougher experience this
time with Mrs. G. and no lavatory accommodation but it is certain that
only a 3rd-class traveller can bring about reform in 3rd-class carriages.
Natives are herded together like cattle !

There is nothing new in the Townships Act Regulations. Ritch will
send you an extract.

I propose to stay at Pheenix for a fortnight and then return with
Mrs. G.

Tables were laid for 300 men and women — over 60 Europeans
were present including Mrs. Hosken.

' Which took place on June 9; vide Vol. XI, pp. 105 and 110.
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I take it that you will have met the distinguished Indians who may
have attended the Coronation.

Ritch is having very good practice — Desai has been fixed up
as clerk for him. I am now trying to get a Tamil lad.

At the Farm we shall have very few. T. Naidoo is settling in Town.

With love to all,

Yours,
BHAI

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

47. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Friday [June 16, 19111
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I have your two letters together. I am sorry for Hilt and glad for
you. Both Hilt and Albert will prove a blessing to you for they put
you on your mettle. I do not know that we have need to be sorry
for Hilt's illness. There should be sorrow for the cause of it. You must
have produced a different and pleasurable sensation in Hilt when you
laid him by your side. Yes, indeed, the real individual life is only to
be lived in the open and in close touch with our neighbours. Living
the other so called individual life in our rooms, fearing the touch of
a fellow-being, we must feel like thieves having no right to the property
we may be holding.

Call is indeed a fine letter-writer. The coming union may make
him. He is idealizing it and for that reason it may be very good for
him.

I am not going to congratulate you on getting new work. I shall
wait and see what it makes of you. Sorabji receives his address tonight
from the Congress.

With love,

Yours sincerely,
UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

! From the reference to the address given by the Natal Indian Congress to Sorabyji;
vide Vol. XI, p. 107.



48. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Monday [June 19, 19111}
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

Yes, I knew about the disturbance at the Farm. None of us is
fit to live on a Tolstoy Farm. We can but qualify by making continuous
endeavour.

I am having no rest here this time.

It will be a fine thing if the picnic comes off on Thursday. You
will have a tough job to tackle.

With love,

Yours,
UprPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

49. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

[Before June 22, 1911)?
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

Well, I was the first to have sent a letter. The Rabbi was all the
better for having neglected the forage bag. Mrs. Gandhi was very much
upset to think that Manilal should not get the biscuits, etc.

I hope that Big eyes is better as also Devdas.

Have suggested a Coronation picnic at the Farm for the 22nd.
Please see my letter to Ritch. Something ought to be done at the time
of the Coronation.

So long as work is allowed to act upon us by way of intoxication,
so long must depression continue. The best deeds if used as intoxicants
are practically worthless for the satisfaction of the Inner Man. If I
feed a hungry man for show or for satisfying my pride or giving me
a false happiness I gain nothing. The hungry man is certainly fed as
he might be from a mechanical contrivance, say, by pressing a button.

Manilal is splendid.

With love,

UrpER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

! From the reference to the picnic; vide the following item, and also Vol. XI,
pp. 108-9. The Monday before June 22, 1911 was on June 19.

2 From the reference to the picnic, evidently in connection with the Coronation
of King George V on June 22, 1911; vide Vol. XI, pp. 108-9.
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50. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

Friday [June 23, 1911}
MY DEAR HENRY,

I had your letters last week. This week's I receive tomorrow
(Saturday). I leave for J'HB on Monday.

You would have enjoyed yesterday's scenes in Town. I remained
at Pheenix — West went there to report. The whole affair was
spontaneous. I merely guided. And yet Ramsay Collins thought the
Indians would have accepted anything if I had not been in D[urba]n.
Anyhow they certainly surpassed themselves. Well, they have had their
first lesson in passive resistance. I have told them that they might have
to raise passive resistance over the £ 3 tax. West tells me Rustomjee?
was grand. Abdulla Hajee Adam was superb and defiant. The Mayor
of Durban is a cad and a disgrace to Judaism. He showed not a single
virtue of a Jew and showed every weakness which the Jew is reported
to possess. I was ashamed of him for your sake. In the report, I have
laid him down very gently. He was really much worse than he appears
in the report. Collins was mad with him. However, he deserves our
thanks for waking us up. Hollander®* may yet be our salvation in Natal
or Durban as Smuts has been in the Transvaal.

I want your comment on the recent numbers of 1 O. and more
especially on the Coronation Leader.*

You will see what line to take on the Gold Law from the editorial
note this week. Harcourt® has given us a grand opening. Smuts has
again overreached himself. He certainly never intended to protect any
existing rights. And the Supreme Court could only protect leases up
to the period stipulated therein. This is no protection. The Roodepoort
case is, I think, accidental.

Another change at Pheenix! As soon as we can we propose giving
part of press time to communal agriculture.® To this end we shall take
in more men of a suitable type. Please do not be alarmed. 1.0. will
not be allowed to suffer. It can only gain by the men coming to their

! From the contents
2 Parsee Rustomjee
3 F. C. Hollander, Mayor of Durban in 1912

4 Vide Vol. XI, pp. 111-2.
5 Lewis Harcourt, Secretary of State for the Colonies
¢ Vide also Vol. XI, p. 117.
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work fresh from the fields. We are performing the opening ceremony
of the library and school building tomorrow.

Manilal is more settled now. He does not want to go to London
before the struggle is quite over. If satisfactory legislation is passed
next year, he intends to leave in March for London.

The account you give me of family affairs is cheering. I am delighted
that Pater is doing better than before. You were bound to be satisfied
with the boys. They are naturally clever, beautiful and healthy. And
I never doubted Millie's ability to make the most of them.

With love,

Yours sincerely,
BHAI

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

51. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

Unrevised
Sunday night [On or after July 2, 1911]*
MY DEAR HENRY,
I have your letter describing your achievements, for such they are.
It pleases me all the more to notice that you can now combine
honeymoon, pilgrimage to your people and work and all this in a manner
agreeable to you and Millie. Your and Millie's desires have been mostly
fulfilled without your having to worry about them. You have sought
first the Kingdom of God (what you thought was your duty) and
everything else (the trip to London, meeting your people, etc.) has been
added unto you. May your work and your joint life flourish in the best
manner possible. I am giving fair notices? of your work in the Gujarati
columns of 1.0. I am rather cautious about London. Where for public
good you think that a longer notice is necessary, please warn me in
time. I may neglect these things as my attention is now chiefly devoted
to the education of the boys on the Farm. I allow nothing to disturb
me during school hours at present.® I only hope that nothing will happen
to disturb me. Pray for me. I go to Town only twice a week. Later
on it will be only once a week. I propose to draw up the Trust Deed*

' From the contents it is evident that the letter was written on or after July
2, 1911, which was a Sunday.

2 Vide Vol. XI, pp. 115 and 116.

3 ibid., p. 131.

4 ibid., p. 127. For its final version ibid., pp. 320-5.
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and when it is fixed up I shall make collections in S. A. for a large
school at Pheenix. The staff will be you, West, Chh., Maganlal®,
Purushottamdas and myself. Miss West? will be the boarding
superintendent. If your procreating ambitions and your animal passions
are satisfied, I would certainly like Millie to take her share in the school
work. Harilal may come in later. Thakar may expand sufficiently to
come in also.

Medh is at present doing LO. collections. I shall know tomorrow
what success he is having. Did I tell you that Medh had given to our
ideals 10 years under a double vow of Truth and brahmacharya.® That
reminds me to tell you that Pragji is a possible candidate for Phcenix,
subject to the above vows.

I had your cable. You must by this time have received Gregg's
opinion* and Townships Act, etc.

With love to you all and kisses to the angels,
Yours,

BHAI

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

52. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

Sunday night [July 23, 1911)®
MY DEAR HENRY,

The first news I must give you now is that Foolabhai's letter tells
me that 1O. is suppressed in India. You know Foolabhai of
Potchefstroom. The news lacks confirmation. But if it be true, it is
nothing surprising. They could not very well suppress my translationsé
of Ruskin's Unto This Last and not suppress I.0. which either in the
English or the Gujarati columns re-echoes those views more or less
forcibly. If the paper is suppressed, my first thought is that I must
accept the challenge and go to India at the earliest possible moment.
This may alter our or my plans. It is evident that sooner or later the
Andamans must be my home. And why not ? That home should be
as sweet as any other if it be purchased with duty done. But what
about you ? You and Millie must consider the thing. Of course, you

! Son of Khushalchand Gandhi, Gandhiji's cousin

2 Ada West, sister of A. H. West, who had adopted the Indian name 'Devi'
3 Vide also Vol. XI, p. 118.

4 Vide also the following item.

5 From the following item

¢ Entitled "Universal Dawn"; vide Vol. X, p. 245.
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are not at [all] bound to follow me in my expanded activity. Pheenix
ought still to continue. But with me wandering in India or being taken
to the Andamans you will have to ensure your own living. If you have
sufficient faith in Truth of course your living is assured. ‘Look at the
lily of the valley, etc.” Of course it may be that I am agitating you
quite uselessly. And yet it is not so. This position is bound to arise
sooner or later. The sooner probably the better, if it is in its own time.
This does not in any way alter your immediate programme. You will
continue your honeymoon together with your work there and go to India
in October. Only I thought I must pass on the news with my reflections.
You will have with this copy of the draft Trust Deed. Please let me
have your criticism in detail. A copy is going to Dr. Mehta too. Every
settler is also having a copy for consideration. I propose to attach to
the Deed a schedule containing the signatures of [the] settlers.! Please
let me have yours. It should be on foolscap-size paper so that I may
be able to use the very paper for the other signatures.

I hope you have now Gregg's opinion. There was no delay after
I understood your cable.

With love to you all,

BHAI
[PS.]

Kallenbach will probably leave? next week by s. s. Armadale
Castle. 1 hope you will make it a point to meet him at Waterloo. He
is travelling 3rd-class throughout. I am anxious that he should meet
Miss Winterbottom®, Aylmer Maude and such other men and women.

BHAI

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

! Vide also Vol. XI, p. 534.

2 For Europe, mainly to visit his family in Germany

3 Florence A. Winterbottom; Corresponding Secretary of the Union of Ethical
Societies, London
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Saturday night [July 29, 1911]*
MY DEAR HENRY,

There is yet no confirmation from India of the alleged proscription
of 1.0. So after all Foolabhai may have been misinformed. Kallenbach
leaves by the same mail as this. I have nothing new to tell you and
I am tired of writing. I have been writing to Aylmer Maude and others
about K.'s visit to London and his desire to see them. They will insist
on presenting him an address. He has refused to accept it at a public
meeting. | have not interfered at all. I have simply carried out your
instructions even in publishing his portrait>. The Hindus are presenting
him with a set of Russian books and the Chinese with a set of Carlyle.

Chhaganlal and Anandlal® have now returned. Chh. has brought your
pet Jamnadas®.

With love all round,

Yours,
BHAI

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

54. AN AGREEMENT

[July 29, 1911)°

Articles of Agreement between Lower House and Upper House.

Lower House is to proceed to Europe on a sacred pilgrimage to
the members of his family during the month of August next. Lower
House is not to spend any money beyond necessaries befitting the
position of a simple-living poor farmer.

Lower House is not to contract any marriage tie during his absence.
Lower House shall not look lustfully upon any woman.

Lower House is to travel 3rd-class whether by sea or land. Lower
House may, if the exigencies of his business in Johannesburg permit
it, visit India with Dr. Mehta. In the event of his so doing he will
travel the same class as Dr. Mehta.

Lower House will not tarry long in London or any other place,
save the homes of the members of the family.

! Inferred from Kallenbach's departure for London; vide Vol. XI, p.135.

2 As a supplement to the issue of Indian Opinion dated 5-8-1911; ibid., p.136.

8 Son of Amritlal Gandhi, a cousin of Gandhiji

4 Cousin of Gandhiji
5 From the contents; vide also Vol. XI, pp. 134-6.
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The consideration for all the above tasks imposed by Lower House
on himself is more love and yet more love between the two Houses
— such love as, they hope, the world has not seen. In witness whereof
the parties hereto solemnly affix their signatures in the presence of
the Maker of all this 29th day of July at Tolstoy Farm.

UprPER HOUSE
Lower House?

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

55. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

August 6, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I have your very good letter from Hutchinson. Hope you received
my letter on board as also a joint wire from here (the Farm).

Before 1 received your cheque book, I had paid out, of course from
your account, £ 25 to A.R.M. Roodepoort, £ 15 Partridge & 0-4-0
Shimwell Bros. There was a notice from the A.R.M. saying that you
should deposit a further £ 25.

The engine is still working on the same hole. I do not know what
is going to happen. I visit the works daily. They have not measured,
they say, but have gone down more than 300 ft. I think. The soil varies
from day to day. They got from Pretoria a new coil of rope.

Albrecht? thought he would first prune the fruit trees. I did not
interfere. He has now nearly finished pruning. There is only one native
boy working. He is certainly a splendid boy. He asked that we should
feed him too. I thought I would not haggle. He therefore has food
from the kitchen beyond 30/- per month. John wanted me to give him
some ground within the fence, as he said he had not the means of
ploughing the ground outside. In spite of your expressed wish to the
contrary, I thought I would use my discretion in this case. I thought
I should not go wrong if I let him make use of the ground for one
year only. I have therefore pegged out a small portion hardly 30 acres
beyond the fruit trees. He is to pay £15 for the year. I have also given
him permission to use the small plot in front of the trees to the right
or the left as we pass out at the first gate going to the station for

! The signature is in Kallenbach's hand.
2 This, the correct spelling of the German name, is variously spelt by Gandhiji
as "Albert" and "Albret", wherever it occurs; vide also Vol. XXIX, p. 202.
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planting potatoes. I thought we could but do better than at least having
the ground cleared out. I hope the arrangement will commend itself
to you. We have the right to get potatoes for household use.

The native boy has been working at weeding. He is now clearing
up the trees. Strict instructions have been given not to use him for
household or any other work.

Fencing is likely to commence on Tuesday. Everything will depend
upon our friend Albrecht who I may add has been keeping very well
indeed.

I have not seen nor heard from Kennedy.

Quinn has been on the Farm for the last three days. I think his
people are worrying him as his two men are not yet released. He is
likely to be here yet for some days. He works at the garden. Govindji,
the piles patient, goes tomorrow (Monday) completely cured. Miss
Schlesin came here today chiefly to discuss your letter to her and to
discuss her own future. We discussed over the dinner her affairs and
your letter. You will be perhaps angry. If I had not done so, how could
I have taken my school which in my opinion is daily progressing. No,
my dear L.H., we may not use even our dinner hour for our pleasure.
Every minute of ours is pre-mortgaged, seeing that we are bom debtors.
We are born only because we owe. We come into the world again
and again until we have paid out what we have incurred on the score
of karma. Life is Duty.

Have not heard further about Call.

Mrs. John leaves us tomorrow, Mrs. Phillip will do so in 3 or 4
days. Krishnaswamy will probably stay. He is the brightest and most
promising student, so far as learning goes. The boys again begin saltless
diet tomorrow. They alternate. Krishnaswamy and Ramdas have
remained saltless through and through. They took dholl for today. But
they revert to the saltless diet tomorrow. They all tell me they are feeling
extra heavy today.

L.J. Van Wyk of Van Wyk's Rust came in on Thursday and said
you owed him 7/6 for his trouble in coming to fetch coal from Lenz.
He says the coal of course was not brought. I told him I should refer
to you before paying. Shall I pay ?

I have not understood what you did regarding the draft of £100
or £200 you wanted to take with you. I see no entry in your cheque
book as to your drawing. I only see £30 drawn. But I propose to await
news from you before doing anything.

As you gave special instructions, the £25 and the £75 cheques were
sent to your office for depositing in your account.
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We all miss you, and Mrs. Gandhi most of all. In the rush of work,
I certainly forget you but she cannot.

P. K. Naidoo and his wife too are leaving in a fortnight's time,
so that I shall only have Mrs. Sodha' on hand besides Mrs. Gandhi
and the children. I do not mind it a bit. I shall probably value the
greater leisure I shall enjoy.

You have gone on a brave mission. May God grant you all the
strength you need for resisting temptations. You are deliberately making
your life one of great purposes. I feel sure that your way will be fairly
smooth. If we are clay in the hands of the Potter, all we need do
is to be and remain receptive. I have written much otherwise, so I
shall not indulge in further reflections.

I am most eagerly looking forward to your letter from Madeira.

Nothing further has yet been heard of 1.0. prohibition. I did not
give you the addresses of Maud and others.

I hope you have got them from Maud Polak and even seen some
of the people by the time this reaches you.

With love,

Yours,
UrpER HOUSE
[PS.]

I am not revising this letter. It is getting late. I have forgotten to
deal with two most important points arising out of your letter. Although
therefore it is now after 10 p.m. I must deal with them. The word
'bravo' in my telegram had no reference to your forgetting the cheque
book. It was meant to congratulate you on your having passed through
the whole ordeal so very creditably. Your bearing at the station pleased
all. Your having forgotten the cheque book was a most natural thing
in that rush. The wonder really is that you put in so much work that
morning with so much self-possession and forgot only the cheque book.
You know our mutual canon of interpretation : 'not to put an unfavourable
construction upon a man's writing or action so long as a favourable
one is possible'.

You were hurt at my simple remark about the charge of your not
being the same whether I was with you or not. I have not in my wildest
dreams suspected you of having withheld anything from me. Indeed
one of the binding links between us is my invincible belief in your
absolute and natural frankness with me. All I said and still say was
and is that when several people bring a charge against us, we should
proceed to examine ourselves upon the assumption that there is some
truth in the charge. We need not jump to the conclusion that it is

! Rambhabai, wife of R. M. Sodha

SV-VI : 5
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baseless. Our friends often know us better than we do ourselves. The
reason is that all of us being not perfect do things unconsciously of
which we are not witnesses but our friends are. There was no rebuke
ever meant when I made the remark, much less any mistrust. Have
I made myself understood ! It hurts me to think that I should have
even unwittingly hurt you on the day of your departure.

UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

56. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Saturday night, August 12, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

I had your cheerful note from the 3rd-class saloon of your floating
palace. It is evident that you received my letter as also wires too late
to acknowledge. I wrote to you on Monday so as to enable the letter
to reach you on board.

Received your wire but no letter.

Have heard nothing further about Call.

I am sorry that the bore is making no progress. They now bore
about 4 to 5 ft. per day. The ground is very hard. I have written to
the Irrigation Department in your name asking for a report on the
progress of the work.

The work in connection with fencing is going forward. Assisted
by Krishnaswamy, Revashankar! and Devdas, I finished putting in the
pegs today. Albrecht and Naidoo and Coopoo have been putting strainers
and supports near the pegs. The native boy is digging holes. Ramdas
is tarring the poles.

The garden work has been suspended for the time being. The
natives have however ploughed the portion I described in my last letter.
The ground looks very sweet on that account. Quinn has been heeing.
Medh is still not fit for active work. Mrs. Phillip goes away on Monday.
Krishnaswamy will probably return. He does not wish to leave the Farm.
I am becoming more and more absorbed in the school. The children
are daily improving. They are still saltless. The work on the Farm is
becoming more and more methodical. Albrecht is improving in health.

The vines you were to order have not come forward. If they are
not ordered, I hope you will not order them from there.

Some letters which 1 think you ought to see herewith.

! Revashankar Jagjivan Jhaveri, brother of Dr. Pranjivan Mehta
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Miss Schlesin may leave us. She is accepting an educational
appointment. She hopes still to attend to your work. In any case you
need not worry.

There have been no visitors to the Farm. Ritch will probably come
tomorrow.

Hope you had a good voyage and are having a nice time, i.e., a
good time from a moral point of view. Gool says you have captured
him.

So you see I have simply given you a diary. I must now leave
off. Will write more if I have the time.

With love,

UrpER HOUSE
[PS.]

Please get the books as per list. If you have no time send it to

Davis.

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

57. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

August 13, 1911
MY DEAR HENRY,

I have your two letters. I hope you have been writing directly to
West too about the typographical and other errors you may have noticed.
West is becoming quite a nice leader writer. He is the hope of Phcenix.
He is the silent 'doer'.

I shall arrange for further funds for your trip.

I like it that no more funds have been paid to Mrs. Ritch since
July. The last payment to her from the funds ended June 30.

Ritch will take his time before he writes short articles.

Miss Schlesin may be leaving us next week. She wants to take
up an educational appointment. She will still continue to interest herself
in our affairs. She has asked for appointment in a coloured school and
is likely to get the Fordsburg one.

We are having a meeting on the gold law business. The receipt
by Ritch of the notice is a very good thing. It will excite public attention
far more quickly than anything else could have.

My little school is flourishing. I am absorbed in it at present. Nothing
else interests me so much as the school.

I am glad you are having an altogether good time all round. For

' Vide Vol. XI, pp. 143-4 and also pp. 140-1.
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on your return, there will be no bed of roses for you and Millie in
S.A. You will find that you have plenty to do.
With love to you all,
BuaAl

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

58. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

August 20, 1911
MY DEAR HENRY,

I am without a letter from you this week. I suppose you were
busy with the Congress work. Why did you send the wire to Prof.
Gokhale! regarding 1.0. ? If there was any truth in the information,
we would have heard in the natural course. When the prohibition comes,
I do not think we want any fuss about it.

You will not expect long letters from me just now. I am absorbed
in the children and my mind is generally occupied with thoughts about
making myself as capable as I can be as their teacher. And so when
I sit down at the last moment to write the weekly mail, my mind is
a blank.

I hope that you have still enough money to go on with. I do not
want you to have to send me a cable. I hope to send you more if
not the whole of the balance in a fortnight's time.

With love to you all,

BHAI

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

59. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Sunday night [August 20, 1911]
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

Let me give you the pleasant news that after all the boring has
been successful — 80,000 gallons in 24 hours ! In reply to the note
I sent to the Irrigation Department, the Engineer whom you have met,
came down. Only he came down simply to inspect a very successful
well. He, however, discussed the whole thing fully with me. Acting

' Gopal Krishna Gokhale (1866-1915); Indian statesman; President, Indian
National Congress, 1905; founded the Servants of India Society, 1905; member,
Bombay Legislature and Viceroy's Legislative Council, 1902-15
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upon his advice we are now boring at the other end — the spot marked
by you. Boring there commenced on Friday. The dismantling and fixing
was done on Thursday. At my suggestion the engine was worked night
and day after water was found, in order to see the capacity of the
well apart from the test. In your name I have given Logan 10/- as
a treat for the success of their efforts. The second hole stands at 16
feet. It is very hard ground.

The holes for fencing continue. But I am obliged to use the native
boy at times for work connected [with] the boring also. Naidoo is not
on the Farm. He has not left altogether but will do so shortly. So I
shall be the only adult member of the family apart from Albrecht.

Amies has asked for a cheque for the keys. I am therefore sending
him [a] cheque without waiting for your answer.

I must not forget to tell you that the Engineer advised me to wait
for the windmill till after your return. And this I shall probably do, unless
for the sake of the Farm I find it necessary to fix up something.

The family continues to remain happy. Mrs. Gandhi has evidently
benefited very greatly by the Sodha incident. She is very nice and tactful.
The boys still continue to be saltless except on Sundays. But they are,
so it appears to me, more and more finding it out for themselves that
no-salt diet is better. Medh continues saltless. Pragji too is trying it.

The native inmates are behaving well. The school is flourishing.
I am still absorbed in it. It has never yet been interrupted. Ramdas
is getting [on] and so is Devdas and so are they all. I have not yet
worried the boys to write to you.

I fear that Miss Schlesin has not kept her promise to give you
a full weekly report. I hope to get out the balance tomorrow and send
it to you.

Today we had a host of visitors all brought by our foreman the
Indian carpenter. Isaac too graced the Farm by his presence. Gordon
has not met me at all since. Lapin wrote thanking me for sending 1.0.
containing you. He said he was much interested in the account of
"our mutual friend”’. Hosken sent his regrets that he could not see
you off.

Have not seen or heard of Kennedy.

I think I have told you that I have offered to take and nurse Call
here if he could be brought. The Doctor has suggested that he could
not be kept very long at Pilgrims' Rest. Douglas told me he was going
there himself to see Call. I have also offered on your as also my behalf
to contribute towards any expenses that might be incurred in bringing
and keeping Call.
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I have no time to give you translation of verses from the book?!
I alluded to, and which I have now got. I may do so next week.

Please remember me to your sister and the other relations. I am
looking forward to your description of their opinion of you and of your
opinion of Dr. Mehta.

And now good night.

All love,

UppER HoOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

60. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

August 26, 1911
MY DEAR HENRY,

The same mail has brought letters from you and Dr. Mehta about
the incident described by you. But like you, Dr. Mehta too mentions
that the little storm blew over. I will therefore not comment beyond
saying that I hope you will practise what you in your letter have desired
— to enter into other people's feelings. You will need to do that more
and more as we progress.

You may spend up to £800. That I think will be enough. I am
not without some anxiety as to your Indian tour from a health point
of view. But by a careful dietary, you should all be able to keep good
health. The cold weather season in India is certainly not bad. What
I dread is your laziness and easy-going nature when there is no
resistance. You brought a corporation with you as a result. Many people
will invite you. You are not the person to walk to your hosts, nor could
you with the children. And you would hardly resist dishes made of
Kosher food. Can Millie alone then resist ? With you two gone, Heaven
help the poor children. If you will therefore make a promise to
yourselves as to what even in the Kosher department you would avoid,
you would save a lot of trouble. Don't you say to yourself ‘vows for
the weak'. That is a prompting of the devil. All the greatest men have
adopted vows. Believe me, to be able to take a vow denotes a high
degree of strength. I do not care to enter into details. But generally
let the children and indeed you yourselves live principally if not
entirely on fruit and farinaceous foods avoiding entirely pulses and sweets

! Presumably, Bhartrihari Shataka, a collection of three hundred stanzas by
Bhartrihari, a celebrated Sanskrit poet and king; vide also Vol. XI, p. 142.
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whether European or Indian. I see death in chocolates. There [are]
few substances so heating as the abominable chocolate — that cursed
product of devilish slave labour. To give tea and coffee to children
in India is to give them poison.

I know that all of us cannot possibly give time to schooling. It
is likely that you may not be able to do so. But if we have more
hands than enough for the press, some of us could easily give time.
So long as I am in S.A. and free from the turmoil of passive resistance
and the miserable business of law, I should be able to give the main
part of my time to education as I am now doing. Purshottamdas has
given certain hours steadily to the work. Chh[aganlal] is now giving
I think an hour per day. Miss West could be entirely spared for the
purpose not of teaching but of looking after the boarding pupils. West
certainly is anxious to give a certain portion of his time. Miss Schlesin
may come only for that purpose. Maganlal could qualify. And later
Harilal and Manilal are possibilities. Miss Schlesin has accepted a
temporary post as a teacher in the Government school at Mayfair. More
when you are here and fairly settled. The Trust Deed has already been
sent to you.

With love to you all,

BHAI

From the original : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

61. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

August 27, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

The second bore-hole is going forward. They have gone down more
than 150 feet now. I have ordered another truck of coal. The Company
will not take the order before getting cheque which I gave. The coal
is now at the station. It will be removed tomorrow.

Miss Schlesin has accepted an educational appointment temporarily.
I am therefore personally attending to the African Building matter. I
am having all the letters addressed at the Farm. You need not worry
about me. That work won't crush me. And as I become more and
more methodical, I shall feel the strain less and less. I cannot send
you a systematic account this time but I shall try to do so next week.
Here are the cheques paid out during the week.

Coal Owners' Association 5-16-6

B. a/c Municipality for water 1-11-6
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Papering and keys 1-19-0

Municipality electric bill 0-10-0

All the receipts from the Building a/c are being banked through
Amies. The receipts here are being banked through Kennedy. I have
not seen him at all. Please do not hesitate to make suggestions and
give hints as to the better management of this account.

Heymann I understand has written a stiff letter about Lapin's
account being allowed to go into arrears. I shall see the letter tomorrow.
I propose to forward it to Lapin with a personal note. I certainly think
that Lapin could not be allowed to remain in arrears. The Norwick
people will have a good cause of complaint against you in this business.

Ritch, Miss Schlesin, her co-teacher Boltman (a nice fellow) and
Miss Knudsen' came to the Farm today. The last named came at my
invitation to examine Albrecht. He is making wonderful progress. I
therefore thought he might be assisted with massage. I have been giving
it to him for the last fortnight in my own way. Now Miss K. has given
me some hints which I shall follow. I hope you will not mind all this.
It is no use keeping a patient on the Farm and not doing all you can.
He is working at the bore-hole business steadily. Fencing is making
slow progress. He is really not fit for work the whole day. He can
do very little after luncheon. I fancy, therefore, that active fencing will
commence after the boring is finished. He might however do more this
week. He does his best.

I cannot again send you extracts from the book I mentioned. I
have absolutely no time to spare.

P. K. Naidoo is now fixed up at Ritch's and Pragji comes to the
Farm. Pragji did not like a lawyer's office and P. K. Naidoo had
to be fixed up. Mrs. Naidoo leaves Wednesday morning.

I have got two Parsee lads? in the school. They are nice boys.
The school is certainly flourishing.

Call may be sent to the Farm for attention. I have offered to nurse
him partly in person and partly by deputy. He has, it seems, lost mental
balance. If he comes, I propose to use your room for him.

The boys remain saltless. The Parsee boys too I admitted on
condition that they fell in with the settled plan. Of course, they take
salt on Sundays.

The fruit trees are all now in bloom. The boys confine their attention
chiefly to hoeing.

I have given permission to the native John to erect his hut on the
other side of the fence and somewhere near the Kraal. I have also

! A Johannesburg masseuse who had offered to train a few young Indian women

2 Sons of Parsee Jivanjee; vide Vol. XI, p. 150.
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allowed them to remove some stones from the small Kraal. I hope
that these dispositions of mine will not disturb you. I am endeavouring
to give effect to the spirit underlying the title of the Farm. We should
feel happy in making these poor people happy. I warn them, of course,
that all arrangements are only for a year.

I want to tell you that I am making pleasing discoveries about your
thoroughness and foresight. The foresight in placing a quantity of coal
near the Kraal, in having the strainers for the fence cut and shaved
for tarring, the fencing material taken to the fencing line — all these
[and] many such other things — shows your method and careful
calculation. I notice similar orderliness about the African Banking
account. Anybody can easily pick up the thread. Importance of this
method and thoroughness into matters relating to the soul will make
you a far better man than many so-called holy and religious men. I
cannot boast of any such thoroughness or orderliness in my own
disposition. I envy you and wish to copy you in our joint lives.

When I reach the end of your letter, I am so tired that I do not
attempt to write about many thoughts that come to me during the week
and engage in a heart-to-heart conversation with you. I feel that my
first duty is to give you all the necessary information.

With love,

Yours,
UprPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

62. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

September 2, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

You have surpassed yourself. Your diary — I do not call it a letter—
is heart-stirring. I prize it so much that I propose to bind it. I have
taken the liberty of letting Medh and Desai read it. It has done their
souls good. I can only pray that you will end as you have commenced,
your important pilgrimage. I cannot help thinking that the rigorous
discipline under which you placed yourself on board will make you a
much greater power for good to the members of your family there
than you would otherwise have been. I am sure that your life will be
to them an eloquent sermon. Your words would have been a mere
waste of energy. I am naturally looking forward to your next diary.

I hope that the letters I have written to you already have given
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you all the information you wanted. I could have said more, but I have
not the time. And after all I have certainly given you long enough letters.
I shall certainly try not to miss a single week.

You will be grieved to hear that Call suffers from complete loss
of memory. He is at the asylum in Pretoria. 1 wrote to the
Superintendent of the asylum. He says that it would not be advisable
to remove Call. [ am therefore not bringing him to the Farm—anyhow
not just now. I propose to send Isaac to see. Call face to face. Sundays
are the days for visitors. But I think they will let Isaac visit Call during
week days too. Douglas, I do not think, has played the game. He told
me he was going to see Call personally. Now he sends me the message
that he cannot go and that I must do what I think proper.

The Lapins have written a nice letter in reply to my note. I enclose
it for your perusal. I shall not now weary you with Heymann's letter.
I talked to him through the phone yesterday. He was quite good. Of
course I had written to him too.

I hope to be ready with the monthly statement between now and
Monday. In that event you shall have a copy.

The second hole is making steady progress. But I cannot say when
we shall get water. Logan said on Thursday that he had gone beyond
200 feet. He has not worked today (Saturday), having worked overtime
during the week days.

Fencing has made some progress during the week. Medh and Pragji
will also help Albrecht and the native boy from Tuesday next.

The boys are now clearing the peach trees. Since Thursday last
I have been going with them. They have been playing too much.

Mrs. Gandhi is a Trojan. Since Mrs. Naidoo's withdrawal, she with
the assistance (not very great) of Mrs. Sodha, has been managing the
whole household. And we are 14 all told. She gets up before 6 a.m.
and does not retire before 10 p.m.

It shows what people will do when put upon their mettle. She
occupies Mrs. Naidoo's room and she with Devdas sleeps outside on
the verandah. Ramdas and Coopoo also sleep there.

The boys are still saltless except on Sundays. Medh and Desai are
entirely saltless. Desai assures me that he has given up smoking entirely.

The first birth has taken place on the Farm today. The native John's
daughter has given birth to a child. I have been medically consulted
as to the after-birth.

Albrecht is, I think, making steady progress.

Mrs. Goldstone is penniless and friendless. I have invited her to
live on the Farm for the time being. You know her I think. She will
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come tomorrow with Ritch. She said she would pass a few days on
the Farm. I have prepared your room for her.

Smuts sent a message that he wanted to see me. I went yesterday.
We had a very sweet chat. He wants me to frame my suggestions
for the next year. We talked mostly about the two civilizations — ancient
and modem, not Eastern and Western. I think that he was sincere
in what he said.

The school is still flourishing. My heart is still on it. And I still
refuse to allow anything else to interfere with it. The two Parsee boys
are well-behaved fellows and they are jolly. Ramdas may become in
time the best pupil in the class®.

The right hand fingers won't work now. They are having a fairly
rough time of it at present. I have to write all my letters and they
are many.

I have still not met Kennedy. I hope that he or Miss F. has been
writing to you regularly and giving you all the news regarding the office.

Miss Schlesin comes back on the Ist of October.

I am sorry I am still unable to give you extracts from the book
I referred to. No time.

With love,

UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

63. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Saturday night, September 9, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

Another remarkable letter from you. May your life on land be the
same as on board. I do not wish to offer any comment on the letter
except to say that it does great credit to your heart.

The second bore-hole is finished. It was finished on Saturday last.
But it was tested on Monday and Tuesday. It is 220 ft. deep, it gives
40,320 gallons per 24 hours, water at 50 feet, I think, from the surface.
On Wednesday the engine was removed to the third site. Logan told
me today he had gone down 80 feet. If all goes well, the operations
should be finished by the end of next week.

I went round to the dam with Du Ploi today. He has offered to
make the dam watertight for £40. Albrecht says he could put up two
dams near the 1st and the 3rd hole for that amount. He says it is

' What follows has been written with the left hand.
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not at all necessary to renovate the old dam now. I am inclined to
agree with Albrecht. Only following your example, I thought I could
not be wrong discussing the thing with Du Ploi. Albrecht has also
suggested that I should have a siphon for one of the bore-holes. I am
going to discuss the thing with Kennedy if he comes tomorrow and
if there is any conversation of importance with him I shall write another
letter to you. I am not going to Town on Monday. So this letter will
be sent to Town tomorrow evening.

I have sent the account with cheque to Heymann. He writes
expressing satisfaction, and suggests that I should not allow Hilt's arrears
to accrue. I had occasion to talk to Lapin through the phone on Friday.
I have therefore asked him to collect [the rent] from Hilt.

Lapin telephoned saying that the outfitter to whom Amies objected
would not leave and that Amies insisted on his agreement rights. I
have asked Lapin to further interview Hilt and to smooth matters over.
I have a letter today from Amies complaining about the same matter.
I shall do whatever may be necessary. Lapin has promised to send
me a wire if need be. I have also suggested that if £1 or £2 would
induce the outfitter to go, he should spend the amount. MacGeorge
has paid in both the amounts.

Albrecht is working practically the whole day since the massage.
He is showing many lovable traits in him. He has risen in my estimation.
No progress this week with fencing. We are on re-laying the floors.
We have commenced with the school. But fencing won't be neglected.
Medh and Desai are on the Farm. At Albrecht's suggestion, we have
burnt up the grass between the peach trees. He now proposes to harrow
between the trees. I think that we commenced burning too late.
However, I am a blind man and I follow Albrecht in these matters.
If a mistake has been made, no very great harm has been done. I
am gaining experience with a vengeance.

The native John has not made headway with his house. But he
iS creeping up.

Mrs. Goldstone did not come on Sunday after all. I have got one
more addition to my school. I am declining to accept any boys for
the school who would not accept a saltless diet. I am anxious not to
disturb the present boys in their progress. The school still absorbs me.
That is my predominant occupation.

Isaac is going to see Call tomorrow. I have a letter from Dr. Gibson
who says Call should not be removed for the present. He has returned
the two letters you wrote to Call. Evidently Call is not able to receive
any letters. At present it is a living death for him. His poor fiancee !

Mrs. Gandhi took a little salt on Sunday and she has had a severe



LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH 77

relapse of her old complaint. Whether salt is to be blamed or not I
do not know. Anyhow, 1 blame it.
Albrecht loves Chhotalal and he Albrecht. Tonight Chhotalal sleeps
with Albrecht.
I am still unable to give you extracts from the book. But I am
sure you do not need them, after your brilliant experience of the voyage.
With love,
UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

64. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

HEIDELBERG,
[Before September 16, 1911]*
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,
I think I shall have to wire for Manilal. They are too short-handed
at Phcenix.
I sent you a message about a water-cart. We shall need it badly.
Mrs. P. K. Naidoo is coming and Mrs. Sodha will, I doubt not.
You are not at peace with yourself. That is bad.
With love,

Yours sincerely,
UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

65. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Saturday night, September 16, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

Kennedy did come last Sunday. He passed the night too at the
Farm. He may come again. We discussed many things — abstract
and otherwise. It was only at night that he opened discussion on your
relations. He showed me your letter to me. From you we went on
to what should be man's duty in his dealings with friends and fellow-
beings generally. He agreed that the safest course was not to analyse
friends even as a son does not analyse his mother or a husband his
wife. Both simply love one another. I do not think he knows what
he proposes doing on your return. And for my part I would wish that
you would not think of your future relations either. Let them grow

' From the reference to the water-cart; vide the following item.
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themselves. The only thing one may think of is oneself. What is our
duty in [the] given circumstances !

Kennedy and I discussed also the question of laying pipes, etc. |
asked him to get quotations from Vereeniging. This he has done. I
need hardly assure you that I would do nothing rashly.

The third hole is likely to be finished next week. Logan said so.
He is now over 200 feet deep.

From your wonderful letters I gather that you are not worrying
about things over here. I am glad.

The fencing still remains suspended. We are making use of the
water-carts and re-laying the principal floors. The school-room and the
kitchen verandah are finished. Men's quarters will be finished by
Tuesday. The verandah between your room and the school will be
finished by the end of the week. Fencing will then be taken up. I trust
you do not mind the delay.

Albrecht is a brick. Now he works practically the whole day. I
must retract much I said about him. His work is splendid. But his loving
faculty is simply grand. Most of the boys adore him. Mrs. Gandhi loves
him. That is saying a great deal in his favour. He is most unassuming.
He quietly sits through the story I give the children in the evening.
At times it must be uninteresting for him. But he does not mind it.
Of course he is progressing in health. I am not sure that you and I
are good enough to deserve him. Did I tell you that Chhotalal now
sleeps with him and mainly through him it is that Chhotalal too is saltless.

A solicitor, Vand der Kessels of Heidelberg, motored from
Johannesburg to consult me. I served him in our ordinary style, gave
him principally a saltless meal. He seemed to appreciate the compliment
paid to him in not making the slightest distinction.

I sent Isaac to see Call in Pretoria. Isaac thinks that Call is not
so bad and could be removed. I hope to go next week myself to see
him. Probably Gordon will go with me. Here is the time table :

Self to get up at 6 am. and light the stove and prepare milk for
the boys.

Ring the bell 6.25 for the boys to get up.

Another bell 6.55 for breakfast, the same to be finished by 7.15.

Farm work from 7.15 to 10.30.

School from 1 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.

Going to the engine, etc., between 4.30 and 5.30.

Supper at 5.30 p.m.

School 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. This is largely some reading from the
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Gujarati books together with translation in English. For the last 4 days
Mrs. Sodha and Mrs. Gandhi too have been coming. Albrecht has
actually caught the tunes of some of the Gujarati hymns.

8 to 10, or later, correspondence, etc.

Since last Sunday I have been omitting the school largely because
I did not go to Town on Monday.

With your letter from London we received letters from Miss
Winterbottom and Maud. Both speak in most flattering terms of you.
Miss Nicholson also writes saying she would endeavour to see you.

Many thanks for the chart and Dickinson's' books.

Hilt has not paid for two months. He had taken in an outfitter in
a sample room. This roused Amies' ire. He asked Lapin to remove
the outfitter. I authorized Lapin to do so even if it cost a few pounds
and wrote Amies not to mind a month. Now Lapin has written saying
Amies is reconciled. The outfitter will of course go at the end of the
month. I shall not weary you with the correspondence.

Kennedy has deposited £50 in your account. He told me he
anticipated no difficulty about reducing the Bank's liability.

I am doing nothing about Mountain View, nor do I know how it
is looking.

Without my asking you, I know you will pass on my regards to
your sister and all your people.

I hope that you receive my letters regularly. I have not missed
a single mail. I mention this as I do not post the letters myself and
I am anxious that you should know that I write regularly.

With love,

Upper HoUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

! British author Lowes Dickinson



66. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Saturday night, September 23, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

The insects about me tell me that I should not do such night work—
not that I should put up a perforated screen to ward off the insects.
However, that is another story.

I have your letter and the report of the interview with Maude. 1
am not surprised that Maude has impressed you. He is a true man.
But his reasoning is bad. Modern civilization has had its trial thousands
of years ago. It was tried at the time of the Tower of Babel and
found wanting. It was tried in India and failed. It is again on its trial
and is already tottering. What trial can it want ? What does it propose
doing ? It either rejects the divinity or seeks to find it outside of
ourselves. In both of these systems, it is hopelessly wrong. His rejection
of the doctrine of non-resistance to evil takes away everything from
the praise he bestows on Tolstoy. If Tolstoy was the greatest reformer
of his age in Europe, he owed it to his doctrine of non-resistance[sic].
The illustration he takes is far-fetched. A non-resistant will not find
himself in the circumstances he describes as probable on a ship. We
might as well cease to be vegetarians because Icelanders must eat
meat. [ fancy that as vegetarians we do not go to Iceland at all. And
who knows that the sinking of a ship by the pranks of a mad man
might not be a proper deliverance for the men on board. Those who
flew from the danger of the Jameson raid* courted certain disaster at
Glencoe. I think I told you that I honoured Maude as a true man,
i.e.,, a man who tried to act up to his beliefs, but I do not accept
his qualified acceptance of Tolstoy's teaching. Of course, there must
be rules for the guidance of voluntary associations. Only it must be
borne in mind that Tolstoyan belief does not contemplate huge settlements
in states. Neither men nor animals are expected or intended to roam about
the earth. If I serve my neighbours whom I reach by walking to them
I serve the world. When I attempt to do more, I not only do not do

' An abortive attempt, in December 1895, led from the Cape Colony by
Dr. Jameson, Administrator of the British South Africa Company, to annex
the Transvaal by taking advantage of a projected Uitlander uprising which did
not materialize. Jameson was captured, tried and convicted. The Raid and the
failure of the British Government to repudiate it unequivocally were among
the causes that led to the Boer War; vide also Vol. II, pp. 50, 57 and 69.
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anything good, but I positively disturb the economy of nature in the
same way that a man abuses nature by trying to make money upon
money. Both arise out of conceit.

Your next letter should give me a vivid account of your meeting
with Dr. Mehta. I am looking forward to it.

You have asked me to give you not much account of the Farm,
in order to spare me. I however propose to continue the custom. It
is no trouble to me. The 3rd bore-hole was completed yesterday. The
machinery was dismantled yesterday afternoon. The hole is over 260
feet deep. Water was found at 220 feet. It is 60 feet from the surface.
The hole gives over 68,000 gallons in 24 hours. Logan has been
instructed to remove to a school about 10 miles from here. He will,
therefore, probably leave some time next week.

In spite of most strenuous work by Albrecht, floor-laying is not
yet finished. It is a long job. He allowed the school-room floor to dry
for a week. We came to the school only today.

A Johannesburg solicitor (a Jew), with some English friend, came
in today to inquire about the bore-hole, etc. He has just taken over
a farm near Lenz. He was interested in our ideals and I gave them
to him. He and his friend had our coffee and bread which they liked
very well. Medh and Desai are still here. They are both working very
well. Medh, Desai, Albrecht and I are restricting ourselves to only one
meal per day for the next eight days. This is that portion of the Hindu
year when millions of Hindus go in for this fast.! Of course, we still
remain saltless.

I have read your official letter to Miss S[chlesin]. Indeed I opened
it. She has not even seen it. I will not go into the letter with you.
I shall attend to it. Both the accounts have been kept religiously separate.
I am sorry I do not send you a weekly balance-sheet. But I have
no time and seeing that I personally attend to the matter, perhaps it
is not necessary. If I am making mistakes which you could check if
I sent you a weekly balance-sheet, I think the mistakes should be put
up with. After all I am not likely to err grievously during your absence.
At the same time, as soon as Schlesin returns to the office, 1 shall
ask her to prepare a statement for you. But I propose to continue
to attend to the thing personally even when she returns. Hilt has not
yet paid the arrear rent. Lapin wrote to me saying Hilt told him he
was going to send it. But Hilt is hardly reliable. I shall ask Lapin again
and press for payment.

! The reference presumably is to the fasts during Navaratri.

SV-VI : 6
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Chhotalal often answers 'Mr. K[allenbach] has gone to Germiston'
and then corrects it to 'Germany'.

Herewith Call's letter which you would like to see. I telegraphed
to him and wrote also asking him to come to the Farm if he wished
to. His calling Isaac 'Irish' shows that the poor man's mind is still
defective. Mrs. Goldstone never came.

With love,

UprPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

67. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

September 30, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

You are working wonders. If you are, in the midst of your people,
carrying the same spirit, they will learn much from you and your visit
will be a blessing to you and to them.

I have received the no-salt and other pamphlets as also Wagner's
Simple Life and The Party System for all of which I do not need
to thank you.

The engine has left the Farm. Flooring is not yet quite finished.
I see what a task it was. There are some signs of rain now. There
were a few drops last night.

The first death on the Farm after it changed hands has taken place.
John's grandchild that was born here died yesterday. I supplied him
with planks for making a coffin. The child was buried somewhere near
the Kraal. I thought that was the best place.

Our semi-fast finishes tomorrow. It will have to be a complete fast
tomorrow. I have not felt it in the slightest degree. It is a question
whether 1 should now at all go back to two meals. But I shall not
be hasty.

Fencing should begin next week in earnest.

I wrote to Call and wired. Have not heard again.

I have not been able to go to Pretoria. It has been practically
impossible, so tied down have I become to the school and its
appointments.

I have restarted sandal-making. Ramdas and a new pupil are the
apprentices. Between them 1 finish a pair by 11 a.m. if the back bands
are ready. Repairs and new sandals were badly wanted.

Hilt has not yet paid the arrears. Lapin tells me in a letter that



LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH 83

Hilt has promised to send the money in a few days. I am watching
him.

By the time this is in your hands, you will have heard about the
offer made to me to preside at the forthcoming National Congress in
India. The invitation was sent to the Congress in Natal by six prominent
Indians including the All-India Muslim League. Indians are all overjoyed.
They insisted that I should accept the invitation. I have therefore said
yes, but asked for a free hand.! I am now awaiting reply. Meanwhile,
Reuter has published the news to the world. And yet it is likely that
they may not have me if I want a free hand. I do not propose to
discuss this matter just now. If I receive a cable accepting my conditions,
I shall cable to you, asking you to return. I shall ask Polak too to
do likewise. If you do not return, I could arrange to fix up matters
during your absence. But it will be better to return. You may want
to come to India. If so, we could start together from here after making
all arrangements, or you may join me in India. My visit there will be
so hurried that I would much rather you did not come. I may not be
in India more than a fortnight. For I must return in time for next year's
Union Parliament. This invitation I do not like at all. I do not want
it. And yet I could not say 'no'. The matter is most delicate.

With love,

Yours,
UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

68. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

ToLsToYy FARM,
LAWLEY STATION,
TRANSVAAL,
October 14, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

Your diary is before me. I see you are still pursuing the goal with
unflagging zeal. May you never turn away from it. I am sure that your
steadfastness must be a source of great strength to your people. They
must love you all the more for appearing for the moment somewhat
strange to them. The world has a curious way of coming round to
him who does not and will not come round to it.

! Vide Vol. XI, pp. 162-3 and also p. 169.



84 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

Fencing is going on apace now. Standards have been now fixed
for the greater part of the way. By Wednesday the fixing of standards
will be completed. Albrecht supervises the whole thing. He is assisted
by Basella and Sam' and Desai.

You know Sam of Pheenix. He has come here for a change. He
is a worker. So naturally he is a handyman. Manilal Doctor of Mauritius,
Dr. Mehta's son-in-law and Barrister, has come here to see me. He
is a charming man but, as he himself says, very obstinate. Because
he was told by everybody that he would have to do manual work at
the Farm he has promised himself not to do any at all whilst on the
Farm. So much is this the case that he simply idles away the whole
of his time. I can only pity him. He is one of the most straightforward
men you could meet. He proposes to leave for Mauritius and thence
for India about the end of this month. He may return to practise here.

Kennedy told me that he could not come last Sunday as he was
very busy. He however said he would seek the opportunity of coming
some other day.

Gordon has been coming to the Farm off and on.

You showed some concern as to whether I did write regularly.
Well, I have made it a religious duty not to fail at all. So that if you
have not received my letter any week, the fault must be the postman's,
either at my end or yours. The letters have been always (I think) posted
at Johannesburg. One week I may have posted at Lawley but I think
not even one week.

Call is still at Pretoria. He is getting on. I sent Isaac again and
propose to send him from time to time. It is no use my trying to go.
I have not a minute to spare. The arrears are appalling.

Nothing yet certain about the Indian visit. I expect a cable any
day. But I feel that I am not going. I certainly hope I am not.

You will be pleased to learn that Smuts is releasing two of Quinn's
men. These are long-sentence prisoners. Quinn feels like having
received a new lease of life. This is more to him than his own release
from gaol.

Of course you will go to India, if you think you should. Things
here are in a fair condition. Thanks to your careful arrangement, the
African Building matter causes little trouble.

After a gentle reminder to Lapin, he has sent me another cheque
for £62. Hilt is not at all playing the game. He has not yet paid the
rent. 1 have asked Lapin to press for payment. Am I right ? I hope

! ‘Sam’ was Govindsami, a machine foreman in the International Printing Press
at Pheenix.
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you do not mind my not sending you a weekly account of income and
expenditure.

I have drawn a cheque for £60 for the Government regarding the
mill.

No, I am not sending you 7.0. from here. On second thoughts,
I felt that you would get Maud to send you a copy. I take it that
she has your German address. Needless to say we are still saltless.
I am most strictly so. I have been also on one meal per day for the
past fortnight with the exception of one day's break. I broke the rule
today because Mrs. Gandhi and Miss Schlesin wept over it. 1 have
now placed myself under stricter discipline by limiting myself beforehand
to so much only per meal and taking much less time than usual. This
is harder for me than one meal per day. But I think I shall cope with
it. This experiment only started today.

Please give my love to all your people.

With love,

UppER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

69. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

ToLstoy FARM,
LAWLEY STATION,
TRANSVAAL,
October 22, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

Your having become considerably reduced does not perturb me a
bit. Your letters show me that your mind is vigorous. The vigour of
mind is possible only in a healthy body and I am anxious for you to
have a healthy body which need not necessarily be a strong, i.e., a
weight-lifting body.

I must congratulate you on having a relation who has to be arrested
for an imaginary political crime.

Gordon has been regularly sleeping and supping and breakfasting
at the Farm now for a week. For the weekend he has not been to
Town at all.

Albrecht has gone to Town. I think he wanted a change. But he
is to inquire about a siphon for one of the bores. I agree with him
that we should have one hole working. There seems to be great scarcity
of water just at present. He returns on Monday.

The fencing Inspector wrote two days ago suggesting that the fence
should be completed without delay. All the standards were completed
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on Wednesday. For part of the work the wires are also in. The work
is going forward. We hope to finish it by the end of the week.

I have Chhaganlal's brother!, who arrived with him on the Farm
as a patient.

We still continue saltless; 1 entirely.

I think that in your absence, in view of Heymann's, I should have
written to the Lapins. It cannot do them harm to pinch themselves
a little to pay even a friend. They have not taken it at all amiss.

They have sent me a guarantee for Hilt's rent. For the moment
I forget the guarantor's name. But I have told them that they may
accept the guarantee if they consider the guarantor to be a good man.

I hope to send you the July account that you want.

I do not think I am going to India at all. The invitation was not
formal. I have therefore cabled Prof. Gokhale saying I would rather
that he withdrew my name from discussion.?

Dr. Mehta writes saying you are almost sure to go to India.

I hope that you have been getting 1.0. from London.

With love to you and all,

Yours,
UpPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

70. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

October 29, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

You have made yourself an advertising agent for me. You compel
people to like me where before they did not. I can only hope that
I shall die as you think I am. I have, I think, often told you that no
man may be called good before his death. Departure by a hair's breadth
from the straight and narrow path may undo the whole of his past.
We have no guide that a man whom we consider to be good is really
good except after he is dead.

Mrs. Mayo writes to me about you in most flattering terms. You
have found a place in her heart and she in yours. Your reply to her
about me is quite characteristic of you. And I feel sure of this much
that if I did go to India, I should certainly not surrender an iota of
my (our) ideals. But I do not think I am going. I need not therefore
detain you on this topic. How I wish I had seen the people whom
you describe. Your descriptions would then be more life-like for me.

! Maganlal Gandhi
2 Vide also Vol. XI, pp. 176-8.
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Horhoff has been deducting 10/~ per month for a certain tenant he says
he has brought in. Did you make any such arrangement with him ? Miss
Bennett says Horhoff never brought any tenant. I have therefore asked
him to refund what he has deducted.

I have not worried about the extracts from the book — can't get
the time at all.

Albrecht does unthinkingly profess to know more than he does. He
has no notion of fence-building. I have been doing it myself for the
last five days and I think that I shall be able to finish it myself. Albrecht
has a very good eye for straightness. He is still with me and I am
doing the work subject to his approval. I can only hope that we all
unknowing people will not make a mess of it. Anyhow we are making
steady progress.

I may tomorrow accept the tender of Stewarts and Lloyds for a
windmill for £72 odd. Kennedy says his is the best tender. I propose
shifting one of the tanks. The windmill will draw 400 gallons per hour.
Our tanks are, I think, 1,000 gallons each. The overflow water will
be allowed to run through the natural gutter on to the present dam.
In all this I am being guided by Albrecht. He thinks we ought to make
some use of the water we have.

I fear your hope that I should be the first agriculturist on the Farm
is a vain hope. I hardly think I can overtake you there. You have,
in this matter at any rate, a natural ability that I have not. And I am
still hovering about the outskirts of farming. I have not yet really touched
and mastered a single tree.

We had a visit from Adams® today. He would not get off his cart.
He, however, had our coffee.

With you I do not think much of the medical examination by the
doctors. You must be the best judge of your system. Loss of weight
is of no consequence. I still feel that both morally and physically we
are well without salt and the things we have abandoned.

I must now close as I have much more to write and the watch
shows already 9 p.m.

Kennedy has not come again.

Gordon, I think I have told you, passed nearly the whole of last
week at the Farm. He will come again.

With love to you all,

Yours sincerely,
UrpER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

! Dr. Adams



71. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

Unrevised ToLsToY FARM,
LAWLEY STATION,

TRANSVAAL,
November 6, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

It is on Sunday night I am writing this though it is dated for Monday.
I am fairly tired and not in the mood to write.

Thank God I am not to preside at the Congress. It would have
been a most frightful thing, had I been obliged.

A remarkable incident happened at the Farm during the week. We
were making very fair headway with the fence. One day when I was
not at that work, Desai came and informed me that someone had torn
up the fence. This is the analysis of my mind. The thought could not
have occupied more than a second. 'Some evil-minded person has done
it. I must inform the police.' 'You coward. Your philosophy is skin-
deep. No, the police must not be informed either for your or my sake.
The fence should be re-put and someone must sleep near it, if
necessary.' Thus resolved I went down to the fence myself. I found
that the probability was that the fence was torn up by cattle. Anyhow
we fixed the poles much more strongly than before. 1 took with [me]
plates and nails to fix on to the poles. No one slept there and there
has been no further interruption. The incident, however, touched me
deeply and set me thinking as to the right course of conduct. The most
prominent idea that forced itself on me was that we, if we were to
carry out the ideals we hold were unfit to hold more land than we
actually used. The corollary is not that we should give up the land
(though even that may not be quite so farcical as one may imagine)
but that we should fence only so much as we wanted and used and
no more. Then we should be able to overtake any damage with much
greater ease. I discuss this only to show you how my mind is working
and how more and more introspective I am becoming daily. This does
not in any way alter my plans during your absence. I shall go through
the programme as we have mapped it. Fencing will be finished.

I have accepted the tender of Stewarts and Lloyds for £72 odd
for erecting a windmill. I have described to you the whole thing I think.
They will send an erector in the course of the week.

I have also told John that he might buy four oxen for which money

will be advanced to him. It may mean £30. I feel that it is much better
88
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to let the natives feel that here they may depend upon the fairest
treatment. And I have no doubt that if it proceeds from the heart and
is uniform, continuous and not from affectation, it will bless both the
parties. Anyhow just now I am generous as your steward. Of course
John has to repay before the year is out. I am letting Basella too do
pretty much as he likes. I see that I can get much more satisfactory
work that way.

We had a very busy Sunday. A party of 13 came, all but two
unexpected. These were Miss Schlesin and Gordon. The others were
Indians. Poor Mrs. Gandhi, she may foam and fret afterwards. But
just on such occasions she is at her best.

I note that you are seriously affecting the lives of your people there.
Your telling me that they love me now more and more flatters me,
but it ought not to. They love me as they see me through your glasses.
However, of this when we meet.

Of course you will continue your practice as long as you find it
necessary. But I do say that it would be unwise to take precautions
beforehand on the basis of Kennedy leaving you for certain. In your
place I should simply let the future take care of itself. If you return
committed to a definite course, naturally your actions will be in that
direction. Whereas if you leave the future in the lap of the gods, you
will find your course much smoother and certainly far more natural.

With love to you and all to whom you have introduced me,

Yours sincerely,
UrpER HOUSE
[PS.]
I can report nothing about Call.

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India



72. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

ToLsToy FARM,
LAWLEY STATION,
TRANSVAAL,
November 11, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

If you still think that you should send my letter about Aylmer
Maude* to him, you may do so.

I can fully appreciate your difficulties about even keeping to two
meals and a saltless and vegetableless diet?.

Your experience about your cousin is disconcerting. Your description
of it does credit to your heart. You are there in the midst of the subtlest
temptation. The people you want to serve may unconsciously be your
death-traps. Your very abstemiousness — the leaving off of salt, etc.,
may surround your life with romance and a halo and may then be itself
a temptation. Yes, the path of those who want to think and live right
is narrow like the edge of a sword. They may not only not swerve
an inch from the path, they may not even lift their fixed gaze from
their goal. I have seen acrobats — rope-walkers — in India. They
walk on a rope fixed to poles in mid-air quite twenty feet or more
from the ground. They walk with a bamboo stretched along their
outstretched arms and their gaze steadily in front of the other end.
They may not go away a hair's breadth from their path. Well, that
of spiritual rope-walkers is a millionfold more difficult. Happily, they
have also correspondingly greater strength. You are one of those
spiritual rope-walkers. In The Song Celestial, Krishna says : "A good
man must think of ME (God) performing every function of life." It
is too true. When there is no witness, He is the most vigilant and active
in noting our lapses if also our merits. Our merits count for nothing.
For that is what we owe. Our lapses simply swell the heavy debit
side. Beware then; think of the articles of our agreement, and God
willing you will be safe. I know that I am addressing myself to a condition
which existed one month ago and which, if it is existent at the time I
am writing this, may have made a big alteration in your life. But I have

very great faith in you — enough to know that you cannot fall.
Stewarts and Lloyds have not yet sent the material. They will next
' Vide p.80.

2 Vide also Satyagraha in South Africa, Vol. XXIX, p. 206.
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week. Fencing is steadily progressing. Desai and Albrecht attend to
it chiefly. Ramdas and another young man go to help. I am engaged
in making sandals for the coming Bazaar!.

The money for the bore-holes is being paid from your account at
the Natal Bank. I have paid in all £85 yet. They have not served the
final account.

The school is going forward but not forward enough to satisfy me
— chiefly owing to my defects. I am learning. I have not succeeded
in drawing the best out of the boys.

With love to you all,

Yours sincerely,
UrpER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

73. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

ToLsToY FARM,
LAWLEY STATION,
TRANSVAAL,
November 19, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

You will be pleased to hear that Call is now at the Farm. I went
over to Pretoria to fetch him. He is looking fit and well. He was
overjoyed to be discharged from the asylum which he did not like at
all. He has been discharged only provisionally. I have signed a paper
undertaking to look after him and to produce a medical certificate at
a later date as to his sanity. His memory is certainly weak but he
is not insane in any shape or form. I am giving him your felt mat
and your blankets. He is using bed-sheets. I propose to keep him with
me during all the Farm week. We sawed wood together this morning.
Gordon has come to see Call. I feel somewhat angry with myself. I
should have gone to Pretoria earlier. In that case probably Call would
have come to the Farm earlier. As it is, he wrote to the Lapins who
telephoned to me. Hence his discharge.

Stewarts & Lloyds' man comes tomorrow (Monday) to erect the
windmill. John has now got 4 oxen. I have to pay £ 32 for them and
a plough.

! The Indian Bazaar organized by Mrs. Vogl, who sympathized with the Indian
cause and took a keen interest in Indian women. The Bazaar had been held by her
in 1910, and in 1911 was inaugurated on November 15 by William Hosken.
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I am surprised to learn that you did not receive any letter during
the week you wrote your last letter. I have never failed and hope not
to in future so long as you are away.

I am glad to have the news about your niece. Nevertheless my
remarks of last week are not without their use.

The fence is all but complete. I am not satisfied with the way
in which the gate has been fixed. I do not know the thing and Albrecht
in my opinion has made a mess of it. Poor man, he worked at it 3
days. He will work again at it. Only 500 yards are now left.

The Bazaar went off very nicely.! The Mayor and the Town Clerk
were present. Nearly £100 profits were made; no raffle was permitted.

I fear that we shall not have much fruit this time in our garden.
This is due to want of rain. And I was not able to water the trees.

Lapin felt disappointed over not hearing from you at all after you
left Madeira.

I hope that you have been writing to your brother here.

I think that your letter to Mrs. Ritch was very good.

With love to you all,

Yours sincerely,
UrpER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

74. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

November 26, 1911
MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

Today is Sunday. I came into Town last night as I have to go
with Cachalia today to Krugersdorp to make collections for the Polak
deputation.?

Call too is in Town. He came in yesterday morning. Call will not
stay long at the Farm I fear. He does not like anybody on the Farm
except myself. He cannot bear the sight of children (Indian). He
considers that no one on the Farm knows how to eat, sit, walk, run
or stand. The slightest thing upsets and irritates him. I do not let the
children go near him. When he eats, the children are not to be near
him. He has the kitchen verandah all to himself. I have withdrawn
the night school from the school room and it is held in the kitchen
room. Special food has been brought for him. Of course the above

condition shows disease. He tells me these things quite freely. I am now
' On November 15; vide also P. 91, fn. 1.
2 Vide Vol. XI, p. 67.
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seeing whether Call could be placed elsewhere. If he had all the
conditions agreeable to him, he is likely to recover quickly. Beyond
good, non-stimulating food, fresh air and good surroundings, he needs
nothing more. Call's condition shows how bad we must all be. Call's
bad points come to the surface because the poor man has lost control
over himself. But Call at his worst seems to be an angel and certainly
a good man compared to what we should be if we lost control over
ourselves and the worst in us had full play. The inner man must be
in harmony with the outer. We ought to be able to think and feel as
we act. That is, if I act politely towards you, I ought to feel that also.
Do I always think and feel well of people when I act well with them?
I am afraid it is not always thus. To that extent that I fail, I am a
liar. And yet I must not act otherwise. I must continually try to eradicate
feelings and thoughts which are contrary to my actions as they ought
to be. Then I should be a wholly truthful man. May you and 1 have
the privilege of becoming such men. I am full of thoughts on this matter
which if I had the time I should put down in this letter but I must
close.

Your remarks on your niece are good.

The windmill was finished on Friday. We shall begin to draw water
from Tuesday probably. Call may lay the piping. He has offered to
do so and if he is well, 1 shall let him.

With love to you all,

Yours sincerely,
UprPER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India

75. LETTER TO A. H. WEST

M. K. GANDHI
ATTORNEY
21-24 CourT CHAMBERS,
CORNER RISSIK & ANDERSON STREETS,
P.O. Box 6522, JOHANNESBURG,
November 27, 1911
MY DEAR WEST,

An otherwise excellent number has been spoilt today by the letter-
press on the supplement. It looks altogether too bad to describe the
Mayor, Mayoress, etc., as being next to me. It looks very inappropriate,
and Mrs. Vogl, who was the centre of the show, ought undoubtedly
to have been mentioned. I don't know whether Miss Schlesin
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wrote to you, but I told her she should ask you to insert all the
names.*

With reference to the £3 tax, the first step to take is not to advise
the men to refuse to pay the tax, but for the Congress to send a petition
to the Prime Minister, signed by all the Indians in Natal — say 15,000
signatures. There should be a mass meeting held. The Congress should
then ask the Indians in the other Provinces to support. We must then
await the reply from the Prime Minister. Then there should be a petition
to Parliament next year, and, if Parliament rejects the petition, there
should be an appeal to the Imperial Government by the Congress aided
by the other Associations in South Africa. Finally the refusal to pay
the tax ! Then, undoubtedly, the Congress should undertake to feed
the wives and families of those who may be imprisoned. The men would
undoubtedly go to gaol, if there is a body of earnest workers. For
this purpose, either you will have to be in Durban continuously, or
someone else will. The thing cannot be taken up haphazard. If the
men were asked to go to gaol today, I do not think you would find
anybody taking up the suggestion, but if the preliminary steps as
described above, are taken, by the time a final reply is received the
men will have been thoroughly prepared to face the music. I know,
too, that the thing is quite capable of being done, but one man at least
must be prepared to devote the whole of his time to the matter.

If it were a question of deciding whose word was to be accepted,
I should any day prefer Thakar's to Virji's. However, I have written
to Virji, and there may be a letter waiting for me at the Farm.

Thinking over the teachers for Campbell's? Estate, I think it might
be as well for you to tell Campbell that you would want three or four
months' notice to supply him with a teacher. He should also give you
the salary he is likely to offer. For Hindi we might spare a Gujarati
man from Pheenix. The experiment will be so valuable, that we might
lend the services of one reliable man and, for a good Tamil teacher,
we might have to import a good man from India.

I am glad you were present at the function to Hosken & Co., and
that you subsequently drove with Hosken. He is, you must have noticed,
a very frank and enthusiastic man. I hope he will visit you at Pheenix.
Who drew up the address to Hosken and the others ?

I consider Lutchman Panday's suggestion to be quite impracticable.
There are not sufficient workers to form an Association of the kind

! Vide also pp. 97- 8 and Vol. XI, pp. 251 and 270.
2 Marshall Campbell, Chairman, Board of Directors, Natal Estates, Ltd.
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he suggests, nor is the movement of Indians in the different Provinces
so unhampered as to allow of such an Association doing useful work.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From a copy : Gandhi-Polak Correspondence. Courtesy : National Archives
of India

76. LETTER TO HERMANN KALLENBACH

December 3, 1911

MY DEAR LOWER HOUSE,

Today is Sunday. Gordon is here. He is keeping well. His farm
is still unsold.

Your brother is to be married today. He sent me the invitation.
I wrote wishing them a joint happy life. He invited Call to stay for
a few days at his house and to look after it while he was away. Call
left the Farm yesterday. He is still unhinged. He likes no one at the
Farm. He said if it was a matter of choice, he would prefer the asylum
to the Farm. I let him do pretty much as he liked even to the extent
of spiriting leather. He took it into his head to make for himself a
pair of sandals. He made a horrible pair. He is never of the same
mind for two minutes. Of course I shall watch him wherever he is.
How nice it would have been if you had been here. He likes you
immensely. He thinks that you are his only great friend. I am trying
to get compensation for him from the company. He has been offered
£3-2-6 per week. I am still in correspondence with the manager.

The windmill is working. The wheel does not turn the whole day
long. Naturally, therefore, we do not get 9,000 gallons of water per
day. The water is allowed to run into the dam but it has not reached
there yet. I might lay the pipes as far. I shall go slowly.

£100 were cabled to you last week. You had written to Kennedy
who was then in Durban. Miss Friedman asked me and I drew a cheque
for £100 and the manager cabled transfer of £100 to the Bank there.

I am certainly sorry that you are considering commercial
propositions. You have not gone to Europe for that purpose. We did
discuss these matters here and you seemed to think that you would
clear off the bond from the property itself. He who would be good
and do good must have patience. As in diseases so in other matters
we must let Nature have her course. Our business difficulties are also
a variety of disease — mental it is true. And we may no more suppress
these diseases without suffering from other eruptions than we may
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physical diseases without their breaking out in another form. We have
to eradicate them and there is only one way of doing so. I agree with
your analysis of Fisher Unwin. I too met him when I was last there.
You had introduced me to the Daniels in your previous letters.

If Kennedy is at the office tomorrow, I shall discuss with him the
question of your staying longer and if he is agreeable I shall cable.
I am anxious that you should stay there as long as you like. Only be
sure that you do not stay for your pleasure, it may be ever so subtle.
The condition also should be that you are to stay only with Mrs. Mayo
or return. Germany is certainly not now the place for you. We are
not intended to seek temptation. We can resist it only when it forces
itself on our attention.

Did I tell you that the boys had left off the saltless diet ? I noticed
that they were getting tired. So at present only Medh, to an extent
Mrs. Gandhi, and I are saltless. With me it seems to have come to
stay. Even with the simplest diet it is possible to overeat than under-
eat. Why then need we multiply dishes ?

We had fair rains of late. We are therefore having a good crop
of apricots. And so we have the eternal stew.

You want me to discuss with you the Indian tour. It is probably
as well not to go. Personally I think that it is time for you to return.
But you are the best judge. If, therefore, you wish to stay on and
that at Aberdeen, you may do so if Kennedy is agreeable. Please do
not mind me. It is no trouble to me to look after things here. At present,
it is Miss Schlesin who looks after them. I simply sign and endorse
cheques.

There are now 15 boys at the Farm. Some of them are very good
but I am not satisfied with one or two of them. I could not reject
them as they accepted the conditions on the Farm.

With love to you all,

Yours sincerely,
UppER HOUSE

From the original : Gandhi-Kallenbach Correspondence. Courtesy : National
Archives of India



77. LETTER TO A. H. WEST

M. K. GANDHI
ATTORNEY

21-24 CouRT CHAMBERS,
CORNER RISSIK & ANDERSON STREETS,
P.O. Box 6522, JOHANNESBURG,
December 4, 1911
MY DEAR WEST,

I have your letter. I return the Aiyar® correspondence for you to
file there. I do not want to keep it here. At the same time, I do not
wish to destroy it.

Your report on Eastern Vlei is very good. I certainly think that
we ought to take notice of the Henwood case. Even if the man was
a thief, it was nothing short of persecution; and, if you do not consider
the thing to be stale now, you should still publish it. When the man
has finished his sentence, he may be interviewed and more may be
published, but the case should be followed up. Indeed, it would be well
to post up somebody in order to meet him upon his discharge. So far
as I am aware, Magistrate's notes can certainly be seen as a matter
of right by interested parties.

I intended to write to Khan asking him to waive his fees about
Muthuswamy because the amount has to come out of passive resistance
funds, but I thought that I should ask you whether I should do so before
writing the letter. This I forgot to do. Shall I now write or do you
think that the amount should be paid without more ado ?

With reference to the supplement, if the dog were in the centre,
I think that your remarks would have been justified. As it is, the dog
in the present instance was not sitting in the centre, but Mr. Hosken
was, and, if you had said ‘Mr. Hosken is in the centre with Mrs. Ellis
to his right’ and so on, it would have been all right. No one can be
held responsible — not even the photographer — for the arrangement
of those who sat for the group. I went there at the last moment, and,
SO many important persons having come in, I hardly think that Mrs.
Vogl also could control the thing. Without giving the official designations,
the names could have been printed. But, of course, you could not

' P. S. Aliyar, owner and editor of The African Chronicle published from Durban;
Honorary Secretary of the Anti-£3 Tax League formed in September 1911

Sv-vl : 7 97



98 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

reason this way, not having seen the Bazaar and not having been
intimately connected with the work. But I do say that you should have
seen the impropriety of introducing the chief members of the group
through me.*

I consider you to be entirely capable of handling the £3 tax business,
but I am not just now in a position to feel the pulse of the community
there. Whether, therefore, they would rise to the occasion or not is
entirely for you to judge. You should, therefore, discuss the thing freely
with them, tell them that you would be prepared to stay for a month
in Durban and work the thing up, if they want you to do so. But,
of course, after having gone into it, it would not do for you to limit
yourself in any way. You will have either to do or die. You may stay
in Durban for a month — less or more. I personally cannot set any
limit to your work and say, ‘All right, work for a month, and then
things may be left to take their course’. That could be done, if I were
managing the thing, but, in this instance, if the thing is to be done at
all, I want you to become the initiator and organizer. Your responsibility
will, therefore, be towards yourself and your God. If I felt like being
free to head the movement, I should plunge without a moment's
hesitation, but, just now, I am not in that condition at all. I shall certainly
criticize you freely, and watch the working, and give advice. More I
cannot do. So that you must count the cost before embarking on the
enterprise. You should also take care that you do not in any way clash
with what Aiyar is doing. I have now learnt something about Munr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>